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This is a compilation of articles and other
materials about the 26th Combat Engineer Battalion’s
service in Vietnam. This does not include division
Division TOC journal entries, casualty reports, or
Battalion journal entries.

There might also be some items missed as the changes
Microsoft made in their systems going from Windows
XP to Windows 10 were installed in Windows XP. This
has caused issues in the “GREP” process to search
and locate key words in files.

26th ENGINEER BATTALION (COMBAT)
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WAY 0F THE VICTOS

, 70 HONOR THOSE WHO SERVED -

I personally would like to thank the men of the 26th Combat Engineers. I
had worked with LTC Matthew Hoey on his Command and Control Missions in
1968 (I was a helicopter crewchief). He was a wonderful officer. He was
often reprimanded for risking our helicopters to support his men. I did
not fly the mission after one of the men from my flight platoon

(William Campbell of Boston) threw two grenades into an enemy bunker in
one pass. One went straight in and the second bounced in. Hoey only
wanted Campbell for his mission after this. It was usually an exciting,
but terrifying mission for someone 19 years old.

This version includes some photos from Division
publications. Photos were not added from
copyrighted publications. These can be located and
purchased from Stars and Stripes and other
publications over the internet.



SOURCE : Department of the Army Pamphlet 762-3
Unit Citation and Campaign Participation Credit Register

(1960-1978) Dated: May 1980

26th Engr Bn
RVNGC24 Aug 69 - 31 Dec 69 DAGO 42, 1972
RVNGC31 Mar 70 - 30 Jun 70 DAGO 42, 1972
HHC, 26th Engr Bn
N-PUC1 Jul 68 - 31 May 69 DAGO 32, 1973
RVNGC1 Apr 71 - 30 Jun 71 DAGO 6, 1974
Co E, 26th Engr Bn
N-PUC1l Jul 68 - 31 May 69 DAGO 32, 1973

ABBREVIATIONS:

DAGO: Department of the Army General Order

RVNGC: Republic Of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with
Palm Unit Citation

RVNCAHM Republic of Vietnam Civil Actions Honor

Medal - First Class

Unit Citation

N-PUC U.S. Navy Presidential Unit Citation
Abbreviation
HHC Headquarters & Headquarters Company

According to the Coffelt Database, there were 89 soldiers
who lost their lives related to their service with the 26th
Engineers in Vietnam.
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Page 8 THE NOOSE AROUND BATANGAN
(With graphic of a hangman's noose around the title)

By 1LT CECIL GREEN

The morning of Jan. 13 was an infantryman's nightmare.

The angry, silver-black clouds covered the sky with an
ominous glow and unleashed monsoon deluges, which soaked
everything and made rain gear useless.

The mud was already there from earlier storms, but the new
rains gave it a life that infantrymen dread. One rifleman
described it as "trying to walk through a mountain of C-
ration peanut butter.”

But the day was D-Day, and the hands on the clock were
nearing H-Hour-0800.

Things began to happen rapidly:

Infantrymen from the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf. Bde.
moved into action like foot soldiers down through the ages.,
slogging across the muddy hills and flooded lowlands toward
their goal.

The 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 1lth Inf. Bde. moved from their
encampment near Quang Ngai City to waiting helicopters
that would churn through the lowering skies in a massive
combat assault.

Marines, two battalions strong, arrived aboard a flotilla
of ships in the South China Sea. Two companies climbed down
the nets into landing craft while others swarmed over the
decks of the. USS Tripoli into helicopters that would carry
them ashore.

Two battalions of soldiers from the 2nd ARVN Division also
shouldered their packs and headed into the region.

Navy swift boats roared into life and plowed through the
swelling sea, forming a water blockade.

The fighting men from the two countries had a common
objective: the Batangan Peninsula, a mushroom-shaped VC
stronghold for the past 20 vyears, Jjutting into the South
China Sea about 20 miles southeast of Chu Lai.

Their tactic was a textbook example of a cordon an 11 1/2
mile solid ring of men and firepower across the neck of the
peninsula. The circle was completed with Navy ships. At the
action's peak, almost 8,500 men choked off the Batangan
Peninsula. This was the start of Operation Russell Beach.

The Marine participation was called Operation Bold Mariner,
but after the ground troops reached a phase line on Jan. 25,
the maneuver became Operation Russell Beach entirely. BG



Howard H. Cooksey (Alexandria, Va.), Americal assistant
division commander, was the overall commander of the Army
and ARVN forces forming Task Force Cooksey.

The phases of the combat/pacification program were clearly
defined: deception, establishment of the cordon,
psychological operations (PSYOP), collapse of the cordon, and
pacification.

Intelligence experts reported that the area was a popular

B&W photo - soldiers walking in front of an ACAV. Photo
Caption "Wary infantrymen and watchful cavalrymen move into
place in the tangled underbrush to seal off the Batangan
Peninsula. photo credit - Norland
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VC supply route. Tacticians learned that enemy troops in the
area, when running from a pitched battle, always headed for
the peninsula's heart. The deception phase of the operation
actually began about 10 days before D-Day," explained BG
Cooksey.

"The 5/46 and the 2nd ARVN Div. began conducting sweeps far
away from the peninsula, working their way closer as the
starting time drew near. We were taking advantage of the
enemy's tendency to head for his sanctuary when faced with
combat."

The rain, cursed by the GIs on the ground, was actually an
important consideration in the opening moves of the
operation. "We wanted the start of the operation to coincide
with the monsoon rains, so the enemy's tunnels would be
flooded and no good to him," the task force commander
stated.

The weather tactics worked. "Although we were
uncomfortable, I believe it was worse on the VC," said LTC
Ronald R. Richardson (Colorado Springs, Colo.), CO of the

5/46. "My men were near a river during the PSYOP phase and
we had a number of suspects come out of flooded tunnels and
holes just in front of us. They had been in water so long

that their skin was shriveled up like a prune."

"By D-Day we figured there might be a good-size VC force
trapped out there," related LTC Jack C. Davis Maudlin,
Ark.), CO of the 4/3. "But even if there were just a
handful, the plan was still to clear the area on foot, step
by step, to locate every tunnel and bunker, destroy
the minefields and empty Charlie's' breadbasket."
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Noon of D-Day found the soldiers of the cordon line still
chest-deep in water in the flooded rice paddies with mud as
their toughest enemy. The men, less than 10 meters apart,
were in visual contact along the entire route. By late
afternoon, the weary infantrymen got the order to
dig in for the night. The human wall was formed.

But for more than 20 days, night did not come to the
Batangan Peninsula.

"There's just no such thing as night out here," a rifle-man
noted. "Those flare ships do a good job."

The flare ships remained on station overhead throughout the
night hours of operation; dropping an average of 600 flares
per night.

"The flares were very significant in this operation," said
CPT John R. Blanks Jr. (Macon, Ga.), the commander of D Co.,
4/3. "They took the night away from the enemy and made any
fighting on our terms. The light also made the infantrymen
more secure and boosted morale."

After the cordon was established, the operation reverted to
a battle of words for four days as PSYOP crews went to work
on the ground and in the air with broadcasts and printed
leaflets.

The most important phase of the operation was beginning-
evacuation of as many people as possible from the peninsula
before any fighting actually began.

"There were no reliable statistics available on how many
people made their homes on the peninsula," related CPT Banta
York (Sumter, S.C.), 198th PSYOP officer, "but we were
concerned with evacuating as many as possible because Russell
Beach is a pacification operation. And

B&W photo caption - "Brave and Bold" soldiers of the 198th
Brigade's 5th Bn., 46th Inf., always expecting the unexpected
on Batangan, use everything from rifles to mine detectors to
make certain that Charlie's vital supplies and deadly mines
and booby traps are located.
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to be successful, you must have the people."”

A helicopter specially equipped with a homemade
1,000-watt transmitting system was rigged up at the
198th S-5 office. It cruised over the peninsula area up to
eight hours a day, sometimes as low as 400 feet. The Kit
Carson Scouts and interpreters aboard each flight told the
people over and over where to move, how to move, and what to
bring (clothing, identification papers, and one day's
supply of food).

As the refugees moved through pre-arranged checkpoints
on the cordon line, they were gathered at temporary detention
centers located at each battalion C P.

A medical team was stationed with each battalion for
emergency treatment, and each refugee received an initial
inspection to insure that none with serious diseases were
housed with the larger groups.

"The first refugees to arrive were, very naturally,
confused and scared," CPT, YorK recalled. "They told our
interpreters that the VC had threatened them and warned that
anyone who went to the Americans would be
put in labor camps at Cam Ranh Bay.

"As the first helicopter loads of refugees were taken
from the battalions to the Combined Holding and Interrogation
Center (CHIC) near Quang Ngai City, they were positive that
they were at Cam Ranh and refused to leave
the helicopters. When the province chief heard this, he
came out personally and talked to the people until they
realized they were less than 12 miles from their homes."

The CHIC was a key factor in the success of Russell
Beach. "This is where many of the refugees first became
aware of the South Vietnam Government," CPT York stated.

At the CHIC, each refugee was carefully interrogated by GVN
officials to locate and isolate VC prisoners of war, members
of the VC infrastructure, VC suspects, possible Hoi Chanhs,
and innocent civilians.

As the slow process to determine and separate each
group continued throughout the operation, the GVN
provided medical care, clothing, and hot food, in addition to
drama teams, speakers, newspapers, and music, all
stressing patriotism and unity.

2 B&W photo captions - "CPT Banta York examines 'home-made' transmitting
rig that later called many Vietnamese from their tunnels and hiding
places during frequent psychological operation broadcasting." photo

credit (1) Shingledecker and (2) Hebert.
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"The success of the PSYOP operation became a reality
after we convinced the first. doubtful refugees that they
would be well treated and safe with us," CPT York said.
"After they saw what was happening, many of them gladly
made tape recordings to their families and neighbors
which we played from our helicopters over the areas they
indicated. Those tapes were invaluable."

To show the people that they could trust and believe the
American and GVN forces, CPT York personally landed his
chopper in insecure areas.

"One man was obviously wounded, but was waving a white flag
on a pole at us," the captain recalled. "When we landed to
pick him up, his entire family trooped out of a nearby bunker
to go aboard."

Several large groups-one of them numbering more than
700 persons-requested to be moved out, and Chinook
pilots also landed on beaches and in insecure areas to get
them all.

By late February, the population at the CHIC was near the
12,000 mark, with 257 Viet Cong infrastructure, 190 VC
suspects, 104 prisoners of war and 32 Hoi Chanhs. Of the
11,377 innocent c¢ivilians moved to the CHIC,

1,057 were men, 3,354 were women and 6,966 were children
(under 15 years of age).

Officials at the CHIC reported that their population
continued to grow even when no new refugees were coming in;
more than 30 babies were delivered there by U.S. and
Vietnamese doctors.

After the first four days of PSYOP, combat operations
started on the Peninsula as the cordon 1line began to
tighten.

The tactical situation had the 2nd and 3rd Bns. of the
26th Marine Regt. in the northern sector of the line, the
5/46 and the 4/3 in the middle, the ARVNs to the south and
Co. D, 4/3 and a platoon of ACAVs from H Trp.,
17th Cav. anchoring the right flank of the line.

The idea behind the entire operation was to move slowly and
carefully, and the goal was no more than 500 meters per day.

"Ordinarily, this figure would be very insignificant," said
BG Cooksey, "but on the Batangan Peninsula, it
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took quite a while just to move a yard because the men
literally looked under every rock and behind every bush."

And there was plenty to find. "Just like a big Easter egg
hunt" was the way one rifleman described it Tunnels were
everywhere. By the time the combat phase of the operation
ended on Feb. 9, more than 14,000 meters of tunnels had been
blown up, mainly by 26th Engineer Bn. teams assigned to each
infantry platoon.

Nearly every village had a large tunnel complex honeycombed
under 1its simple huts and dirt paths. Many tunnels were
hundreds of meters long with sleeping niches cut out of the
walls every four or five meters, and
every tunnel had to be checked out before it was blown to
locate any hidden enemy or civilians.

"If some of the refugees and Hoi Chanhs hadn't volunteered
to show us some of the tunnels they knew about, we may never
have found them," LTC Richardson stated. "In one case a Hoi
Chanh took us to an area we had already swept through. He
then pointed to a dirt embankment where he said several VC
had covered up the entrance to protect their friends below.
Once we explored it, we found that it had four different
levels with a winding staircase-type entrance hole. It was
very elaborate."

Several hundred "homemade" mines and booby traps were
encountered during the 27 days of the combat phase of the
operation, either by early detection or accidental
detonation. Most U.S. and ARVN casualties were due to
mines.

"I've been over here in the field for about eight months
now, and this is the most treacherous area I've seen," said
1LT Mark S. Richards (Los Angeles), a platoon leader with A
Co., 4/3. "Some mines were found less than 10 meters from
our encampments, where we had been walking back and forth for
several days."

On Feb. 3, the units had completed their slow search and
clear and were on the South China Sea coast. Then, after a
week of back-tracking and more searching, the combat phase of
Operation Russell Beach officially ended (Feb. 9), and the
pacification phase began.

More than 210 VC were killed in action on the peninsula by
late February, besides the prisoners of war, VCI, and VC
suspects held at the CHIC.

Also in their totals, the allied forces captured 15.5 tons
of salt, 2 tons of corn, 13 tons of rice, and 59 individual
and 6 crew-served weapons. Twenty-three sampans were



destroyed as they tried to evade through Navy craft
patrolling the peninsula waters.

"The resettlement of the peninsula and indoctrination of
the people may take a long time, "CPT York concluded," but we
can already call Operation Russell Beach a definite success
as we've effectively separated the VC from the people.
There's no more VC strongarm rule on the Batangan now."

2 Color photo captions - A 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. '0Old Guard'
patrol examines one of 59 individual weapons found. Below,
another 11th Brigade platoon reaches the South China Sea
coast as the operation's cordon phase concludes.



FEBRUARY

Prior to the post-TET Offensive at the end of the month,
action rarely fluctuated from day-to-day with few large
contacts reported.

The 198th Bde.'s 1/52 uncovered 52 individual weapons on
Feb. 9 in a VC classroom area 12 1/2 miles southwest of Tam
Ky. Task Force Cooksey and Marine elements began to leave
the Batangan Peninsula concluding the combat phase of
Operation Russell Beach.

On Feb. 11, 3/18 and 6/11 Arty. units killed 18 enemy when
an 1llth Bde. OP spotted 60 armed VC in the open, 11 miles
west-northwest of Quang Ngai City.

Early in the month, two soldiers from the 11th Bde. and
one from the 198th Bde. received the nation's second highest
award, the Distinguished Service Cross, from the commander of
the U.S. Army Vietnam, GEN Creighton W. Abrams.

After a lull during TET, more than 40 Allied positions in
southern I Corps on Feb. 23 were attacked by enemy elements
using rockets, mortars, recoilless rifles, small arms, and
occasional ground probes.

Led by the 1st Sgdn., 1lst Cav. and "Shark" gunships of the
174th Aslt. Hel. Co., Americal forces rebounded sharply to
kill 159 VC and 10 NVA and captured 32 weapons.

The "Dragoons," aided by gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav.,
killed seven NVA and 77 VC in fierce fighting in the
Pineapple Forest west of Tam Ky. "Shark" gunships killed 23
VC moving on the Duc Pho airstrip and netted 27 more at a
rocket launch site six miles northeast of Duc Pho.

B&W photo - 71st assault Helicopter slick (rattler emblem on
the nose) lands as a soldier guides the helicopter in over
war ravaged terrain. Photo credit - Longwell
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After a one-day gap of mild action, the third platoon of B
Trp. and all of C Trp., 1lst Sgdn., 1lst Cav. caught an
estimated NVA battalion entrenched on a hill five miles south
of Tam Ky and killed 167 in a six-hour battle. On the same
day, gunships of the 123rd Avn. Bn. netted 12 VC in support
of an ARVN element 1 1/2 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City.

On February 28, Operations Vernon Lake II, Fayette Canyon,
and Hardin Falls ended. The three campaigns combined for a
total of 860 enemy kills, as compared to 26 American
casualties.

Operation Vernon Lake II began Nov. 2 last year and
involved the 3/1 and 4/21, 11th Bde. Aimed at pushing the
3rd NVA Div. out of a longheld bastion southwest of Quang
Ngai City, the operation accounted for 455 enemy kills during
its 119 days.

Launched Dec. 2 last year, the goal of Operation Hardin
Falls was to clear out and pacify six hamlets in the Thang
Binh District that had been under VC control for more than
four years.

Hardin Falls involved the 1st Sgdn., 1lst Cav.; A Co.,
1/46th, 196th Bde.; and D Co., 26th Engr. Bn. Besides
accounting for 78 enemy killed and 17 enemy suspects
detained, the operation also attracted two Hoi Chanhs.

Operation Fayette Canyon was underway Dec. 15 last year
after intelligence reports indicated an estimated 1,000 NVA
were securing a hospital complex and supply depot atop Hill
953, 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The campaign was composed
of the 2/1 and 4/31, 196th Bde. and 1/46, 198th Bde., and
netted 327 enemy dead and 70 weapons, 14 crew-served.

The "Legionnaires" of the 2/1 saw the heaviest action,
netting 101 enemy kills against only one friendly casualty.
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THEY MAKE THE GOING GREAT
By SGT HERB HARTLEY

No bridges support heavy artillery pieces vital to
infantryman. No roads carry the ever-important convoys.
No landing zones or air strips.

This disastrous situation would exist in the
division area if not for a broad-shouldered, hard-working
lot known as combat engineers.

Under the command of LTC Donald R. Swygert (Carlisle,
Pa.), the 26th Cmbt. Engr. Bn. increases combat
effectiveness of Americal troops through construction,
impeding the enemy Dby destroying his facilities, and
fighting as infantry, if necessary.

"To say our battalion stays busy is an understatement,"

said CSM John R. Spehar (Kenosha, Wis.). "Doing the job
right the first time doesn't necessarily mean it will be
the last. What Charlie doesn't bruise with mines and

satchel charges will be damaged by weather or heavy use."

"A couple of months ago we reconstructed the Binh Son
Bridge on Highway 1 for the fourth time," LTC Swygert
stated.

"It was a cooperative effort. Co. E constructed a
temporary 260-foot floating bridge to carry traffic, while
the 39th Engr. Bn. removed Bailey bridging used to close
gaps created by VC sapper squads."

Division engineers work with men of the 19th and 39th
Engr. Bns. of the 18th Engr. Bde., and 9th Marine Engr. Bn.
to keep all-important Highway I open.

When it comes to pioneering a road into country that has
not seen a four-wheel vehicle in years, however, men of the
26th are on their own.

In a typically important mission, engineers were tasked
with opening a road across 17 miles of rugged terrain
between Binh Son and the Tra Bong Civilian Irregular
Defense Group (CIDG) camp so giant artillery could move
into position.

The day before the operation began, two airmobile
bulldozers, four 3/4-ton dump trucks, a 1/4-ton truck, and
a bucket loader were airlifted into the CIDG camp with men
from B Co.

The next morning, men and equipment began working east,
while B, D, and E Cos. cut a path west from Binh Son.

(continued)



Combat Engineer Vehicles-58-ton tanks with dozer
blades and a 165mm demolition gun led the way, barreling
over obstacles, filling in trenches, and Dblasting
enemy sniper positions with huge guns.

"It took three miserable days of hard work to get those
guns to Tra Bong and because of heavy rains, even longer to
get the equipment out," Spehar remarked.

B Co. had earned a rest, but that had to wait. A day and
a half later, the engineers were committed to another
operation occupying them for weeks.

The 26th Engrs. are proud of the motto emblazoned on
their battalion colors: "Way of the Victors," as
they continue to make the going easier for the Americal
team.

B&W photo - (AMCAL 26 Griffin emblem A58 show on a
caterpillar going down a steep grade with driver and three
soldiers riding or alongside the cat) Caption-Soldiers
from the 26th Engr. Bn. keep sharp lookout for lurking VC
snipers as their combat engineer vehicle gouges a road
through rugged mountain terrain.

Sobliers from the 2k Exgr. . ke
shurp lsokwut fur Surhing VO smipers a0
theat combiet rmgancer swhiv le guuges o
rradd thragh ragped mountais berrain

They Make
The Going
Great

By SGT HERB HARTLEY

-------
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ARVN OUR VITAL PARTNER

Their physical appearances differ- the Americal soldier towering over
his ARVN (Army of the Republic of Vietnam) ally. But they fight
with equally high skill, and are teaming up to put the crunch on
"Charlie."

Born in wartime and brought up with numerous bloody battles against
enemy forces, one group of ARVNs, the 4th Regt., 2nd ARVN Div., has
developed into a first-rate combat force.

It has participated in most operations organized within Quang
Ngai Province, and 1its soldiers have put 12,500 enemy troops out
of action and captured over 1,000. More than 450 Communist cadre,
including an NVA lieutenant colonel, have defected to the ARVN
regiment.

As testimony to its combat efficiency, 4th ARVN Regt. elements
captured a 75mm recoilless rifle the VC planned to use in an attack
against LZ Bronco, 11th Inf. Bde. headquarters.

ARVN troops had set up night ambush positions three miles
north of the LZ along possible routes of enemy movement. Late
that night, the 1luckless VC stumbled into the trap.

The ARVNs sprang the ambush, killing five and capturing not only the
recoilless rifle and its ammunition, but also a log book containing the
number of rounds the VC fired at LZ Bronco only a few days earlier.

Because of the regiment's efficiency, LZ Dragon, formerly manned by
11th Bde. soldiers. was turned over to the ARVNs in May. The
regiment is stationed on Dragon to work with the 11th Bde. in securing
the tactical operations area south of Quang Ngai City.

LTC Richard A. Jacoby, senior American advisor on LZ Dragon,
coordinates operations with the 11th Bde. through a combined U.S.-
ARVN tactical operations center.

Some 155mm howitzer batteries are perched on Dragon, as well as
elements of the 2l1st ARVN field artillery, 8lmm and 60mm mortar
platoons, and 57mm recoilless rifles When Americal and ARVN troops
conduct a combined operation two basic planning methods are wused
In one approach, U.S. advisors and ARVN and Americal unit commanders
hold informal discussions determining which units will partici-pate in
the operation and what their functions will be.

The second method of planning a combined assault 1is Dbased on
intelligence reports which identify areas of large enemy activity.

When an enemy concentration 1is detected, Americal and ARVN com-
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(B&W) Photo captions - ARVN soldier aids Americal troops in
providing security for C Co., 26th Engr. Bn., on a road-
clearing project. Opposite page (page 21), during a break
from the operation, ARVNs show new knife to engineer. Photo
credits - Pearson

Poarson

ARVN soldier gids Americal troops i
provadisg security for © Co., 26th Engr. Bn.,
on & roadkcharing project, Oppasize page,
during » bk from the eporstion, ARVNs
shiw pew knile to engineer,

AMERICAL



manders reach a mutual agreement on what units to deploy. The
decision depends on location of friendly units relative to enemy
positions, as well as tactical importance of operations engaged in
at the time of the discovery.

ARVN and Americal units maintain close coordination throughout a
combined operation. The ARVNs move parallel to Americal forces on
combined combat sweep operations and often act as Dblocking
elements for U.S. troops, pushing the enemy toward them.

Although they wusually are supported by their own artillery, ARVN
forces frequently receive artillery support from the 11th Bde. 1In
like manner, the 11th does not hesitate to ask for support from ARVN
artillery.

ARVN batteries function basically the same as an Americal battery
except they do not employ the sophisticated Field Artillery Digital
Computer System. An ARVN battery plots 1its targets mathematically
without computers.

Besides close cooperation between Americal and ARVN artillery, ARVN
infantrymen and E Trp., 1lst Cav. frequently work together in combined
sweeps. Such operations normally are planned at least one week
in
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advance on the basis of intelligence reports.

If an ARVN commander feels he needs added support to accomplish his
mission, he can request Americal armored personnel carriers (APC) to
move with his wunit, During a sweep in April, elements of the 4th ARVN
Regt. and a platoon from E Trp. secured an area 11 miles
north of Duc Pho.

"The ARVNs worked exceptionally well with us," said 1LT Tony Varda,
executive officer of E Trp. "They were very cooperative, and this
made the operation a complete success."

Helicopter support also plays a major role in U. S. ARVN operations.

The 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. (AHC) provides LTC Le Ba Khieu, 4th
Regt. commander, with a command and control (C&C) helicopter. From his
chopper, LTC Khieu controls his troops on the ground, maneuvering them
toward enemy positions. He also directs artillery support from
either Americal or ARVN batteries. When an ARVN unit contacts an enemy
force, it is given all the helicopter support provided U. S. troops.
This includes "Shark" gunships for added fire power, as well as Medevac
helicopters.

Frequently, a "Smokey" chopper is included in a combat assault for
greater security. The "Smokey" spreads a dense smoke around the
landing zone to provide concealment for ARVN and Americal elements.

When ARVN units set up night defensive positions, they also can call
on helicopter flare ships for, needed illumination.

-Statistics from the last 12 combined combat assaults involving 11th
Bde. and 4th Regt. troops indicates the effectiveness of allied
campaigns.

The combined units accounted for 266 NVA and 79 VC killed, and the
capture of 18 crew-served and 68 individual weapons.

During Operation "Quyey Thang" (Strive For Victory), ARVN and Americal
forces fought side by side, inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy.
Results of the operation included 1,406 enemy soldiers killed.

Besides combat sweep operations, U.S. and ARVN soldiers often cooperate
on engineering projects such as building firebases and constructing
roads.

In one seven-day operation, elements of the 11th Bde. and 4th Regt.
teamed up on a road clearing mission five miles west of Quang Ngai City.
Division combat engineers from C Co., 26th Engr. Bn. cleared a 200-
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meter swath on either side of a road connecting the province capital to a
firebase four miles west. The ARVN's 3rd Bn. provided security, and
additional fire support came from the 11th Bde.'s E Trp., 1lst Cav., and
the 1st company of the 4th ARVN Tank Bn.

The combined team met with only sporadic sniper fire as they
pushed ahead, widening the existing strip of road to prevent ambushes
against truck convoys supplying the firebase.

1LT James Kosman, platoon leader with E Trp., praised ARVN efforts:
"They did an excellent job of clearing the way up ahead, and they kept us
well-informed all the way."

As U.S. and ARVN bulldozers cleared brush and leveled hedgerows, two
ARVN infantry companies set up forward, providing flank and rear
security.

Americal APCs maintained local security as the ARVN tank company
deployed along the flanks with the infantry units.

A member of Advisory Team 2, Quang Ngai City, which has been working
with the ARVN battalion for nearly a year, spoke highly of the unit.
"They are fine soldiers," said Australian Warrant Officer Bob Cameron.
"They show a great willingness to learn and make good fighters."

As the operation drew to a close, PFC Richard Rosa, C Co., 26th
Engrs., said, "The ARVNs did a fine job of pulling security for us and
were very easy to get along with. It was a smooth operation."

ARVN and Americal forces also worked closely in establishing a hilltop
firebase seven miles west of Quang Ngai City.

Holding a commanding view of the surrounding area, the hill sits on the
edge of the 1lth Bde.'s 3rd Bn., 1lst Inf. area, and is the staging point
for intensive pressure against local- force VC.

Assigned to preliminary work of clearing the new firebase, A Co., 3-
1 began digging 1in and prepared a temporary helicopter pad for
the first loads of supplies and equipment brought in. ARVN units secured
the surrounding area.

Official name of the firebase is "LZ 4-11" in recognition of combined
efforts between men of the 4th Regt. and the 1lth Bde.

Fighting together, Americal and ARVN soldiers have grown to respect
each other. Through the success of their combined operations and strong
spirit of cooperation, they have hurt the enemy and continue to strike as
an efficient combat team.
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(Graphic Black centerfold drawing of a soldier using a min detector
continues to this page).
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Story and Photos by SP4 DEAN WILLIAMS

The steady pitter-patter of rain on his steel pot made
the ears strain a little harder, listening for the
BEEEEEEEEEEE----EEEEEEP, that little break that could mean
the difference between life and death.

With the coming of the rainy season, murky rice-paddy
water flows freely across the highway link. Vision was
hampered by the sweat and pearl-sized raindrops. The
usually quiet road was a nightmare of sounds from the



Page 6r

B&W Photo 1 - Two men on mine clearing detail. Both are carrying
M-16s and wearing helmets. The men are moving toward the photographer
and only the lead soldier is operating the mine detector. (Note-Caption
information is on Page 7).

swirling streams and the water splashing on the bare rocks.

The job of rising before the sun is up and battling the elements of
Vietnam and its confused weather belongs to C Co., 26th Engr. Bn.

Rain, rain, and more rain. "Alright, men, from now on we will have
to wear life preservers on the minesweeps." This is just another
cumbersome load the men will have to add to their daily uniform of
ammo, weapon, and sweeping equipment. The rain jackets and pants
quickly draw perspiration causing beads of sweat to roll down the nose
and onto the rain drenched ground. Even though it is raining, the
weather is still humid.

Walking the two-mile stretch of road, "Can be a drag," said PFC
Eugene Corsaniti (Baltimore). "We stay alert knowing that the safety
of our buddies and ourselves depends on the effectiveness of our
sweep."



Preparation for a minesweep is a careful, detailed process. The
delicate modules that make up the sensoring device are very carefully
cleaned and methodically replaced in the detector. "Equipment is only
as effective as its user," commented SGT William Stewart (Washington
D.C.). "These men take good care of the equipment for they know their
own lives are at stake as well as those of the people that use Hwy. 1."

How good is a mine detector? SP4 Robert Starret (Houston) answered,
"Using a sweeping motion slowly over a road it will detect metal up to
18 inches below the ground. it can even detect tinfoil from a chewing
gum wrapper." The roads in the Americal Div. are the main ground
conveyance for the Army's largest division. The enemy has had a knack
in the past of mining a particular two mile stretch of road rom LZ Liz
to Hwy. 1. The road with its many culverts and soft shoulders is ideal
for the placement of mines.

Today it is rare that a mine is found. But this fact is no excuse
to let up on the search for mines that could indiscriminately kill,
maim or destroy.

More often all the search will uncover is a discarded C-Ration can
or an expended round, but there is always that day when......

An engineer, with his tedious duties, long hours, many times
tolling out of bed only a few short hours after an all night job of

repairing a collapsed bunker is not only a minesweeper. An engineer is
a demolition man.

When that constant BEEEEEEEE...... STOPS...."Need a prober here on
the double." The rubber suited prober approaches with precise caution

kneels over the contaminated area and starts his probe for wires on the
top of a mine with a sharpened bamboo stick SHHHHH is about the only
sound that can be heard as the stick slides through the gravel of the
soft shoulder ..... perspiration beads....it drops onto the ground... a
little scratching and poking....all are watching, listening.
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...the rain continues....thum THUMP....metal??? .... No just the heart beat!
Silence. AHHHH, a low sigh..... nothing. Thump, thump, thump, the heart has
started its return from the throat to its normal place in the chest.

If there had been a mine, the prober would have continued his probing and
scratching until the device was visible. A demo men would then inch his way to
the device and set a charge to blow the mine in place. Most of the men are
relieved that such detection and destruction is not an everyday occurrence.

Being with the first convoy vehicle down a recently swept road is almost as
bad as the initial walk. "Damn rough road," mutters the driver, but better a
rough road than no road at all.

The men who sweep roads to not come to Vietnam "wet behind the ears.”
Rigorous on-the-job training was the order back in the states. Then comes the
first time out on the real thing which looks like the longest, densest jungle
road in Vietnam. Training does not stop with individual training, for the
minesweeping function is a team effort. "The team is the concrete piling that
a smooth efficient operation is built on," said one patrol member.

Each team is rotated every two weeks from this tension filled job; whether
it be sweeping for mines or building bunkers these men function totally as a
team. Eating, sleeping, living, working together talk often turns to their

work and experiences. "You know I think we ought to cover the shoulders
better," proclaims one, "Year with all the rain they could easily hide a mine
in one of those little trenches," adds another. Safety and lives seem
foremost.

Out in the rain, after a careful sweep and a visual inspection the team
returns to the starting point, with but one operation left to perform, the
pressure test. A salvaged five-ton truck filled with sand and held together
with wire and a lot of luck starts backing down the road to check for any
misses. It creaks and groans down the two mile road every morning after the
initial sweep. Thee driver, wearing a steel pot and flak jacket, attempts to
explode anything that the sensor failed to discover. With the initial sweep
being so thorough, the truck makes his run with "no sweat." The job now
complete the men of C Co., 26th Engrs role [sic] back to their hooches, another
sweep safely completed.

B&W photo caption 1 & 2. A member of C Co., 26th Engr. Bn. moves through a
washed out section of Hwy. 1 listening carefully for any traces of metal.
(Note-water is running over the road about ankle deep in the photo). Above,
after a mine detector has located a metal object, a prober cautiously stabs at
the ground to check for wires or the top of a mine. Opposite page, the two
mile trek from LZ Liz to Hwy. 1 is a daily routine for the engineers.
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Mary Ann - Story and Photos by SP4 James Majerus

Fat Hueys hover above the valley floor. In a few moments they disgorge their
scrambling load of heavily laden troops and then strain to reach a safer altitude.

Tearing, grasping vines slow, the determined push to the hill's summit. The
stillness spreads its ominous cloak over the terrain. The Americal soldiers have
come to do a job.

Mission:

Seize and build FSB Mary Ann.

19 Feb:

D Co, 1/46 air assaulted into LZ Mary Ann. HQ, second, and third platoons of A
Co, 26th Eng. Bn. lifted into LZ Mary Ann at 1045.

Okay, lets clear this brush.

This damn thing won't start.

Kick it!

Easy now.

Hey! Watch that blade.

Case 450 bulldozer brought into LZ Mary Ann at 1145.

Perimeter positions here, here, and here.

Where ya want the pits?

Three gun pits, FDC, and command bunkers finished at 1400.

Demo team clearing treeline to NW.

Fire in the hole!

Where?

Over there.

Fire in the hole!

Now where?

The other side.

Where's my pot?

Ouch! Damnit!

Hurt?

Only when I laugh, clown.

It's getting dark.

I know. I can't see.

Fire in the hole!

Not again.

- Photo (1) Boxcar Chinook (178th Avn Bn) helicopter dropping off
equipment.
- Photo (2) Chinook dropping off 105mm howitzer with net of boxes underslung
beneath the howitzer.
- Photo (3) Two men reading a map.
- Photo (4) Men digging with shovels.
- Photo (5) men carrying ammo boxes and clearing trees.
- Photo (6) Men set up above a bunker made of logs with an M-60
machine gun.



Next page.....

Photo (7) large explosion in jungle.

Photo (8) man sitting watching smoke/dust.

Photo (9) Man running a caterpillar - (Griffin on the front

of the caterpillar indicate 26th Engrs?).

Photo (10) Artillery man setting the howitzer blades into the
ground.

Photo (11) Artillery crew moving a howitzer into position.
Photo (12) Sand bags, recoilless rifle, men sitting under cover
of a small tent canopy.

20 Feb:

D 1/46 continues construction of LZ Mary Ann.
Resupply on demo.

Pop smoke!

Smoke out.

Let's get that stuff off.

Wow! is this heavy.

Quit bitchin'. It might save your neck.
That makes it lighter?

Fire in the hole!

Why?

Can't they do that quietly?

21Feb:

Two 105mm howitzers brought in from B Btry, 3/82 at 1140.
Pop smoke?

Bring 'im in.

Ptu! Damn dust.

Stack those boxes right.
Get off your ass!

Where we settin' up?

We got any water?

Of course not.

Bring that 50 over here!
Careful.

Hangin'.

Can you raise 'em?

Fire in the hole!
On the hill.

Got any soda-?
You're kidding.
Pop smoke.

Overhead cover on perimeter bunkers completed.

How's that?

Not bad.

Think it'1ll hold?

Sure.

All finished?

Let 'em try.

And they did. (Small Americal crest signifies end of article)

Page 17.
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KHAM DUC REVISITED by SP4 Thomas J. Neville Fall 1970 issue
of Americal Magazine.

KHAM DUC, Vietnam (Special, May 12, 1968) - Elements of a Special
Forces unit and Civilian Irregular Defense Group operating at an American
airstrip were forced to evacuate today as enemy forces overran the base
camp.

KHAM DUC, Vietnam (AMERICAL, 10, Summer, 1970)-For more than two years
this 1lonely outpost, seven miles east of the Laotian border, lay
abandoned in the heartland of enemy-occupied territory. But a massive
combat assault, involving an allied task force of Americal Division and
ARVN soldiers, turned the tables this summer by reclaiming and renovating
the strategic base camp.

The prime mission of the allied takeover was to establish a secure
base of operations so that enemy supply routes in the area could be
interdicted. Kham Duc has served several purposes since the Americans
first occupied the area. The Fifth Special Forces and the Civilian
Irregular Defense Group occupied the bastion until May of 1968 when the
NVA gained the high ground and waged a massive assault on the camp.
Facing superior forces, the Americans were forced to evacuate and the
Second Battalion, First Infantry, 196th Brigade, was dispatched to Kham
Duc, to assist in the extraction of nearly 1,500 persons. Under the
cover of 150 airstrikes by U.S. and Vietnamese aircraft, the massive
airlift was accomplished in only six hours.

The Second Battalion, First Infantry returned to Kham Duc this summer.
Other elements participating in the effort included: Alpha Company, 26th
Engineers, 23d Supply and Transport Company; G Company, 75th Rangers;
U.S. Air Force Mobility Team; Sea Bee Construction element and the 6th
ARVN Regt. Artillery support was provided by the 1st Battalion, 14th
Arty and the 1st Battalion, 82d Artillery.

A panorama of scenic beauty, contrasted with stark realities of war,
was witnessed by the men who rode the waves of combat assault choppers
into Kham Duc. The apprehensive troops viewed bluish-green peaks of the
Annam Mountains and the lush green carpeting, which seems to meander
through the wvalleys. But the sight at Kham Duc was not really
aesthetically picturesque. The legacy from 1968 was pictured in the form
of wrecked airplanes, helicopters and construction equipment, which
littered the skirts of the runway. A dozen bomb craters pockmarked the
6,000-foot airstrip and an American jeep, riddled with bullet holes, lay
like a skeleton beneath a crust of rust.

It was blistering hot, barren and depressing when Americal soldiers

arrived. The men had nothing to look forward to but tedious, back-
breaking work. To complicate matters, the enemy had seeded the airstrip
with more than 150 booby-trapped mortar rounds. The 26th Engineers and

Explosive Ordnance Disposal teams completed the touchy task of locating
and removing the imbedded mines.

The first few hours on the ground were naturally tense. "I didn't
know what to expect and believe me I was scared." said PFC Earl McDaniel.
But with the 6th ARVN Regt. securing the high ground and American and
ARVN forces patrolling the lower terrain, relative security was quickly
established.



Aching muscles and beads of sweat were by-products of the hard work
being done as the men dug in and rebuilt the outpost. It was essential
to repair the airstrip in order that supplies could be airlifted into the
base and the 26th Engineers made short work of that. Men reamed out the
cavities, filled them with crushed rock and concrete and smoothed the
surface with oil. The fruits of their labor Dblossomed just four days
after the recapture when an Air Force 123 cargo plane touched down on the
refurbished runway. The men who toiled with picks and shovels gazed with
excitement and pride as the craft landed safely.

"It felt pretty good to see him land," beamed Captain Aaren Evans, the

commanding officer of Alpha Company, 26th Engineers. Air Force Staff
Sergeant Jessie Ritchie, who was aboard the first plane, described the
landing as ""real good". He noted that similar flight would be capable

of transporting nearly 400,000 pounds of ammunition per day.

Photo - showing C-130 on the airstrip behind the wreckage of a C-130
destroyed in 1968.

Relative calm prevailed for the first three weeks of the allied
occupation. But that calm was shattered by a furious storm of deadly
violence during the blackened-pre-dawn hours of August 5. "Sappers in
the wire," bellowed PFC Kenneth Pawlak, who was on the bunker line guard
duty with the 1/82d Artillery.

Pawlak described the first few fearful moments, "The first sapper was
about eight feet in front of me when I first saw him. I Jjumped to the
left side of my bunker just as he threw a satchel charge. The end of the
bunker was blown away." The Redlegs reacted while mortarmen from Company
E,2/1st Infantry fired continuous illumination, despite the fact that
their compound was being hit with enemy mortar and rocket fire.

(Photo showing UH-1 coming in, photo of airstrip from a
surrounding mountain, and the BTOC bunker with twin antennas
showing.)

When the fighting ebbed and the first light of day peeked
over the Jjagged mountains to the east of the desolate
firebase, the bodies of 18 sappers, clad only in loin cloths,
were found. Ten of the enemy died inside the perimeter while
the rest were outside. It was the first serious test of the
defenses of the Kham Duc airstrip and it forced the men to
perform their daily tasks beneath a heavier cloud of anxiety.
The August days and nights passed slowly. The men who had
dug in at Kham Duc on July 12th were no longer newcomers Or
transient travelers. They had made the remote firebase their
temporary home and each unit performed its mission well. By
the end of August the aim of the operation was achieved. The
Americal soldiers had done the Jjob.
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Page 2 RALPH
and the
ENGINEERS

BY 1LT THOMAS E. CLARY

"Ruthless" Ralph, their mascot--a small black dog---jumped
down from the truck and surveyed the scene. A dozer
started up with a raucus burst of sound. With a squeak and
a clank it began to work.

"Come on 'Ruthless', get out of the way! That dozer 'll
chew you up!"

"Cassady, get 16 out of the way!"

"Nolette, back your truck over here so we can get the
tent off!"

"Hubert help Gunter with the tent!"

The First Platoon, Charley Company, 26th Engineers
starts its last mission.

As long as the people in the First Platoon can remember,
they have been helping the Vietnamese people from the
positive side---by building. By building roads like Duc
Hai, Hai Mon, Mo Duc and HL 516, they opened the way for
resettlement.

On April 29, 1971, they began the road from Nghia Hanh
to OP (Observation Post) Warrior.

Work actually started earlier. When the mission was
handed down, the platoon leader, First Lieutenant Thomas E.
Clary of Tampa, Florida, and the platoon sergeant, Sergeant
First Class James F. Holman of Springfield, Oregon, went to
Nghia Hanh to recon the road.



Photo: Large color centerfold photo of a caterpillar
working. Caterpillar has roll cage and the following
markings, "U S ARMY 18 BDE 45GP". (Note all Army
Engineers in I Corps served under the 18th Engr Bde).
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Clary and Holman made up their operations plan and work schedule
prior to leaving for Nghia Hanh to work on the road. Then Clary was
transferred to the S-2 office at battalion level and Holman took the
platoon out himself.

When they got to Nghia Han, they began setting up their night
defensive position (NDP). In the midst of construction there was an
explosion over by the dozer. Mouse (Specialist Four Michael E. Sotak
of Akron, Ohio), the mechanic who was riding the dozer, started to
Jjump.

"Don't jump!" yelled Butch (Specialist Five Charles H. Snodgrass,
Jr., of Charleston, W. Va).

"Why?"

"Because there might be another mine."

". . .Oh."

They didn't know it, but this incident was to set a pattern.

Their NDP was alongside the MACV (Military Assistance Command,
Vietnam) compound at Nghia Hanh. The main problem was building a
position big enough to protect five 5-ton dump trucks, one dozer, one
grader and one bucket loader, without being too unwieldy for the
platoon to defend.

With the help of some of the men of Battery B, 21st Artillery
(ARVN), commanded by Captain Cam, they put together a tenable position
in two days. They called it OP Ralph, after their mascot.

They began hauling on the road early in May. From the start they
were hampered by various problems. Existing culverts and bridges broke
through; Vietnamese children scared them by running in front of the
trucks and the turn around time (time required to dump a load of fill
and return with another) was better than an hour.

Then about a week after they started on the road, it stated to rain.
This was supposed to be the dry season. They had not planned for rain.
It rained for two days straight and the Op and the road became a
quagmire.

"Everything got stuck," reported Specialist Four Raymond J.
Vandevoort of Isabella, Minn., "Trucks, dozers, everything. My bucket
loader got stuck three times in one day. We had to leave the trucks
outside the OP at night."

Finally one morning the wind had died down, but everything was a
mess. They put the OP back together as best they could. The rain kept
up and the Viet Cong used this as a cover to spring a surprise on the
First Platoon.

"I was the first night in days that it wasn't raining," mused
Specialist Four Steve Hubert of Bremerton, Wash. "We were all sitting
on top of a bunker talking. It was about 10 o'clock. Sergeant Holman
got up to go to bed. He looked outside the perimeter and said, "OK
Charley, I'm tired tonight. I want no trouble'. Not five minutes
later,
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mortar rounds started coming in."

"At first we just stayed under cover, but we could see the mortar
tube flashes. We opened up with the .50-caliber machine gun and they
stopped
firing."

Then "Ruthless" Ralph, the platoon mascot, on patrol in the wire,
tripped a flare. 1In the light they could see his shape hastily
retreating. An hour later a Rocket Propelled Grenade (RPG) just missed
a truck and hit the protective berm.

In the morning they discovered that nothing was damaged an no one
was hurt but there were footprints in the wire.

Eating had become a problem. Sometimes they ate with the MACV

personnel, but MACV was short of rations. C-Rations were just becoming
unbearable. Chicken sounded real good. So they bought a rooster. But
they made a mistake. They named him Sue. Now who could kill a rooster
named Sue?

"Sue was cool," said Specialist Four Dean G. Cassady of Socorro,
N.M. "it was all he could do to keep Ralph from catching him. One day
we drove to Chu Lai to pick up some rock. We didn't know it, but Sue
rode all the way to Chu Lai and back on a rod underneath the truck. I

raised the dump and there he was."

It began to rain again and work slowed down, but the road was nearly
finished. The people were already beginning to use it. From all the
signs the Vietnamese people wanted this road.

There was not one mine or boobytrap incident on the road despite the
fact that this area was notorious for its mine warfare. But even
though the people may have wanted this road, the VC still wanted to
disrupt operations.






Two large color photos on the top of the page. (1) Soldier is
refueling a truck from a MOGAS truck. Refueling truck has "US ARMY
MOGAS NO SMOKING WITHIN 50FT" stenciled on it. (2) Soldier is
bulldozing in heavy foliage.
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On the night of June 1, Holman was awakened by the sound of an
explosion, "It sounded like a freight train; then nothing." "We
didn't know what it was, but something had gone flipping over the OP,"
reported Holman. "We were really alert the rest of the night. 1In the
morning when we checked it out, we found two fired 122mm rockets just
on the east side of the OP. We those in place. Then on the west of
the OP, we found the rice paddies torn up and four more rockets just
short of our OP."

As they neared completion of the road, most of the effort was
directed toward repairing the bridge across the Song Phouc Giang and
upgrading the road. The bridge had been of reinforced concrete
construction and the VC had blown out both ends---leaving the center
spans intact. Light Tactical Raft (LTR) treadways had been used to
bridge the gaps from the bank to the ends of the bridge.

But the LR parts were not supported well and only very light

vehicles could pass over the bridge. Piles were driven and the LTR
treadways were secured to the poles. It was wet, muddy work. More
than one man received creosote burns from the pikes. The bridge was

now a class 12 bridge, able to pass a loaded 2 1/2 ton truck.

The first platoon rolled into the third week of June. The road was
almost finished. They began to get sniped at, but with poor aim. It
rained again. Sue disappeared. They received word that because of
personnel shortages in the 26th Engineer Battalion and a shrinking area
of operations, Charley Company was being disbanded and first platoon

would be no more. Then Ralph disappeared.
The sniping was still sporadic, but they found a friend in an
ancient Vietnamese woman. She would help to keep the children away

from the job site and would take a shovel from one of the men to "show
him how to dig right".

When the First Platoon, Charley Company, 26th Engineer Battalion
left Nghia Hanh on June 21, 1971, they gave their fortifications and
bunkers to the people in the area. They also gave them a road six
kilometers long in 25 working days. They placed over 440 feet of
culvert, upgraded 150 feet of bridge, and hauled over 3,000 cubic yards
of fill nd rock with out the loss of life.

They did a job typical of the men of the 26th Engineer Battalion,
23rd Infantry Division (Americal). They did their job through rain,
mud, sniper fire and mortar fire in an effort to help the Vietnamese
people in the way the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers had been doing all
along ---by building.
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Three photos. Photo credit: McGillen.

lst Color Photo shows bare chested man operating a caterpillar with
enclosed roll bar cage. Painted in white on the side of the cage is
"WELFARE CADILLAC". 18BDE45GP 39E?7?7? (This may have been a 39th
Engineer vehicle?).

2nd Color Photo - Combat Engineer Vehicle? Looks like a tank with a

blade mounted on the front. The gun may be a 165mm cannon used by the
engineers to blast obstacles.

3rd Color Photo. Barechested man operating a dozer with men sitting
on an ACAV in the background.
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COMBAT ART
By SPE4 JAMES M RICHARDSON

Painting 1 - Armored column of ACAVs being lead by a Sheridan tank.
Painting 2 - helicopter taking off leaving men in rice paddy. Nose art
does not look familiar for a 123rd or 14th Avn helicopter.

Page 21
More Combat Art.

Painting 1 - Soldiers dressed and ready for combat.
Painting 2 - 175mm cannon being fired.

Painting 3 - 26th Engr bulldozer being driven with two
other soldiers riding shotgun.
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Color drawing of Batman by Richardson saying "NO MORE SUPER-VILLAINS
FOR ME!... FROM NOW ON I'M FIGHTING SOCIAL PROBLEMS

When you go to the PX do you snoop around the magazine racks waiting
for the most inconspicuous moment to grab your favorite comic book?
Are you embarrassed that you wait until no one is looking before you
take 1it?

Be at ease. There's nothing to be ashamed of everybody reads comic
books. The exchanges and book stores sell thousands monthly and many
more books reach service men through subscriptions.

Not long ago, reading a comic book indicated a simple mind. But
times have changed, and now comics have taken a place of respect beside
jazz as an art form, purely American in origin. Comics are read by
businessmen, soldiers, educators, and some pretty bright kids.

Comics owe their origin to the military. Thirty-five years ago.
Nazi Germany provided the inspiration for the world's most famous
character. Superman was part of some other planet's "master race" and,
ironically, fought the forces responsible for his creation throughout
the war.

The real threats kind of died in the fifties. The absence of a
monumental national emergency meant the end for many superheroes.

Those few that remained on the stands were relegated to fighting
imaginary space monsters.

Perhaps it was the monotony of Superman and his colleagues that
drove Stan Lee, Editor-in-Chief of Marvel Comics (rival of Superman's
publishers, National), to write stories on heros that were less-than-
super.
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The Fantastic Four's success cultivated a whole new breed of super-
anti-heros: the Hulk, a Jeckle-Hyde type hero who can't control the
change between his human self and his Hulkself; Daredevil, unlike your
everyday superhero, Daredevil is blind; and Iron Man, an industrialist
playboy that gets his kicks by running around in a super-armor suit.
Marvel heros are among the most popular in the Americal.

"Let's face 1it, there aren't any real Supermen," reveals Dave
McAllister, "So when you read about one, the more realistic he acts,
the more you can identify with him. And that's how comics entertain.

As mentioned before, though everybody reads comics, most guys don't
like to admit it. But when they do, interesting discussions often
develop. LT Peter Mandle, A Company, 26th Engineers, recently broke up
a fight between to members of his platoon.

"I was worried until I found out what it was all about," said the
seasoned leader. "These guys were arguing over who was stronger, Hulk
or the Thing."

Out on the fire bases, comic books provide an offbeat break in the
usual chain of skin books that float between the bunks.

"The comics of today are almost as good as newspapers for letting
you in on trends back home," says PFC Jake Baldwin, A Battery, 3/18
Arty, "They have stories on the cities, pollution and every other
relevant topic. They take a mature look at these situations and raise
interesting questions."

One problem organic to the field troops and support troops alike is
comic book supply. Try as they do, the PX often can't avoid missing
one or two issues of the magazines. Since stories are usually
serialized through several issues, Americal soldiers are often in the
dark for months on the fate of their hero.

We now present an up-to-date checklist of heros and their current
situation. Troops who have missed the past few issues can catch up and
some folks that haven't been reading comics can decide just what books
they'd like to start reading.

THE HULK: A gamma ray bomb explosion turned scientist Bruce Banner into
the Hulk. The Hulk is huge, strong like an ox, smart like an ox. He
(Banner) also has an ugly girlfriend. He just underwent an operation
that would keep him from being the Hulk forever, However, the
operation was such a success that his girlfriend fell in love with the
doctor. A dejected Banner exposed himself to more G-rays to change
himself back into the Hulk.

SPIDERMAN: Spidey (Peter Parker loves Gwen. Gwen loves Parker, but she
hates Spiderman, who gained his powers by getting bit by a radioactive
Arachnid (How else?) is now battling the Green Goblin, his best
friend's father.

SUBMARINER: Submariner, alias Prince Namor of Atlantis, is loved under
the sea but hated above. The product of a union between an Atlantean

Princess and a horny sea captain, Namor has begun a quest for his Dad,
believed to be residing in some retired folks home in Anaheim.

THOR: Thor, the Thundergod, battles all the mythological villains that
tare trying to do the earth in. Does he succeed? Well, we're still
here aren't we?
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CAPTAIN AMERICA: The oldest of Marvel heroes who was in suspended
animation for 20 years and hasn't aged since the '40's. Cap is now
teamed up with the Falcon trying to keep his A.O. uptight.

SUPERMAN: Superman isn't hurt by Kryptonite anymore. Instead his
alter-ego, created during the experiment that neutralized Kryptonite,
keeps chasing him around. Supie is serious now, no more Bizzaro, or
Mr. MXTPLYK, but he still digs Lois.

GREEN LANTERN: Hand Green Arrow are touring the country easy-rider
style, finding relevance at every step. Each issue covers some
headline topic with Arrow and Lantern riding thoughtful into the sunset
after an inevitable victory.

SGT FURY and SGT ROCK: WWII lives on in the pages of these two books,
SGT Rock is in Africa, and Fury is in Italy helping Patton.

SILVER SURFER: Another of the "misunderstood superheros" (like
Submariner). The Surfer's realm is the universe. However, he has been
"imprisoned" on Earth for eternity, extolling the imperfection of man
as he rides around on his airboard.

DAREDEVIL: In keeping with the tradition of secret identities with
alliteration, Matt Murdock is the blind assistant D.A. of New York City
by day and "the Man Without Fear" at night. His girlfriend knows his
secret identity, but can't decide whether she loves him or just feels
sorry for his handicap.

By 1LT Fred G. VIGEANT



Page 39

Ten frames of color drawings of comic characters credit: Richardson
Courtesy of Marvel and D.C. Comics

frame 1: Submariner is leaving the city of Atlantis and says, "TAKE
BACK YOUR CROWN---YOUR ROYAL TRIDENT...I'LL BE PRINCE OF ATLANTIS NO
MORE!"

frame 2: Captain America hits a tough looking character with his shield
making a "BRAK!" sound.

frame 3: HULK looks at us and says, "HULK HEAR SOUND OF GUNS". "HULK
NOT LIKE WHAT HE HEAR." "HULK WILL DESTROY."

frame 4: The Green Lantern looks back as his ring power has an effect
on an object in the sky and says, "THE RING WORKS...JUST IN THE NICK OF
TIME!"

frame 5: Spiderman says nothing as he swings by the outside of a
building high above the city's smaller skyscrapers.

frame 6: SGT Rock and SGT Fury are in this frame together. SGT Fury is
firing away with a machine-gun "THAKKA!, THAKKA!, THAKKA!" as SGT Rock
says, "MY NAME IS ROCK ,,,I'M WITH EASY CO. Sgt Rock has the trademark
steel pot with his SGT stripes on the front and the cigarette.

frame 7: Daredevil is thinking, "YOUR NAME IS MATT MURDOCK, AND YOU'RE
A BLIND MAN.... BUT YOU'RE BLIND IN A VERY SPECIAL WAY." "YOU DON'T
SEE YOURSELF FOR WHAT YOU ARE...AND BECAUSE YOU DON'T YOU BLAME
YOURSELF...FOR BEING HONEST TO YOUR IDEALS.

frame 8: Silver Surfer is air-boarding away from a large character with
a swastika in the background.

frame 9: Superman is thinking, "I HAVE TO DO IT....BECAUSE I AM WHAT I
AM " ,
as he leaps across town.

frame 10: Thor says, " I AM THOR... GOD OF THUNDER! I BOW TO NO
MAN!"™.....
"I'LL HEAR NOT MORE! MY HAMMER ACHES FOR VENGEANCE."



