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“ERST REGIMENT OF DRAGOOKS”

The cover of the D Troop,
1st Squadron, 1st Cavaly yearbook from 1970.




D Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regiment Articles
and related materials compiled from the Americal

Di vision Veteranod6és Associati on
Compilation documents have been made for Vietnam era Americal Division
veterans who might not have computer skills ortime  to search the extensive
files for materials about their unit.
This document was compiled for veterans of 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry
Regiment and other Americ al Division Veterans from the ADVA Historical Data

Base. The compilation is based on text searches which will not handle some
variances in the way the unit name appears in the documents.

The Americal Division Veteran6s Associ aintdgrestto has
veterans of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regiment that is not in this
compilation . This is a partial listing:

A 19 70 unit yearbook exists for D Troop 1/1st Cavalry (Air)  (around 70 pages )
with photos. In 1970 the 16th Combat Aviation Gro up prepared a yearbook that
had 10 pages allocated to D Tro op, 1st squadron, 1st Cavalry. In 1971 and 1972
there were yearbooks for the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regiment . The 1972
yearbook had a section of approximately 20 pages allocated for D Troop.

Maps of the Areas of operation marked with Landing Zones and etc. are
available for areas in | Corps that the Americal Division and 196th LIB
operated.

Casualty reports for the Americal Division exist for wounded or killed

soldiers from January 197 0- January 1971. We only have records for soldiers who

died or were POWs for other periods of time.
Two related compilations have been done. The 1st Squadron, 1st Regiment is
inclusive of this compilation but includes items related to times prior to 1
May 1969 when D Troop rejoined the 1st Squadron. A compilation has also been
done for Troop F, 8th Cavalry. This unit served as the Air Cavalry for the 1st
Squadron, 1st Regiment until relieved 01 May 1969 by D Troop.
The Americal Division after Febr uary 1968 had the 11th LIB, the 196th LIB,
and the 198th LIB after the 1st Bde of the 101st Airborne Division, the 3rd Bde
of the 4th Infantry Division, and the 3rd Bde of the 1st Air Cavalry Division

left assignment to the Americal Division. Many veteran s (even those of the
Americal Division ) today do not realize that the 1st Squadron of the 1st

Regiment provided a force equivalent to an infantry brigade when operating in

the right terrain. The Air Cavalry element provided by Dtroop was essential to

the Squadronés operations.

This compilation included many items that might not appear to be D Troop
related, but if they mention the 1st Squadron, 1st Regiment...then there is
likely a connection to D Troop in some way.

The 1st Squadron, 1st Regiment of Dr agoons is the most highly decorated unit
in the U.S. Army.
A connection will always exist between the Americal Division veterans who
often owed their very survival to the oper ations and support provided by D

Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Regiment (Sabres)
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Stanton Order of Battle Vietnam reference book
documentation on 1st Squadron, 1st Regiment
(Armored Cavalry)

Arrived Viethnam: 29 August 1967
Departed Vietnam: 10 May 1972
Previous Station: Ft. Hood, Texas

Authorized Unit size 1968 1970
Squadron 1,027 1,050

The 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry was detached from the 1st Armored
Division and sent to Vietnam as a separate armored cavalry
squadron attached to the U.S. Army, Pacific (USAR PAC).
Traditionally, it was part of the
The squadron consisted of three ground cavalry troops and one air
cavalry troop, Troop D, which was deployed in July 1968 and

Nflst Regli

attached to the 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile) un tl (1 May)
1969, when it rejoined the squadron.
used in the reactivation of Troop D, 17th Cavalry when the latter

unit was activated in V I etnam on 30 April 1972. Squadron

personnel were entitled to wear the shoulder sleeve in signia of
the 1st Armored Division.

Location Service Major Command

Chu Lai Sep. 67 - Oct. 67 Task Force Oregon
Chu Lai Nov. 67 - Nov. 68 Americal Division

Da Nang Dec. 68 - Jan. 69 Ame rical Division

Da Nang - Tam Ky Feb.69 - Sep. 69 Americal Division

Chu Lai Nov. 69 - Mar. 70 Americal Division

ChulLai -MoDuc Apr.70  -Jul. 70 Americal Division

Chu Lai - Tam Ky Aug. 70 Americal Divisi on
Tam Ky Sep. 70 Americal Division

Thach Khe Oct. 70 Americal Division

ChulLai - TamKy Nov.70 -Mar. 71 Americal Division

Chu Lai - Tam Ky Apr. 71 11th Inf. Bde

Tam Ky- PhuBai May 71 101st Abn. Division

Tam Ky- Phu Bai Jun. 71 Americal Division

Tam Ky - Ai Nghia Jul. 71 - Nov.71 2nd ARVN Division

Tam Ky - Ai Nghia Dec. 71 - May 72 196th LIB

Troop




UNIT CITATIONS AWA RDED for Vietham Service
1st Squadron, 1st Regiment of Dragoons

SOURCE: Department of the Army Pamphlet 762 -3

Unit Citation and Campaign Participation Credit
Register
(1960 - 1978) Dated: May 1980

Awards:

1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry
PUC31Jan 68 - 31 Mar 68 DAGO 60, 1969
VUA24 Aug 68 - 25 Sep 68 DAGO 53, 1970
RVNGC24 Aug 69 - 31 Dec 69 DAGO 42, 1972
RVNGC31 Mar 70 - 30 Jun 70 DAGO 42, 1972
RVNGC8 Feb 71 - 30 Apr 71 DAGO 42 , 1972
HHT, 1st Sgn, 1st Cav
VUA15 - 31 Oct 67 DAGO 39, 1970
RVNGC1 Apr 71 - 30Jun 71 DAGO 6, 1974
Trp A, 1st Sgn, 1st Cav
VUA15 - 31 Oct 67 DAGO 39, 1970
Trp B, 1st Sgn, 1st Cav
PUC2Jan 68 - 12 Feb 68 DAGO 42, 1970
VUA15 - 31 Oct 67 DAGO 39, 1970
Trp D, 1st Sgn, 1st Cav
RVNGC24 Aug 69 - 31 Dec 69 DAGO 42, 1970
RVNGC31 Mar 70 - 30 Jun 70 DAGO 42, 1970
RVNGC8 Feb 71 - 31 Mar 71 DAGO 42, 1972
RVNCAHMS31 Jul 68 - 1 May 69 DAGO 48, 1971
Trp F, 8th Cavalry (assigned to 1/1st Cav at the time
VUA24 Aug 68 - 25 Sep 68 DAGO 53, 1970

ABBREVIATIONS:
DAGO: Department of the Army Ge neral Order
RVNGC: Republic Of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm

Unit Citation

PUC: U.S. Army Presidential Unit Citation

VUA: U.S. Army Valorous Unit Award ( The award is the
equivalent of giving e very member assigned to the unit during

the peri  od designated in the citation a Silver Star award ).




Operation  participation for 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry
Regiment:

1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry supported operations involving the
Americal Division.

Operation Burlington Trail

Operation Champagne Grov e

Operation Daring Rebel

Operation Hardin Falls (1st Sqdn, 1st Rgt Operation)
Operation Iron Mountain

Operation Frederick Hill

Operation Pennsylvania Square

Operation Wheeler/Wallowa

Operation Tulare Falls

This list is very much short of the mark atthi s point...

Combat after action reports and named operation reports as well

as Operation Reports and Lessons Learned reports exist in the

Americal Division Historical Data Base that can be examined in

greater detail. S2/S3 reporting is available online at
AmericalFoundation.org and at the Americal Division Portal

at the Texas Tech. online - Vietnam Archives web - site.




This section is made up of articles from the Army
Reporter.

The largest Army newspaper in the world
THE ARMY REPORTE R is published weekly under the supervision of the Information Office. United
States Army Vietnam and is an authorized Army publication. The command newspaper has a circulation
of 85,000 and is printed by PACIFIC STARS AND STRIPES in Tokyo, Japan.

Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Department of the Army. This
newspaper utilizes the facilities of the ARMED FORCES NEWS BUREAU and ARMY NEWS FEATURES.
Contributions are welcome and may be sent to: THE ARMY REPORTER, URARV-10, APO 96375 or
telephone Long Binh 4204/4311.

8 December 1969 Vietham communiqué - November 17-23

Americal Div - Gunships of D Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cav ., Americal Division and a
combat-assaulted reconnaissance platoon ofCo. E, 1st Bn., 52nd hf. killed six enemy
and detained two in a 30-minute fire fight 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City on
Nov. 23.

Four enemy soldiers were killed on Nov. 17 by elements of the 1st Bn., 46th
Inf. in a battle with an unknown -sized enemy force in the flatlands nine miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

A day later, gunships of the 123rd Aviation Bn . clashed with a VC force,
killing 10.

Elsewhere, seven VC were killed by Btry. A, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . seven miles
north of Tam Ky, and four enemy soldiers were killed by me n of Co. A, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf.
in a brief skirmish 15 miles north of Tam Ky.

Meanwhile, gunships of F Troop, 17th Air Cav. (F/17 Cav. is an armor unit
not an air Cav unit. They recorded 4 VC KIA on 18 Nov 1969 engaged a small party of
VC riflemen 16 mile s north of Tam Ky and killed four.

Fifteen miles northwest of Tam Ky almost 20,000 pounds of unpolished rice
was found hidden in an abandoned hootch complex by infantrymen of Co. A, 3rd Bn.,
21st Inf., the same day.

On Nov. 22, soldiers of Co. B, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf. fought an enemy force in the
hills 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky, killing six.

A large enemy base camp containing 65 hootches, 31 individual fighting
position, two reinforced bunkers and a fighting trench which led to a 100 -yard long
escape tumel was found and destroyed by men of Co. B, 26th Engrs,, 11 miles south of
Chu Lai on Nov. 21.




15 December 1969- Vietham communiqué - November 24-30
Americal Div - Men of D Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Armored Cav ., Americal Division
patrolling 12 miles south of Chu Lai on Nov. 30, killed three VC and detained another
two.

Other gunships from Troop D patrolling nearby located a hidden enemy compound
and accounted for seven enemy dead and detained another five suspected VC.

Twelve Communists were kille d the same day by other Troop D gunships, helping to
cover the departure of a patrol of Co. C, 3rd Bn., 1st Inf., eight miles southwest of Tam
Ky. [Co. C, 3rd Bn, 1st Inf. was not operating near Tam Ky on this date? ]

On Nov. 29, a patrol from Co. C, 4th Bn., 21st Inf., killed eight enemy soldiers and
captured three SKS rifles in a battle four miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Six enemy were killed by gunships of the 176th Avn. Co. on Nov. 27 six miles
northwest of Quang Ngai.

29 December 1969 Firefig ht erupts in | Corps

LZ STINSON - Communist NVA and Viet Cong forces often team up in the | Corps area, but
they ran afoul of a stronger team when combined ground and air elements of the Americal
Division found and engaged them, killing 12 and detaining fo ur in a four -hour firefight 12 miles
south of Chu Lai.

Helicopter gunships from the 1st Squadron , 1st Cav. and an infantry reconnaissance
unit of the 198th Inf. Bde. worked smoothly together to smash a combined NVA and VC force
near an abandoned village three miles north of this 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. fire base.

The contact was first made when D Troop gunships spotted the enemy in a treeline.

The "Sabers" opened fire on the Communists from the air and then landed an
infantry element on the ground, hitting t hem from two directions at the same time. This first
phase of the engagement killed two enemy and detained two more.

A platoon from Co. E of the 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. then came slicing in on a heliborne
combat assault, landing under fire in an open rice paddy 500 yards from the village and
beginning an immediate sweep.

"Every time we moved forward we would receive fire from a different spot, so we
would drop back, mark our location with smoke and let the gunships work the spot over."
Routing the individual s nipers out of their spider holes, trenches, and heavy underbrush
involved close combat for many of the infantrymen - especially the platoon sergeant, Staff Sgt.
Joseph Michaud.

"l took a LAW (Light Antitank Weapon) and worked my way over to a treeline
where we had seen a VC disappear a few minutes earlier. When | got there | noticed a ditch
running behind the trees, so | began crawling down it.

"He opened up with a burst of automatic fire that ripped the LAW out of my left
hand, knocked my "pot" off and b usted my glasses."

Throwing himself backward, the unharmed but shaken Michaud returned fire with
his M16 and then threw a hand grenade into the hole, silencing the enemy fire.

The Reconnaissance Platoon from Co. E continued their sweep, killing five more
Communists and detaining two others.




14Sep70 Vietnam communiqué Aug. 24-30

Aero-rifles kill 14 west of Tam Ky

Action throughout the republic remained light during the week ending Aug. 30. The
heaviest contact once again was reported to be oncentrated in | and IV Military
Regions.

In the largest single action of the last week in August, 1st Armored Cav . soldiers of
the Americal Division received small arms fire as they were inserted six miles
southwest of Tam Ky to assess a helicopter gurships strike Aug. 30. An aero-rifle
platoon from D Troop, 1st Squadron , engaged the enemy. Fourteen enemy were Killed,
three suspects were detained and three individual weapons and an undetermined
number of packs were captured.

Americal Div

In an action six miles southeast of Quang Ngai City Aug. 30, Americal Division
soldiers engaged an estimated enemy platoon. An element of thelst Bn., 20th Inf.,
received hand grenade and RPG fire in the encounter. Five enemy were killed, and 50
grenades and ore 46pound shaped charge were
captured.

Division units discovered large amounts of rice in enemy caches throughout their
areas of operations during the week.

Co. A, 1st Bn., 20th Inf., found a cache containing a ton of rice Aug. 24. The unit was
operating in Quang Ngai Province in the southernmost part of | Military Region.

Men of Co. A, 4th Bn., 21st Inf., uncovered another 3.2 tons of rice Aug. 27 in a cache
two miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Elements of the division's 11th Inf. Bde. uncovered three cache sites totaling 6.6 tons of
rice Aug. 28.

Men from Co. A, 3rd Bn., 1st Inf., operating nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai City,
came upon a cache containing 1.1 tons of rice.

Eight miles south of the same city that day, Co. A, 1st Bn., 20thInf ., uncovered an
additional ton of rice.

In the largest find of the day, soldiers of Co. A, 4th Bn., 21st Inf., found 4.5 tons of rice
three miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Division soldiers continued uncovering rice caches Aug. 29. Co A, 3rd Bn., 1st Inf. ,
operating nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai City, found two tons of rice.

Another unit found an arms cache 15 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City Aug. 25.
Co. B, 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. discovered a cache containing 40 60mm mortar rounds, 19
82mm mortar rounds, an RPG and four boosters.




11Jan7% Troop sponsors Page 12
charity crusade

CHU LAI - What does it take to bring people together? Too often the answer is
tragedy, and though there seems to be quite a bit of it in the world it isn't a one-way
street.

Sgt. Jay Klein was reading his hometown newspaper when he saw a story about an
old friend of his who had lost both of his legs in a farm accident last summer while
operating a combine.

His buddy, Neil Holmgren, 19, was in the University of Minnesota Hospital in
Minneapolis, and the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) chapter in Valley City, N.D., was
attempting to raise $2,500 to get him a set of artificial legs by Christmas.

Klein, a crew chief for D Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cav., was concerned enough to
take the issue to Spec. 4 Duane Sather. Together they decided to raise as much money
as they could to help get Neil his new legs.

"The men of the troop really responded,” remarked Sather. "Some them gave 20 or 25
dollar s to help a kid they didn't know from Adam."

One of the guys who gave that much, CWO Gary Krehbiel, also started taking
collections. "l wanted to help somebody who had greater problems than | had,” said
Krehbiel.

When it was all over, the Black Hawk troop had raised $364.35, which was sent to the
VFW. The money reached Valley City in time to help put the campaign over the top,
and then a curious thing happened. Although the $2,500 goal had been reached, the
people in the area were so touched that he money kept pouring in.

In all, well over $4,000 was raised, but the fund-raising drive accomplished a little
more than that.




25Jan71

LZ STINSON - A night combat assault and helicopter gunships support provided the quick
reaction necessary to helpand element of the 23rd Infantry Division's 198th Inf. Bde. stave off
enemy small arms fire and kill nine Viet Cong in action south of Chu Lai.

A platoon of Co. C, 1st Bn., 52nd Inf., was preparing to leave its night defensive position to go
on patrol when the platoon began taking automatic weapons fire from the east. Moments later,
enemy small arms fire also began to penetrate the platoon's position from the west.
Immediately, the platoon leader requested gunships and artillery illumination.

"When | received word from the platoon leader that he needed support, | requested the
gunships and also asked for some lift helicopters so the platoon | was with could make a
combat assault into the area of contact,” said Capt. Lee C. Basnar, the company commater.
"When our lift birds arrived, they had had to land one at a time because the landing zone was so
small."

Meanwhile gunships from D Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cav., moving to support the ground
contact, began receiving fire. The gunships marked the enemy position and continued toward
Co. C'sposition. Arriving on station, the Cobras raked the area with minigun and rocket fire.

Minutes later the combat assault of the reaction force was completed and the two platoons
joined together to suppress the incoming enemy fire.

"The exchange of fire was heavy at first, but with the help of the gunships, the fire became
sporadic. The gunships then broke station and returned to the location they had marked to
search for the enemy there. Finally, the exchage of fire ended in the early morning," Basnar
said. "We waited until
first light to sweep the area of contact. When we did the platoon didn't have to go very far to
find the enemy bodies."

The Ready Rifles found a total of nine enemy killed in the action.




15Mar71LOHs blast 13 Page 12

CHU LAI - Elements of D Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cav ., trapped and destroyed a 15
man element five miles south of here during a daylight operation. (This might be action
of January 21st 1971. ORLLndicates 13 KIA and 2 captured by D/1/1st Cav on this
day).

An aerial observer working with the 1st Bn., 6th Inf., spotted three sampans loaded
with Communist troops moving north along the Tra Bong River and called for support.
The enemy immediately took evasive action, beaching their boats on an island and
attempting to hide in the thick underbrush growing in the two feet of water that
covered the island.

Diverted from another mission, the 123rd Aviation Bn.'s Sabre flight (combined air -
ground forc €) moved into the area. LOH pilots Capt. Sidney Austin and WO Doyle U.
Miner spotted 15 enemy soldiers occupying the island, confirming the aerial observer's
report.

Receiving instructions from flight leader Lt. Ralph V. Cain, members of the troop's
aero-rifle platoon (Blues) were inserted on the opposite shore, 50 yards away.

The enemy failed to respond to repeated attempts by the LOHSs to force their
surrender and when then subjected to a CS (tear gas) attack in hopes that they would
give up. Failing to receive any response, theSabres requested permission to open fire
and were cleared immediately by the district chief.

The LOHSs, supported by Cobra gunships, blasted the island.

A team of volunteers, led by Lt. Arthur L. Galloway and including Staff Sgt. Wheeler
Brooks, Sgt. Kevin O'Brien and Pfc Michael Tyson, was inserted by UH1H(Huey) pilot
John M. Allen on the submerged island.

Sweeping the area, the team detained two suspects.

Thirteen enemy dead were accounted for an credited to the LOHs. Continuing the
sweep, the Blues recovered eight AK47s and one 9mm plus 20 Chinese Communist
grenades.

Ammunition and 25 packs containing uniforms were also discovered by the 23rd
(Americal) Infantry Division troops.




02Aug71- Enemy loses 9 Page 1
to 'Charger' team

CAMP REASONER - In light action this week the "Chargers" of the 196th Infantry Brigade
killed nine enemy soldiers.

While working an area near Da Nang early this week the Recon element of the 2nd Bn., 1st
Inf., spotted one VC to their front and engaged him with small arms fire. As a result the enemy
soldier was killed and three booby traps captured in the action. The captured explosives were
destroyed.

Company C, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf ., while on a searchand clear mission southwest of Da Nang,
spotted eight enemy soldiers. The "Gimlets" engaged them with small arms fire, killing four as
the others evaded. Captured in the action were six Chicom (Chinese Communist) grenades, 12
rucksacks, four primers, four detonators, clothing for 20 people and some trip wire.

While working an area west of Da Nang, Delta Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry [Air] ,
observed one NVA in a structure. The enemy was engaged and killed with small arms fire.




The following secti ons contains articles that were printed in the Pacific Stars and
Stripes related to actions of the 1st Squadron, 1st Regiment of Dragoons

Pacific Stars and Stripes An authorized
publication of the U.S. Armed forces in the far
east. Price 10 cents.

Field Enterprises
PACIFIC
STARS AND STRIPES
This newspaper is an authorized unofficial publication for U.S. Armed
Forces assigned to the Pacific Command. Contents of Pacific Stars and
Stripes are not necessarily the official view of the U.S. Government or
the Department of Defense.
Columnists and cartoonists on this and other pages express their own

opinions and these views are not necessarily shared by Pacific Stars and
Stripes.
APacific Stars and Stripesodo is published in

Tokyo, Japan, APO San Francisco, 96503. It is distributed to authorized
personnel for 10 cents daily, $2.50 monthly or $30.00 yearly, payable in
advance per AR230 -land AFR 176 -1. Second class postage paid at Post
Office, San Francisco, Calif.
The appearance of displays in this newspaper concerning commercial
publications does not constitute an endorsement by the Department of
Defense, the Milita ry Departments or the Commander - in - Chief, Pacific.




Stars & Stripes Page 6. Tuesday May 13, 1969
Enemy Toll In Cordon  Rises to 46
S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON A big Allied ring around a piece of Viet Cong - held real estate
passed into its sixth day Satu rday.

U.S. Navy spokesmen said that Friday night skirmishing on Barrier Island
killed in the five - day cordon about 20 miles south of Da Nang. Another 21
communists have surrendered.

Roughly 4,000 U.S. Marines, Americal div. armored cavalrymen, South
Viethamese soldiers and sailors and South Korean marines are searching the
island, which is separated from the mainland by a narrow river.