Article from Army Reporter - 06Jan6c9-Photo Caption -
SPEC. 4 JAMES ROSE assigned to the Americal's 1lst Bn., 1st
Cav. cautiously searches a hootch during a recent action
north of Quang Ngai City.

Sweepers dust road for mines

CHU L1AI - Under cover of darkness, two Viet Cong move
silently from the rice paddies to Highway 1 a few miles north of Duc Pho.
Hurriedly, for there is danger of discovery by South Vietnamese Popular
Forces, they dig a hole in the road.

Into the hole the VC place a 105mm artillery round. Attached to it is
a homemade bamboo pressure firing device. Throwing dirt over their work,
the VC take time only to obliterate traces of their digging, then quickly
vanish again into the fields.

The 105mm round has become a field expedient land mine. The weight of
a passing vehicle will cause two metal leads in the bamboo firing device
to make contact, blowing the mine. This mine will not accomplish its
mission, destruction of US personnel and equipment. Its failure,

however, will not be the fault of the Viet Cong who planted it. An 11lth
Brigade mine sweep team will discover and demolish it.

Elements of the 26th Engineer Bn. and the 39th Engineer Bn. a are
jointly responsible for clearing Highway 1 of mines from LZ Bronco to LZ
Snoopy, one of the most frequently mined areas. In order to insure
maximum safety from land mines and obtain the greatest usage of Highway
1, every possible effort is made to have the road cleared by 10 AM daily.
Company "C", 26th Engineers clears the access road from LZ Bronco and the
portion of Highway 1 within Duc Pho, while the 39th Engineers sweep from
LZ Snoopy south.

The Viet Cong use two main types of firing devices, both homemade

form bamboo. One is designed for the horizontal emplacement covering a
14 inch wide section of the road. A curved strip of thin bamboo with a
lead wire is attached to a flat strip by rubber bands. Pressure on the

dirt above the device will cause the curved strip to break free of the
rubber bands, allowing the wire leads to make contact.

The second main firing device employed by Charlie is of the horizontal
plunger variety. A bamboo rod 30 inches in length, carrying a wire lead,
is inserted part way, into a tube holding a contact wire at the bottom.
Wedges placed between the plunger and the tube impede the plunger's
movement so that pressure must be applied repeatedly to it to drive it to
the bottom, making contact with the base wire. The final pressure
required to set off the device depends upon the remaining distance
between the two wires.

The end result of a vehicle passing over these firing devices is the
same in either case: a sudden devastating explosion, capable of sending a
2 1/2 ton truck 120 feet through the air, if the charge is strong enough.



Article from “Army Reporter” 13Jan69-Americal soldiers honored

CHU ILAI- A Bronze Star, Air medal, and four Army
Commendation medals were presented to members of the Americal
Division's 26th Engineer Battalion at a recent awards
ceremony commemorating the first anniversary of the unit's
activation in Vietnam.

The awards were presented by Lt. Col. Matthew W. Hoey,
battalion commander.

The Bronze Star and Air medal (1lst Award) were presented
to Capt. John H. Grubbs. The Army Commendation medal for
valor was awarded to Spec. 5 Albert L. Loudenslager and Spec.
4 James S. Blake, Capt. Martin Vinson and Pfc. Raymond C.
Benot, and received the Army Commendation medal.

The men of the 26th Engr. Bn. are responsible for
construction of many of the fire support bases in conjunction
with infantry operations throughout the Americal Division
area of operation. Bridge construction and mine sweeps are
another all-important activity carried on by the engineers in
facilitating movement in this war of mobility.



Article from the “Army Reporter” 27Jan69-Americal chases N. Viets

TAM KY- Inching forward through thickly tangled undergrowth, beneath
triple canopy Jjungle and along steep mountain slopes, infantrymen of the
196th Infantry Brigade have scored decisive victories over quickly
retreating elements of the 2nd NVA Division, 25 miles west of here.

Starting the third week of a new operation called Fayette Canyon, the
three battalions had killed 249 enemy and captured 21 individual weapons
and nearly 8,000 rounds of small arms ammunition.

"The Fayette Canyon operation is designed to drive enemy forces from a
base camp area which he has been able to use for many months because of
the rugged, almost inaccessible terrain," said Col. Frederick J. Kroesen
Jr., brigade commander.

"To date, in addition to making contact with major elements of NVA
forces, we have discovered and subsequently destroyed four large bunker
complexes, two hospital areas and in general have driven the enemy from a
long used mountain haven," he said.

The operation began after intelligence reports indicated an estimated
1,000 NVA were securing a hospital complex and supply depots atop hill
953.

The estimated total number of NVA was probably bolstered by enemy that
escaped northward during the week long battle for Nui Chom Mountain in
the middle of November.

The enemy had lost at least 65 men in that encounter with elements
from the 4th Bn., 31st Inf.

B-52 bombers pounded hill 953 the night before the operation began.
At dawn elements of the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., began the arduous trek up the
eastern and southern slopes of the mountain.

Initial contact came early on the fourth day of the operation when
elements of Co. B, led by Capt. John R. Malpass spotted what he thought
was about 40 NVA with packs and weapons moving along the steep cliff of a
lower ridgeline.

"As we watched, they just kept coming and coming until there must have
been close to a hundred of them," said Malpass.

"Companies A and C blocked ridgelines to the north and west, while Co.
B swept into a base camp of 75 bunkers. The encountered sporadic fire
from defending NVA who were making a last ditch effort.

Search elements on the fifth and sixth days discovered dozens of fresh
graves - a mute testimony to the effectiveness of the big bombers."

One enemy soldier ran away from Co. B elements and fled directly int o
Co. A position. He prudently shouted "Chieu Hoi." He told them that the
NVA column they had engaged on the fourth day of action had been the rear
element of a 400-man main force moving toward Hoi An.

On the same day Co. C reported a second base camp approximately 1,000
meters west of the first camp.

This more elaborate enemy fortress included 80 bunkers. A large
hospital surgical ward, two recovery wards, kitchens, and mess and rest
areas made up the complex.

It's hard to say how long ago the camp was built," said Capt. Charles
A. Slaybaugh, "but we figure it was built at least six years ago, and
possibly it dates back to World War III days.

Later Co. A found a printing shop, complete with a 400-pound press and
a propaganda leaflet set in type.

Demolition men from the 26th Engineers began destroying the enemy
bunkers with help from the infantrymen. More than 3,000 pounds of TNT
and 1,000 pounds of C-4 destroyed the NVA's well camouflaged camp.



Article from “Army Reporter”
17Feb69-Engineers pluck pilot from water

CHU ILAI - It was the Americal Division engineers instead
of the cavalry that came to the rescue recently when Air
Force F-100 pilot and his plane ditched in the South China
Sea off Chu Lai.

The 26th Engineer Battalion's command and control
helicopter spotted the Air Force pilot after he had abandoned
his aircraft and was parachuting into the sea.

The helicopter pilot, WO John R. Elwell a pilot with the
123rd Aviation Bn., (1lst flt plt A/123rd Avn Bn) hovered over
the downed pilot until Lt. Col. Matthew W. Hoey, commanding
officer of the engineer battalion, and Spec. 5 Richard D.
Melcher, a crew chief in the helicopter, managed to get the
pilot into the helicopter.

"I heard the distress call and decided to see if I could
help," Elwell said. "I sighted the pilot as he was
parachuting down. I then went down close to the water and
waited for the pilot's splashdown," he added.

"Elwell did an outstanding job," Hoey said. At one point,
the helicopter pilot deliberately put his ship's left skid
into the water and held it there while LTC Hoey climbed out
on the skid to get a better grip on the jet pilot, who was
encumbered by his flight gear.

According to Hoey, the Air Force pilot landed
approximately two miles out in the harbor and the plane when
in approximately one-quarter of a mile from the Lai beach.

"We didn't se the plane go in, but we could see the oil
slick where it went in," the colonel said.

An investigation to determine the reason for the crash is
being conducted.

The Air Force pilot was flown to the 312th Evacuation
Hospital where he was treated and released.



Article from Army Reporter Newspaper
24Feb69-Rush road project finished in 3 days

CHU LAT - When U.S. Army combat engineers, artillerymen, infantrymen
and cavalry join forces on an operation their mission is almost sure to
be accomplished, regardless of the obstacles they face.

Soldiers of the Americal Division proved this recently when they were
called on to beef up the fire power of the Tra Bong CIDG camp.

In order to do this, it was necessary to construct a road across 17
miles of terrain that included rice paddies, mine fields, enemy snipers

and possible ambushes, streams and Jjungle. Vehicles weighing up to 58
tons were to be moved along the road, which previously had been only a
footpath.

The task was accomplished in just three days.

On the day when the operation began, two construction and mine sweep
teams left Binh Son and Tra Bong and began to work towards each other.
Security for the two teams was provided by one platoon of the 198th
Infantry Brigade's 1st Bn., 6th Inf. and one platoon of the brigade's 1lst
Bn., 52nd Inf.

On the previous day two 23,000 pound bulldozers, four 3/4-ton dump
trucks, one 1/4-ton truck and a front end loader had been airlifted into
the CIDG camp along with personnel from B Co., 26th Engineer Bn. to begin
construction from that end.

Problems were numerous during the operation. Eight mines were
discovered along the trail and destroyed on the first day. A bulldozer
broke down. Enemy snipers directed harassing fire at the teams. It
rained. Rickety foot bridges had to be replaced by dry span bridges
which could accommodate heavy tracked vehicles. But the Americal
soldiers pressed on.

Two minefields were known to exist along the route, both dating back
to the French occupation. The mine sweep teams covered every foot of the
route with their mine detectors before the heavy construction vehicles
came along.

The giant 58 ton combat engineer vehicles rumbled along, widening the
road, knocking over obstacles, filling trenches, and at times firing
their 165mm cannons on suspected enemy positions.

Big artillery pieces, both self-propelled and towed, from Battery A,

3rd Bn., 18th Art., and armored personnel carriers from Troop H, 17th Cav
crept along behind the team from Binh Son. At night they set up a
defensive position together. The engineers pulled guard right along with

the more conventional combat soldiers.

It was a strange group of bedfellows that rolled into the camp when
the road was completed. Artillerymen, infantrymen, cavalrymen and
engineers all had their heads held high. They all had done their parts
to accomplish a big mission.



Article from Army Reporter newspaper
07Apr69-Vietnam Communique March 17 to March 23

Offensive moves into 4th week

Americal Div

Americal Division soldiers encountered generally light and
scattered fighting during the week.

Men of the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. fought off a sharp attack
against a landing zone 19 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky
March 19, killing eight enemy soldiers and detaining one
other after fierce hand-to-hand fighting.

On March 2, an Air Force forward air controller (FAC) was
flying over an area about seven miles west-northwest of Quang
Ngai City when he spotted some 60 VC in the open. The FAC
called in artillery fire form the 1lst Bn., 14th Arty., which
resulted in 15 Viet Cong killed.

In an action March 21, the crew of the command and control
helicopter (A/123rd CAB) of the 26th Engineer Bn. engaged 12
enemy six miles southeast of Tam Ky and killed eight.




Article from Army Reporter newspaper.

8 December 1969 - Vietnam communiqué - November 17-23

Americal Div - Gunships of D Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cav., Americal Division
and a combat-assaulted reconnaissance platoon of Co. E, 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. killed
six enemy and detained two in a 30-minute fire fight 10 miles northwest of
Quang Ngai City on Nov. 23.

Four enemy soldiers were killed on Nov. 17 by elements of the 1st Bn.,
46th Inf. in a battle with an unknown-sized enemy force in the flatlands nine
miles southwest of Tam Ky.

A day later, gunships of the 123rd Aviation Bn. clashed with a VC
force, killing 10.

Elsewhere, seven VC were killed by Btry. A, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty. seven
miles north of Tam Ky, and four enemy soldiers were killed by men of Co. A,
2nd Bn.,, 1st Inf. in a brief skirmish 15 miles north of Tam Ky.

Meanwhile, gunships of F Troop, 17th Air Cav. engaged a small party
of VC riflemen 16 miles north of Tam Ky and killed four.

Fifteen miles northwest of Tam Ky almost 20,000 pounds of
unpolished rice was found hidden in an abandoned hootch complex by
infantrymen of Co. A, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf., the same day.

On Nov. 22, soldiers of Co. B, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf. fought an enemy force
in the hills 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky, killing six.

A large enemy base camp containing 65 hootches, 31 individual
tighting position, two reinforced bunkers and a fighting trench which led to a
100-yard long escape tunnel was found and destroyed by men of Co. B, 26th
Engrs., 11 miles south of Chu Lai on Nov. 21.




Article from Army Reporter newspaper

22 December 1969 - Dozers plow under NV A supply route

LZ STINSON - From the ground it is almost impossible to comprehend the size
of the massive land clearing operation.

It takes a six-minute helicopter ride over the area to really bring home
just how much the powerful D7 bulldozers have changed the landscape along
the banks of the Song Tra Khuc west of Qunag Ngai City.

The river, which marks the lower boundary of the Americal Division's
198th Inf. Bde. operational zone, serves as an important transportation route as it
snakes its way deep into the mountainous jungles of South Vietnam. The brush
covered foot trails along its banks have long served as a route for North
Vietnamese supplies coming through these mountains.

"The trails, leading from one bamboo patch to the next, were covered
enough so that it was difficult to detect them from the air, and the numerous
bunkers in the area offered reasonable security from artillery and air strikes,"
said team leader Sfc. Percy L. Gardner of Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn., which along with
an engineer platoon from the 6th ARVN Regiment is manning the project.

"What we are doing is just clearing everything from the river-bank
inward for a thousand yards," said Gardner.

The grinding advance along the river has done more than make the
area unsuitable for a future supply route. As the heavy machines uncover enemy
tunnels, the number of enemy supply and rice caches continues to rise. More
than 16,000 tons of rice have been found as the retreating Communists are
pushed farther back into the mountain.

Predictably, the project isn't very popular with the enemy, and a
company of riflemen from the 198th Bde.'s 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. form a security
perimeter around the engineers while they work.

Although enemy contact has been light, the steel helmets and flak
jackets of the equipment drivers serve as constant reminder of another danger:
booby traps.

"We just take it for granted that every well is booby trapped, and check
each one carefully. If it is, we never mess with trying to disarm it; our motto is to
just blow it in place," explained Gardner.

With the project running about a month ahead of schedule and the resupply
situation described as "really great" the engineers plan to just keep pushing on.

After the tunnels, bunkers and other enemy cover is destroyed, the
Vietnamese farmers will be able to move back into he fertile area along the
riverbank from which many of them were driven in the past years by VC
harassment.



Article from Army Reporter Newspaper
24May71- Photo Caption Page 3

SIMILAR ROOFING HELP is supplied by the men of the 26th Engineer Bn.,
23rd Infantry Division as this trooper adds a roof to the Van Coi Orphanage near
Chu Lai.



Article from Army Reporter Newspaper
31May71- Photo Caption Page 3

REALLY DIGGIN THEIR JOBS are these men of Co. C, 26th Engr. Bn., 23rd
Infantry Division, as they dig a new bunker for men of the 11th Inf. Bde.



Article from Army Reporter Newspaper
02Nov70- Viet engrs open road Page 1

LZ HAWK HILL - ARVN engineers have reopened the only road which
connects
the coastal areas from Highway 1 with Hiep Duc, a village area located in
the mountainous terrain west of Tam Ky.

No convoys had used the thoroughfare since November 1969, when a resupply
convoy last rolled into Hiep Duc loaded with foodstuffs for the villagers.

These villagers have remained under the security of a control-fire zone in
the 196th Inf. Bde., Americal Division's area of operations.

The 2nd ARVN Engineers, working out of Tam Ky, repaired an approximate
eight-mile section of the road which enters the village of Hiep Duc and
its surrounding hamlets. Marine engineers of the 1st Division had maintained
eastern portions of the road, which originates at Da Nang.

"ARVN engineers swept the area for mines, installed culverts and graded
the road with minimal assistance from our advisory team," said Capt. Aaron D.
Evans, commander of Co. A, 26th Engr. Bn., here. "It showed them what they'll
have to do when we pull out."

"The ARVN engineers impressed me," added Platoon Sgt. Cecil Collins, Co. A,
26th Engr. Bn. "In a two-hour period one afternoon, they finished construction
on three 20-foot-long culverts. That's optimum efficiency in my book."

ARVN infantrymen supplied and coordinated security for their own engineers
and the American advisers throughout the eight-mile operation. "It gave me
confidence to know the PFs (Popular Forces) were out there," said Collins.

"And they always were. When one company of PFs reached the border of their
A.O. (area of operations), another company would immediately pick us up."

The projected three-day allied operation was finished successfully in two
days, allowing a small ARVN convoy to reach the Hiep Duc people with
foodstuffs
a day early.

Enemy resistance during the road repairing involved only one estimated
12-pound mine, which ARVN engineers detected and blew in place. No fire
fights occurred, thanks to tight security precautions.



Article from Army Reporter
23Nov70-South of Quang Ngai Page 1
Monsoon's floods endanger outpost

NGHIA HANH - Engineers and aviators of the 23rd Infantry Division teamed
up with MACV advisory personnel to bring needed supplies to a flood
surrounded
outpost five miles south of Quang Ngai early this month.

They evacuated Montagnard families from their isolated positions to feed
and shelter them at the district headquarters on higher ground, using the
flood that caused the problem as the avenue of approach to the stranded
families.

The Phuoc Giang River rose during the night after torrential rains. The
mountains ringning the "rice bowl" west of Nghia Hanh District headquarters
shook off the rain and the water began its flooding run to the sea, 10 miles
away.

Normally, the river runs through Nghia Hanh in one large channel, but
because of the heavy rains, the Phuoc Giang left its banks far upstream. It
covered miles of rice fields and villages, sweeping away many of the bamboo,
straw and mud homes of the rice bowl farmers.

The small Montagnard outpost near An Phuoc hamlet was surrounded by deep
water. The wives and children of the strongpoint's defenders huddled
together atop bunkers and fortifications. They had climbed above the
protective cover, leaving them exposed to the elements - and any Viet Cong
in the area.

Enemy attacks on the small outpost are frequent, but the hardy Montagnard
tribesmen fend off the Vite Cong. Their families in the bunkers inspire them
to hold their position, but with the floods, their families had no protection
if the Viet Cong should strike.

The high water kept the soldier's families trapped, unable to reach a
nearby village where they might find food and shelter.

The flooded resupply road that parallels the road was impassable. Men of
the 26th Engr. Bn. gathered their gear together and left a field position near
the mouth of the Tra Khuc River to the west.

They were to be airlifted by the 176th Assault Helicopter Co.

"We got the word that it was a tactical emergency, which is a voluntary
mission," said Lt. Joseph C. Gross, aircraft commander of one of the two
ships on the mission. "To get to the engineers, we had to hover down Highway
1 at about 30 knots air speed. Visibility was about a mile, but the ceiling
was only about 200 feet."

In spite of the adverse conditions, they reached the engineer compound by
the sea.

Once their ship was loaded with engineers and their equipment, Gross and
the pilot, Lt. Clifford Brock, turned their ship toward Nghia Hanh District




headquarters, where they and another ship unloaded the engineers, equipment
and 1,000 pounds of rice. The pilots carefully set their aircraft down on
the submerged helipad at the headquarters compound.

"There were four or five inches of water on the chopper pad where we
landed. It was the only place we could land around there," said Sgt. Jerry
Furlong of Co. E, 26th Engr. Bn.

The engineers transferred their equipment to a truck and moved out toward
the bank of the river. "We rolled as far as we could, then inflated and
launched our boat," said Furlong.

The party of five engineers then began their hour-long fight agains the
strong current. Spec. 4 John W. Watkins and Pfc. Wells J. Caster helped
maneuver the small craft as Capt. Mark E. Bacon kept track of the party's
position.

The banks of the 40-foot-wide river. screened by thick trees and brush,
made flank security a problem. Large trees and clumps of bamboo overhung
the river in some places. "It's a spooky place to be," said Spec. 4 Gary
M. Suits.

The engineers beached their craft at the outpost and began unloading
bread to give the defenders something to eat immediately, then returned
downstream for anotherload. Toward later afternoon, they prepared to
evacuate the dependents to the district headquarters compound.

By that time, the helicopters were running low on fuel, and night was
falling quickly in the shadow of the mountains. Because of the time,
the pilots decided not to make the refueling run and safely evacuated the
80 dependents in just three trips.

The engineeres and dependents remained at the headquarters compound until
the waterreceded three days later. During the first night, the Americans
passed out food and blankets to the women and children.

Many of the soldiers of MACV Team 17 slept without blankets so the
Montagnard families could have them.



Article from the “ Army Reporter”



28Dec70 No place like home Page 2

FSB BRONCO - For the Vietnamese family rendered homeless in the midst
of the war and forced to take refuge in secure villages such as Duc Pho in
the 11th Inf. Bde.'s AO, regaining a normal, productive existence is often
a difficult procedure.

Until another home is established, one of the greatest obstacles the
head of the household has to overcome is finding employment adequate to feed
and clothe himself and his family.

Representing a last hope for many of the hungry and homeless is Mr. Duong,
pastor of the Duc Pho Protestant Church. Duong and his church offer a helping
hand to victims of war at every opportunity.

"When we learn of a dislocated family," he says, "we first try to learn
exactly what is needed: employment, food, housing, etc. When the need is
established, we then work to supply these necessities.

'We receive assistance from many sources," says Rev. Duong, "especially from
the chaplains of the 11th Brigade and from many others who are not connected
with the chaplain's offices. Men of the 26th Engineers built our well, and
others of the 11th chaplains' offices, with money or needed supplies.

In addition to the 90 dislocated families in his congregation Duong also
feeds, clothes and supervises the education of 80 persons of various ages.

These children live at the orphanage until such time as they are able to care
for themselves. The church is often able to help an orphan find employment
upon leaving.

There are no free meal tickets or easy jobs with guarantees attache, but
for the family which has lost its home, or the orphan who has lost everything,
the Duc Pho Protestant Church does offer a chance to work for a secure new
life.



Article from Army Times Newspaper
08Mar71 Regulars help village self-sufficiency Page 3
LZ DOTTIE - Three villages in the 23rd Infantry Division's 198th Inf. Bde.

area have come the full cycle in the pacification program. No longer do the
three villages require American assistance for security and aid and now all
three are described as self-sufficient.

The entire three-square-mile area, about five miles northeast of Quang
Ngai City, is a model example of success in the allied pacification effort.

The once Viet Cong-infested area now resembles a flourishing farm area, and
the smiles of a happy people have returned after a long absence.

Infantrymen of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf., played a major role in the
pacification of Van Thien, An Thien and Giem Diem. The Regulars provided
security for the people, most of them refugees forced away from their land,
and helped the villagers get back on their feet.

It has been less than a year since the creation of Van Thien, the first
hamlet of the three, and the results of that beginning can serve as an
example for efforts of the future. The atmosphere for pacification was good
and the village of An Thien sprang into existence almost immediately. The
refugees involved were ready and now the villages needed the proper indigenous
personnel to insure success.

A Revolutionary Development Cadre (RDC) team and a People's Self-Defense
Force (PSDF) were formed as the inhabitants went about the chore of building
their new homes and putting the area under cultivation.

The main task, however, was to insure that inhabitants were provided with
security. The Regulars were on hand to see that the proper protection was
provided, but the ultimate goal of the program would have villagers self-
supported, economically as well as militarily.

This goal has been reached with even greater efficiency than had been hoped.
In fact, things went so smoothly that still another village, Giem Dien, was
created in the same area, and now the three support nearly 5,000 people.

"There are so many factors involved in the success of this program that it
is hard to say which helped the most," said Lt. Ron J. Johnson, brigade civil
affairs officer. "But you have to say that the people themselves worked hard
and were eager to make this effort a success."

In conjunction with providing security, the soldiers were involved in a
program of training the local forces, both Popular and Regional, to assume full
responsibility for their own security. The basis of this training program
centered around combined U.S. and ARVN patrols and ambushes. This, in turn
was complemented by informal instruction in basic military subjects.

Supplementing these activities, the Regulars also implemented a civic
action program which involved conducting regular Medcaps, and assisting the
people with their ......... ?..publishing error?....

"We feel that our greatest responsibility in the pacification effort is the
personal example set by the men of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. in preparing the
local forces to provide security for themselves," said Lt. Daniel J.

Boccolucdi, civil affairs officer of the battalion. "Their devotion to the
program allowed us to complete the job in record time."

Combined military operations in the area were not the only factors in
insuring a pacification success. The 59th Land Clearing Co. and Bravo Co.,
26th Engineers, also helped to make the area safe. The two units have been
involved in a massive land clearing project that has destroyed endless
enemy sanctuaries on the Batangan Peninsula. The villagers also formed a
common bond among themselves, and could not be intimidated by the Viet Cong.

"The people were ready to take care of their own lives," said Boccolucci.
"They are self-sufficient now, and they deserve it after all the work."
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requires skill

QUANG NGAI--The 300-foot Quang Ngai bridge was damaged by a floating
mine;
and to the rescue came the men of Co. E, 26th Engr. Bn., Co. B, 39th Engr. Bn,,
and the 137th Light Equipment Co. Their job was to assess the damage and to
make the necessary repairs.

To accomplish the bridge reinforcement operation they used a rough terrain
crane -- riding aboard a floating support raft - to pound 24 60-foot supporting
piles into the Song Tra Khuc River bed 30 feet below.

Photo Captions:

1) A 15-man assault craft.......

2) e is prepared to be hoisted over the bridge's side to assess mine
damage.

3) Lever in hand guides the crane.......

4) ...as it pounds 60-foot supporting tiles into the river bed.

5) Progress of a support pile is checked.
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receive own OJT

CHU LAI - In the small village of An Tan near here stands the Van Coi
Catholic Orphanage. There are 225 children living there, ranging from infants
to teenagers. The buildings that housed them were small, overcrowded, archaic
and desperately in need of replacement.

Sister Yvonne, one of the nuns of the Love of Christ order working at the
orphanage, had the plans, the money and even some of the building materiels
to begin construction of a new three-story structure. What she lacked,
however, was manpower.

No progress had been made at the orphanage until a roof was put on the
temporary shelter to house the children while the old building was being razed.
The children and staff at Van Coi had done all they could do, but it looked
as if the new building, which was already contracted, would be delayed
indefinitely.

Lt. Dan Lennon, a platoon leader in the 26th Engr. Bn., became aware of the
plight while visiting the orphanage.

"I contracted the S5 officer at Division Artillery headquarters (Lt.

Michael Wolfe) and together we came up with 20 men who were ready and
willing
to remedy the situation," said Lennon.

Wolfe has worked with the Van Coi Orphanage in the past, teaching classes
there on a regular basis.

"Our work began early one morning by transplanting a sheet metal roof to the
quarters the children would use while their new home was being built, Lennon
explained.

As the 23rd Infantry Division troopers worked up above, the children
scurried about clearing the building of furniture and personal belongings.

"By midafternoon we had the building void of any evidence that 225
children had ever lived there. It was then ready for destruction,"
commented Staff Sgt. Carlos Perez, a squad leader from the 26th.

The remainder of that day and the whole of the next were spent razing
the old building.
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CHU LAI - As the men of the 26th Engr. Bn. know all too well, bridges in
the Republic of Vietnam have a tendency to fall down - with not a too subtle
assist from an obliging VC sapper.

When a bridge in the 23rd Infantry Division area of operation is blown or
damaged, it is up to the engineers to repair the destruction as quickly
as possible. Unlike Humpty Dumpty, a bridge can be put back together again
and, normally, in less than a day.

In a matter of hours after a bridge is damaged, the engineers put into
effect a plan designed to repair the damage as soon as possible. As any
engineer will vouch, less time does not mean less work. In some cases, such
as the bridge at the village of An Tan, restoration of a bridge involves a
number of operations.

The main assets for an effective engineering company are experience, skill
and muscle, with a marked emphasis on the latter. Bridge building is a series
of heave-hos, and each one adding a small but vital segment to the total
operation.

Due to its importance in the division resupply network, the An Tan bridge
had to be repaired as soon as possible. The damage involved a 75-foot span
in the center of the bridge blown by a sapper.

Because of the extensiveness of the damage, members of Bravo, Delta, and
Echo Companies were called out in a joint operation the following day to
repair the bridge. The engineers constructed a temporary double single-panel
Bailey bridge in seven hours, thereby alleviating the traffic backlog.

The panel Bailey bridge was put together piece by piece, somewhat like a
gigantic erector set, and then pushed across the destroyed span of the bridge.
As the unsupported framework slid across the blown area, a counterweight was
maintained to prevent the framework from toppling into the An Tan River 30
feet below. To maintain the delicate balance, 71 feet of leverage was kept
behind the unsupported span of bridge.

When the proper length of bridge was constructed the engineers did what
they do most: heave-ho'd the entire structure across the blown section to the
other undamaged side of the bridge. Adding wooden slats to both sides to
make a ramp, the panel bridge was ready for crossing.

Once traffic was moving again, the engineers proceeded to construct a
floating Bailey bridge with the intention of dismantling the panel bridge
to repair the mine-damaged An Tan bridge. While engineers worked on the
blown
section, traffic movement was maintained via the floating bridge.

"The objective is to get traffic moving as quickly as possible," says Lt.

Col. Harry V. Dutchyson, 26th Engr. Bn.
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LZ HAWK HILL - After seven years of waiting, the villagers of Nui Loc Son
are working again on the 15-mile link connecting their homes with Highway 1.

Since 1964, the route has remained scarred and impassable because of NVA
and VC resistance. Enemy activity is less today and construction continues.

The one-lane road begins about 30 miles south of Da Nang at Thang Binh,
where it branches from Highway 1 and extends west into the resettlement area
of Nui Loc Son. The resettlement area lies under the protection of the 196th
Inf. Bde., 23rd Infantry Division.

"some people travel the road now by Honda," said Maj. Robert H. Little, the
district senior adviser at Thang Binh, "but it's a rough trip with the
washouts, chuckholes and the bridges down. You can't go fast and such
conditions increase the possibility of ambush.

"One bridge has already been completed just outside of Thang Bien," Little
continued. "Lieutenant Colonel Nguyen Minh Dang, the district chief, is a big
influence on the project. He believes the Vietnamese should be gainfully
employed, and at the same time understands well the benefits of this project."

Little further explained that the completion of the 15-mile Thang Binh road,
also known as Highway 534, will mean new markets on Highway 1 for the
villagers
in Nui Loc Son.

All labor is being done by the local Vietnamese populace, although advisory
assistance and construction materials are being offered by Co. A, 26th Engr.
Bn., here at LZ Hawk Hill.

"WE recently completed upgrading and necessary patchwork on two other
roads
which enter Nui Loc Son," said Capt. Kenneth W. H. Chun, Co. A's commander.
"One of these two roads, Highway 535 leads all the way to Highway 1 just as
the Thang Binh road being worked on by the Vietnamese."

The 26th engineers also finished work on a second road which stretches from
Nui Loc Son to the top of LZ Center, fire base and home of 3rd Bn., 21st Inf.,
196th Inf. Bde. Previously LZ Center could only resupply by helicopter.

Spec. 4 Richard W. Kwayzer understands better than most what a road
complex
means to Nui Loc Son. As a liaison member there from the 21st Inf., he stays
in daily contact with the villagers.

"The population here were grow because of the improving of the roads,"
said Kwayzer, who served in Vietnam first as a combat medic before his
present assignment. "This area is fertile, productive an relatively secure,
which makes it attractive to many of the Vietnamese who might live in
crowded conditions along Highway 1."
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CHU LAI- Versatility. That's a quality of a good Army. It's especially a
quality of a good Army's engineers.

A group of engineers from the 23rd Infantry Division are proving just how
versatile they are, acting as ferry-boatmen in the city of Tam Ky.

Two footbridges at the junction of the Song Bach Dang and the Song Tam Ky
Rivers, have been torn down to make way for a civilian project to expand and
modernize them. The project is expected to take six to eight months.

Meanwhile the problem of crossing the rivers remains. Or it did until the
1st Platoon, Echo Company, 26th Engr. Bn., 23rd Infantry Division went into
action.

From 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., each and every day the 1st Platoon operates a Light
Tactical Raft (LTR), ferrying people form shore to shore, taking 35 to 40
minutes for the round trip.

The LTR is known in Army jargon as a "four pontoon, three-bay reinforced
raft," and is capable with slight modification, of carrying an armored
personnel carrier.

According to Sfc. James W. Haynie, "The biggest thing we've handled so far
isa 21/2 ton truck. Usually the biggest thing we handle is a jeep or a three-
quarter ton truck... We ferry about 2,000 people a day."

A four-man crew-two outboard motor operators, a man to handle the ropes
holding the craft on course and a raft commander-mans the LTR. According to
Haynie, "The men all know each of the jobs, so they switch off frequently."

Are there any problems? Well, we have a shortage of parts that's starting
to get critical, but our biggest problem is traffic control."

So, in spite of language problems, a shortage of parts, an occasional short
temper and a million and one other small problems, 1st Platoon, Echo Company,
26th Engr. Bn., 23rd Infantry Division (Americal) continues to demonstrate its
versatility across two rivers.
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09Aug71- Photo Caption Page 12
RELAXATION COMES FINALLY .. in the form of writing, reading and just
plain
sleeping for these men of Charlie Co., 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 23rd Div.

09Aug71- Photo Caption Page 12
DRESSED FOR THE OCCASION .... this dozer operator from the 26th

Engineers, 23rd Inf. Div., seems to be weathering the heat on the Minh Long
Road well.
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CHU LALI - It has taken some time, and 23rd Infantry Division officials are
quick to point out that the drug problems within that unit are not solved yet,
but in July the number in rehabilitation decreased.

This is the first time since the program was undertaken vigorously last fall
that amnesty participants outnumbered those in rehabilitation. In July, 163
soldiers took advantage of the amnesty program, bringing to 904 the total since
January 1.

That there is any progress at all, no matter how small is due to two things
according to Lt. Col. Guy E. Hoggs, Jr. A comprehensive three-pronged Drug
and
Crime Suppression Campaign within the division, and growing support of the
campaign by commanders at all levels.

Hobbs is the Deputy Chief of Staff for Special Activities; primary among his
duties is staff supervision of the Division Project Help/Drug Program.

"An ambitious education and information effort is the first phase of our
program," Hobbs explained. "The amnesty and rehabilitation of users and
offenders is next, and if all else fails, we have to rely on our enforcement
program.”

Actually, it is the combination of the three which has helped to stop the
rise of drug abuse within the division, according to Hobbs. Up to late last
year the use of heroin slowly drew even with the use of marijuana in division
statistics; in January statistics for heroin use were much higher than those
for marijuana.

In a corresponding manner, the division program was revised and revitalized.
To accomplish the first phase, staff section representatives began to
coordinate efforts through the Project Drug office. The Division Surgeon
supervised the formation of drug education and information team to conduct
classes throughout the unit and became involved in the rehabilitation program.

Joining in that phase, and ensuing phases, were other staff representatives:
the chaplain, staff judge advocate, provost marshal, adjutant general and the
information office.

"Although we indicate three phases in the effort to overcome the drug abuse
problem," Hobbs pointed out, "they are inter-related. If one phase fails, the
whole program will fail."

He admits that the amnesty program, properly administered, has been a help
to many individuals. On the other hand, he realistically reports that there
has not been 100 per cent success, as evidenced by the fact that of the 904
persons treated since January 1, about 170 soldiers have returned to the use
of drugs.



"This is where our education and rehabilitation programs must bet together,"
the colonel noted. "The individual returning to duty from the rehabilitation
program must be treated like a human, and he must be kept occupied and given
something meaningful to do.

"He must not be put on every little detail; he should be put back to work
as part of a team." This, emphasized Hobbs, is where the buddy system comes
in.

Units within the division have adopted the practice of pairing up a
"straight" with a person returning to duty from rehabilitation, and commanders
are reporting some success with the practice. "Most outstanding of our units
along this line," said the colonel, "is the 26th Engineer Battalion. Lt. Col.
Sands, the battalion commander, initiated the program in his unit several
months ago and it has worked very well."

This is somewhat of a paradox when one notes that the results of a division
survey in June of 1971 showed that most of the heroin users were introduced to
it by '...a friend." Now, division soldiers are starting to look after their
buddies and keep them straight. At the urging of unit commanders, more
people
are trying to get the users back on the right track.

The June survey also showed that the young user is extremely hesitant about
talking to his NCO - the "lifer"- about his habit and his desire to kick it.

"This is another aspect which we are working to correct," noted Hobbs. "This
attitude is no different than that of the younger man in civilian life who
feels he cannot communicate with the 'over 30' population."

For this reason, the education and information program is not only geared
to reach the young soldier or the lower-ranking replacement, it is also adapted
to present the facts to officers and NCOs. "We need their help," explained
Hobbs. "Each must give a bit," he pointed out, "and maybe the senior NCO has
to give a little more. It's his squad, his section or his platoon, and he has
to be able to communicate to get the job done. And the soldier in the section
must be made to realize that he's got to take a step too, and exchange
confidences."

A combination of things has worked to bring about what is hoped to be the
beginning of a decline of drug abuse in the division. The USARV Urinalysis
Program, which now includes tests for amphetamines and barbiturates, has no
doubt influenced many soldiers who have sought amnesty. Hobbs noted that
most
of the people in the program are short timers, soldiers who want to kick the
habit before DEROS.

And that's where it's at - in the unit, commander to men; man to man;
buddy to buddy.
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(Note: there is a SEAPC video about reopening ceremony).

25 August 1969 - Villagers returned safely after Americal routs VC

CHU LAI - The Americal Division's Operation Russell Beach, a long-range pacification
campaign which began in January ended recently.

The operation began with a massive 8,500-man cordon around the Batagnan
Peninsula, a longtime Viet Cong stronghold 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City in
southern I Corps.

Besides the two Americal Division battalions - the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 11th Inf.
Bde., and the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf. Bde. - other allied forces in the operation were
two battalions from the 2nd ARVN division, two battalions of U.S. Marines and U.S.
Navy swift boats patrolling off the coast.

The Marine phase of the operation was known as Operation Bold Mariner,
and the Marines came under the control of the Americal when their phase ended.

The Americal Division units accounted for 158 VC killed during the
operation, and other units brought the combined total to almost 225 Communists killed.

The overall objective of the operation was to remove the entire civilian
populace from the peninsula and weed out the enemy, VC suspects and members of the
VC infrastructure.

After the allied cordon was in place across the neck of the peninsula, an
intense Psyops campaign persuaded more than 12,000 persons from the peninsula to
evacuate the area. The refugees were moved by Americal Division helicopters to a
combined holding and interrogation center near Quang Ngai, where government
officials carefully inspected the peninsula’s residents.

Screening at the center isolated more than 250 members of the VC
infrastructure, almost 220 VC suspects, more than 100 prisoners of war, and 32 Hoi
Chanhs.

Operation Russell Beach began during the height of the rainy season, and
movement on the peninsula was slowed for several days because of flooded rice paddies
and swollen rivers that bisected the mushroom-shaped tip of land.

However, tactical planners were also counting on the heavy rains to flood
tunnels, bunkers, and underground hiding places and drive the residents to the surface
where they could be located more easily.

During the pacification phase, which began in Mid-February, the refugees
were provided with food, building materials and transportation by Quang Ngai
province officials, and the rebuilding process began.

Engineers from The Americal’s 26th Engr. Bn. completed a network of roads
that linked the peninsula to Highway 1, the roadway that spans the length of Vietnam,
and to Quang Ngai City.

A permanent firebase, LZ Minuteman, was established in the heart of the
peninsula and Vietnamese Regional and Popular Force soldiers and their families were
brought in to provide protection for the returning refugees.

By the operation's end, three new villages had been constructed, and the
presence of the Republic of Vietnam government had been established.
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Ralliers at yearly high

CHU LAI - In a period of one month, 89 Viet Cong laid down their weapons
and rallied to the Government of Vietnam in the 23rd Infantry Division's
198th Inf. Bde. area. Nearly 90 per cent of the ralliers came from the
once infested Batangan Peninsula, southeast of Chu Lai.

The total for the month was four times the average for the brigade and
is the largest number of ralliers received in a one-month period in at least
a year.

The reason for the great increase of ralliers lies in the fact that four
distinct yet cooperative operations have drained the enemy of its manpower
and his will to carry out missions in this area. Allied small unit operations,
land clearing projects, pacification programs, and concentrated psychological
operations have all combined to cause major setbacks for the enemy in the
Batangan area.

"All of these reasons have been cited by the ralliers as why they came
over to our side," said 1st Lt. William Cain, the brigade civil affairs
officer. "The enemy's very existence is being threatened every day in this
area."

Land clearing operations, conducted by the 59th Land Clearing Co. and
Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn., have eliminated thousands of former enemy hiding
places, tunnels, bunkers and booby traps, under the cover of which enemy
elements used to be able to roam almost at will throughout the countryside.
the land clearing projects have left enemy units and guerrillas without cover
and thus vulnerable to allied ground units.

The area is also becoming a showplace pacification site with the hamlets
of Giem Dien, An Thien, and Van Thien proving the worth of the pacification
effort. Vietnamese civilians in the area are less and less tolerant of
enemy activities, and with the loss of popular support, more and more Viet
Cong are seeking a better life by returning to the government.

"Many of the Viet Cong want to come across but are afraid of what might
happen to them," Cain said. "Our job is to make sure they know they will be
taken care of, and we have been successful in this effort, partially by
employing a live broadcast technique."

The live broadcast technique was initiated by the brigade to enable former
Viet Cong to give direct messages to their past comrades from helicopters.
The ralliers tell their friends that they are being well treated and they
urge their friends to rally also.



Besides the live broadcasts, ralliers also tape messages appealing to
their friends. The messages are normally made and broadcast within a day
after the rallier has turned himself in, and the messages continue for a
three-day period.

Other taped broadcasts are subsequently made to show the enemy still in
the field how his former friends who have rallied are progressing under
government protection. Many ralliers have said that this method of showing
follow-up progress has encouraged them to rally. They asserted that they had
wanted to rally but were not sure how they would be treated. These follow-up
broadcasts have eliminated this fear for many Viet Cong.

"The whole key to our Psyops program is quick reaction," Cain said. "We
try to get the rallier to make live broadcasts within hours of his surrender.
This way it has more of an impact on his friends than if he had been gone
for several days before they heard from him again."

The ralliers are reunited with their families at special government-operated
centers, and the medical needs of the entire family are looked after. Few of
those who rally have been reluctant to make the broadcasts after they see that
they will be well treated.

The trend appears to be continuing into this month as six ralliers have
already surrendered in the first five days.

Once this Batangan Peninsula was considered a Viet Cong stronghold, but the
enemy seems to be losing the last remnants of his influence as the
Vietnamization process moves on at full speed.
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01Nov71- Program pays Page 1
'live' dividends

CHU LAI - Next to actually destroying the enemy himself, perhaps one of
the most effective ways of saving lives is to deprive the enemy of materiels
needed to wage war.

In this respect the Volunteer Informant Program is becoming more and more
successful as was recently shown by a platoon from C Co., 26th Engineers at
Observation Post Ralph, northwest of Quang Ngai.

While carrying on road improvement operations in this area for the ARVN
engineers distributed leaflets from the 11th Bde. S-5 to the people which
promised payment for information about explosives and other enemy material.
According to Capt. Fehrer, the response on four days recently was
overwhelming.

Mortar rounds were the most commonly found items with 135 located by the
company. On one day alone mortar rounds were 10 per cent of the munitions
found. Other articles pointed out included recoilless rifle rounds, TNT,
grenade rounds and one homemade claymore boobytrap.

"We are authorized to pay up to 250 piasters for a mortar round, artillery
round, or hand frag," explained Fehrer. "The going price, however, is around
100-150 piasters, a small price to pay for American lives saved."
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By MSG Bill Pickett
CHU LAI - The actual standdown of the 23d Inf. Div. (Americal) was

accomplished Nov. 27, when the division command group escorted the colors to
Fort Lewis, Washington for the official deactivation of the unit and retirement
of the colors.

The action brought to a close an enormous redeployment task which began in
earnest with the announcement of the standdown of the 3d Bn. 18th Arty. and the
71st Assault Helicopter Company on Sept. 8.

Planning for the entire operation began much earlier under the supervision
of the Keystone Operations Center whose personnel were responsible for the
coordination and scheduling of all standdown activities.

A personnel out-processing center was established adjacent to the Chu Lai
Airfield, and this operation, although deterred one day when Typhoon Hester
leveled the center, averaged 200 persons per day through its doors, destined
for reassignment in-country or return to CONUS for further assignment or ETS.

Also in September, units of the 23d Med. Bn. and maintenance and engineer
companies began standdown, many utilizing the facilities of the Division
Combat Center of [or?] the former 27th Surgical Hospital area through which
most of the division members would pass during their standdown period. These
locations were provided exchange and club facilities to serve Americal soldiers
during their standdown.

On Sept. 17 H Troop, 17th Cav. began its standdown, and during October most
maneuver elements of the division also began their standdown operations.

It was during this period that Task Force Americal began to take shape
under the command of Col. Robert J. Malley, former DIS COM commander.
Mission of Task Force Americal (TFA) was to prevent the enemy from establishing
bases from which to rocket Chu Lai Combat Base and to keep the enemy from
massing troops for attack.

Between Oct. 24 and 30, those units of Division Artillery which had not
begun standdown were returned to rear areas to begin processing, and on
Oct. 30 Headquarters and Headquarters Battery of Division Artillery closed out
its mission as it received standdown instructions.

The 1st Bn., 6th Inf.--which had been replaced in the mountains west of
Chu Lai by the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. -- became the last infantry maneuver element
to commence standdown when it was ordered to the rear on the last day of
October.

Division support units, including the 23d Supply and Transportation Bn.,
26th Engineer Bn, 723d Maintenance Bn. and Division Support Command began
standdown during the first week in November.

Division Headquarters and Headquarters Company was the final unit to
conduct standdown activities, and as the colors were escorted to COMUS
[CONUS?] late in November, only the 196th Inf. Bde., under the command of
Brigadier General Joseph C. McDonough remains.
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mismatches 'duel’

FSB LIZ - A misfire by an NVA soldier's weapon saved the life of an
Americal Division infantryman in a recent face-to-face duel 15 miles
north of Duc Pho in the 11th Bde. area of operations.

Pfc. Gary O. Mooneyham of the 1st Bn., 20th Inf., was with an element
providing security for the 26th Engr. Bn. engaged in a land-clearing
operation. "I like to check things out," said Mooneyham, a pointman. He
set out alone along a trail leading from the beach to search the immediate
area for enemy tunnels. He had gone about 200 meters when he heard voices
coming from the woodline. Suddenly, an NVA soldier walked out of the thick
brush from the hidden trail five meters away. They found themselves staring
at each other.

"He acted like he owned the place and was on a Sunday afternoon stroll,"
exclaimed Mooneyham. "When we saw each other we just froze in our tracks.
He was as surprised to see me as I was to see him," continued Mooneyham.
"At first I thought he was an ARVN, but when I saw his pack I knew he was
the enemy."

The NVA brought his weapon up before Mooneyham had made the positive
identification, but it misfired. He then dove into a ditch to escape,
followed by 20 rounds from Mooneyham's M16.

Mooneyham withdrew 50 meters and signaled for help. He then
tired into the brush to discourage the other enemy soldiers he had heard
talking from joining in the action. A Sheridan combat assault vehicle
came to his assistance and covered the area with its machine gun.

In the ditch the men found a new automatic weapon next to the
dead enemy soldier. An examination showed that the firing pin had
hit the round, but failed to ignite the primer. "I'm going to keep the
dud round for a souvenir and have it silver plated," stated Mooneyham.
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By Spec. 4 Thomas J. Neville

KHAM DUC - Rebuilding a base camp, complete with a 6,000-foot airstrip, is
like carving a small town out of dirt, burlap, asphalt and a lot of thick
sweat.

Men from various units of the 196th Inf. Bde. labored long hours and
accomplished such a task. Five days after being combat-assaulted into this
lonely outpost 80 miles west of Tam Ky, the Americal Division task force had
dug, in renovated the air strip and established a secure base of operations.

Resembling an island in a sea of Vietnam's roughly hewn mountains, Kham
Duc
is not virgin territory for American or enemy forces. As early as 1961, the
5th Special Forces Gp. manned the outpost as a base for various strategic
operations.

The Special Forces-advised Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) camp was
abandoned in May 1968. The 2nd Bn., 1st In., of the 196th Bde. was dispatched
to the area and assisted in the extraction of civilians and American troops.

Although the extraction was successful in terms of light friendly
casualties, some U.S. heavy equipment had to be left behind. The airstrip also
suffered heavily from intense rocket and mortar barrages.

The Legionnaires of the 2nd of the 1st are back at Kham Duc. Other elements
that took part in the construction, reconstruction and fortification of the
bases included Co. A, 26th Engr. Bn.; 23rd Supply and Transport Co.; Co. G,.
75th Rangers; a U.S. Air Force mobility team; a Seabee construction element
and the 6th ARVN Regt.

Kham Duc was blistering hot, barren depressing and dangerous when
Americal
soldiers arrived. The men had nothing to look forward to except tedious,
back-breaking work. To complicate matters, the enemy had planted more than
150 booby-trapped mortar rounds in the vicinity of the airstrip.

Further evidence of the enemy's presence in the area was found during
searches by the 26th Engr. Bn. and patrols conducted by Legionnaire units.
Caches of ammunition, including a find of 1,420 rounds of .51-caliber ammo,
were uncovered.

Bunkers, tunnel complexes and fresh fish and medical supplies were also
found, adding credence to recent enemy occupation. Co. A's 3rd Platoon also
discovered four model helicopters, carved from wood and resembling the Huey-
an indication that the enemy was operating a training site in the area.



It was essential to repair the airstrip so supplies could be airlifted
into the base. The engineers made short work of that problem. The first
plane, an Air Force C-123 cargo, touched down July 16. The men who had toiled
with pick and shovels for four days gazed with excitement and pride as the
craft landed safely.

"It felt pretty good to see him land," beamed Capt. Aaron Evans, the
commanding officer of Co. A. Air Force Staff Sgt. Jessie Ritchie, who was
aboard the airplane, described the landing as "real good," He noted that
similar flights will be capable of transporting 300,000 to 400,000 pounds of
ammunition a day.

Once mortar crews dug into their pits and artillery units set up their
deadly cannon, an air of cautious optimism and security permeated the bastion.

The feeling of relative security was unknown when the troops first flew into
Kham Duc.

But there was one man who did have an idea of what to expect." The area
was not unfamiliar to him. M.Sgt. David H. Doughty had spent some time at
Kham Duc and vicinity nearly four years ago.

Now on his second tour in Vietnam, Doughty scanned the seemingly
impregnable
terrain and recalled, "I was here for two weeks in September 1966, when I
served with the 5th Special Forces." A member of a long range reconnaissance
patrol (LRRP) team, Doughty knew only too well the difficulties and danger
of the dense jungle underbrush and the eerie triple-canopy ceiling which
characterize the region.

Doughty noted some of the things the units discovered on the first day of
this recent takeover. "We found a trench complex which had obviously been
used recently because the engineers found new rucksacks, medical supplies
and fresh fish." He estimated that the enemy had used the area as recently
as a day before the Americans moved in.

He continued, "A lot of physical work goes into building a base camp like
this."



Photo from Army Reporter newspaper.

25Jan71- Photo Caption Page1
AFTER CROSSING THE SONG BA KY RIVER, soldiers from the 26th Engineer
Bn. pull the "rubber ducky" to short 14 miles west of Chu Lai.



Article from the “Army Reporter” Newspaper.
06Sep71- Americal Page 4
policy working
By MSG Bill Pickett
23d Inf Div Information Office

CHU LALI - "If our program is working, it's because the men themselves are
making it work," says Lt. Col. Thomas A. Sands, 26th Engineer Battalion
commander.

He was referring to the "Buddy Program" in use throughout the 23rd Infantry
Division, and specifically to the program within his battalion, which has been
singled out as the most successful in the division.

The program is part of the rehabilitation portion of the Americal's three-
pronged Drug and Crime Suppression program which is coordinated by the Division
Deputy Chief of Staff for Special Activities, Lt. Col. Jay E. Hobbs, Jr. The
three phases of the program are eduction and information, amnesty and
rehabilitation and, finally, enforcement.

Sands, 36 took command of the battalion late in February of this year. He
initiated the "Buddy Program" the next month, earlier than many of the
division units. The program works hand-in-glove with the amnesty and
rehabilitation program, and "newbies" are introduced to it upon joining the
unit.

During the early stages of the amnesty and buddy programs in the 26th,
Sands reports that the battalion had about 30 men on amnesty and some 12
others in processing for elimination from the service under the provisions of
AR 635-212, Discharge for Unfitness and Unsuitability.

Last month, however, Sands estimated that the battalion had only six or
eight men on amnesty and the unit was processing "....a couple of 212s."

Members of the battalion approach the problem two ways, said sands, who
was interviewed on the eve of his departure for CONUS and assignment with
the Office of the Chief of Staff of the Army in Washington.

"Ninety per cent of the guys on heroin," he explained, "don't like the
straight guys, but they don't bother them. So we have to make the straights
aware of the problem."

The straights are urged not to turn their backs on a man with a problem; to
realize that the user may need someone to help him. All members of the unit
are educated on drug use symptoms and encouraged to help men on the road to
rehabilitation.

Rehabilitation of a soldier who returns to the unit from treatment under
the amnesty program continues in the battalion, explained Sands. "When a
guy returns we assign a couple of his buddies to look after him. We have
people who volunteer to do this, and the CO also knows his people can assign
a certain soldier to buddy up with the returnee and help him out."

The colonel continued, "We do this for two purposes. Firstly, to lend
encouragement to the man trying to kick the habit; secondly, to protect him
from others on heroin and from pushers."



The second phase of the program - and perhaps this is the part of the
iceberg below the water - is handled by the men. "We encourage the E4s and
E5s to solve the problem," said Sands. "Users don't want to admit the
problem, so their co-workers get with them, urge them to shake the habit and
try to point them in other directions."

He said the buddies send a guy to bed for the day, maybe two
days, and assume a little extra work themselves so that the job gets done.
They cover up for their buddy, they take care of him and each other, and in
many instances the man is cured and nobody knows about it except the soldier
and his friends.

"There are no figures or statistics of course, for this example," Sands
pointed out, "but it is happening, and I have no doubt that this has put
people back on the right path."

Should that attempt fail, the men go to the CO with the problem and the CO
puts it to the individual: "Get it straight, go on amnesty, now." Punishment
is considered as a last resort.

"We rely on the good faith of the men. This is their program," he
continued. "They live with the guy, and work with him. I'm tremendously
pleased with the way the men have reacted, they have really taken it upon
themselves and to the men must go the credit for any success the program has
had in this battalion." (Continued)



(Continued)
If the 26th Engineer Battalion program is unorthodox, it is still one of
the most successful in the 23rd Division. But then, that's not the only
unorthodox program in the battalion. Sands is the guy who sends his men to
school to complete GED requirements in lieu of other options when up for an
Article 15.

The battalion also attempts to cut off the source of drugs through weekly
inspections for the health and welfare of the men. Along with daily safety
and fire inspections, all community areas of the unit also come under close
scrutiny.



Photo from “Army Times” newspaper.
20Sep71- Photo Caption Page 1

A SECTION OF floating bridge is inched toward a creek south of Ngia Hanh,
while members of the 26th Engr. Bn., 23rd Inf. Div. watch.



Excerpt from Operation Caroline Hill report:

4. (U) Engineer. A Company, 26th Engineer Battalion provided
engineer support for the Brigade during Operation CAROLINE
HILL. Principal projects

undertaken were:

a. A flyway and aircraft refuel/rearm point was
constructed at Hill 65,
and construction was begun on additional tactical wire fence
at the same location.

b. ASPs for 3/82 Arty and 1-46 Infantry were constructed.

C. The road to Hill 65 was swept an average of fifteen
times per month to clear mines for resupply convoys.

d. Assistance was provided in the clearing and
construction of a temporary fire support base at Hill 502.

e. Combat engineer support, LZ preparation, and
destruction of enemy bunkers was accomplished for elements at
field locations.



Excerpt from Operation Elk Canyon report:

Concurrent with the infantry security measures, the
support facilities at Kham Duc were augmented in both

8
quantity and quality. The supporting artillery rapidly
consolidated and fortified their base area. Incoming
CH-47's, especially on the second day, unloaded sizeable
quantities of 105mm and 155mm ammunition. The engineers of
A Company, 26th Engineers, gave initial priority to the
clearing and improvement of the runway, and by D+4, the
first fixed wing transport landed at Kham Duc. The engineers
in conjunction with the USAF Mobility Team and the Forward
Support Element of 23d S & T Bn, rapidly began development
of the fixed wing turnaround area; refuel and rearm
facilities; airfield control facilities; and the water-shower
points.

SEAPC government video exists that shows the aftermath of
Sapper attack on Kham Duc during this operation. There were
more than 25 killed in the attack.




Operation Finney Hill, Napolean Saline, Burlington Trail,
Wheeler Wallowa, Pocahontas Forest and Iron Mountain
mentioned the 26th Engineers, but did not detail their
activities. The report on Operation Russell Beach has many
comments about the 26th Engineers role. So

many that it is something that can be read separately rather
than to be pieced into this document.



Entry from 1/20th log created by Chuck Seketa.

091225 Mar 4-3 TOC: 26%™ Engrs, 1157hrs, BS454777; Found booby
trap in hooch, rigged under floor made from 4.2
aluminum canister. Destroyed.



An article from the 16th Combat Aviation Group newsletter
(FALCON) .

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— PAGE 2
THE FALCON FEB 2, 1969

Pelican Rescues Pilot
CHU LAI, RVN, "A" Co.-IO

For the men who fly "A" Company, 123rd Aviation Battalion's UH-1
"Hueys," most of the days seem to go by in an endless, boring and many
times thankless job of hauling tons of supplies to the outlying fire
bases, reconning the roads to check for mines and booby traps, and
transporting the Americal Division general staff to different parts of
the operation.

--- (Historian comment: I was in this company. I am a bit puzzled about
how the story depicted our dull life. We did fly these missions and were
bored to death on them, but there were also exciting missions 1like
special forces, combat assaults, medevacs, and etc. After a day or two
of the exciting stuff one became ready for the boring stuff, then after a
day or two of the boring stuff we wanted to get more action again. The
action missions were draining with lots of stress. It was hard to take
the stress, but after a day or two away from it we almost needed another
high from the action type mission. The helicopter mentioned in this
story ("737") was the same helicopter that LTC Stinson of the 1/52nd was
killed on about a month later March 3, 1969 on a medevac flight.)--------

Occasionally the situation arises, however, when long hours of
training and snap judgment must be utilized.

"Pelican 737" was returning from the morning highway reconnaissance
mission in the area of Duc Pho. Flying "737" about 10 miles southwest of
Chu Lai ,aircraft commander WOl John Elwell, Fort Lauderdale, Fla., heard
a distress call on the "guard" emergency frequency of his radio.

An Air Force F-100 pilot had been trying to make it back to Chu Lai in
his crippled jet, but at the last minute had elected to eject in to the
ocean rather attempt to land his aircraft.

Turning toward the ocean Mr. Elwell continued to monitor the
transmissions of the downed pilot and contacted the Air Force wingman
asking if he could be of any assistance. The replay was "yes", and with

a "most affirm,"™ "737" sped to the rescue.



The "Pelican" crew approached ocean shore and the pilot Lieutenant
Scott Duncan, Huntington Beach, Calif., observed the crippled F-100.
"The jet plowed out of the sky in what appeared to be a gun-run," said
Lt. Duncan, "however, rather than pulling out at the bottom it continued
down into the sea."

Approximately 3 minutes later Mr. Elwell spotted the parachute of the
downed aviator going into the sea about three miles from the Chu Lai
coast.

The aircraft commander maneuvered the "Huey" into position and let the
chopper's skids down into the water. As he did this, crew chief SP4
Richard Melcher, of Portland, Ore., and Lieutenant Colonel Matthew Hoey,
San Antonio, Tex., from the 26th Engineer Battalion, the mission
commander, slid out of the chopper door on to its skids and helped the
Air Force pilot into the passenger compartment. (Cont. Pg 7) (PELICAN
RESCUE CONT'D FROM PG 2)

"The whole rescue operation was speedy and efficient, taking only five
minutes," stated Duncan, "and this was mostly due to Mr. Elwell's good
control, touch and calm appraisal of what could have been a pretty
difficult situation.

After he was rescued, the F-100 pilot was taken to the 312th Medevac
Hospital and was found to have received no injuries. He was later flown
back to his base in Phu Cat.



Two Excerpts from “The Hill” a document developed by LTC
Leslie Stottle of the 3/1st Inf. Bn. relate to the 26th
Engineers:

1. Ccompany, 26th Engineers hit a mine in the Horseshoe at 0910 on
the 28th of September Kkilling Cooney, Glisson, Augusting and wounding
Saninski. Later at 1825 hours A company spotted ten VC in the open at
BS469691 they called artillery in on them with unknown results. The
following day D company in the afternoon in the area of BS452760 and
BS448758 found two 82mm mortar rounds which were blown in place,
also some documents were located . On 30 September 1969 Recon
platoon observed one NVA with a weapon, artillery was called in on him
and Warlords gunships Kkilled two VC in the same area at BS574747.

2. The following day was quiet but on 4 December C company while on
a eagle flight at BS547634 one soldier wounded himself while on the
ground and was evacuated to Bronco. Later C company reported that at
BS572727 a dump truck from C company 26th Engineers hit a mine on
CL518. The road had been swept and other trucks had gone over it. VN
reported that they saw VC evading from the area after the truck was hit
but no wires were found . Two men in the truck were wounded and
evacuated to Chu Lai.



From an Americal Division Daily Newsheet:
Volume 2 No. 25 Americal Daily New Sheet Tuesday May 14, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Wednesday will be partly cloudy with southeasterly winds
from 8 - 15 knots. The high for Wednesday will be 95 and the
low tomorrow night 75.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) - Americal units experienced scattered

action yesterday during operations in their southern I Corps area. Division units
killed seven VC and five NVA and captured one individual weapon throughout the
day’s fighting.

Elements of the 1st Squadron, 1lst Cavalry killed three VC and one NVA yesterday
in Operation Burlington Trail. Troopers from “F” Troop, 8th Cavalry and other 1lst
Cavalry elements killed the four enemy during a screening operation seven miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

Americal’s 11th Infantry Brigade reported three enemy soldiers killed, five
suspects detained and one weapon captured in widely scattered contacts throughout
Quang Ngai Province yesterday.

A company of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry commanded by CPT Fred H. Mowrey
Jr. (San Gabriel, Calif.) received sniper fire during a reconnaissance mission
four miles south of Duc Pho. the unit returned the fire killing the sniper and
recovering his .45 caliber pistol. Other “Gimlet” elements detained four
suspects, destroyed three tunnels and found 1,600 rounds of small arms ammunition.

A reconnaissance platoon of the 3d Battalion, 1lst Infantry led by 1LT James
O’Herron (Winona, Minn.) killed one VC during a sweep two miles northeast of Mo
Duc.

An “Aero Scout” helicopter from the 123d Combat Aviation Battalion killed
another VC eight miles north of Quang Ngai in Operation Muscatine.

Units of Americal’s 198th Infantry Brigade killed one VC and four NVA in
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa action yesterday.

A unit of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry killed one VC in an engagement seven
miles southeast of Que Son. Elsewhere in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa, artillery
firing in support of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry killed three NVA in an area
eight miles south of Que Son.

In response to the Volunteer Informant Program, Vietnamese civilians turned in
31 artillery and mortar rounds to soldiers of the 26th Engineers.



Vol. 2. No. 168 Friday October 4, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
SATURDAY
Mostly Cloudy
Evening Showers
High 90 Low 75
(B-6)

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Ten VC killed and three individual
weapons captured, was the result of scattered contacts in the Americal
Division's southern I Corps Tactical Zone yesterday.

"Jungle Warriors" of the 1lth Inf. Bde. reported nine VC killed and
one VC suspect detained yesterday.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Avn Co. destroyed six structures and
killed five VC in response to sniper fire, 15 miles north of Duc Pho.

The "Sharks" also combined with troops of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. to kill
one VC on a hillside, two miles east of Duc Pho.

Troops of a 3d Bn., 1lst Inf. company killed one VC without an ID card
near a village four miles north of Duc Pho.

"E" Trp., 1lst Cav. combined with infantrymen of the 1lst Bn., 20th Inf.
to kill one VC near huts nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.

The helicopter of the Bde's S-2 Air, accounted for one VC killed near
the Tra Khuc River, 14 miles west of Quang Ngai City.

Yesterday afternoon soldiers of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained a
VC tax collector near a clearing, six miles south of Duc Pho.

In the 198th Inf. Bde's. area of operations, "Charger" units found one
dead VC and three individual weapons yesterday.

Troops of a 4th Bn., 21lst Inf. company found the VC body seven miles
southwest of Hoi An. He had been killed by small arms fire.

Another 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company found a tunnel complex in the same
area. The complex was large enough to hold a company size unit. Inside
were one M-1 carbine, one K-44 rifle, and one SKS rifle.

Action was 1light, 1in the 198th 1Inf. Bde's. area of operations
yesterday.

A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT George L. Harmon (Dothan,
Ala.) working with a combined action patrol discovered two mine fields
south of Chu Lai yesterday.

The "Professionals" had unexpectedly come upon the mine field during a
sweep of the area. They coordinated their efforts with a company from
the 26th Engrs., who supplied a mine detector, and the Division EOD team
and systematically destroyed the mines.

A short time later they discovered and destroyed a second mine field.
In all, the teams destroyed 93 mines and one booby trapped 105mm howitzer
round.



Vol. 3. No. 30 THURSDAY January 30, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

THURSDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Partly to mostly cloudy in the morning,
with occasional showers in the afternoon. Winds will be

variable at 5-10 knots till noon, then becoming northeasterly
at 5-15 knots. High temperature of 87' with a low of 74.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Tunnels, mines, and booby traps to
the front and signs of VC to both front and rear that's the situation
today as Operation Russell Beach enters its 18th day on the Batangan
Peninsula.

Americal and Marine units reported 14 VC killed and 13 weapons
captured, five of them crew-served, yesterday in addition to 10 incidents
in which tunnels, bunkers, mines, booby traps, supplies and ammo were
found.

Including Russell Beach, Americal forces throughout southern I Corps
reported killing one NVA and 45 VC, finding three VC Dbodies, and

capturing 22 weapons, five crew-served.
* kK k

All VC kills and weapons captures in Russell Beach came in eight
incidents involving four Americal units and a Marine company.

At 0005 hours, an estimated VC squad struck an Americal night position
two miles behind the main cordon line on the peninsula. Co. C, 4-3 Inf.;
H Trp., 17th Cav.; and Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn. received RPG, 82mm mortar,
and automatic weapons fire and a ground probe.

Return fire killed six Vc and led to capture of two AK-47 rifles and
an AK-50. ©No Americans were killed.

In separate incidents nearby, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. killed two VC and
captured two .30-cal machineguns and a 60mm mortar tube after digging up
a grave. In a nearby rice paddy dike, Co. C found 200 M-60 rounds, 400
.30 cal rounds, and a 25 pound shaped charge.

Marine Co. K, 3-26 Regt. found the bodies of five VC killed by air
strikes in two graves 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City near the
cordon line. Co. K later killed a VC in a tunnel.

Other weapons caches were found well behind the cordon 7 1/2 miles
northeast of Quang Ngai City by HQ Co., 4-3 Inf., and H Trp. HQ turned up
five M-1 carbines, and H Trp. found a rocket launcher and a BAR.

Among other items found were six beer cans fashioned into concussion
grenades packed with explosives and tipped with Dblasting caps, two
tunnels so new that tools use to dig them were found nearby, two 20mm
casings with .50 cal &rounds attached to form booby traps, and a
collection of pots and pans.

No other major incidents were reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.



Southern Cross emblem - AMERICAL DAILY NEWS SHEET
Vol. V No. 88 Monday March 29, 1971

Chu Lai (23rd INF. DIV IO) - Combat activity was moderate
in the southern part of the First Military Region yesterday
as the men of the 23t Infantry Division accounted for 28
enemy soldiers killed.

CRIME DOES NOT PAY

PFC Ralph L. Snyder, Company B, 26%™ Engineer Battalion was
tried and convicted by a special court-martial on 26 March
1971 of wrongfully possessing heroin in violation of the
Uniform Code of Military Justice, Article 134. He was
sentenced to a bad conduct discharge, forfeiture of $90.00
per month for six months, reduction to the lowest enlisted
pay grade and confinement at hard labor for three months.
PFC Snyder is presently serving the sentence to confinement
in the USARV Installation Stockade, Long Binh, Vietnam.



Vol. 2. No. 154 Friday September 20, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
SATURDAY

Fair skies with afternoon and evening showers. High 95,
low 78. Winds northeast at 10 knots. (B-6)

AMERTICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LATI (AMERICAL IO)--Action remained mostly scattered yesterday in
the Americal Division's southern I Corps Tactical Zone as Division forces
reported 52 NVA and 13 VC killed and seven crew-served and four
individual weapons captured.

Fighting in the 11th Inf. Bde's. area of operations yesterday resulted
in 46 NVA and three VC killed, one individual weapon captured, and eight
suspects detained.

Troops of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company found 26 NVA killed in a
contact with another company of the battalion late Wednesday night. The
bodies were found near a trail 17 miles west of Quang Ngai City. Another
1st Bn., 20th Inf. company found five NVA and two VC killed Wednesday
night near the same site.

Later in the day a 1lst Bn., 20th Inf. company found 60 spider holes
containing 10 NVA killed, 10 RPG-7 rounds, six 57mm recoilless rifle
rounds, 10 60 mm mortar rounds, 500 pounds of rice, and miscellaneous web

gear all in a valley 17 miles west of Quang Ngai City. Near the same
site another 1st Bn., 20 Inf. company found five more NVA floating in a
stream. Later that afternoon the company found one AK-47 rifle near a

trail at the base of a hill 16 miles west of Quang Ngai City.

The command and control element of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. detained three
suspects near a stream four miles north of Duc Pho and another company of
the battalion detained three suspects in separate actions among rice
paddies five miles north of Duc Pho.

Another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained one suspect hiding near
Highway 1 nine miles south of Duc Pho.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for nine VC and one
NVA killed and one individual weapon captured in Operation
Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.

In separate incidents yesterday a 2d Bn., 1lst Inf. company killed two
VC 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Another 2d Bn., 1lst Inf. company killed one NVA and captured his AK-47
rifle 13 miles southwest of Hoi An.

A company of the 26th Engr. Bn. found one VC body yesterday northwest
of Tam Ky.



Vol. 3 No. 98 Tuesday April 8, 1969
MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER
Your margin
of safety depends
on you.
THINK BEFORE YOU ACT!
* Kk kK

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Light action prevailed in
southern I Corps yesterday, with Americal Division units
reporting two NVA and 15 VC killed, 12 contacts, three VC
bodies discovered and seven suspects detained.

* Kk kK

FREDERICK HILL--The 1st Sgdn., 1lst Cav. reported 11 VC
killed in its area of operation.

H Trp., 1lst Cav. engaged and killed three VC among
hootches 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The troop killed
four more VC in a rice paddy 11 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed four
VC in four contacts along the coast ranging from 7-1/2
miles north to 16 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

The 196th Inf. Bde. had one NVA and two VC killed in
its area.

F Trp., 17th Cav. killed a lone NVA in the mountains
22 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

One VC was killed running from a hootch by Co. C, 3-21
Inf. 10-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

The recon patrol of the 1-46 Inf. observed a VC coming
from a hootch and opened up with small arms fire killing
the VC 13-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

A Co., 26th Eng. Bn. working southwest of LZ Baldy
found and destroyed a pair of mines made from 175mm and 8
inch howitzer rounds.

Co. D, 1-46 Inf. evacuated 70 refugees to Tam Ky, from

an area 15 miles south of that city.
* Kk k%



Vol. 3 No. 190 Wednesday July 9, 1969

CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST--July 10

Partly to mostly cloudy with isolated rain showers and thunder showers
and thunder storms. Winds from northeast from 3 to 10 knots.

Temperature H 99 L 80

Humidity H 90 L 50

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LATI (AMERICAL I0)--Soldiers of the Americal Division experienced
their tenth straight day of light and scattered action as 11 VC and two
NVA were killed and two individual weapons captured.

*x k* k* * %

IRON MOUNTAIN--Action began at 0625 in the 1lth Bde. area of
operations when "Sykes Regulars" from C Co., 1-20, engaged four VC,
killing one, while sweeping the coastal plains six miles north of Duc
Pho.

C Co., 4-21, engaged and killed one NVA and captured his AK-47, while
working in a marsh-covered area four miles south of Duc Pho.

A recon platoon from 3-1, while operating in the jungles five miles
west of Duc Pho, received automatic weapons fire.

The platoon returned the fire and killed one NVA soldier.

The last encounter of the day occurred at 1920 hours when D Co., 1-20
engaged three VC, three miles north of Duc Pho.

D Co. managed to bring down one of the VC.

At 0545 hours yesterday morning, LZ Bronco, headquarters for the 11th
Inf. Bde., received three 140mm rockets.

No casualties or damages were reported.

*x k* Kk * %

FREDERICK HILL--Five VC were killed and the body of another found in
the area of the 196th Inf. Bde.

"Blue Ghost" helicopters from F Trp. 8th Cav. reported the heaviest
action of the day when they killed three VC while operating in a
mountainous region 12 miles west of Tam Ky.

A sister element, D Co., called in artillery on an unknown size enemy
force 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky, which resulted in the death of one
VC.

A Ranger element from G Co., 75h Inf. (Rangers), while working in the
Operation Frederick Hill area, reported killing one VC in the mountains

11 miles west of Tam Ky.
* k* Kk *x %

GENEVA PARK--One VC was reported killed by airstrikes in the area of
the 198th Inf. Bde.

Air Force CPT Barry G. Flanary (Wilson, Okla.) directed the airstrike
five miles west of Quang Ngai City.

H Trp., 17th Cav., while searching an area eight miles northwest of
Quang Ngai, found 60 old bunkers measuring eight feet by 10 feet.

In that same area, they also found and destroyed two 500 pound bombs,

two 50-pound dud bombs, and an 8lmm mortar dud round.

ARVN's working with D Co., 1-52, found a tunnel five miles west-north-
west of Quang Ngai.

The tunnel contained documents and was destroyed by B. Co., 26th Engr.
Bn.

D Co. also reported finding an M-1 Carbine in that same area.

In their latest VIP effort, the first platoon of C Co., 5-46, reported
receiving 10 M-14 mines, nine 82mm mortar rounds, one 8lmm mortar round,
30 M-79 rounds, and several Chicom hand grenades.



Volume 3 No. 198 Americal Daily New Sheet Thursday July 17,
1969

*x * k* *x x
IRON MOUNTAIN—LZ Bronco, headquarters for the 11th Inf. Bde.,
was the target of an NVA sapper team at 0230 hours yesterday.

CPT Barry Gasdek (Loyalhanna, Pa.), base defense officer
at LZ Bronco, said, “Ground radar picked up enemy movement,
but it was too close for artillery strikes, so we fired
approximately 900 rounds of 4.2mm mortar fire at them.”

SP4 James C. Dawson (Charlotte, Tenn.) was manning the
gate bunker when he saw two enemy approaching.

“They were walking down the road towards our bunker when
myself and the other guy in the bunker opened up on them,” he
said.

At dawn, two NVA were found dead lying a short distance
from the bunker.

PFC Hugh T. Brown (Riverside, Calif.) and SGT Roselina
Pizzillo (North Arlington, N.J.) were on guard in a bunker
nearby.

“I heard movement to our front and fired at it,” stated
SGT Pizzillo. “When I fired, the noise stopped.”

A short while later, Pizzillo and Brown received AK-47
fire. The two guards and APC’s from E Trp., 1lst Cav., who
were patrolling nearby, fired on the position and silenced
the enemy fire.

A search of the area at dawn revealed the bodies of four
NVA soldiers and two AK-47’'s and AK-50's.

Elsewhere in the 1lth Bde AO,, “Warlords” of B Co., 123rd
Avn. Bn., spotted an NVA dressed in a green uniform trying to
run towards a spider hole.

He was taken under fire and killed. The action took place
six miles south of Duc Pho.

The Command and Control helicopter of the 26th Engr. Bn
received small arms fire six miles west of Quang Ngai City.
The ship returned fire and killed one VC.

C Co., 3-1 found three NVA bodies seven miles southwest of
Duc Pho. Two had been killed by artillery and were two weeks
old. The third had been killed by airstrikes and was less
than 48 hours old.



Vol. 3. No. 207 Saturday July 26, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST--July 27
Mostly cloudy to cloudy with a few rain showers expected,
with variable winds from the NE at 3-5 knots, increasing to
3-10 knots.
High temp--92 Humidity--93

low—=77 55

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 1IO)--Thirteen VC and four NVA were
killed in southern I Corps yesterday as Americal Division
soldiers experienced light and scattered action.

The Americal team also captured 10 individual weapons.

* Kk k k ok ok ok ok ok k

FREDERICK HILL--Two seemed to be the magic number for the
"Polar Bears" of B Co., 4-31, as they killed two NVA and two
VC and captured two AK-47's in the jungles 18 miles west -
northwest of Tam Ky.

The first contact came at 1020 hours when B Co. engaged and
killed one NVA and two VC.

An hour later, the company engaged three NVA, killing one
of them.

While working in the coastal regions 18 miles north-
northwest of Tam Ky, A Co. of the 26th Engr. Bn, engaged
three VC.

The "White Lions" of A Co. managed to kill one of the
Communists.

The final action of the day 1in the 196th Bde, O0Z was
recorded by D Trp., 1lst Sgdn., 1lst Cav., while operating in
the jungles 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

D Trp. killed two VC during the encounter.
*kkkkkkkk kK



Americal Daily News Sheets- updated February 2015.

Vol. 3 No. 251 Americal Daily New Sheet Monday Sept. 8, 1969
(Only the Americal Division news was transcribed from this
issue)

CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST - September 9
Cloudy with rain. Winds from northwest and northeast at 5 to
10 knots with gusts 15 to 20 knots

Temperature H 81 L 76
Humidity H 98% L 65%

CHU LATI (AMERICAL) - The level of fighting in southern I
Corps continued to be light yesterday as Americal division
elements killed 22 enemy soldiers, 13 of whom were VC and
captured one weapon.

*x kX Kk *x %

GENEVA PARK—Shortly after midnight, Co. E (Recon), 1-52
Inf. engaged five NVA soldiers in an area nine miles
northwest of Quang Ngai. Two of the enemy were killed before
the others broke contact and fled. Two packs containing
several Chicom hand grenades, food and NVA uniforms were
captured in the action.

Two miles to the south, the Aero Scouts of the 123d
Aviation Bn. engaged and killed two VC. Several bunkers,
tunnels and spider holes were observed in the area.

C Co. 5-46 Inf. received a hand grenade while working in
area five miles east of Quang Ngai. A VC fleeing the scene
was immediately engaged and killed.

A short time later, 100 yards away, a mine dog uncovered a
booby-trapped eight inch round.

C Co., 1-52 Inf. recovered a badly damaged carbine after
it had been uncovered by bulldozers of the 26th engineers in
a land clearing operation eight miles west of Quang Ngai.

Elsewhere, two Hoi Chanhs turned themselves in to friendly
forces in the Bde. operational zone yesterday. One, a VC for
only six months, said he was tired of fighting.



Volume 1 No. 325 Americal Daily New Sheet Sunday March 10,
1968

In Operation Muscatine a unit of the 4th Battalion, 3rd
Infantry reported killing two enemy and detaining five
suspects. A 1lst Battalion, 20th Infantry company also in
Muscatine killed one enemy. Three suspects were detained and
nine individual weapons and two tunnels were discovered by
units of the “Syke’s Regulars.”

An artillery observer spotted approximately ten VC
carrying equipment 12 miles west of Quang Ngai. A battery of
the 6th Battalion, 1lth Artillery commanded by CPT Robert G.
Huffschmid (Milwaukee, Wis), fired into the Operation
Muscatine area resulting in four VC kills.

A company of the 26th Engineer Battalion found and
destroyed a mine on a road near Duc Pho yesterday.

Two Viet Cong learned the hard way that haste makes waste,
as they were killed yesterday during action in Americal’s
198th Brigade’s area of operations.

The two enemy were planting a mine in a road south of Chu
Lai when a reconnaissance platoon from a company of the 1st
Battalion, 52nd Infantry approached. In their hurry the VC
accidently set off the mine which killed both of them.

Helicopters from Americal’s 14th Aviation Battalion flew
886 sorties, carried 1,279 combat troops and hauled 298 tons
of cargo in support of the division yesterday.

ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS WE PRINT.

MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
Commanding General, Americal Division

Information Officer ................ MAJ Patrick H. Dionne
News Sheet OIC .... ..t eennn. 1LT Robert L. Brehm

| e s SSG Al E. Morris
Assistant Editor.......... SP5 Washington Hardmon Jr

Telephone: Chu Lai 3212
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision
of the IO, Americal Division as an authorized Army

Publication. This News Sheet is solely for Personnel in the
Americal Division and may not be duplicated or released to
the news media. Opinions expressed in this publication are

not necessarily those of the Department of the Army.



Americal Daily News Sheets- updated January 2015.
Volume 1 No. 326 Americal Daily New Sheet Monday March 11, 1968
(Only the Americal Division news was transcribed from this issue)
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Continued partly cloudy with no significant weather change Tuesday.
Easterly winds at 5-10 knots per hour. Tuesday’s high 85. Low Tuesday
night 70.

————— AMERICAL (MIRACLE) DIVISION NEWS SUMMARIZED ------

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) - A 1lull in fighting was reported by Americal
division forces as they killed 18 enemy soldiers throughout southern I
Corps yesterday. Americal units reported one soldier killed and four
wounded and evacuated for treatment.

Increased action in Operation Muscatine accounted for ten enemy
killed, 16 suspects detained and five weapons captured. Other Americal
11th Brigade units killed one VC and detained nine suspects in action
near Duc Pho.

A company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry commanded by CPT Sario
Caravalho (Ewa Beach, Ha), operating near Quang Ngai killed four VC,
detained 12 suspects and captured three K-44s and an SKS rifle. The
company also discovered two tunnels, one of which contained three radios,
small arms ammunition, medical supplies, food and bedding. Other
elements of the 20th Infantry operating in the Duc Pho area detained
eight suspects yesterday.

An enemy soldier guarding a rice cache was killed yesterday afternoon
by a 3rd Battalion, 1lst Infantry company commanded by CPT Joe Rhinehart
(Canton, N.C.). The company discovered five large rice bins capable of
storing four tons of rice. The bins were destroyed seven miles northwest
of Duc Pho.

Other “Jungle Warrior” elements in the Duc Pho area detained one
suspect and captured three tons of rice.

A squad of engineers from a company of the 26th Engineer Battalion
found and destroyed a 105mm booby trapped round. The squad led by Sgt.
William Parks (Columbus, Ohio), discovered the booby trap five miles
northwest of Duc Pho.

Civil Affairs teams treated 91 Vietnamese in the 11th’s operational
area yesterday. Last week 904 civilian patients received medical
treatment from “Jungle Warrior” MEDCAP teams.

Units of Americal’s 196th participating in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa
accounted for five VC kills and the capture of one weapon and 2,200
pounds of rice.

A 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry company commanded by CPT Jose R.
Feliciano (Baltimore, Md) found nine 82mm mortar rounds and three boxes
of TNT while on a search and destroy mission. A few hours later they
discovered 20 cases (2,000 rounds) of 12.7 armor piercing ammunition, six
cases (1,800) rounds) of 7.62mm ammunition, 30 82mm mortar rounds, 20
Chicom hand grenades and three unidentified rockets.

CPT Robert E. Corrigan Jr. (Arlington, Va) commanding a 3rd Battalion,
21st Infantry company killed two VC and captured one K-44 rifle. Another
21st Infantry unit led by CPT James F. Humphries (Pacific Grove, Calif)
killed two VC.

A company of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry commanded by CPT Dan E.
Prapher (Lubbock, Tex) killed one VC who was carrying two Chicom hand
Grenades. CPT (AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS (Continued on Page 2 Column 1)



Vol. 3. No. 32 SATURDAY February 1, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

SUNDAY

Mostly cloudy with showers 1in the morning and afternoon.
Winds will be generally from the northeast at about 10 knots.
High temperature will be 80' with a low of 67'. Moon will
rise at 1835 hours and set at 0703 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 1IO)--Increased action behind the cordon of the
Batangan Peninsula, another encounter with a large NVA force, and
discovery of a weapons cache highlighted a busy day for Americal Division
forces in Operation Russell Beach and throughout southern I Corps
yesterday.

Americal units reported killing 15 NVA and 41 VC, finding two VC
bodies, detaining nine VC suspects, and capturing 29 weapons, 13 crew-
served.

* Kk kK

Americal and Marine elements killed 14 VC, found a VC body, and
captured an M-1 carbine in three incidents near the main cordon line and
three for to rear [sic].

H Trp., 17th Cav. engaged a large group of VC trying to escape behind
the cordon near the beach and killed 10 at 1425 hours seven miles east-
northeast of Quang Ngai City. At 1550, H Trp. killed another evading VC
and took the carbine.

Co. C, 4-3 Inf. found a VC killed within the previous 24 hours by
gunships seven miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

Some four miles ahead on the cordon, Marine Cos. L and M, 3-26 Regt.
accounted for the other VC kills. Co. M found the body of a VC killed by
small arms fire and , an hour later killed a VC in a firefight. At 2100,
Co. L engaged two VC on line and killed one.

In delayed Thursday reports, Marine Co. K, 3-26 Regt. found and
destroyed three tunnels in early afternoon on line, while Co. M located a
tunnel containing nine cattle. Co. B, 5-46 Inf. found and destroyed five
tunnels with cots and eating facilities yesterday, and Co. B, 4-3 Inf.
evacuated 5000 pounds of rice from well behind the line to a refugee
center.

Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn. yesterday brought its Russell Beach totals to
269 bunkers, 83115 meters of tunnels, 45 structures and 61 mines, dud
rounds, and booby traps destroyed.

Refugees processed off the peninsula now total 11,270, with 218
confirmed members of the VC infra-structure and 92 VC suspects. Through
the first 19 days of the operation, Americal units have killed 73 VC,
Marines 59, and ARVN 19.

Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, Co. C, 1-52 Inf. scrapped with
an unknown-size NVA force 10 miles south-west of Tam Ky. Nine NVA were
killed by air strikes Thursday at 1905, and five more died in an
artillery barrage yesterday at 1045.

Action Dbegan Thursday when Co. C. watched a large NVA force moving
toward its night perimeter and then received several 82mm mortar rounds.
Air strikes drove off the attackers. Artillery was called in yesterday

to kill five NVA seen running into a hootch. An AK-47 rifle was taken.
* kx Kk %
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AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, IO
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This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of
the IO, Americal Division APO 96374 as an authorized Army
publication. Views and opinions expressed are not
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Page 2 AMERICAL NEWS SHEET (Cont'd) Vol. 3 No. 41 MONDAY Feb.
10, 1969

Nine VC were killed in seven actions in the 196th Inf.
Bde. area where 3500 pounds of rice were found, and 68
refugees were relocated.

In Operation Fayette Canyon, Co. B, 2-1 Inf. killed a VC
26 1/2 miles west northwest of Tam Ky and, with Co. C, 2-1
Inf., moved the refugees in three groups from that area to An
Hoa.

A UH-1 helicopter of the 26th Engr. Bn., working with the
3-21 Inf., took ground fire and returned it to kill two VC 14
1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

The recon unit of the 1-46 Inf. found 3500 pounds of rice
in two caches in wooden crocks 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky.
Nearby, Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC and, 11 miles west of
Tam Ky, Co. B, 3-21 Inf. also killed a VC. Two miles beyond
the recon unit, Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed a VC.

The second platoon of F Trp., 17th Cav. killed two VC
after they threw a grenade out of a spider hole 25 miles
northwest of Tam Ky, and F Trp., 8th Cav. killed a VC 21
miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

* Kk Kk k%
Four Americal Division soldiers were killed, and
14 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.



Vol 3 No. 49 TUESDAY February 18, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

WEDNESDAY

Tomorrow's forecast calls for fair to partly cloudy skies.
Winds will be from the southeast at 5-15 knots. High
temperature will be about 87 with a low of about 70. Moon
rise will be at 0852 hours and will set at 2118 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)-- Combat action dropped to its
lowest level since last fall as Americal Division forces
engaged enemy troops only four times yesterday while allied
units operated under a 24-hour standdown throughout South
Vietnam.

The truce, which began at 1800 hours Sunday, put
Americal troops on the defensive yesterday, and only three
of six kills in southern I Corps were recorded during the
truce period. In one case, two VC initiated contact; in
the other, a VC body was found.

In addition to killing six VC, Americal units detained
a VC suspect, captured an M-1 carbine, found and destroyed
900 pounds of rice, and discovered evidence of enemy
telephone tapping.

****% Four VC were killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. aresa,
including three in Operation Vernon Lake II, and the
carbine taken.

At 1130, two VC shot at Co. D, 3-1 Inf., and were
killed in the return of small arms fire 12-1/2 miles
southwest of Quang Ngai. The carbine was captured along
with clothing, documents, a U.S. pistol belt, and canteen.
At 1825, Co. D detained a VC suspect digging a grave 11
miles southwest of Quang Ngai.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf., also operating in Vernon Lake II at
1130, found a VC killed by small arms fire within the
previous 24 hours 13 miles southwest of Quang Ngai.

At 1855, Co. D, 1-20 Inf. directed fire from Btry. C,
1-82 Arty. to kill one VC 15 miles south of Quang Ngai.

A "Shark" gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co.
destroyed 15 structures 4 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

***x* Twelve minutes after the truce expired, Co. C, 1-46
Inf. engaged four VC and killed two 20 miles northwest of
Tam Ky in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.



At 0800, the 1-46 recon unit found and destroyed 900
pounds of rice 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky and, at 1015,
Co. A, 26th Engr. Bn. found two land lines tapped with a
wire leading from the lines to a tin can positioned near
two foxholes in an area 12-1/2 miles north-west of Tam Ky.
**** No kills were reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area,
but units of the 1-6 Inf. and the 1-52 Inf. joined "Aero
Scouts" of the 123d Av. Bn. to find several enemy
fortifications and structures.

Co. B, 1-6 Inf. was plagued by sporadic automatic
weapons fire from an unknown-size enemy force throughout
the day as were helicopters working in the 198th area.

Nine miles south of Tam Ky, Co. B and "Aero Scout"
pilot 1LT Thomas O'Hara (Boston, Mass.) combined to find
nine fresh spider holes, a small group of VC, a newly-dug
tunnel, and a hole with five fighting positions.

1LT O'Hara, working with the 1-52 Inf. in the same
area, located new firing positions, two tunnels with nearby
bunkers, and six hootches under a canopy containing 40-50
rounds.

In the afternoon, "Aero Scout" pilot CW2 Allan-
Danforth (Birmingham, Ala.), working with 198th units west
of Chu Lai, spotted two camouflaged huts, two tunnels, and
an 8-by-10 hole with fighting positions.

**** (Continued on page 2)



Vol. 3 No. 61 SUNDAY March 2, 1969

MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER

When you're driving a Jjeep,

And the hill's a bit steep,

Shift to second or third and maintain a slow creep.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Three of the Americal Division's four
major operations--Vernon Lake II, Fayette Canyon, and Hardin Falls--
were terminated at midnight Friday, and statistics indicate unqualified
success in each.

Only Operation Russell Beach, now is a pacification phase,
continues into March in the effort to rid the Batangan Peninsula area
of VC influence and fortifications.

March debuted on the seventh day of the enemy offensive--a day on
which Americal units engaged the enemy 15 times and enemy forces
attacked three LZs, a night defensive position, a Special Forces camp,
and two district headquarters in southern I Corps.

Americal units reported killing five NVA and 39 VC, finding one
VC body, and capturing seven individual weapons.

* k k%

In the 11th Inf. Bde. area, Operation Vernon Lake II ended after
119 days of action involving units of the 3-1 and 4-21 Infs, which
pushed the 3d NVA Division out of its bastion southwest of Quang Ngai.
Eighty-one enemy base camps were discovered along with 121 tons of
rice, 1253 mortars, 196 rockets, and over 23,400 rounds of small arms
ammo .

Enemy casualties totaled 455 with 118 NVA killed and 34 found
dead, and 265 VC killed and 38 found dead. Six weapons were captured
and 17 enemy suspects were detained. Twenty-three Americal soldiers
were killed.

Eleven VC were killed in the 11th Bde. area yesterday as a UH-1
helicopter, working with the 3-1 Inf., found eight VC killed by 6-11
Arty. fire 18 miles southwest of Quang Ngai and E Trp., 1lst Cav. killed
three VC in two incidents six miles southwest of Quang Ngai and five
miles northwest of Duc Pho.

On a perimeter sweep a mile east of Duc Pho, Hg. Co., 1-20 Inf.
found a .38-cal. pistol hidden under a rock.

Co. D, 4-21 Inf. found and destroyed 31 bunkers and 30 spider
holes in three incidents 8-1/2 miles southwest of Quang Ngai.

* k k%

Operation Fayette Canyon, which joined units of the 196th Inf.
Bde.'s 2-1 and 4-31 battalions and the 198th Inf. Bde.'s 1-46
battalion, finished with an outstanding kill ratio.

Begun Dec. 15 in the region of an NVA-dominated hill 25 miles
northwest of Tam Ky, Fayette Canyon killed 327 enemy soldiers--173 NVA
killed and 65 found dead, and 84 VC killed and five found dead. Two
Americal soldiers were killed.

Destroyed in the operation were 535 bunkers and 421 huts, while
70 weapons, including 14 crew-served, were captured.

Action in the 196th area yesterday was a repeat of the previous
two days for Co. A, 1-46 Inf. which killed two NVA and four VC in five
encounters 17-1/2-20-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Co. A killed seven
VC Thursday and six Friday.

Other 196th units killed three NVA and 11 VC, found the VC body,
and captured three weapons yesterday.



An observation post of 2-1 Inf. called artillery on a large VC
group 22-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky to kill eight. In separate
incidents, Co. A, 2-1 Inf. killed an NVA and captured an M-2 carbine
and Co. B, 2-1 took an AK-47 rifle, and an M-1 carbine 18 and 18-1/2
miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

A UH-1 helicopter of the 26th Engr. Bn. was successful in only
its second reported major contact with enemy forces in two months. The
chopper killed two NVA 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed two VC 24 miles west of Tam Ky, and the
4-31 recon unit killed a VC 1-1/2 miles nearer Tam Ky.

(Cont'd on page 2)
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Vol. 3 No. 85 Wednesday March 26, 1969
MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER
AMERTCAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was light most of the
day in the southern I Corps yesterday.

Americal Division units reported 16 VC killed, four
NVA bodies discovered, five suspects detained, and ten

weapons, two crew-served, captured.
* kx k%

In Operation Russell Beach Tuesday, the nearly 12,000
refugees who were evacuated during the early phases of the
operation returned to the Batangan Peninsula.

The move began on March 14 when the first refugees
departed the CHIC (Combined Holding and Interrogation
Center) outside of Quang Ngai, in sampans, trucks and
helicopters.

The village and hamlet sites on the peninsula were
secured by two Regional Force companies as well as Americal
Division soldiers from the 198th Inf. Bde.'s 5-46 Inf.

The people will be living in temporary lean-tos on new
village sites prepared by Americal's 26th Engr. Bn. until
they can build their new homes with the division's help.

The rebuilding in the vicinities of the old wvillages

is part of the final phase of the operation.
* k& &



Volume 3 No. 198 Americal Daily New Sheet Thursday July 17,
1969

*x kX Kk Xx %

IRON MOUNTAIN—LZ Bronco, headquarters for the 11th Inf. Bde.,
was the target of an NVA sapper team at 0230 hours yesterday.
CPT Barry Gasdek (Loyalhanna, Pa.), base defense officer
at LZ Bronco, said, “Ground radar picked up enemy movement,
but it was too close for artillery strikes, so we fired
approximately 900 rounds of 4.2mm mortar fire at them.”

SP4 James C. Dawson (Charlotte, Tenn.) was manning the
gate bunker when he saw two enemy approaching.

“They were walking down the road towards our bunker when
myself and the other guy in the bunker opened up on them,” he
said.

At dawn, two NVA were found dead lying a short distance
from the bunker.

PFC Hugh T. Brown (Riverside, Calif.) and SGT Roselina

Pizzillo (North Arlington, N.J.) were on guard in a bunker
nearby.

“I heard movement to our front and fired at it,” stated
SGT Pizzillo. “When I fired, the noise stopped.”

A short while later, Pizzillo and Brown received AK-47
fire. The two guards and APC’s from E Trp., 1lst Cav., who
were patrolling nearby, fired on the position and silenced
the enemy fire.

A search of the area at dawn revealed the bodies of four
NVA soldiers and two AK-47's and AK-50's.

Elsewhere in the 1l1th Bde AO, “Warlords” of B Co., 123rd
Avn. Bn., spotted an NVA dressed in a green uniform trying to
run towards a spider hole.

He was taken under fire and killed. The action took place
six miles south of Duc Pho.

The Command and Control helicopter of the 26th Engr. Bn
received small arms fire six miles west of Quang Ngai City.
The ship returned fire and killed one VC. [This would have
been A/123rd Avn Bn. C&C mission]

C Co., 3-1 1Inf found three NVA bodies seven miles
southwest of Duc Pho. Two had been killed by artillery and
were two weeks old. The third had been killed by airstrikes
and was less than 48 hours old.




This is an excerpt from a report on Operation Vance Canyon.

B/26th Engineers provided one platoon to aid in the construction of fire support
bases vic BS4581 and BS3080.



This is an excerpt from a report on Operation Burlington Trail.

Team A, Troop A plus one platoon of C Troop, was
given the primary mission of opening Route 533. On 9
April, the ACAV's of Team A left their base camp (BT
215315) at 0600H and moved south. The heavy element of
Team A, M48A3 tanks, M88 VIR's, M60 1A AVLB's, left TAM
KY and moved west along Route 533. The two elements of
Team A accomplished a link up on Route 533 (BT 235176).
Coordination was made with the 1-16th ARVN, and at 1524H
Team A, 1-6th ARVN, and 2d platoon, D Co, 26th Engineer
moved to a bridge site at BT 211167. The remainder of
the day was spent on improving the site. C Troop (-)
moved out to conduct an area recon vicinity BT 197183.
Contact was made at 1630H and artillery, gunships, and
TAG air were called in support. The results of the
engagement were 25 VC KIA, 7 IWC, 1 CSWC. C Troop (-)
had one soldier wounded. The VC proved to be from the
72d LF Battalion.



This is an excerpt from Operation Frederick Hill:

(March 1969-March 1970)

2. (C) Engineer: Operation FREDERICK HILL gave A Co, 26th
Engr Bn the opportunity of demonstrate the versatility of the
engineers in a combat environment. During the operation,
engineer support ranged from combat support in the jungle to
firebase construction. The direct support engineer company
was also involved in road improvement and upgrade, amphibious
river crossings, demolition, and expedient bridge
construction.

a. When the Bde moved from LZ BALDY to HAWK HILL, the new
firebase was built by the engineers. In six months, over 200
bunkers were built and all the firebase facilities were
completed. LZ MARYANN was opened in Feb-ruary, 1970. This
firebase was originally opened only for a short while but
marked the beginning of a new series of firebases. In June,
1970, LZ MARYANN was reopened, expanded, and developed into a
permanent firebase.

b. July, 1970 saw the engineers involved in the reopening
of the Kham Duc airstrip. A/26 Engr, with a small element of
the Navy Seabees, was assigned the task of clearing and
repairing 5000 feet of runway in six days. This mission was
successfully accomplished and through daily repair the air-
strip maintained a continual operational status.

C. After Kham Duc, many temporary firebases were opened
and reopened. Mine sweeps and clearing operations were
conducted on LZs JUDY, MELLON, BOXER, KC JONES, and SHIRLEY.
In addition, many one and two ship LZs and PZs were cut
throughout the TAOI. A/26 Engr continued to make
improvements of LZs WEST, CENTER, AND SIBERIA. Some of these
improvements were the construction of new bunkers, mess
facilities, hot shower areas, maintenance of old bunkers, and
technical assistance on installation of improved tactical
wire.

d. The direct support engineer company provided support
on other wvarious types of missions. In December, 1970, A and
E/26 Engr provided the operators and boats for an amphibious
operation. Elements of 4-31 Inf were transported up and down
river 1in operations in the GORGE area. Throughout FREDERICK
HILL, demolition support was continually provided to the
brigade. EOD teams supported the S-5 Volunteer Informant
Program (VIP) and performed other EOD missions throughout the
area.



SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30
April 1968. (Americal Division)

5. Engineer. Primary engineer effort in the Americal Division AO (Area
of Operations) was directed at LOC (Lines of Communications) maintenance,

Page 43
AVDF-CG 7 May 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1968.
(RCS-CSFOR-65) (RI) (U).
repair, and new construction.

a. Route 1 had primary emphasis with four Engineer battalions commit-
ted to the road.

(1) 19th Engr Bn: Southern I/II Corps boundry[sic] to BS756496.

(2) 39th Engr Bn (DS Americal Div): BS 756496 to BS 695635 and
from BS 643733 to Chu Lai main gate.

(3) 104th ARVN Engr Bn: BS 695635 to BS 643733.

(4) 9th Engr Bn, SMC: Chu Lai main gate to North edge of
Americal Division AO.

b. The road from Thang Binh to LZ Colt, BT 175418 to BT 114375, re-
spectively, was opened by 39th Engineer Battalion; completion date 6
April 1968.

c. The road from Route 1 to Thon Nai BT 248255 was opened by
26th Engineer Battalion.

d. The road from Tam Ky, BT312822, to Tien Phuoc, BT 118142, was
opened as a pioneer road in support of operation Burlington Trail by 26th
Engineer Battalion. the 39th Engineer Battalion is now in the process of
upgrading this road.

e. All LOC's in Americal AO have remained enemy targets for inter-
diction. The majority of below listed incidents occurred during the TET
Offensive, during period 1-29 February 1968:

1) Road mines: 136

2) Bridges destroyed: 19

3) Culverts destroyed: 51

4) Road craters or trenches: 41

—~ e~~~



AVDF-CG Americal Division 8 February 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31
January 1968 (RCS-CSFOR-65) (U)

5. ENGINEER.

a. Throughout the reporting period, the major
portion of engineer effort was engaged in the minesweeping,
repair and maintenance of Highway 1.

During the first part of the reporting period there were four
battalions engaged in work on Highway 1. The battalions were
the 19th Engr Bn (Cbt), the 39th Engr Bn (CBT), the 9th Mobil
Navy Construction Bn, and the 9th - Engr Bn (Mar). On 20
January 1968, the 18th Engr Bde accepted responsibil-ity for
Highway 1 to the CHU LAI main gate. At the end of the
reporting period, the responsibility for the repair and
maintenance of the highway rested with the 19th, 39th, and
9th Engineer Battalions. The 26th Engineer Battalion--the
Americal Division Battalion, had a portion of the mine-
sweeping responsibility.

b. Enemy activity along Highway 1 was heavy during the
reporting period. Fourteen bridges were badly damaged or
destroyed by demolitions or fire, thirty-four culverts were
blown with demolitions, and twenty-two craters or hand-dug
trenches were made in the road. Even though the enemy
activity on the road was high, the road was not closed for an
entire day during the reporting period. The destroyed
bridges or culverts were usually discovered by the early
morning reconnaissance overflight or by

Page 30
AVDF-CG 8 February
1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31
January 1968 (RCS-CSFOR-65) (U)
minesweep teams. The road was usually open for traffice

[sic] again by 1200 hours and was, 1in all cases, open for
traffice [sic] before nightfall.

C. One major east-west road was opened during the
reporting period. Companies A and D, 39th Engr Bn, opened 22
kilometers of Route 535 from Highway 1 to LZ ROSS. This task
was accomplished during the period 13 December 1967 to 30
January 1968.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31
July 1968 (Americal Division)

(RCS-CSFOR-65) (RI) (U)

excerpt from the Chemical section of this report.
c. Operations:

(1) During the period 29 May through 4 June, a 5 man
team from the Division Chemical Section assisted the 26th
Engineer Battalion in defoliation of their portion of the Chu
Lai Defense Command (CLDC) perimeter.

5. Engineer.

a. Primary engineer effort in the Americal Division
AO continues to be directed toward operational support of the
Division maneuver elements. Supporting engineer units have a
high percentage of effort committed to LOC improvement.
(1) Route 1 has primary emphasis with four
Engineer Battalions committed to the road.
(a) 19th Engr Bn: South I Corps boundary to
BS7566946.
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(b) 39th Engr Bn (DS Americal Division):
BS756496 to BS695635 and from BS643733 to Chu Lai Main Gate.
(c) 104th ARVN Engr Bn: BS965635 to BS643733.

(d) 9th Engr Bn, USMC: Chu Lai Main Gate to
north edge of Americal AO.
(2) Route 1 from Chu Lai to Northern Boundary of

Division AO upgraded to 2 lane class 60 traffic Dby
construction of the following bridges:

(a) BT379174-270" steel stringer, timber pile
bent, reinforced concrete abutments, class 60.

(b) BT430109-228' steel stringer, timber pile
bent, reinforced concrete abutments, class 60.

(c) BT498066-300"'" steel stringer, timber pile
bent, timber pile abutment, class 60.



(3) Road from LZ Baldy, BT132453, to LZ Ross,
BT027342, is being upgraded by the Divisonal battalion (26th
Engineer Battalion).

(4) Road from LZ Ross, BT027342, to AT920250 has
been opened as a pioneer road in support of operation

Pocahontas Forest by the 26th Engr Bn.

(5) Road from Tam Ky, BT318222 to Tien Phuoc,
BT118142, is being upgraded by the 39th Engr Bn.

b. All LOC's 1in Americal Division AO remained enemy
targets for interdiction.

(1) Road mines - 188.
(2) Bridges destroyed - 3.
(3) Culverts destroyed - 24.

(4) Road craters or trenches - 7.
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October 1969.

Operation Geneva Park......

On 13 August (1969), 1-52 Infantry with 26th Engineers and
6th ARVN Engineers began a land clearing operation north of
the Song Tra Khuc (River) vicinity of BS5476.

On 12 August, FSB Dottie (vicinity BS630855) with 2/6 ARVN
Battalion, A/lst Squadron 1lst Cavalry, B/26th Engineers, D/3-
82 Arty and A/1-14 Arty in a night defensive posture received
an unknown number and type of mortar rounds plus a sapper
attack that was successfully repelled with 2/6 ARVN Battalion
accounting for 16 of the 20 VC KIA and capturing 8 individual
weapons. Americal Division losses were 4 US WIA(E).

4., (C) Training

b. The 26th Engineer Battalion conducted a three week
Engineer Equipment Maintenance Course for six EM of the 2d
ARVN Engr Bn. Future programs will include an officer and
NCO on the job training program in the Battalion S3 office
for a period of three days, to familiarize ARVN leaders with
US operations. Another future program is a maintenance on
the Job training program which will employ ARVN Engineer
mechanics in the 26th Engr Bn motor pool to familiarize them
with operation and maintenance of engineer equipment.



9. Engineer

a. Activities for the quarter (1 August to 31 October
1969) consisted of organic engineers devoting primary effort
to direct combat support of the Americal Division while
nondivisional units devoted primary effort to improvement of
QL1 (LOC) and operational support construction.

b. QL1 continues to receive the priority horizontal
effort in the Americal TAOI with two engineer battalions
fully committed and on engineer battalion partially committed

to restoration of QLI1. Engineer battalion dispositions
within the TAOI were substantially changed during the
reporting period. One nondivisional Dbattalion has been

relocated out of the Americal TAOI and a Seabee Battalion
(MCB 58) was replaced with another Seabee Battalion (MCB 7).

(1) The 19th Engineer Battalion (Combat) and the attached
73d Engineer Company (Construction Support) were displaced to
IT Corps Tactical Zone during the reporting period. Before
their departure, the units devoted primary effort to
upgrading and paving QL1 from I/II Corps border to Duc Pho
vic BS806378.

(2) The 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat), augmented by
the b51l1th Engineer Company (panel Bridge) and the 137th
Engineer Company (Light
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Equipment), devoted primary effort toward upgrading QL1 (less
paving) from Quang Ngai (BS647723) to Mo Duc (BS733543) and
upgrading and paving QL1 from Mo Duc to Duc Pho.

(3) Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 58 (MCB 58)
departed Chu Lai for Conus on 12 October 1969. MCB performed
QL1 maintenance from Binh Son (BS596921) to the Chu Lai Main
Gate (BT520044).

(4) Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 7 (MCB7) replaced
MCB 58 and assumed its maintenance responsibilities on QLI1.

(5) The 9th Engineer Battalion, Fleet Marine Force (FMF),
devoted primary effort toward upgrading and paving QL1 from
Chu Lai Main Gate to the Song Ba Ren River (BT702510).

(6) The 104th Engineer Battalion (Combat) ARVN provided
limited assistance to the 9th and 39th Engineer Battalions

for QL1 restoration.

(7) RMK/BRJ Contractors completed paving QL1 from Quang
Ngai to Mo Duc.

c. Engineer operations in the TAOI consisted generally of
the following:

(1) The 19th Engineer Battalion Combat, until 14
September 1969, devoted maximum effort to minesweeping,
upgrading, and maintaining and paving QL1 as specified in
paragraph 9b(l) above. Their disposition is as follows:

(a) HHC (Forward): LZ DEBBRIE.

(b) HHC (Rear) : LZ HIGHBOY.

(c) 1st and 2d Platoons, Company A: LZ CHARLIE BROWN.

(d) A Company (-): LZ HIGHBOY.