Early estimates placed about 1,000 Viet Cong troops in the ring of Allied
troops, which measures about eight mile s long and about three miles across at
its widest point.

The operation has been code -named ADaring Rebel o by its comma
Commodore George W. Stroud of Dallas, who commands the ships that landed some
of the Marines; and Col. William C. Doty, of Paris , Tenn., the commander
ashore.
(Historian Note: On 10 June 69, 1st Sqgdn, 1st Cav and elements of 2 -1 Inf
initiated combat operations on northern Barrier Island to force suspected VCLF
elements out of the area, destroy enemy bunker complexes and eliminat e

arms/supply storage areas. During this four day operation, a large number of

enemy trench line networks, bunker complexes, and suspected small base areas

were destroyed. A number of heavy mining incidents were noted with Americal

forces losing four ACA V's as a result of mines, A total of 23 VC were killed

during this operation, the immediate thrust of enemy attack against Thang Binh

District was reduced, and valuable intelligence was gathered which indicated

thatlong - term operations were necessary in this area.)

n d e




Stars & Stripes Page ?. May 27? 1969
An Old Veteran at Age 27
USA Photos
CHU LA, Vietnam (Special) T Born in the steamy jungles of
New Caledonia on May 27, 1942, the Americal Div. is celebrating
its 27th anniversary.

As the only Ameri can military unit formed south of the
equator, the Americal got its official name by shortening the
cumbersome title of AAmerican Forces I n New
heritage of the unitds carried forward on t
Americal men wear - the four white st ars of the constellation

ASout hern Crosso on blue field.
On Sept. 23, 1967 the division was reborn in South Vietnam
from units of Task Force Oregon operating in southern | Corps.
Once more as on Guadalcanal, the Ameri cal i
Ar my o0 kwgdirectly for the 3rd Marine Amphibious Force
headquartered in Da Nang.
The division is the largest in the Army, is composed of the
11th, 196th and 198th Inf. Brigades and the 1st Sq., 1st Cav
under the command of Maj. Gen Charles M. Gettys.

Seven photos:

1) TROOPS OF THE 196TH INF. BRIGADE RETURN NORTH VIETNAMESE FIRE
DURING BATTLE ON NUI CHOM MOUTAIN.

2) TROOPS AND ARMOR SWEEP NEAR QUANG NGAI.

3) ONE WAY TO GET WATER ON A HILLTOP POSITION (Historian Note:
Photo of132nd ASHCAHe r c ul E€hnook dropping water at LZ
Cork).

4) CHINOOKS FROM 178TH ASSAULT SUPORT HELICOPTER CO. DELIVER A
155MM HOWITZER TO FIRING SITE.

5 A 4.2 -INCHMORTAR STARTS ITS SLIDE DOWN THE TUBE DURING 198TH
INF. BRIGADE ACTION.

6) SELF - PROPELED 175MM GUNS GO AMPHIBIOUS DURING MOVE TO NEW
FIRE BASE.

7) COMBAT ENGINEERS CLEAR A ROAD FOR ARTILLERY TO TRAVEL ON.




01Jul69 - Nearly 200 Reds Die in Clashes

By SPEC. 4 JIM LINN

S&S Staff Correspondent

SAIGON - Almost 200 Viet Cong and Nort h Viethnamese soldiers were

killed Saturday as fighting erupted along Vietham's central
coastlands, barely 20 miles south of Da Nang.

At least 51 Reds were killed in the afternoon when jet fighters
joined Leathernecks of the 1st Marine Div. and Americal  Div. Gls
in routing an estimated 300 enemy moving only 19 miles south of
the country's second largest city.

Americal units made the first contact and called in jets from
the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing which accounted for 11 of the enemy

dead. Later, Mari ne units spotted the fleeing Reds again, and
also called for air support. This time 40 Communists were killed
before they disappeared.
Meanwhile, troopers of the Americal's 196th Light Inf . Brigade
spotted another enemy force about the same time 14 mil es west of

Tam Ky. Once again jets pounded the Communists, killing 30.
A series of vicious firefights on a flat marshy island 10 miles
north of the small coastal city left 105 VC and NVA dead as
troopers of the Americal's 1st Sqg., 1st Armored Cav . trapp ed the
Communists in their camouflaged bunker complex.
Fighting also broke out anew Sunday..............




060ct69 - Reds Cut Bait and Run
CHU LA, Vietnam (Special)
- A North Viethamese Army unit tried to lure a company from the
Americal Div. into a trap, using dummy mortar tubes and straw
scarecrows as bait, but the trap was sprung so quickly it was the
Reds who were caught.
Gunships from D Troop, 1st Sq., 1st Cav ., spotted the fixtures
in a valley along Highway 515, 12 kilometers northwest of Duc Pho.
The location of the dummies was confirmed by the command and
control helicopter of the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. After a thorough
artillery and 81mm mortar bombardment of the area, C Co. moved in
quickly to search the site and recovered the scarecrows, cl othed
in NVA uniforms.
The NVA apparently hadn't expected a response so soon to their
bait and fled the area leaving behind 200 pounds of rice, 100 AK47
rounds, one 60mm mortar, and 60 mortar rounds.

24Nov69 - Aviators Win PUC

LONG BINH (Special) - An air cavalry team from the 1st Aviation
Brigade has been awarded the Presidential Unit Citation for its efforts
inatwo - month - long operation against the enemy in early 1968.

Troop C, 7th Sq., 17th Air Cav . was selected for the high honor along
with t  he unit it supported, the Americal Div. 1st Sqg., 1st Cav. They
killed 1,046 of the enemy while sustaining only 11 fatal casualties
themselves in the operation. (This was the unit that became F/8th
Cavalry. They were replaced by D Troop, 1st Squadron, 1s t Cavalry in
May 1969.)

12Mar70 - Enemy Guns Down 2 More Copters
S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON -
....... Four Communist 122mm rockets slammed into Tam Ky City, the
capital of Quang Tin Province, 40 miles southeast of Da Nang early

Monday evening and w ounded 11 Vietnamese civilians, an official
spokesman said.

12Mar70 - 2 Americal Units Earn Presidential Citations
SAIGON (S&S) - The Presidential Unit Citation, awarded on the basis

of superior performance against the enemy was presented to two America
Div. armored cavalry units Monday in ceremonies at Chu Lai, an official
spokesman said.

The citation was given to the men of the 1st Sq., 1st Armored Cav
and F Troop 8th Cav. for their participation in over 200 actions with
the enemy around Hoi An an d Tam Ky during the period Jan. 1, 1968, to
March 31, 1968.

During that time, the two units killed 1,046 North Viethamese army
and Viet Cong soldiers and suffered only 11 American deaths.




29Jun70 - 23 Gls Hurt In Helos
S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON - Twenty - three Gls were wounded Friday [27JUN70] when
enemy gunners shot down two UH1 helicopters during a combat
assault 31 miles west - southwest of Tam Ky, the U.S. command
reported. [Historian Note: Operation near LZ Mary Ann
with Aero - Rifle infantry from D Trp 1/1 Cavalry and F/8th Cavalry
helicopter units. D 1/46th Inf. Bn. and A 3/82 Atrtillery were

then placed on LZ Mary Ann.]

Enemy casualties were listed as one killed in the assault by
11th Brigade troops of the Americal Div. No Americans were
repo rted killed, according to the command.

Americal Div. 196th Brigade elements 72 miles south - southeast
of Da Nang uncovered an eight - ton cache of enemy rice which had
apparently been grown locally.

29Jun70 - Gls 'Big Brother' to 5th Gr aders

CHU LA, Vietnam (Special) - A group of Americal Div. soldiers
is helping a class of fifth graders back home solve such major
problems as how to keep an older sister from monopolizing the
bathroom.

Troop D, 1st Sq., 1st Armored Cav ., Is the new adviser to fifth
graders from the Wesley School in Addison, lll. The soldiers
received letters from the children last month and have been
carefully answering the queries.

In addition to the letters asking for a "big brother's" advice,
the letters expr ess concern for the safety of the Americans in
Vietnam and a deep interest in the war zone conditions.

The children repeatedly asked for words and pictures describing
what Vietnam is like.

The greetings ranged from the casual "hi buddy," to the since re
"dear hero,” The body of the letters explained the purpose for
writing and varied from the "I am writing to make a new friend,"
to "well, it was either this or social studies, so here | am."

Although there weren't enough letters to go around, every
"Delta trooper" with the desire to write back and gain a new
friend received a letter.
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84 Enemy Killed in

Scattered Action
S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON T Vietnamese forces killed 84 enemy soldiers Frida y
and early Saturday, with the heaviest fighting in the delta
where 25 Communists died in a contact with ARVN troops in Chuong
Thien Province, the Vietnamese command reported.

Smaller actions in Thua Thien, Kontum, Quang Ngai and Tay
Ninh Pro vinces left 23 enemy soldiers dead, a Vietnamese
spokesman said.

The U.S. command reported light and scattered ground contacts
involving American forces.

An aero - rifle element from the Americal Div. supported by
helicopter gunships, was i nserted into an area 21 miles south -
southeast of Da Nang after enemy soldiers were seen by
helicopter crewmen. Four Communists were Killed.
(Historian note: D/1/1 st Cav helicopters and 1/1 st Cav armor were
involved in this action).

One Americ an was killed and six wounded in brief contacts in
Quang Ngai and Long Khang provinces. In Pleiku and Long Khanh
provinces, seven Americans were wounded in mine and booby trap
incidents.
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Help Pal
Get Back

On Feet

CHU LAI, Vietnam (Special) T Sgt. Jay Klein of Valley City,
N.D., was reading his hometown newspaper when he saw a story
about an old friend who had lost both legs in a farm accident.

The story said his friend, Neil Holmgren, 19 was in a
Minneap olis hospital and the Valley City post of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars was trying to raise $2,500 to buy artificial legs
for him.

Klein, a crewchief with D Troop,1 st Sq.,1 st Cav., got
together with another North Dakotan, Spec. 4 Duane Sather of
Pillsb ury, and they | aunched a fund drive in
AThe men of the troops really responded,
of them gave $20 or $25 to help a kid they

Adam. o
The result was a check sent to the Valley City VFW. It
helped put the Holmgren campaign over the top.

1o |

S
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53 Gls Balk at Order

To Return to Viet Battle

KHE SANH, Vietnam (AP) T Fifty -three American soldiers who balked at
an order to move into enemy - threatened territo ry were back in the field
Monday apparently spared disciplinary action. But their captain was relieved
of his command.

Word that the men would not be punished came from Brig. Gen. John G. Hill

Jr commander of a brigade operati nghweshcorBeout h Vi et na
supporting Saigonés campaign in Laos.

il suppose if | went by the book, we could take th
for refusing an order in the face of the enemy. But
field doing their duty, o said Hi Istl BrigalwSmnhaMedhanizedof t he
Division.

Al dondét think it should be blown out of proportio

Hill did disclose, however, that the commander of the armored cavalry
outfit involved Capt. Carlos A. Poveda, had been relieved of his command.

Hil | said that Poveda had fimade an error in tactics
losing control of his unit when he became separated from it.
The 53 men, members of two platoons of Bravo Troop, 1 st Squadron,1 st
Cavalry, Americal Division, had refused an order to move forward to secure a
damaged helicopter and Povedads armored vehicle.
Hill told newsmen that the current operation near the Laotian border
represented fia marked change in the war for these me
The general said some cavalry units which had been operating to the south
of Quang Ngai Province had never before faced the tough tactics employed by
the battle - seasoned North Vietnamese troops just below the Demilitarized
Zone.
AEach one of us has a point where it gets to us, o

to them. o
Informants gave this account of the incident:
The armored unit had attempted for three hours to dislodge an enemy ambush
on Highway 8 between L ang Vei and the nearby Laotian border. The two
platoons of Bravo troop moved up three times, bu t ran into heavy resistance
and pulled to await their heavy weapons and air support.

The third time forward, Povedabs armored personnel

and the platoons became separated.

Before dusk two other armored carriers moved up the highw ay and picked up

Poveda and his crew. Later, a helicopter made a forced landing behind the
abandoned command vehicle, but the chopper crew was evacuated.

Bravo Troop got orders to move forward again about 8:30 p.m. to secure the
chopper and command veh icle, but the men refused.

Hill was informed and sent the squadron commander Lt. Col. Gene L.
Breeding, to talk to the reluctant troops. Breeding spoke to the men, but 53
of them still balked.

Breeding decided to take no further action at the time. Another armored

unit, sent out Sunday morning, secured the chopper and carrier. Bravo troops
remained in the field Sunday, but Hill replaced Poveda with one of his own
officers.

Bravo Troop  was later pulled back and attached to a unit of the 5
Mechanized Division.

(Continued  -1)
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(Continued) 53 Gls Balk at Order To Return to Viet Battle

Questioned by newsmen, one of the men who had balked at the order told why
he did.
Spec. 4 Randy Thompson, Evansville, Ind., said he had volunteered for the
earlier mission to rescue the captain and carrier crew, but that he had
refused to go back.
AThe reason given was not a very good one, 0 Thomps
a piece of machinery that could have been replaced.
inris king any more |lives. 0
Thompson said Poveda had asked that the vehicle be destroyed rather than
risk his men, but that the higher command turned him down.
Thompson said he did not regard the unwillingness of the men to go and
retrieve the chopper and carrier as refusal to obey an order.
A never heard a direct order, o he said. AThey as
said no. o
Platoon Sgt. Billy Griffin, Valdese, N.C., said he had been willing to
follow his commander, but added that he believed the men wer e justified in
refusing.
AThey did take a good beating down there, o0 Griffin
down. They were tired. o
Spec. 4 Robert Curran, Aurora, lll. said that a team of volunteers went to
rescue the captain and his crew, but that a colonel would not let them throw
an incendiary grenade at the vehicle and destroy it so it would not fall into
enemy hands with secret maps and equipment aboard.

on
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625 Reds
Slain
AtFB -6

S&S Vietnam Bureau
SAIGONT Army of the Republic of Vietham (ARVN) infantrymen, supported by

American artillery and at Khe Sanh now lies silent and empty, its trash - strewn
perimeter guarded by a handful of American Gls.
The giant support base, abandoned by U.S. Marines in 19 68 after a long
Communi st siege ended, was reopened to provide suppor

Operation Lam Son 719 in Laos.
At the peak of the invasion 22,000 Vietnamese troops were deployed inside

Laos. Nearly all of them drew their logistical support f rom Khe Sanh.
Most South Vietnamese forces have been withdrawn from Laos and the U.S.

logistics apparatus at Khe Sanh has been disassembled.

iwhen they take up the damn runway, you know theyodyv
said one of the dozen or so military policemen who remain at the base,
referring to an aluminum - panel runway that was taken out a few days ago.

The last air plane to use the remaining runway flew out Thursday evening
loaded with heavy equipment.

Scattered everywhere are papers, sandbag s, empty ration cans, broken
timbers, ammunition and small white parachutes from illumination flares which
are used constantly at night. An overturned forklift lies in the center of the
airfield, damaged beyond repair.

About the only sign of life, othe r than an occasional ARVN soldier, are
armored vehicles from an Americal Div. unit.

One platoon here now has been in the operation since the beginning.

i We were the ones who cleared the road for the engi
sign at the border war ning GlIls not to gos iLtnRhailkVgna Jr.dwhd
commands the platoon.

iWebve been expecting to |l eave for a week. Thereds
protect anymore, 0 Wynn said. iFor the last few days
and destroying it. T he ARVN | eft a | ot and wedre going to de
can before we | eave, 0 he said, fiand we caved in all t

The men were destroying supplies and equi pment that
Huge clouds of black smoke were rising F riday afternoon as the men burned road

oil that was left behind.
The men are eager to leave the Khe Sanh ghost town, they said.

[Historian Note: The 1st/1st Cavalry troops as well as E Troop 1/1st Cav (11th
Bde.) had participated in this operation ]

ne:
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3 Gls Killed,
8 Hurt in Ammo
Truck Explosion
S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON T Three U.S. soldiers were killed and eight wounded
Wednesday morning when a three - quarter - ton truck loaded with C4
explosive an  d ammunition blew up at Camp Faulkner, three miles
southeast of Da Nang, U.S. Command spokesmen said.

Four buildings were destroyed and four other damaged in the
blast which occurred in the unit area of the 196 th Brigade, 23 ™
Inf. Div., spokesmen added . The cause of the explosion has not
been determined.

Command spokesmen said Wednesday that 12 additional Gls were
hurt Monday when an Army AH1 Cobra gunship fired rockets on a unit
ofthe3 @ Brigade,1 st Air Cav. Div., during a battle about 60
miles east - north - east of Saigon. Earlier, three men were reported
killed and 19 wounded in fighting with an enemy unit.

Two Americans died Monday when their Army OH6 helicopter was
downed and destroyed by enemy ground fire 17 miles southeast of Da
Nang, spok esmen said.

[Historian Note: 196 th Bde Avn OH - 6A #417 was found down by
D/1/1 st Cav searching for the missing helicopter at 1605H at
location, AT875550. LOH was called in missing at 1400H, while
working for 51 st  ARVN Regt. Blues were inserted at 1600H to secure
it. F/17 ® Cav (armor) has a platoon enroute to area. Blues found
1 US KIA (OFF) & 1 x US WIA(E) (EM). Dustoff completed 1640 to 95th
Evac. Also found 3 VC KIA. All female and several expended AK47
cartridges & 1 AK - 47 captured. Extraction at 1735H when 1/F/17
arrived. The UH - 1H that was extracting the OH - 6A detonated
unknown type mine, resulting in damage to main rotor blade and
fuel cell. The OH - 6A was a combat loss extracted at 1745 to Da
Nang. Documents found on VC were extracted to Chu Lai. (WO1
Donald L. Delaplaine and SP5 Charles W. Cook were listed as KIAs
fromthe 196t Bde Avn by the VHPA for this day. Tail number was
reported 67 - 16417 tail number listed by VHPA matches Americal
Division TOC report.)].
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FB Fuller

Shelled by

Reds Again

S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON T North Viethamese gunners renewed pressure on Fire
Support Base Fuller Wednesday as U.S. B52 bombers struck an area
just south of the Demilitarized Zone, a llied spokesmen said
Wednesday.

The command said the casualty toll from the ammunition truck
that blew up just south of Da Nang Wednesday has climbed to four
Gls killed and 19 wounded.

Eight buildings were destroyed and 45 damaged b y the blast,
command spokesmen said.

One Gl was killed and six wounded Wednesday when an Americal
Div. armored personnel carrier touched off a mine nine miles south
of Quang Ngai, the U.S. command said. [Historian Note: at 8:00
a.m. H/17 t© Cav, M113Ald etonated 155mm rd, B/T w/TWFD. Persons
were on top & inside vehicle. Res: 4 US WIA(e). Vehicle received
heavy damage. Then at 9:15 a.m. H/17 th  Cav, detonated B/T w/PTFD,
105mm round. results 1 US KIA, and 2 US WIA(E). Dustoff
completed at 1005 to Chu Lai. Location of both incidents was
BS655573. Several other incidents reported of mines by armor
units  in the Americal Division for this day. A/1/1 Cav  had heavy
damage to an M - 551 with three soldiers requiring dustoff from a
command det mine and 2 VC f ired M79 rounds ]

Americal infantrymen killed four Reds while taking no
casualties 25 miles south of Da Nang, command spokesmen said.
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Allies Kill 83

In Viet Sweeps
S&S Vietnam Bureau
SAIGON 1 Al lied forces killed 83 Communists Friday and
discovered the bodies of 22 more in action in northern and
central South Vietnam, spokesmen said Saturday.
In the only American ground action reported, an element of
the Ameri cal D% \Brigade killed®fi8 ve Reds and captured
two 30 miles south - southeast of Da Nang. There were no U.S.
casualties, the U.S. command said. [Historian Note: 198 th Bde.
R/4/3 at BT127275, at 23100H. while on E/F, AMC obsr 6x VC/NVA
w/2 AK47 evading. R/4/3 inserted and engaged w ith small arms
fire. Results 5 VC KIA. Assorted blue, black and tan
clothing. 2 CCHG CIA, 2 VNF WIA detained. 1 70 years, arm
wound not sustained in contact. Classified as innocent civilian.
2nd female 16 years old, evacuated to 91 st evac hospital. 16 year
old classified as civilian Def.]
Seven Communists were slain by Americal Div. gunships that
spotted an enemy squad 27 miles west of Quang Ngai, the command

said. There were no American casualties. [Historian Note:

D/1/1 st Cav action with 2 KIA by gunships and 2 killed by

artillery. B/123 d - Avn Bn action with 4 KIA and later another 3

KIA by gunships.

---  Nine Viet Cong were killed 45 miles south - southeast of Da

Nang in a clash in which two ARVN soldiers were killed and one

wounded.

---  Six Reds were slain 40 miles south of Quang Ngai by 22 nd Inf.

Div. troops who had one soldier slain in the fight.
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Gunships, Jets Kill 38 Reds;

Helo Downed Ove r Cambodia

S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON T A flurry of air activity dominated American combat
action in Vietnam and Cambodia over the weekend.

The U.S. command said helicopter gunships and tactical air
strikes killed 38 Communists and two Americans w ere killed and
one wounded when a U.S. Army OHB6 light observation helicopter
was shot down in Cambodia.

The helicopter went down Saturday in Kratie Province, where
the South Vietnamese army is conducting a new drive against
enemy sanctuaries in eastern Cambodia.

Gunships from the Americal Div. and tactical air strikes
killed 31 Reds 27 miles southwest of Quang Ngai in two days of
action, spokesmen said. In addition, two bunkers were destroyed
and there were two secondary explosions.