(e) B Company: LZ DEBRBIE.



(f) C Company: LZ HIGHBOY.

(g) D Company: LZ DEBBIE.

(h) 73d Engineer Company (CS): LZ HIGHBOY.

(2) Subsequent to completing paving from the 1/II CTZ
boundary to Duc Pho, the battalion executed a phased move to
IT CTZ. The Battalion (-) departed the Americal TAOI on 14

September 1969 and company C, 19th Engineer Battalion was
placed under OPCON of the 39th Engineer Battalion. The 73d
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Engineer Company (CS) was attached to the 39th Engineer
Battalion on the same date. The two companies continued to
operate the quarry, crushers, and asphalt plant at LZ HIGHBOY
in support of the 39th Engineer Battalion paving operations
north of Duc Pho. On 10 October 1969, LZ HIGHBOY was closed
and the two companies rejoined the 19th Engineer Battalion.

(3) The portion of QL1 from I/II CTZ boundary to Duc Pho
was turned over to the senior advisor to Danang Highway
District for further turnover to the RVN Ministry of Public
Works on 14 October 1969.

(4) The 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat) was mainly
committed to minesweeping, upgrading QL1 from Quang Ngai to
Mo Duc and minesweeping, upgrading and paving QL1 from Mo Duc
to Duc Pho. The battalion had completed all subbase work and
had completed the base course work except for the 2.5
kilometers between map coordinates BS771461 and BS7890439.
However, the rains of 29-30 October 1969 caused such
extensive damage to base course that all the unpaved portion
(6.3 kilometers) will need additional base course.

(a) The battalion continued to minesweep and make
tactical repairs on QL1 between Binh Son and Quang Ngai.

(b) Upon the departure of the remainder of the 19th
Engineer Dbattalion, the 39th Engineer Battalion assumed
responsibility for minesweep and tactical repairs from Duc
Pho to I/II CTZ boundary.

(c) The battalion repaired sections of QL1 in its area of
responsibility which were damaged by the floods resulting
from the rains of 1-14 October 1969.

(d) The battalion also contributed a platoon (10 dozers
and 18 dozer operators) to the ©Land Clearing Company
(Provisional), the activities of which are described 1in
paragraph c(9) below.

(e) The battalion's disposition at the end of the
reporting period was as follows:



1. HHC, A, D, and 511th Engineer Company (PB): Chu Lai.

2. Company B: LZ DOTTIE.

3. Company C and the 137th Engineer Company (LE): LZ MAX.
(5) The 9th Engineer Battalion, FMF continued to

minesweep, upgrade, maintain and pave QL1 between Chu Lai and
the Song Ba Ren River. At the end of the reporting period,
paving was completed from Chu Lai to map coordinates BT
207375.
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(a) During the period 1-20 October 1969, the battalion
commenced repairing the very extensive damage from flood
waters resulting from the heavy rains which fell during the
period 1-14 October 1969.

(b) The battalion furnished the command element and one
platoon (14 dozers and 28 dozer operators) for the Land
Clearing Company (Provisional), the activities of which are
described in paragraph c(9) below.

(c) The Battalion furnished three platoons in support of
living -bunker construction at LZ HAWK HILL.

(d) The disposition of the battalion at the end of the
period was as follows:

1. HHC, Service Company, Company B (-), and Company C (-
) : Chu Lai.

2. One platoon, Company B: Tam Ky.

[

Company A; BT199389.

[

Company D: (=) BT135453 and one platoon BT108428.

(6) The 104th Engineer Battalion (Combat) ARVN supported
LOC restoration by committing effort on QL1 constructing

bridges south of Quang Ngai. They continued to minesweep and
maintain Rt 533 from Tam Ky to Tien Phouc on an "as required"
basis. The battalion cooperated with the 26th Engineer

Battalion in the construction of bridges on the high priority
road now being built between Mo Duc and Hill 43 to the east.

(7) RMK/BRJ Contractor completed paving QL1 from Quang
Ngai to Mo Duc, produced base course aggregate, asphaltic
concrete and ready mix concrete during the period.

(8) MCB 58/7 is tasked with maintenance of QL1 between
Chu Lai and Binh Son, Dbase construction at Chu Lai,
rehabilitation of airfields at isolated Special Forces Camps
and providing air-mobile equipment in support of 26th



Engineer Battalion.

(9) The Land Clearing Company (Provisional) was formed
from assets within I CTZ and placed in direct support of the
Americal Division. The company consists of a platoon of Army
Bulldozers (10 -D7E) and a platoon of marine bulldozers (14 -
Eimco). The Land Clearing Company has been employed in both
Quang Tin and Quang Ngai Provinces. To date the company has
cleared 243 square kilometers of land and destroyed 1166
bunkers.

(10) 26th Engineer Battalion (Combat):
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(a) The disposition of the battalion at the end of the
period was as follows:

1. HHC: Chu Lai.

2. Company A: LZ HAWK HILL (BT230315).

3. Company B: LZ BAYONET (BT549014).

4. Company C: LZ BRONCO (BS813385).

5. Company D and E: LZ FAT CITY (BT435077).

(b) Relocation of the 196th Infantry Brigade: The 196th
Brigade relocated from LZ BALDY to LZ HAWK HILL during the
period. Company A, assisted by three platoons from the 9th
Engineer Battalion and one platoon from Company B, 26th
Engineer Battalion, constructed the fighting bunkers , living
bunkers, and all other related facilities for the 196th
Infantry Brigade and supporting units. On 20 August, Company
A sent one platoon to LZ HAWK HILL to begin the construction
of the bunkers. The remainder of the company was displaced
by the end of August. Company A completed the majority of
the structures on LZ HAWK HILL by 15 October and at that time
the 196th Brigade displaced from LZ BALDY to LZ HAWK HILL.
To date, the following have been constructed:

1. 182-20'32' Living Bunkers.
2. 34-8'x8' Fighting Bunkers.
3. 1-60"'x80" Brigade TOC.

4. 1-Hospital Bunker.

5. 1-FDC Bunker.

6. 2-Mess Halls.

(c) Relocation of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry: Company
D was tasked to accomplish the horizontal construction for



the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry Base Camp which was relocated
from LZ HAWK HILL to the southwest corner of Chu Lai.
Project started 10 August 1969 and consisted of constructing
administrative roads, tank trails, and hardstands for troops
and maintenance areas. Since the start of the project 50084
cubic yards of laterite, 5209 cubic yards of 2" (=) base rock,
and 161 cubic yards of blast rock have been hauled into the

area.
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(d) Horseshoe Land Clearing Operation: The land clearing
in the Horseshoe area was going on during the last reporting
period and was therefore reported in the last Operations
Report. Company B continued the operation of clearing a
series of villages along the north side of the Tra Khuc River
west of Quang Ngai until heavy rains forced them out of the
area on 27 September 1969. The operation started with four
D7E dozers, and one CEV, and security from the 1st Battalion,
52d Infantry and the 1lst Squadron, 1lst Cavalry. Mines were
frequently encountered and three dozers and an M48 tank were
combat losses because of mines. The combat engineer support
for the clearing operation was performed by the 2d ARVN
Engineer Battalion. Through the combined efforts of the US
and ARVN Engineers, 2.1 square kilometers of land were
cleared and 462 enemy bunkers destroyed.

(e) Pinkville Land Clearing Operation: An area east of
Quang Ngai along the south China Sea (BS37791) was designated
by the Quang Ngai Province Chief and the 198th Infantry
Brigade to be cleared. The operation started on 1 August and
was completed on 24 August 1969. This was truly a Jjoint US
and ARVN effort with the bulldozers being provided by Company
B, 26th Engineer Battalion, the 39th Engineer Battalion, and
the 104th ARVN Engineer Battalion. The combat engineer
support was from the 104th ARVN Engineer Battalion and
security forces were from the 6th ARVN Infantry Regiment.
This area was heavily mined and the ARVN Engineers round and
destroyed numerous mines and boobytraps. The ARVN security
element sustained one KIA and four WIA and the US engineers
had one WIA. Several dozers were damaged by mines with one
dozer blade a complete loss. 2.5 square kilometers of land
were cleared and 57 enemy bunkers destroyed.

(f) Tien Phouc Opening (Route 533): The Battalion was
tasked to minesweep and repair Route 533 for passage of five
convoys during the reporting period. The concept of
operation for each road opening was to insert sweep teams the
day before at Tien Phouc and LZ YOUNG (BT182146). The team
at Tien Phouc sweeps east, the two teams at LZ YOUNG sweep
both east and west and the team from Tam Ky sweeps west and
carries the bridging and AVLB's. Company D provided the



minesweep teams and Company E provided the AVLB and tactical
bridging for all road openings. On 15 August 1969 the road

was opened for an artillery convoy at 12530 hours. There
were no casualties or damage to equipment. Security was
provided by RF/PF's, ARVN CIDG and C Troop, lst Squadron, 1lst
Cavalry. On 23 August 1969 the road was opened at 1330
hours. Security was supplied by the same as above except
that F Troop, 1lst Sqguadron, 17th Cavalry replaced C Troop,
1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry. There were two WIA from

semiautomatic weapons fire and negative damage to equipment.
On 20 September work began on the road so that convoys could
be passed on 22, 24, and 26 September. On 20 September the
security element, C Troop, 1lst Squadron, 1lst Cavalry, and a
bridge crew from Company E came under mortar, RPG, and small
arms fire. The security force had three WIA and one APC
damaged. On 22 September the road was opened at 1100 hours.
Two Vietnamese civilians were killed by a mine that
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was placed under the end ramp of a dry span bridge. The
final opening on Route 533 during the period occurred on 26
September 1969. The road was opened at 1000 hours. One

member of the security force was KIA when he detonated an
explosive placed under the dry span bridge and one member of
the sweep team was WIA by semiautomatic weapons fire. During
the last three openings two AVLB's were launched and three
M4T6 dry spans had to be secured 24 hours a day during the
period 22-26 September 1969.

(g) . Minh Long Road Opening (Route 516/517): Company C
was tasked to open the Minh Long Road on 18 August 1969. The
concept of operation was to insert a sweep team at Minh Long
to sweep northeast and a team at Quang Ngai to sweep
southwest. Security forces were provided by the 11th
Infantry Brigade, CIDG, and ARVN. The road was opened at
1330 hours and there were no casualties or damage on the
operation. Purpose of opening was to move MCB 58's equipment
into Minh Long to repair the air strip at that location. On
1 October 1969 the road was again opened to bring the
equipment out. The road was opened at 1130 hours and there
were no casualties or damage to equipment. 11th Brigade
provided all of the security for the opening. One 155mm
round emplaced as a mine, one booby trapped hand grenade and
on 20mm dud were found and blown in place.

(h) LZ 4-11 Road Opening (Route 518): On 11 September
1969 Company C was tasked to open Route 518 from Quang Ngai
airfield to FSB 4-111 so that the land Clearing Company
could move 1into the Horseshoe. The road was open at 1100
hours. There were no casualties and negative damage to
equipment. Security was provided by 1lth Brigade. On 28
September 1969, Company C was tasked to open Route 518 from
Quang Ngail airfield to FSB 4-11 for the land Clearing Company
(Provisional) convoy. While attempting to blow a mine in
place, the mine detonated resulting in three KIA and one WIA.
The road was opened at 1130 hours.

(1) Fire Base Support: Commitment of engineer effort to
fire support base (FSB) construction/closure continued to be
extensive throughout the TAOI. MCB 58 and MCB 7 assisted the



26th Engineer Battalion by providing airmobile equipment and
operators when the battalion's assets were insufficient to
accomplish assigned tasks in a timely fashion. The following
FSB's received engineer support consisting of clearing fields
of fire, construction of bunkers, artillery positions,
heliports, sumps and roads, LZ's WEST, CENTER, SIBERIA,
PROFESSIONAL, PARADISE, MINUTEMAN, STINSON, SAN JUAN HILL,
and LZ BOXER which was reopened and closed.

(j) Bridging Operations: The 26th Engineer Battalion was
engaged in four bridging operations during the period. Most
of the bridging effort involved repairing the flood damage to
QL1 caused by the rains from 1-14 October 1969. The
Battalion received three additional sets of Bailey Bridge,
two Bridge Erection Boats, and two Armored Vehicular Launched
Bridges during the period. Bridging operations are shown in
chronological order below:
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1. On 13 August an AVLB was emplaced over a damaged
timber trestle bridge (QL1-403) while an M4T6 Float Bridge
was constructed as a bypass. The AVLB was removed upon

completion of the bypass and bridge repair work commenced.

2. Company E, 26th Engineer Battalion, and Company C, 39th
Engineer Battalion removed the M4T6 Float Bridge from the
bypass of Bridge QL1-403 on 20 August 1969.

3. From 8 to 10 October Company E erected a 150 Double
Bailey Bridge at BT207378 to span a washout on QL1. The 9th
Engineer Battalion, FMF, completed the bypass around the
Bridge on 25 October and the Bailey was removed.

4. On 13-17 October 1969 Company E launched and retrieved
an AVLB daily in order to keep a washed out bypass open at
BS638781. On 17 October the AVLB was replaced by a 45 foot
M4T6 Dry Span. Security was provided by RF/PF's.

d. QL1 paving completed at the end of the reporting
period is as follows:

(1) I/II Corps border (BS909149) north to BS792413.
(2) BS774455 north to BT207377.

(3) There are approximately 15 kilometers of two lane
road that remain to be paved in the Americal TAOI.

e. LOC interdictions continued to be a problem during the
period.

(1) Casualties/damage by mines and other LOC
interdictions follows:

INCIDENTS ROADS
QL1 535 533
516/517 518
Vehicles
Combat Loss 3

VN Vehicles 1



Personnel
WIA (US)

WIA (VN)
KIA (US)

KIA (VN)
Total Mine Incidents
3
Road Barriers
Culverts Blown
Bridges Blown

30

36
64

43
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(2) During the period major bridges received damage as
follows:
BRIDGE NO COORDINATES DATE
DAMAGE

409 BS691646 12 Aug 69 South bound lane had hole
blown in deck

403 BS736533 12 Aug 69 Five holes blown in deck

and pile bent
cap damaged.

406 BS706618 17 Aug 69 Four stringers, one pile,
and north abut- ment
blown.

435 BS219359 14 Sep 69 Southeast abutment blown.

(a) QL1-409 was never closed to traffic. The hole

blown did not interfere with one lane traffic.

(b) QL-403 was reopened to traffic by first launching
an AVLB across the blown bridge while a M4T6 Float Bridge was
being constructed as a bypass. The bridge was repaired on 19
August and the Float Bridge was removed on 20 August 1969.

(c) QL1-406 was opened to traffic by upgrading the
bypass.

(d) QL1-435 continued to pass one way traffic.
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Change of Command excerpt:

9) 26th Engr Bn. LTC H. V. Dutchyshyn assumed command from LTC D. R.
Swygert on 8 Mar 70.

9. (C) Engineer

a. Activities for the period 1 February to 30 April 1970, consisted of divisional
engineer efforts directed to the support of the Americal Division while non-divisional
units devoted primary effort to the improvement of QLl1. One change in engineer troop
disposition occurred during the reporting period. The 9th Engineer Battalion (USMC)
was redeployed to Da Nang.

(1) The 26th Engineer Battalion provided tactical bridge support for the
restoration and upgrading of QL1 within the TAOI.

(2) The 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat), augmented by the 511th Engineer Company
(Panel Bridge) and the 137th Engineer Company (Light Equipment), devoted primary
effort toward wupgrading and paving QL1 from Mo Duc (BS740525) +to FSB Debbie
(BS8733277), and providing excellent maintenance from I/II Corps border (BS907150) to
Binh Son (BS601920).

(3) Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 7 (MCB 7) performed expedient maintenance
on QL1 from Binh Son (BS601920) to the Chu Lai Main Gate (BT520044) and as far north
as BT145460 after the 9th Engineer Battalion (USMC) redeployed to Da Nang.

(4) The 9th Engineer Battalion, Fleet Marine Force (FMF), devoted primary effort
toward upgrading and maintenance of QL1 from Chu Lai to BT145460 until 21 March 1970.
For the remainder of the period they provided haul support for MCB 7 on QL1 North
construction and maintenance from Tam Ky to the end of the paved portion.

(5) Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit 301 (CBMMU 301) supplied mineral
products for engineer construction throughout the TAOI and performed the R&U support
for Chu Lai Base.

c. Engineer operations in the TAOI consisted generally of the following:

(1) The 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat) :

(2) In addition to the maintenance and upgrading of QL1l, the
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Battalion was committed to minesweeping from Chu Lai (BT54344036) to Duc Pho
(BT807378) and provided support for the 11th Infantry Brigade from Duc Pho to I/II
Corps border (BS908149). The Battalion completed the restoration of QL1 from Mo Duc
to Duc Pho on 24 February 1970. The restoration of that portion between Duc Pho and
FSB Debbie was completed 15 April 1970.

(b) The Battalion upgraded and paved the access road between QL1 and FSB Liz,
approximately 3 km in length.

(c) The Battalion commenced the upgrade of three (3) roads in the FY 70 secondary
LOC Program during the period: QL1 to Ha Thanh, QL1 to FSB 411, and QL1 to Tien Phuoc
(LTL 5b, HL 518, and HL 533, respectively). In addition to these roads the Battalion

was Jjointly tasked to provide material support for the 10 ARVN Group to construct HL
529 (QL1 to Tra Bong).

(d) The Battalion supported the Americal Division with bunker construction at FSB
West, Center, Fat City, Hawk Hill, and LZ Dragon.
(e) . The Battalion completed construction of fifty SEA-huts, three

mess halls (2000 sgq ft area each) and accompanying utilities for 1-1 Cav cantonment
areas.

(f) The Battalion completed construction of a timber bridge at BS6333811 on QLI1.
Reconstruction two concrete pier bridges on QL1 was started at the Long Go Ma
(BS691647) and the Song Ve (BS695036) .

(g) During this reporting period the battalion started the rehabilitation of the
airfield at Tien Phuoc.

(h) The Battalion acquired a rock crusher during the period and started producing
rock from the primary crusher 24 March 1970.

(1) The Battalion also exerted a considerable effort toward culvert construction
and repair from Chu Lai to Quang Ngai.

(3) The Battalion also exerted a considerable effort toward culvert construction
and repair from Chu Lai to Quang Ngai.

(3) The Battalion contributed a platoon (9 dozers and 17 dozer operators) to the

Land Clearing Company (Provisional).
(k) The Battalion's disposition at the end of the reporting period was as follows:
1. HHC, A(-), C, D(-) 5111 Engineer Company (PB), 137th Engineer Company (LE) (-):
Chu Lai.
2. B Co: FSB Dottie
40
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3. 2 Platoons A Co: FSB Snoopy

4. 1 platoon each, D Co and 137th Engineer (LE): Tien Phuoc

(2) 9th Engineer Battalion, FMF:

(a) The Battalion continued to minesweep, upgrade and maintain QL1 from BT520044
to FSB Baldy (BT133453).

(b) During the month of February the battalion hauled over 8,750 cy of various
mineral products for maintenance and upgrade of QL1 and Route 535 from FSB Baldy to
FSB Ross (BT025345). Although Route 535 is outside the Americal Division's TAOI, it
is important because it leads to the strategic Hiep Duc District.

(c) The Battalion furnished the command element and one platoon (14 dozers and 28
dozer operators) for the Land Clearing Company (Provisional).

(d) The Battalion relocated its Headquarters and the major portion of its assets

to Da Nang the first part of March.
(e) The disposition of the battalion at the end of the period was as follows:

1. HHC, Service Company, Company C(-): Da Nang

2. Company B: Hill 10

3. Company D: Hill 63

4. Company A: Hawaii

5. 2 platoons of Company C: 9th Engineer Compound in Chu Lai

(3) Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 7 (MCB 7):

(a) The Battalion constructed 7,102 linear feet of revetment for 91st Medivac
Hospital. This project also consisted of drainage structures and sidewalk
construction.

(b) The Battalion replaced the matting on the Minh Long runway.

(c) The Battalion installed a pole-mounted lighting system along 25,000 feet of
the Chu Lai Base perimeter.

(d) The Battalion repaired four bridges which were partially destroyed
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by enemy activity during the period. These bridges were the Ba Ren Bridge (BT101511),
the Vinh An Bridge (BT379174), the An Tan Bridge (BS497065) and the Hill 10 Bridge
(BT208375) .

(a) The Battalion drilled five wells during the period. These were located at FSB
Hawk Hill (2 ea) (BT231315), FSB Debbie (BS871325), Binh Son (BS6011921), and FSB Fat
City (BT435079).

(f) In addition, the Battalion provided air-mobile equipment support to the
Americal Division.

(4) CBMU-301 provided mineral products for engineer units within the TAOI during
the period.

(5) The Land Clearing Company (Provisional) was formed in August 1969 from assets
within the ICTZ and placed in support of the Americal Division by the Third Marine
Amphibious Force. The company consists of one platoon of Army Bulldozers (9 Each D7e)
and one platoon of Marine bulldozers (14 each Eimco). During the reporting period the
unit was not available to the Americal Division. The 26th Engineer Battalion
furnished a CEV to the unit during this period and on 17 March 1970 it hit a mine and
was combat lost.

(6) 26th Engineer Battalion: Significant Activities

(a) MO DUC ROAD: Company C continued work on MO DUC ROAD and completed the
project from BS770535 east to the beach BS790540 on 30 March 1970. Since the previous
reporting period 2.5 km of road were constructed and 290 feet of culvert were
installed. Casualties since 1 February 1970 were 2 US WIA and 1 US KIA. One five ton
dump truck was destroyed and one five ton dump and one D-7E dozer were damaged. All
casualties and damage were caused by mines and booby traps.

(b) LZ's/FSB's: Six LZ's/FSB were opened during the period by the Battalion These
were MARY ANN (A962999) on 19 February, TIGER (BS638552) on 11 March, BULLDOG
(B368552) on 28 March, HUSTLER (BT294033) on 1 April, PINEAPPLE (BS358961) on 18 April
and BOXER (BT119980) on 26 April 1970. Work consisted of clearing helipads, fields of
fire, digging emplacements, and clearing mines and booby traps. Most of the clearing
was done by using demolitions and the airmobile Case 450 dozer. There were 15 WIA's
from these projects. PINEAPPLE was the most heavily booby trapped and accounted for 6
WIA's a total of 23 booby traps were found, 4 caused the casualties.

(c) Land Clearing TRA BINH TARGET HAMLET: On 3 March 1970, Company B moved 3
dozers, one with a Rome Plow, to the vicinity of BS599833 to support
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the 1-52 Infantry in pacification hamlet fortification of TRA BINH. Approximately
183,000 sgquare meters of land were cleared and 3 mines, 4 booby traps, 60 meters of
tunnel, and 14 bunkers were destroyed. One US was WIA when his dozer hit a mine.

(d) Operation Nantucket Beach: Two platoons from Company E were deployed with
elements of the 198th Infantry Brigade to provide minesweep and demolition support in
the Batangan Peninsula from 10 to 16 March 1970. During the period 17 booby traps, 5
mines, 300 meters of tunnels, and 14 bunkers were destroyed. Casualties on this
operation were three infantry KIA, and 18 infantry and 3 Engineers WIA. All resulted
from a 105mm booby trap.

(e) Land Clearing VAN THIEN TARGET HAMLET: Company B deployed 3 D-7E dozers, one
with a Rome Plow, to clear land in the vicinity of BS705805 in support of the 1-6
Infantry pacification hamlet fortification project. During the period 16-23 April
1970, 845,000 square meters were cleared and 1 mine, 6 booby traps, and 170 bunkers
were destroyed. There were no casualties.

(f) Road Opening HL 533: During the period 1-30 April, Company D opened HL 533
for 7 convoys to TIEN PHUOC (BT114138). Extensive repairs were made to the road on 1
and 2 April. This work consisted of installing 7 new culverts and repairing 3
existing culverts that were washed out during the past monsoon. There were 8 US WIA,
1 KIA, and 2 ARVN WIA. One 5 ton dump, 1 APC, 1 lowboy and 1 5 ton wrecker were
destroyed: 1 Sheridan and one bucket loader were damaged. All of the casualties and
damages were caused by mines. Ten other mines were found and destroyed, 7 by mine
detectors and 3 by visual detection. Security was provided by elements of the 1-46
Infantry, 5 ARVN Regiment and various RF units.

INCIDENTS ROADS
LZ Liz
QL1 533 Mo Duc Rd Hai Man Access Rd
Vehicles
Combat Loss 2 1 1 1
Minor Damage 1
Personnel
KIA (US) 1
KIA (VN)
WIA (US) 6 1 1 1
WIA (VN) 1
Total Mine Incidents 10 8 2 4
Road Barriers
Culverts Blown 2
Bridges Blown 3
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g. The 26th Engineer Battalion conducted a four week Engineer
Equipment Maintenance Course for four EM and one officer from the 2d
ARVN Div Engr Bn. The course began on 1 Dec and ended on 27 Dec 69.

9. (C) Engineer.

a. Activities for the period 1 November 1969 to 31 January 1970,
consisted of organic engineer efforts directed to support of the
Americal Division while non-divisional units devoted primary effort to
improvement of QL1 (LOC) and operational support construction.

b. QL1 continues to receive the priority horizontal effort in the
Americal TAOI with two engineer battalions committed primarily to
restoration of QL1. One change in engineer troop disposition occurred

during the reporting period. The RMK/BRJ Contractors were replaced by
CBMU-301, a Seabee Maintenance Unit.

(1) The 26th Engineer Battalion provided tactical bridge support
for the restoration and upgrading of QL1 within the TAOI.
(2) The 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat), augmented by the 511th

Engineer Company (Panel Bridge) and the 137th Engineer Company (Light
Equipment), devoted primary effort toward upgrading and paving QL1 from
Mo Duc (BS740525) to Duc Pho (BS8063778), and providing expedient
maintenance from I/II Corps border (BS907150) to Duc Pho and from Mo
Duc to Binh Son (BS601920).

(3) Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 7 (MCB 7) performed
expedient maintenance on QL1 from Binh Son (BS601920) to the Chu Lai
Main Gate (BT520044).

(4) The 9th Engineer Battalion, Fleet Marine Force (FMF), devoted
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primary effort toward upgrading and maintenance of QL1 from Chu Lai to
BT145460.

(5) RMK/BRJ Contractors discontinued operations in Chu Lai on 15
November 1969. RMK/BRJ Contractors supplied mineral products for
engineer construction throughout the TAOI.

(6) Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit 301 (CBMU 301) replaced
RMK/BRJ Contractors and assumed their responsibilities for mineral
product production.

C. Engineer operations in TAOI consisted generally of the
following:

(1) The 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat):

(a) In addition to the maintenance and upgrading of QL1, the
battalion was committed to minesweeping from Mo Duc to Duc Pho, I/II
Corps border to Duc Pho and from Binh Son to Mo Duc. Intermittent rain
throughout the reporting period severely hampered the paving effort.
The battalion had completed all sub-base work and had completed the
base course work except for one kilometer. However, the heavy rains of
24-25 November 1969 and 15-18 December 1969 damaged the base course so
that all wunpaved portions (5.9 kilometers) needed additional Dbase
course work.

(b) The battalion began construction of fifty SEA -huts, three mess
halls (2000 sg ft area each) and accompanying utilities for 1-1st Cav
cantonment area.

(c) The battalion also exerted a considerable effort toward culvert
construction and repair from Binh Son to Quang Ngai.

(d) During the reporting period, the Dbattalion constructed over
17000 ft of revetments for the 27th Surgical Hospital.

(e) The battalion also supported the Americal Division with bunker
construction at FSB's West and Center. In addition they supported the
construction of the Mo Duc and FSB Liz access roads.

(f) The battalion also contributed a platoon (9 dozers and 17 dozer
operators) to Land Clearing Company (Provisional).

(g) The battalion's disposition at the end of the reporting period
was as follows:
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2) 9th Engineer Battalion, FMF:
a) The battalion continued to minesweep, upgrade, and maintain QL1
between Chu Lai and FSB Baldy (BT145460).

(b) The battalion hauled over 45,000 cy of various mineral products
for maintenance and upgrade of QL1 and Rt 5235 from FSB Baldy to FSB
Ross (BT025345). Although Rt 535 is outside the Americal Division's
TAOI, it is dimportant because it leads to the strategic Hiep Duc
District which is in the Division TAOI. Approximately 25,000 cy were
used during December to repair damage from the heavy rains of late
November and mid-December.

(c) During the reporting period, one bridging operation was
conducted by the battalion. A 90" M-6, single truss bridge, was
replaced on Rt 535 at coordinates BT081389 by an 80' timber trestle
bridge.

(d) The battalion constructed seven living bunkers, thirty latrines

1. HHC, A(-), D, and 511th Engineer Company (PB): Chu Lai.
2. Company B: FSB Dottie.

3. Company C and 137th Engineer Company (LE): LZ Max

4. One platoon, Company A: LZ Snoopy.

(

(

and thirty showers at Hawk Hill. In addition, twenty-nine assorted
vertical structures were constructed in support of the Division.

(e) The battalion furnished the command element and one platoon (14
dozers and 28 dozer operators) for the Land Clearing Company
(Provisional) .

(f) The disposition of the battalion at the end of the period was as
follows:

HHC (=), Service Company A, and Company C: Chu Lai.
Company B: Hill 10 (BT199389).
Company D: Hill 63 (BT125453).
One platoon, HHC: Rock Crusher (BT108428).
_41_
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(3) MCB 7 is tasked with the expedient maintenance of QL1 between
Chu Lai and Binh Son, base construction at Chu Lai, rehabilitation of
airfields at isolated Special Forces Camps, and providing air-mobile
equipment of the Americal Division.

(4) AMK/PRJ Contractor produced base course aggregate, asphaltic
concrete until they terminated operations on 15 November 1969.

(5) CBMU-301 assumed the responsibility of producing mineral
products for engineer units within the TAOI on 16 November 1969.

(6) The Land Clearing Company. (Provisional) was formed in August
1969 from assets within the ICTZ and placed in support of the Americal
Division by the Third Marine Amphibious Force. The company consists of
one platoon of Army Bulldozers (9 each D7E) and one platoon of Marine
bulldozers (14 each Eimco). In the current reporting period, this unit
was available to the Americal Division for the months of November and
December only. During these two months the company cleared
approximately 32 square kilometers, and destroyed 518 bunkers, plus
34,760 meters of trenchline.

(7) Mo Duc Road: The battalion was tasked to build a road from QL1
(BS737530) east to the beach on the South China Sea. This road was to
be approximately 5 km in length and have two (2) bridges, 70 feet and

120 feet in 1length. Company C was directed to build the road.
Construction started on 26 August 1969. Company C was supported by
elements of: HHC, B, D, and E Companies, 26th Engineer Battalion FMF;
and the 82d ARVN Engineer Battalion. Security was provided by 1st

Platoon, Company C, 1-20th Infantry Battalion and the 140th PF Platoon
from Mo Duc. Approximately 36,000 cu yds of fill have been hauled to
date. On 2 January 1970, one (1) 5 ton dump truck was destroyed when
it hit a mine. The casualties on the project to 31 Jan 70 have been:
two US KIA, nine US WIA, two PF KIA, two PF WIA, one VN civilian KIA,
and four VN civilians WIA. Although not completed, it is now possible
to travel from QL1 to the beach and work is progressing rapidly. This
road will greatly facilitate tactical operations by enabling US and
ARVN forces to move armor
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and land clearing equipment into an area which could previously be
reached only by sea, and will provide adequate overland access to areas
currently being resettled. As a secondary benefit, this artery will
stimulate the local economy and will provide a firm base from which to
support pacification.

(c) Gaza Strip and Barrier Island Clearing operations: The
battalion was tasked to provide a Combat Engineer Vehicle to both of
these operations. One of the battalion's CEV's provided support at

the Gaza Strip from 26 October until conclusion of clearing operations
on 24 November 1969. On 5 November 1969, the CEV hit a booby trapped
155mm round resulting in one (1) US KIA. On 15 December 1969, a CEV
from the battalion was tasked to provide support for the Barrier Island
land clearing in northern Quang Tin Province. During the operation,
one (l11) crewman from the CEV was WIA from enemy M-79 fire. The CEV
was extracted 2 January at the conclusion of the operation.

(d) FSB Liz Access Road: Company C was tasked to upgrade the road
from QL1 to FSB Liz which is approximately 3 km in length. The project
started on 7 October 1969 and was concluded on 9 January 1970, with a
total of 16,594 cu yds of fill hauled. Two (2) 5 ton dump trucks were
destroyed by road mines on 11 December 1969 resulting in two (2) US WIA
for the operation.

(e) Tra Bong Road Land Clearing: In early October 1969, the area
from the vicinity of BS525885 west along Tra Bong Road to the vicinity
of BS490880 was designated by the 198th Inf Bde for land clearing.
Enemy forces were known to be operating along the Tra Bong Road with
enemy fortifications and booby trapped munitions being utilized
extensively in the area. Company B, with four (4) D7E dozers and one
(1) combat engineer vehicle and with security elements from the 1-52d
Inf and 1-1 Cav, moved into the wvicinity of BS529886 on 22 October 1969
because the work was in relatively low terrain and much of the area
was inundated by the monsoonal rains. On 17 November 1969, two dozers
and a combat engineer vehicle were convoyed into the land clearing area
to replace two deadlined dozers and a deadlined CEV. As the deadlined
equipment was being extracted a minor contact occurred in which two (2)
M79 rounds were fired at the convoy. There were negative casualties
and damage. On 18 December 1969, a convoy composed of four (4) 10 ton
tractors and lowbed trailers, one (1) front 1loader, one (1) front
loader, one (1) AVLB, two (2) 5 ton dump trucks, two (2) 1/4 trucks,
and one platoon of APC's extracted the land clearing element. The
clearing operation accounted for 2,188,000 sg meters (540.5 acres)
cleared, 2,575 meters of fighting trench destroyed, 78 Dbunkers



destroyed, 625 meters of tunnels destroyed, 12 mines and/or booby traps
found and destroyed, two (2) AK-47 weapons
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captured. Two (2) infantrymen and three (3) engineers were WIA.

(f) FSB Ross to Hiep Duc Road Opening (Route 534): The battalion
was tasked to upgrade and provide necessary bridging on Route 535 from
FSB Ross to its intersection with Route 534 and minesweep, upgrade, and
provide necessary bridging on Route 534 from the intersection westward
to Hiep Duc to enable a GVN resupply convoy to move from Tam Ky to Hiep
Duc on 10 November 1969. Company D swept and opened its portion of the
route, approximately 17 km, in four and one-half hours. Company E
installed on (1) AVLB, two (2) 15-foot M4T6 dry span bridges which were
airlifted into place by CH-47 helicopter, and a 23-foot 4-inch M4T6 dry

span bridge. The supply convoy closed Hiep Duc at 1630 hours, 10
November 1969, after Dbeing on the road for nine hours with no
incidents. At 0700 hours, 11 November 1969, the minesweep team
departed Hiep Duc to sweep eastward along Route 534 to meet a Marine
minesweep team sweeping westward from FSB Ross. On the return sweep to
FSB Ross five (5) mines were found on the road. The Marines had

noticed three (3) M-79 HE cartridges placed in a triangle in the road.
Suspecting that this was an enemy sign, they began probing mud holes
and low spots in the road. This alertness led to the discovery of four
(4) mines, all estimated to be 250 pound bombs which had not been
detected by the mine detectors. Two of the craters, resulting from
destroying the 250 pound mines in place, left the road impassable to
the convoy and two (2) 15-foot M4T6 dry span bridges were airlifted to
the sites to bridge each crater. The operation concluded when all
elements closed LZ Ross at approximately 1700 hours, 11 November 1969,
without further incidents.

(g) Tien Phuoc FSB and Airfield: Company D was tasked to provide
horizontal construction support. The project consisted o constructing
and upgrading the roads, improving the drainage system of the roads,
gun pits, and ammo dumps. A portion of the Tien Phuoc airstrip was
also repaired. Approximately 1,100 cu yds of earth fill have been
hauled to date. Company D was supported with airmobile equipment from
HHC and MCB-7. The project was completed on 31 January 1970.

(h) Relocation of the 196th Infantry Brigade: The 196th Brigade
relocated from LZ Baldy to LZ Hawk Hill during the last reporting
period. Company A has the responsibility of providing the brigade with

direct support. To date the following work has been accomplished by
Company A, with assistance from 9th Engineer Battalion, MCB-7, B and D
Companies.

1 232 20'x'32"' living bunkers.
2. 38 8'x8' fighting bunkers.
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4 10'x24"' supply bunkers

6 mess halls.

1 60'x80' brigade TOC

49 administration SEA-huts.

1 36'x80 FDC bunker

1 60'x80" hospital bunker.

JP-4 distribution point for helicopter refueling.
2 CH-477 hook pads.

1 helicopter gunship runway.

i
Rlo|lo|lo|dloyo] s ]w

(1) Relocation of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry: Company D
continued the horizontal construction started last quarter for the bare
camp of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry. The project consisted of
constructing roads, tank trails, and hardstands for troops and
maintenance areas.

(J) ARVN Classes: The battalion instituted an OJT Program for the
2d ARVN Engineer Battalion. The first class started on 13 October with
six (6) EM mechanics from the 2d ARVN Engineer Battalion. These
classes were on the maintenance and operation of water pumps,
generators, bucket loader, 10 ton tractor, DJE dozer, grader, and 20
ton RT crane. On 1 December 1969, the second ARVN OJT Program was
instituted for a duration of four (4) weeks for one maintenance officer
and four EM equipment operators. The first week of the Heavy Equipment
OJT Program was concerned with the operation and maintenance of the 20
ton crane. The second week encompassed the operation and maintenance
of the D7E dozer. The last two weeks of the program concerned the
operation and maintenance of the Westinghouse 440 Grader. The ARVN
officer worked directly with the battalion maintenance staff for a four
week period. These men were billeted with corresponding members of
HHC, 26th Engineer Battalion, and readily adapted to their new
environment. The classes appear to have been successful 1in every
respect.

(k) FSB 497: On 21 January 1970, Company A was tasked by the 196th
Infantry Brigade to open new FSB BT189047. The opening of the FSB
required the clearing of 23,000 sgq meters of land for fields of fire.
During the FSB opening, eight (8) enemy tunnels complexes were
destroyed.
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The FSB opening concluded on 23 January 1970 when Company D was
airlifted back to LZ Hawk Hill with negative casualties for the
operation.
(1) Utilization of Airmobile Equipment: Throughout this reporting
period, it was often necessary to airlift airmobile equipment to

outlying FSB's and LZ's. These FSB's and LZ's were as a rule,
inaccessible by road or would have required a major road opening to
gain access. Through utilization of airmobile equipment, the battalion

was able to open and close FSB's and LA's as well as closing trash
pits, installing drainage and road system, constructing gun pits, and
clearing fields of fire.

d. QL1 paving completed at the end of the reporting period is as
follows:

(1) I/II Corp boundary (BS909149) north to BS785426.

(2) BS781436 north to BT207377.

(3) There are approximately 11 kilometers of two-lane road that
remain to be paved in the Americal TAOI.

e. Enemy LOC interdictions continued to be a problem although there
is a marked reduction from the previous quarter.

(1) Casualties/damage by mines and other LOC interdictions are as
follow:
INCIDENTS ROADS

Lz LIz
QL1 529 Mo Duc Rd Fat City Access Rd Access Rd

Vehicles

Combat Loss 3 1 3 2

Minor Damage 3 2 2 1
Personnel

KIA (US) 2

KIA (VN) 4 3

WIA (US) 12 4 9 7 4

WIA (VN) 2 6 1
Total Mine Inc. 28 12 13 7 4
Road Barriers 11
Culverts Blown 5
Bridges Blown 1
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(2) One bridge of some importance, Bridge 399 (BS814358), was badly
damaged on 19 November 1969. The north span and abutment were
destroyed. The bypass was open to traffic by 1730 hours on 19 November
1969. The bridge was repaired by 7 December 1969.
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6. On 23 Aug, CLDC received a total of 16x122mm rockets, D-4/3 1Inf,
vic BT 397 145, received 12 rounds of 60 mm mortar, 26th Engineers, Vic
BT 434 075, received 15-20 rounds of mixed 82 mm and 60 mm mortars, A&E-
5/46th Inf, vic BT238 143 received a ground attack and 25 rounds of 82 mm
mortar. Results of this contact were 1 VC KIA, 1 VC WIA and 2 AK-47
rifles captured. LZ West, vic AT 990 250, received 10 rounds of 60 mm
mortar, LZ Ross, vic BT 027 342 received 10-12 rounds of 60mm and 8lmm
mortar and small arms fire. Probing attacks were attempted at LZs Bowman
and West but were turned back with 55 VC/NVA KIA.

(6) Operation Pocahontas Forest was initiated on 6 July 68 in the
area west of the Phuoc Chau Valley (center mass AT9909) to find, fix and
destroy elements of the 1st Main Force VC Regiment and the 2d NVA
Division. The maneuver elements were 4-21 and 4-31 Inf of the 196th Inf
Bde (LT), and 4-3 Inf of the 11th Inf Bde (LT). The three battalions and
a company of the 26th Engr were designated Task Force Cooksey. Two
Marine Battalions and three ARVN Dbattalions also took part in the
operation. There was no significant contact made during the operation as
the enemy avoided a decisive engagement. One weapons cache consisting of
60 AK47 rifles was found vic AT8021 on 4 Jul. Pocahontas Forest extended
into this reporting period four days and terminated on 4 Aug with the
following results:

FRND ENEMY

4 KHA 56 VC KIA (C)
22 WHA (E) 40 NVA KIA (C)
36 WHA (M) 93 IWC

1 CswC
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5. Engineer.

a. Primary engineer effort in the Americal Division AO continues to
be directed toward operation support of the Division maneuver elements.
Supporting engineer units have a high percentage of effort committed to
LOC improvements.

(1) QL-1 has priority horizontal emphasis in the Americal AO, with
three (3) Engineer Battalions committed to the road.

(a) 19th Engr Bn (CBT) II/I Corps boundary to BS740525.

(b) 39th Engr Bn (USMC): BT520044 (Chu Lai Main Gate to north
boundary of Americal AO.

The 104th Engr Bn (ARVN) supports LOC improvement primarily by assisting
US Engr Bn's with limited equipment support.

(2) QL-1 from Chu Lai to the norther boundary of the Americal AO
remains basically 2 lane, class 60. Several stretches (the worst being
BT231315 to BT 133453) are characterized by soft shoulders, during and up
to 48 hours after rain storms. One way convoy traffic is a necessity
during such periods. Stretches of the road between BT107504 to BT118490
and BT246312 to BT254298 are subject to inundation after heavy rains.
During the period 13-20 Oct 68, these portions of the road were under 12"
to 16" of water.
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(3) QL-1 from Chu Lai to the southern boundary of the Americal AO
remained basically 2 lane, class 50 until 15 Oct 68, when Tropical Storm
"Hester" inundated and destroyed several stretches of the road. Culvert
by-passes a the bridge failed first, followed by severe flooding around
both approaches. Water rose of 4 1/2 ft in the Song Bing Son River in
less than 12 hours. QL-1 in the vicinity of Quang Ngai was inundated by
5' of water; QL-1 between Quang Ngai and Duc Pho was under 4' of water in
numerous places and sustained sever damage.

(4) 110 feet of panel bridge was destroyed at BS596929 on 9 Oct 68
from overloading by US Forces. Tropical Storm "Hester" struck 11 Oct 68,
causing the Song Binh Son River to become a significant obstacle.

(5) HL 535 from LZ Baldy to LZ Ross was upgraded and maintained as a
one way, limited all weather route by the Division Engineer Battalion
until 5 Oct 68. At that time, the 39th Engr Bn (D Co) assumed the
mission on a continuing basis.

(6) The road from LZ Ross to AT920250 which was opened by the 26th
Engr Bn as a pioneer road in support of Operation Pocahontas Forest, 1is
no longer maintained.

(7) HL 533 from Tam Ky, (BT318222) to Tien Phoc, (BT1181442) which
was being upgraded and maintained by the 30th Engr Bn is closed. A Co
39th Engr Bn was relieved of the mission on 1 Oct 68 because of the
tactical situation, and was extracted from the area 7-8 Oct 68.

b. All LOC's in the Americal Division AO remained targets for enemy
interdiction. During the first two months of the reporting period,
approximately 30 mines were discovered on QL-1, HL 535, with frequent
incidents of blown culverts and craters. October marked a decrease of
incidents, due primarily to increased tactical operations in the trouble-
some areas. More than 180 mines were discovered during the period.
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(6) 26th Engineer Bn. LTC Mathew W. Hoey left on 4 March 1969. LTC
Donald R. Swygert assumed command on 14 March 1969. Major James A.
Rakowitz took command in the interim.

......................... 10. (U) Engineer:

a. Activities for the quarter (Feb 69-Apr 69) consisted of organic
engineers devoting primary effort to direct combat support of the
Americal Division, while non divisional engineer wunits continued to
commit 70 to 75 per cent total effort to the improvement of Lines of
Communication (LOC) .

b. QL-1 continues to receive priority horizontal effort in the
Americal TAOI, with four engineer battalions committed to the route.
September 1969 is the projected completion date for upgrading QL-1, to
include complete paving in the Division AO. Engineer Battalion
disposition within the TAOI remains essentially the same as last
reporting period.

(1) 19th Engineer Battalion (Combat): Augmented with the 137th Light
Equipment Co. (LE) the 73d Const Spt Co.: I/II Corps Dboundary to
BS740525.

(2) 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat) augmented with the 630th Light
Equipment Co (LE) and the 511th Engineer Co (Panel Bridge), minus one
bridge platoon: (GS Americal Division) BS 740525 to BT 520044 (Chu Lai
Main Gate).

(3) 9th Engineer Battalion (USMC): BT 520044 to northern boundary
Americal TAOI.

(4) 104th Engineer Battalion (ARVN) : Provides occasional assistance
to the 9th and 39th Engineer Battalions for LOC improvement.

(5) RMK/BRJ Contractors: QL-1 upgrade and paving from BT 520044 to
BS 644733.
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(6) MCB 58: OQL-1 maintenance from BT 520044 to BINH SON.

c. Engineer operations in the TAOI consisted generally of the
following:

(1) The 19th Engineer Battalion (Combat) continued to devote maximum
effort to mine sweeping, upgrading and maintaining QL-1 as defined in
Para 10a(l) above. The remainder of the Battalion relocated into the
Americal TAOI during April 1969. Their disposition is as follows:

(a) HHC, B CO, and D Co; LZ DEBBIE.

(b) A Co and 137th Engineer Company (LE); LZ MAX

(c) C Co and 73d Engineer Company (CS); LZ LOW BOY

(d) Prior to April 1969, HHC and B Co were located at LZ ENGLISH
North, in II Corps. Construction support is provided by the 73d Const
Spt Co operating its asphalt crusher section at LZ LOW BOY and by the
137th LE Co located at LZ MAX. The 19th Engineer Battalion 0OZ has been
characterized by extremely heavy enemy action thru LOC interdictions as
well as ambushes and sniping during the reporting period.

(2) The 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat) utilized one combat engineer
line company to minesweep QL-1 between Chu Lai and BS 638774 and maintain
the section of QL-1 between BS 596927 and BS 638774. Two combat engineer
line companies plus their construction support augmentation were employed
to minesweep, maintain and upgrade (less paving) QL-1 between BS 650717
and BS 740525. Estimated date of completion for the upgrade is 30 June
69.

(a) On 28 Feb 69, D Co, was relieved of their mission on HL 535, and
relocated to Chu Lai. After a week standdown, the company constructed LZ
GOLDIE as a base of operations for the upgrade of QL-1 south of Quang
Ngai. By mid March 69, Co D, the 639th LE Co, the HQ and one Platoon of
the 511th Panel Bridge Co and a crusher section were established and
operating from LZ.

(b) At the end of the reporting period, the 39th Engineer Battalion
(Combat) was disposed generally as follows: HHC and Co A, Chu Lai, Co B,
LZ DOTTIE; Co C, LZ SNOOPY; Co D and construction augmentation units at
LZ GOLDIE.
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(3) The 9th Engineer Battalion (USMC) continued work on upgrade of QL-
1 to include paving, from the Chu Lai Main Gate to the Song Ba Ren. On
14 Mar 69, paving was completed between Tam Ky and Chu Lai; EDC for the
remainder of the road is 30 Sep 69.

(a) Their disposition at the end of the reporting period included the
HQ Co, Service Co, and one plus line Co's at Chu Lai. (Two platoons of C
Co returned to Chu Lai from Da Nang in late April 69. C Co had been sent
to Da Nang on 20 Jan 69 to accomplish urgent vertical construction for IT
MAF.)

(b) A Co, 9th Engineer Battalion, remained at Hill 10 (1 platoon at
Hawk Hill) and D Co remained at LZ BALDY.

(4) The 104th Engineer Battalion (ARVN) supported LOC improvement by
committing effort on QL-1 near Tam Ky and Quang Ngai, by assisting US
Engineer units with wvarious tasks. The upgrade of HL 533 by the 104th
Engr Bn 1is progressing slowly; approximately 8 KM have been completed.
The 104th Engineer Battalion did provide total engineer support to three
convoys from Tam Ky to Tien Phuoc during the reporting period and did a
very effective job.

(5) RMK/BRJ Contractors are currently upgrading, to include paving

between Chu Lai and Quang Ngai. (The equivalent of two Combat Engineer
Co's are committed to the project.) Paving has been completed to BS
625850 and their EDC for that section 1is 31 July 69. RMK/BRJ 1is
currently scheduled to pave QL-1 from Quang Ngai south to Mo Duc. (The

portion of the road being upgraded, less paving, by the 39th Engineer
Battalion.

(6) MCB 58 attached with maintenance of QL-1 between Chu Lai and Binh
Son, to include permanent repairs to the Binh Son Bridge.

(7) The 26th Engineer Battalion (Combat) conducted more separate
operations during this quarter than any preceding reporting period.
Significant examples are:

(a) Tra Bong Road I: The battalion was tasked to move Battery A,
3/18th Arty into Tra Bong (vicinity BT 345884). The Tra Bong road, long
in disuse and heavily interdicted by the enemy, required placement of
culverts and tactical bridging. The weather deteriorated during the
period into a severe monsoon storm, with continuous heavy rains. The
road opening was conducted in two concurrent phases. Airmobile equipment
from the Equipment Platoon, HHC, 26th Engineer Battalion was lifted into
Tra Bong to work eastward to meet the engineer force from B
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Co moving westward from QL-1. During the operation, an APC with mine
roller attachment which was being field tested, was destroyed by a mine.
(Evaluation report on the mine roller, (Ensure 202) was forwarded to HA
Americal Division on 24 Jan 69, the report was forwarded to USARV. Co B
sustained three KIA and thirteen WIA from mines, and attacks on their

Night Defensive positions (mortars, RPG's, and Small Arms). An engineer
element from Co D remained at Tra Bong to construct gun pads,
emplacements, bunkers and roads for the Artillery. Inclusive dates for

the road opening operation were 2 -11 Jan 69.

(b) Operation Russell Beach: Co B, 26th Engineer Battalion deployed
two platoons on 13 January 1969 in support of Phase I of the operation.
One platoon supported the Infantry with demolition and mine sweep teams.
The other platoon remained in reserve and in support of fire base LZ
SOUTH and opening of LZ MINUTEMAN on 6 February 1969. Co B destroyed
11,500 meters of tunnels during this phase of the operation. Casualties
totaled three KIAs and four WIA (Clearing Land Mines). On 2 March 69
land clearing operations commenced in the Russell Beach Area (Batangan
Peninsula) in support of the 1969 Pacification Program. Two D5 dozers
were airlifted to the Cape on 2 Mar 69 and Co B again moved elements into
LZ MINUTEMAN to support the operation, including construction of 4 1/2 KM
of roads. On 5 March 1969, two D7 dozers and one CEV (C Co) were landed
by LCU on the BATANGAN Cape to relieve the small D5's. Clearing of
855,000 sqg yds for resettlement of refugees was completed on 19 March 69.
Casualties as a result of a bouncing mine during this phase were three
KIA. At the completion of the clearing, the Battalion was directed to
open HL 522 from LZ MINUTEMAN west to QL-1 to provide overland access to
the resettlement areas. The road work commenced on 22 March 69 but was
delayed until 27 March 69 due to insufficient security forces. The road
was completed on 30 March 69. The CEV (C Co) struck a mine on the last
day, destroying the dozer blade beyond use, and wounding (Minor) the
driver. Casualties totaled three WIA for this phase, two of which were
due to a claymore mine on 23 March 69. Operations conducted by the
Battalion in the Russell Beach 0OZ/Batangan Peninsula spanned a period of
2 1/2 months. Casualties totaled six KIA and seven WIA. Confirmed enemy
kills credited to the Battalion were seven VC KIA. Three were taken by
small arms fire by Co B, and four were credited to the 165mm demolition
gun on the C Co CEV.

(c) Hiep Duc Road: On 11 March 69, in conjunction with the 1969
Pacification Program, the battalion commenced opening the route from LZ
ROSS south to Route HL 534 and thence west to Hiep Duc. The operation
progressed smoothly, terminating on 13 March 69. No enemy activity
occurred. On 28 March 69, the road was swept to pass the first VN supply
convoy. Two platoons of Co D were attached to Co A for the sweep.
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Final road sweep during the reporting period was conducted 28 April 1969
(again two platoons from Co D were attached to Co A). The VN convoy
passed without incident.

(d) Antenna Valley (Base Area 116): On 5 April 1969, one platoon of Co
A moved out along Rt 536 from LZ ROSS northwest toward Antenna Valley to
open the road for passage of maneuver elements of the 196th Inf Bde into
Base Area 116. The road passes over a range of mountains between LZ ROSS
and Antenna Valley proper. Considerable dozer and demolition work was
required to widen this portion of the road because of the boulders, rock
and earth slides which had choked the roadway during years of disuse.
The Engineers remained with maneuver elements and returned to LZ ROSS on
20 April 1969. On this day on the east side of the pass into Antenna
Valley, a D7 dozer was completely destroyed by a mine. The Battalion
sustained 15 WIA during this operation.

(e) Tra Bong Road II (OPN CINNAMON RD) : On 21 April 1969, Co B began
upgrading of HL 529 to pioneer (fair weather) standards. In addition to
the road upgrade work, 100m on each side of the road is being cleared in
selected areas. This operation, which is currently in progress, was 50%
complete at the end of the reporting period. Nightly probes and daily
sniper activity have caused considerable slow down of work; the enemy has
actively mined the road, but with little success. To date, the Battalion
has sustained four WIA.

(f) Gaza Strip (Van Ha): Co C, in support of the 11th Inf Bde, moved
two D7 dozers (HQ CO) and a CEV (Co A) by LCU to Van Ha to conduct
clearing operations. This area has long harbored enemy elements and its
destruction denied him a Dbase area. The landing was made over an
excellent beach in calm seas and was completely successful. The area
covered 3/4 of a square kilometer and would have required considerable
time to completely clear. Since time was short, 1t was decided to
concentrate on destruction of bunkers and trenches before the equipment,
Engineers and Infantry were extracted by sea and air on 19 April 69. 305
bunkers and uncounted lengths of trenches were destroyed. No casualties
were incurred.

(g) Fire Base Support: The Battalion has been continuously committed
to support of tactical operations. New fire bases have been mainly in
the 11th Inf Bde and 196th Inf Bde O0Z's. Co A has participated in
opening of LZ RYDER, LZ YOUNG, LZ SIBERIA, and LZ IKE and continuing
support of LZ WEST, LZ CENTER, LZ PROFESSIONAL, LZ ROSS, and LZ BALDY.
Co C has opened LZ PEPPER, LZ SAN JUAN HILL, LZ JEFF, and is now in the
process of clearing LZ CORK and LZ AMY. Co B has opened LZ SOUTH, LZ
PROFESSIONAL and LZ MINUTEMAN. Support has continued on LZ BUFF, Hill
270,
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LZ GATOR and LZ BAYONET. Co D, in general support has opened Artillery
bases at LZ CINDY, LZ CRUNCH, and TAM KY AIRFIELD (8" Battery). All fire
bases not accessible by road have required airmobile equipment to support
the company operations. A total of 26 airlifts of the small Case 450
tractor and 13 airlifts of the D5 tractor (one sortie of CH54 and one
sortie of CH47) were conducted. Aviation support was outstanding thru
the reporting period.

(h) Bridge Operations: The Bridge Co (Co E) participated in Tra Bong
IT, by installing and removing by air, a 50' SS Bailey Bridge and two 38'
dry spans. On 23 Feb 69, the enemy initiated a "Post-TET Offensive", by
heavily interdicting QL-1. One span and one intermediate pier of the
large bridge at Binh Son Across the Song Tra Bong were blown. Co E first
installed a 278" M4T6 Float Bridge and immediately commenced construction
of a 160' DT Bailey Bridge. The Bailey was completed on 4 March 69, and
M4T6 removed the same day. On 30 March, the 278' M4T6 was again emplaced
at the Binh Son Site to serve as a bypass while permanent repairs could
be accomplished by MCB 58. 130' of M4T6 Float Bridge was recovered on 7
April 69, from bridge 412 on QL-1 south of Quang Ngai (BS (573036). This
bridge had been in place since June 1968.

d. LOC Interdiction continued at a high rate.

(1) Casualties/damage by mines and other LOC interdictions. See
Summary at end of section (P.42)

(2) During the period 23 Feb thru the end of the reporting period, a
"Post-TET Offensive" was conducted by the enemy in varying degrees of
severity. In addition to attacks on major installations, major bridges
received damage as follows:

BRIDGE# COORDINATES DATE DAMAGE

396 BS 852322 29 Mar 69 Burned

397 BS 843327 2 Apr 69 Burned

398 BS 840330 27 Feb 69 Attempted to blow south abutment-
blew crater and 1/2 of roadway

399 BS 814359 10 Apr 69 Blew stringer and roadway

400 BS 813363 24 Feb 69 Blew stringers and south span

27 Feb 69 Blew center span
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BRIDGE# COORDINATES DATE DAMAGE

403 BS 736533 17 Apr 69 Blew south span

404 BS 728556 10 Mar 69 Partially blew center span

405 BS 707617 23 Feb 69 Partially blown

406 BS 706618 23 Feb 69 Partially blown

409 BS 691646 16 Apr 69 North span and pier damaged
410 BS 685658 24 Feb 69 Damaged

411 BS 674677 23 Feb 69 Destroyed by Demolition

416 BS 623865 23 Feb 69 South span blown

417 BS 609904 24 Feb 69 Damaged by demolition

418 BS 596927 23 Feb 69 2 north spans, 1 pier blown
419 BS 593933 16 Apr 69 3 north spans, 2 piers blown
421 BS 568978 23 Feb 69 Destroyed by demolition

429 BT 276261 24 Feb 69 Destroyed by demolitions

434 BT 225347 25 Apr 69 North abutment and 2/3 of road-
way blown

435 BT 813363 23 Feb 69 2 spans damaged by demolitions

(a) Bridges QL1-396, 397, 398, 399, and 400: The 19th Engineer
Battalion opened the route at these points by upgrading bypasses. there
are no immediate plans to replace bridges with semi-permanent structures.

(b) QL1-403: Existing span was temporarily repaired by the 39th
Engineer Battalion on 17 Apr 69, to pass one-way traffic; repaired
completely to pass 2 way traffic on 18 Apr 69, class 50/55.

(c) QL1-404: Initially repaired by the 39th Engineer Battalion on 11
Mar 69, by replacing damaged stringers and decking to open the bridge to
class 35 one-way traffic. The 39th Engineer Battalion continued repairs
on damaged span until 26 Apr 69, when bridge was opened to 2 way
CONFIDENTIAL
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traffic class 50/50.

(d) QL1-405 and 406: Bridges are short span bridges which are not constructed
above the high water mark. These bridges have been temporarily replaced by
culverts, pending reconstruction at required elevations by the 39th Engineer
Battalion.

(e) QL1-409: Initially repaired by the 39th Engineer Battalion by placing a
160" DS Bailey Bridge over one intermediate pier which was damaged when the span
was blown. Traffic resumed on 19 Apr 69. There are no immediate plans to replace
existing Bailey Bridge.

(f) Bridges QL1-410, 411, 416, 417. Bypasses were upgraded by the 39th
Engineer Battalion to allow 2 way traffic. These bridges have good dry weather
bypasses, and will not be rebuilt immediately.

(g) QL1-418: Bridge was initially replaced by a 278' M4T6 float bridge by Co E,
26th Engineer Battalion. After repairs to bridge abutment, the M4T6 was replaced
by a 160' DT Bailey Bridge. Permanent repairs are now being accomplished by MCB
58.

(h) QL1-419: The 39th Engineer Battalion immediately repaired the existing
bypass to accommodate one-way traffic. The bypass was restored to 2 way traffic
the following day.

(1) QL1-421: Was repaired by MCB 58 using culverts to construct bypass.

Bypass opened to 2 way traffic on 24 Feb 69.

(3) QL1-429: The 9th Engineer Battalion (USMC) repaired and upgraded bypass
to two way traffic. New bridge EDC 6 May 69.

(k) QL1-434: Restored to use by 9th Engineer Battalion by placing a 60" M6
bridge (class 60).

(1) QL1-435: Opened to traffic by repair of existing bypass. New bridge to be
constructed by the 9th Engineer Battalion (USMC) when equipment and manpower are
available.
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4th Bn, 3d Inf. From 28 May to 3 June, two howitzers were moved to
MINH LONG in support of operations to west, southwest. On 30 June,
four howitzers were moved to LZ CADET (BS562244) in support of elements
of 4-3 1Inf operating south, southwest of MINH LONG and supported
operations until 27 July at which time the howitzers returned to SAN
JUAN HILL.

(3) C/6-11 provided support to 1st Bn, 20th Inf from LZ BRONCO
(BS812390) . On May, two howitzers returned to BRONCO from LZ DRAGON
(BS375255). From 14 May to 8 June, two howitzers returned to LZ DRAGON
in support of land clearing operations by 26th Engineers. These same
howitzers moved to LZ SNOOPY (BS708610) on 8 June for a two-day
operation by 1-20 Inf in a land clearing operation. On 21 June the
howitzers again moved to LZ SNOOPY as land clearing operations moved
north. At present the battery 1is split with four howitzers at LZ
BRONCO and two at LZ SNOOPY.
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9. (C) Engineer

a. Activities for the quarter 1 May to 31 July 70 consisted of the
divisional engineer effort being devoted to direct combat support of
the division, while non-divisional units devoted primary effort to the
construction of secondary LOC's and operational support construction.
One change in engineer troop disposition occurred during the reporting
period as MCB-7 was redeployed to the United States in June.

b. LOC Program. During the reporting period as QL-1 neared
completion the majority of engineer effort was shifted to construction
of secondary and "Farm to Market" roads and to road opening operations
to support tactical convoys.

(1) QL-1

(a) the 26th Engr Bn continued to provide tactical bridge support
for restoration of QL-1 within the TAOI.

(b) The 39th Engr Bn provided expedient maintenance from the II
Corps boundary (BS907150) to Binh Son (BS601920). The Battalion
continued construction of concrete headwalls on QL-1 between Binh Son
and Duc Pho and 1is currently providing haul support for MCB-10 for
asphalt overpave operations south of Duc Pho.

(c) Naval Mobile Construction Battalion Seven (MCB-7) performed
expedient maintenance from Binh Son to vic LZ BALDY (BT145460) and
continued paving operations from Tu My (BT213368) to the Ba Ren Bridge
(BT102510) until their redeployment in June.

(d) MCB-62 is currently conducting paving not completed by MCB-7.
Completion is scheduled for 1 Sep 70.

(e) The 9th Engr Bn (USMC) initiated base course construction of
the Tam Ky streets 25 Jun 70, in preparation for paving. On 19 July,
the responsibility for this project was assumed by MCB-5.

(f) Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit 301 (CBMU 301)
continued to provide mineral ©products for engineer <construction
throughout the Americal TAOI.

(2) Secondary LOC's

(a) Due to the increased commitment of engineer effort on the
secondary LOC's, 44 km of the total 256 km of road have been completed
to prescribed standards. Another 103 km are under construction as the
end of this reporting period. Of this, 72 km are to be constructed to
single land all weather, 44 km to minimum all weather and 143 km to dry
weather standards. 42
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(b) The 39th Engr Bn continued to be the primary unit committed to
upgrade of secondary LOC's, with significant contributions being made
by the 26th Engr Bn, the 103d ARVN Engr Bn and the Ministry of Public
Works, Quang Ngai Province.

c. Land Clearing.

(1) On 12 May 70 land clearing operations began in the eastern
portion of Mo Duc District to deny cover and concealment to the enemy
and enhance pacification and subsequent agricultural development of
that area. This area of 1,668 acres was designated as the Division's
first priority. It was later increased by 1,060 acres. Operations in
this new area are nearly completed.

(2) The Division's second and third priority areas were established
as the Batangan Peninsula in Quang Ngai Province (5,100 acres) and the
Pineapple Forest Area in Quang Tin Province (6,430 acres).

(3) clearing operations on the Batangan commenced on 15 June with
the 39th Land Clearing Platoon. This element was replaced on 9 July by
the 59th Land Clearing Company (LOC), a 45th Engr Gp unit. To date,
3,906 acres have Dbeen cleared. Additional requests for clearing by
Quang Ngai Province have significantly increased the area to be
cleared.

d. Airfield Rehabilitation.

(1) Tien Phuoc. This airfield was completed to Type II, C-123
standards on 24 July 70. During rehabilitation the requirements for
upgrade were expanded to 1include the establishment of a six point
refuel facility.

(2) Minh Long. On 15 Jul 70 repairs were initiated on this
airfield to prevent closure. Repairs are 12% complete as of the end of
this reporting period.

e. Combat Support.

(1) FSB Construction. During this reporting period seven FSBs were
opened and one FSB 1is currently 1in the process of being closed.
Numerous FSBs were upgraded during this reporting period.

(2) Minesweep Activities. Transfer of minesweep responsibilities
to Territorial Forces continued during this reporting period as
follows:

(a) The 39th Engr Bn was relieved of minesweep responsibility for
the section of QL-1 from Binh Son to Duc Pho by RF/PF units in that
area.

(b) Minesweep training programs are being conducted in Duc Pho
District in Quang Ngai Province and Thang Binh District in Quang Tin



Province. The training is being conducted by the 26th Engr Bn in an
attempt to expedite transfer of this responsibility.
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(c) Dry Weather Road Program:

1. The 26th Engr Bn has completed 14 km of road to date. A total
of 20 km of road have been started but not completed due to higher
priority commitments.

The following roads are currently under construction:
Than An Road (BS697633 - BS740665) (70%)
New Hau Duc Road (BT111139 - BT081072) (10%)
The following roads were suspended due to higher priority
commitments.

lWIT o [N

a. HL 531 (BT3233219 - BT335270) and (BT332251 - BT359252)

b. Nghia An Dong Road (BS619718 - BS621695)

c. Dong My Road (BS695637 - BS723654)

d. Route 527, QL-1 to LZ STINSON (BS635801 - BS536825)

4. The following roads were completed:

a. OQL-1 to Binh Yen Noi, north of LZ GATOR (BS572973 - BS583978)

b. Hai Mon Road (BS806380 - BS832398)

c. My Trang Road, south of Duc Pho (BS836333 - BS833351)

d. An Phong Road (BS719594 - BS722594)

(d) FSB Construction:

1. During the reporting period seven FSBs were opened. Work
consisted of clearing helipads and fields of fire, digging emplacements
and clearing mines and boobytraps. The majority of the clearing was

accomplished by the use of demolitions and organic airmobile dozers.
The following FSBs were opened:
NUI PHO TINH (BS648936)
PLEASANTVILLE (BT051047) 9 Jun 70.
MARY ANN (AS962998) 26 Jun 70.
LZ CADET (BS562444) 5 Jul 70.
44
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e. KALA (YC988094) 12 Jul 70.

f. DAK ROSE (YB864989) 19 Jul 70.

g. MELLON (AT805184) 25 Jul 70.

2. FSB PROFESSIONAL (BS172076) is presently being closed.

(e) Operation Elk Canyon:

1l. The battalion supported by men and equipment from MCB-62, began
operations to reopen Kham Duc Airfield in support of the above
operation. Support from MCB-62 consisted of the following airmobile
equipment with operators: three dump trucks, two Case 450 dozers, one
asphalt distributor, one vibratory roller, two front loader/backhoes,
two graders and three hand tampers. Rehabilitation of the airfield and

facilities consisted of clearing ordnance and debris, repair of craters
using soil-cement stabilization, repair of the off-load area and the

building of berms to protect fuel Dbladders. A "hook-out" pad was
constructed adjacent to the off-load area.

2. In addition to airfield rehabilitation, combat engineer support
was provided to the 2-1st Inf Bn.

3. One Case 450 dozer was made available to ARVN personnel for the

establishment of LZ KALA and LZ DAK ROSE.

(f) Relocation. The battalion was relocated from the old MAG 12
area (BT530772) to Camp Shields (BT549059) formally occupied by MCB-7.
B Company moved from FSB BAYONET to join HHC, D and E Companies in the
new area. The move began on 20 July 70 and was completed on 29 Jul 70.

(9) The battalion's disposition at the end of the reporting period
was as follows:

1. HHC, B Co, D Co, E Co - Chu Lai.

2. A Co - FSB HAWK HILL.

3. C Co - FSB BRONCO.

(2) 39th Engineer Battalion.

(a) LOC Upgrade.

1. The primary efforts of the battalion were concentrated on the
upgrade of LOC's. The majority of this effort was committed to LOC's
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(3) Road Opening Operations. During this period HL 529 from Binh
Son to Tra Bong was opened for four Division convoys and HL 533 from
Tam Ky to Tien Phuoc was opened to support fifteen convoys.

f. Engineer operations in the Americal TAOI.

(1) 26th Engineer Battalion (Combat).

(a) Land Clearing:

1l. Mo Duc District, Phase I. On 14 May 70, the 26th Engineer Land
Clearing Platoon initiated clearing operations wvic BS7653. This
platoon was composed of six D7E tractors, two CEV and one M548 cargo
carrier. The operation was completed on 6 Jul 70. The results were
1,668 acres cleared, of tunnel and 67 fighting positions found and
destroyed. In addition, 64 large caliber and 81 small caliber rounds
were found. Casualties included twenty-four US WIA, four ARVN WIA, two
US KIA and two ARVN KIA. There were three DJE tractors destroyed by
mines.

2. Mo Duc District, Phase II. On 16 Jul 70 the 26th Engr LCP
joined with the 39th Engr LCP to form a Provisional Company to conduct
clearing operations. This company consisted of eleven DJ/E tractors,
one CEV and one M548 cargo carrier. To date 876 acres have been
cleared, 17 mines and boobytraps, 101 bunkers and 765 linear meters of
tunnels have been found and destroyed. Casualties to date include two
US WIA and two ARVN WIA. One D7E tractor was damaged by a mine.

(b) Road Openings.

1. HL 529. During this reporting period the Battalion conducted
four road opening operations from Binh Son to Tra Bong to support
Division convoys. During these operations, 282' of 36" CMP were
installed, ten fords were constructed or upgraded and 2.5 km of road
were upgraded. One Sheridan AR/AAV, one ACAV and one CEV detonated
mines and were declared combat losses. Fifteen mines and boobytraps
were found and destroyed. Casualties for the operation included three
UsS ?27?2? and ?? US

2. HL 533. The battalion opened this road for Division convoys
fifteen times during this reporting period. Results of the operations
were thirty-seven mines and boobytraps found and destroyed, twelve
culverts and thirteen unpassable sections of the road repaired. Three
5 ton dump trucks ??, one ACAV, one AVLB, one 25 ton trailer and one 5
ton cargo vehicle detonated mines on the road. All the above vehicles
were combat losses. Eleven US WIA resulted from the operations.
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on the Batangan Peninsula, HL 521, HL 523, HL 524, HL 525 and the Tien
Phuoc Road (HL 533).

2. A total of 117 kilometers were tasked to the Battalion; 30
kilometers were completed this reporting period and another 58
kilometers are currently under construction.

(b) Maintenance and Upgrade of QL-1.

1. A 480' steel stringer, concrete slab bridge across the Song Ve
River was completed this reporting period. The bridge was officially
accepted by GVN at ceremonies on 31 Jul 70.

2. A pothole repair project was completed south of Duc Pho on QL-1.

3. The battalion is currently providing haul support to MCB-10 for
overpave operations on QL-1 between Duc Pho and LZ DEBBIE.

(c) Land Clearing Operations.

1. The 39th Engr Land Clearing Platoon (LCP), attached to the 9th
Engr Bn (USMC) Provisional Company returned from the Barrier Island IT
Operation on 24 May 70. A total of 10,043 acres were cleared during
this Operation.

2. On 15 May 70 the 39th Engr LCP commenced clearing operations in
the original Batangan area. Prior to their replacement by the 59th LCC
on 9 Jul 70, they cleared 971 acres, found and destroyed 131 bunkers,
230 linear meters of tunnel and 15 mines and boobytraps. Friendly
casualties 1included one US KIA and seven US WIA. Enemy casualties
included on KIA and two WIA.

3. Since 9 Jul 70 the 59th LCC has cleared 2,935 acres, found and
destroyed 78 bunkers, 1,430 linear meters of tunnels and 40 mines and
boobytraps. Casualties as of the end of this reporting period include
on US KIA when a dozer overturned, nine US WIA and one RF WIA.

(d) Airfield and Helipad Rehabilitation.

1. The airfield at Tien Phuoc was upgraded to include reworking of
the subgrade and the placement and anti-skid painting of new matting.

2. The airfield at Minh Long is currently being repaired to include
partial replacement of the existing matting.

3. The 176th Aviation Helipad was rehabilitated. This included
stabilization of the subgrade and placement of new matting.

(e) Vertical Construction.
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1. The battalion completed repairs for the hospital roof and began
construction of a new mess hall for the 23d Med Bn at FSB BRONCO.

2. Support was provided the Americal Division with construction of
gunpads at FSB FAT CITY, Tien Phuoc, Minh Long and Chu Lai.

(f) Minesweep Activities.

1. A/39th Engr Bn mineswept QL-1 from the Song Ve Bridge (BS696635)
to Duc Pho (BS809378) until 1 Jul 70.

2. On 1 Jun 70, a training program was begun, with the 39th Engr Bn
and RF/PF forces conducting joint operations.

3. On 1 Jul 70, minesweep responsibilities from Duc Pho to Mo Duc
were assumed by territorial forces. On 27 Jul 70 minesweep
responsibilities from Mo Duc to the Song Ve Bridge were assumed by
territorial forces.

4. The 39th Engr Bn presently has no minesweep responsibilities on
QL-1.

(g) The battalion's disposition at the end of the reporting period
was as follows.

1l. HHC, A Co, C Co, 137 (LE), 522 (PB) - Chu Lai.

2. B Co - Lz DOTTIE.

3. D Co - Tam Ky.

4. 59th LCC - Batangan Peninsula.

(3) Mobile Construction Battalion Seven (MCB-7).

(a) Construction operations during this period consisted of:

1. Taxiway and runway shoulder repairs at Chu Lai West.

2. Repair of bridge at BT226347 damaged by enemy activity on 8 May
70.

3. Repair of the south abutment and decking on the bridge at

BS593933 on QL-1.

4. Water well installation at FSB 411 and FSB LIZ.

5. Wiring of the MACV compound and PSB Detention Center in Quang
Ngai City.
6. Construction of Autodin facilities at Chu Lai Airbase.
7. Construction of three LST raps at the Chu Lai Sand Ramp.
(b) On 25 Jun 70 the battalion completed phased redeployment to
Us.
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7. (U) Aviation - A separate ORLL for Aviation will be submitted by the
l6th Combat Aviation Group on 10 November 1970.

8. (C) Chemical. During the period 1 August - 31 October 1970, the
Division Chemical Section, the 27th Chemical Detachment, the 87th Chemical
Detachment and the 90th Chemical Detachment conducted the following chemical
activities.

a. 130 drums of persistent CS were dropped for terrain contamination.

b. 12 E158 Tactical CS Cluster Bombs were employed for temporary denial
of terrain to the enemy.

c. 114 APD missions were flown.
d. 3 FSB's were defoliated by ground spray of 935 gallons of agent Blue.

e. 5 FSB's were defoliated by helicopter spray of 220 gallons of agent
Blue and 1420 gallons of diesel.

f. Approximately 16,825 acres of enemy crops were destroyed by helicopter
spraying using 13,830 gallons of herbicide.

g. 354 drums of thickened fuel were dropped on suspected enemy positions
and minefields.

h. 440 drums of thickened fuel were dropped for land clearing operations.
9. (C) Engineer

a. Activities for the quarter consisted of the divisional engineer
effort being devoted primarily to direct combat support of the division,
while non-divisional units devoted primary efforts to the construction of
secondary LOC's and operational support construction. One change in engineer
troop disposition occurred during this reporting period. CBMU 301 redeployed
to the United States in September.

b. LOC Program. During the reporting period paving of QL-1 was completed
in the Division TAOI. Maximum horizontal effort remained committed to the
construction of tactical and "Farm to Market" roads; and to road opening
operations to support tactical convoys.

(1) oL-1
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(a) The 26th Engr Bn continued to provide tactical bridge support for
restoration of QL-1 within the TAOI.

(b) The 39th Engr Bn provided expedient maintenance from the II Corps
boundary (BS 907150) to Tam Ky (BT 310225). The battalion continued
construction
of concrete headwalls on QL-1 between Binh Son and Duc Pho.

(c) Elements of the 32d NCR completed paving operations north of Tam
Ky to the northern AO boundary and paving of the Tam Ky City Streets during
this reporting period.

(d) Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit 301 continued to provide
mineral products for engineer construction until their redeployment 27

Sep.

(2) Secondary LOC's

(a) Increased commitment of engineer effort on the tactical LOC's
continued
through this reporting period; however, construction was hampered due to
heavy rains during Oct. 10 km were completed in the Tactical Road Program to

54
km. 83 km are still under construction.

(b) The 39th Engr Bn continued to be the primary unit committed to up-
grade of secondary LOC's, with significant contributions being made by the
26th Engr Bn, 103d ARVN Engr Bn and Ministry of Public Works, Quang Ngai
Province.

c. Land Clearing

(1) The 26th Engr Bn Land Clearing Team conducted Mo Duc Phase III
clearing operations 5-30 Aug in an area west of Mo Duc Village. 957 acres
were cleared.

(2) The 26th Engr Bn Land Clearing Team initiated clearing operations
in conjunction with road construction operations along the Tra Bong Road
on 5 Sep 70. 650 acres were cleared prior to 30 Sep when the operations was
suspended due to inclement weather.

(3) Clearing operations on the Batangan continued during this reporting
period. On 21 Aug, a 3d platoon joined the 59th Land Clearing Company, a
45th Engr Grp Unit. 11,555 acres were cleared during this reporting period.
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d. Airfield Rehabilitation.

(1) Duc Pho. Approximately 60 ft of runway was rehabilitated during
this reporting period.

(2) Ha Thanh. On 23 Oct, 32 NCR completed this airfield to Type II,
C-123 standards.

(3) Ba To. The 32d NCR completed work on the subgrade of the airstrip
at Ba To on 20 Oct. An ARVN transportation unit is presently hauling M8Al
matting to FSB Bronco. The matting will be airlifted to Ba To by CH-54
aircraft.

e. Combat Support.

(1) FSB/LZ Construction. During this reporting period twelve (12)
FSB/LZ's were opened. Numerous FSB/LZ's were upgraded during this reporting
period.

(2) Minesweep Activities. Transfer of QL-1 minesweep responsibilities
to Territorial Forces was completed during this reporting period. Thang
Binh District assumed responsibilities on 8 Aug and Duc Pho District on
14 Aug, to complete the turnover. Prior to turnover, the 26th Engr Bn
conducted a training program for the respective districts.

(3) Road Opening Operations. During this period HL 529 form Binh Son
to Tra Bong was opened to support seven (7) Division/Province Convoys.
HL 516/517, from Ngai Hanh to Minh Long was opened once. The 26th Engr Bn
provided technical assistance, equipment and material support to the 2d ARVN
Engr Bn for a road opening operation to convoy foodstuffs to Hiep Duc. Five
(5) DIVARTY/MACV Convoys were constructed from Tien Phuoc to FSB
Pleasantville
and New Hau Duc. HL 533 from Tam Ky to Tien Phuoc was opened six (6) times
during the reporting period.

f. Engineer operations in the TAOI
(1) 26th Engineer Battalion (Combat)
(a) Combat Engineer Support:

1. LZ Preparation. Twelve (12) LZ/PZ's have been constructed during
this period employing engineer A, B, and C teams. C teams utilizing the
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Case 450 airmobile dozer were employed at five (5) locations and expanded
LZ's into fire support bases to support multi-battalion sized operations
such as those at FSB Boxer.

2. Minesweeps.

a. Daily minesweep responsibilities were transferred to Territorial
Forces in Thang Bing [sic] and Duc Pho on 8 and 14 Aug 70 respectively. Prior
to this turnover, A/26 and C/26 conducted extensive training on sweep
techniques
and demolitions for the District Forces. This training included joint sweep
operations for a period of ten (10) days.

3. Operation Elk Canyon. The requirement for engineer
support was terminated on 24 Aug 70. During the operation, A/26 supported
by MCB-62 maintained Kham Duc Airfield to allow continuous C123 and C130
traffic. Engineer commitments also included protective construction at the
Kham Duc Artillery FSB, clearing LZ's and FSB's for the 6th ARVN Regiment,
and direct combat support to the 2-1 Infantry Battalion.

(b) Land Clearing:

1. Mo Duc Phase III. This operation was conducted by C/26 during the
period 5-30 Aug 79 and was directed at denying use of a known base area for
the 38th Local Force Battalion. Totals for the operation included: 957
acres cleared, 190 bunkers and 815 Im of tunnel destroyed, 29
mines/boobytraps
found and destroyed and 21 detonated. Casualties were: six (6) US, two (2)

PF and one (1) civilian wounded.

2. Tra Bong Route Clearing. Route clearing was initiated by B/26 on
5 Sep 70 and was conducted in conjunction with road construction operations.
Clearing was enhance security along HL 529 and to reduce mining incidents
directed at US and GVN forces by the 48th Local Force Battalion and local
guerrillas. Totals for the operation were: 650 acres cleared, 65 Tm of
tunnel
destroyed and seven (7) mines and boobytraps found and destroyed. There were
no accidental detonations during the operation and no US casualties sustained.
On 20 Sep 70, five (5) dozers were employed in a combined cordon and search
operation vic An Diem (2) along with elements of 1-52 Inf, Binh Son District
Forces and H/17 Cav. During the operation, enemy strongholds were destroyed
including 440 1m trenches and tunnels, fifteen (15) spider holes and five (5)
mines. On 30 Sep, land clearing operations along the Tra Bong road were
suspended due to inclement weather.

(c) Road Construction:
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1. Tra Bong (HL 529). D/26 in conjunction with B/103 ARVN Engr Bn
continued to upgrade operations of this wvital Secondary LOC. During the
reporting period 12,620 cu yds of laterite and 8,610 cu yds of 2" (-) baserock

were hauled upgrading 1lkm of road from QL-1 west. In addition, 393 lin ft of
CMP were installed. During this period there were 45 mine/boobytrap incidents
resulting in two (2) US and seven (7) VN civilian KIA and nine (9) US WIA.
Work has been suspended on this road due to weather.

2. Hawk Hill Access Road. On 24 Sep 70 upgrade of the access road from
QL-1 to Hawk Hill was initiated by A/26 supported by HHC, B, C, and D/26 and
the 103d ARVN Engineers. A total of 0.85 miles of road have been graded and
ditched 2,680 cu yds laterite fill hauled, 420 1lin ft of CMP installed and
2,300 cu yds of 6" (-) baserock hauled from Da Nang, placed and compacted.
Rock haul was completed on 24 Oct.

3. Tien Phouc - New Hau Duc Road. This 14 km road was completed by D/26
to a Dry Weather standard on 17 Sep and the first convoy to LZ Pleasantville
conducted on 21 Sep. Upgrade operations will continue during the monsoon
season. On 23 Oct, one (1) platoon D/26 moved from Pleasantville to Tien
Phouc to consolidate construction forces. Also on that date, a 23'4" MA4T6
Dry Span was airlifted and placed across a break in the Tien Phouc River
Bridge to allow resumption of both civilian and limited military traffic.
Subsequent to the 1 Oct flood, effort was diverted to assist the 39th Engrs
in the repair of HL 533.

4. Duc Hai Road. Construction continued on this Dry Weather pacification
road during the reporting period. The 10 km road was completed on 24 Sep
70 by C/26 after hauling 5,330 cu yds of fill, 200 cu yds of rock and
installing
264 1lin ft of CMP. The completed road has facilitated the rapid development
of the Duc Hai new settlement area.

(d) Road Openings:

1. Tra Bong.. Seven (7) Division Province resupply convoys were conducted
during this period. B/26 supported each of these convoys with minesweeps
and upgrade, as required. Casualties from B/26 include five (5) US KIA and
seven (7) US WIA. One (1) CEV and one (1) M48 with mine roller were combat
losses due to mining.

2. Minh Long. On 12 Aug 70, C/26 commenced road opening operations from
Ngia Hanh to Minh Long. Supported by airmobile equipment from HHC/26 and
MCB-62, the road was upgraded to allow passage of a Division convoy on 15
Aug. There were one (1) US KIA and three (3) US WIA during this operation.

56
CONFIDENTIAL



AVDF-HL 15 November 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report--Lessons Learned, 23d Infantry Division, Period
Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR--65 (R2) (U)

3. Hiep Duc. On 2-6 Sep 70, A/26 provided technical assistance and
equipment and material support to the 2d ARVN Engr Bn during the road opening
and 6 Sep convoy movement to Hiep Duc. This marked the first opening of
that road since Nov 69 and provided vital food supplies to the civilians
in the area. Assistance by the 1lst Engr Bn (Marine) from Ross to the Division
AO boundary facilitated the 3 Sep move to Nui Lac Son from which ARVN Engr
effort was initiated. There were no incidents.

4. Pleasantville. Beginning with the initial convoy on 21 Sep. D/26
supported with minesweeps and general upgrade five (5) combined DIVARTY/MACV
convoys to LZ Pleasantville and to New Hau Duc. These convoys resupplied
both US Artillery and VN civilians with necessary ammunition and foodstuffs
allowing critical airlift assets be diverted to priority division combat
support missions.

5 LZ Young. On 17 Oct, E/26 assisted by D/39 Engr minesweep teams
employed two (2) AVIB's to open the road from Tam Ky to LZ Young. This
operation was conducted in support of a rapid move to that location by
elements of the 1-14 Arty Bn to support combat operations. There were no
incidents.

(e) Tactical Bridging Support:

1. On 6 Oct. C/26 supported by E/26 installed a 70 ft DS Bailey Bridge
on QL-1 at coordinates BS 685658 to replace a timber bridge that had burned.
Removal was conducted on 22 Oct after reconstruction of the timber bridge
by the 39th Engr Bn.

2.. On 13 Oct, B/26 initiated bridging operations vic My Lai to support
extraction of the 39th Engr personnel and equipment from LZ Minuteman. This
operation included the installation of a 45 ft M4T6 Dry Span with trestle
bent and a 4-float normal M4T6 raft. The latter was airlifted from Chu Lai
on 18 Oct. Rafting operations were completed on 21 Oct and all elements
returned
to Chu Lai on 24 Oct. Highlight of the operation was the raft movement of
two (2) 290M tractor-scraper rated Class 53.

(f) Contingency Operations:

1. Flood Damage/Civilian Relief. On 1 Oct a 19.5 inch rain resulted in
the first flood of the year. Due to this, priority battalion operations were
directed toward civilian relief, flood damage recon and repair and extraction
of the land clearing team from the Tra Bong Road. Assault boats, outboard
motors, and operators were dispatched to Binh Son, Tu Nghia and Nghia Hanh
and conducted civilian rescue operations for a period of four (4) days.
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"First-light" ground recons augmented aerial V/R'2 for early warning of
critical areas. Engineer repair teams performed culvert repairs on HL 518,
HL 533 and the Liz access road; on (1) 23'4" Dry Span was installed on QL-1
at BS 635804 in support of 39th Engr expedient repair/maintenance operations
and general upgrade was conducted on the Duc Hai and Hai Mon Roads, as well
as interior roads at all accessible firebases.

2. Typhoon Preparation.

a. On 15 Oct, assigned projects and missions were discontinued due to
warnings of Typhoon Joan. Companies prepared for emergency evacuation of
the area and emergency rescue/relief missions in accordance with Division
OPLAN 17-70 (Typhoon/Tropical Storm Contingency Plan). On this date, B/26
operating in conjunction with H/17 Cav an supported by E/26 conducted an
emergency road opening operation to extract the Land Clearing Team from the
Tra Bong Road. Operating under adverse weather conditions, and at night in
a VC/NVA infested area, this difficult operation was successfully completed
without incident and serves as a tribute to the professionalism and competence
of all personnel involved.

b. On 24 Oct, preparation were again made, this time for Typhoon Kate
and as of this date emergency/evacuation teams and equipment are ready for
rapid employment.

(g) Firebase/OP Construction

1. Nui Yon. On 5 Sep, D/26 supported by HHC/26 commenced clearing
operations for a Duster position at Nui Yon. The project included clearing
for placement of two (2) tracks, and construction of an access road from
HL 533 for land resupply. As of this date final gradework is being conducted
to maintain the road during the monsoon season.

2. LZ Pleasantville. This project commenced on 5 Aug 70 in support
of 3-16 Artillery Bn and suspended on 23 Oct when the D/26 work force was
relocated to Tien Phuoc. To date construction has included: seven (7) living
bunkers, one (1) FDC, six (6) ammo bunkers, six (6) 155 Howitzer emplacements,
one (1) messhall, two (2) helipads and emplacement of tactical wire.

3. Ky Tra. On 19 Oct, B/26 supported by HHC and E/26 commenced clearing
operations for the 5-46 Inf Bn forward FSB at Ky Tra. Since initiation
the area has been cleared, helipads and gun pads constructed, and tactical
wire installed. This FSB provides security for the populated area and
fire support for combat operations in the vicinity.
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4. During the period 6-12 Oct, B/26 supported by HHC/26 and
elements of 1-6 Inf Bn cleared and constructed a berm vic Dai Loc, BS 570014,
for a PF outpost. The outpost will provide security for the valley settle-
ments in the area as well as the planned road construction into Stinson.

(h) Firebase Upgrade. Upgrade of existing firebases during this period
included bunker construction at West, Siberia, Mary Ann, Liz, Debbie, Hawk
Hill and Chu Lai; road construction at Liz, Debbie, Mary Ann, Hawk Hill and
helipad repair at Bronco using sand-cement and sand-asphalt stabilization.

(1) Support of Unit Relocation. with the turnover of Bayonet and
Artillery
Hill to ARVN and the resettlement of the Chu Lai Units, B, D and E/26 have
been engaged in relocation of units within the Chu Lai areas. Supporting
projects have included rehabilitation of the 198th Inf Bde Hgs, construction
of an FDC/TOC for the 1-14 and the 3-18 Artillery Bns, construction of air-
craft rearm revetments and refuel pads for the 16th CAG, and assistance in
relocating seventeen (17) SEA Huts.

(j) The Battalion's disposition at the end of the reporting period was
as follows.

1. HHC, B Co, D Co, E Co - Chu Lai
2. A Co - FSB Hawk Hill
3. C Co - FSB Bronco

3. 39th Engineer Battalion

a. LOC Upgrade.
1. The priority of the battalion continued to be concentrated on LOC's.
The majority of the effort was committed to HL 533, HL 521, HL 522, HL 524/523
and HL 525.

2 A total of 123 km were tasked to the battalion. 14 Km (HL 525) were
completed during the reporting period and another 54 km are wunder
construction.

b. Maintenance and Upgrade of QL-1.

1. A major repair effort was required during the month of Oct due to
the heavy rains received in Southern I MR. During this reporting period,
1,650 meters of washed out shoulders were repaired and upgraded, six (6)
bridges repaired, two (2) culverts and headwalls replaced and a multi-culvert
complex initiated.
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2. The construction of a 60 foot Timber Bent Bridge at bridge 1-B-100
was accomplished in Oct. The bridge was accidently burned by Vietnamese
civilians on the night of 5 Oct.

c. Land Clearing Operations.

1. The battalion withdrew its dozers and personnel from the Provisional
Land Clearing Company during operation Mo Duc III to prepare for an equipment
turnover to the 118th ARVN Land Clearing Company.

2. The 59th Land Clearing Company continued clearing operations on the
Batangan Peninsula with 5,176 acres being cleared, 186 bunkers destroyed,
6,505 1lin meters of tunnels destroyed, 33 mines and boobytraps were found
and destroyed and 15 mines and boobytraps detonated.

d. Airfield and Helipad Rehabilitation.

1. The airfield at FSB Bronco was repaired during Aug. This included the
removal of 75 pieces of MX19 matting, the subgrade reworked and the matting
replaced.

2. Welding of the airfield matting at Minh Long is still in progress.

3. Five (5) refuel pads for the 178th Assault Helicopter Company at
Chu Lai were rehabilitated during the reporting period.

e. Vertical Construction.

1. The battalion completed construction of the messhall for the 23d Med
Bn and began construction of a Class 1 Warehouse at FSB Bronco.

2. Living and ammunition bunkers at Tien Phouc were completed during
this reporting period.

3. The battalion provided material support and technical assistance
for the construction of a TOC bunker at Son Ha District Headquarters.

4. Construction was begun on three (3) bunkers and a latrine for the
Tra Bong District Headquarters during this reporting period.

f. Well Drilling Operations. The 49th Well Drilling Detachment completed
the drilling of a second well at FSB 411.
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g. The battalion's disposition at the end of this reporting period was
as follows.

1l. HHC, A Co, C Co, 137th (LE), 522 (PB) - Chu Lai
2. B Co - FSB Dottie

3. D Co - Tam Ky

4. 59th Land Clearing Company - Batangan Peninsula
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(2) Operations by 0Z

(a) Operation Frederick Hill: Operation Frederick Hill, conducted by
the 196th Inf Bde and the 1st Sgdn, 1st Cav, in conjunction with the 5th
ARVN Regiment, continued throughout the reporting period with contact
varying from heavy to moderate in May, declining to light during the
months of June and July. The heavy contact during the May resulted from
the last phase of the enemy's Spring Offensive. On 12 May 1969, enemy
forces launched heavy attacks by indirect fire throughout the Frederick
Hill 0OZ targeting Americal/GVN/ARVN fire support bases and installations.
With the execution of the capture of the Nui Yon OP, no significant gains
were made by the enemy forces and the attacks were rapidly blunted. (Ref
paragraph 4B for discussion of Nui Yon) During the month of June, enemy
attacks by indirect fire on Americal installations were launched on 8 and
9 June, indicated that another phase of the offensive was about to begin.
With the exception of a heavy attack on LZ East, no large scale contact
resulted after these mortar/rocket attacks. The attack on LZ East,
launched on the evening of 11 June, was conducted by the 3d Company GK
35th Sapper Bn, 2d NVA Division. Following a heavy attack by mortar fire
and RPG's elements of this NVA unit attempted to infiltrate the small

Americal fire support base. Extremely heavy contact and instances of
hand to hand combat resulted. The attack was repulsed with heavy losses
on both sides. The advent of dawn found 27 NVA KIA inside the wire, and
16 individual weapons were captured by elements of A/3-21 Inf. Americal
losses were 16 US KIA and 33 US WIA(E). Other than this engagement at LZ
East, contact throughout the month of June remained light. Contact

during July was characterized by enemy avoidance of engagement with
Americal forces and no significant battles were fought during this month.
Throughout the reporting period, emphasis was placed on preemptive
operations designed to deny the enemy the wuse of base areas and
supply/arms caches and to interdict suspected  enemy lines of
communication. Barrier Island, a long thin strip of land separated from
the mainland by the Truong Giang Channel, was the scene of four (4) major
preemptive operations thereby increasing the security of pacification
operations being conducted on the coastal plain. On 10 June 69, 1st
Sgdn, 1st Cav and elements of 2-1 Inf initiated combat operations on
norther Barrier Island to force suspected VCLF elements out of the area,
destroy enemy bunker complexes and eliminate arms/supply storage areas.
During this four day operation, a large number of enemy trench line

networks, bunker complexes, and suspected small Dbase areas were
destroyed. A number of heavy mining incidents were noted with Americal
forces losing four ACAV's as a result of mines, A total of 23 VC were

killed during this operation, the immediate thrust of enemy attack

against Thang Binh District was reduced, and valuable intelligence was

gathered which indicated that long-term CONFIDENTIAL
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operations were necessary in this area. During the period 20-24 June
1969, elements of A Troop, 1st Sqgdn, 1lst Cav with fourteen Vietnamese
Companies (RF's, PF's, and Viet Lops) conducted a three pronged search
operation on the southern portion of Barrier Island (C/M BT3824)
targeting suspected elements of the 72d VCLF Bn. Maneuvering from the
north, west and south, the rapid advancement of Allied forces caused the
VCLF units to rapidly exfiltrate the area. Contact remained 1light
throughout the operation but the act of forcing the enemy out of the area
eliminated the threat to Tam Ky City which emanated from this location
and effectively neutralized it. The third and final large preemptive
operation conducted during the reporting period took place on northern
Barrier Island and was initiated on 7 July 69 and continued to the end of
the period. A, B/2-1 Inf in conjunction with F Trp 17th Cav and Thang
Binh PF's began systematic combat patrols sweeping throughout the area.
On 19 July 69, C/2-1 Infantry vic BT134495 fought a sharp two hour
engagement with an unknown size enemy force resulting in 8 VC KIA, 2 US
WIA(E). On 10 July, B/2-1 Inf and F Trp 17th Cav discovered 12 graves
located vicinity BT089505 containing 5 VC killed by small arms fire.
Extensive search operations were continued uncovering a number of bunker
complexes, and trench lines which were systematically destroyed. On 13
July 69, A,B/2-1 Inf and F Trp 17th Cav engaged an estimated NVA Company
vicinity BT196530. In a four hour contact, Americal forces killed 8 NVA
capturing 5 individual weapons while losing 2 US KIA, 1 US WIA(E). Enemy
forces began to attempt to exfiltrate the area and began to avoid contact
with the allied forces. On 14 July 69, Helix 11 spotted 10 NVA in the
open vicinity BT205530 and engaged them with air strikes killing all 10
of the enemy. On 17 July 69, A/3-82 Arty and 1/C/3-16 Arty fired
artillery missions on an estimated VC Company moving via BT144477
resulting in 11 VC KIA. Thang Binh PF's policed up 11 individual weapons
when they found the bodies. Beginning on 20 July and continuing until
the end of the reporting period, operations were conducted to destroy the
long-built up enemy positions. Elements of the 26th Engineer Battalion
were moved in to assist the combat forces. Contact remained at a very
low level for the remainder of the period. Throughout the remaining
areas of Frederick Hill 0Z, contact remained light and sporadic as enemy
forces continued to avoid combat. Results of the operations during the
reporting period in the Frederick Hill 0Z are as follows:

FRND ENEMY
136 US KIA 753 VC KIA (C)
574 US WIA(E) 632 NVA KIA (C)
173 US WIA (M) 428 DET
1 ARVN KIA 2 PW/VC
10 ARVN WIA (E) 12 CH/VC
CONFIDENTIAL
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FRND ENEMY
1 ARVN WIA (M) 2 CH/NVA
110 CIV DEF
279 IN CIV
231 IWC
35 CSWC
2 CSWC by ARVN
20 NVA KIA (C) by ARVN

(b) Operation Geneva Park: Operation Geneva Park continued
throughout the reporting period concentrating on the security of major
lines of communication and the destruction of enemy forces attempting to

attack Quang Ngai City and/or the Chu Lai Base Complex. 1-6 Inf was
utilized for security measures in the Rocket Belt wvicinity Chu Lai Base,
targeting elements of 409th and 78th VCMF Rocket Bns. Saturation

patrolling and extensive night-time ambush operations combined with a
heavy concentration of pre-planned H and I fires and utilization of
sensor devices severely inhibited enemy attempts to shell the base
complex. A total of 7 attacks by indirect fire were launched against Chu
Lai during the reporting period resulting in extremely light damage and
very few casualties. During the period 8 through 19 July, 1-6 reinforced
by D/3-21 Inf and B/5-46 Inf, initiated a preemptive operation in the B
Cong Mountains to the west of the Chu Lai Rocket Belt. This operation
was designed to destroy suspected VCLF troop concentrations, base camps
and staging areas. Contact wit h enemy forces remained very light as the
enemy exfiltrated the area avoiding combat. On 9 July, 1-6 uncovered a
large enemy base camp and hospital complex located vicinity BS339969.
The area contained several large huts, pens for livestock and an
elaborate piped in water system. The complex was destroyed. Following
the conclusion of this operation, 1-6 returned to its normal FCA (Fire
Control Area) and continued defensive security operations north and west
of Chu Lai. 5-46 Infantry, while conducting operation Russell Beach,
continued extensive combat operations in the vicinity of Binh Son
District Headquarters supporting pacification operations and securing
lines of communication. From 27 June to 5 July 69, 5-46 Inf utilizing 3
maneuver companies conducted operations 1in the Nui Lnoi Mountains
exploiting and Arc Light Strike. On 29 July, B5-46 discovered and NVA
hospital complex located vicinity BS401803. Twelve NVA KIA were found, 4
wounded NVA were captured and a large stock of miscellaneous medical
supplies was captured and evacuated. Continuing their systematic combat
patrols, B company operating wvic BS401801 discovered 66 enemy graves
containing 50 NVA KIA and 16 VC KIA. Following the conclusion of this
operation, 5-46 Inf increased it's support of pacification operations and
made preparations for the initiation of Operation Nantucket Beach. 1-52
Inf conducted extensive reconnaissance in force operations and detailed
searches in the southern portion of the Geneva Park
CONFIDENTIAL
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0Z north of the Song Tra Khuc River. These operations were designed to
interdict enemy avenues of approach to Quang Ngai City and to secure the
area for accelerated pacification operations. A number of sharp contacts
were made with enemy forces who were unable to make any in-roads in the
area. On 31 May 699, B/1-52 Inf and F Trp 8th Cav (air) conducted a
series of Eagle Flight Operations. These flights were designed to
disrupt small groups of VCMF/NVA forces attempting to infiltrate the
Triangle area south of LZ Stinson. One platoon from B/1-52 Inf and F Trp
8th Cav (Air) conducted a number of rapid seeps throughout the area from
BS4876 to BS5779 killing 43 VC/NVA 1in one day of operation. The
effectiveness of this operation in terms of demoralizing the enemy and
rapidly decreasing infiltration efforts in the area has led to the
planning of similar such operations in the future. Beginning on July and
continuing until the end of the reporting period, 1-52 Inf in conjunction
with 26th Engr Bn and ARVN Engrs conducted land clearing operations north
of the Song Tra Khuc River (C/M BS5776). The purpose of this operation
was to remove mines and unexploded ordnance from the area, destroy enemy
bunker complexes and restore the area to effective use by the GVN

controlled population. By the end of the reporting period, the
equivalent of 2 grid squares of land had been effectively cleared and
made available for civilian use. Results of operations in the Geneva
Park 0OZ during the reporting period area as follows:
FRND ENEMY
79 US KIA 358 VC KIA(C)
424 US WIA(E) 157 NVA KIA
34 US WIA (M) 327 DET
1 PW/VC
5 PS/NVA
13 CH/VC
2 CH/VC
127 CIV DEF
171 IN CIV
64 TIWC

15 CSWC
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10 (C) Engineer

a. Activities for the quarter (1 May - 31 July 1969) consisted of
organic engineers devoting primary effort to direct combat support to the
Americal Division while non-divisional engineers devoted primary effort
to improvement of QL1 (LOC) and operational support construction.

b. QL1 continues to receive priority horizontal effort in the
Americal TAOI, with three -engineer Dbattalions fully committed, two
engineer battalions partially committed, and approximately a three
engineer company effort equivalent from the Contractor (RMK-BRJ)
committed to restoration of OQLI1. Engineer battalion disposition within
the TAOI remains essentially the same as last reporting period.

(1) The 19th Engineer Battalion (Combat) augmented with the 137th
Engineer Company (Light Equipment) and the 73d Engineer Company
(Construction Support): Upgrade and paving of QL1 from the I/II Corps
Border to Duc Pho vic BS806378 and providing asphalt for paving QL1 Duc
Pho BS806378 to Mo Duc BS733543.

(2) The 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat) augmented with the 630th
Engineer Company (Light Equipment) (-) and the 511th Engineer Company
(Panel Bridge) (-); Upgrade QL1 (less paving) from Quang Ngai, BS647723,

to Mo Duc, BS733543. Upgrade and pave QL1, Mo Duc, BS733543, to Duc Pho,
BS806378.

(3) Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 58 (MCB 58): QL1 maintained
from Binh Son, BS596927, to Chu Lai Main Gate, BT520044.

(4) The 9th Engineer Battalion, USMC, Fleet Marine Force (FMF):
Upgrade and pave QL1, Chu Lai Main Gate, BT520044, to the Song Ba Ren vic
BT702510.

(5) 104th Engineer Battalion (Combat) ARVN: Provides limited
assistance to the 9th and 39th Engineer Battalion for QL1 restoration.

(6) RMK BRJ Contractors: QL1 wupgrade and paving from Binh Son,
BS596927, to Quang Ngai, BS642372; paving from Quang Ngai, BS647723 to Mo
Duc, BS733543.

c. Engineer Operations in the TAOI consisted generally of the
following: CONFIDENTIAL
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(1) The 19th Engineer Battalion (Combat) continued to devote maximum
effort to minesweeping, upgrading, maintaining and paving QL1 as
specified in paragraph 10b(l) above. Their disposition is as follows:

(a) HHC, (Forward): LZ DEBBIE.

(b) HHC, (Rear): LZ LOWBOY.

(c) 1st and 2d Platoons, Company A: LZ CHARLIE BROWN.
(d) A Company (-): LZ LOWBOY.

(e) Company B: LZ DEBBIE.

(f) Company C: LZ LOWBOY.

(g) Company D: LZ DEBBIE.

(h) 137th Engineer Company (LE): LZ MAX.

(1) 73d Engineer Company (CS): LZ LOWBOY.

(2) Using LZ LOWBOY as a base of construction operations (quarry,
crusher, asphalt plant) the 19th Engineer Battalion (Combat) has
continued to pave QL1 north. At the end of the report period, QL1 in
Americal TAOI was paved from I/II Corps border to BS876310 with paving
expected to be complete to Duc Pho about 1 September 1969.

(3) The 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat) utilized one combat engineer
line company to minesweep and make tactical repairs on QL1 between Binh

Son and Quang Ngai. Three line companies plus their attached units were
employed to minesweep, maintain, and upgrade (less paving) QL1 between
Quang Ngai Duc Pho. (Ultimately, the 39th Engineer Battalion will pave
QL1 between Mo Duc and Duc Pho.) The 39th Engineer Battalion disposition
at the end of the reporting period was as follows:

(a) HHC and 511th Engineer Company (Panel Bridge) (-): Chu Lai.

(b) Company A and 639th Engineer Company (Light Equipment) (-): LZ
GOLDIE.

(c) Company B (-): LZ DOTTIE.

(d) Company C: LZ MAX.
(e) Company D: LZ GOLDIE.
CONFIDENTIAL
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(f) One Platoon of Company B: LZ SNOOPY.
(4) At the end of the report period, the 39th Engineer Battalion had
completed all sub base upgrade between Quang Ngai and Duc Pho, completed

base course from Quang Ngai (south) to BS724570. Estimated date of
completion for paving QL1 south of Chu Lai is 15 Oct 69.
(5) The 9th Engineer Battalion continued to minesweep, upgrade,

maintain, and pave QL1 between Chu Lai and the Song Ba Ren. At the end
of the report period, paving is complete from Chu Lai to BT247310. Their
disposition during the report period was:

(a) HHC, Service Company, Companies B(-) and C(-)): Chu Lai.

One platoon from Company B: Tam Ky.
One platoon from Company C: Da Nang.
Company A(-): Hill 10.

One platoon of A Company: HAWK HILL.
Company D: LZ BALDY.

(6) The 104th Engineer Battalion (Combat) ARVN, supported LOC
restoration by committing effort on QL1 south of Quang Ngai by assisting
the 39th Engineer Battalion construct several bridges. They continued to
minesweep and maintain as necessary Rt 533 from Tam Ky to Tien Phouc in
support of convoys run about once a month by Quang Tin Province. The
104th Engineer Battalion does an outstanding job on convoy support on Rt
533.

(7) RMK-BRJ Contractor completed upgrade and paving of QL1 Dbetween

Hh O Q Q O

Binh Son and Quang Ngai during the reporting period . Additionally, they
have paved south of Quang Ngai to BS690648 (paved the section of road
upgraded by the 39th Engineer Battalion). The contractor expects to
continue paving south to Mo Duc by 1 Sep 69. (This will complete

contractor work on QL1.)

(8) MCB 58 is tasked with maintenance of QL1 between Chu Lai and Binh
Son and repair of the Binh Son Bridge. Permanent repairs to the Binh Son
Bridge were completed by MCB 58 on 24 July 1969.

(9) 26th Engineer Battalion (Combat):

(a) Operation Russell Beach: On 10 May 1969, Company D, 26th
Engineer Battalion deployed on ©platoon in support of the 1969
Pacification
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Program on the Batangan Peninsula. Two D7e dozers and the A Company CEV
were landed by LCD in the wvicinity of An Ky (Batangan) to support
construction of defensive berm around the refugee village established in
March 1969. The dozers constructed approximately 2?00 meters of defensive
berm and the troops provided technical assistance to the villagers for
construction of wire obstacles. Company B relieved Company D on 19 May
1969. The work on An Ky was completed on 2 June 1969 and the troops and
equipment moved by LCU and landed at coordinates BS774861 to begin work
on the Cape itself. The project was completed on 24 June 1969. On 25
June 1969 all troops and equipment moved to Chu Lai by LCU. Casualties
to Company B were heavy. A sweep team member stepped on a bouncing type
mine on 23 June resulting in two KIA and five WIA. The A Company CEV was
ambushed by the enemy on 17 June. Four KIA and three WIA resulted Total
casualties were six KIA and eight WIA of which one KIA and on WIA were
from the A Company CEV crew.

(b) Tap An Bac (1) and (2) Land Clearing Operation. Company C was
tasked in June to clear two abandoned villages just north of LZ BRONCO in
coordinate squares BS7942 and BS8042. Two D7E Dozers and the D Company
CEV began clearing on 17 June 1969. On the 19th of June the engineers

came under fire from NVA forces in the village of Tap An Bac(2). An
exchange of fire continued throughout the day as air strikes and
artillery pounded the enemy positions. Late in the evening a final

assault by the Infantry and Armored Cavalry elements spearheaded final
assault by the Infantry and Armored Cavalry elements spearheaded by the D
Company CEV stopped all opposition. The operation terminated on the 23d
of June with approximately one and a half square kilometers of land
cleared and 93 bunkers destroyed. Engineer casualties were one WIA (a
CEV crewman wounded in the final engagement on 19 June 1969).