[Historian Not e:24 t Jul: D/1/1 st Cav (air) reported 3 VC KIA
and secondary explosion. B/123 d - Avn Bn reported 13 NVA KIA,
B/123 @ reported 3 NVA killed by Air Strikes working with 1/52 nd
Inf. Bn. B/123 d reported 1 NVA killed by Air Strikes.

25 Jul: B/123 d Avn Bnr eported 1 NVA, then 11 NVA, then 1 NVA

KIA as Blue team was being extracted by UH -1H; F/8 t Cav reported
1 KIA, then D/1/1 st Cav reported 1 KIA, then B/123 d reported 4
NVA KIA]

Further north 101 st Airborne Div. helicopter gunships killed
seven Communi sts six miles east of Khe Sanh, spokesmen said.

Meanwhile, spokesmen said B52 stratofortress bombers flew
five missions in Vietnam between noon Saturday and noon Sunday.

Four of the strikes were in the northern region, while one
struck 27 miles northwe st of Kontum in the central highlands.

About 40 U.S. helicopter sorties and 10 tactical air strikes
were flown in support of the new phase of Operation Toan Thang
1/71 in eastern Cambodia Saturday, spokesmen said.

--  Troops of the 1 st ARVN Div. killed eight Communists in
Quang Tri Province and a unit of the 2 nd ARVN Div. killed seven
Reds in Quang Ngai Province. ARVN losses were reported as one
wounded in the Quang Tri fighting.




The 6Dustoffd Men

FI'y I n, Fly Out...Ilithbestha Race W

By Holger Jensen
RED BEACH, Vietnam (AP)

-- An ammunition box falls on a Gl o&6s head at a

Rawhide . Twenty miles away four young men, dragged from sleep by a whistle
blast, steer their helicopter through rain sq ualls. It is after midnight, a
lonely time to fly.

Running lights are doused as the chopper approaches Rawhide. Two
fiNighthawk 0 [Historian Note: D 1/1st Cav helicopters ] gunships are circling
the fire base and the danger of a collision is very real. B ut lights make a
target for Viet Cong sharpshooters in the surrounding hills.

The aircraft drops blindly into an inky void and someone mutters on the
intercom: AChrist itdéds dark. o

Suddenly light flickers thinly on the ridge top below. Rawhide has
switched on truck headlights beside the small landing pad and the chopper
homes in. Before the skids touch earth stretcher bearers are running

forward.

The patient is given first aid as the helicopter claws skyward again.
Fifteen minutes later he i s at the 95t Evacuation Hospital in Da Nang and the
aerial ambulance - men of Dustoff 608 are homeward bound to Red Beach.

They will never know the patientdés name nor

they will go to sleep satisfied, mission accomplished.

di

i f

What the U.S. Army calls ADustoffodo is one of t

in modern warfare. Medical evacuation by helicopter assures hospital care
for every soldier in Vietnam within 3 minutes of sickness or injury.
Men who fly this lifeline see the worst side of the war - the wounded, the
fever -ridden, the maimed and the dead. They take risks that become magnified
as the war winds down.
But there is never a shortage of volunteers to fly the unarmed bird s with
the red crosses.

Lt. Scott Livingsto n, 24, of Cody, Wyo., is the aircraft commander of
Dustoff ~ 608. Eleven months and 600 combat hours over Vietnam have inured him
to the horrors of war, but he still gets the
when a wounded patient gives him a smile or a thumb S up sign.

A sociology graduate of the University of Wyoming, Livingston was shot
down last April near Pleiku. He only has a month left in Vietnam and he

rty

t he

he m

greates

worries every time he flies. But he goes on flying
down there needs hel p.o

At 29, pilot WO Walter Meeks, of Danville, Va., is the oldest crewman. He
entered the Army as a 17 - year - old high school dropout and spent one tour in
Vietnam as a combat infantryman before taking flight training. He is married
with two children.

A know what iités |like fighting on the ground, & he

people got hit and a Dustoff came i n, | 6d get tears

thankful. | wanted to be one of them, | wanted to arouse that emotion in
ot hers. o
Crew chief Willer t Wills, Kilgore, Tex., is only 21 but he feels he has
grown up in Vietham. Wills enlisted in the Army straight out of high school,
extended three times to remain in the war zone, has been shot up three times
in flight and shot down once. Recently he sig ned up for six years more
because of fithe bad job situation back home. 0

il 6ve got plenty of ti me, Il &dm still young, O
leave now | feel like a stranger. But Kilgore is a quiet, friendly place. |
guess 1611 go backdoawmahedayet t | e

Medic Anthony Lopez, 27, Dallas, Tex., entered the Army with an

(Continued  -1)
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(Continued -1)Flyin i Fly Out.

anthropology degree from Southern Methodist University. He calls himself a
pacifist, refers to the Vi etalComgr atsh diri ntdh aori dtuhe ene
volunteered for a second tour in Vietnam because fiso
is neededd over there. o

Twice Lopez has risked his life by jumping off his helicopter in enemy

terrain to search for wounded Gls. One time he bu mped into two men who
appeared to be Viet Cong.

Al was unarmed and they didnét shoot me, o he says.
showed compassion just as | would have. Al ve never
Vietnam. | 6m not here to hurt astoffadferentpat consi der D
of the war, something | can participate in with a cl

Lopez doesnét approve of American involvement in V
feels the United States fihad a job to do here but th
homewastwoyear s ago. O Meeks concedes the war fAhasndt be
but those demonstrators burn me up.o6 Wi lls wears an
flying suit and decl ares; fAWedbve done the right thin
the right way. o

As the war abates, the men of Dustoff 608 find themselves picking up fewer

combat casualties and more victims of accidents, illness and drug overdoses.

Inone 36 - hour period they evacuated the injured Gl from Rawhide, another Gl

suffering burns, and five Vietnamese, two soldiers with suspected typhoid, a
civilian injured in a traffic accident, a soldier with suspected meningitis

and a woman with chest pain.

fi | can remember when one chopper averaged six to el

sai d Meeks. ANow itds more | ike B8sawweekt hsometr mea
any operations going on. Most of our combat casualties are caused by booby
trapsnow ot heydére the worst kind. o

The 236  Medical Detachment, based at Red Beach, 109 miles north of Da
Nang, has seven helicopters serving three criti cal northern provinces. Last
January the unit carried 918 patients in September 393. But air crews spend
more flying time covering greater distances, and thus take more risks. The
closest thing to a milk run is a blood run i ferrying blood where it is
needed fast.

So far this year, eight helicopters flying out of Red Beach have suffered
damage from ground fire or mines that detonate under their skids.

AYoubre damn right wedre proud, 06 sa
special because we fly mi ssions others dondét f

id Livingston.
l'y. o

my
me




1 American Dies

196™ Inf. Gls
Engage Reds, Kill 7

S&S Vietham Bureau
SAIGON 1 American infantrymen of the 196 thInf. Brigade tangled with a Red
force 16 miles south of Da Nang Saturday [04DECT71] and killed seven
Commanists. One Gl was killed and one wounded, according to the U.S.
Command. [Historian Note: D Troop 1/1st Squadron  /ost SP4 Dennis Stewart on this

date.]

1,200 Marines Leave

ROKs Begin Pullout From S. Viet
DA NANG Vietnam (UPI) T The Republic of Korean (ROK) began withdrawing its
troops form Vietnam Saturday, shipping out 1,200 Marji
Dragond Brigade, the first ROK combat wunit to arrive
years ago.
South Vietnamese L t. Gen. Hoang Xuan Lam, commander of | Military Region
said his troops were fireadyo to assume the role bein
the departing ROK Marines.
The Marines who boarded the U.S. Navy ship Upshur Saturday are the first
element of a 10,000 - man initial withdrawal expected to be completed in seven
months. Korea has about 50,000 troops in Vietnam.
The Upshur is to arrive in Pusan on Thursday.
Elaborate and colorful ceremonies marked the standdown of the unit. The
Marines, looking sharp in their camouflage uniforms, were given a sendoff at
the quay by pretty girls, generals and a brass band. While the ships got
underway, the Marines lined the rail singing their brigade anthem as well
wishers waived small Korean flags.
During the morn ing special ceremonies were held in front of city hall here
during which Gen. Lam and government officials expressed appreciation to the
ROK Marines. High school girls placed garlands of flowers around the necks
of officers.
The return of the 7,000 - man brigade and a 3,000 - man Army logistical unit
will leave some 40,000 troops in the country.
The Marines arrived at Cam Ranh Bay in Oct., 1965 to become the first
combat outfit ever sent abroad from Korea. A medical unit had come to
Vietham weeks earli er.
During their six - year tour, the Marines later moved to bases at Tuy Hoa,
Chu Lai and Hoi An. A fact sheet stated that during combat operations to
that period, the Marines killed 9,600 Communist soldiers and captured 680.
The brigade suffered 1,070 men killed and 2,700 wounded.




[ Historian Notes: Americal Division Daily Newsheets were

printed to be shared one to every eight soldiers in the field.
reports were about what happened the previous day; however, the

The

weather forecast would normally b e for the current or the next
day. The Daily Newsheet reported on the operational areas of the

Americal. Ususally there were three - four operations

for the three

Infantry Brigade areas and s ometimes there was an operational area

for the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry. | will try to trim the extract

down to a page but still including all of the 1st Squadron, 1st
Regiment reported action to save space . Many of these trimmed

items may have connections to the 1st Squadron, 1st Regiment even
through the unit is not mentioned. Because the 1st Squadron was a

major unit some of the issues of the news sheet reported when
there was no significant activity for the 1st Squadron, 1st
Regiment. | have only included a few reports like this to
illustrate this.

| have randomly verified the stories against the Division S2/S3
reports. Sometimes there is a confirmation of the event reported

in the Division S2/S3 reporting and sometimes not. Other times
there is a confirmation of the event, but then there might be
something that was more eventful that was not reported. The
reporting in 1968 at least at the Division level was not very
detailed. And a common issue in working with the units, the 1st
Air Cavalry Divisionod6s 3rd Bri

gade was part

Division until Feb - Mar 68. Sometimes the 1st Squadron, 1st

Regiment actions were incorrectly described as 1st Air Cavalry
Division actions in the articles. It still continues today. In a
Vietham Magazine article related to Operation Lamar Plain

published in 2022, an Air Cava Iry unit ( Troop B, 2 Squadron, 17th
Cavaly ) from the 101st Airborneb6s 1st Brigade

1st Air Cavalry Division unit, simply because they were operating
as an Air Cavalry Helicopter unit. ]

May 1st, 1969 is when D Troop was assigned to the

Americal AO.

of



Vol. 3 No. 121 Thursday May 1, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST 2 May Partly to mostly cloudy with
thunder showers over the mountains.

High91 Low 77 - Temp.

High 98 Low 55 --  Humidity
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO ) -- Action was light to moderate in southern

| Corps yesterday, with Americal Division units reporting six NVA
and 37 VC killed, nine weapons captured, and 1,200 pounds of rice
found.

FREDERICK HILL-- The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav . reported 23 VC were
killed i n its area of operation.
" Blue Ghost " gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav . killed 16 VC in 10

contacts. Four VC were killed in a rice paddy 7 1/2 miles west
northwest of Tam Ky, and three were killed among pine shrubs 12

1/2 miles north - northwest of Tam Ky. N ine more were killed in
widespread actions from eight miles west - northwest to 15 1/2 miles
north - northwest of Tam Ky.

B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav . killed seven VC in skirmishes on
Barrier Island from 11 miles north - northwest to 12 1/2 miles

north - northwe st of Tam Ky.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship from F Trp., 8th Cav . killed another VC
in the jungle 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. A, 1 -46 Inf. found what is believed to be an NVA hospital
15 1/2 miles south - southwest of Tam Ky. The comp any found 15
hootches which had bandages, medical supplies, NVA uniforms, and
nurses uniforms. Also found was a rusty 45 caliber pistol and
five Chicom grenades.

Co. A, 2 -1Inf. killed a VC 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

IRON MOUNTAINSOmitted -

GENEVA PARKAOmitted ---

Seven Americal soldiers were killed and 19 were wounded and
evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 122 Friday May 2, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT May 3 Partly cloudy, over mountains mostly
cloud y with showers. Light winds morning and night blowing east
southeast by afternoon 8 to 10 knots with gusts 18 to 22.
Temp.H -92 L - 77; Humidity H -95L -55.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) -- Light action prevailed in so uthern |
Corps yesterday, with Americal Division units reporting one NVA
and 22 VC Kkilled. Operation Frederick Hill reported all the
kills.

* k k%

FREERICK HILL -- The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav . accounted for 17 VC
killed in its area of operation.
B Trp, 1st Cav. battled enemy forces for the second

consecutive day on Barrier Island kiling 16 VC in five
engagements within a half mile of each other 9 1/2 miles north of
Tam Ky.
A "Blue Ghost" gunship from F Trp., 8th Cav. killed a lone VC
inaricep addy 9 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.
GENEVA PARBOmitted ---
IRON MOUNTAIN Omitted ---
Thirteen Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for
medical treatment, according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 123 Saturday May 3, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT May 4 Partly Cloudy, warmer tomorrow,
showers in the mountains during the afternoon. Winds southeast
gusting to 20 knots by noon. Temp. H 93 L 55 Humidity H 95 L 55
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) -- Americal Division units encountered
light action in southern | Corps yesterday, with a reported 19 VC
killed and two weapons captured.

GENEVA PARKi Omitted....

IRON MOUNTAINSOmiitted...

FREDERICK HILL -- "Blue Ghost " gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav
killed four VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area eight miles west of
Tam Ky.

In a delayed report, C Trp., 1st Cav . found an AK - 47 rifle and

a carbine in a tunnel it was searching Thursday, five miles west
of Tam Ky.
Three Americal soldi ers were killed and 13 were wounded and
evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial report.
Sixteen Americal soldiers were killed in action last week.

In Operation Frederick Hill , the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. reported
killing 77 VC and capturin g three weapons.

" Blue Ghost " gunships from F Trp., 8th Cav . accounted for 50 of
the VC killed. The gunships killed 17 after engaging an unknown
size enemy force 15 1/2 miles north - northwest of Tam Ky, Monday.
Operation Iron Mountain: Omitted.
Operatio n Geneva Park and Russell Beach - Omitted.
[Historian Note: Althought D Troop was officially part of the 1st

Squadron, 1st Regiment as of 1 May 1969, F/8th Cavalry continues
to operate in the Air Cavalry role.]




Vol. 3 No. 134 Wednesday May 14 1969

MIRACQLE WEATHER FORECAST May 15 Fair to partly cloudy, winds blowing east
southeast 5 to 10 knots and gusting to 20 knots in afternoon. Probable
thundershowers over mountains. Temperature: H96 L 80

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10) -- Enemy activity decreased in the past 24
hours in the Americal Division. Units reported killing 47 NVA and
40 VC and 18 weapons, three crew - served, were captured.
IRON MOUNTAINSOmitted  --
FREDERICK HILL - Action in the 196th Inf. Bde. areas showed 17
NVA and 7 VC killed and eight weapons, one crew - served captured.
In an area six miles southeast of Tam Ky. Cos. B and C, 3 -21
Inf. killed nine VC and one NVA.
Elsewhere, near LZ Baldy gunships of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co.

killed four VC. In the same areathe 2 -1 Inf. accounted for one
NVA killed.

Fourteen miles southwest of Tam Ky, Co. A, 1 - 46 Inf. engaged
and killed one NVA and one VC, captured a SKS rifle and a AK -47
rifle.

Three hours later Co. A working with Recon, 1 - 46 Inf. killed
four NVA  and captured two AK - 47 rifles and a SKS.

In the same area, Co. B, 2 -1 Inf. found and M -72 LAW and one
pistol.

Two VC were killed by Co. D, 4 - 31 Inf. while Co. B, 1 - 46 Inf.
accounted for another one.

C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. captured an AK  -47 r ifle and a RPG
launcher.

[Historian Note: The 1/1st Cavalry was heavily engaged 13 - 15 May

1969 in a battle near Nui Yon. C 3/21st Inf. Bn. was over run in

the fighting. Two CMOH awards were made to medics from C 3/21st

Inf. Bn. Surpringly there is not mu ch mentioned of the severe
fighting in the daily newsheets ]

GENEVA PARKi Omitted ----




Vol. 3 No. 136 Friday May 16, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 17 Fair to partly cloudy with isolated showers

and thunderstorms over mountains. Winds blowing from southeast 5 - 10 knots and
gusting 15 - 20 knots in the afternoon. Temperature: H 97 L 79

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10) -- Devastating air strikes and artillery
fire accounted for 83 of 126 enemy killed in southern | Corps
yesterday  as combat action remained heavy.

Americal Division forces reported killing 82 NVA and 44 VC, and
capturing 28 weapons, Six crew - served.

FREDERICK HILL-- The long arm of Americal fire superiority
reached out to aid 196th Inf. Bde. soldiers, as 53 NVA met their
fate from air strikes, nine miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. A, 3 -21 Inf. found the enemy soldiers near Nui Yon. They
also captured 16 weapons, three crew - served.

Divarty also did the job in a big way as Btry. B, 3 -16 Arty.
fired a mission against an unknown size enemy force and killed 30
VC.

The mission, called in by a MACV advisor, occurred two miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

In three separate actions, Co. B, 3 - 21 Inf. accounted for nine
NVA killed and captured four weapons, one crew -served. Th e action
took place in an area six miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 3 -21 Inf. matched her sister company, also killing nine
NVA and captured two AK -47 rifles and two unknown type
machineguns. The unit was working about three and half miles
southof Ta  mKy.

Two NVA were killed by B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav ., three and a
half miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Other actions in the "Chargers" area of operations resulted in
one NVA and one VC killed.

IRON MOUNTAINSOmitted....

GENEVA PARKBOmitted...

Five Americal soldiers, missing in action since early Monday
morning, made their way back to friendly troops yesterday and
joined Co. B, 1 - 46 Inf.

[Historian Note: NVA troops had massed large forces to the west of
Tam Ky. 1st Squadron, 1st Regiment and C 3/21st Inf. Bn. were
having difficulty holding the enemy forces from finding a way

through to Tam Ky.. A tactical emergency was declared and the 1st

Bde of the 101st Airborne Division arrived at the Airfield south
of Tam Ky on 15 May 1969 to begin Oper ation Lamar Plain.]




Vol. 3 No. 137 Saturday May 17, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 17 Fair to partly cloudy, showers over the

mountains during afternoon and evening. Winds blowing southeast 5 - 10 knots
and gusting to 20 knots in the afternoon.

Temperature: H97 L 78

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL I0) -- Americal Division units reported 43 NVA
and six VC killed, and two weapons captured in southern | Corps
yesterday.

FREDERICK HILL -- Again yesterday activity centered in the 196t h
Inf. Bde. area of operations, as 43 NVA and five VC were killed
and one weapon captured.

The "Chargers" have accounted for 295 enemy Kkilled since
increased action began Monday morning.

Yesterday, Co. A, 1 - 46 Inf. discovered the bodies of 25 NVA
killed by artillery and air strikes 14 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Elements of the 3 - 21 Inf. engaged four VC, killing three of
them. The action took place, 14 miles west - northwest of Tam Ky.

Other contacts in the 196th AO resulted in two NVA and two VC
killed and the capture of one M - 16 rifle.

In one of the contacts made in the area this week, Co. C, 3 -21
Inf. fought off an NVA assault on the company perimeter.

"They fired RPG rockets at us all night like they were small
arms rounds,” said SP4 Jim McCloughan [Historian Note: Jim
McCloughan later  received the CMOH award for this action ] (South
Haven, Mich.). "But our teamwork paid off. We shared ammo when
needed and covered each others position when necessary," he added.

With assistance from C- 47 "Spookys" pounding the enemy
positions throughout the night, Co. C, 3 - 21 Inf. stopped the NVA
dead in their tracks.

B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav . found the bodies of 16 NVA killed
by artillery in an area five miles southwest of Tam Ky.

GENEVA PARROmitted...

IRON MOUNTAINSOmitted...




Vol. 3 No. 145 Sunday May 25, 1969 (Note only front page is
available and it has large dark smears covering some of the text).

MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 26 Fair to partly cloudy winds east

southeast 5 to 10 kno ts gusts 25 to 30 in afternoon, with some
thunder showers over the AO.
Temperature: H 101 L 80 Humidity: H 89% L 50%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) -- Ten NVA and 21 VC were killed and nine

weapons ??? crew - served were captured by ele ments ? the Americal
Division yesterday.
* % % %
IRON MOUNTAINSOmitted...
FREDERICK HILL - Units in the 196th area of operations

accounted for 14 VC killed.
Co. D, 4 -31 Inf. engaged and killed four VC, 17 miles west of

Tam Ky, while her sis ter companies A and E accounted for two more
VC, 20 miles west of Tam Ky.
Ten miles north of Tam Ky, D Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav . killed

eight VC for the remaining action.

GENEVA PARK- Six VC were killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area
yesterday.

"Blu e Ghosts" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. reported all the
kills. They killed the six VC and detained four VC suspects in
nine separate actions in an area five and half miles north to 11

miles north - northwest of Quang Ngai.

[Historian Note: This is the fir st Americal Division Daily

Newsheet we have that reports an action of Troop D, 1st Squadron,
1st Regiment. The transition is either done to replace F Troop,

8th Cavalry (Blue Ghosts) with D Troop, 1st Squadron as the

organic air cavalry support for 1st Squ adron, 1st Regiment...]




Vol. 3 No. 148 Wednesday May 28, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 29 Mostly to partly cloudy -- winds will be westerly
and blowing 5 to 10 knots Temperature: H 93 L 77

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0) -- The 27th annive  rsary of the Americal Division
yesterday, found division troops making small singular contacts with the enemy.