(c) Tra Bong Road II: The opening of HL 529 was progressing at the
end of the last period and progress up until the end of April was
reported in the last Operations Report. Company B reached Tra Bong on 11
May 1969 after completing the upgrading of the road and clearing the
right of way. After working on artillery positions and Special Forces
facilities, the B Company element moved from Tra Bong to LZ BAYONET on 3
June 1969. The enemy ambushed the engineer column and its infantry
security during the move. The action was initiated by the enemy after a
five ton dump truck struck a mine. The column them came under RPG and
small arms fire. A five ton dump was destroyed by RPG fire and a total
of seven engineers were WIA.

(d) Horseshoe Land Clearing Operation: In late June 1969 a series of
abandoned villages which exist along the north side of the Song Tra Khuc
river west of Quang Ngai were designated by the 198th Infantry Brigade
for clearing. The villages were utilized periodically by the VC and the
NVA as
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transitory base camps and storage areas. Company B, with four D7E
dozers, security elements from the 1-52d Infantry and to M48 tanks from
the 1-1 Cav moved into Phouc Loc (1) (BS5676) on 1 July 1969 to begin
work. Rains, coupled with heavy vegetation, made clearing slow. Mines
were frequently encountered and on 13 July 1969 a D7E dozer was destroyed
by a mine. On advice of the 723d Maintenance Battalion, the machine was
stripped of wuseful parts and buried. The clearing operation 1is
continuing at this time. Working with B Company elements is a company of
ARVN engineers from the 2d ARVN Engineer Battalion. They have performed
in an exceptional manner. The Vietnamese blow tunnels and bunkers, cut
down large trees to conserve dozer effort, and provide general combat
engineer support to the Americal Infantry. One casualty (WIA Minor), a
Headgquarters Company dozer operator, occurred to date during the
operation.

(e) Barrier Island Land Clearing Operation. On 17 July 1969 elements
from A Company with four D7F dozers were landed on Barrier Island (vic
BT194553) by LCU to commence clearing of a strip of land about eight
square kilometers along the south bank of the Song Cua Dai river. The
area had provided cover and concealment for the VC who constantly harass
friendly shipping on the river and stage attacks against Hoi An. This
project 1s currently under way with the clearing progressing at a rapid
rate. Contact with the enemy has been moderate (one VC KIA during an
engagement on 25 July 1969). On 30 July 1969 one dozer was moderately
damaged by a mine and the operator slightly wounded.

(f) Tien Phouc Road Opening (Rt 533): The Battalion was tasked to
minesweep and repair Route 533 from Tam Ky to LZ YOUNG for the passage of
two 8" Howitzers from the 3-18th Artillery and a large ammunition convoy
on 19 June 1969. This portion of the Route, approximately 14 kilometers,
was swept and opened in four hours by Company D. The artillery convoy
moved in one day, the supply vehicles returning over the route late in
the afternoon. Later, on 2 July 1969, Company D again opened the road
for the return of the artillery to Tam Ky. Heavy rains had damaged the
road at culvert locations and caused some delay in opening the road. A
lowbed trailer carrying a D7E dozer was badly damaged by a mine, but
continued to move under its own power during the day. No casualties or
contact occurred during either road opening.

(g) Minesweep Operations : Company A continued periodic minesweep
operations on Route 535 from LZ BALDY to LZ ROSS. The enemy continued to
mine this route with skill and determination. During the period, Company
A lost nine pressure test vehicles and 17 WIA on this route. They also
lost two bucket loaders and one other vehicle for a total of 12 wvehicles
of all types. The Battalion also assumed minesweeping responsibility on
QL1 from Chu Lai to Binh Son on 3 June 1969. No mining incidents have
occurred during the period on this section.
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(h) Fire base Support: Commitment of engineer effort to Fire Support
Base (FSB) construction continued to be extensive throughout the TAOTI.
Support was provided at LZ's BALDY, ROSS, KAREN, WEST, CENTER, EAST,
YOUNG, PROFESSIONAL, HUSTLER, PINEAPPLE, CINDY, MINUTEMAN, STINSON, SAN
JUAN HILL, DEBBIE, BUDDHA, and 411, the letter name connoting the joint
efforts of the 4th Infantry Regiment, 2d Division (ARVN), and the 11th
Infantry Brigade, Americal Division. There also was effort expended on
Hill's 410, 76, 270, 26, and also at Tam Ky and Hau Duc. Effort on these
FSB's ool positions, heliports, sumps and roads.

(i) Bridging Operations: The Battalion was constantly engaged in
bridging missions along QL1 in support of the 39th Engineer Battalion and
the 9th Marine Engineer Battalion (FMF). The bridge companies capability
was greatly increased upon receipt of a quantity of M4 Pontoons.
Requirements to have more than one large float bridge in operation
simultaneously could not have been met without this additional asset.
Bridging operations are shown in chronologic order below.

1. On 1 May the 180' DT Bailey Bridge installed during the previous
reporting period was removed at the Binh Son bridge site. This enabled
MCB 58 to proceed with reconstruction of the permanent concrete bridge.
(The installation of an M4T6 bridge bypass, to facilitate MCB 58's work,
was recorded in the last report).

2. The An Tan Bridge (QL1-422) was badly damaged by the enemy of 12
May. This was the third interdiction of the bridge in eight months. The
9th Engineer Battalion, FMF, completed installation of the 105' M6
bridge, class 60, on 13 May. Company E emplaced a 240' M4T6/M4 bridge
bypass at the site on 22 May 1969.

3. To pass immediate traffic after destruction of the Timber Trestle
bridge at the Bau Bau (Bridge QL1-424), a 100' TS Bailey Bridge was
emplaced on 20 May 1969.

4. On 20 June 1969 the M4T6/M4 at An Tan was removed and emplaced at
the Bau Bau to allow reconstruction of the permanent span.

5. After emplacement of the M4T6/M4 at the Bau Bau, Company E removed
the 100" of the TS Bailey Bridge on 23 June 1969.

6. After heavy rains on 11 July 1969, the M4T6 bridge at Binh Son
broke loose and floated approximately five kilometers downstream where it
beached on an island. The bridge was recovered the next day but it was
not until 13 July that other bridging was emplaced and QL1 reopened to
traffic. One man from Company E drowned during recovery operations.

CONFIDENTIAL
45



CONFIDENTIAL
AVDFEF-GCLO 10 August 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1969.

7. To facilitate repair of Bridge QL1-403, a 60' bridge, using M4 and
M4T6 decking, was emplaced on 21 July 1969.

d. QL1 paving completed to the end of the report period is shown
below.

(1) I/II Corps Border north to BS876310.

(2) QL1 vic BS690648 north to BT247310.

e. LOC interdictions continued; however compared to last period,
they were moderate.
(1) Casualties/damage by mines and other LOC interdictions: See

summary at Inclosure 1.
(2) During the period 6 May through the end of the reporting period,
major bridges received damage as follows:

BRIDGE # COORDINATES DATE DAMAGE

436 BT201384 06 May 69 M48 tank caught fire on bridge,
bridge burned.

422 BT497067 12 May 69 One half of pier on south end
blown.

424 BT379174 19 May 69 South two spans blown.

440 BT102511 21 May 69 South three spans blown.

433 BT230339 12 Jun 69 Blew decking off, on stringer
dropped.

434 BT225347 17 Jun 69 Burned.

430 BT268272 11 Jul 69 North two spans blown.

398 BS840330 17 Jul 69 Burned.

(a) QL1-436 was restored to use by installing four 60" culverts.
Bypass was opened to traffic on 7 May 1969 by the 9th Engineer Battalion
(FMF .

(b) QL1-422 was reopened to traffic upon the completion of a 105' M6,
class 60, bridge by the 9th Engineer Battalion (FMF) on 13 May 1969.
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(c) To open Bridge QL1-424, a 100' TS M2 Bailey Bridge was installed
by E Company on 20 May 1969.

(d) QL1-440: There was nothing done to repair this Dbridge
immediately, since there was another bridge adjacent to it with a
classification of 11. There is a new bridge under construction at this
time, open to one way, class 60 traffic.

(e) QL1-433 reopened to traffic on 13 July 1969 by 9th Engineer
Battalion (FMF) upgrading the bypass.

(f) Bridge QL1-434 was replaced by emplacing 105' M6 Panel Bridge.
Bridge completed by the 9th Engineer Battalion (FMF) on 18 June 1969.

(9) QL1-430 reopened to traffic by upgrading the bypass. Route
opened on 12 July 1969 by the 9th Engineer Battalion (FMF).

(h) QL1 reopened to traffic by upgrading the bypass. Route opened on
18 July 1969 by the 19th Engineer Battalion (Combat) .

11. (C) Signal: Intelligence and Counterintelligence: During the
reporting period, there were eleven (11) compromises of the Americal SOI,
requiring seven (7) major changes in the Division SOI.
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(Americal), Period Ending 30 April 1971, RCS CSFOR -
65 (R3) (U)

Change of Command........
(p) 26th Engineer Bn, LTC T. Sands assumed
command from LTC H. V. Dutchyshyn on 1 March 1971.

On 11 March at BS572817, elements of B/26th Engineers
detonated a mine that resulted in 2 US KIA and 6 US WIA(E).

O. Effective 10 April 1971, the following attachments were made:
2d Bn, 1lst Inf relieved from attachment to 11th Inf Bde and attached to
196th Inf Bde; 3d Bn, 1lst Inf, 1lst Bn, 20th Inf and 4th Bn, 21st Inf
relieved from attachment to 198th Inf Bde and attached to 1lth Inf Bde;
5th Bn, 46th Inf relieved from attachment to 196th Inf Bde and attached
to 198th Inf Bde; Hg Btry, 6th Bn, 1lth Arty and Btry A, 3d Bn, 82d Arty
relieved from attachment to Hg Btry, 6th Bn, 1lth Arty; Co B, 723d Maint
Bn relieved from attachment to Hg, 1lth Spt Bn (PROV); Btry C, 1lst Bn,
14th Arty relieved from attachment to 3d Bn, 82d Arty; Btry A, Btry B and
Btry D, 6th Bn, 1lth Arty relieved from attachment to 1lst Bn, 14th Arty,
Co C, 26th Engr Bn, Forward Support Plt, Co B, 523 Sig Bn and MI Det,
635th MI Co relieved from attachment to 1l1th Inf Bde.
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10. (C) Engineer.

(1) Activities for the period consisted of the divisional engineer
effort being devoted primarily to direct combat support of the division,
while non-divisional units devoted primary efforts to the construction of
secondary LOC's and operational support construction.

(2) LOC Program
(a) QL-1

1. A major repair effort was required to repair flood damage caused
by monsoon rains in November and December. To insure continuous traffic,
the 26th Engineer Battalion provided and installed 136 ft of M4T6 dry span,
70 ft of Bailey bridge, and 90 ft of M4T6 float bridge. The 39th Engineer
Battalion repaired 11 bridges and installed 9 culverts. During the period
Jan - Mar 71, permanent shoulder repair on QL-1 was performed by NCR 32
from the northern AO border to Tam Ky, and from Tam Ky south to the Song Ve River by the 82d
ARVN Engineer Battalion.

2. Enemy Interdictions. The enemy interdicted QL-1 by blowing
three culverts and damaging three bridges. The culverts were only blown
half way across in all cases, the road was immediately passable. Repairs
were easily made by the 39th Engr Bn within three days. Circumstances and
the ensuing repairs for each of the damaged bridges are described as follows:

(a) On 25 Dec 70, an enemy sapper unit was detected by PF security
forces approaching bridge I-B-90 at BS596927. One VC was killed and a
18"x18"x12" explosive charge was captured. One explosion was set off which
lightly damaged a pier column. Approximately 2 ft of concrete flaked off
to the steel reinforcing bars. The column was immediately repaired by the
39th Engr Bn.

(b) On 30 Jan 71, an enemy sapper unit slipped in among PF security
forces on bridge I-B-96 at BS642746 and destroyed or damaged four columns
located on the same side of a pier. Bridge capacity was reduced to class
30 and traffic was restricted to one lane. Temporary repairs were made by
the 39th Engr Bn by construction of two Bailey piers on either side of the
damaged pier. The 26th Engr Bn supported the operation by providing two
M4T6 rafts. Repairs were completed on 5 Mar 71. MPW was tasked to conduct permanent repair
of the pier and is presently awaiting allocation of funds.

(c) On 25 Feb 71, a timber pile pier on bridge I-B-87 at BT487067
was blown and the adjacent spans dropped, thereby creating a 75 ft gap.
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On the following day, the 26th Engr Bn installed 90 ft of DS Bailey bridge
to open the bridge to traffic. One day later, the 26th Engr Bn installed
315 feet of M4T6 float bridge at the same site, followed by the removal

of the Bailey bridge. Beginning 3 Mar 71, the 39th Engr Bn built a new
pier and reconstructed the two spans. Work was completed on 14 Mar 71,

at which time the float bridge was removed by the 26th Engr Bn. This was
a classic example of two engineer units combining respective capabilities
to rapidly solve an enemy interdiction.

(d) Repair of potholes. With the opening of the RMK hot mix plant
at Chu Lai in March, the MPW departments of Quang Tin and Quang Ngai
provinces conducted a vigorous program in repairing potholes on QL-1. The
section of QL-1 from Quang Ngai city south to the MR2 border remains to
be accomplished.

(e) Secondary LOC's. Beginning 1 Feb 71, the 39th Engr Bn initiated
its 1971 road construction program, which calls for 85 km of all weather
roads. To date about 15 km are complete with the exception of a sand-asphalt
surface treatment. The 26th Engineer Bn concentrated on constructing dry
weather roads in support of pacification programs in each province.
Approximately 33 km of dry weather road have been completed. A more
detailed narrative of each road constructed by the 26th Engr Bn may be
found in para B(3). Work on Rte 529 to Tra Bong commenced with the 103d
ARVN Engr Bn constructing a 63 foot class 30 timber trestle bridge at
BS537884.

(3) Land Clearing.

(a) Clearing operations continued in the Batangan by the 59th Land
Clearing Company, 118th ARVN Land Clearing Company and the 26th Land Clearing
Team. Due to tactical requirements, in support of pacification, the 26th
LCT was moved to the Ky My area of Quang Tin Province in early April 71.

The 59th LCC then assured the 26th LCT's mission of clearing in the vicinity
of LZ Stinson where work is still continuing.

(b) On 25 Jan 71, the 118th ARVN LCC departed to northern MR1 in
support of LAMSON 719. On 27 Jan 71, one platoon (10 dozers) of the 59th
LCC redeployed to Khe Sanh to provide land clearing support in that area.
Upon completion of that mission they were placed in support of the 101lst
Abn Div and are not expected to return until 15 May 71.

(C) Statistical results by area are indicated below:
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TRENCHES MINES &
AREA UNIT ACRES BNKRS & TUNNELS (m) B/T's OTHER
Batangan 59 LCC 7,624 77 13,424 78 720 lbs/rice
20 lbs/salt
26 LCT 2,118 83 1,013 13 20 lbs/rice
118 LCC 346 3 590 2 300 lbs/rice
10,088 163 15,027 93
TRENCHES MINES &
AREA UNIT ACRES BNKRS & TUNNELS (m) B/T's OTHER
Stinson 59 LCC 810 6 2,100 3
26 LCT 674 12 25 7
1484 18 2,125 10
Ky My 26 LCT 718 9 250 18
TOTAL 12,290 190 17,402 121 1040 1lbs/rice

20 lbs/salt
(4) Airfield Rehabilitation.

(a) Tien Phuoc. Following flood damage at the end of Oct 70, the
39th Engr Bn conducted extensive repairs of the runway. Damaged matting
removed and new matting was installed on the runway and the parking apron.
Additionally, the runway ditches were repaired to improve drainage. On
three occasions from Feb to Mar 71, the 39th Engr Bn had to conduct welding
repairs on matting that had become loose.

(b) Tra Bong. The airfield was closed by the 39th Engr Bn 1-14 Jan
71 for repairs. Potholes in the runway and parking apron were filled with
a soil cement mixture accompanied by welding repairs on 9-11 April 71.

(c) Tam Ky. A soft spot was repaired by the 39th Engr Bn in Nov 70.

(d) Minh Long. Welding repairs were made by the 39th Engr Bn in Nov
70.

(e) Ha Thanh. During the period 1 Nov 70 - 21 Jan 71, NCR-32 resurfaced
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the airfield with M8Al matting. From 11-18 April 71, the 2d ARVN Engineers
conducted welding repairs.

(f) Ba To New. NCR 32 constructed a new airfield at this location
during the period 16 Oct 70 to 16 Mar 71. Difficulties due to weather
and transportation problems impeded progress.

(g) Duc Pho. 1In Dec 70, the 26th Engr Bn repaired several soft spots
under the runway and parking apron.

(5) 26th Engr Bn Operations.
a. Combat Engineer Support.
(1) Minesweeping.

(a) Daily minesweeping of Liz, Fat City, Hawk Hill, and the Sniper
Range access roads continued. With training provided by B/26, the respon-
ibility for the daily sweep of the Liz access road was turned over to the
1/20 Inf on 6 April.

(b) In support of division and province convoys, B/26 periodically
swept route 529 from Binh Son to Tra Bong, and D/26 assisted the 39th Engr
Bn in the sweep of route 533 from Tam Ky to Tien Phuoc. Additional mine-
sweeps were conducted by B/26 on the Stinson access road to resupply the
59th LCC, and on the Ky My road to resupply the 26th LCT.

(c) In conjunction with the 26th Engr Bn's road construction pro-
gram, minesweeps were conducted each morning on the Nui Lac Son to Center
road, the Ky My road, the Tien Phuoc to Pleasantville road, and the Stinson
road.

(2) LZ Preparation. Engineer Alpha and Bravo LZ/PZ preparation
teams cleared three LZ's at Nui Don Da (BT282120), Annette (AT965476), and
Hill 510 (AT945405). Two more LZ's are now in progress at Hill 350 (AT812
757) and Hill 848 (BS417925). All of the above LZ's were swept for mines
and booby traps and the surrounding area cleared for fields of fire.

(3) Tactical Wire Installation. From 5-18 Nov 70, E/26 installed
800 meters of the 23d Inf Div's improved tactical wire system to strengthen
the perimeter in Subsector IV. From 24-25 Jan 71, E/26 with personnel
support from B/26, D/26 and the 198th Inf Bde installed 1000 meters of
tactical wire around the beach POL farm. In February, D/26 installed
2200 meters of tactical wire around the other POL farm at the south end of
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the post and installed 1100 meters of chain link fense around the Chu Lai
power plant. An additional 2100 meters of tactical wire were installed
around the battalion's perimeter by D/26.

b. Land Clearing.

(1) Phase I - Batangan. During this operation from 14 Nov to 22
Dec 70, the 26th LCT cleared 706 acres, and destroyed 167 meters of tunnels
490 meters of trenches, 20 fighting positions, and 16 bunkers. Dozers
detonated 9 anti-personnel mines.

(2) Phase II - Batangan. Following a maintenance stand down, the
26th LCT returned to the Batangan during the period 7 Jan to 21 Feb 71,
and cleared 1,412 acres. Sixty seven bunkers, 4 fighting positions, 306
meters of tunnels, and 50 meters of trenches were destroyed. Fourteen
anti-personnel mines were detonated.

(3) Stinson. In conjunction with road building, 26th LCT cleared
674 acres during the period 11-30 Mar 71. Twelve bunkers and 25 meters of
tunnels were destroyed. Seven anti-personnel mines were detonated.

(4) Phase I - Ky My. To support the construction of three PF
outposts, the 26th LCT cleared 204 acres from 4 to 8 Mar 71. No enemy
positions were found. Eight anti-personnel mines were detonated.

(5) Phase II - Ky My. Returning to Ky My on 6 April 71, the 26th
LCT began clearing the priority one area of the 1971 land clearing program.
Statistics on this operation will be reflected in the next ORLL report.

c. Road Construction.

(1) Center Access Road. From 15 Feb to 28 Mar 71, A/26 upgraded
15 km of dry weather road from Ross to Center. A thirty foot 60" CMP
was installed between Ross and Nui Lac Son. Two small bridges were redecked
with PSP and a 50 foot timber bridge was built between Nui Lac Son and
Center. One and one half kms of new road were constructed up the side of
the mountain to the fire base. On 4 April 71, equipment and supplies
belonging to the 3-21 Inf were extracted using this road.

(2) HL 586 - Ky My Road. To support pacification and resettlement
in Quang Tin Province, A/26 upgraded 10 km of dry weather road on HL 586
to the vicinity of BT182221 and constructed two access roads to PF OP's on
Hills 35 and 173. A 90 ft DS Bailey bridge was built at BT263253 to bypass
a damaged Eifel bridge. Work continues on repairing the Eifel bridge.
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(3) HL 527 - Stinson Road. During the period 16 Feb to 4 April 71,
B/26 upgraded 10 km of dry weather road to Stinson. On 48" and eight 36"
CMP culverts were installed. Progress was greatly hampered Dby enemy mining
and sniper activity.

(4) HL 518. Between 5 Nov and 24 Dec 70, B/26 repaired HL 518
to FSB 411 for division convoys. One 48" CMP culvert was installed, pot
holes were repaired, and the road was ditched and crowned.

(5) HL 525. During the period 8 to 28 Feb 71, B/26 repaired HL
525 in the Batangan to support resupply of the 26th LCT. One 48" CMP
culvert was installed and 973 cubic yards of laterite were spread and
compacted.

d. Tactical Bridging Support.

(1) QL-1. During the month of November, two tropical storms
flooded the division area and washed out a number of bridges on QL-1.
Throughout the month, E/26 was tasked to perform bridging missions. On
1 Nov 70, E/26 installed a 38'4" fixed span at bridge #104 and a 23'4"
fixed span at bridge #105. E/26 supported C/26 on 4 Nov by building a
70'DS Bailey at bridge #99C. On 9 Nov, E/26 installed a 45' fixed span
at bridge 99C. Also on the same day, E/26 removed the 38'4" fixed span
at bridge #104. The following day E/26 removed the 70' DS Bailey and the
45' fixed span at bridge #99C. On 28 Nov, E/26 installed a six float
normal M4T6 at bridge #106. On 4 Dec, this float bridge was removed.

On 31 Dec, a 30' fixed span was placed at bridge #88. On 25 Feb, E/26
provided personnel and technical assistance to B Co for the construction
of a 90' DS Bailey at bridge #87. On 27 Feb, E/26 with elements of D/26
and B/26 constructed a 315' M4T6 float bridge at the same site and then
removed the 90' DS Bailey. The float bridge was removed on 14 Mar 71.

(2) HL 529. A 60' DS Bailey was installed at BS537883 on the
26th of Dec to facilitate construction of a timber bridge by the 103d ARVN
Engr Bn. The mission was accomplished by a combined force of E/26 and
one plt from the 103d ARVN Engrs. This bridge was removed by the 103d
ARVN Engr Bn on 16 March. On 6-8 April, E/26 and the 103d ARVN Engr Bn
installed four dry spans to open the road for a division convoy on 10
April 71.

(3) HL 586. A 90' DS Bailey was installed at BT263253 by E/26
and A/26 to bypass a damaged Eifel bridge.

e. Fire base/OP Construction.
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(1) LZ Marge. From 16-27 Jan 71, A/26 reopened LZ Marge. The
project included clearing field of fire, digging a communications trench,
preparing four gun pads, and constructing a helipad and a lookout pad.

(2) LZ Professional. The project commenced 21 April with B/26
providing the effort. To date construction has included 8 living bunkers,
an ammo bunker, 5 gun pads, and aid station, and an interior road. Work
is still in progress.

(3) During the period Dec 70 to Feb 71, C/26 constructed seven
OP's at Legionnaire, Warrior, Woodstock, Wink, Pax, Frag, and Patty for
eventual turnover and occupation by PF forces. Engineer effort consisted
of pushing up defensive berms, laying tactical wire, and building and
installing bunkers.

(4) Fire base Upgrade. Upgrade of existing fire bases during
this period included bunker construction at West Siberia, Maryanne,
San Juan Hill, and Dottie and interior road construction at Liz, Fat City,
Bronco, and Hawk Hill.

(5) Mess Hall and Shower Point Construction. In Dec 70, a survey
was conducted to examine mess hall facilities at all the fire bases in the
division's TAOI. Results showed that a number of these facilities had
deteriorated or were non-existent. As a result, five 20'x64' bunker halls
were constructed at Stinson, Ky Tra, Center, Maryanne, and West; and four
above ground 40'x60' mess halls were built at Dottie, Liz, 411 and San Juan
Hill. 1In addition, seven showers were built at West, Maryanne, Dottie and
Stinson (2), Liz and 411. One shower remains to be installed at San Juan
Hill.

(6) Refuel/Rearm Points. To support Division and ARVN operations
in the western portion of the AO, rearm/refuel points were constructed
at Rawhide, Tra Bong, Tien Phuoc refuel point and Minh Long (Rearm point)
Scope of these projects included building four 20'x22' helipads at each
point, an ammo bunker for the rearm point, and three to four 30'x35' berms
for the POL bladders.

f. The Battalion disposition at the end of the reporting
period was as follows:

(1) HHC, B Co, D Co, E Co, - Chu Lai.
(2) A Co, - Camp Purdue, Da Nang.

(3) C Co. - FSB Bronco
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Headquarters,
Americal Division Artillery,

Period Ending 30 April 1968 (U).

On 8 April, Battery B, 1lst Battalion, 14th Artillery displaced to Hill
68 and on 9 April, Battery D moved to LZ Bowman to support Operation
BURLINGTON TRAIL. On 21 April, Battery B moved to 26th Engineer Base

Camp (BT 439 075) and on 22 April, Battery A moved to LZ Gator (BS 572
965) to support Task Force Roach.
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LZ SUE 0001 8 Mar 68 2400
BS 568878
Co A 1-20 Inf req DUSTOFF for 1 US WHA SB

(shot in leg) during engagement w/sniper
vic BS 982719 at 1701 hrs; sniper fire
came fr vic BS 473725. See DUSTOFF req
attached.
Bn duty officer, Cpt Holbrook, req name S,B
of indiv WHA ref item #36, rept name
RICHARD FRENCH of Co C, 26" Engr.

8 Mar
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(U) Journal opened

(U) 198th Bde, Sp Eisenbarth, Ly Tin, BT382170
at 112150H May 69. RF's rec SAF, called Illum.
Res: 1XVN WIA(E). D/O compl at 112330H May 69.
Fire was directed towards refugee camp. It is
considered atk on pop center. Passed to

G2, CPT Malpass. (Info only)

(C) 1-1 cav, Sgt Evans, C/1-1, BT210238 at

0055H. Rec 5x82mm mort rds and 3XRPG rds w/

NCD.

(U) Co G 75th Ranger, Sp Watt, Radio Relay Tm

North Carolina. BS418998, (En) BS435025 at

0315H. Radio Relay Tm obsr 6xrkt flashes vic

above en grid. Called arty, given check fire

Frd in area.

(U) 26th Engr, Sp Bonanno, B/26th Engr, BS340900
at 0100H. Tra Bong SF Camp rec 9-10 60mm mort rds
w/NCD.

(C) 196th Bde, Sp Franklin, 3/5 ARVN, BT231315

at 0400H. Rec 1x82 mort rd. Res: 2xARVN KIA, 1xARVN
WIA (M) . (Info only)

(C) 198th Bde, Sgt Fults, 2/H/17th Cav, BS524948 M
at 0305H. Rec lxmort rd & SAF. 1xACAV hit, could
still fire. Res: unk dam to ACAV, 4xUS WIA (E) fm
H/17th Cav & 1xUS WIA(E) fm D/5-46. D/O compl

at 0330H.

(C) 11th Bde, Sgt Winkler, R/4-3, BS635447 at M
0445H. Rec 12xrds of 60mm mort & AK-47 fire.

Res: 5xUS KIA, 3xUS WIA(E).

(U) CLDC, Sgt Bodine, 0545H. Resume normal

daylight working conditions eff 0630H.

(C) 11th Bde, Sgt Winkler, C/1-20, BS774376 M
at 0315H. Rec 20xrds of 82mm mort. Res: 1xUS

KIA, 8xUS WIA(E) & 5xUS WIA(M) .

ML

ML

ML

ML

ML

ML

ML

ML

ML
ML
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36 0735(con-t)1x38 cal US pistol & 1lxflare pistol CIA. Cas

break: B/1-82 Arty 2xUS WIA(E), C/39th Engr

3xKIA, 6xWIA(E). Confirmed by 1lth Bde,

Sgt Otto. JM
37 0840 (U) 26th Engr, Sgt Serna, R/Engr at 0807H. Culvert

blown at BS584953. Blown completely across; road

is passable. Culvert blown at BS627836, but passable.

Passed to CSIC, SFC Cornett. JM
38 0930 (U) 123d AVN, Aero Scts. (1) 0700H, BS500752

at 50' obsr 1xVC evading, also rec light 30 cal

fire, rtn fire w/unk res. (2) 0715H, BS491758 at

50" obsr numerous trenches and spider holes.

(3) 0725H, BS483763 at 50' obsr numerous trenches,

spider holes, 50 sampans under brush at NE side

of river plus tunnel entrances and lxgreen shirt.

Sampans eng w/unk res. (4) 0745H, BS482770 at

50' obsr trench line w/triple strand barbed wire.

(5) 0755H, BS501750 at 50' obsr recently vacated 51 cal

mg pos, plus tunnel entrances, (6) 0805H, BS495751 at 50'

obsr 1lxhut w/PSP on side, green poncho, green square can,

1xblood stained shirt and 1xMAM w/wpn. Rec light

30 cal fire, rtn fire w/unk res. (7) 0810H,

BS504748 at 50' obsr 1lxhut w/barbed wire and steaked trench line

around hut. 1xVC evaded, eng w/unk res, partially

dest concrete reinforced bunker. (8) 0820H,

BS498750 at 50' obsr 2xcans belted 30 cal ammo

in foxholes, eng and dest foxholes. (9) 0825H,

BS500752 at 50' rec hv 30 cal AWF, rtn fire w/unk res.

(10) 0845H, BS548746 at 50' obsr 5xVC evading,

numerous tunnels, fighting pos, trench lines, bunkers

fire breaks and 50 cal mg pos, eng w/unk res.

(11) 0850H, BS547773 at 50' obsr 2xVC evading into

tunnel, 1xin green unif, eng w/unk res. Passed to:

Quang Ngai, MSG Henderson; 198th Bde Sp Antencio

11th Bde, Sp Rims & G2 LTC Nelson. JM
39 1035 (C) Amcal, CPT Miller, DTOC. (1) Rec incoming rds.

Alert condition Yellow at 1014H. (2) Notified:

11th Bde, Sgt Otto, 198th Bde, CPT Brammer, 196th

Bde, Sgt Neroes, 1-1 Cav, (line out). (3) 1020H,

initial report fm CLDC rec 4xrkts. (4) 1025H, LTC

Foster, CLDC, Blue Sky's. Passed to AAE, MAJ White.

(5) 1025H, LTC Foster, CLDC, resume normal working
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39 1035(con't)conditions, cas & dam unk at this time. (6)

1210H. Rec 4x122mm rkts 2ximplacted in ocean, lximpacted

vic USO beach NCD. lximpacted vic 312th Evac dest sail

boat w/light dam to building. I1lximpacted vic BT537066

w/neg cas. Possible launch site BS450982. Notified:

C/S Sgt Drosdick & III MAF CPL Stanton. JLH
40 1100 (U) 11th Bde, Sgt Otto, A/4-3, BT618416 at 0940H.

Fnd 2xlarge huts, 5xpunji pits w/100 punji sticks

in bunkers, misc writing material & docu, evac

to LZ Bronco. the rest was dest. Notified: IPW

CPT Stitt. JLH
41 0655 (U) 26th Engr, CPT Williams, BT498067. Bridge

422 (Anton Bridge) half blown, not usable.

No est on time for repair. PF Plat secured brigde.

US plat fm 1-6 Inf was patrolling vic of bridge.

En walked out on cat walk & placed charges.

9th Mar will work on bridge night of 12 May 69

BT407132 fnd wooden road blocks 50m long. ML
42 0715 (U) 26th Engr, CpT wWilliam, BT268273. Bridge 430

south span blown, impassable. Bypass in use as of 1230H ML
43 1055 (U) 11th Bde, Sgt Otto, 19th Engr, BS885309

at 0700H. B/19th Engr fnd road block of rocks

& metal 300m long. Checked out & cleared. A/19th Engr

0805H, BS783432 fnd hole dug in road 5' x4', checked

& cleared. 0815H, BS783432, fnd road blocks

of trees buried in gnd, checked and cleared.

0900H, BS914262, fnd 20 pgnd leaflets, evac to

LZ Bronco. (Info only) JLH
44 1100 (U) 198th Bde, Sp Ball, D/5-46, See DJF entry #18,

120630H May 69. Change grid to: BS523948. Add:

2xRPG rds, 8xChi Com H/gren, 1x81 mort rd, 1x

pair wire cutters & lxwallet w/ID & letters.

Evac to LZ Bayonet. Passed to IPW, CPT Stitt. JLH
45 1115 (C) 198th Bde, Sp Ball, A/5-46, BS726857 at 1017H. M

Det unk type mine. Res: 1xUS WIA(E). D/O compl

at 1023H. JLH
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(C) DTOC, CPT Miller. Blueghost to conduct VR

of rkt pocket ASAP until further notice. Report
on 198th Bde cmd push. Passed to F/8 MAJ Watson
at 1200H. Est time on station 45 to 60 min.
Passed to 198th Bde, acft to be used in rkt pocket
only for VR.

(U) 196th Bde, Sgt Neroes, PF & 1/F/17, 0900H. Rec

800-1000 rds of hv AWF frm BT176457 and BT195469 NCD.

on station at 0945H. Rec 100-250 rds on 4 passes
neg hits. F/17 rec 4x60mm mort rds at Mock Ba Thang
Binh. Obsr large No of VC at BT162467 & BT164460.
Black Ace 32 obsr large No of VC BT157457 w/neg
mil equip or wpns. Neg further.

(U) 196th Bde, Sgt Neroes, A/4-31, AT876210 at
1100H. Dtn 1xVN male, neg wpn or ID. Extracted to
LZ West.

(U) 196th Bde, Sgt Neroes, D/4-31, AT953276 at
1005H. Eng 1xVC evading S. Res: 1xVC KIA, neg won
or ID.

(U) 196th Bde, Sgt Neroes, A/1-46, BT112017 at
0950H. Obsr 3-5 NVA evading, called arty w/

neg res. NVA evaded E.

(U) 196th Bde, Sgt Neroes, BTOC/1-46 BT195072

at 1116H. Hel rec unk amount of AWF w/lxhit

in tail rotor blade, continued to fly. Passed

to AAE, MAJ White at 1220H.

(U) 1-1 Cav, Sgt Neal, B/H-D, BTOC, BT263181

at 1115H. 1xUH-1C, traveling at 600' and 100
knots rec SAF & 1xhit in rotor shaft. Passed

to AAE, MAJ White.

(U) 196th Bde, Sgt Neroes, B/1-46, BT123056 at 1140H.

End 12 guage pump shotgun, unusable and was dest.
(C) 11th Bde, CPT Maxham, Bde HQ, BS812383 at
0130H-0515H. LZ Bronco rec 16xRPG's, 30xmixed

60 & 82mm morts, 10x75 RR, & 11x140mm rkt rds.
Res: 1xKIA & 16 WIA(E). (15xWIA(E) fm HHC 3-1 Inf,
1xUS Air Force WIA(E) & 1xKIA fm C/26th Engr.

7 of 18
TO
12 May 69
JLH
G/S
JLH
M JLH
M JLH
JLH
JLH
M JLH
M
JMS



S-3, 1%t 1%t Cavalry TAM KY, RVN 0001 13 Feb70 2400
13Feb70
1 of 3 pages BT310225

45 1705 SPOT REPORT: C trp. BT254213, found one large tunnel-

350 to 400 meters long. 2 to 8’ feet wide, 2’ to 6° high. Ten

(10) air vents off at right angles to main tunnel—went 3 to 4
meters out then straight to surface. Tunnel had 6’ to 10’ overhead
cover. One branch was 20 meters long (same over dimensions)
main tunnel had one room (8°x6°x8°). Also in the sides of the
tunnel were numerous diggings as though something had

been buried in sides and then dug up. At all corners and

where air vents connected to tunnel were grenade sumps.

One secondary tunnel 100’ long — 2’ to 6° wide — 4’ to 6’

high. No rooms, one branch ten meters long. Both tunnels

had a couple of foot prints in them from last night or early

this morning. The 26™ Engineers are getting demolitions to
destroy tunnel. Nothing was found in tunnel. L ECV
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15 0651 (C) Co A rept Co(-) loc same: 2d plat loc BS
M JPM
534885.

K N HENDRIX, CPT Inf, OIC

le (C) 0720 Msg fr MAJ Holck, S-3, sent to Tra Bong
CO, S2 JPM
SF Camp: Plat Co A & pers fr 26th Engr
will link up w/SF pers today on road in-
tersection at NW tip of 4-3 Inf AO, vic
BS 435871. Purpose of trip is route recon
between Tra Bong SF Camp, BS 344883, &
Hwy #1, BS 604914.
17 0730 (C) At 0730 hrs, 2d squad 2d plat Co C commen-
CO, S3 JPM
ced movement fr night ambush site vic BS
574874 to LZ SUE.
18 (C) 0740 CPT McAnaw, S-3(Air), contacted Cpt Hol-
CO, S3 JPM
brook, Bde TOC 0OIC, ref AO ext to incl
area fr 4-3 Inf AO boundary wvic BS580816,
S along N-S grid line BS59 to E-W grid
line BS78, then W along grid line BS 78
to Bn AO boundary vic BS547780. CPT
Holbrook stated that AO ext was appr by
Div at 022100H Apr 68.

Name and Grade of Officer on Duty Signature
JOHN P McANAW, CPT Inf (John P Mc Anaw)
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locations or received fire from. There is no Bde Informed
casualty report or damage report. S2, DO co
04 0215 (C) Warlords on station. DO vr
05 0515 (C) South OP & Stinger 89, Stinger 89 came on

station to check the area West of Liz with the

aid of the South OP. He had no flares and had

to rely on the searchlight on the South OP to

guide him. He continued to work in the area, check-

suspected enemy locations. He broke station Bde Informed

at 0550 with negative results. 52, DO vr
06 0519 (C) D Co, 1lst Plt at OP Frag received 3 rounds

of M-79 fire none closer than 75 meters to the

OP. Negative damage or injuries. Checked the Bde Informed

area at first light with negative findings. S2, DO vr
07 0550 (C) Stin[gler 89 broke station. DO vr
08 0725 (U) Weather: Variable Cloudiness with rain

wind NW 10 to 18 knots, temperature 65-72°',
humidity 70% to 90%. Outlook through Wed.

little change. DO vr
09 0726 (C) MACV Mo Duc vic 776535, requests Urgent Bde Informed

Dust Off for 7 PF's, Completed 0750. 52, S3 aw
10 0730 S-4, Hornet 616 on station for resupply. S3 tc
11 0747 (C) 26th Engineers, Access Road Sweep started. S3 vr
12 0758 (C) Helix 34 on station, discovered 3-4 new

trails and many footprints on sandbar vic

716423, broke station at 0840. SM, S3 tc
13 0751 (C) MACV Mo Duc requests Urgent Dust Off vic

765473 for 7 ARVN, 7 litter, 3 Urgent, 4 Priority Bde Informed

Completed at 0805. s2. s1, S3 vr
14 0814 (C) LZ Liz, Crater analysis, Direction 4500 (BA)

Dist. 2 km, wpn 82mm mortar, suspected grids, Bde Informed

7343/7243. s2, S3 vr
15 0817 (C) B Co, 1st Plt amb closed 683582, 2nd Plt

closed 672582, 3rd Plt 657576. SM, S3 vr
16 0818 (C) D Co, 2nd Plt PB 743432, CP & 3rd Plt PB

734449, 3rd Plt amb's closing vic 734449. SM, S3 vr
17 0825 (C) 26th Eng, Access Road Open. S3 vr

18 0829 (C) D Co, 1st Plt amb closed 735465. SM, S3 vr
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New Enemy Threats

Homeless In Son Tra

Start Reconstruction

SON TRA-Some 2,000 victims of a Viet Cong terror attack on
this fishing hamlet have started the agonizing rebuilding
process under the shadow of renewed enemy threats.

They are being assisted in their efforts to restore what
had once been their homes by members of the U.S. Army and a
score of Vietnamese and American organizations.

The work is being coordinated by the 5th VA platoon of the
29th Civil Affairs Co. and is being heavily supported by
Americal Div. civic action soldiers.

Renewed Threat

The villagers are doing the actual work-but not without
the threat of renewed enemy violence against them and their
homes.

"The VC have told them they will burn the village again if
the people try and rebuild it, but the people want to go
ahead with the work anyway," Said 1LT Kenneth W. Anderson, a
member of the 5th VA Plt., an organization which works with
the refugees in Quang Ngai Province.

"Our Jjob 1is to advise and coordinate. they make the
decisions and do all the work.

"We've greatly increased the security and we will keep the
people safe," he said.

A platoon of infantrymen from Co. B of the 198th Bde.'s
1st Bn., 52nd Inf., 1s now assigned to the wvillage, 1in
addition to two platoons of Popular Forces (PF) soldiers form
Quang Ngai, about 30 armed Revolutionary Development (RD)
cadremen and a number of "combat youths".

Perimeter Strengthened

The physical perimeter has also been strengthened, with
the addition of five new bunkers, barbed wire and trip
flares.

Actual rebuilding of the 454 destroyed homes began July
16, but preliminary work got underway immediately after the
June 29 attack.

"The villagers have been working hard and have shown good
spirit. Not one of them I know of has left the village.
They're right behind the government on this, and have been
giving us excellent cooperation all the way," said 1LT F.A.
Martineau, of Biddleford, Me, another platoon member.

First priority on the reconstruction list is homes. A
total of 42 10-family housing units will be built, then more
will go up as needed.



Live in Tents

The homeless have been 1living in tents provided by the
198th Inf. Bde.

After homes, the villagers plan to construct a three-room
school, a market place, more wells, a small aid station, a
hamlet hall and a small brick factory, in addition to doing
repair work on the section of the hamlet which was not
destroyed in the fire.

Completion time for the overall project is estimated at
about three months.

Anderson said contributions from the Americal Div. "have
really been outstanding.
(Continued)



Donations

The division has donated, among other things, 500
blankets, six boxes of clothes, 1.5 tons of rice and 118
sheets of plywood. The 26th Engr. Bn., donated a bulldozer
and scraper to assist in preparing the area for construction
work.

Members of the 198th Inf. Bde., the first American unit on
the scene after the attack which claimed 112 1lives, have
added 50 tents, 200 boxes of tea, 60 pounds of clothes, a
half barrel of sap and several other items to the list.

Other donors are the Refugee Service in Quang Ngai, Air
America, which has donated aircraft for transportation, the
6th C.A. Plt. in Chu Lai, the CORDS group in Quang Ngai and
the Americal Div.'s 23rd Med. Bn.

Photo Caption 1. REBUILDING BEGINS-As American machinegun
provides additional protection for the hamlet of Son Tra. To
the right is the area burned down by the Viet Cong in their
recent attack on the village, where rebuilding efforts will
be concentrated. The refugees have been living in tents
scattered throughout the village. (Photo by Sp4 Bill
Guerrant, Photo Editor)

Photo Caption 2-3. WORK REPLACES MOURNING-A Vietnamese
resident (left) of the hamlet Son Tra works to sharpen bamboo
for his new home on the same site where just days before
(right) , a funeral procession wound through the rubble caused
by a Viet Cong terror attack on the village. (Photos by Sp4
Bill Guerrant (left) and Capt. Dennis M. Eilers)
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ARVN's Coached
On Equipment

CHU LAI--Thanks to the efforts of two men from the 26th
Engr. Bn (Cbt), ARVN engineers are now able to operate and
maintain water purification equipment given to them by the

Army.
The engineers-SGT John V. Krezinski, Jr., of Racine,
Wisc., and PFC Kent H. Beman, of Manitowoc, Wisc.--gave seven

ARVN water purification specialists a week's instruction on
the 600-gallon-an-hour airmobile water purification unit.

"The ARVN engineers will operate these units at the 2nd
ARVN Div. Headquarters in Quang Ngai, and instruct others in
water purification," Krezinski said.
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Americal Wraps Up
2 Major Operations

CHU LAI -- Vietnam's longest continuing operation, Wheeler/Wallowa,
ended quietly Nov. 11 after one year to the day of steady action.

A sister operation, Burlington Trail, which ran seven months, ended
the same day.

Both had been conducted in southern I Corps from the coastal
lowlands north of Chu Lai to deep within the rugged, mountainous
interior west of Hoi An and Tam Ky.

Operation Wheeler/Wallowa accounted for 10,013 enemy dead and 2,048
weapons captured. Operation Burlington Trail had a total of 1,944
enemy killed and 545 weapons captured.

"The significant losses, both personnel and weapons, inflicted on
the enemy during the two operations represent losses which North
Vietnam is finding more and more difficult to replace stated LTC A.E.
Adkins, Div. G-2.

Establish GVN Control

MAJ Colin L. Powell, Div. G-3, said, "as a result of these
operations, enemy plans to attack the population centers of Quang Nam
and Quang Tin Provinces have been repeatedly thwarted."

"A major achievement of these operations," the major continued, was
the reopening of the Que Son and Tien Phuoc Valleys and the extension
of GVN control into these important areas.

Operation Wheeler/Wallowa began as two separate operations designed
to seek out and destroy elements of the 2d NVA Division.

Fighting Begins

Operation Wheeler was launched on Sept. 11, 1967 by Task Force
Oregon shortly before its reconstitution as the Americal Division.

On Oct. 4, the 3d Bde, 1lst Cav. Div. (Airmobile) joined the Americal
and immediately launched Operation Wallowa in the northern sector of
the division's area of operations.

Operations Wheeler and Wallowa were combined on Nov. 11, 1967. 1In
recent months the 196th Inf. Bde. and the 1lst Sqgdn., 1lst Cav. have been
the major participants against weakening enemy forces.

First Major Battle

Shortly after the operation's start, "Chargers" and "Dragoons"
killed 128 enemy soldiers in a three-day battle in the Que Son Valley,
west of Tam Ky (see account of the battle, p.6).

The largest battle was a 48-hour action during February, when men of
the 1st/1lst and 196th killed 180 NVA soldiers at "Pink Ville" near Tam
Ky.

Burlington Trail Mission

Operation Burlington Trail was begun April 8, 1968, north of Chu
Lai, under the control of the 198th Inf. Bde. The mission was to open
Highway 533 from Tam Ky to Tien Phuoc, a road controlled by the enemy
for four years. Heavy fighting by the 198th and 1lst Sgdn. 1lst Cav.
allowed elements of the 39th and 26th Engr. Bns. to rebuild and repair
the highway.

Elements of the 39th and 26th Engr. Bns. accomplished the task, with
security provided by "Brave and Bold" units.

"Charlie's on the way down now," said MAJ Powell.

The kill ratio in Wheeler/Wallowa was more than 14 to 1, and in
Burlington Trail, more than 15 to 1.
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Combat In Review

Engineer's Reaction

Saves Buddy's Life

LZ BRONCO -- A quick-thinking combat engineer was
credited with saving the life of one of his fellow soldiers
recently, when the 2 1/2 ton dump truck in which they were
riding struck an enemy mine planted in Highway 1, Jjust
north of Duc Pho.

SP5 Edward Salscheider (Tacoma, Wash.), a combat
construction specialist in the 26th Engr. Bn.'s C Co.,
assigned to the 11th Inf. Bde., was on his way to one of
the brigade's fire support bases.

He was travelling with SP4 Glen Villaneuva (Tampa, Fla.)
and six other engineers to relieve another combat
construction crew when the incident occurred.

Eruption of Flame

"We were about 800 meters outside the Duc Pho city
limits," related Salscheider, "when suddenly the truck
erupted in a nightmare of flame and twisted metal."

The force of the blast threw the truck 120 feet and
tossed the occupants free of the blazing wreckage.

Fiery Rescue

Salscheider, dazed and injured, picked himself up from
the ditch alongside the road. "I saw the demolished truck
ahead of me," he said, "and stumbled toward it to see if
there was anybody left."

The others escaped with minor injuries, but Salscheider
noticed Villanueva lying in a ditch. "His clothing and
hair were on fire so I carried him to a nearby rice paddy
and put out the flames by rolling him in the water," the
young engineer said.

Something Burning

"I was kind of dazed when it happened," remarked
Villanueva. "The first thing I remembered was feeling
someone lifting me up and smelling something burning. The
next thing I knew, I was in the water.

"If it hadn't been for Ed," he continued, "it would have
been a lot worse."
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Religion And You
The Long And Short

By CHAPLAIN (CPT) E. JAMES RICHARDSON

26th Engineer Battalion

When one arrives 1in Vietnam he becomes immediately aware
of the "short-timer,"™ SHORT! is the Jjoyous cry of those
waiting in the air terminal to return to the States. Short!
is the cry of the individual preparing to go on Ré&R. The
short-timer is often recognizable by his reluctance to
venture outside the perimeter. He has a tendency to keep one
eye checking on the nearest bunker or hole to dive into in
case of incoming rounds. In the extreme case, the person
loses interest in everything except clearing.

When we examine <closely the short-timer attitude we
realize that there are many people who go through their whole
lives as short timers. The short-timer is not interested in
his present job because he doesn't plan to be around long.
He isn't willing to participate 1in the affairs of his
community because he is only going to be there for a short-
time. The short-timer is not interested in religion because
he cannot or will not recognize the long range effects upon
his life.

God's alternative to the "Short" attitude is the "long"
of it. The "long-timer" admits his need of God and his
involvement with his fellowman. The awareness of God's
continuing 1love for and involvement with man leads an
individual to get involved completely in 1life. Commitment to
God and concern for the needs of our fellowman yields lives
filled with meaning and joy. God invites each of us to stop
and take a "long" look at life.
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9th Support Area Is Busy
With Construction Projects

Lz MUD--The sound of saws and hammers never stops these
days around the home of the 9th Spt. Bn. here.

The men of Co. C (Medical) are busy constructing a new 36-
bed ward, a mess hall for patients nd company staff, an
olympic-sized swimming pool (only pool in the Americal), and
900 feet of concrete sidewalks.

The most ambitious item of the building schedule, the new
ward will be air-conditioned and humidity-controlled.

According to CPT Watson Samples, Co. C's XO, the ward's
controlled atmosphere will result in a 30 to 40 percent drop
in the average patient's recovery time. "Skin diseases
especially will be much easier to treat. They are
particularly sensitive to temperature and humidity," he said.

An H-shape design 1is being used for the new ward where
198th Inf. Bde. soldiers will be treated. The two wings will
each hold 18 beds, and the connecting hallway will house the
nursing facility. Four nurses will be on duty during the day
and three at night.

Plans also are Dbeing made for a day-room and canteen
facility for the patients. CPT Samples' goal is to keep his
patients as happy and comfortable as possible.

The ward project is a joint effort of B Co., 26th Engr.
Bn., civilian advisers of the 335th Maint. Bn., and C Co.
personnel.
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Cripple NVA Coastal Efforts

11th Uncovers NVA Camps

DUC PHO - The continued discovery of NVA base camps west of here, by
probing soldiers of the 11th Inf. Bde., has denied a valuable rear zone
to NVA coastal operation in southern I Corps.

So far, during Operation Vernon Lake II, the "Jungle Warriors" have
unearthed 73 enemy base camps in an area southwest of Quang Ngai City.

D Co., 4th Bn., 21st Inf. recently found a probable NVA division-level
headquarters and base camp 22 miles west of Duc Pho.

The camp covered nearly half a grid square (250,000 sgquare meters) and
contained three separate complexes of 50 structures.

NVA Leave In Hurry

CPT Robert E. Winn (Rankin, Tex.), D Co. commander, stated that the
base camp was the most sophisticated one he had ever seen.

No contact was made with the enemy, but it was apparent that the camps
had been occupied in the previous 24 hours.

Hub of Activity

1LT James H. Elliot Jr. (Smithfield, Va.), 1lst Plt. leader, noted,
"When my element went in the lowest camp, they found pots on the tables
in the officers mess with fresh flowers and a freshly plucked chicken in
the kitchen."

The camps were connected by well-worn paths, with (Continued on Page
3) Find NVA Base Camps (Continued from Page 1) other paths leading into
the mountains.

"Judging by the trails leading into the area," said SP4 Lewis Miller
(Alexandria, Ohio), "it looks 1like the base camp was popular with the
NVA."

Training Center Found

the most recent base camp discovery in the Duc Pho area was made by B
Co., 4th Bn., 21st Inf. It consisted of 16 well-constructed huts.

Used as a training area for VC, the NVA base camp contained huts of
varying sizes, with some three or four feet in the ground.

Some of the hootches had walls with three feet of dirt between logs
for fortification.

Well-Camouflaged

Dominating the camp was a large mess hall with a cooking house where
smoke was filtered out through tunnels to prevent discovery from the air.

Using the best camouflage techniques, the NVA built their huts around
trees, and gathered logs from a wide area to prevent evidence of
construction.

A few structures were made from pre-fabricated materials.

The camp was so well-camouflaged that B Co. had walked by the same
area a week earlier and did not detect the site.

Discover Instruction Devices

Evidence of the training area mounted as the "Gimlets" found documents
on hand grenades and anti-tank mines, including detailed descriptions and
drawings on how to construct the mines, 20 Chicom grenade booby traps,
and 500 pounds of nitro starch explosive.

When B Co. moved out of the area, there was nothing left for the NVA
to come back to.

C Co., 26th Engr. Bn., used 500 pounds of C-4 explosive to destroy
the huts, some which had stone walls 36-inches thick.
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(Continued)

Cripple NVA Coastal Efforts

11th Uncovers NVA Camps

Discoveries Hurt NVA

The area in which the enemy structures were unearthed has long been an
unmolested sanctuary for the NVA.

Recently, however, elements of the 11th Bde. have moved in to drive
the enemy out, forcing him to leave many supplies and weapons.
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Photo Caption: A Wade In The Water

A 175mm self-propelled gun splashes its way across the
Minh Long River. The big guns were traveling a one-lone road
cut out of rugged country by the 26th Engr. Bn. The road
connected Binh Son with the Civilian Irregular Defense Group
(CIDG) camp at Minh Long. (Photo by SGM John R. Spehar, 26th
Engr. Bn.) (Comment: This is only one of many examples of
photos taken by John R. Spehar).

o

2 ...--h‘ﬁz ,A—-nl‘-:...ri—s —1-!"

A Wade In The Water

A 175mm self-propelled gun splashes its way across the
Minh Long River. The big guns were traveling a one-lane
road cut out of rugged country by the 26th Engr. Bn., The
road connected Binh Son with the Clvilian Irregular Defense
Group (CIDG) camp at Minh Long. (Photo by SGM John R.
Spehar, 26th Engr. Bn.)




02Mar69-Southern Cross Vol. 2 No. 05 Page 7
GI Forgotten In December
Enjoys Xmas In February

LZ BRONCO -- Last Christmas, when everyone was receiving
packages from the Red Cross and other organizations, SP4
Ronald F. Blago of C Co., 26th Engr. Bn. was not so
fortunate.

The company had run out of "goody bags" when it was his
turn to receive one. SP4 Gregory Homme, also of C Co., came
to the rescue, however, and gave Blago a pack of cigarettes
from his own package.

The engineer noticed that the gift was from the Passaic
Valley (N.J.) Elks Lodge. Blago felt that even though it was
a small gift, a not of thanks was in order.

In early February, the "White Lion" received a reply to

his note. The lodge was so warmed by his response that they
sent him a letter and package weighing at more than 12
pounds.

Among the assortment of good things inside was a 2 1/2-
foot Danish sausage and a five-pound wedge of provolone
cheese.

To Blago it was a complete surprise. As he put it, "Just
like Christmas in February."
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Photo Caption: Dozing Along

Bulldozers manned by members of C Co., 26th Engr. Bn.
begin a road clearing project northwest of Quang Ngai City to

a new firebase site. E Trp., 1lst Cav. provides security for
the engineers. (Photo by SP4 Lou Pearson, 523rd Sig. Bn.)
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Religion and You
By CHAPLAIN (CPT) JOHN P. KOWAL
26th Engrs.

Thomas Aquinas, the great philosopher and theologian of
the thirteenth century, once wrote "We come to our knowledge
of the supernatural through the natural." Put another way,
the maxim simply means that we come to our knowledge of God
through our knowledge of man and earth.

Despite the horrors of war seen in the desolation of a
land its people, there are few of us so jaded that we haven't
at one time or another expressed words on the beauty of the
land in which we find ourselves. The youngsters selling
popsicles, the men working in the fields, the women sweeping
the dust from their homes, are they really so different from
those we have left behind in the states? How many times have
we heard the beaches of Chu Lai compared to a beach of the
coast of Maine, Florida or California.

Perhaps understanding these people and their homeland will
easily bring our minds to thoughts of places and persons we
love. It is precisely in this understanding of people and
places that we can come to a knowledge of God, and more
important a dedication to him. The words of Scripture put it
this way, "No man can hate his brother and love me."

It would not seem irreverent then, to develop the most
intense love and loyalty to these people and places that we
love. Perhaps in this way we can find God with a little less
difficulty. He's not the old man with a long beard waiting
to catch us out in evil, instead he is the love a man has for
his wife, his girl friend, his family, all those things we
count the days to reach again.

Yes, the pain of separation hurts all of us, we are so
alone at times, but if we have any real interest or love for
any one person or persons we cannot suffer loneliness to any
large extent.

This land is a rough training school to learn love and
loyalty, but in our own hearts, each in his own way, what an
effective one it is. We have learned our own inadequacies,
we learn to grow up just a little more and when we go home we
have so much more to give than ever before. Maybe in the
understanding of ourselves, of others and God, we have
finally come to realize that the greatest good we can do for
another is not just to share with him our riches, but to
reveal to him his own.
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Photo Caption: Easy Does It
SGT Harry R. Fisher (Minneapolis) cautiously probes into a
suspicious mound of dirt in the roadway to see if the VC have
planted an explosive charge there. The minesweep operations
between LZ Baldy and Ross on Highway 535 are conducted by A
Co. 26th Engr. Bn. and members of the 2nd ARVN Division.
(Photo by SP5 John Ramanauskas, Americal IO)
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Uncovers More Than Just Worms
Clearing Project Levels Jungle
By PFC BILL 03September69-Southern Cross Vol. 2 No. 23
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Uncovers More Than Just Worms
Clearing Project Levels Jungle

By PFC BILL EFTINK

LZ STINSON -- From the ground it is almost impossible to comprehend
the size of the massive land clearing operation.

It takes a six-minute helicopter ride over the area to really bring
home just how much the powerful D-7 bulldozers have changed the landscape
along the banks of the Song Tra Khuc west of Quang Ngai City.

The river, which marks the lower boundary of the 198th Inf. Bde.'s
operational =zone, serves as an important transportation route as it
snakes its way deep into the mountainous Jjungles of South Vietnam. The
brush covered foot trails along its banks have served as a route for
North Vietnamese supplies coming through these mountains.

Offered Cover

"The trails leading from one bamboo patch to the next, were covered
enough so that it was difficult to detect the enemy from the air, and the
numerous bunkers in the area offered reasonable security from artillery
and air strikes," said team leader SFC Percy L. Gardner (Washington,
D.C.) of B Co., 26th Engr. Bn., which along with an engineer platoon from
the 6th ARVN Regt. is manning the project.

"What we are doing 1is Jjust clearing everything from the riverbank
inward for a thousand meters," said Gardner.

Clearing everything includes crushing well built camouflaged bunkers,
toppling deep-rooted willow trees and crashing into dense thickets of
giant bamboo that presented a special problem to the engineers.

"These large bamboo poles gave us a lot of trouble when we were using
our regular bulldozer blades. When we pushed them over they would
frequently just spring back up," Gardner explained.

To overcome this problem the engineers have equipped their bulldozers
with special shear-type blades which cut the bamboo off at the ground
instead of trying to push it over.

The grinding advance along the river has done more than make the area
unsuitable for a future supply route. As the heavy machines uncover
enemy tunnels, the number of enemy supply and rich caches continues to
rise. More than 16,000 tons of rice have been found as the retreating
enemy is pushed farther back into the mountains.

Predictably, the project isn't very popular with the enemy, and a
company of riflemen from the 1st Bn., 52 Inf., form a security perimeter
around the engineers while they work.




Plowing Along

With the project running about one month ahead of schedule and the
resupply situation described as "really great" the engineers plan to just
keep pushing on.

After the tunnels, bunkers and other enemy cover is destroyed, the
Vietnamese farmers will be able to move back into the fertile area along
the river bank from which many of them were driven from in the past by
Viet Cong harassment.

And the North Vietnamese soldiers will find it pretty risky walking
along the banks of the Song Tra Khuc, now that his cover has been plowed
under. (198th IO)
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Buddha Statuette Returned

SON TINH--A short while ago SP4 Juan Jimenez (Palm
Springs, Calif.), a demolitions specialist with B Co., 26th
Engr. Bn., stepped into a deserted Dbunker on an NVA
infiltration route 19 miles south of Chu Lai.

"I was checking it to see how much explosives would be
needed to destroy 1it," he said, "when I saw a 2 1/2 foot

statuette of Buddha. I thought it was probably of some
religious value to the Vietnamese, so PFC John F. Hungsberger
(Somerset, Ky.), the 'dozer' driver and I carried it
outside." The stone and cement statuette weighed about 100
pounds.

1LT Robert Mocarski (Holyoke, Mass), 1lst platoon leader of
B Co. arrived then, finding not only a blown up bunker but
also a serene Buddha perched on his large D-7 bulldozer.
Jiminez explained the situation, saying that he thought the
article should be taken back to basecamp.

When the statuette was brought to LZ Bayonet, CPT Warren
W. Sullivan (Fredericksburg, Va.), company commander, asked
the brigade civil affairs section to coordinate with
Vietnamese officials for 1its return to local Buddhist
religious leaders.

The 26th Engr. Bn. Commander, LTC Donald R. Swygert
(Ballentine, S.C.), flew by helicopter to Son Tinh to
officially present the Buddha to authorities at the district
headquarters. (198th IO)
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Photo Caption: Heavy Load Crossing River

A heavy duty bulldozer of the Div.'s 26th Engr Bn. tows a
grader across a river south of Quang Ngai. (Photo by SP4 Lou
Pearson, 523rd Sig. Bn.)

Heavy Load Crossing River

A hqavy duty bulldozer of the Div.'s 26th Engr. Bn. tows a grader sicross a river south of
Quang Ngal. (Photo by SP4 Lou Pearson, 523rd Sig. Bn.)



BRONZE STAR MEDAL WITH "V" DEVICE

SP4 Ellwood Anderson (lst OLC), 11lth Bde; SP4 Ronald E.
Baysinger (1lst OLC), 196th Bde; SGT James R. Broadfoot, 123rd
Avn Bn (Warlords); SP4 Carlos L. Brock, 196th Bde; SP4 Garnett Brooks
Jr.,
11th bde; SP4 Paul J. Coriddi, 1lth Bde; PFC Nathaniel Dease, 198th
Bde; SSG Danny Dingus (lst OLC), 196th Inf; SP5 Robert E. Dontion,
196th Bde; SGT Gary J. Eldridge, 26th Engr Bn; SP4 Danny R.
Ellison, 26th Engr Bn; PFC Tony L. Flynn, 11th Bde; SP4 Larry
B. Gabriel, 196th Bde; SP4 Robert P. Gleason, 196th Bde; SP4
Pruitt B. Googe, 26th Engr Bn; SP4 Winston B. Harris, 26th Engr
Bn; 1LT Kim J. Henningsen, 198th Bde; SP4 Willie Jackson, 196th
Bde; SGT Jack W. Johnstone, 196th Bde; 2LT Bruce Kai, 11lth Bde;
CPT Frank W. Koleszar (4th OLC), 11lth Bde; SP4 Jame C.
Lawson, 11lth Bde; SP4 Alfred Lopez, 1llth Bde; 1SG William J.
Martin, 196th Bde; PFC William B. Matson, 196th Bde; SP4 Charley
Mayberry, 1lth Bde; SGT Jeffrey M. Narcotta (lst OLC), 1lth Bde;
SGT Harvey M. Pace III, 11lth Bde; SSG Barry J. Quigley (lst
OLC), 196th Bde; SGT John K. Riggleman, 11th Bde; CPT John S. Walker
(3rd OLC), 11lth Bde; SSG Michael H. Wallace (lst OLC), 196th Bde; 1LT
David A. Waltz (2nd OLC), 196th Bde; PFC Carlton E. Webb, 198th Bde; SP4
Willard R. Williams Jr. 196th Bde; SP4 Larry P. Zimmerman 196th Bde.
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A Bde 'Moves' An LZ

LZ HAWK HILL -- A line of five-ton flatbed trailer trucks
hauling metal conex containers tore a path through the muddy
road as they departed the Division's LZ Baldy.

Enroute to the new home of the 196th Inf. Bde. at Hawk
Hill, the convoys rolled carefully along. The mammoth task
of moving the major portion of the brigade and its components
was completed within four days.

Because of a well coordinated move-plan initiated by
Brigade staff officers, all of the administrative sections
remained operational throughout the move.

More than 171 bunker complexes were constructed within
sixty days by members of A Co., 26th Engr. However heavy
monsoon rains temporarily put a damper on further

construction efforts. "The biggest problem we had was water
seepage into the buildings," recalled 2LT Jesse Daughtery
(South Bend, Ind.) 1st Plt. Leader A . Co. "We solved that

by placing rubber matting on the roofs."

Artillery from 3-82 Arty. was shuttled to the new location
by Chinook helicopters. The available firepower of the guns
was never lost as each gun was placed singly and put into
operation before another gun was moved.

"The men did an outstanding Jjob considering the adverse
weather conditions and the short period of time they said we
had to move," said LTC Edwin Kennedy (Gulfport, Miss.) Bde.
Exec. Officer. "We continued our move even though the roads
were washed out, but hauling more than 17 conex loads to Hawk
Hill by Chinook.™ (196th IO)
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AWARDS
&
DECORATIONS
AIR MEDAL WITH "V" DEVICE

CW2 Robert E. Bailey (15th Awd), 14th Cbt Avn Bn; SP5
Terry L. Bennett (3rd Awd), 123rd Avn Bn (Note:A/123rd Avn Bn
2nd Flt Plt); SP4 Frank R. Brown Jr (2nd Awd), 14th Cbt Avn
Bn: SGT Ralph B. Burchfield (2nd Awd) 123rd Avn Bn; (Note:
B/123rd Avn Bn); SP4 Horace M. Cassels (2nd Awd), 14th Avn Bn
(Note: 174th AHC);

SP6 Richard O. Colgate, (10th Awd), 14th Avn Bn: SP4
Michael D. Deahl (11lth Awd), 14th Cbt Avn Bn; SP4 Peter Gudz
(2nd Awd), 123rd Avn Bn; WOl John T. Haselden (2nd Awd), 123d
Avn Bn; WOl Richard F. Hutson, 14th Cbt Avn Bn; WOl Richard
S. Jones (23rd Awd), 1l4th Cbt Avn Bn; WOl Raymond L. Jopes
(18th Awd), 14th Cbt Avn Bn; WOl James R. Leech (2nd Awd),
14th Cbt Avn Bn; SP5 John L. May (3rd Awd, 14th Cbt Avn Bn;
1LT Kenneth E. Mayberry, 26th Engr Bn: SP4 Daniel C. Moody,
lst Cav; SP4 Peter Walsh (2nd Awd), 14th Cbt Avn Bn.
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Photo Caption - BUILDING AN INTERSTATE FREEWAY? Not really. This member of the
26th Engr. Bn., is leveling out a gun position on LZ Siberia for C Btry 3-82nd
Arty. Since they are in the field a great deal engineers play a dual role, having
to be proficient at being both infantrymen and combat engineers. (Photo By SP5 M.
L. Hoskinson. Americal IO) (Note nice view of the valley in the background as a
helmetless engineer operates a bulldozer)

BUILDING AN INTERSTATE FREEWAY" Not reall) ‘I'his member o( che m Engr. Bn., is
leveling out a gun position on LZ Siberia for C Btry 3-82nd Arty. Since they are in the field a great
deal engineers play a dual role, having to be proficient at being both infantrymen and combat engi-
neers, (Photo By SP5 M. L. Hoskinson, Americal 10)



Rugged 26th Engineers Observe Anniversary

By SFC Herb Nesmith

CHU LAI-The Division's 26th Engr Bn. this month celebrated its second
anniversary of service in Vietnam. Battalion commander LTC Donald R. Swygert
(Ballentine, S.C.) personally visited each of the companies on Dec. 8 -- the
anniversary date -- to present awards, briefly review the history of the 26th
Engr. Bn., and congratulate the Army engineers on their successful and important
work with both the Americal and Vietnamese forces in southern I Corps.

Mission of Battalion

The mission of the "White Lions" is to provide a special engineer staff and to
direct combat engineer support to the Division and its elements.

The battalion was first activated in the Panama Canal Zone at Ft. Clayton on
Dec. 2, 1954, and was a component of the 23rd Infantry Division. One of its
units, C Co. had already been credited with prior service, having taken part in
the WWII campaigns of Normandy, northern France, the Rhineland, and Central
Europe. The battalion was inactivated April, 10 1967.

Reactivation to Battle

The 26th Engineers were reactivated in Vietnam on Dec. 8, 1967 with four of its
six companies already in-country.

Alpha Co. (formerly the 175th Engr Co.) both then and now provides engineer
support to the 196th Bde.

Bravo Co. came from Ft. Hood, Tex. with the 198th Inf. Bde., and was formerly
designated the 555th (Triple Nickel) Engr. Co.

Charlie Co. (previously the 6th Engr. Co.) arrived in the Republic with the
11th Inf. Bde.

Echo Co. is the former 554th Engr. Co. (Float Bridge)

Headquarters Co. was formed from men of the U.S. Army Vietnam Engineer Command
(Provisional.)

The battalion now enters its third year of service in Vietnam and continues to
provide vital support to the Division (198th IO)
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The Sapper-Subtle Infiltrator

One of the ways the enemy can attempt to inflict damage and casualties
on U.S. and their bases 1s to use "sapper" elements to infiltrate
defensive perimeters.

One good way to cut down the sappers' effectiveness is to improve the
design of perimeter defenses. But how do you know if a new design is
better than the old one? One answer is to watch a sapper as he tries to
penetrate the new defense.

Samples of wvarious kinds of defensive barriers were recently
constructed on LZ Fat City by men of Echo Company, 26th Engineer
Battalion. Two Kit Carson scouts, former enemy sappers, then attempted
to penetrate the barriers.

Once these two sappers have stealthily approached the outer edge of a
defensive perimeter, they crawl along the edge of the wire, looking for a
point that lends itself to penetration.

While the lead man reaches out to begin the penetration, the follow-up
comes behind with the wire cutters.

Carefully, the sapper works his way under the maze of tanglefoot wire,
then pries the upper half of his body into the roll of concertina wire
within the tanglefoot.

Once inside the 1loops of concertina, the sapper crouches low and
begins to work on the tight strands of the wire connecting the stakes
which anchor the concertina.

He touches only those wires he plans to touch. Cans hung in the wire
as noisemakers remain still and silent as the sapper contorts his body to
work his slow, steady way through.

Each time the sapper confronts a barrier, he decides whether he should
go under or through it, or if the wire cutters could be used to save time
and ensure success.

As he encounters each new obstacle, he gingerly opens an aperture
large enough for him to ease through, careful to make no noise or show
himself by rapid movement. Each new barrier means that he must check it
for trop flares and other devices. If he misses even one, 1t could
betray him.

In addition to his own skills, the sapper must rely on a few other
factors. Most of his work is during the hours of darkness, and a
moonless night increases his chance of success. Whenever visibility is
not as good as usual, the sapper has an advantage.

On a windy night, any small nose he might make may be drowned out by
the wind, giving him a second chance to continue his mission.

Men who became suspicious of sounds coming from their front and who
report them to their supervisors may make the infiltrator's smallest
mistake his last.

(Continued)
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(Continued)
The Sapper-Subtle Infiltrator
Photos By
SP4 J.B. Majerus
Americal IO

Photo Captions:
1) Sappers crawling about the perimeter of the concertina
wire barriers

looking for the best point of entry.
2) Lead Sapper begins the penetration as the Follow-up Sapper
waits his turn.
3) Lead Sapper and Follow-up Sapper are now Dboth in the
concertina wire maze

amongst the "noisemaker cans" hanging in the wire.
4) Lead Sapper contorts to get through the tanglefoot.
5) Sapper as viewed inside the "tube" view of the rolled of
concertina

wire.
6) Sapper through one row of obstacle, ready for the next.
7) Sapper using wire cutters.
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Proud Men Serving
Our Action Army
Photo SSG Ronnie A. Hodges
Career Counselor
Americal Hgs.
By MSG H.A. Bonesio

Sixty-six soldiers reenlisted in the AMERICAL Division during a two-
week period. More than 68 percent of the reenlistees were formerly First
Termers.

Division Troops were represented by SP5 James D. Fletcher, 23rd
MP Co.; from the 523rd Sig. Bn., SSG Virgil Bennett, HHC, and SSG
Raymond Burns, A Co.; from the 26th Engr. Bn., MSG David Heidt,
HHC, and SP4 Blanchard Olivis, E Co.

Support Command had PFC Michael Meehan and SSG. James
Young, 23rd Admin. Co.; SP4 Thomas Gilbert, 63rd Inf. Plt. (CT);
SFC James F. Guttierrez, HQ & A Co., 23rd Med. Bn.; SP4 Walter
Chisolm and PFC John Sullivan, HHC, 23rd S & T Bn; PSC Paul
Ikeda, Cbt Ctr.

Division Artillery retains PFC Vernon Brown, HHB, 1-14th Arty.;
SSG James Smith, A Btry., 3-82nd Arty.; from 3-16th., SFC Frank
Roulette, Svc. Btry., SSG Isaac Hart, A Btry., SGT Robert Snow, C
Btry.

The 16th Combat Aviation Group keeps SFC Ronnie D. Hodges,

HHC; SSG Richard Lampman, 71st Avn. Co.; SFC Joseph Barnett,
174th Avn. Co.; from the 723rd Maint. Bn., SP6 John J. Hehn and
SSG Peter Farrin, E Co.

The 196th Infantry Brigade re-upped SFC Carl Higginbotham,

HHC; from 4-31st Inf., SGM Antonio Guterrez, HhC, PFC Charles
Wilson, A Co., PFC Steven Chapman, D Co., 1SG Robert

McDermott, E Co.; from 1-46th Inf., PFC Daniel Koch, B Co., SP4
Frank White, PFC Jimmie Davis, PFC Stanley Bradley, PFC Dan
Farmer, all from D Co.; from 2-1st Inf., SP4 Jimmie Ogden,

HHC, SP4 Larry Sidebottom, PFC Michael Shaffer, SP4 Carlos Reed,
PFC Alan Turner, PFC Robert Brady, PFC Barry Mogil, PFC Gerald
Albracht, PFC Eugene Williams, PFC Walter Dembowski, PFC

Joseph Seid, PS4 [SP4] Donald Evans, all form A Company, PFC Larry L.
Laurenzana and PFC Ernest Harris, C Co., SP4 Howard Walter, D
Co.
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Photo Caption: First Lieutenant Albert Lagasses, Bingham,
Maine, working with Bravo Company, 26th Engineer Battalion
moves out to talk with one of the D-7 bulldozer operators
just outside the wvillage of Van Thien. (Photo by SP4 J.B.
Majerus)

™ IS wry,

First Lieutenant Albert Lagasses, Bingham, Maine, working
with Bravo Company, 26th Engineer Battalion moves out
to talk to one of the D-7 bulldozer operators just outside
the village of Van Thien. (Photo by SP4 J.B. Majerus)
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48 ton rice cache found
By SP4 Toby Prodgers
FSB LIZ (1llth INF BDE IO) - Operating under frequent

harassment from VC snipers, a company of the 11th Infantry Brigade
soldiers recently uncovered one of the largest enemy rice caches ever
found in the I Corps Tactical Zone. The men of Company C, 1lst Battalion,
20th 1Infantry conducted an intensive, nine-day search operation that
produced 97,500 pounds of enemy rice along the coastline, ten miles north
of Duc Pho.

Initially, Company C had been "combat assaulted" two miles east of the
village of Mo Duc, on information that a large unit of VC was operating
in the area. Engineers from the 26th Engineering Battalion had reported
several instances of enemy sniper fire and mortar fire as well as a
number of booby traps.

Company C swept through the flat, open rice paddies, interspersed with
hedgerows, mangrove swamps, and small, oasis-type hamlets. A short range
patrol from the mortar platoon was sent to check one of these hamlets.

A routine search failed to vyield any significant results until

Sergeants James E. Balcarczyk, Lackawanna, N.Y., and Alan P. Denucci,
North St. Paul, Minn., entered an old church, fallen into disuse. Once
inside, the two men discovered rice hidden in coffin-like Dboxes.

Intensifying their search, they came up with almost two and a half tons
of the enemy food staple and sparked company-sized search operation that
was to last for the next nine days. Searching all four small hamlets,
the company found hidden caches in virtually every hut.

"At first we found simple caches hidden under woodpiles, haystacks,

and in bunkers. As time went on, though, we found them buried in gardens
with fertilizer spread over the rice. It'd be in the pig pens too, under
the mud, straw, and dirt. Ninety percent of it was in plastic bags,"

explained Staff Sergeant John G. Moore, Oxford, Ala.
In one instance, a man put a stick through the floor of one of the

hooches and exposed a subfloor full of rice. Up to two layers of caches
were found in some of the hooches. (continued on page 6) Sykes' Regulars
find rice -- 48 tons (continued from page 1)

The night of the first find, the third platoon was setting up outside
one of the hamlets for security, when Specialist Four James M. McCord,
Holly Hill, Fla., hit a 300 pound cache while digging out a foxhole.

Later, First Lieutenant John P. Grice, Jackson, Miss., the mortar
platoon leader struck a 1,300-pound cache when he stepped outside to dig
a field latrine.

Two days after the search operation began, a Chinook, hovering above a
load of rice to be extracted took a heavy volume of enemy machinegun and
automatic weapons fire from one the nearby swamps.

"Shark" gunships from the 174th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter)
were called in and hit the enemy position with rockets. Immediately
after the aerial bombardment the first and second platoons moved into the
swamp, destroying bunkers marked by a Light Observation Helicopter
hovering overhead. During the contact, the men killed one VC and
detained 11 others.

Much of the rice was reserved for distribution to civilians in the
area and the rest was sent to Mo Duc for wider distribution throughout
Quang Ngai Province. The enemy's failure to retain his mammoth rice
supply will almost certainly have its effect on the main force NVA and VC
Infantry Brigade's area of operation.

(continued)
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(continued)
48 ton rice cache found

Photo Captions:

1) Company C, 1lst Battalion, 20th Infantry, 11th Infantry Brigade, moves
in line through a rice paddy in a search operation south of Chu Lai which
yielded 97,500 pounds of rice (Photo by SP4 Herbert Brady)

2) Soldiers of the 1lst Battalion, 20th Infantry, 11lth Infantry Brigade, load
sacks of rice onto a helicopter which was part of the cache found 2 miles
east of Mo Duc. The rice cache was distributed to Vietnamese families.
(Photo by SP4 Herbert Brady)
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Blueprint for development
By SGT Bob Nordyke
LZ HAWK HILL (196th INF BDE IO) - Transportation has been

known historically as a unifying influence for a nation. Recognizing this, the
196th Infantry Brigade's pacification program includes a Dblueprint for the
development of highways in Vietnam.

One of the most recent road building projects in Vietnam has been undertaken by
combat engineers attached to the brigade.

The project is a dry weather, coastal road from Tam Ky north to Thang Binh with
three access roads to Highway 1, South Vietnam's busiest road. The new road will
help bring some of the remote, outlying areas under the wing of the Government of
Vietnam.

"The new road will help realize three facets of the Vietnamese pacification
program," said Captain James Adams, Pittsburgh, assistant intelligence officer.
"These are security, economic, and political goals."

The road, Captain Adams explained will increase the security of the area,
allowing easier troop movement should rapid mobilization be necessary.

It will also be an economic boost to the country, providing access to markets
for the scattered, rural villages along the coast.

Work on the new road began the first of June with Company A, 26th Engineer
Battalion rafting heavy equipment across the Tam Ky River and improving an
existing road from Tam Ky to the coast four miles away.

"The road from Tam Ky to the beach doesn't present too much of a problem," said
First Lieutenant Ron Grantham, San Francisco, "about all we have to do is fill
some holes and grade it."

The real work comes when the engineers turn north towards Thang Binh, laying
the 20 foot wide avenue that will allow passage of any military vehicle the allies
have in Vietnam.

The heavy work, done mainly with bulldozers and five ton trucks, covers the
flat, coastal area, checkered with soggy, terraced rice paddies, occasionally
broken with tree 1lines, that 1lie adjacent to Barrier Island and parallel to
Highway 1.

"Now the transportation routes are no more than 'Honda' trails when they are
that much," continued Lieutenant Grantham.

The road-building in this terrain involves building up these paths on the high
ridge of the land, up grading them, widening them, and leveling them.

"The surface will be of laterite, like the roads on Hawk Hill. 1It's a residual
soil of decayed rock that gets extremely hard in dry weather and makes a good
solid surface," explained Lieutenant Grantham.

The finished road will complete another phase of pacification, knitting some of
the northern provinces of Vietnam closer together with over 36 miles of new
highway.



28Aug70-Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 32 Page 2
Kham Duc airstrip gets needed repair
By PFC Guy Winkler

KHAM DUC (AMER1CAL IO) - Various elements of the
Division are presently on a top priority mission to repair 5,000 feet of
abandoned runway for use at Khan Duc, approximately seven miles east of
Laos.

The runway, which was previously occupied by the 5th Special forces in
1968, was abandoned in May of that year.

Today, A Company of the 26th Engineer Battalion along with men of the
Seabee Construction element are working together to reconstruct the
damaged runway and surrounding area. Elements of the 2nd Battalion, 1st
Infantry, 196th Infantry Brigade and Dbattery units from the 1st
Battalion, 82nd Artillery are providing security of the area.

In the middle of July the construction teams, infantry elements and

artillery units were inserted at Kham Duc. "There was very little enemy
opposition when we first arrived," says Lieutenant Colonel Alton H.
Coleman, commander of the 2nd Battalion, 1lst Infantry. "It was all just

small arms and M-79 fire," he says.
With support elements surrounding the runway on the hills on all sides,
the engineers and EOD teams began the task of removing booby trap mines

from the strip. "We have found over 150 booby traps which had to be dug
out of the runway," says Captain Aaron Evans, commanding officer of A
Company, 26th Engineers. He says, "Our primary concern is to patch up

the runway for the planes to land."

The companies that set up night defensive positions on the hills around
the runway have found enemy caches in the vicinity of their locations.

Delta Company of the 2nd Battalion, 1lst Infantry have found fifteen
60mm mortar rounds, ten CHICOM grenades and 200 AK-47 rounds. Alpha
Company third platoon found 1,420 rounds of .51 caliber ammo, 40
batteries, two bunkers for sleeping and two grenades. The 26th Engineers
found a tunnel complex with sleeping positions, three ruck sacks with 30
pounds of fish.
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Working under the blazing sun at Kham Duc, these engineers repair the holes in th
runway after enemy booby traps were dug out. The Kham Duc runway was recently
reoccupied by the Division after its abandonment in 1968. (Photo by PFC Guy Winkler)

Photo Caption: Working under the blazing sun at Kham Duc, these engineers

repair the holes in the runway after enemy booby traps were dug out. The

Kham Duc runway was recently reoccupied by the Division after its

abandonment in 1968. (Photo by PFC Guy Winkler) (Note: the crater is
approximately 3 feet deep into rocky rubble and 12 feet across in a
section of the runway. One soldier is swinging a pick-ax, another is

leaning on a shovel, and another is in the crater working.)
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Kham Duc airstrip retaken
by ARVNs and Americans

By SP5 A. C. Barnett

KHAM DUC (DIVARTY IO) -- Two years and two months to the
day since Kham Duc was lost to an NVA Division, this Special Forces
advised CIDG camp was retaken by the same Division units that played a
central role in that withdrawal of allied forces.

In May of 1968, an entire NVA Division surrounded Kham Duc, overran
the outposts, and from the high ground around the airstrip began an
intense mortar and recoilless rifle barrage. The camp was defenseless
and a contingency plan to evacuate all personnel was quickly put into
action.

In what has been called "one of the most harrowing evacuation efforts
of the Vietnam war," the Americal Division sent and infantry battalion
and a battery of artillery to hold back the enemy until the evacuation
could be completed. The plan called for the approximately 1500 persons
in the camp to be flown out in a two day period.

Under cover of more than 150 airstrikes by both US and Vietnamese
aircraft from units as far away as Cam Ranh Bay, Tuy Hoa, and Thailand,
the heroic airlift was accomplished in only six hours.

The successful evacuation, however did not have the flavor of an
offensive victory, so when Kham Duc was reclaimed from the enemy, the
privilege belonged to the men that were ordered to fight and withdraw.

More than two thousand ARVNs moved into the ridgeline during the first
few days of the recent operation to secure the high ground around the
camp.

In the wvalley below, the 2nd Battalion, 1lst Infantry, 196th Infantry
Brigade, was inserted around the airstrip where they quickly cleared the
lowland area. (continued on page 6) Light resistance met (continued from
page 1) Cannoneers from D Battery, 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery, and A
Battery, 1lst Battalion, 82nd Artillery, were next and within twenty
minutes of their arrival the two batteries of howitzers were ready to
deliver their devastating support.

This time it was the NVAs turn to withdraw, and while resistance was
encountered by the first elements of both the ARVNs and Americans, it was
only a very scattered and ineffective effort, a cover for the enemy
retreat.

The 26th Engineer Battalion, after destroying over 400 booby traps
seeded in the black-top airstrip, had the job of restoring the surface
which was pockmarked by a dozen bomb craters.

Just four days after the first assault, a C-130 landed on the repaired
runway, the first of 30 sorties that day.

An impressive victory, accomplished by the Vietnamese and American
forces, working together in the air and on the ground. The NVA had
beaten a hasty retreat, inflicting only very light casualties and paying
heavily for them. But to the 2nd Battalion, 1lst Infantry and the 3rd
Battalion, 82nd Artillery it was a special victory, a victory exactly two
years and two months overdue-they had been to Kham Duc before.
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Photo Caption: These soldiers from the 26th Engineer
Battalion, display teamwork to repair a worn section of
this bridge (Photo by SP4 ﬁgrbgrt Brady, 523rd Sig. Bn.)
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These soldiers from thc 26th Engineer Battahon. dls'[:layteamwork to repair a worn
section of this bridge. (Photo by SP4 Herbert Brady, 523rd Sig. Bn.)
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Photo Caption: SP4 Dennis Meyer, Huron, S.D., of Company A,
26th Engineer Battalion, adjusts a C-4 charge during clearing
operations at recently constructed firebase LZ Melon, west of
Tam Ky. (Photo by SP4 Jim Logue)

(Note: newly reconstructed)
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SP4 Dennis Meyer, Huron, S.D., of Company A, 26th
Engineer Baattalion, adjusts a C-4 charge during clearing
operations at recently constructed firebase LZ Melon, west
of Tam Ky. (Photo by SP4 Jim Logue)
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Engineers help 1/20th Infantry unit
pursue 5 VC guerrillas along QL 1

By SGT Chuck Merdzinski

FSB BRONCO (11th INF BDE IO) - Men from the division's
26th Engineer Battalion stopped their trucks recently on
Highway One nine miles north of here and cut off an escape
route for five VC guerrillas who were Dbeing pursued by
Company B, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, 1lth Infantry
Brigade.

Sergeant Ray Sanders, Oblong, Ill., the leader of a search
and clear patrol was told to expect contact as he left a day
laager position to search for a rice cache believed hidden in
the area. The men were searching a hill about a mile and a
half from their day position when they spotted five VC
evading the area.

One VC was killed instantly with M-79 grenade fire as he
was running across a rice paddy. The engineers were alerted
by the blast and stopped their trucks to fire at the VC as
they attempted to cross the Redball. Said Sergeant Sanders,
"The engineers were instrumental in the success of the patrol
because they forced the VC back into the rice paddies."

Specialist Four Tony Flores, Santa Clara, Calif., brought

his element to the area to help in the search. After an
hour, Specialist Flores found one of the VC in a village
being treated for minor wounds from M-79 shrapnel. The

guerrilla later revealed to South Vietnamese authorities that
he had thrown his SKS assault rifle into a flooded rice paddy
as he was attempting to escape. The next day Popular Force
soldiers found an AK-47 in the rice paddy at the initial site
of engagement.



06Nov70-Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 40 Page 3
By PFC Don Newton

LZ HAWK HILL (196th INF BDE IO) - ARVN engineers recently
reopened the only road which connects the coastal area from Highway One
with Hiep Duc, a village area located in the mountainous terrain west of
Tam Ky.

No convoys had used the throughway since November, 1969, when a
resupply convoy last rolled into Hiep Duc loaded with foodstuff for the
villagers. These villagers have remained under the security of a
control-fire zone in the 196th Infantry Brigade.

The 2nd ARVN Engineers, working out of Tam Ky, repaired an approximate
eight mile section of the road which enters the village of Hiep Duc and
its surrounding hamlets. Marine engineers of the 1st Division had
maintained eastern portions of the road which originates at Da Nang.

"ARVN engineers swept the area for mines, installed culverts and

graded the road with minimal assistance from our advisory team," said
Captain Aaron D. Evans, American Fork, Utah, commander for A, 26th
Engineers here at Hawk Hill. "It showed them what they'll have to do
when we pull out.”

"The ARVN engineers impressed me," added Platoon Sergeant Cecil
Collins, Middletown, Ohio, Company A, 26th Engineers. "In a two-hour

period one afternoon they finished construction on three 20-foot long
culverts. That's optimum efficiency in my book."
ARVN infantrymen supplied coordinated security for their own engineers

and the American advisors throughout the eight-mile operation. "It gave
me confidence to know the PFs wee out there," said Sergeant Collins.
"And they always were. When one company of PFs reached the border of

their area of operations, another company would immediately pick us up."

The projected three-day allied operation was finished successfully in
two days, allowing a small ARVN convoy to reach the Hiep Duc people with
foodstuffs a day early.

Enemy resistance during the road repairing involved only one
estimated 12-pound mine, which ARVN engineers detected and blew in place.
No firefights occurred, thanks to tight security precautions.

"When you build such a road, it's comparable to a similar event in the
'old West'," commented Captain John A. Cope, Jackson Heights, N.Y.,
operations officer for 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry.

"You're bringing the frontier «closer +to civilization," continued
Captain Cope. "We have linked to the pacified areas along Highway One.
In so doing, we should solidify the government's control of the entire
area, thus pushing back the enemy's sphere of influence while weakening
it at the same time.
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Engrs, Cav team up to kill 4
By SP4 Terry Williamson
LZ BAYONET (198th INF BDE IO) - H Troop 17th Cavalry

quickly answered a call for support from Bravo Company, 26th Engineer
Battalion, and with the help of gunships, killed four VC and repelled
heavy sniper fire 1in the division's 198th Infantry Brigade area of
operations south of Chu Lai.

The engineers were conducting a road sweep operation when they came
under heavy small arms fire from approximately 12 VC from a nearby
woodline. H Troop was a short distance away waiting for a convoy for
which they were to provide security.

The engineers immediately called for support from the nearby tracks.
One Sheridan assault vehicle and three armored personnel carriers quickly
answered the call and took a position on a small hill overlooking the
woodline that contained the enemy element.

"We opened fire with our .50 caliber and M-60 machineguns," said
Sergeant Lucion J. Broadstreet, Gary, Ind. "That stopped a lot of the
enemy fire right then, but we were still getting sporadic fire from the
woodline."

The Sheridan then moved into position on the small hill and began to
unleash a flurry of canister and heat rounds at the point of hostile
contact.

"I fired three canister rounds and one heat round into the woodline,
and the VC started withdrawing from the area," said Sergeant Donald K.
Tate, Norphlet, Ark., a member of the Sheridan assault vehicle crew.

At this point it appeared that the enemy soldiers had evaded to the
other side of a river that lay in back of the woodline. Sergeant Tate
then made a request for gunship support in an effort to cut off the enemy
escape route. Within minutes, gunships from the 176th Aviation Company
were raking the area with mini-gun and rocket fire.

"I only saw two of the enemy when we got on top of the hill, and after
we had fired on the area, I didn't see any more. But we were still
getting a small amount of fire," Sergeant Tate said, "That's when I
realized that I might need gunship support if they made it to the other
side of the river."

When all enemy resistance had been quelled by H Troop and gunships,
the tracks made their way back to complete their former mission of
securing the convoy.

A Popular Force team swept the area of contact and found four VC that
had been killed in the action. Two of the enemy had been killed in the
initial contact by H Troop, and two had been killed by gunships. Also
found was on[e] AK-47 rifle.
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Church offers a helping hand

By SP4 Gregory Wright

FSB BRONCO (11th INF BDE IO) - For the Vietnamese family
which is rendered homeless in the midst of war and forced to
take refuge in secure villages such as Duc Pho in the 11th
Infantry Brigade's AO, regaining a normal, productive
existence is often a lengthy and difficult procedure.

One of the greatest obstacles the head of a dislocated
household has to overcome is finding employment adequate to
feed himself and his family until another home 1is
established. Other problems of equal importance include
suitable housing and clothing.

Representing a last hope for many of the hungry and
homeless 1is Mr. Duong, pastor of the Duc Pho Protestant
Church. Mister Duong and his church offer a helping hand to
victims of war at every opportunity.

"When we learn of a dislocated family," he says, "we first
try to learn exactly what is needed: employment, food,
housing, etc. When the need is established, we then work to
supply these necessities."

Who makes the contributions to maintain Mr. Duong's work?
"We receive assistance from many sources," says Reverend
Duong, "especially from the chaplains' officers. Men of the
26th Engineers built our well, and others of the 1lth Brigade
often come with money or needed supplies.”

In addition to the 90 dislocated families in his
congregation Mr. Duong also feeds, clothes, and supervises
the education of 80 various ages. These children live at the
orphanage until such time as they are able to care for
themselves.
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Division recap

Action was 'moderate'

Geneva Park

The men of the 198th Infantry Brigade and gunships from Delta Troop,
1st Squadron, 1lst Cavalry accounted for 20 enemy kills for the week as
action was moderate in Operation Geneva Park. The "Brave and Bold" also
wounded two enemy soldiers and captured another during the week.

The "Ready Rifles" fo the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry killed 13 enemy
during the week, including a major action south of Chu Lai in which nine
Viet Cong were killed.

While in their night defensive position, the battalion's Company C
started receiving AK47 fire from a group of VC 400 meters to the east.
The company returned fire and <called for gunships and artillery
illumination. Cobra gun ships arrived on station and brought down three
enemy with mini-gun fire. The "Ready Rifles" then swept the area and
found six additional VC their own organic small arms had killed.

Earlier in the week, Charlie Company saw some VC moving to the west
some distance away. They contacted a recon element in the area who
engaged and killed two of the NVA soldiers.

The next day one company engaged a group of VC at a distance of 75
meters while moving to a night position. One VC was captured and one
killed in the action.

Operating south of Chu Lai, Bravo Company of the "Ready Rifles"
engaged and killed one Viet Cong in a brief firefight.

The "Professionals" of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry had 1light
action for the week as they killed four NVA soldiers and wounded two.

While on patrol northwest of Chu Lai, Company B killed two and wounded
another in a brief engagement with a small NVA element. Later, the
company engaged and killed two more enemy soldiers.

The "Regulars" of the 1lst Battalion, 6th Infantry killed three enemy
soldiers during the week and captured several weapons southeast of Chu
Lai.

Early in the week, Echo Recon killed two VC while on a night patrol.
Two rifles, two packs and a pistol belt were captured in the action.

Company A observed and killed a lone VC moving along a small trail.

In other action, H Troop, 17th Cavalry received three ralliers during
the week. Two of them turned in rifles.

Company B of the 26th Engineer Battalion received 47 grenades 13 gas
rounds and four mortar rounds from a group of Vietnamese civilians
southeast of Chu Lai. All the munitions were destroyed.
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Demolition is his job

By SP4 Tom Mano

LZ HAWK HILL, (196th Inf. Bde. I0)
- "In our Jjob here 1in Vietnam the biggest danger 1is plastic
explosives," said the engineer lieutenant.

Clearing new LZs (Landing Zones) of booby-traps, exploding rusty or
corroded ordnance and demolishing structures for the 196th Infantry
Brigade is the Job of the demolitions section of Company A, 26th

Engineers.

"When sweeping an area for booby-traps," said 1st Lieutenant Kenneth
A. Nowak of Chicago, company executive officer and head of the
demolitions team, "you have to be especially observant for plastic
explosives."

"Many times the earphones on the metal detector won't register a tonal
difference unless you hear the firing pin," continued Nowak. "But the

Army is investigating the possibilities of a plastic detector."

The demolitions team's primary function is blowing up ordnance such as
grenades and 105mm rounds that have been uncovered by digging or just
failed to detonate.

"Our first instruction to the finder is not to touch the round," he

commented. "When handling explosives, safety is foremost."
"When we arrive at the scene of the discovery, we check to see if it's
feasible to blow the munitions in place," he explained. "If buildings

are too close, then we carefully move the explosives to a wide-open area
away from all habitation."

Placing the ordnance in an 8-foot deep crater to minimize flying
debris, C-4, a plastic explosive, is attached to the munitions in such a
way as to make it blow downward erasing most of the flying shrapnel.

"If the round isn't charged right, it will just be thrown out of the
crater," said Nowak. "Poorly-placed C-4 can even shear a round in half."

"We notify everyone on the hiol [? hill sic] of our operation before
we lay the detonator cord, so they don't think it's incoming rounds,"
added the lieutenant. "We've exploded 2000 rounds of 20mm ammo (mini-gun
ammunition) and if you don't know what's going on, the boom can really
scare you."

Det cord is used in place of a time fuse, because a time fuse that
fails to operate requires a 30-minute wait before you can safely approach
it.

"When we have a lot of extremely fragmentable ordnance, we daisy-chain
the explosives," said Nowak. "This consists of placing a string of
charges that are set off concurrently."

The 26th Engineer demo team is not equipped or trained to explode
large bombs.

"If we come across something like an unexploded 500-pound bomb, we
call in a certified EOD team from Da Nang to blow it," explained Nowak.
"Sometimes we assist by employing a bulldozer to cover the bomb with dirt
to tone down the flying shrapnel.”

Men from the demolition section are sometimes requested by the

infantry to go out and blow up a bunker complex. "We have blown up as
many as 17 bunkers at one time to deprive the enemy of shelter," he
remarked.

School-acquired knowledge of explosives 1is not the only thing that
keeps a man safe in this job. "A great deal of blowing these munitions
properly is common sense," concluded Nowak, "You have to know what's safe

to pick up and what's not."
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Pacification is a success in 3 villages

By SGT Terry Williamson

"We feel that our Ggreatest responsibility in the
pacification effort is the personal example set by the men of
the Dbattalion 1in preparing the 1local forces to provide
security for themselves," said 1st Lieutenant Daniel J.
Boccolucci of Buffalo, a civil affairs officer. "Their
devotion to the program allowed us to complete the Jjob in
record time."

Combined military operations in the area were not the only

factors in insuring a pacification success. The 59th Land
Clearing Company and Bravo Company, 26th Engineers, also
helped to make the area safe. The two units have been

involved in a massive land clearing project that has
destroyed endless enemy sanctuaries on the Batangan
Peninsula. The wvillagers also formed a common bond among
themselves, and could not be intimidated by the Viet Cong.

This has left the enemy in this area confused, scared and
ineffective. Ralliers have Dbeen turning up 1in greater
numbers than ever before, and most of them said they no
longer have any support from the people.

The infantrymen of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry left
the people to assume full responsibility for their homes
without much fanfare, which showed a great confidence on the
part of the people in handling their problems alone.

"The people were ready to take care of their own lives,"
said Boccolucci. "They are self-sufficient now, and they
deserve it after all of the work they have put into their
villages."

The villages are able to market their produce in Quang
Ngai City, and now their economic condition 1is sound after
their first bumper crop. The people are actively involved in
local politics and support their leaders. They now have
their own schools, and many children are getting the
education that was denied them before.
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Comforts boggle troopers' minds
By SP4 Don Newton LZ HAWK HILL, (196th Inf. Bde. IO) -

Several modern comforts recently became part of a cleared patch of mountain top
west of Tam Ky, home of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, 196th Infantry Brigade.
New additions for these soldiers include hot showers, a barber shop (complete with
candy-striped pole), a private booth for Mars calls and a mess hall.

"I call the area just outside our operations center the "commercial section' of
the hill," mused Lieutenant Colonel William C. Hammill of Atlanta, battalion
commander. "There, we'll set up the Mars booth next to the already completed
barber shop."

Sergeant Major George E. Lane of Gainesville, Fla., the battalion's sergeant
Major, completed most of the work on the one-seater, plywood barber shop by
himself. "I can't claim the red striped barber's pole," said Sergeant Major Lane.

"An artist on the hill did that. But I did complete most of the rest of the
shop. It took me a little over a week, working part time."

Currently working as a full-time barber in the shop is Specialist 4 Alvin E.
Edwards of Gainesville, Fla., who previously served with Company B of the "Polar
Bears" as an RTO.

"It's great for me," explained Edwards who worked in civilian life as a barber.
"I definitely appreciate this work after being in the bush for four months. And
I'm sure most everyone on this firebase appreciates their own barber shop, too.
The novelty i1s wearing off now, but the fist day we opened, it seemed like
everyone on the hill stood in line."

Alongside the barber shope stands a telephone booth, set up to allow personnel
on the firebase to make their Mars call in privacy. It's only a conex," points
out Hammill, "but they used to call from anywhere they could borrow a phone. This
eliminates that hassle."

Hot showers may be considered the most pleasurable innovation by the men here.
On this firebase, as on many others throughout Vietnam, cold showers have been
obtained by carrying adequate water from a main outlet to a makeshift waterfall.

"We often pull bunker line duty on one end of this hill, while the water point
is located on the other," said Sergeant Rusty E. Scott of Wichita, Kan., platoon
sergeant for the reconnaissance platoon of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry.

"Many times I've humped two five gallon cans of water from the water trailer
across the firebase, and to my bunker," said Scott. "We then poured the water in
to a 55 gallon drum and showered under it. This new hot water deal seems too good
to be true."

Personnel in Company A of the 26th Engineers are responsible for construction
of both shower facility and the mess hall.

"This mess hall will be nicer than many in the rear," stated Staff Sergeant
Bruce E. Meyers of Orlando, Fla., squad leader with Company A of the 26th
Engineers Battalion. "Its concrete floor internal drainage means easy
maintenance. And its bunker-type construction insures relative safety."

The 20-foot by 74-foot, concrete-floored mess hall represents indoor eating for

the first time for the battalion. "There's really no problem for us to eat in our
hootch or where ever we please," commented Private First Class Quinones of Corpus
Christi, Tex., pointman for Company C of the "Polar Bears". "But it's always nice

to sit on a chair and eat at a table."
Hammill said he 1is especially grateful for the help by the men from the
battalion. "I expect all this new construction will be good for morale," he said.



Vol. 4, No. 14 Chu Lai, Vietnam April 9, 1971 Page 4-5

Story by Sp4 Lee Habich
Photos by Sp4 Terry Cohencious

Construction routine for engineers

In a recent combined operation 23rd Infantry Division troopers
from Echo Co., 26th Eng.; Bravo Co., 39th Eng.; and the 137th
Light Equipment Co. team up to repair the Tra Khuc River Bridge
near Quang Ngai City.

The 200 meter structure, damaged by a floating Viet Cong mine,
is a wvital 1link along Highway One, the primary artery in the
crucial resupply network through the division.

While traffic was restrained to a one lone, snail paced flow
above them, the engineers worked for two weeks repairing the
weakened supporting columns beneath the bridge.

To properly reinforce the damaged bridge a raft with a huge
ruff-terrain crane was needed to drive the 60 foot supporting
piles into the river bed 30 feet below.

In all it took the engineers about two weeks to drive the 24
piles and build the supporting frame work needed to reinforce the
damaged bridge.

Photo Captions:

1) Engineers in the 137th Light Equipment Company drive 60 foot
piles into the Song Tra Khuc River, near Quang Ngai. The bridge
damaged by a floating mine is being reinforced through the joint
effort of Company E, 26th Engineers; Company B, 39th Engineers and
the 137th Light Equipment Company.

2) Clinging to a scaffold above the Song Tra Khuc River,
Specialist 4 Bill Burba of Austin, Tex., inspects the progress of
a 60 foot pile being driven into the bed of the river.

3) The hefty ruff-terrain crane lowers the boom on the 60 foot
piles in the construction project.

4) Engineers prepare to hoist a 15 man assault craft over the side
of the Quang Ngai Bridge. The craft was employed in assessing
mine damage to the supporting piles beneath the 300 foot
structure.

5) Levers in hand, Specialist 5 Alex Ryan of Charleston, N.Y.,
guides the crane as it pounds the supporting piles 30 feet below.
6) Riding aboard a floating support raft on the Song Tra Khuc
River men of the 39th discuss the best method to use in picking up
the piles used for reinforcement.
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Engineers repair
An Tan bridge

By SP4 Lee Habich

CHU LAI (23rd Inf. Div. IO) -- As the men of the 26th
Engineer Bn. know all too well, bridges in the Republic of Vietnam have a
propensity to fall down--with a not too subtle assist from an obliging
Viet Cong saboteur.

When a bridge in the 23rd Infantry area of operation is blown or
damaged it is up to the engineers to repair the destruction as quickly as
possible. Unlike Humpty Dumpty a bridge can be put back together again
and normally in less than a day.

In a matter of hours after a bridge is damaged, the engineers put into
effect a contingency plan designed to repair the damage as soon as
possible. As any engineer will vouch, less time does not mean less work.
In some cases, such as the recently blown bridge at the village of An
Tan, restoration of a bridge involves a number of operations.

"The objective is to get traffic moving as quickly as possible," says
Lieutenant Colonel Harry V. Dutchyson, 26th Eng. Bn. Commander. "In the
case of the damaged An Tan bridge a temporary panel bridge was
constructed in order to get convoys moving.

Afterward a temporary floating bridge was built nearby. Traffic was
rerouted to the floating bridge in order to permit permanent work on the
damaged An Tan Bridge. In all the operation involved building and

dismantling two temporary bridges and reconstructing the midsection of
the mine damaged bridge."

The main assets for and effective engineering company are experience,
skill and muscle, with a marked emphasis on the latter. In many respects
bridge building is a series of "Heave-Ho's", each one adding a small but
vital segment to the total operation.

Due to its importance in the division resupply network the An Tan
bridge had to be repaired as soon as possible. The damage involved a 75
foot span in the center of the bridge blown by a sapper who, according to
authorities, secured a 200 pound charge to the supporting piles beneath
the bridge during the night.

Because of the extensiveness of the damage, members of Bravo, Delta
and Echo Companies, 26th Engineers, were called out in a joint operation
the following day to repair the bridge. The engineers constructed a
temporary double single panel "Bailey" bridge in seven hours, thereby
alleviating the traffic backlog.

The panel "Bailey" bridge was put together piece by piece, somewhat
like a gigantic erector set, and then pushed across the destroyed span of

bridge. As the unsupported framework slid across the blown area, a
counterweight was maintained to prevent the framework from toppling into
the An Tan River thirty feet below. To maintain the delicate balance 71

feet of leverage was kept behind the unsupported span of bridge.

When the proper length of bridge was constructed the engineers did
what they do most--"Heave-Ho'd" the entire structure across the blown
section to the other undamaged side of the bridge. Adding wooden slats
to both sides to make a ramp, the panel bridge was ready for crossing.

(Continued)
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Engineers repair

An Tan bridge

Once traffic was moving again the engineers proceeded to construct the
floating "Bailey" bridge in order to repair the mine damaged An Tan
bridge. While engineers worked on the blown section, traffic movement
was maintained via the floating bridge.

To repair the An Tan bridge the engineers rigged up a floating raft to
support the heavy terrain crane needed to drive the huge supporting piles
into the river bed below. In a few weeks the bridge will be totally
repaired and to the credit of the men of the 26th Engineers the traffic
interruption along Highway One was held to less than eight hours.
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Engr's. improve Rawhide
By SP4 Kerry Baird

LZ RAWHIDE (26th Engr. Bn. IO) - During the first two weeks
of May, a remarkable thing happened to Landing Zone (LZ) Rawhide, 15
miles south west of Da Nang. First Lieutenant Peter Mandle, (Pompton
Lakes, N.J.) and 10 men of Alpha Company, 26th Engineer Battalion, 23rd
Infantry Division, came to give the fire support base a "face lifting".
Their primary mission was the construction of a forward refueling and
rearmament complex for helicopter gunships.

In the first two days most of the complex was completed. Four
refueling pads, two rearmament pads, three fuel storage sites and an ammo
storage area were completed, and a 300 meter stretch of road was
relocated.

In order to complete the project, the men had to spread 20,000 gallons
of peneprime, a petroleum product used to stabilize the compacted earth,
over the complex to prevent the dust "storms" that accompany helicopter
landings. The real work started when the engineers were told that the
last shipment of peneprime would not arrive on schedule.

Having exhausted their supply of peneprime, the engineers cast about
for other work. First they prepared sites for a Radar Operations Center,
a radar trailer, and a 155mm howitzer position.

Next, they built three dugout positions for track mounted, twin 40mm
"Dusters" followed by a parking lot extension for 3rd Battalion, 82nd
Artillery vehicles. After that, four defensive bunkers were built and
fields of fire were cleared in front of the bunkers.

Then the engineers found out that the hill was plagued by a water
shortage. Water was being pumped from the Song Vu Gia River at the foot
of the hill. The pumps were designed to "push" the water through a pipe
line to the water tanks on top of the hill.

However, the pumps can only suck water 10 feet below the level of the
pump . The water was 14 feet below the pump level though. A bucket
loader was dispatched to the pump site and within 20 minutes had
excavated enough dirt from the pumping site to allow the pump to function
properly.