A total of 52 NVA and 12 VC were killed and nine weapons, one crew - served
captured.
FREDERICK HILL -- The 196th Inf. Bde. reported 27 NVA and four VC Kkilled in

its area of operations.

Co. C, 3 -21 Inf. uncovered the bodies of 21 NVA killed by small arms fire
and air strikes, six miles southwest of Tam Ky.

In the same location the company killed one VC trying to evade.

Meanwhile, Co. A, 2- 1 Inf. found the bodies of six more NVA killed by air
strikes in the same area.

In separate actions, Co. B, 2 -1 Inf,, F Trp., 8th Cav., and D Trp., 1st
Sqdn., 1st Cav. each accounted for one VC killed.

LAMAR PLAIN-- The 1st Bde., 101st Airborne Divi sion (Airmobile), originally

part of the Americal Division Task Force Oregon, has returned to the Americal
fold after an 18 month absence.
Under operational control of the Americal Division, the 1st Bde., 101st
Airborne is working reconnaissance in forc e missions in the mountainous jungle
terrain surrounding LZ Professional, five miles southeast of Tien Phuoc.
In operation Lamar Plain, the brigade is making sweeps of the area to dig
out what is believed to be an NVA regiment holed up in the rough terr ain.
Since units of the "Screaming Eagles" began working with the Americal's 1 - 46
Inf. they have accounted for 100 NVA and 34 VC killed and 43 weapons captured.
In action yesterday 18 NVA were killed and two weapons captured.
Americal troops of Co . A 1 -46 Inf. accounted for seven NVA killed in an
area six to eight miles southeast of Tien Phuoc.
In four separate contacts, B Trp., 2nd Sqdn., 17th Cav. killed seven NVA
nine miles southeast of Tien Phuoc.
The bodies of four NVA were found by Co. D, 1 -501 In., four miles south - east
of Tien Phuoc. The enemy had been killed by artillery.
IRON MOUNTAINdOmitted.....
GENEVA PARK In very light action yesterday, two VC were killed in the 198th
Inf. Bde. area.
A "Blue Ghost" light observation h elicopter of F Trp., 8th Cav., flown by
WO1 William T. Martin (Lake Charles, La.) was shot down by two VC, 12 miles
north - northeast of Quang Ngai.
Once the craft landed, WO1 Martin got revenge by killing the two VC with his
pistol. The crew was unharme d and the ship was extracted.




Vol. 3 No. 150 Friday May 30, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 31

Cloudy to partly cloudy with thunder showers later today in the
higher elevations. Winds 5 - 10 knots and variable.
Temperature: H95 L 77

Humidity: H 95% L 55%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10) -- Scattered light action continued
yesterday in the southern | Corps area, as 16 NVA and seven VC
were killed, two NVA detained, and six weapons captured.

IRON MOUNTAINdOmitted....

GENEVA PARK .. ...........

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. easily spanning a
large area killed one VC, nine miles southeast of Chu Lai, and
later detained two VC suspects seven miles north and four miles
northwest of Quang Ngai.

While on a road sweep, eig ht miles north of Quang Ngai, 3rd
Plt., H Trp., 17th Cav. found two AK - 47 rifles wrapped in cloth
alongside the road.

FREDERICK HILL --- In the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operations six
NVA and one VC were killed.

In the rugged mountain terrain, 23 miles west of Tam Ky, Co.
A, 4 - 31 Inf. killed a lone VC at 0850 hours.
Cav. units accounted for six NVA in an area four to five miles
west of Tam Ky.
A Trp. and D Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. each found three NVA

killed by small arms fire and air strikes.

LAMAR PLAIN-- Five NVA were killed an one weapon captured in
the joint operations of Americal units with the 1st Bde., 101st
Airborne Division near Tien Phuoc.

The recon element of the 1 - 46 Inf. engaged two NVA at close
range, 11 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, killing the two enemy and
capturing one U.S. .45 caliber pistol.

Air strikes accounted for the other three NVA killed in the area.

Co. A, 1 -501 Inf. found one, 12 miles southwest of Tam Ky,
while Co. D, 1 -501 Inf. found the other two NVA, 10 mi les
southwest of Tam Ky.




Vol. 3 No. 151 Saturday May 31, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST June 1
Mostly cloudy in the morning, partly cloudy in afternoon. Winds
east - southeast becoming variable, blowing 5 - 10 knots. Showers over
the mountains. Temperature: H 93L77 Humidity: H 90% L 55%
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) -- Two minor actions were the only enemy
contacts made in the Americal Division yesterday for the 24 hour
cease - fire in honor of Buddha. The totals found three NVA and
four V. C killed.
LAMAR PLAIN-- The two contacts were in the area being worked by the
1st Bde. 101st Airborne Division.

Light observation helicopters (LOH) were involved in both
contacts.

At 0815 hours, a LOH of B Trp., 2nd Sqdn., 17th Cav. received
ground fi  re from about six NVA, nine miles southwest of Tam Ky.

The LOH swooped low across the enemy position and engaged them
with an individual weapon Kiling one, while aerial rockets
accounted for another NVA killed.

In the other action involving a LOH fr om the 101st Aviation an
NVA was killed after the aircraft was engaged by small arms fire.

FREDERICK HILL -- In the 196th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations

the "Chargers" reported no enemy activity.

D Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., however found the bodies o f four
VC killed by small arms fire, five miles west of Tam Ky.

GENEVA PARK Two caches were found in the 198th Inf. Bde. area

yesterday.

Co. A, 1-52ndInf .found an additional 3000 pounds of rice, six
miles northwest of Quang Ngai, bringing their t wo day total to six
tons of rice.

A small ammo cache of 25 60mm mortar rounds with fuses and nine
magazines of an unknown type ammo, plus two type writers were
found with the ammo by Co. D, 5 - 46 Inf.

IRON MOUNTAIN- Activity in the 11th Inf. Bde. area was at a
minimum throughout the day.




Vol. 3 No. 152 Sunday June 1, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST June 1 Mostly cloudy throughout the day, increasing
cloudiness in the evening. Showers and/or thunder showers. Fog with a low
ceiling over valleys.
Temperature: H 92 L 77 Humidity: H 95% L 55%
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10) -- Action erupted in southern | Corps
yesterday as Americal units killed 40 NVA and 45 VC and captured
SiX weapons, two crew - served.

* k% %

IRON MOUNTAIN Omitted....

GENEVA PARK Six NVA and 37 VC were killed in the 198th Inf.
Bde. area yesterday.

Gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav . relentlessly hunted enemy soldiers
in a wide area, six miles northwest to 10 miles west of Quang
Ngai.

In 12 contacts, the ships accounted for three NVA and 26 VC
killed......

FREDERICK HILL 6Omitted....

LAMAR PLAIN- Omitted....

The Americal Division's 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. welcomed LTC John
H. Dure Il (Medford, Mass.) as its new commander in a brief
ceremony at Hawk H il yesterday.

LTC Dure, who replaces LTC Philip L. Bolte, served as
commandant of the Americal Combat Center before assuming command
of the "Dragoons”.

Take extra salt.
*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
SP5 Ed Conaway, Co - Editors
PFC Terry Mack,
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212




Vol. 3 No. 156 Thursday June 5, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST June 6 Partly cloudy with afternoon showers. Winds
along the coast will be easterly 8 to 10 knots, and gusting to 18 in afternoon.
Temperature: H 97 L 79 Humidity: H 90% L 50%
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) -- Increased action resulted in 33 NVA and
37 VC killed and eight weapons, two crew - served captured.

IRON MOUNTAIN-

FREDERICK HILL -- Twenty - one VC were killed in the 196th Inf.
Bde. area yesterday.

F Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for 16 of the VC killed in the day's

action.

The "Blue Ghosts" dueled with and won engagements with the VC
continually through the day, in an area eight to ten miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

Another four VC were killed by Co. C, 3 -21 Inf. in the same
area.

Artillery accounted for the other VC killed, when a bunker was
fired upon and destroyed, 10 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Two NVA we re found, killed by small arms fire, by C Trp., 1st
Sqdn., 1st Cav., six miles southeast of Tam Ky.
GENEVA PARKOmitted...

LAMAR PLAIN&Omitted...

AWARDS SILVER STAR 1LT Patrick J. Mackey - 1-1 Cav.




Vol. 3 No. 160 Monday June 9, 1969 (Copy pr ovided by Chuck Seketa
1/20th Inf. Bn. Veteran)
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST June 10 Increasing cloudiness late tomorrow, with

scattered afternoon showers. Winds will be westerly 5 - 10 knots. Temperature:
H95 L78

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL IO )-- Two NVA sapper attacks aimed at two
forward firebases were repelled by Americal troops early Sunday
morning.

The results of the attacks found 21 of the 25 NVA Kkilled in the
division area.

Other scattered encounters added seven VC to the total, and in
addition, the bodies of another 43 enemy soldiers were found.

IRON MOUNTAIN...

The Hawk Hill firebase of the 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. was the scene
of the other NVA assault early Sunday morning.
SP4 Edwin P. Corrales (Hanamaululu, H awaii), on guard at the

time said, "The men were just walking casually into the wire and
then | opened up on them."

Corrales was aided by other A Trp . soldiers who blasted the
NVA, killing nine of the enemy insurgents.
A morning patrol found one RPG launcher, an AK - 47 rifle, one

7.62mm pistol and about 100 Chicom grenades.

LAMAR PLAIN i Omitted.

FREDERICK HILL -- One NVA and 10 VC were killed in the 196th
Inf. Bde. area of operations yesterday.

F Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for one NVA and two VC killed in
three contacts over a wide - spread area.

To the west of Tam Ky, four units of the 196th Inf. Bde. zeroed
in on targets to account for five of the VC killed.

Later, Co. B, 3 - 21 Inf. engaged eight VC, killing two, seven
miles southwest of Tam Ky.

GENEVA PARBOmitted....




Vol. 3 No. 164 Friday June 13, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST June 14 Partly cloudy with isolated
showers over the mountains and along the coast. Winds from the
southeast 10 to 15 knots. Temperature: H91 L 70
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) -- Americal Division units killed 21 NVA
and 25 VC and captured four weapons yesterday.

One crew - served weapon was destroyed.

FREDERICK HILL -- The 196th Inf. Bde. reported killing one NVA
and 14 VC and captured two weapons.

Co. B, 2 -1 Inf. zapped seven VC in four meetings with
"Charlie”, 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Meanwhile "Gimlets" of the 3 - 21 Inf. contributed four VC to the
cause, as well as capturing one M -16 and one French MAT  -49 9mm
submachinegun, in operations west of Tam Ky.
One NVA body was found by recon 3 - 21 Inf. 11 miles west of Tam
Ky.
Twenty - four miles west of Tam Ky, Co. D, 4 - 31 Inf. killed two
VC, while a sister company A blasted one other VC.
A Trp., 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. killed one V C and found the bodies

of five more VC killed by air strikes, 16 miles northwest of Tam
Ky. CandD Trp .each added one VC killed in the days total.
IRON MOUNTAIN Omitted...
GENEVA PARRBOmitted...
LAMAR PLAIN- Omitted...




Vol. 3 No. 172 Saturd ay June 21, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST June 22 Fair to partly cloudy with showers in the
afternoon. Winds from the northeast at 5 to 10 knots. Temperature: H 97 L 79
Humidity: H 93% L 55%
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0) -- Through out southern | Corps yesterday,
49 NVA and 19 VC were accounted for and three weapons captured.
FREDERICK HILL -- A total of 43 NVA and four VC were killed and
three weapons captured in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.
The 2 -5 ARVN's in action, 13 to 14 miles west of Tam Ky,
engaged an unknown size enemy force killing 20 NVA and capturing a
60mm mortar.
Later they found the bodies of 20 NVA killed by airstrikes and
artillery in the same area.

Co.D,4 -31Inf., working 15 miles west of Tam Ky, killed thre e
NVA and one VC and captured an AK - 47 rifle in two encounters.

In other action, units of the 2 -1 Inf. killed three VC,
captured one NVA soldier and a .45 caliber pistol.

B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav . killed 10 VC in a battle seven
miles north of Tam K y.

The cavalrymen had received 10 to 12 RPG and mortar rounds and
retaliated by blasting the enemy force.
IRON MOUNTAINSOmitted....

No kills were reported in Operation Geneva Park and Lamar Plain
yesterday.
Below are entries related to the 1st S quadron, 1st Cavalry from
the Ame r ical Division S2/S3 report ing for 20JUNG9
2 1000H | c/1/1 cav, BT231315 at O0O035H, recod 3x60mm mort
5 0620H | HQ/1/1 Cav, BT231315, (en) BT208304 (mort) & BT200275 (rkt) at 0600H, obs 1 unk type mort

land 100m fm perimeter. Obs 2 unk type mortars land in vil outside perimeter. Obs 3x122mm
rkts land by 5th ARVN compound, res: 3 unk type mort & 3x122mm rkts, neg cas or dam to US
personnel. Firing counter-mort & counter rkt. Notified Il MAF SGT Pachneiski.

28 1250H | B/1/1Cav,BT209344 at 1240H, recdd 3 RR rds, res

40 1447H | D/A/1Cav, BT297345 at 1515H, recdédd SAF whil e in
(members of snatch team).

44 1550H | B/l/ACav,BT254420 at 15062d0 HJNSPEFO,s reensgg 6 VC KI A,
(Info only). (Added information to entry: add to spot report: 3 IWC, 1 M-16, 1 CKC, 1
Springfield.)

46 1630H | B/1/1 Cav, BT295344 at 1620H, detained 1 MAM, while questioning, detainee started running
&evading, engdd, res: 1 VC KIA.

58 1835H | B/l/ACav, BT295355 at -12#ds 6fRPG anceuokdygpe niofi fire. Obs 9 MAM

evading, engdd, r e WIA (M). Natiiied ®&/$ F+C Brosdick 1G-3L6B Baucum,
G-2 LTC Nelson, Ill MAF SGT Strain, USARV MAJ Wilkerson.

69 1937H | B/l/ACav,BT267349 at 1925H, obs 20 MAM evading
[M-48 tanks] and M-60, neg assessment.
70 20104 | B/2/1Cav,BT258359 at 1955H, reco6d 2 RPG and 6 r

2 RF 0 s ).\MIMAF CPE Phillips.




Vol. 3 No. 175 Tuesday June 24, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST June 25 Partly to mostly cloudy with rain showers in the
vicinity during the afternoon. Winds will be light and variable and blowing from the east
from5to 15 knots. Temperature: H95 L 80  Humidity: H 90% L 55%
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) -- Americal units accounted for 17 NVA and
25 VC killed in a day of light action in southern | Corps.

IRON MOUNTAINSOmiitted...

FREDERICK HILL -- The 196th Inf. Bde. tallied three NVA and 12 VC
killed for the day.

Search missions in the OZ uncovered eight VC killed by
artillery and two NVA done in by airstrikes.

Co. B, 2 -1 Inf. added four VC to the total in three
engagements, 20 to 21 miles nort hwest of Tam Ky.

Elements of 4 - 31 Inf., after receiving automatic weapons fire
answered back with their own calling card, a heavy dose of M
fire, killing one NVA soldier in action 15 miles west of Tam Ky.

C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav . turned their m ight on enemy forces,
11 miles northwest of Tam Ky and accounted for 10 VC killed.

GENEVA PARK F Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for three VC killed in

separate incidents, nine to ten miles northwest and nine miles
west of Quang Ngai.

LAMAR PLAIN-- Co. C, 1-502 Inf, 1st Bde., 101st Airborne
Division reported finding the body of one NVA, 17 miles southwest
of Tam Ky.

SN BECOMES SSAN
On July 1, 1969]  the old Army serial number vanishes and your Social
Security number takes its place. Now is the time to start telling everyone who
writes to you to put the new eight - digit number in place of the old.
Then, if the name or unit on the envelope becomes unreadable, your location

can be traced via your Social Security Number and you will receive your mail.

-16




Volume 3 No. 194 Americal Daily New Sheet Sunday July 13, 1969

CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST1 July 14 Partly to mostly cloudy with rain over
the mountains and isolated showers along the coast. Winds from NE at three to

10 knots. Temperature H 97 L 80 Humidity H 90 L 50

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) i Troops A, B and D of the Americal
1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., killed five VC in the largest encounter in southern |
Corps yesterday.

D Trp. made the first contact at 1700 hours when the unit killed two evading
VC, 10 miles west of Tam Ky.

Ninety minutes later, B Trp . killed two more VC, five miles northwest of Tam

Ky. ATrp .also gotin on the act when they killed alone VC in the same area
as D Tr p .cénsct.

The remainder of the Americal Division combined to kill two NVA soldiers,
one VC, and capture three individual weapons as action remained light.

FREDERICK HILL i Omitted...

IRON MOUNTAIN i Omitted...

GENEVA PARKI Omitted...

Volume 3 No. 196 Americal Daily New Sheet Tuesday July15 ,196 9

CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECASTT July 16 Clear to partly cloudy with a chance
of afternoon or evening showers over the mountains. Winds are expected to be

northeast along the coast. 10 - 15 knots, inland , winds will be southwest, 10
20 knots.
Temp. Humidity
HIGH: 97 78%
LOW: 85 45%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) T After nearly two weeks of extremel y light and

scattered action in southern | Corps, Americal Division soldiers got back into
the sing of things yesterday when they killed 25 NVA and 13 VC and captured
four individual weapons.

Americal units also uncovered the bodies of 11 NVA and one VC who had been

killed by artillery and airstrikes.

IRON MOUNTAINdOmitted...

LAMAR PLAINO Omitted.....

FREDERICK HILL 7 Air Force FACS directed airstrikes on the coastal area 24
miles north of Tam Ky which killed 11 NVA.

Aerial observers called i n artillery strikes on an area 16 miles northwest
of Tam Ky which resulted in the deaths of four VC.

At 0715 hours yesterday morning, a recon
3- 21 Inf., engaged and killed a lone VC 12 miles west of Tam Ky.

fi Bl u eo s5thgunships from F Trp., 8th Cav . reported the last contact of the
day when they killed one VC 26 miles west of Tam Ky.

D Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav ., called in artillery strikes on an area 12 miles

west - northwest of Tam Ky which resulted in one VC bein g killed.

pl atoon

f

di vi si o

r

om



Volume 3 No. 197 Americal Daily New Sheet Wednesday July 16 ,196 9
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST July 17 Fair to partly cloudy and warm, with

scattered thundershowers over the mountains. Winds will be northeast along the

coast, 5 -10knots, a  nd southwest in inland areas, 15 - 25. Temperature H 98 L 78
Humidity H 85 L 50

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) T Soldiers of the Americal Division
killed five NVA and nine VC and found the graves of 20 enemy
soldiers in light action in s outhern | Corps yesterday.
Americal elements also captured a 7.5 French machinegun, one
Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR), two M - lriflesan M - 1 and a sewing
machine.
LAMAR PLAIN ¥ Cavalry troopers of the 101st Abn.
2- 17, engaged four NVA s oldiers at noon yesterday while sweeping

the mountains 11 miles south of Tam Ky.

B Trp. (2-17 Cav) killed one NVA upon contact and called in
airstrikes which accounted for three VC deaths.

I n that same ar ea, ABl ue GhoFsTrpg 8ttcth o pap.er s
killed another VC.

While searching a mountainous area 14 miles west - northwest of
Tam Ky, elements of D co., 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav ., killed a VC who
was evading.

IRON MOUNTAIN T Omitted...

GENEVA PARKI ........

While on a search and clear oper ation, four miles west of Tam
Ky, elements from D Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., found two M -1

rifles.




Vol. 3. No. 204 Wednesday July 23, 1969 (From Steve Hempel Oct

2014)

CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST July 24

Cloudy with morning and afternoon showers. Winds will be from NW 3 to 10 knots
in the AM and Variable 5 to 10 with gusts to 18 knots in afternoon and evening.

Temp HB87 L77

Hum H 98 L 65

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) 8 Another day of light and scattered action was
experienced in s outhern | Corps as Americal Division soldiers killed nine NVA
and an equal number of VC.
LAMAR PLAINAOmitted....
FREDERICKHILLO6fi Pol ar Bear so fr e3h I , dhgaged fivdVC in the
thick triple canopy jungles 30 miles west of Tam Ky.
Only o ne of the Communists managed to escape, as D Co. killed four of the
enemy.

D Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav ., working in an area 10 miles west - northwest of
Tam Ky, found the bodies of two VC who had been killed by artillery fire. The
VC had been dead for fou r days.

Alpha Company, 4 -31 Inf , found 1,700 pounds of rice while sweeping an area
24 miles west of Tam Ky.

The rice was in bags and crocks and found buried in and around hootches.

The final action in the 196th Bde. area took place 15 miles west o f Tam Ky,
when fAGi mirommC€a, 3 -21 Inf , engaged and killed a VC who was trying to
evade.

IRON MOUNTAINd Omitted....

GENEVA PARRBA Bl u e Ghdahappers from F Trp., 8th Cav ., killed an evading
VC 10 miles north - northwest of Quang Ngai City for the only enemy casualty in
the 198th Bde. area.

Elements from 1-52nd Inf , searching in the same area, found an additional 15
bunkers and three spider holes.

While on a search and clear mission 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai, B Co.,
1-52nd Inf ,foun dabooby - trapped 105mm round with a vine attached to it being
used as a trip wire.




Vol. 3. No. 207 Saturday July 26, 1969
CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST July 27  Mostly cloudy to cloudy with a few rain

showers expected, with variable winds from the NE at 3- 5 knots, increasing to
3- 10 knots.
Hightemp -- 92 Humidity -- 93
low -- 77 55
CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0) -- Thirteen VC and four NVA were killed in
southern | Corps yesterday as Americal Division soldiers

experienced light and scattered action.
The Americal team also captured 10 individual weapons.
FREDERICK HILL-- Two seemed to be the magic number for the

"Polar Bears" of B Co., 4 - 31, as they killed two NVA and two VC
and captured two AK -47's in the jungles 18 miles west - northwest
of TamK .

The first contact came at 1020 hours when B Co. engaged and

killed one NVA and two VC.

An hour later, the company engaged three NVA, killing one of
them.

While working in the coastal regions 18 miles north - northwest
of Tam Ky, A Co. of the 26th Engr. Bn, engaged three VC.

The "White Lions" of A Co. managed to kil one of the
Communists.

The final action of the day in the 196th Bde, OZ was recorded
by D Trp., 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav ., While operating in the jungles 17
miles northwest of Tam Ky.

D Trp. killed two VC during the encounter.

IRON MOUNTAINSOmitted...

LAMAR PLAINOOmitted...

GENEVA PARKOmitted...

A Trp.,, 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., kiled an evading VC while
sweeping a mountainous region four miles south of Tam Ky.




Vol. 3 No. 234 Friday August 22, 1969
CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST August 23 Partly cloudy, becoming mostly cloudy

late Sat. Isolated thundershowers and rain showers are expected in the
mountain areas. Winds are expected to be light and variable southeast along
the coast at 10 - 15 knots
Temp. High -96 Humidity 90

Low- 77 50

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

FREDERICK HILL 8Omitted..

IRON MOUNTAINSOmitted...

GENEVA PARK The hottest area of the day in the 198th B rigade's
operational zone seemed to be located 12 miles west of Quang Ngai.

Saber gunships yesterday morning detained two VC suspects in
the area.

Later in the day, a brigade forward air controller, Air Force
Captain Chuck Tarr (Niceville, Florida) d irected three airstrikes
in the area which destroyed eight structures, three bunkers, and
damaged five additional structures.

In the late afternoon, Saber gunships of D Trp, 1 -1 Cav
received gunfire which was immediately returned. On a subsequent
sweep of the area, D Co. 1 -52nd Inf. found three dead NVA and
captured one. One AK - 47, one AK - 44 and two other rifles were also
captured.

A Vietnamese female, wounded by a VC thrown Chicom grenade, was
medevaced to the 91st EVAC Hospital in Chu Lai. She wa s trying to

flee from a group of VC who were trying to organize a PSYOPS
meeting 5 miles west of Chu Lai.

A Co., 5 -46 Inf. discovered 1,000 pounds of rice and 1,000
pounds of corn hidden in 15 hooches in an operation 13 miles
north - northeast of Quang Ng ai. This is only 6 miles northwest of
the area where B Co., 5 - 46 Inf. made their big salt find a few
days ago. The total of that cache continues to rise. The men of
B Co. have bagged 35 tons of salt thus far.




CHU LAI TV SCHEDULE

MONDAY AUGUST 25, 1969

1400 NEWS

1405 Movie: Three Faces West

1530 TBA

1600 Dean Martin

1700 Wild Wild West

1800 Operation Entertainment Drawing of a television with
1900 Richard Diamond Rabbit ear antenna

1930 News and Sports

1940 Don Rickles Caption on screen is:
2005 Laugh -1In CH. 13

2100 Gunsmoke

2200 NEWS

2205 Carol Burnnett

2300 Tonight Show

TUESDAY AUGUST 26, 1969
1400 NEWS

1405 Lost in Space

1500 SPECIAL: Elv  is Presley
1600 Wrestling

1700 Mission Impossible

1800 Hollywood Palace

1900 Beverly Hillbillies

1930 News and Sports

1940 TBA

2005 Star Trek

2100 Jerry Lewis

2200 NEWS

2205 SPECIAL: Saga of Western Man
2300 MOVIE: Royal Scandal

For the latest in the world of sports, news, and weather around CHU LAI:

AFVN 13




Volume 3 No. 240 Americal Dall y New Sheet  Thursday August 28, 1969

CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECASTI August 29
Fair to partly cloudy skies. Winds will be light to variable from the east

tonight and tomorrow morning at 5 - 10 knots, with gusts up to 15 knots tomorrow
afternoon.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) T Light and scattered action prevailed over
southern | Corps yesterday as Americal soldiers killed 15 VC, and
captured 25 weapons, six of which were crew - served.

FREDERICK HILL --- Omitted...

GENEVA PARK T 198th soldiers continued to experience light action
Wednesday.

While searching a village 11 miles southeast of Chu Lai, the
AProfessional so0 o0-#6 Ik obSarved tvBo VC crawling into a
tunnel. After several attempts at coaxing them out had failed, hand
grenades were thrown into the tunnel. The results of this action were
one VC killed, one captured and a carbine seized.

A mile away, while sweeping another area, A Co. detained three VC

suspects, two of whom were believed to be medics because of the m edical
supplies they were carrying.
Elsewhere, an element of B Troop, 1st Cav. recovered the body of a
VC, killed by artillery about 10 miles south of Chu Lai. A carbine was
also found.

At 1945 hour s, the AProfessi-ot kfl engagebd Cnd Co .
killed a VC 15 miles southeast of Chu Lai.

IRON MOUNTAINT The dayés heaviest fighting took pl a
operational area of the fAJungle Warriors.o

The fASykes RegWBICal sa0lnf worked all dayinan area six
miles northwest of Duc Pho. An hour after dawn, they saw and engaged a
VC while on a search and clear operation. The pajama - clad enemy was
killed trying to escape.

At 0845, SykbsdRegillars 0 t ook a VC suspect into cust
suspect did not have an 1.D.

Later in the day, the men of B Co. spotted two pack - carrying VC
walking along a path five miles northwest of Duc Pho. One VC was killed
in the brief skirmish that ensued.

In another morning incident, C Trp 1st Squadron, 1st Regiment
detained seven VC suspects six miles south of Duc Pho. In the process of
evacuating the suspects, one was killed attempting to escape into the
thick underbrush.

At 1550, D Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Regiment found the bodies of two
VC 19 miles northwest of Duc Pho. The enemy had been ki lled by
artillery no more than 24 hours earlier.

Less than a mile away, the AAl ways Fi-1lsft o sol dfi
detained seven VC suspects.

ACo.3 -1 I nf had two VC rally to them within an
yesterday. One was a 40 - year - old male who had been with the VC for
three years and the other was a 15 - year - old boy who had been a VC for

less than a month.

For the seventh consecutive day LZ Bronco, brigade headquarters,
received enemy rockets. At 1730, three 140mm rockets hit the LZ,
causing light casualties.

o d

ho




Vol .3 No. 245 Americal Daily New Sheet Tuesday Sept. 2, 1969
These issues were obtained by James B. Simms and Mike Crutcher

from Carlisle Barracks, PA.)

CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST1 September 3 Cloudy to mostly cloudy with rain
sho wers over the mountains. Winds will be south to southeast at 8 to 15 knots.

Temperature H89 L 79 Humidity H 96 L 50

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) 1 Action was extremely light and widespread

in the Americal area Monday as soldiers of the Division were
credite  d with killing 10 VC and one NVA.

IRON MOUNTAIN i Shortly after dawn, troopers of D Troop,1 -1
Cav. ran into an estimated platoon size force of VC five miles
southeast of Duc Pho. Contact was broken after a few minutes, but
not before six of the enemy had been killed.

El sewhere, a | one VC was spotted by the
Co. 4 - 3Inf. crawling into a spider hole four miles southeast of
Duc Pho. After several attempts at talking the enemy out of his
hiding place had failed, a grenade was thrown into the hole. A
search later revealed the VC had been killed.

At 1450 the AAl ways Fir st-tinfofdundBr avo co.
basecamp, built within a rock formation big enough to sleep a
company of men. Fresh food and miscellaneous gear indicate that
the camp had been occupied a short time earlier. A search of the
area turned up the VC suspect.

FREDERICK HILL 8 Omitted....

GENEVA PARBOmitted....




Vol .3 No. 247 Americal Daily New Sheet Thursday Sept. 4, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECASTi September5  Cloudy becoming mostly cloudy with
rain - showers in the Chu Lai area. Winds will be variable at 5 knots becoming
northeasterly at 10 knots.
Temperature  High @ 95 Low 1 78 Humdity @ High 7 90 Low 1 50

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) T Action in souther n | Corps continued to be
generally light Wednesday as Americal units were credited with killing 31 NVA

and six VC. One crew - served and four individual weapons were captured in the
dayés fighting.
IRON MOUNTAIN i The heaviest fighting in the Americal area continued to

center around the fARice Bowl, 0 six miles south of Dug
soldiers and 17 additional bodies were found in the wake of fierce fighting
that raged in the rice rich region Tuesday.

Elements of the 1-1Cav. and CCo.4 -3 Inf. tangled off and on during the
day with soldiers of the 3rd NVA Divisionds 2nd Regin
clear operations.

The dayds heaviest contact wa®Tma clesheawithadrdu® when
of seven NVA five miles southwest of Duc Pho. The cavalrymen, with the aid of
airstrikes, killed al | seven in the fighting.

Americal soldiers have killed 52 of the enemy and captured 16 weapons, three
crew - served, in the two days of fighting.

I n other action in the 11th Bde.tbhse ofiplelrvaatyi so nFailr sztoon eo,
Bravo Co.3 -1 Inf. found the body of an NVA 16 miles northwest of Duc Pho. The
enemy, dressed in a brown uniform, had been killed within the past 24 hours by

artillery.
At 1400, three VC suspects were detained by the recon elemen tofthe 1 -20
Inf . while working in an area four miles north of Duc Pho.
Frederick Hill - Omitted...
GENEVA PARK--- BTrp.,1 -1Cav. discovered a tunnel complex inan area 12
miles northwest of Quang Ngai. A preliminary search revealed freshly butch ered

beef. The troopers blew the complex, killing a VC who had been hiding in one
of the tunnels.
Later in the morning, in the same area, B Trp . found and destroyed eight
bunkers.
El sewhere, the ARegul ar s-6Inbdontibuedtafinded®o. 1 mybase
areas 12 miles southwest of Chu Lai. The 198th infantrymen found one Tuesday,
as reported in the news sheet, and discovered another one yesterday. Nearly a
ton of corn, 500 pounds of rice, medical supplies, ammunition, documents, and
miscellaneou s items were seized in the find.

In the final action of the day, A Co. 5 - 46 Inf. detained six VC suspects 14
miles north - northeast of Quang Ngai. Three VC suspects were detained a mile
from this location Tuesday.
From Americal Division S2/S3 reports for 3SSEP69

4 0550H A/1-1 Cav, BS820310 at 0455H, rec 4xRPG rds w/NCD. Also Entry# 7 0820H 11th
Bde, C/1-1 Cav, BS832304 at 0635H. 1xNVA walked up to the peri waving a US 45
cal pistol in the air. The NVA was wearing a green shirt. He was asked to Chieu Hoi
but would not Unit eng, res: 1xNVA KIA, 1xUS .45 cal pistol CIA

12 0852H C/1-1 Cav, BS848318 at 0800H, fd 9xNVA KBSAF. Neg wpns. Bodies less than
24xhrs old. Neqg unit ID.

14 0900H A/1-1 Cav, BS817311 at 030845H, rec SAF fr 6XNVA w/NCD. Called G/S (gunships).

18 1010H C/1-1 Cav & C/4-3, BS831301 at 0955H fd 5xNVA 1xKBA, 4XxKBSAF, killed less than
24xhrs ago.

20 1056H A/1-1, BS819345 at 1050H. Fd 2x7.62 Soviet MG & 1xAK-47. SN Soviet MG:
245301: AK-47: 10079093.

21 1037H A/1-1, BS819305 at 1015H, eng & killed 2xNVA. 1x50 cal MG CIA. SN: 123400.

ne n

—




Vol. 3 No. 249 Americal Daily New Sheet Saturday Sept. 6, 1969

CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECASTI September 6 [?Sept7] Mostly cloudy with
scattered morning and afternoon showers. Winds westerly at 5 to 8 knots

southeast along the coast in the afternoon 8 to 15 knots.

Temperature H91 L 76
Humidity H 90% L 50%
CHU LAI (AMERICAL) 1 Extremely light action continued to prevail over

southern | Corps Friday, as Americal Division units reported 13 NVA and seven
VC killed, two suspects detained and one weapon captured.

FREDERICK HILL 7 Omitted....

IRON MOUNTAINT I n the first action of the da

and

y, the3A0OIl d
he

Inf. found the body of an NVA four m iles south of Duc Pho.

was recovered a few yards away.
Shortly after noon, an element of D Co. 3
19 miles north of Duc Pho. The suspect was carrying a false I.D.

- 1 Inf. detained a male VC suspect

Three hours later, the troopers o f ATrp.1 -1Cav. recovered the body of a

VC who had been killed by small arms fire 24 hours earlier. The action took
place five miles southwest of Duc Pho.

Six Viet Cong were killed by artillery fire 14 miles west of Duc Pho in the
heaviest single enc ounter of the day. The enemy soldiers had been spotted by
an element of Bravo Co. 4 - 3 Inf. operating in the area.

Elsewhere, the recon element of the 3
force eight miles southwest of Quang Ngai. the brief fire fig ht resu
the death of one NVA.

At 2020, the men of Delta 4 - 3 Inf. engaged and killed an NVA sniper at LZ
San Juan Hill, 11 miles west of Duc Pho.

GENEVA PARKi Omitted....

PREPARATION FOR THE MONSOON SEASON

Each year with the advent of mon soons and attendant flash floods and heavy
rains, unnecessary losses occur to personnel, and equipment. Combat
readiness/effectiveness is also degraded under these conditions.

The northeast monsoon, extending from October until April is separated from
the southwest monsoon season by a mid - September to late - October trans
period. This autumn transition period, commencement of which can fluctuate
between September and early November, normally produces the heaviest amount of
the annual rainfall.

The present normal southeast monsoon flow, which will give way to the
northeast monsoon, continues to indicate
this year will be normal, that is, around mid - September.

Average rainfall for September is about 16 inc hes. During October the
weather should be complete under the influence of the northeast monsoon with
incidence of precipitation increasing dramatically during the month. Average
rainfall for October is about 25 inches.

In November the rainfall will be gin its decline which will last until March
when the weather should be generally characterized as fair. Average rainfall
for November is about 16 inches diminishing to nine inches in December and
about four inches in January. By mid
weak and by April disappear entirely as the precipitation ends and the dry
season begins. Itis noted and emphasized that the data cited here
generally true on a Corps - side basis. However, recorder maximum and minimum
levels of rainfall can and do vary widely from recorded norms and from place to
place.

- 1 Inf. engaged an unknown size enemy

lted in

itional

t hat

- March the northeast m onsoon should become
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Vol. 3No. 2 62 Americal Daily New Sheet Friday Sept. 19,1969
CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECASTi Sept.20  Cloudy to mostly cloudy with
scattered morning and afternoon showers. Wi nds variable 5 to 10 knots.
Temperature H89 L 75 Humidity H95 L 60
CHU LAI (AMERICAL) 1 Action in southern | Corps was extremely
light and widespread Thursday as Americal Division units reported
killing seven enemy soldiers, five of them whom w ere Viet Cong.
GENEVA PARREight enemy 122mm rocket launchers were captured b
infantrymen of Charlie Co., 5 - 46 Inf. early in the morning 24
miles southwest of Tam Ky. The Launchers were found in a bunker
under a group of hooches surrounded by heavy veg etation. Also
seized were eight tripods, three sights and three bore brushes,
all made specifically for a 122mm rocket launcher.
Later in the day, four VC were spotted and engaged by the men
of Co. D, 1- 52nd Inf. as they were sweeping an area eight mil es
west of Quang Ngai. One of the enemy soldiers was killed before
the other managed to escape.
Two hours later, at 1800 H, gunships of Delta Troop, 1 -1 Cav .
engaged two North Vietnamese Army Regulars killing both 10 miles
northwest of Quang Ngai.
El sewhere, troopers of BTrpl -1Cav. foundtwo 155mm rounds 11
miles northwest of Quang Ngai. The rounds were destroyed in
place.
While sweeping an area 12 miles northwest of Quang Ngai, the
scene of fighting between NVA and Americal forces Wednesday, t he
men of A Co., 1-52nd Inf . and H Trp., 17th Cav. found the bodies
of 14 more enemy soldiers. The finds raised the total of
communists killed the fighting to 22. Fifteen were killed by air
strikes, six by gunships and one by small arms fire.
FREDERIGK HILL 6Omitted...
IRON MOUNTAIN--  Omitted...

Vol. 3No. 2 62 Americal Daily New Sheet Friday Sept. 19,1969
CHANNEL 13, TV SCHEDULE

SATURDAY SUNDAY

1300 Wrestling 1300 Christophers

1400 Golf Classic 1315 Answer

1510 Amer. Sports 1345 Sacred Heart

1600 News 1400 Cubs vs Astros

1700 Red Skelton 1800 College Bowl

1800 Melody Ranch 1830 21st Century

1900 News 1900 News

1915 NFL Action 1915 Issues&Answers

1940 Monkees 1940 Get Smart

2010 Hol. Palace 2010 Ed Sullivan

2100 Wild West 2100 Mis. Imposs.

2200 J. Gleason 2200 Bonanza

2300 Ne ws 2300 News

2310 Movie 2310 Jen. Winters




Vol. 3 No. 332 Americal Daily New Sheet Friday November 28, 1969
These issues were obtained by James B. Simms and Mike Crutcher

from Carlisle Barracks, PA.)

CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST Nov. 29 Mostly cloudy to cloudy with rain
showers. Winds from the northwest at 10 to 15 knots.

Temperature H72 L 65 Humidity H95 L 65

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) 1 Action was moderate in southern | Corps
yesterday as the fighting me n of the Americal Division accounted
for 10 enemy killed and 2 weapons captured.

GENEVA PARKAWe saw one VC running toward the
opened up with our miniguns and 17 -pound rockets, 0 sai d WO
P. Herrington (Perry, Fla.), a pilot of one o f the gunships.

The operation was a sweep of a village 6 miles northwest of
Quang Ngai City by the 6th Regiment ARVN forces supported by the
176th Aviation gunships.

The VC forces were pursued over hilly terrain into a ridgeline

where six Viet cong w ere killed.
A machinegun, semi - automatic rifle, and a hand grenade were
confiscated after the assault.
Al't was a smooth operation and it showed t
of ARVNOGs are very capable, commented WO1l He
While on a visual reconnais sance mission, helicopters from D

Trp1 -1 Cav . observed a VC slip into a spider hole 12 miles south
of Chu Lai. One of the helicopters quickly landed and detained
the surprised VC. The VC suspect was taken to LZ Stinson for
guestioning.
Bravo Company detained one Viet Cong suspect with a false ID, 9
miles northwest of Chu Lai. The suspect was evaced to LZ Bayonet.
FREDERICK HILL --- Omitted.
IRON MOUNTAIN-- Omitted...




These references to 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry came from the
AAmer i cal Ma ghis was the Americal Division Public

Information quarterly publication that began in May 1968 and 12

issues later stopped after the division stood down in November

1971. Except for the first issue, all publications were printed

with bright colorful pres entations on glossy paper. The Public
Information Office of the Americal also produced a book about the

Americal Division that had history through the middle of July

1970. 1t was often referred to as the
copies that remained in the division were handed out when the
Americal Division stood down in November 1971.

These are photos related to the 1st Squadron, 1st Regiment from
the Standdown book:

inStand

do



Richardson

The excerpts put in this document are not the full article, even
though some  of these are multi - page excerpts. The original source
materials can be obtained from the ADVA Historian.




“This is niner two—I’d like to report a dud artillery round, over
...negative that, we prefer not to blow it in place.”




Americal Division Magazine - October, 1969

TWO YEARS IN VIETNAM

The Americal Div. celebrates a special anniversary Oct 26.

that date two years ago, the former World War 11 division was
reborn at Chu Lai.

Task Force Oregon deployed to Vietnam in April, 1967 marking the
first time Army troops were employed in | Corps. Task Force Oregon
was redesignated the Americ al Div. in October, 1967.

Originally born in the steamy jungles and mountains of New
Caledonia during World War 11, the Americal is the largest U. S.

Army infantry division.

The 196th Inf. Bde . formed part of Task Force Oregon followed by
the landing o fthe  198th Inf. Bde .on Oct. 22 1967, and arrival of
the 11th Inf. Bde. at Duc Pho on Dec 20. The 1st Sqdn., 1st
Cav., although a member of Task Force Oregon, did not officially
join the division until Jan 10 last year.

During the last two years, men of the Americal have fought
in operations such as Wheeler/Wallowa and Burlington Trail,
accounting for more than 12,000 enemy killed and 2,598
weapons captured. The 11th Bde . uncovered 81 NVA basecamps and
netted 455 enemy Kills in Operation Ve rnon Lake II.

Recent campaigns such as Hardin Falls and Russell Beach have
proven the Americal soldier's effectiveness in pacification
efforts.

This issue of the AMERICAL is dedicated to division soldiers who
proudly have fought "Under the Southern Cro ss" in Vietham.

On




Page 2 - AMERICAL LOG October 1969

A QUARTERLY RECAP OF MAJOR ACTION

Combat action during the three month period of June, July, and August
was characterized by sporadic company and battalion size contacts, w ith
major battles erupting in late August.

Americal troops killed more than 2,700 enemy soldiers, 1,400 of whom
were NVA,; captured 740 weapons, 140 crewserved; and destroyed or
evacuated more than 100 tons of rice.

Operation Russell Beach, a long -ran ge pacification campaign which
began Jan. 13, ended July 21. Nearly 225 VC were killed in the
operation, three new villages constructed, and the presence of the
Government of Vietham established.

Americal soldiers, along with the 1st Bde., 101st Abn. D v .
successfully completed Operation Lamar Plain, which began May 15 and
ended Aug. 15. The campaign tallied 524 enemy soldiers killed and 318
weapons captured.

By SGT HERB HARTLEY

AUGUST

Aug. 1 and 2 saw the 6th Bn., 56th Arty ., and the 312th Evac. Hosp.
depart Vietham as part of the redeployment announced by President Nixon.

Ground activity during August began much the same as the majority of
July's action - light and scattered.

Heavy fighting finally broke out o n the morning of Aug. 12 when
several installations in the Americal area, including Chu Lai, became
the targets of enemy sapper, mortar, and rocket attacks.

Most of the action centered around LZ West, 19 miles west of Tam Ky,
when the men of the 4th Bn. , 31st Inf ., repulsed an enemy attack and
killed 59 NVA.

Twenty VC were killed when they attempted to penetrate the
perimeter of LZ Dottie, jointly manned by ARVN and Americal units
12 miles southeast of Chu Lai. ARVN elements accounted for 16 of

the e nemy dead, while units of D Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav -
Btry.,1 -82Arty .,and B Co., 39th Engr. Bn., killed four VC.

Also hit were Hawk Hill, former home of the 1 -1 Cav., five miles
northwest of Tam Ky; FSB San Juan Hill, 10 miles west of Duc Pho; LZ
Gator, 13 miles north of Quang Ngai City; and LZ Bayonet, 198th Bde.
headquarters

In all, division units killed 100 enemy soldiers, including 85 NVA,
in the night's heavy action.

Fierce fighting again erupted near LZ West on Aug. 18. Infantrymen
of the 4-31 killed 148 NVA during a day - long engagement which lasted
into the late evening with an unknown - size enemy force.

The battles on Aug. 18 signaled the start of a week of intense
fighting in the Hiep Duc Valley area and in the Song Chang Valley
southwest of LZ Center.

All of the 196th. Bde .'s infantry battalions were involved in the
bitter clash with dug -in forces of the 2nd NVA Div. Americal forces
accounted for more than 500 of the enemy, while U.S. Marines operating
against the same enemy fo rce in the Que Son Valley brought the total to
more than 1,000 enemy killed.
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AMERICAL LOG
A QUARTERLY RECAP OF MAJOR ACTION

Combat action during the three month period of September, October,
and November was characterized by small unit contacts scattered
throughout southern | Corps.

Americal troops killed more than 1,049 enemy soldiers, 565 of whom
were NVA,; captured 104 weapons; and destroyed or evacuat ed more than
74 tons of rice.

September saw the fighting switch from Hiep Duc Valley to the "Rice
Bowl," six miles south of Duc Pho. Also in September was the heaviest
fighting as NVA sappers tried to overrun LZ Siberia in a vicious fight
that resulted in the defenders throwing back the assault and
inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy.

October and November were "quiet" months in southern | Corps as the
"lull" and extreme monsoon rains hampered allied activity. The

heaviest fighting of the two mo nths centered around Tam Ky and Duc Pho
where Americal troopers struck devastating blows not only to the enemy
himself but to his food staple - rice. Americal troops captured more

than 60 tons of rice in those two months.
By SP4 HARRY BAUMANN

SEPTEMBER

Fighting tapered off in southern | Corps during the waning
days of August. The beginning of September found the bulk of
battle switching from Hiep Duc Valley to the "Rice Bowl," six
miles south of Duc Pho.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. moved its base of operation from Hawk
Hill to Duc Pho in time to help thwart a possible enemy
offensive in the southern reaches of the Americal Division.

Elements of Aand D Trp., 1 - 1 Cav . along with CCo.,4 -3Inf
tangled on and off with soldiers from the 3rd NVA Divi sion's 2nd
Regt. During the first days of September, combined Americal
forces accounted for 52 enemy killed and 16 weapons captured,
three of which were crew=served.

Towards the middle of the month, elements of the 4-31stiInf .,
196th Inf. Bde. were onc e again in heavy contact, this time at
LZ Siberia. NVA sappers, armed with flamethrowers and moving
under cover of intensive RPG, recoilless and B - 40 rocket fire,
attempted to penetrate the firebase perimeter. The intruders
were repelled in a vicious fig ht put up by C Btry., 3rd Bn.,
82nd Arty .and BCo., 4 -31.

The results of the heavy fighting showed 31 enemy soldiers

killed, one captured, 11 AK - 47 rifles, one AK - 50 automatic, two
rocket launchers, and one flamethrower captured.
Sporadic fighting p revailed for the remaining days of

September, show - atotal of 344 NVA and 170 Viet Cong killed by
Americal soldiers.
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16th CAG Metal Angels Of Hope & Mercy
By SP4 CRAIG COUTURE
16th Cbt. Avn Grp.
Nineteen Hueys cast dark silhouettes against the lava - red
South China Sea. The early morning sky was blazed scarlet and
clouds formed delicate designs that a carefree mind could mold
into anything it fancied. But to a number of men of Americal's
16th Combat Aviation Group (CAG) the significance of their
mission left little time for such pleasant diversions.
On this particular morning, 500 infantrymen had to be lifted
into an area where the Viet Cong were suspected of hiding. The
operation was a fairly large one; there would be two assaults.
The first involved carrying over 200 men of the 1st Bn., 6th
Inf ., 198th Inf. Bde. into a valley 15 miles west of Chu Lai.
The second was an assault involving more than 300 men from the
1st Bn., 6th Regt. , 2nd ARVN Div . into the same general area.
Gunships approached the LZ first, firing their rockets and
miniguns at any suspicious areas. The command and control ship
dropped down and marked the LZ with smoke grenades. The smoke
ship, affectionately ca lled "Smokey" followed and circled the
area with a protective ring of heavy smoke to conceal the
approaching troop - carrying "slicks."
Despite small arms fire that kept bursting from the bushes of
the surrounding hillsides, both assaults flown by the 176th Avn.
Co. were successful in bringing Americal and ARVN soldiers to
the enemy's doorstep.
Providing such air mobility and direct air support for the
Americal and 2nd ARVN Div. is only one of many services the 16th
CAG renders to allied forces in the | Corps Tactical Zone.
The 16th Group was first activated and organized on Dec. 20,
1967 and became operational on Jan. 23, 1968, at the Marine
Marble Mountain Air Facility, DaNang. This was just one week
before the 1968 Tet Offensive exploded throughou t Vietnam. The
16th Group, as their motto implies, was truly "Born in Battle."
Originally part of the 1st Avn. Bde., the 16th CAG was
attached to the Americal Div. on Dec. 1, 1968. Within a week,
the Group relocated from Marble Mountain to its present location
at Chu Lai. The unit has the distinction of being the only
aviation group in the U.S. Army assigned to an infantry

division.
Intent upon carrying out its mission, the 16th CAG , commanded
by COL D. Townsend (Danbury, Neb.), is composed of a Hq s. and

Hgs. Co., the 335th Trans. Co., and two battalions: the 14th CAB
with units at Duc Pho and Chu Lai, and the 123rd CAB with units
in the Chu Lai area.

(Continued  -1)
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The 14th Cbt. Avn. Bn. noved to Chu Lai from the Phu Bai
Valley in 1967 to support Task Force Oregon. The battalion,
commanded by LTC Jerry L. Teague (Alexandria, Va.), is comprised
ofthe[  71st was omitted ] 174th and 176th Aslt. Hel. Companies
(AHC) and the 132nd and 178th Aslt . Spt. Hel. Companies (ASHC).
The 71st Avn. Co. known as the "Rattlers" arrived in Vietnam
in 1964. Three years later, the company moved to Chu Lai with
the 196th Inf. Bde. as part of Task Force Oregon and have
consistently supported that unit in the A merical's northern area
of operations. In recent months, the "Rattlers" have supported
the 196th Bde. in numerous operations in the Que Son, Hiep Duc,
Phouc Chau, and Phouc Cha Valleys.
Commanded by MAJ William M. Price (Fayetteville, N.C.), the
71st set an envious record of 25 consecutive months of flying
and over 50,000 combat hours without an accident in 1968.

Another unit with an envious safety record is the 174th AHC ,
located at Duc Pho. The company has the best accident free
record in the Amer ical Div. with not a single accident in the

current fiscal year. The pilots have a combined total of 10,500

accident free flying hours. In that time, the company has

carried 75,000 passengers and 2,500 tons of cargo. To the

soldier in the field that mea ns a hot meal everyday and a quick
trop to the rear when stand - down comes. While compiling its
record the 174th has flown nearly 50,000 sorties, including

night combat assaults, "dust - off" missions, and emergency ammo
resupply.

Under the leadership of MAJ Virgil E. Blevins (Beeville,

Tex.), the 174th has three flight platoons and boasts a motto of
"Nothing Impossible™ in carrying out its mission to support the

11th Inf. Bde. The troop - carrying aircraft are called
"Dolphins" and the gunships called "Sha rks."

To the infantrymen, the sight of the " Shark " gunships working
out on the enemy while the " Dolphins " bring in the much needed
ammunition is a vision long remembered. As one infantry officer
said, "The Sharks give a morale boost to us and scare the devil
out of the enemy. After the Sharks shoot up an area, you can
count on it being quiet the rest of the night.

Another constant source of support for troops on the ground

are the "Minutemen" of the 176th AHC commanded by MAJ O.R. Hite
(Staunton, Va  .). Since 1967, the 176th has been supporting the
198th Inf. Bde.

During August 1969, aviators of the 176th averaged 94 flying

hours and was awarded the Americal Accident Prevention Award for
the month.
To provide tactical air movement of combat, co mbat support,

(Continued - 2)
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and combat service support units in the Americal area of

operations is the mission of the 132nd ASHC. The company,
commanded by MAJ William Jones (Glendall, Calif.), star ted
operations with its Boeing - Vertol CH - 47B Chinooks in May 1968.
Since then the " Hercules " Chinooks of the 132nd fly an average

of 1,000 hours a month lifting over 10,000 passengers and over
5,000 tons of supplies. Their motto of "Versatility,
Reliabil ity, and Endurance" describes the support the 132nd
gives daily to the Americal.
Invaluable support is also given to the combat soldier by the
178th ASHC commanded by MAJ Robert W. Parker (Secane, Pa.). The
" Boxcars " arrived in Vietham in April 1966 an d moved to Chu Lai
as part of Task Force Oregon.
The 178th have to their credit the distinction of being the
first unit to move a complete 155mm howitzer battery in one
lift. Once the troops are safely in a combat area, it is up to
the "Hercules" Chino oks to keep them supplied and combat ready.
123rd Cbt. Avn. Bn., like its sister battalion, provides air
mobility and direct air support to elements of the Americal Div.
The battalion, led by LTC Richard K. Dietsch (Manchester, N.H.),
prides itself on the professionalism and consciousness in
supporting the division. The battalion is comprised of A and B
Companies; Hgs. and Hgs. Co. E Co., 723rd Maint. Bn; F Trp. 8th
Cav;and D Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav

Providing the Americal with general aviation su pport is the
primary mission of A Co., 123rd CAB. While B Co. essentially
has the role of an air cavalry troop. Man of B Co.'s  missions
are visual reconnaissance operations in which a team of four
aircraft, one Light Observation Helicopter (LOH), two Cob ra

gunships, and one Huey "slick" with five infantrymen aboard
search an assigned area for signs of enemy activity. During the
past year, B Co. accounted for 429 enemy Kkills.
Known as the "Blue Ghost," F Trp. 8th Cav . arrived in Vietnam
in October, 196 7. Commanded by MAJ Charles E. Ivey (Urbana,
lIl.), F Trp. has the primary mission of gathering intelligence.
The unit accomplishes this by means of aerial and ground
reconnaissance making maximum use of its firepower,
communications, and mobility.
An organic infantry platoon, nicknamed the "Blues," is used
for insertions to perform detailed searches of an area.
Normally with the insertion of the "Blues" the aerial recon
teams consisting of two Cobras and a LOH, screen in the
immediate vicinity and pr ovide armed escort for the platoon.
A newcomer to the 16th Group is D Trp., 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav.,

(Continued - 3)
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who arrived in Vietnam on May 1, 1969. D Trp., called the
" Sabres ," extends the re connaissance and security capabilities

of ground units by aerial means. To find the enemy, fix his

position, and then annihilate him is the mission of the

" Sabres ."

Providing the Americal with aircraft direct support
maintenance is E Co., 723rd Maint. B n. The job of this unit like
that of the 335th Trans. Co . is to support and help maintain the
aviation units assigned to the Americal.

The officers and men of the 16th CAG pride themselves on the
ability to do their jobs well regardless of any difficult ies.
With courage and determination and the professional competence
of its subordinate units, the 16th CAG supports the Americal in

| Corps.
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The Night People By SP4 WILLIAM HAYES

Night falls quickl y in Vietnam, more quickly than in the United States
because southern | Corps tactical zone is closer to the equator than even the
southern - most point of the Florida Keys.

In Chu Lai, near the 16th parallel, night changes the face of a military
city.
For the night people, work begins at sundown and ends sometime around dawn.
The jobs they do are as varied as those of their daytime counterparts.
Security, tactical operations, control, intelligence operations and support
activities must be operating tw enty - four hours a day.
Out in the field combat soldiers operate around the clock, whether they're
on a night operation, resting in a night laager, or pulling security duty at a
fire base. There can be no lag in the support they receive from the rear.
Activity cannot stop at dusk.

The security of Chu Lai is the responsibility of the Chu Lai Defense Command
(CLDC). In the operations bunker of the CLDG night time brings a change in
the tasks of the assigned officers and men.

Once the sun drops bel ow the inland hills, every bunker must be manned by

the alert personnel. Reaction forces must be ready to take up positions on the
perimeter on short notice.

LTC Thomas A Breen, deputy commander of CLDC puts in a long work day to
make sure the bunker line is ready for the men who guard it each night.

"The individual on duty in the bunker is the keystone of the entire
operation,” stated LTC Breen. he explained that the most effective defense can
be provided only when men take their jobs seriously an d report what they see
and hear to the man in charge of their sector or the perimeter.

Flare - carrying helicopters patrol the perimeter, often dropping flares at
irregular intervals all around the base. If the situation requires it, CLDC
can dispatch ad ditional flare ships to illuminate any part of the perimeter
where enemy activity is suspected.

As the men on bunker guard keep the base secure, the men on duty within the
perimeter focus their attention on tactical operations, intelligence and
support  activity.

In the division headquarters area, within the security fence and past the
armed guard, lies the Division Tactical Operations Center (DTOC ). The tactical
operations of all elements of the division are monitored constantly and plotted
onthe si  tuation maps which are continually being updated.

A short distance from the DTOC, the intelligence section’s lights illuminate
the area around the building as men inside continue working through the night
compiling the daily intelligence summary. The s ummary provides an analysis of
enemy activity in the area, and how friendly forces are being deployed to
counteract efforts of the NVA and local VC groups.

One of the sections providing intelligence information is the Target
Missions Force (TMF ). In th eir bunker, the men of the TMF monitor radio
equipment, keeping track of enemy unit movement near several strategic
locations.

Enemy activity is reported to the TMF section and plotted on an illuminated
situation map. The reports are then correlated an d assembled into a single
report for a specific time period and passed on to division intelligence and
operations personnel.

Once enemy forces have been located, it is the job of ground and air combat
personnel to bring fire to bear on the enemy. The n ight is no longer an
effective screen behind which the enemy can hide.

Depending upon the level of activity in southern | Corps, the number of

(Continued 7 1)
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tactical air strikes launched from Chu Lai each night vari es. When the need
arises, aircraft can be sent screaming down the runway at an amazing rate.
Once clear of the runway the pilots rein their quickly - accelerating craft
around and streak toward their target areas.
In their operations center, the men wh o fly and maintain contact with
Forward Air Controller (FAC) missions are ready to respond when they are
needed.
The Air Force aviators, who perform the FAC missions, do fly at night,
though the extent of their night flying depends greatly on the level of

activity in the division area of operations.

LTC Lowell R. Edwards, air liaison officer for the division, explained how
they adapt, "Our night operations are geared primarily for the defensive
posture of firebases and night encampments."

The night sky over Chu Lai is alive with more than just the howl of jets.
Army aviation units also send their helicopters on night missions, ranging from
flare drops to dustoffs. Invisible rotors spin on invisible axes passing

through invisible aircraft, concealed by the darkness. And the beating of metal
wings throbs on, testimony to the active role rot ary - wing aircraft play in
Vietnam.

One of the tactical elements based at Chu Lai is the 1st Squadron, 1st
Cavalry. In the Tactical Operations Center (TOC) men are on duty all night,

monitoring radio frequencies linking the 1st/1st with its subordinate units and
higher headquarters.
SSG Philip Sternberg, TOC NCO for the unit, knows that the persons on duty
at night have something in common, in addition to being soldiers.
"It takes a special breed of man," he said. "They must have a degree of
patience to overcome any frustration in connection with the job, and must have
reached a level of professionalism."
It takes a myriad of materials and supplies to kee p a division operational
and most of the incoming material arrives by ship, making large scale docking
and cargo handling facilities necessary. The Naval Support Activities

Detachment at Chu Lai provides docking facilities, a sand ramp for off - loading
of the large LSTs, and storage for perishable foods and materials. The
facility also handles combat -related gear like munitions and military
equipment.
In addition to providing this service, the Navy is also responsible for
harbor security. Patrol boats w orking with the Vietnamese National Police make

sure Vietnamese water traffic does not become a screen for enemy activity.
The units of the Americal Division and their support elements continue their
round - the - clock operations seven days a week, making Chu Lai a city that never
sleeps. While many of the persons in southern | Corps are asleep, the night
people of Chu Lai put in a hard day's night beneath the stars that form the
Southern Cross.
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THE CONTINUING STRUGGLE
By 1LT DAVID COFFMAN

The gray clouds of January hung forebodingly over Quang Tin Province. The
196th Infantry Brigade had received a steady flow of intelligence about enemy
intentions from Hoi Chanhs, detainees and captured documents.

"We anticipated that the NVA would try to overrun the populated areas around
Thang Binh and Tam Ky," said Captain Robert Russell assistant operations

officer, 196th Inf. Bde. "The mission of our unit w as to block the enemy's
attempts to enter these regions."

American and Vietnamese forces deployed on a north - south line to meet this
threat. Screening Thang Binh was Task Force 3 - 21, consisting of Alpha and
Delta Companies, 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry , and F Troop, 17th Cavalry .
Further south were infantry units from 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry . Atask
force under the operational control of Quang Tin Province was screening Tam Ky,
The task force consisted of Viethamese Popular and Regional Forces al ong with
3rd Troop, 4th Armored Cavalry Squadron, 2nd ARVN Division ,and Alpha Troop,
1st Cavalry , AMERICAL Division. At the southern tip of the screen were two
battalions from the 5th ARVN Regiment.

OnJanuary 6  Alpha Company, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf .was m oving towards a suspected
NVA basecamp. Along the way they met steady enemy resistance, and each outpost
they encountered had to be assaulted. As the men of Alpha Co . pushed through
the high grass, they were hit by intensive AK - 47 rifle and .30 caliber
machinegun fire. The Americans called in artillery and the dug - in enemy soon
found themselves caught in a deadly rain of 105mm and 8 - inch shells. Helicopter
gunships from F Troop, 8th Cavalry , raked the NVA positions from above. After
the firing had ceas ed, the Americans swept the area and found 22 enemy dead.

They had found the basecamp.
The next morning Alpha Co . spotted another large group of NVA in the
distance. Artillery accounted for 15 more Kills.
But the day's biggest battle was developin g one mile south. Seven tracks from
F Trp., 17th Cav ., were moving in column, accompanied by the Second Platoon of
Delta Co., 3rd Bn., 21st Inf . A Scout observer on the command track,
Specialist Four Larry R. Gibbs, spotted a lone NVA.
"He was running into a woodline to our right," said Spec. 4 Gibbs. 'We
wheeled around toward the woods and opened up."
The menof Delta Co. dismounted and moved after the enemy. The infantrymen
found two abandoned Rocket Propelled Grenade Launchers and a complete 60mm
mortar near the edge of the jungle. The NVA had been eating, and the food they
left behind was still hot.
The infantry pushed on into the dense, tangled woods.
"Just as we started to search the area," said Staff Sergeant Tony Alfieri,
3rdBn., 21 stinf ., "They cutloose with automatic weapons and RPGs."
The infantry assaulted the enemy positions. A large group of NVA were in a
trench line, and the Americans charged in on top of them. A series of vicious
hand - to - hand encounters followed. When the American left, the ditch was strewn
with enemy dead.
Meanwhile the armor, under the command of Captain Klein S. Harrison, had
moved in an linked up with the infantry. The vehicles barreled through the
jungle, grinding trees and brush beneath their tracks. The roar of enemy fire
was deafening. An RPG round whistled past the command track, tearing off the
antenna. The enemy was well - entrenched in a maze of ditches and bunkers barely
visible through the thick vegetation.
"You couldn't spot where th ey were until you were right on top of them,"

(Continued  -1)
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said Specialist Five David Crevitz, medic for F Trp., 17th Cav
But the Cav rumbled on, with the infantry on line. The M113A1, "A Cavs" raked the NVA
with machinegun fire. The new M551 Sheridan Assault Vehicles lobbed one deadly round
after another into the enemy's midst. As the assault gained momentum, air strikes and
artillery were called in to cut off any retreating NVA.
While the machinegu nners and drivers stayed on the tracks, Capt. Harrison and others
leaped to the ground. They moved alongside the vehicles with the infantry, hurling
grenades and rooting the NVA out of underground hiding places.

The enemy fire died down to a whisper, th en ceased altogether. The Americans began to
search the area. A total of 39 enemy dead were found in bunkers, ditches and brush. In
addition to the weapons they had captured earlier, the Americans turned up 16 AK - 47
rifles, two machineguns, two more RPG launchers and over 70 Chinese Communist grenades.
In two days the 196th Inf. Bde. soldiers had killed 95 enemy and destroyed two base
camps.
In the next few days the allies continued to take their toll of enemy in a series of
isolated encounters. | n the largest of these, Alpha Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., combined
with  3rd Troop, 4th ARVN Cav. Sqdn ., to kill 13 NVA and capture 11 AK - 47 rifles.
by this time the 196th Inf. Bde. had received information that the enemy was engaged
in another troop buil d- up in "Pineapple Forest," five miles west of Tam Ky.
To meet this, task force 1 -1 under the operational control of the 196th was formed.
The task force consisted of Alpha and Bravo Trps., 1st Cav ., with one platoon each from
Delta Co., 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry ,and Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Inf . This
force was to drive north and push the enemy into blocking positions held by Alpha and
Charlie Companies, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf.
The first encounter came earlier than the Americans anticipated. "We were sweeping

towards a woodline," said Private First Class Earnest Harrison, "when we spotted a bunker
to our front."

Rifle and machinegun fire spewed from the enemy emplacement. The Americans dove for
cover, then opened up with M - 16 rifles. Al one soldier rushed the bunker from its blind
side and tossed a hand grenade through the portal. Four NVA were killed, including two
officers. Another enemy opened fire from a spider hole, and he too was brought down by
grenades.

By this time the entire hillside had erupted with enemy fire. The 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. ,
soldiers had come upon the enemy force which they were supposed to block. The Americans
halted their advance and called for air and artillery support.

"The air strikes lasted all day," said Specialist Four James Steele. "The whole side
of the hill was covered with smoke."

The next morning the Americans found no trace of the savage enemy resistance
encountered the day before. The NVA had abandoned their fortifications during the night.

The NVA had had ambitious plans for Quang Tin Province. A 196th Inf. Bde. intelligence
report written in late January reads:

The general enemy effort appears to have been directed at neutralizing the GVN
(Government of Vietnam) pacification gains of 196 9...with the political objective of
destroying civilian confidence in the power of the GVN to protect them.

The enemy plans had turned to ashes. In a week of fighting the allies had
killed 253 enemy while Thang Binh and Tam Ky remained untouched. Sev eral ingredients had
gone into the allies' success, and these were summed up by Colonel James M. Lee, at that
time commanding officer of the 196th Inf. Bde.

"We received good intelligence and were able to formulate an effective plan. Most
important of ¢ ourse, was the splendid performance of the Viethamese and American soldier
once the fighting started."










Americal Division Magazine - Spring 1971
and in her hair .....
Clouds of dust swirl in the intense heat, filling the

tankers' lungs and coating their skin. Seven armored personnel
carriers (APCs) and three Sheridan tanks lumber along the main

road out of landing zone (LZ) Hawk Hill. F Troop, 17th Cavalry
is on the move.

Before joining the 196th Infantry Brigade in mi d- February,
1971, F Troop had worked with 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry . Since

September it has recorded 41 kills, 54 enemy detained, and
captured 45 weapons and 7,500 pounds of rice.

Equipped with fire power equal to that of an infantry
battalion , F Troop cruises at about 10 miles per hour when on
reconnaissance in an area of operations (AO). Traveling in
column formation, each track commander (TC) sits with his head
jutting through the open hatch, scrutinizing his path for mines
and booby traps.

Even th ough the tanker knows that any moment could bring the
explosion of a mine, he can't afford to dwell on it. "You really
can't think about mines", said Sergeant James Wheaton, a tank
commander. "If you do, you might get nervous and miss one."

Though mines  and booby traps are F Troop's most dreaded
problem, they are never short of others. One of the ever - present
problems is simply getting stuck.

On first glance most people might think that a rice paddy
would present a most formidable problem to the trackma n. But
Sergeant Eddie Smith, on his second tour with tanks in Vietnam,
knows better. "In a rice paddy there are two to three inches of
silt and the ground becomes hard, but we've gotten stuck in sand
and mud up to three feet," he said. "There was one Sheri dan
bogged down for five hours.”

Despite all the hardships in the field, many of the tankers
would rather be there than in the rear. "Staying back can get
boring as hell,” remarked Smith. "I wouldn't even accept a
clerk - typist job. | couldn't stand to s it in an office and do
the same thing everyday."

"At least in the field you get to ride around and have some
adventure," added Wheaton. "I've been back in the rear for two
to three weeks and I'm going out of my mind."

"Some guys would like to be out t here seven days prior to

(Continued  -1)
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their DEROS," continued Smith. "There's nobody really messing
with you. If you're not doing anything, you can sleep all day."
Riding in the "sweatbox" can be a gruelling experien ce, but
the men of F Troop still try to retain some of the luxuries of
life. Cameras, tape recorders and radios are secreted in the
tanks to preserve memories and provide musical enjoyment.
Some tracks carry as many as nine cases of soda and ice when
they are available. "Usually if you have ice, you don't have

soda and vice - versa,"” added Smith.

But companionship is what the men really crave. F Troop has
become sort of a moving zoo. At last count there was a monkey
and "at least ten dogs that | know of, or that | shouldn't know

of," mused First Sergeant Donald McLean.

But knowing how to raise puppies isn't all it takes to be in
Troop . One must be able to play the role of a grunt, tanker,
scout or mechanic at a moment's notice. Knowing your track and
the men around you causes the esprit de corps in a cavalry unit
to be extremely high and F Troop is no exception. "I think it's
because they work harder and are closer together,” said McLean.
"We have a spirit of teamwork and we're a damn good team."”

"Ano ther man who came into country had a profile for his back,
but wavered it to go out to the field," related McLean. "He was
lucky. He stepped on a 250 pound mine that failed to detonate.
Now he's in the world because his back got worse."

F Troop's jobi s notconfined to reconnoitering flat areas,
but sometimes involves rescue missions, like when a chinook (CH
47) helicopter's sling broke, the tracks could be sent to
retrieve a water trailer, a conex or a number of blivets (water
bags).

The role of F Tr oop inthe 23d Infantry Division is largely
support and recon, but their necessity and value should not be
underestimated. "When the fireworks start,” related a 196th
Brigade infantryman, "those tracks look mighty pretty."

....She wore a yellow ribbo n...
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AMERICAL LOG By SP4 MARK A SCHULZ

Action in the 23d Infantry Division's (Americal) area of operations (AO)
slacked off slightly between June, 1970 and June 1971 except for action
duri ng certain periods, as more emphasis was placed on pacification and
Vietnamization, especially toward the end of this period.
During this 12 - month period, five long - standing operations were ended and
three new operations were initiated.
Operations Fr  ederick Hill, Pennsylvania Square, Geneva Park, Nantucket
Beach, and Iron Mountain, all ending in April, accounted for 15,208 enemy
killed, 3,812 weapons captured and 342 crew - served weapons captured.
These operations were replaced on March 1 with Opera tions Middlesex Peak,
Finney Hill and Caroline Hill

JUNE 1971
The soaring temperatures of southern Military Region 1 in June did not
stop soldiers of the 23d Infantry Division's three brigades as they accounted
for 222 enemy killed.
The heaviest action of the month occurred in the area 22 miles southwest
of Tam Ky in Operation Frederick Hill. Soldiers of the 196th Infantry
Brigade uncovered one of the largest enemy rice caches ever found in Military

Region 1. The men of C Company, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry conducted an

intensive nine - day search operation that produced 97,000 pounds of rice along
the coastline, ten miles north of Duc Pho.

In June, a new operation was launched as part of the Division's answer to
an enemy offensive. Operation Pennsylvania Square was begun on June 29 by
the 1st Cavalry and F Troop, 17th Cavalry . The operation was successful in
countering the enemy threat to the coastal area north of Chu Lai.

JULY 1971
The most severe threat of 1970 had developed in A pril and May. The 2nd
NVA Division Launched a campaign in the Hiep Duc Valley to regain control of
the area and use it as a springboard into the coastal plains. The enemy
challenge was met swiftly. Moderate to heavy contacts developed throughout
June an d July. By the time the enemy withdrew in July without accomplishing
his mission, he had suffered 1,166 dead.
The same pattern occurred to the south of Chu Lai, in Quang Ngai Province,

where the 11th Infantry Brigade conducted Operation Iron Mountain. The
"Jungle Warriors" met light resistance in early 1970 as they continued to
deny the enemy the resources in the heavily populated and rice - rich area

around Quang Ngai City.

Contact with the enemy increased sharply in May, June and July as the
enemy mounted a threat to Quang Ngai City. The "Jungle Warriors"
successfully repulsed the enemy and killed 535 NVA and VC soldiers during the
three - month high point.

To the west and southwest of Chu Lai, the 198th Infantry Brigade continued
Operation Geneva Park and operations on the Batangan Peninsula. Until May,
contact was relatively light as elements of the brigade systematically
searched out the enemy forces in the area and destroyed his supply caches,
routed out the VC infrastructure and denied the ene my the resources of the
area.

During the month of July, units of the 23d Infantry Division teamed up
with units of the 2nd ARVN Division to air assault the Kham Duc area near the
Laotian border. The joint operation established a fire base and accomplis

(Continued  -1)
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the reopening of the airstrip at Kham Duc.
Operations began around the old Special Forces camp at Kham Duc on July
12. The purpose of the operation was to break up the enemy supply and
logistical system supporting the enemy offensive and destroy any large NVA
forces in the area. The initial phases of the operation began when the
Battalion, 1st Infantry and the 6th ARVN Regiment  seized the camp. No large
battles developed , but the operation did successfully disrupt the enemy's
logistical system.

AUGUST 1971

As a result of the spring offensive's failure, enemy activity decreased s
contact was light throughout the remainder of the year. The enemy began to
re - emphasize guerilla type operations. Responding to the enemy trend, units
of the 23d Infantry Division began to emphasize small unit operations. Squad
size patrols, able to operate independently and with stealth, saturated the
AO.

The men of the Division di scovered they could operate at night as
effectively as the enemy, as night operations were stressed. These
techniques proved very effective. Numerous daily contacts caused the enemy a
steady loss of personnel. The enemy also lost a steady flow of suppli
could ill - afford to lose, as more caches were discovered. The enemy's
knowledge that he had no safe havens, at any time of the day, had a
tremendous defeating effect on him.

SEPTEMBER 1971

Operations around Kham Duc ended on September 19. The operation had
successfully interdicted the enemy's lines of communication and had
contributed to the destruction of Main Force units. Final results were 107
enemy killed and 60 individual and crew - served weapons captured.

OCTOBER 1971

Severe t ropical typhoons Kate and Joan seriously curtailed military
operations during the period of Oct 15 to 26. 23d Infantry Division troops
and material assets were diverted to engage in disaster relief operations in
conjunction with 2nd ARVN Division units

NOVEMBER 1971

The 23d Infantry Division continued the assistance program in November to
bring relief to thousands of refugees created by typhoons Kate and Joan.
Large quantities of food and building supplies were provided and engineer
units cleared r oads and rebuilt bridges.

DECEMBER 1970
Pacification operations, always an integral part of the 23d Infantry
Division's program, received extra impetus in the latter part of 1970. The

2nd

es he

number of combined operations was increased monthly, reaching a high of 560

in December.
Particularly successful were the rice denial operations conducted with
Regional Forces and Popular Forces in the Geneva Park and Iron Mountain AOs.
As the year closed, the men of the Division could look back proudly on
theirac  complishments. Every threat had been aggressively thwarted.

(Continued - 2)
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Although it was evident that the American efforts in the war would decrease,
a high level of operations was sustained an d the division moved toward 1971
with the same competence and professionalism that earned it many successes in
1970.

JANUARY 1971

The new year was characterized by light to moderate action, but the year
started off with heavy activity when LAMSON 719 began.

Operation LAMSON 719  was a large, complex operation designed to sever the
enemy's supply lines and destroy the stockpiles along his supply routes in
Laos. American forces were to reopen QL - 9 through Khe Sanh to the Laotian
border. ARVN forces would then attack into Laos to interdict the enemy's
supply routes.

Logistical and airmobile support would be provided by the United States.
To insure the security of QL - 9, a shifting of American forces westward toward
the Laotian border had to occur.

The 23d Infantry Division was called upon to place forces under
operational control, and augment those of the 101st Airborne Division
(Airmobile) and the 1st Brigade, 5th Mechanized Division . Elements of the
23d Infantry Division began moving north on January 29 - the date of movement
depending upon the unit. 4th  Battalion, 3rd Infantry moved north on January
29, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry arrived at Tam Ky on January 30. F Troop, 8th
Cavalry moved north on January 29, as did the 116th Assault Helicopte r
Company, 176th Assault Helicopter Company and the 178th Assault Support
Helicopter Company.

Headquarters Company , 71st and 174th Assault Helicopter Companies moved

north at the same time, and formed the 14th Combat Aviation Battalion, Also,
1st Battali on, 82nd Atrtillery was moved north to support operations for
Jefferson Glen and LAMSON 719.

FEBRUARY 1971

At the peak of Operation LAMSON 719 , 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry was

responsible for the eastern portion of the AO, just south of the
Demilitar  ized Zone (DMZ). 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry operated in the
eastern portion of the AO, with responsibility for preventing enemy
infiltration, and maintaining the security of QL -9.

1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry was responsible for the coordination and
execu tion of the defense of Khe Sanh, H Troop, 17th Cavalry was to provide
convoy security along QL - 9, and also act as a brigade reaction force. F
Troop, 8th Cavalry provided gunship cover for convoys, and an aero rifle
platoon for use as an immediate reaction force.

Support units from the 23d Infantry Division also redeployed to support
the division's combat units. Their mission was made much more difficult by
the distances involved and by the short notice prior to the start of LAMSON

719. Initial problem s were overcome, however, and the mission was
accomplished.
MARCH 1971
On March 1, Headquarters, 11th Infantry Brigade moved north, taking with
it the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, H Troop, 17th Cavalry and the 6th
Battalion, 11th Artillery . Laterin LAMSON 719 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry

came under control of the 11th Infantry Brigade.
In non - LAMSON 719 action, Operation Frederick Hill, conducted by the 196th
Infantry Brigade in close cooperation with the 5th ARVN Regiment, terminated

(Continue d -3)
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March 1.
The purpose of the operation had been to increase the overall
effectiveness of the pacification operations near the coastal area, and the
destruction of Main Force NVA units operatin g in the western portion of the
combined tactical area of responsibility. The results of the operation,
which had lasted 23 months, were 7,514 enemy killed, 1,848 weapons captured
and 192 crew - served weapons captured. March 1 also saw the end of Operatio
Geneva Park, conducted by the 198th Infantry Brigade and the 6th ARVN
Regiment, which had also lasted 23 months. Its mission had been to secure
the major lines of communication, and the destruction of enemy forces posing
a threat to Quang Ngai City and the Chu Lai Combat Base. The results of the
operation, were 2,337 enemy killed, 532 weapons captured and 49 crew - served
weapons captured.
Operation Nantucket Beach, conducted by elements of the 1st Battalion, 6th
Infantry and the 6th ARVN Regiment, wit hin the 198th Infantry Brigade
tactical area of responsibility on the Batangan Peninsula, was terminated on
March 1. The mission of the operation had been to further enhance the
pacification program of the government of Vietham. The operation,
characteri  zed by light and scattered action, had lasted eight months. The

enemy suffered 630 killed, 207 weapons captured and five crew - served weapons
captured.

Operation Iron Mountain ended March 1. The operation had lasted 23
months, and had concentrated on t he security of major lines of communication

and furthering the goals of pacification throughout the combined tactical

area of responsibility. It was conducted in Quang Ngai province by the 11th

Infantry Brigade in close coordination with the 4th ARVN Reg iment . lron
Mountain resulted in 4,466 enemy killed, 1,1130 weapons captured and 94 crew

served weapons captured.

Operation Pennsylvania Square, initiated on June 29, 1970, ended on March
1. The operation in the open terrain in the northeastern portio n of the 23d
Infantry Division, was ideally suited for the employment of cavalry.

The responsibility for the operation had been entrusted to the 1st
Squadron, 1st Cavalry with F Troop, 17th Cavalry attached. Contact was light
to moderate throughout t he operation. The results of Operation Pennsylvania
Square were 216 enemy killed, 95 weapons captured and three crew - served
weapons captured.

APRIL 1971

On April 6, Operation LAMSON 719  was officially terminated. On April 8 the
11th Infantry Brigade with  4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry; 2nd Battalion, 1st
Infantry; H Troop, 17th Cavalry [Historian Note: The 14th Combat Aviation

Plus Troop F, 8th Cavalry were also part of Operation Lam Son 719. This left

the Americal Division short of Aviation resources .] and direct support units,
began movement back to the 23rd Infantry Division AO. Between March 28 and
April 8, all 23d Infantry Division aviation assets returned to Chu Lai.

1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry passed to the operational control of the 101st
(Ai rmobile) and did not return to the 23d Infantry Division until April 30.

As of April 11, the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry had the record of rice
captured under existing operations. they had collected 108,330 pounds of
rice.

MAY 1971
May was the m  ost inactive month of the 12 - month period, as only extremely
light, light and moderate action was reported. The war seemed to be grinding
down and most interest centered on rice denial and pacification programs.

(Continued)
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JUNE 1971

June was also a slow month as only one day of heavy action was reported.

On June 30, Operation Middlesex Peak terminated within the 198th Infantry
Brigade AO. The operation resulted in 461 enemy killed, 121 weapons captured
and 16 crew - served weapo ns captured.

Operation Caroline Hill, also ending June 30, was under operational
control of the 196th Infantry Brigade. Results were 161 enemy killed, 81
weapons captured and three crew - served weapons captured.

Operation Finney Hill, also ending on the above date, was controlled by
the 11th Infantry Brigade. Results of the operation were 453 enemy killed,

240 weapons captured and 33 crew - served weapons captured.

Totals for the three operations, which included cavalry and artillery
units in suppor t of the operations, was 1,075 enemy killed, 442 weapons
captured and 52 crew - served weapons captured.

Operations continued after June 30, but had not operational names and were
simply designated by each of the three brigade numerals.

Two color photos left two thirds of the page. Photo 1. Men patrol along a
rock strewn stream bed. Photo credit: Grambergu. Photo 2. Crew of ACAV.
Photo credit: Richardson.




This is an example of an item found in an Americal Division situation report
that refers to 1st Squadron, 1st Regiment:

Date reported= May 14, 1971.
COURIER RICHARD W. CUNNINGHAM RICHARD W. CUNNINGHAM 3000

a. OP CAROLINE HILL Summary. The 196 th Bde units reported
light contact in their combined AO with the 1 st Task Force. En emy
losses were 15 NVA & one VC KIA. One VN was detained. F/8 " Cav,

conducting BDA at 1430H after airstrikes had been delivered by Helix

17 against 15 - 20 NVA in bunkers vic ZC180480, confirmed 15 NVA KIA

and 2 bunkers destroyed. A/l-1Cav,with37 '" ARVN Rangers, con -
ducted opns vic AT9350. F/17 th Cav, with 21 st ARVN Rangers, con -
ducted opns vic AT9252. B/1 - 1 Cav , conducted opns vic AT9752 and
continued on reaction force for 196 th Bde. C/1-1Cav , conducted
maintenance opns in Da Nang, and c ontinued on reaction force for

the 196 ™ Bde. At 1450H, vic AT947520, an M113A1 from F/17 th Cav
detonated an estimated 250 Ib. bomb while crossing an old rice

paddy, which resulted in 5 US KIA and total destruction of the

ve hicle. US casualties repo rted during the period were 5 KIA and one

WIA(E).




Short history of Troop D, 1 Squadron, 1st Regiment:

D - TROOP 1/1 CAV.
UNIT - HISTORY

"Delta Troop " began it's history in 1833 when it was formed as part
of the 1st Squadron 1st Cavalry.
On July 1968, "Delta Troop" reported "Present for Duty" to
the 101st Airborne Division in | Corps, Republic of Vietnam. In
order to combat the elusive enemy who fought a war of hit and run,
a new concept of war had t o0 be applied. It was D Troop who was
chosen for the newest concept, the air cavalry troop. Our job was
one of finding the enemy, harassing him and bringing about his
destruction. The concept was applied to perfection not only by our

choppers who scou  ted from the sky, but by our aero - rifle platoon
who scouted the ground.
On 1 May 1969, " Delta Troop " moved to it's present, Americal
Division at Chu Lai, and rejoined it's parent unit, the 1st Squadron
1st Cavalry. However this attachment was short, a s in October 1969

we were assigned to the 123d Aviation Battalion. Our mission became

the support of the 198th Infantry Brigade. When not supporting our own

troops, D Troop supports the Army of the Republic of Vietham.

Through our efforts they are able to conduct a larger part of the war.
It is through the efforts of every "Delta Trooper" that we have

diligently upheld the tradition in Vietnam of being part of the most

battle honored unit in the history of the United States Army.




This is an excerp t of the Troop D, 1/1st Cavalry (Air) history.

Troop D, 1/1st Cav. was an integral component of the Squadron.

D Troop

1st Squadron/1 st Cavalry Regiment
Unit History in Vietnam updated June 2008
Prepared by Raymond Keith, rekeith@fone.net

Upon deployme ntto Vietnam in 1967, the 1 st Squadron/1 st Cavalry
Regiment consisted of three armored cavalry troops and one air cavalry
troop, D Troop, which was not deployed until July 1968. D Troop spent
that year training and equipping at Fort Hood to be one of t he first
Air Cavalry troops constituted as red unit - gunships, white unit -
Light Observation Helicopters LOH and blue unit - UH 1s with aero rifle
platoon. This organization provided flexibility, fire power, rapid
response, close communications and extreme mobility ideally suited for
jungle warfare and destined D Troop to primarily offensive missions
like scout, reconnaissance, rapid insertion, search and destroy,
interdiction and attack; but also search and rescue, med evac,
resupply, flare drops, recovery and the list goes on.

D Troop was shipped to Vietnam with aircraft on board to join its
parent unit, the 1 st Squadron/l st Cavalry Regiment, which was already in
Vietnam attached to the Americal Division at Chu Lai. Enroute, D
Troopbs order s we rempo@ilyataghanglit td the 101 st
Airborne Division. D Troop pilots were flying missions with the 101st
and learning the area of operations when the ship reached Da Nang on
July 21,1968. The pilots were transported to Da Nang by C - 130 and
returned to C amp Eagle with the troop aircraft, personnel and
equipment. D Troop remained on combat duty in | CORP for the next
four years using Sabre as their call sign. Camp Eagle was a sprawling
base camp located in the coastal plain south of Hue and approximately
60 miles northwest of Da Nang.

The 101 st Airborne Division was undergoing a conversion from an
airborne (parachute) to an airmobile (helicopter) formation and was
renamed 101 st Air Cavalry Division on July 1, 1968 and renamed again as
the 101 st Airborne  Division (Airmobile) on August 29, 1969. The
Division was short of aviation assets in the summer of 1968 and
therefore arranged for service of D Troop until its own aviation
assets were up to strength. D Troop flew missions with the 101 st
Aviation Batta lion primarily in northern | CORP S in the Quang Tri,
Thua Thien and Quang Nam Provinces. UH - 1C model gunships were
replaced with AH - 1G Cobras through the summer of 1968 as new aircraft
were received and crews were trained in - country. The 2 nd Squadron of
the 17 ™ Cavalry reported fully equipped to the 101 st Airborne Division
early in 1969. D Troop was then attached to the 2/17 Cavalry,
exchanged some personnel with one of their troops and flew missions
with 2/17 through May, when D Troop departed for Chu Lai.

(Continued  -1)
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Chu Lai was established in 1965 about 60 miles southeast of Da
Nang as a Marine airfield to augment the air operations at Da Nang.
Itwas located on the coast and expanded to include Navy logistics
support for the Marines and Task Force Oregon and the Americal
Division. It included port facilities, Swift Boats and, later,
concrete runways/taxiways and steel hangar facilities.

D Troop wa s returned to operational control of the Americal
Division at Chu Lai in May 1969, but it did not join its parent unit

becausethe 1 st Squadron/l1 st Cavalry Regiment had already acquired
another Air Cavalry Troop, F Troop / 8th Cavalry , at the time it

join ed the Americal Division in January 1968. The Americal Division,
formed in Viet Nam from three infantry Brigades, was not airmobile but
found a pressing need for aviation assets. It activated the 123rd

Aviation Battalion on December 8, 1967 from a nucle us taken from the

161st Aviation Company, which was being deactivated (Pelicans and

Warlords). Troop D (and later F Troop/8 ™ Cavalry ) was assigned to

the 123rd Aviation Battalion so all of the aviation resources could
support the entire Division. D Tro op operated out of the steel
hangars and plywood barracks and bunkers left from the original Marine
air base (1965 - 68). The Troop lived along the runways and flew
missions primarily in the Southern part of | CORP in Quang Nam, Quang
Tin and Quang Ngai Pro vinces until the end of 1971.

The Americal Division began to stand down in October 1971 and D
Troop started a move to another old Marine base at Marble Mountain
near Da Nang. Typhoon Hester hit the southern | Corps coast on

October 23, 1971. The worst s torm in twenty - seven years swept in from

the South China Sea and flattened half the base at Chu Lai.

On 4 May 1972, D Troop emerged from 1st Squadron/ 1st Cavalry to
D Troop 17th Cavalry, under the operational control of the 196th
Infantry Brigade (the la st remaining Brigade from the Americal). D
Troop, 17th Cavalry established its Headquarters at Marble Mountain
Army Airfield and flew missions all over | CORP. On August 29, 1972,
D Troop was relocated from Marble Mountain to Da Nang Air Base. The
last D Troop missions in Vietnam were flown in November 1972 and the
Troop stood down in February 1973.

The parent unit of D Troop, 1 st Squadron/1 st Cavalry Regiment

(First Regiment of Dragoons), has a long history of service dating

from the Mexican War (184 6) and was the first cavalry regiment to be
completely mechanized (1933), being designated the First Armored
Regiment in 1940 and became part of the First Armored Division.

During the spring of 1963 the Squadron took part in the STRICOM

exercise "Swift St rike", and then returned to Fort Hood. In January
1967, the squadron commander was called to Vietnam to assist in a

study of the role of Armor in Vietnam. Upon his return to Fort Hood

in March 1967, the Squadron began to form and train for Vietnam. In
August 1967 the 1st Squadron/1st Cavalry was detached from the 1st
Armored Division and sent to Vietnam as a separate armored cavalry
squadron. It joined with the 196 th Infantry Brigade in Task Force
Oregon and operated around Chu Lai. The Americal formed a

(Continued - 3)
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Force Oregon and 1st Squadron/1st Cavalry became part of the Division
on January 10, 1968. The Squadron remained at Chu Lai for the entire
tour of duty and departed Vietnam on 10 May 1972. 1 st Squadron /1 st
Cavalry has continued in active service as an Armor unit with an air
cavalry troop, although it is scheduled for deactivation in Germany in
2008.
The first U.S. combat troops arri ved in Vietnam March 8, 1965, as
3500 Marines landed at China Beach to defend the American air base at
Da Nang. D Troop arrived at Da Nang in July 1968 in the midst of the
troop build - up, which peaked in April 1969 at 543,400 while D Troop
was still at Ca mp Eagle. On June 8, soon after D Troop arrived at Chu
Lai, Nixon announced that a phased troop withdrawal would occur in 14
stages from July 1969 through November 1972. The very first U.S.
troop withdrawal occurred on July 8 and, by the end of 1969, le vels
were down below 430,000. American troop levels dropped to 280,000 by
the end of 1970 and 6,100 American soldiers departed Vietnam on July
1, 1971, a daily record. At the end of 1971 there were only 156,800
US troops remaining in country and by April 30, 1972 the level was
reduced to 69,000. D Troop was flying combat missions to the very
end, covering an ever - larger Area of Operations as the US force was
diminished. All US combat troops were withdrawn by November 30, 1972.

This information and much more was found on these web - sites
http://www.americal.org/ambook.shtml , http://www.americal.org/oob2.shtml

http://macspics.homestead.com/1st_of 1st Cav_Association.html ,
http://www.angelfire.com/rebellion/101abndivvietvets/page 15histo

ryl01.html
http://www.angelfire.com/rebellion/101abndivvietvets/pagel2battl

eorder.html |, http://101 Iha.tripod.com/101st |ha/id70.html ,
http://www.vhpa.org/stories/d - 17cav.pdf
http://www.globalsecurity.org/ military/agency/army/1 - 1cav.htm



http://www.americal.org/ambook.shtml
http://www.americal.org/oob2.shtml
http://macspics.homestead.com/1st_of_1st_Cav_Association.html
http://www.angelfire.com/rebellion/101abndivvietvets/page15history101.html
http://www.angelfire.com/rebellion/101abndivvietvets/page15history101.html
http://www.angelfire.com/rebellion/101abndivvietvets/page12battleorder.html
http://www.angelfire.com/rebellion/101abndivvietvets/page12battleorder.html
http://101_lha.tripod.com/101st_lha/id70.html
http://www.vhpa.org/stories/d-17cav.pdf
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/agency/army/1-1cav.htm

The following section will include articles from the

Ameri cal Di vi si ononewspapex e Kk | iyT h e Sout he
Crosso t hat r e st rSquadrom, 1st Regiment

activities : The first issue was published in May 1968

and the final issue was in the fall of 1971. The
newspapers were usually eight pages with cartoons and

world events included. Approximately 1 20 issues have

been located with perhaps 40 that are still missing.

Nearly 80 of these newspapers had at least one photo or

article referencing the 1st Squadron, 1st Regiment
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This is from the first issue of the Southern Cross weekly newspaper:
Vol. 1, No. 1 CHU LAI, VIETNAM MAY 1968

Americal Infantrymen Make Historic Strides

CHU LAI - Vietna m's newest and only named division - the
Americal Division - made historic strides towards the goal of peace
in Vietnam during its first 13 months of operations.

The original Americal Division was organized for operations in
the steaming jungles of New Ca ledonia in May, 1942.

The birth of Americal in Vietham marked the beginning of many
changes in the complexion of the war.

When the soldiers of the 196th Lt. Inf. Bde, landed at the Chu
Lai airstrip April 20, 1967, they became the first Army combat
tr oops in the | Corps Tactical Zone. Since these original
"pioneers” arrived, the Army has gradually expanded its large -
scale combat operations farther and farther north, and now has
troops fighting right up to the demilitarized zone.

The original Americ al soldiers were members of the 196th Lt.
Inf. Bde,; the 1st Bde., 101st Abn. Div.; and the 3rd Bde., 25th
Inf. Div. (later redesignated at the 3rd Bde., 4th Inf. Div.), and
were a part of Task Force Oregon, a force conceived by Gen.
William C. Westmorelan d, commander of U.S. forces in Vietnam.

The division is currently made up of the 196th, 198th, and 11th
infantry brigades, and is conducting three major, named combat
operations - Wheeler/Wallowa, Muscatine and Burlington Trail.

Operation Wheeler was launched by the 1st Bde., 101st Abn.
Div., before the paratroopers departed the Americal for the Il
Corps Tactical Zone. The fighting was directed at the elimination
of the 2nd North Viethamese Army Div., which ad been using the
area in the highlands nor thwest of Chu Lai at will for years.

The 3rd Bde., 1st Air Cav. Div. launched Operation Wallowa some
three weeks after the initiation of Wheeler, and the two
operations were combined on November 11, 1967, making
Wheeler/Wallow one of the longest running operations being
conducted in Vietnam.

The "Gary Owen" skytroopers met and badly defeated elements of
the 2nd NVA Division in action in the Que Son Valley shortly
before they left the division last January.

With the departure of the original brigade s, the operation was
taken over by the men of the 196th Inf. Bde.; 3rd Bde., 4th Inf.
Div.; and 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav . It is now controlled by the 198th
Inf. Bde.

Wheeler/Wallowa has been the leader of the division's combat
operations and is perhaps typic al of their pattern.

The fighting is steady, with U.S. soldiers working doggedly to

(Continued  -1)
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rout a well - entrenched enemy from positions he has regarded as
"home" for years. It has been basically unspectacular, but the
enemy is gradually becoming dislodged and the area is becoming
more secure.
As of May 8, Wheeler/Wallowa forces had accounted for 3,396
North Viethamese Army and 4,335 Viet Cong soldiers killed.
Operation Muscat ine, a multi - battalion operation in the
northern district of Quang Ngai Province, was launched in early
December by the 198th Inf. Bde. with one battalion of the 3rd
Bde., 4th Inf. Div. placed under the brigade's operational
control.
The division's thir d assigned maneuver brigade, the 11th Inf.
Bde., arrived from Hawaii on December 20, and lost little time in
becoming an effective fighting force. The "Jungle Warriors" were
placed in charge of fighting in the Duc Pho area and have since
taken over Operat ion Muscatine as well.
Operation Muscatine elements had killed 1,040 Viet Cong and 11
North Viethamese Army soldiers as of May 8.
Many of the battles of the operation have been joint efforts
with the soldiers of the 2nd ARVN Div., which is headquarte red in
Quang Ngai.
The soldiers of the 11th Bde recently concluded Operation
Norfolk Victory in the mountains southwest of Quang Ngai. In this
operation, they destroyed a major enemy base of operations and
discovered a cache containing some 126 weapons and 1,000 pounds of
raw explosives.
A total of 45 Viet Cong were killed in the operation.

Operation Burlington Trail was initiated in mid - April to open
the road from Tam Ky to Tien Phuoc, a Special Forces camp and
district headquarters in Quang Tin Province.

As of May 8, some 311 enemy soldiers had been killed by members
of the 198th Inf. Bde. conducting the operation.

The communist Tet attacks launched throughout Vietnam wee met
with combined ARVN and Americal forces in southern | Corps, and
t he enemy was unable to make any significant gains in the area,
though several cities and American base camps became targets for
both mortar and rocket and human wave attacks.

In the past 13 months American and ARVN efforts, both
individually and combine d, have doubled the territory considered
controlled by the Viethamese government.

Photo Captions: Occasional Ceremonies....
VISITING DIGNITARIES - Gen. Willam C. Westmoreland, Lt. Gen. R.E.
Cushman Jr., Lt. Gen Lam and Maj. Gen. S.W. Koster review troops during
organization day. (Photo by PFC Bill Guerrant, Photo Editor)




Southern Cross Newspaper T May 1968.

Westmoreland Praises Amcal Combat Record
CHU LAl - The commander of United States forces in Vietham said
in ceremonies here recently tha t the Americal Division has "one of
the most impressive records of any unit in my command."
Gen. William C. Westmoreland, who is scheduled to depart

shortly to become Army Chief of Staff, praised the fighting
soldiers of the Army's only named division during Organization Day
ceremonies last month.

He also presented awards to six of the division's soldiers.

Included among the awards was a Distinguished Service Cross, the

nation's second highest decoration for valor, presented to Capt.
James Taylor . The Riverside, Calif., native was cited for
"performing repeated heroic rescues” during a nine - hour period

last November. (Note: this DSC was later upgraded to a
Congressional Medal of Honor).

Taylor is a troop commander with the division's 1st Squadron
1st Cavalry.

Westmoreland also presented the 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the
Bronze Star Medal for service to MSgt. Mike Hofer, of Olympia,
Wash., who served with both the original Task Force 6814 in New
Caledonia during WWII and Task Force Oregon, the for erunner to the
Americal Division in Chu Lai.

Task Force 6814 was redesignated to become the “original
Americal Division.

Hofer's friends had dubbed him "Mr. Americal."
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Army Medic Dedicated To Treating Peo ple In Need
By SP5 JACK LUTZ

CHU LAl - with the experience of having been an Army medic on three
continents, Sp5 William E. Haile, of Detroit, Mich., looked around at the
people in need of medical care and went to work.

It was one of the many medica | assistance visits conducted by the 198th Inf.
Bde.'s 1st Bn., 46th Inf., and Haile was doing what he could to help the
villagers of the refugee hamlet of Ly Tra north of here.

Along with two other medics and civic action soldiers, Haile began treating
minor bruises, and instructing the people on how to keep clean and avoid
disease. At the same time he brought smiles to the faces of the children.

Haile enlisted in the Army to be a medic. He served in that capacity on
tours in Germany, a short stint in the states and now in Vietnam. After seven
months in Vietnam, he knows there is still a lot to be done.

"I know we can help these people if they learn to help themselves. I've
seen it done,"” he commented.

Before coming to the 1/46 Inf. Haile s erved as a senior medical specialist
with the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. He was in charge of seven medics.
With the "Professionals," he finds himself spending more time treating the

local villagers - the refugees from the war who make their home in and around Ly
Tra, the refugee hamlet supported by his battalion.

"Our primary job is to serve as kind of an intermediary between the Gl who
needs medical help and the doctor. If we can help, we do. If we can't then
the patient goes to the doctor. And if the do ctor thinks it's necessary, then
it's on to the hospital. It works much the same with civilians," said Haile.

"Keeps them busy, too," he added.

"l guess that it is really the kids that get to you over here. There was

one little boy that | kind of a dopted. A smart kid - he wanted to learn.
"It's in kids like him that you see the future of Vietnam. Right here in
the middle of the war - and all that that goes with it - s this kid who wants to
learn. We help kids like that as much as we can. There a re U.S. and
government programs to see to it that they can go to school. It's a start,” he
commented.
"As a medic in the Army, I've worked in orphanages in Germany as well as
over here. Kids are much the same the world over. Speaking of kids, today i s

my little girl Melissa's first birthday. I'm sure she would understand, if she
were old enough, why | can't be with her today," he added.
Haile and the rest of the battalion medics have treated move civilians than
any other unit in the 198th Bde. Th ey are proud of their record.
But Haile isn't going to stop there. Intending to remain in the Army, after
he returns to his wife and little girl, he's going to find some more people who
need help -this time in the states. Having earned his combat medic 's badge,
he's going home to more of the same duty - but without the combat.
"l just like being a medic," says Halile.
And that about sums it up for him, and all the people, civilian and
military, he's helped.
"It's a start,” restated the soldier as he turned to get ready for another
medical visit.
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Chris Noel In Chu Lai

Photo Captions
1. Talking At LZ Gator...
2. Signing Autographs...
3. ... Dancing At LZ LiZ
Photos by Sp4 Anthony J. Paul, 523rd Sig. Bn.)

CHU LAl - Chris Noel, famous "femme fatale" of the American
Forces Vietnam Network, danced, talked, sang and autographed her
way around various Americal Div. landing zones and fire support
bases during a recent one - day tour.

Members of the 1st Sqgdn., 1st Cav. appreciated her enough to
make her a lifetime member of the squadron.

"Talking to you fellows in person has always been the highlight
of my career with the Armed Forces Radio and Television Service,"
she said.
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This comic strip r eBlueGhesh coe waocs i n a comic st
calle d AMi racle Mano written for the Ameri cal
Crosso by Dave McGowan. The reference is fou
lower middle area of the cartoon. At the time the primary mission

for F Troop/8th Cavalry was to provide Air Cavalry support for the

1st Squadron, 1st Regiment.
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Americal Repulses Enemy Assaults
Division Units Kill 594 Of Foe During Sapper, Rocket Hits

CHU LAl -- After seven months of relativ e quiet in the division area,
enemy activity exploded all over southern | Corps as Americal units
killed 594 during seven days of heavy fighting in May.

From one end of the AO to the other, enemy main force and sapper
units attacked friendly positions o nly to be successfully repulsed.
Artillerymen and engineers along with other support troops fought along
with other support troops fought like "grunts" in repelling many of the
assaults.

122mm and 140mm rockets, 60mm and 82mm mortars, RPGs, automatic
weapons, and small arms fire were unable to throw Americal defenders off
balance.

The combination offensive - defensive encounters accounted for 389 NVA

and 205 VC dead and 109 weapons, 21 crew - served captured.
Sappers

At LZ Baldy, a large force of NVA sappers attempted to breach the
196th Bde. base camp's defense. 2nd Bn., 1st Inf . soldiers fought off
the assault.

Forty NVA bodies were found around the perimeter the next morning
along with 13 individual weapons and numerous munitions including se ven
RPGs and 25 satchel charges.

To the south near Tam Ky, NVA and VC forces over - whelmed a small
outpost atop Nui Yon hill only to be driven off with extremely heavy
casualties.

Elements of the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf. and 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav . aided by
int ensive artillery bombardment and air strikes, retook the position.
[These actions are related to the 2 CMOH awards made to C 3/21st medic X

from13 -15 May 1969 (0O6Shea ajnd McCloughan)
Fifty -three NVA bodies were discovered on the hilltop when the ARVN
3/4 Cav., which also patrticipated in the action, reached the peak.

VC Stopped

Northwest of Quang Ngai, elements of the 1st Bn., 52nd Inf ., 198th
Bde. rebuffed the Viet Cong at LZ Buff.

Twenty - seven of the enemy were felled by "Brave and Bold" bulle ts as
they attempted to reach the landing zone. Two crew - served and four

individual weapons were captured.

At LZ Snoopy, northwest of 11th Bde. headquarters at Duc Pho, non -
infantry defenders beat back a combined NVA and VC force.

Elements of the 1st Bn. 82d Arty. and 39th Engr. Bn . killed 17 NVA
and 23 VC while capturing six individual and one crew - served weapon.
Two NVA also were killed by artillery barrages. (Americal 10)
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Cav. Units Kill 99 In Island Battle

CHU LAl -- Elements of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav . killed 38 NVA and
61 VC in a fierce five hour battle on a marshy, flat island 10
miles north of Tam Ky.

D Trp.'s Aero - r ifle platoon , "The Blues" landed on the north side
of the small island and began moving in a westward direction.

"We were inserted to check results of contact made by a Light
Observation Helicopter (LOH)," said 1LT Darrel T. Henderson.
(Carolina Beach, N .C).

"We found nine VC killed by the Scout Ship and as we continued
our search, we received fire from well concealed bunkers, simple
in structure, two yards square and about three feet below the
surface of the ground.”

Hug Ground

The "Blues" advanced to within 25 meters of the bunkers when
Henderson directed the platoon to lay down in tall reeds on line
with the enemy positions.

While the platoon fired at wall of steel at the bunkers, SP4
Christian Tiedt (Nashville) and SGT James Broadfoot (Greenville
Tenn.) advanced on the bunkers.

"SGT Broadfoot began giving me cover fire as | maneuvered up to

the bunkers,” said Tiedt. "I removed the sod from the overhead
cover and dropped in a grenade, which silenced four enemy
soldiers." Tiedt repeated his actio ns on another bunker, killing
three more VC.

R&R Site

As the rifle platoon advanced across the island, LT Henderson
remarked about the area, "It looked as though it may have been
used as some sort of enemy R&R center. There were not that many
weapons and the enemy appeared to be fresh and rested.”

The "Blues" had plenty of support from three "Cobra" gunships, a
LOH, and elements of C Trp. Also working with the rifle platoon
were elements of 3 - 5 ARVN Regt. (Americal |10)
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Here Comes The Cav
APCs of the lst PIt., B Trp., 1st Sqdn., Ist Cav. on 2 sweep northwest of Quang Ngal move across an open field towards a tree

line in search of “Charlie™. (Photo by SP{ Steve Shingledecker, 523rd Sig. Bn.)
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Photo Caption: Here Comes The Cav

APCs of the 1st PIt .. B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav . on a sweep

northwest of Quang Ngai move across an open field towards a tree
line in search of "Charlie".