Back on the hill, the peneprime distribution truck was inoperable, But

, men of Alpha Company had a ready answer to the problem. Four at a
time, Dbarrels of peneprime were loaded into the scoop of the bucket
loader and holes were punched in the ends with a pick. This process

resulted in splattering the unfortunate men from head to foot in the
sticky black substance.

Then the bucket loader backed over the area to be covered, spreading
an even coat of peneprime over the surface to the delight of all
concerned.

While on LZ Rawhide, the engineers saw their first action. The enemy
shelled the hill during the second and third days of the engineers stay.
Specialist Five Bruce Brown (Phoenix, Ariz.), commenting on the constant
use of the bunkers said, "If this keeps up, when I get home I'll probably
build a bunker without thinking. And Mom won't even like me using her
good pillow cases for sand bags."

When asked 1if he liked working at Rawhide, Staff Sergeant Patrick
Cannon (Perkinston, Miss.), answered in the negative. "I'like it except
for the rockets and I don't EVEN like them."

(Continued)
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Engr's. improve Rawhide

Understandably, the engineers would rather be on the giving end rather
than the receiving end.

Meanwhile the peneprime hadn't arrived on the resupply convoy. "We
can't go back to Da Nang till we get the last shipment of peneprime
spread," said Mandle.

If it takes much longer, we can start looking for the Grand Opening
of the Rawhide Hilton, built of course by the Combat Engineers of Alpha
Company, 26th Engineers Battalion.
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Crime doesn't pay

Case 1

Private First Class James H. Bumgarner Jr., and Private
William J. Schott, Dboth of Echo Company, 26th Engineer
Battalion, were convicted by general court-martial on May 31,
for committing aggravated assaults upon two noncommissioned
officers.

According to the evidence introduced at the trail, PFC
Bumgarner and Pvt. Schott fashioned a "home made" bomb out of
C-explosive and large nails. The bomb was placed under a
building occupied by several noncommissioned officers and was
detonated a few minutes later.

One noncommissioned officer was slightly injured in the
explosion that severely damaged the building.

After announcing findings of guilty, the court sentenced
PFC Bumgarner and Pvt. Schott to dishonorable discharge,
forfeiture of all pay and allowances, reduction to Private
(E-1) and confinement at hard labor for five years.

Both soldiers are presently confined in the Division D-
Cell awaiting transfer to the USARV Installation Stockade,
Long Binh, Vietnam. Thereafter, they will be transferred to
the U.S. Disciplinary Barracks, Ft. Leavenworth, Kan., to
serve the period of confinement.
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New mess hall for 1lst [sic 4th of 21st] of 21st

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (23rd Inf. Div. IO) - Engineers of the
23rd Infantry Division recently labored for nearly a month
building the only structure on this pile of rocks that does
not consist of ammo boxes and sandbags.

First Lieutenant David Sauer, (Buffalo, N.Y.), and ten men
of Delta Company, 26th Engineer Battalion constructed a 32
ft. by 64 ft. mess hall for the men of the 4th Battalion,
21st Infantry.

"Three days after we started work a 'Chinook' helicopter
flew over the old mess hall and blew down part of it, making
the new mess hall a first priority project," Sauer said.

FSB San Juan Hill can only be reached by air, so all
building materials had to be brought in by CH-47 'Chinook'
and UH-1H 'Huey' helicopters. Most of the lumber came from
Chu Lai, headquarters of the 23rd Infantry Division, and tin
for the roof was flown in from a recently closed fire base.

The only power tool the engineers had was a chain saw.
With it they cut all their timber and posts and as much of
the rest of their lumber as possible.

"We did a pretty good job with what we had," observed
Specialist Five Robert Bartnuff, (Kearny, N.J.).

"At one point the plan called for one inch by eight inch
boards and four inch wide boards, but all we had were boards
one inch by twelve inches, so we cut our narrower boards out
of them."

The structure, built form the ground up without
prefabricated parts, includes a kitchen, storeroom and a
dining area which seats 75 men.
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Photo Caption: Mr. Kim Cho Nok, manager of Stars and Stripes
Bookstore, stands with Sergeant Jaime S. Uribe, buyer of the
first book at the newly opened store. (U.S. Army Photo by
SP4 Jim Richardson) (Note: Book title is "MONEY, INTEREST,
AND PRICES")

Photo Caption: Major General James L. Baldwin, 23d Infantry
Division commander snips the ribbon, officially opening the
Stars and Stripes Bookstore May 20. (U.S. Army Photo by SP/4
Jim Richardson)

3,000 books offered at
new Stars and Stripes Store

CHU LAI, (23d Inf. Div. I0O) - Stocked with over 3000
different hard cover books, paperbacks and periodicals, the
Chu Lai branch of the Pacific Stars and Stripes Book Store
opened for business on May 20.

Major General James L. Baldwin, 23d Infantry Division
commander, officiated at the opening ceremonies, snipping a
ribbon across the front door of the store, located next to
the Main PX.

Captain Frank N. Griscom, division information officer,
explained to the assembled crowd that the Chu Lai book store
was the brain child of his predecessor, Major Robert D.
Bailey, who wanted to provide Americal troops with up-to-date
books and reading matter.

Carpentry work on the building, including the installation
of bookshelves, was done by the men of Company D, 26th
Engineer under the direction of Captain Raymond J. Winkel Jr.
and Sergeant Robert R. Evans.

The book store will be open seven days a week, from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m., under the management of Mr. Kim Cho Nok and his
assistant, Mr. Lee Pae Kun.
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Crime doesn't pay
Case 1

Specialist Four James I. Bonds, Company B, 26th Engineer
Battalion, was tried by general court-martial on May 14, for
wrongful possession and sale of heroin in violation of
Article 134, UCMJ.

He was convicted as charged, and the sentence announced
included a dishonorable discharge, forfeiture of all pay and
allowances and confinement at hard labor for five vyears.
Stockade, Long Binh, Vietnam and will be transferred to the
United States Disciplinary Barracks, Fort Leavenworth, Kan.,
following action upon the findings and sentence in his case.
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Engineers show versatility

By PFC Sam Rousso

CHU LAI, (23d Inf. Div. I0)- Versatility, that's a quality
of a good Army. it's especially a quality of a good Army's
engineers.

A group of engineers from the 23d Infantry Division
(Americal) are proving just how versatile they are, acting as
ferryboatmen in the city of Tam Ky.

Two footbridges, at the junction of the Song Bach Dang and
Song Tam Ky Rivers, have Dbeen torn down to make way for a

civilian project to expand and modernize them. The project
is expected to take an estimated six to eight months.
Meanwhile, the problem of crossing the rivers remains. Or

it did, until the 1st Platoon, Echo Company, 26th Engineer
Battalion, 23d Inf. Div., went into action.

From 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., each and every day, the 1lst Plt.
operates a Light Tactical Raft (LTR), ferrying people and
cargo from shore to shore, taking 35 to 40 minutes for the
round trip.

The LTR is known in Army jargon as a "four pontoon, three-

bay reinforced raft," and 1is capable, with slight
modification, of carrying an armored personnel carrier.
According to Sergeant First Class James W. Haynei,
(Woodridge, Va.) "The biggest thing we've handled so far is a
2 1/2 ton truck. Usually, the biggest thing we handle is a
jeep or a three-quarter ton truck. We ferry about 2000

people a day."

A four-man crew--two outboard motor operators, a man to
handle the ropes holding the raft on course and a raft
commander-mans the LTR. According to SFC Haynei, "the men
all know each of the jobs, so they switch off frequently."

Are there any problems? "Well, we have a shortage of
parts that's starting to get critical, but our biggest
problem is traffic control. The people Jjust don't seem to
realize there are such things as load factors and that the
raft can sink if it's overloaded."

How are the people reacting? "That's hard to say. They
don't seem to appreciate what we're doing and what our
problems are, but you really can't tell. Sometimes, though,
you can feel the air crackle with resentment and hostility."

So, in spite of language problems, a shortage of parts, an
occasional short temper and a million and one other small
problems, 1lst Plt., Echo Co., 26th Engr. Bn., 23d Inf. Div.
(Americal), continues to demonstrate its versatility across
two rivers.
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VIP program gains success

FSB BRONCO, (11th Brigade 1IO0) - Next to actually
destroying the enemy himself, perhaps one of the most
effective ways of saving American lives is to deprive the
enemy of materials needed to wage war.

In this respect, the Volunteer Informant Program (VIP) is
becoming more and more successful as was recently shown by a
platoon from Charlie Co., 26th Engineers at OP Ralph,
northwest of Quang Ngai City.

While carrying on road improvement operations in this area
for the ARVNs, the engineers distributed leaflets from the
11th Bde. S-5 to the people, which promised payment for
explosives and other enemy materials turned in. According to
Captain Ronald Feher, Hicksville, N.Y., the response on four
day in May was overwhelming.

"During the period, we received 174 explosive rounds from
local «citizens," said the captain. "The children are
especially anxious to participate in the VIP program."

Mortar rounds were the most commonly received items with
135 turned over to the company. On one day alone, mortar
rounds were 90 per cent of the munitions turned in. Other
articles received included recoilless rifle rounds, TNT
grenade rounds, and one homemade claymore booby trap.

"We are authorized to pay up to 250 piasters for a mortar
round, artillery round or hand frag," explained Cpt. Feher.
"The going price, however is around 100-150 piasters, a small
amount to pay for American lives saved."

A significant aspect of the VIP program is the fact that
Vietnamese citizens are willing to come to American and GVN
forces with their finds, rather than giving the explosives to
the Viet Cong, 1lth Bde. civil affairs personnel say.

The reasons for the civilian cooperation, whether loyalty
or Jjust a need for money, are unimportant. What is
important, as Cpt. Feher poin[t]ed out, is the fact that, for
a small price explosives that would otherwise have been
turned against American troops, can be safely destroyed by
men like those in Charlie Company.
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'Rosey' the 5 ton dump truck just won't die

By CPT Daniel F. Lennon

CHU LAI (23d Inf. Div. IO) -- A rose by any other name
would smell as sweet--sometimes. In this case Rosey is a
five tone dump truck of Company B, 26th Engineer Battalion
with a longevity that would put Methuselah to shame.

Although the harsh climate and rugged terrain of Vietnam
and the hazards of warfare combine to make the average life
expectancy of a five ton dump something 1like 18 months.
Rosey is now on her fourth tour in country-without a single
R&R or leave.

The remarkable story began in 1967, Rosey rolled off the
production 1line in South Bend, Ind. March 1968 found her
already in country and working hard for Company A, 26th Engr.
Bn.

It should be explained that a five ton dump truck does
much more than simply haul earth. In one of the most
hazardous activities that can be conceived, five tone dumps
are loaded with earth to increase their weight and are backed
down the road behind a mine sweep team in an effort to
detonate with rear tires, any mines the detecting team may

have missed. This exercise 1is called "pressure testing and
not a few five tons have met premature demise in this
fashion. Rosey, however survived unscathed but [for?] much

from her tour with Alpha Company.

In September 1969, she was sent to Chu Lai for repairs and
replacement of some more sorely worn parts and then set to
Company C, 26th Engr. Bn. There she put in another
industrious nine months of work. At the end of this time,
though she was in such bad condition that the company was
anxious to get rid of her, so a rehabilitive transfer was
arranged and Rosey came to Company B, her present home.

She was not exactly well received, however, arriving as
she did with a leaky radiator, bad brakes, faulty steering,
inoperative dump bed and an engine that balked at anything
that wasn't level or down hill.

The first Company B operator assigned to her, Specialist
Four John Gogel, relates some 1interesting experiences with
Rosey.

"When we first got her," he said, "we were working on Tra
Bong road. Rosey was in such bad shape we all thought the
best thing to do was try to blow her up and get a replacement
truck. So that's what we did. We removed four of her eight
rear tires to increase the pressure on the ground, and I
drove her as first pressure test truck ever y day for two
months. I figured that if any truck would hit a mine, it



would certainly be Rosey since she was the first one in line.
It didn't work out that way though."

"Although nine five tons were blown up during those two
months Rosey made it without a scratch. She almost seemed to
know where the mines were and how to get around them. Other
times she was Jjust plain lucky."

"One morning I remember, I drove Rosey west from the
laager site where all the mines were expected and some newer
trucks went east. Well, wouldn't you know it, two of the
trucks going east hit mines, and Rosey came smirking back
without a nick."

"Once Rosey did hit a mine, but it was just a little AP
(anti-personnel) device and all she got was a flat tire."

(Continued)
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By CPT Daniel F. Lennon

CHU LAI (23d Inf. Div. IO) -- A rose by any other name would smell as
sweet--sometimes. In this case Rosey 1is a five tone dump truck of
Company B, 26th Engineer Battalion with a longevity that would put
Methuselah to shame.

Although the harsh climate and rugged terrain of Vietnam and the
hazards of warfare combine to make the average life expectancy of a five
ton dump something like 18 months. Rosey 1s now on her fourth tour in
country-without a single R&R or leave.

The remarkable story began in 1967, Rosey rolled off the production
line in South Bend, Ind. March 1968 found her already in country and
working hard for Company A, 26th Engr. Bn.

It should be explained that a five ton dump truck does much more than
simply haul earth. In one of the most hazardous activities that can be
conceived, five tone dumps are loaded with earth to increase their weight
and are Dbacked down the road behind a mine sweep team in an effort to
detonate with rear tires, any mines the detecting team may have missed.
This exercise 1is called "pressure testing and not a few five tons have
met premature demise in this fashion. Rosey, however survived unscathed
but [for?] much from her tour with Alpha Company.

In September 1969, she was sent to Chu Lai for repairs and replacement
of some more sorely worn parts and then set to Company C, 26th Engr. Bn.
There she put in another industrious nine months of work. At the end of
this time, though she was in such bad condition that the company was
anxious to get rid of her, so a rehabilitive transfer was arranged and
Rosey came to Company B, her present home.

She was not exactly well received, however, arriving as she did with a
leaky radiator, bad brakes, faulty steering, inoperative dump bed and an
engine that balked at anything that wasn't level or down hill.

The first Company B operator assigned to her, Specialist Four John
Gogel, relates some interesting experiences with Rosey.

"When we first got her," he said, "we were working on Tra Bong road.
Rosey was in such bad shape we all thought the best thing to do was try
to blow her up and get a replacement truck. So that's what we did. We
removed four of her eight rear tires to increase the pressure on the
ground, and I drove her as first pressure test truck ever y day for two
months. I figured that if any truck would hit a mine, it would certainly

be Rosey since she was the first one in line. It didn't work out that
way though."

"Although nine five tons were blown up during those two months Rosey
made it without a scratch. She almost seemed to know where the mines

were and how to get around them. Other times she was just plain lucky."

"One morning I remember, I drove Rosey west from the laager site where
all the mines were expected and some newer trucks went east. Well,
wouldn't you know it, two of the trucks going east hit mines, and Rosey
came smirking back without a nick."

"Once Rosey did hit a mine, but it was Jjust a 1little AP (anti-
personnel) device and all she got was a flat tire."

(Continued)
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'Rosey' the 5 ton dump truck just won't die

Gogel went on to describe the art of "driving" Rosey. "You had to be a real
contortionist," he explained. "She didn't have a clutch return spring so we had a
piece of wire tied to the clutch pedal to pull it back up. It was 'push-shift-
pull-accelerate' and then pray Dbecause you couldn't always control the
accelerator."

"Once while driving on QL-1, Rosey passed another vehicle all by herself. I
couldn't get her to slow down. Rosey seemed to have something to say about her
steering too. The steering wheel would have anywhere from one quarter turn to a
full turn of play-it seemed to depend on her mood-and you couldn't be sure when
you would have power steering. An inexperienced operator once put Rosey on her
side in a rice paddy when he turned right and she went straight. You didn't
really drive Rosey, you tried to persuade her to go where you wanted to go."

Unsuccessful in their attempt to rid themselves of this machine with nine
lives, Company B sent Rosey to 723rd Maintenance for repairs. There the radiator
was replaced and the clutch, brakes and steering were repaired. She also got her
four tires back.

She was assigned a new operator in November; Specialist Four James "Tex"

Nayedo. "She didn't have much power," Nayedo stated; "shoe would do a maximum of
20 miles per hour flat out."
"In January 1971, while on a resupply mission, Rosey's engine blew up." She

was towed in and got a heart transplant-a new engine.

Work began on the LZ Stinson access road in February and Rosey was again the
lead pressure test vehicle. Amazingly, once again, Rosey survived it all,
although several other five tons were destroyed during the two months the road was
under construction.

"On more than one occasion," Nayedo remarked, "Vehicles following directly
behind me detonated mines. Somehow Rosie missed them. Several trucks were lost
to 40 pound plastic Antitank mines. Rosey hit one once but for some reason it
failed to detonate completely and she left the scene with a slow leak in her left
rear outside dual."

She's currently hauling and pressure testing for Company B, though she has, as

Nayedo put it, "an aversion to work," "She worked real hard for awhile," he
commented, "Then she burned out a wheel cylinder. She was down a few days for
repairs, then went back to work. A few more days and the hydrovac went out. In
for repairs again back to work, and the rear brake shoes had to be replaced. 1In

between the rests, though she's doing a log of work."

Occasionally rests are, perhaps, due her after three long years in Vietnam.
Rest or not, though, there is no doubt that Rosey's uncanny luck and phenomenal
endurance have made her one of the Army's best investments. Who knows, with
continued luck and some perseverance from the maintenance personnel, she may run
forever.

Graphic: Ink drawing by Specialist Four James Richardson "1
June 71". “"ROSEY" appears on the door above the star.
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Engineers construct mess hall

FSB SAN JUAN HILL, (23d Inf. Div. IO) - Engineers of the
23rd Infantry Division recently labored for nearly a month
building the only structure on this pile of rocks that does
not consist of ammo boxes and sandbags.

First Lieutenant David Sauer (Buffalo, N.Y.) and ten men
of Delta Company, 26th Engineer Battalion constructed a 32 by
64 foot mess hall for the men of the 4th Battalion, 21lst
Infantry.

"Three days after we started work a 'Chinook' helicopter
flew over the old mess hall and blew down part of it, making
the new mess hall a first priority project, "Sauer said.

FSB San Juan Hill can only be reached by air, so all
building materials had to be brought in by CH-47 "Chinook"
and UH 1 "Huey" helicopters. Most of the lumber came from
Chu Lai, headquarters of the 23rd Infantry Division, and tin
for a roof was flown in from a recently closed fire base.

The only power tool the engineers had was a chain saw.
With it, they cut all their timber and posts and as much of
the rest of their lumber as possible.

"We did a pretty good job with what we had," observed
Specialist Five Robert Bartnuff (Kearny, N.J.)

"At one point the plan called for one inch by eight inch
boards and four inch wide boards, but all we had were boards
one inch by twelve inches, so we cut our narrower boards out
of them."

The structure, built from the ground up without
prefabricated parts, includes a kitchen, storeroom and a
dining area which seats 75 men.
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Photo Spread. Photos by Captain John J. Hollingsworth.
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TOP LEFT: Members of the 26th Engineers watch another section
of a floating bridge inch toward a creek south of Nghai Hanh.
The engineers were supporting the opening of Minh Long Road
and had to provide a bridge for "Dusters" to cross.




TOP RIGHT: A 2 1/2 ton truck crosses the floating bridge
constructed by the 26th Engineers as part of Minh Long Road
construction.




- . e

BOTTOM LEFT: Cavalry units in the background needed a cross
for this creek, which the engineers provided.



BOTTOM RIGHT: Two dozers from the engineers cut a path along
the Minh Long Road so the "Dusters" in the background can
negotiate a creek crossing.
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26th Engineers have problems
building road near Quang Ngai

By SP4 Kerry R. Baird

NGHIA HANH, (26th Engr. Bn., I0) -- The first platoon of
Charlie Company, 26th Engineer Battalion, 23d Infantry Division
(Americal) arrived at Nghia Hanh about 10 km southwest of Quang Ngai City
to build a new road.

The road runs from Nghia Hanh for a distance of 6km and ends at OP
(observation post) Warrior.

The engineers built the road for the dual purposes of opening up the
area for the local people and to make the resupply of OP Warrior easier.
The road follows the Song Phuoc River, which was the main "highway" for
the people before the engineers came.

The new road adds an extra factor of mobility to the lives of the
people now. The first quarter mile was an existing road which was
improved to take truck traffic. The next two miles was a foot path which
the engineers bulldozed and graded into road. The last mile of the road
was completely new construction through dense brush and rice paddies.

Platoon Sergeant James Holman, (Springfield, Ore.) said, "We had to
move about 15,000 vyards of earth onto the road. That's a lot of
hauling!" (It works out to about 1875 dump truck loads) The material
that they use is a red soil called laterite. When compacted it makes and
extremely solid roadway.

The engineers bridged the Song Phuoc Giang River in two places to
supplement the ford which was already there. Echo Company, 26th Engr.
Bn. brought in a flotation foot Dbridge which the Charlie Company
engineers helped to install. The other bridge will accommodate traffic
up to a 2 1/2 ton truck.

Most of the men in the 1st Platoon enjoyed working on the project.
Specialist Four Charles Alston (New York) said, "I'd rather be here than

back in Duc Pho (their home base). There aren't any projects like this
back there."
The engineers were not without their problems. Just after they set up

their night defensive position (NDP), OP Ralph, they were hit by a
typhoon. The OP quickly developed into a mud hole three feet deep, which
frequently threatened to swallow five-ton dump trucks whole.

The dozer operators soon became proficient at pulling trucks out of
the mud. The road was also hard-hit by the typhoon. The laterite had
turned into a thick gooey layer of mud, which was almost impossible to
drive on. During the course of one day, four dump trucks were pulled out
of ditches.

The weather stayed bad throughout the entire operation, and the
engineers began to take the mud in stride. The drivers were more
careful; the dozer operators were always looking for trucks that were
stuck and a truck in motion was given a wide berth by everyone on the
road.

The engineers had other worries. Several old concrete bridges built
by the French on the first section of the road were not strong enough to
hold the weight of a bulldozer. One dozer fell through a bridge and was
stuck for nearly a day until another dozer could pull it out.

During their stay at Nghia Hanh, the engineers had very 1little
trouble from the Viet Cong.
(Continued)
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(Continued)

26th Engineers have problems
building road near Quang Ngai

Life also has its brighter moments for the engineers. "When we're not
working , we spend our time at the Nghia Hanh MACV (Military Assistance
Command, Vietnam) compound where we eat our meals," said Specialist Four
Charles Snodgrass (Charleston, W. Va.) "Those MACV teams have it made,"
said Specialist Four Joe Daymon (Ocala, Fla.), who was returning one
night after having a hot shower and an evening of music, cards and
conversation.

As the engineers prepared to pull out of their NDP, nothing was

wasted. Holman said, "We're giving all the materials from our fighting
positions to an ARVN artillery unit who helped us out with ice for our
sodas and people to help fill our sand bags. We're giving our Air-Mobile

Bunkers (developed by the 26th Engineers) to the MACV team. They will be
using them at one of their district headquarters".

Even when they leave, the men of Charlie Company, manage to help
someone.
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Engineers help cavalry unit
cross swollen Song River

By SP4 Kenny R. Baird

CHU LAI, (26th Engr. Bn. IO) - One June 22, elements of
Company A and Company E, 26th Engineer Battalion, 23d
Infantry Division (Americal), were called to the Song Vu Gai
River near LZ (Landing Zone) Rawhide to solve a big problem.

B Troop, 1lst Squadron, 1lst Cavalry was on the west side of
the river and wanted to cross it in order to stand down for a

few days.
C Troop was on the east side of the river and was supposed
to take over for B Troop. However, the river was swollen by

heavy rains and all the shallow fords were impassable.

They waited for nearly a week for the water to go down,
but when it didn't they called the 26th Engineers. After
making a recon of the river, for possible new fords, the
engineers decided that the quickest way to move the two
cavalry units was with a raft.

The orders were given and the very next day Company E
bridge trucks were sent north from Chu Lai loaded with parts
for the M4T6 raft. The trucks were met at the crossing point
by engineers from Company A and the work began immediately.

That afternoon the engineers began to ferry the "tracks"
across the river. The quick response of the 26th Engineers
to the call for help illustrated their great versatility and
their high state of readiness.
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Three Major Division Operations End

CHU IAI -- Three of the most successful campaigns in
Americal history--Operations Vernon Lake II, Hardin Falls and Fayette
Canyon--ended simultaneously Feb 28.

The three operations netted a combined total of 860 enemy kill,s as
compared to 26 American casualties.

Weapons and articles uncovered during the campaigns included
everything from rockets to bicycles and sewing machines.

Operation Vernon Lake II began Nov. 2 last year and involved the 3rd
Bn., 1lst Inf. and the 4th Bn., 21st Inf., 1lth Inf. Bde.

Uproot NVA

Aimed at pushing the 3rd NVA Div. out of a longheld bastion southwest
of Quang Ngai City, the operation accounted for 455 enemy kills during
its 119 days and discovery of 81 base camps.

Included in the 1list of weapons and articles captured were 1,253
mortars, 196 rockets, 83 hand grenades, 23,450 rounds of small arms ammo,
121 tons of rice, 115 recoilless rifle rounds, and 984 NVA uniforms.

Civilians Benefit

Much of the captured material already has been put to good use by
local Vietnamese civilians.

COL John W. Donaldson Jr. (Alexandria, Va.), 1llth Bde. commander, and
his men feel Vernon Lake II ran according to plan.

"There were no civilians out there," the colonel stated. "If we saw
someone, he was sure to be an enemy troop. We have shoved the 3rd NVA
Div. out of an area they have used as a haven for a long time."

Pacification Effort

Operation Hardin Falls began Dec. 2 last year as a three-phased, 70-
day program aimed at clearing out and pacifying six hamlets in the Thang
Binh District that had been under VC control for more than four years.

Taking place just north of the 1st Sqgdn., 1st Cav. headquarters at
Hawk Hill, the operation consisted of U.S. and Vietnamese military forces
as well as Vietnamese medical and civil affairs teams.

Americal forces involved during the first steps of the campaign
included B Trp., 1lst Sgdn., 1lst Cav.; A Co., 1lst Bn., 46th Inf., 196th
Bde.; and D Co., 26th Engr. Bn.

Joint Campaign

The main purpose for American involvement in the operation was to
assist GVN (Government of Vietnam) forces in all phases of the operation
and to provide security for the hamlets.

(Continued)
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(Continued)
Three Major Division Operations End
"The operation was a howling success," commented LTC Philip L. Bolte,
CO of the 1st Sgdn., 1lst Cav. (Continued on Page 3) Three Operations End

(Continued from Page 1)
The village of Phuoc Am exemplifies the achievements of Hardin Falls.
Villagers Resettle

"When the campaign started," LTC Bolte said, "the wvillage of Phuoc Am
had a population of only three or four families. Now this same village
has some 2,000 Vietnamese civilians living there.

The village acted like a magnet to draw the people out of the VC-
infested area and combine them in one area."

Besides accounting for 78 enemy killed and 17 enemy suspects detained,
the operation also attracted 59 Hoi Chanhs and located 39 members of the
VC infrastructure.

Capture Hospital

Operation Fayette Canyon began Dec. 15 last year after intelligence
reports indicated an estimated 1,000 NVA were securing a hospital complex
and supply depot atop Hill 953, 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

The campaign was composed of two elements from the 196th Bde.---the
2nd Bn., 1lst Inf. and 4th Bn., 31st Inf.--and the 1lst Bn., 46th Inf.,
198th Bde.

"Legionnaires" of the 2nd Bn., 1lst Inf. saw the heaviest action during
the operation netting 101 enemy kills against only one friendly casualty.

Of the total 327 enemy kills, artillery support was credited with 45,
while B-52 bomber strikes and helicopter gunship assaults added another
55 and 18 kills respectively.

"Polar Bears" of the 4/31 encountered a large NVA force in the battle
of Nui Chom Mountain in late November, killing 65.

Smash NVA Stronghold

"The Fayette Canyon Operation was designed to drive enemy forces from
a base camp area which 'Charlie' has been able to use for many months
because of the rugged, almost inaccessible terrain," stated COL Frederick
J. Kroeson Jr. (Arlington, Va.), 196th Bde. commander.

"In addition to making contact with major elements of NVA forces," he
continued, "we have discovered and subsequently destroyed large bunker
complexes, hospital areas, and in general have driven the enemy from a
long-used mountain haven."

During the campaign, 535 bunkers and 421 huts were destroyed.

In addition, 70 weapons were captured, including one 12.7mm anti-
aircraft gun, one U.S. .50 cal. heavy machinegun, and 14,000 rounds of
small arms ammo, plus a large quantity of other arms, ammunition, and
supplies.

Photo Caption: SLOSHING IN A MOUNTAIN STREAM, 2nd Bn., lst Inf. troops
of the 196th Inf. Bde. look for 'Charlie' in recently-concluded Operation
Fayette Canyon. (Photo by SP4 Jim Bruce, 196th Inf. Bde.)
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198th Mans Minuteman
First LZ Built On Batangan

Photo Caption: WITH A HEAVE, 198th Inf. Bde. soldiers add
another sandbag to a bunker at Fire Support Base Minuteman,
the new forward LZ of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. Minuteman is the
first American fire Dbase in the heart of the Batangan
Peninsula, a former Communist stronghold for 20 vyears, 15

miles south of Chu Lai. The fire base-constructed by D Co.,
5th Bn., 46th Inf. and a platoon of B Co., 26th Engrs.--is
expected to aid in the pacification of the peninsula. (Photo

by John Hollenhorst, 198th Inf. Bde.)

LZ BAYONET -- The pounding of hammer against nail still
could be heard. Shovels cut into the peninsula turf with a dull thud.

Amidst it all, CPT Michael Smith (New Lebanon, Ohio) dug the guidon of
D Co. 5th Bn., 46th Inf. into a grassy hill overlooking the Batangan
Peninsula.

First Fire Base

The fire support base Minuteman, a new forward LZ for the 198th Inf.
Bde., had been dedicated, establishing the first permanent American fire
base on the peninsula 15 miles south of Chu Lai.

The peninsula had been a Communist stronghold for more than 20 years
despite the brief tenure of a Korean base camp there two years ago.

So entrenched were the VC that search and clear operations continue to
uncover massive tunnel complexes despite the recent cordon sweep over the
area.

Aid In Pacification

"This base definitely will help in our operations here and allow us to
move about more widely and extensively in the area," explained CPT Smith,
CO at Minuteman.

The new fire base also 1is expected to aid in the peninsula's
pacification program once civilians return from their temporary refugee
center near Quang Ngai City.

All Companies Participate

CPT Smith's company 1is expected to occupy LZ Minuteman for at least
the initial few weeks, conducting search and clear operations throughout
the area and improving the fire base itself.

Different companies of the battalion will man the fire base on a
rotating basis.

"We named the fire base Minuteman after the 176th Avn. Co. because we
couldn't operate without their help, and we're proud of them," said LTC
Ronald R. Richardson, commander of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf.

"Minuteman" is the aviation company's nickname.
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Combat In Review
Photo Caption: Where Do You Want It Moved?

A U.S. Army bulldozer smashes a brush covered enemy bunker
in a giant land clearing operation of the 198th Bde area west
of Quang Ngai City. The Division men of B Co., 26th Engr.
Bn., and a platoon of ARVN Engineers are doing the clearing.
(Photo By PFC Bill Eftink, 198th IO)
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Where Do You Want It Moved?
A US. Army bulldozer smashes a brush covered enemy bunker in a giant land clearing opera-

tion in the 195th Bde area west of Quang Ngai City. The Division men of B Co., 26th Engr. Bn.,
and a platoon of ARVN Engineers are doing the clearing. (Photo By PFC Bill Eftink, 198th 10)
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Tien Phuoc road
opened by Chargers
By 1LT David Coffman
LZ HAWK HILL (196th INF BDE IO) - Winding through the
enemy infested flatlands like a giant snake. Tien Phuoc Road
has been in the past one of the most treacherous roads in
Vietnam. But times have changed and now the road is open
thanks to the efforts of American and Vietnamese soldiers.
"We needed to transport large quantities of equipment from
Tam Ky to Tien Phuoc," said Captain Loren Hahman, Topeka,
Kan. assistant operations officer for the Chargers. "A lot
of it was too heavy to transport by air."
The answer to this problem was to open Tien Phuoc Road.
The 14 mile stretch running from Tam Ky to Tien Phuoc would
be the focus of an extensive combined effort in the next few

days.
The 9th Marine Engineer Battalion repaired a half-mile
stretch of road running east from Tien Phuoc. Company D,

26th Engineer Battalion, had the difficult task of repairing
the remainder of the road and sweeping it for mines.

"They finished the job in two days," said Captain Hohman.
"Considering all they had to do this was very fast."

AT 9:30 in the morning, sixty vehicles moved out of Tam
Ky. F Troop, 17th Cavalry moved along with the trucks
providing security.

Kicking up clouds of dust, the convoy moved along the road
without incident. The vehicles reached Tien Phuoc in an hour
and a half, were off-loaded, and returned to Tam Ky.

"Units have had trouble operating on this road before,”
said Major Luther P. Kallam, operations officer for the 196th
Infantry Brigade. "our success 1in opening the road was due
to several units who were able to work together effectively.

Photo Caption: On a recent opening of the Tien Phuoc Road,
infantrymen from the 196th Infantry Brigade were posted at
strategic points to prevent enemy reaction to the convoy.
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Iron Mountain

In moderate action the "Gimlets" of the 4th Battalion,
21st Infantry killed 14 enemy soldiers, detained nine and
confiscated numerous miscellaneous items.

Early in the week Recon engaged an unknown size VC element
in the early morning hours, killing four of the enemy. Nine
VC were detained as they fled in the area, adjacent to the
South China Sea, south of Duc Pho.

The 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry accounted for five enemy
killed and 13 detained in the weeks action. The "Sykes'
Regulars" combined with the 26th Engineer Battalion to give
the enemy two set backs by uncovering as many caches.

Late 1n the week Company D made contact with an
undetermined size enemy force on a mid-day insertion in the
lowlands north of Duc Pho. As a result of the action three
VC were killed and 10 enemy suspects were detained.

The same day Company and the 26th Engineers dealt the
enemy two blows with out firing a shot during the day, while
working in the Song Ve River delta north of Duc Pho. Company
B found two AK-47s while patrolling a treeline in the area.
Later the combined elements uncovered a tunnel and bunker
complex. One bag of explosives, one bandoleer of loaded
rifle magazines, one bag of explosives, one bandoleer of
loaded rifle magazines, one bag of metal frag pieces, 25
pounds of corn, an assortment of booby-trap firing devices,
and two CHICOM grenades were found in the complex, which was
destroyed.

In light contacts throughout the week the "0ld Guard" of
the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry killed five enemy soldiers
and captured several weapons.

Late in the week D Company uncovered an enemy bunker
complex while working in the mountains northwest of Duc Pho.
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Lady Luck and dud round
help pointman win duel

By SGT Chuck Merdzinski

FSB LIZ 11th INF BDE IO) - A misfire by an NVA soldier's
weapon saved the life of an infantrymen in a recent face-to-
face duel, 15 miles north of Duc Pho in the 11th Infantry
Brigade area of operations.

Private First Class Gary O. Mooneyham, Ashville, N.C., of
the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry was with an element
providing security for the 26th Engineer Battalion engaged in
a land clearing operation. "I like to check things out,"
said Private Mooneyham, a pointman. He set out alone along a
trail leading from the beach to search the immediate area for
enemy tunnels. He had gone about 200 vyards when he heard
voices coming from the woodline. Suddenly, an NVA soldier
walked out of the thick brush from a hidden trail five meters
away. They found themselves staring at each other.

"He acted like he owned the place and was on a Sunday
afternoon stroll," exclaimed Private Mooneyham. "When we saw
each other we just froze in our tracks. He was as surprised
to see me as I was to see him," continued Private Mooneyham.
"At first I thought he was an ARVN, but when I saw his pack I
knew he was the enemy."

The NVA brought his weapon up before Private Mooneyham had
made positive identification, but it misfired. He then dove
into a ditch to escape, followed by 20 rounds from Private
Mooneyham's M-16.

Private Mooneyham withdrew 50 meters and signaled for
help. He then fired into the brush to discourage the other
enemy soldiers he had talking from joining the action. A
Sheridan Armored Assault Vehicle came to his assistance and
covered the area with its machine gun.

In the ditch the men found a new automatic weapon next to
the dead enemy soldier. An examination showed that the
firing pin had hit the round but failed to ignite the primer.
"I'm going to keep the dud round for a souvenir and have it
silver plated," he remarked.

The NVA was carrying a CHICOM grenade, canteen, flashlight
and five magazines of ammo on his pistol belt.
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E Co, 26th Engineer's hour and a half bridge
By PFC John C. Hunger

CHU LAI (26th ENG BN IO) - Bridging projects can't get too
much more difficult than what faced the 26th Engineer Battalion seven
miles northeast of Quang Ngai City. The minesweeping by Bravo Company,
26th Engineer Battalion leading up to the Dbridge site and the land
clearing project of the 39th Engineer Battalion to begin on the other
side of the Song Hau Giang River were quite typical engineer projects.
The unique and original part was the bridge built by Echo Company, 26th
Engineer Battalion with some assistance by Bravo Company.

Using as support the foundation columns of an old bridge previously
damaged by the Viet Cong, a 65 foot armored vehicle launched bridge
(AVLB) was extended from the near bank across the columns. Then a 15
foot metal dry span bridge in conjunction with another expedient engineer
bridge represents an engineering first.

An AVLB bridge is a two piece metal bridge which is transported in a
collapsed position atop a tank chassis. AT the bridge site, the tank
projects the bridge from collapsed position out to extended position.
The Dbridge then extends from the bank in front of the tank to a far
support, which in this case was a bridge foundation column rather than
the opposite bank. The tank is then detached and removed from the
roadway. The operation is merely reversed to remove[d] the bridge.

The 15 foot dry span bridge that was coupled with the AVLB bridge is a
common expedient engineer bridge composed of, in their case, eight 15
foot sections of metal bridge balk.

Completed in roughly an hour and a half, the bridge was then used to
deliver the five bulldozers of the 39th Engineer Battalion to their land

clearing site immediately at the other bank of the river. Then the
bridges were disassembled in what truly became a test of the statement
made by the commanding officer of E Company, Captain Mark E. Bacon. He

said, "There is no place in Vietnam that's too tough for my engineers."

The job of getting the heavy bridge and track equipment back out of
the marshy site and through the rice paddies proved to be no small task.
Before the day was out, the men were wading through waist-deep mud with
heavy bridge components and praying that all their efforts would soon
bring an end to the -engineering first which also turned into an
engineering feat. With the successful completion of this project,
Captain Bacon of Washington D.C., has both the originality of his ridging
first plus the very superb efforts of his hard-working engineers to be
proud of.

(Continued)
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(Continued)
E Co, 26th Engineer's hour and a half bridge

Photos and story by: PFC John Hunger

Photo Captions:

1) The "White Lions"™ put the last four 15 foot sections of metal bridge
bulk to complete the expedient bridge for the bulldozers of the 39th
Engineer Battalion to cross to their land clearing operation site.

2) The first of the five bulldozers of the 39th Engineer Battalion
crosses Echo Company's expedient bridge to the land clearing operation
site. Immediately after they were across the bridge was disassembled.

3) A little heave ho and a tug here and there plus a lot of muscle to
disassemble the feat of Echo Company. The men are breaking down the
eight 15 foot sections of metal bridge bulk.

4) After the AVLB and 15 foot sections of metal bridge bulk
are in place they must be anchored down by stakes. The
bridge only took an hour and one half to build.

5) This is the beginning of the test put to the statement made by the
commanding officer of Company E, Captain Bacon as the "White Lions"
start the job by taking up the AVLB and metal bridge bulk.

6) The "White Lions" are probably beginning to wonder if there is a dry
place in Vietnam as they start digging and carrying the sections of
metal bridge bulk out of the mud.
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Photo Caption: A reverend view of the chapel at Company D,
26th Engineer Battalion framed by the evening sun. (Photo by
SP4 Gerard Paulin, 523rd Sig. Bn.)

A reverend view of the chapel at Company D, 26th Engineer Battalion framed by the
evening sun. (Photo by SP4 Gerard Paulin, 523rd Sig. Bn.)
SOUTHERN CROSS
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It's hot, dirty, hazardous work
By SP4 Peter R. Sorensen
FSB BRONCO (11th INF BDE IO) -- It is hot, dirty and

hazardous work, but the men of the 26th Engineer Battalion's land
clearing platoon and a security platoon from the 11th Infantry Brigade's
4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry tackle their land clearing mission, nine
miles north of Duc Pho, as just another job. For three weeks, these
Division soldiers have been hacking and bulldozing down the heavy brush
and undergrowth which covers the landscape growing 100 yards from the
South China Sea.

"Our mission is to level this area," stated First Lieutenant Neil H.
Stadlman, Sac City, Iowa, land clearing platoon leader, "and remove enemy
bunkers, mines and booby traps. WE clear 400 to 500 square yards a day
and so far have cleared about 400 acres. We’ve discovered 30 booby traps
and about 50 enemy bunkers.

The mechanized hulks which break and tame the land are five D-7
bulldozers, one of which is equipped with a brush cutting Rome plow, and

two combat engineer vehicles (CEV). On some occasions a 100 foot anchor
chain weighing 9,000 pounds, is dragged between two dozers to cut down
foliage. This method, reports Lieutenant Stadlman, is also useful in

"locating" mines and booby traps.

With a CEV bringing up the rear as a mobile command post, the
bulldozers assault the hostile terrain on line. Dust fills the air.
Debris flies in all directions. At times, the dozers break formation to
singularly engage a tough patch of earth.

Security for the engineers is provided by a platoon from Company C,
4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry. Commented platoon leader First Lieutenant
Nick Prevas, Baltimore, Md., "The operation has been going real fine. We
have had good cooperation with the engineer project." "The main problem
is to adequately provide security around the machines without hitting
booby traps. Daily we use mine dogs and so far we've been real lucky."

By day's end the engineers and infantrymen are tired. The engineers
are stripped to the waist with rolled up pant legs. All wear powder
brown masks of dust and sweat. Their faces bear darker brown trails
where sweat has traveled from brow to chin. "It's not that bad. No cold
beer, no clean clothes, nor showers...but it's our job," commented Staff
Sergeant Nathen Allen, Jr., Jacksonville, Fla., smiling.

Returning to their night defensive position on the shore of the South

China Sea, Lieutenant Stadlman pointed out, "They're not done yet. Two
hours of maintenance must be performed on each wvehicle." But 1like
clearing 1land, maintenance 1is pulled automatically. Hot, dirty and

hazardous. Yes, "but it's our job."
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A D-7 bulldozer lumbers forward in search of another chunk of underbrush to munch on.
The vehicle is being employed on the land clearing project of the 26th Engineer Battalion
five miles northwest of Duc Pho. (Photo by SP4 Peter R. Sorensen)

Photo Captions:

1) A D-7 bulldozer lumbers forward in search of another chunk of
underbrush to munch on. The vehicle is being employed on the land
clearing project of the 26th Engineer Battalion five miles northwest of
Duc Pho. (Photo by SP4 Peter R. Sorensen)

2) Two "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Infantry Brigade's Charlie Company,
4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry survey the Jjob site as they provide security
for the 26th Engineers on their land clearing operation. (Photo By SP4
Peter R. Sorensen)

-
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It's a pretty big step
from SP4 to captain

By SP4 Lee Habich

CHU LAI, (23rd Inf. Div. IO) - If Specialist 4 Bazile J.
Bacino Jr., of Metarie, La., made any New Year's resolutions,
refraining from bars was not one of them.

As a matter of fact before the year was two days old
Bacino had himself three new bars and a new job as well.

Actually, the Louisiana native is well versed in bars. He
passed the Louisiana State Law exams in the spring of 1969
and until recently Bacino was working as a legal assistance
aide with the Staff Judge Advocate (SJA) Office at 23rd
Infantry Division Headquarters in Chu Lai.

In an unusual promotion ceremony Bacino received a direct
commission to 1st Lieutenant. An hour and a half later he
was promoted to Captain.

"It was short but pleasant,”" he said reflecting on his
brief career as a 1lst lieutenant.

Captain Bascino, currently serving his seventh month in
Vietnam, spent his first four and one half months with the
26th Engineering Company as a minesweeper along the Tra Bong
Road south of Chu Lai. About mid-November Bacino was
transferred to the Staff Judge Advocate's office.

In addition to his promotion Bacino is being reassigned as
SJA council with the 173rd Aviation Battalion.

Captain Bacino received both his bachelor of Science and
Law Degree at Loyola University in New Orleans. He took
basic at Ft. Polk, La, AIT at Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo., and
arrived in Vietnam in July.

The new captain intends to request Germany as his next
duty assignment upon completion of his tour in Vietnam.
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Engineers build Hau Duc road
to serve two pacified villages

CHU LAI, (23rd Inf. Div. IO)

- "Each morning at 7:30 we started out by mine sweeping the
road, said Staff Sergeant Hughie Smith of Columbus Ga.

So began the work days for the men of Company D, 26th
Engineer Battalion as they worked on the road from the
combined U.S. -Vietnamese outpost of Tien Phuoc to New Hau
Duc 16 kilometers away through the heavily pacified area of
the two wvillages.

Guarded by a security force of local Vietnamese Regional
Force and Popular Force, a demolition team led by Staff
Sergeant Arthur L. Stokes of Baton Rouge, La., ushered the
engineers back each day for continuation of their road
project by conducting a minesweep of the road.

Demolition team blew any spots indicated as possible
mines, after which a truck was used to pressure test the road
as a final check.

"After the road is clear of mines and booby traps we start
repairing the road by making it wider, putting in culverts
where needed," stated Sergeant Smith.

"Working in close cooperation with the Tien Phuoc wvillage
chief, the road was built through the wvillage, through 2
kilometers of rice paddies, 12 kilometers of Jjungle through a
steep narrow pass, and then 2 more kilometers of rice paddies
to Hau Duc," outlined First Lieutenant William B. Rynearson
of Northfield, Vt.

"The White Lions" had to supply rock and gravel to build
the road a level above the rice paddies.

Metal culverts were put in at certain spots to allow for
drainage across the road without washing it out with each
rain. In the early stages of the work, "heavy rains would
wash out our road before we could put in culverts," lamented
Lt. Rynearson.

The engineers cleared the land of heavy foliage for the
roadway, and the demolition men had a big job in blasting
some hills to enable bulldozing down to a 10% grade
consistent with Army road specifications.

The efficient Company D team secured by the local
Vietnamese forces turned a footpath into a roadway for supply
and local use by the villagers traveling between the two
pacified wvillages.
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Infantrymen play with 'rubber ducky'
By SP4 Guy Winkler

CHU LAI, (23rd Inf. Div. IO) - You might think that an
infantry company that plays with "rubber ducks" has been in the field too
long, but when Bravo Company from the 23rd Infantry Division's 5th
Battalion, 46th Infantry, plays with "rubber ducks" while on
maneuvers....watch out Charlie.

On a mission about 14 miles west of Chu Lai recently, the 198th
Infantry Brigade company discovered that they were on the wrong side of
the Song Ba Ky River in order to search out an enemy force which was
observed on the opposite side.

After the order was given to cross the swiftly flowing river, six men
from Echo Company, 26th Engineers were flown by helicopter to the
location with two inflatable rafts to transport the men across the yards

of water. "This will be the first river crossing by raft that the
battalion had ever done while in Vietnam," said Captain Roger Templar of
Honeoye Falls, N.Y., commanding officer of Bravo Company.

Artillery fire from the 1st Battalion, 1l4th Artillery and Landing Zone
Ky Tra was requested by the company to scare up enemy elements which
might have been waiting in the brush of the other side.

After artillery peppered the east side of the river, Bravo Company
moved the rafts to the river and began to inflate them for the "Swing
line" crossing.

Bad luck popped up as the rafts were being inflated for the crossing.

The first raft had two holes in it and was discarded. The "Spare" one
was inflated, but it too had several holes.

The necessary patch-work was performed on the spare raft as
infantrymen and engineers pitched in to glue patches on the holes, The
Raft was too wet for gluing patches, so wooden pegs were inserted in the
holes and covered with glue. It was ready for launching.

After tying one end of a rope to a tree, an attempt was made by
Specialist Daryl Hart of San Hose, Calif., to swim to the other end to
the opposite side and tie it to a tree in order to guide the raft across
without being washed down stream.

The current of the 15-foot deep river caught Hart and swept him down
stream, clinging to the life preserver tied to the end of the rope.

Hart was pulled ashore as Private First Class Walter Colon of New York
City stripped down to make the long swim against the pulling current. He
made it in about two minutes and tied the rope to a tree.

The "Rubber ducky," as christened by the company, was lowered into the
water for its historic crossing of the Song Ba Ky River.

Using one raft, ten trips were required to transport the company
across the river.

Asked why a helicopter wasn't used to lift the men across the river to
save more time, Cpt. Templar said, "Time wasn't the deciding factor in
this mission. It was just to get the men across. Besides," he said, "It
would have tied up a helicopter which is needed elsewhere.”

The "rubber ducky" served its purpose as Company B scored a first for
the b5th Battalion to cross a river without getting wet, except for
Specialist Hart and PFC Colon.

Continued



Vol. 4, No. 4 Chu Lai, Vietnam January 22, 1971 Page 4-5
Continued
Infantrymen play with 'rubber ducky'

Story and photos
by SP4
Guy Winkler

Photos and Captions:

1) Private First Class Walter Colon, a member of Company
B, 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry, from New York City pulls
himself back to shore after swimming across the Song Ba Ky
River 14 miles west of Chu Lai.

2) The rubber raft gets loaded in preparation for its
mission fulfillment.

3) The launching of the "rubber ducky" is a success as she
is swing-lined across the Song Ba Ky River with Company B.
(Ten soldiers fill the raft).

4) Captain Roger Templar patches up the "rubber ducky"
after a hole is discovered in it.

5) Soldiers from Company B begin to inflate the makeshift
craft for their first try.

6) The engineers pull the ducky to shore with the soldiers
of the company after crossing the river.

7) The rubber ducky holds up well transporting part of the
company across the river. Who says the bush can't be fun.
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Daily Wrapup
'Jungle Warriors' kill seven enemy

Wednesday June 9

Charlie Company 1/20th Infantry had a mechanical ambush
detonate while in their night defensive position northwest of
Duc Pho. They checked the area and found one VC soldier
killed in the action and they captured one rucksack.

The recon element of 1/20, while on patrol northwest of
Nghia Hanh, spotted two VC soldiers walking toward them on
the same trail they were on. They engaged the enemy soldiers
with small arms fire, filling both VC soldiers and capturing
one AK-47.

H Troop, 17th Cavalry found and destroyed one bunker while
patrolling northeast of Mo Duc. Continuing to patrol near
the same area, they found four NVA ponchos.

Later, H Troop also found five plastic tubes sticking up
out of the ground. They thought them to be air vents for an
underground bunker. Checking they found and destroyed one
underground bunker.

While working with a Popular Forces Company, H Troop
detained two females and one male with no identifications.
Inside a hootch they found a trip wire and several smoke
grenade cans filled with stones. The detainees were taken to
Mo Duc.

Continuing to work near the same area, they found and
destroyed four bunkers, three spider holes and one hootch.

Bravo Company, 26th Engineers, while working west of Quang
Ngai found and destroyed a tunnel containing one 60mm mortar
round.

Elements of the 11th Brigade collected from Vietnamese
civilians eight mortar rounds along QL-1, under the VIP
program.
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Engineers are making Buddy Program work

EDITORS NOTE: The following is the second part in a series
concerned with the drug programs in the Americal Division.
This part specifically deals with the Buddy Program.

By MSG Bill Pickett
Americal Information Office

CHU LAI, (23rd Inf. Div. IO)--"If our program is working,
it's Dbecause the men themselves are making it work," says Lieutenant
Colonel Thomas A. Sands, 26th Engineer Battalion commander.

He was referring to the Buddy Programs, in use throughout the 23d
Infantry Division (Americal), and specifically to the program within his
battalion, which has Dbeen singled out as the most successful in the
division.

The program is a part of the rehabilitation portion of the Americal's
three-pronged Drug and Crime Suppression Program which is coordinated by
Division deputy Chief of Staff for Special Activities, Lieutenant Colonel
Jay E. Hobbs, Jr. The three phases of the program are education and
information, amnesty and rehabilitation and finally enforcement.

Sands, 36 and a native of Nashville, Tenn., took command of the
battalion in late February of this year. He initiated the Buddy Program
the next month, earlier than many of the division wunits. The program
works hand-in-glove with the amnesty program and rehabilitation program,
and "newbies" are introduced to it upon joining the unit.

During the early stages of the amnesty and buddy programs, Sands
reports that the battalion had almost 30 men on amnesty and some 12
others processing for elimination from the service under the provisions
of AR 635-212, Discharge for Unfitness or Unsuitability.

Two months ago, however, Sands estimated that the battalion had only
six or eight men on amnesty and the unit was processing”"...a couple of
212s." Members of the battalion approach the problem two ways, said
Sands, who was interviewed on the eve of his departure from CONUS and
assignment with the office of the Chief of Staff of the Army in

Washington.
"Ninety per cent of the guys on heroin," he explained, "don't like the
straight guys, but they don't Dbother them. So we have to make the

straights aware of the problem."

The straights are urged not to turn their backs on a man with a
problem; to realize that the user may need someone to help him. All
members of the unit are educated on drug use symptoms and encouraged to
help men on the road to rehabilitation.

Rehabilitation of a soldier who returns to the unit from treatment
under the amnesty program continues in the battalion, explains Sands.
"When a guy returns, we assign a couple of his buddies to look after him.
We have people who volunteer to do this, and the CO also knows his people
and can assign a certain soldier to buddy up with the returnee and help
him out."

The colonel continued, "We do this for two purposes. Firstly, to lend
encouragement to the man trying to kick the habit; secondly, to protect
him from others on heroin and from pushers."

The second phase of the program-and perhaps this sis the part of the
iceberg below the water--is handled by the men. "We encourage the E-4's
and E-5's to solve the problem," said (Continued on page 2)
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Engineers are making Buddy Program work
(Continued)

Sands. "Users don't want to admit the problem, so their coworkers get
with them, urge them to shake the habit and try to point them in other
directions."

He said the buddies send a guy to bed for the day, maybe two days,
and assume a little extra work themselves so that the job gets done.
They cover up for their buddy, they take care of him and each other, and
in many instances the man is cured and nobody knows about it except the
soldier and his friends.

Should that attempt fail, the men go to the CO with the problem, and
the CO puts it to the individual: "Get straight, go on amnesty, now."
Punishment is considered as a last resort.

"If the heroin user doesn't feel that his buddies hate him, he can be
reached," explained Sands. "He doesn't care if I don't get along with
him, I'm up here at battalion. I don't go on mine sweeps with the guy.
He doesn't go reeling around my hootch."

"We rely on the good faith of the men. This 1is their program," he
continued. "They live with the guy, and work with him. I'm tremendously
pleased with he way the men have reacted, they have really taken it upon
themselves and to the men must go the credit for any success the program
has had in this battalion."

If the 26th Engineer Battalion program is unorthodox, it is still one
of the most successful in the 23d Division. But then, that's not the
only unorthodox program in the battalion. Sands is the guy who sends his
men to school to complete GED requirements in lieu of other options when
up for an Article 15.

The battalion also attempts to cut off the source of drugs through

weekly inspections for the health and welfare of the men. Along with
daily safety and fire inspections, all community areas of the unit also
come under close scrutiny. But in the 26th Engineer Battalion, the

"Buddy Program" is just that, and the troops themselves are making it
work.
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This is the 1last issue of the "Southern Cross" newspaper,
however, a Charger newspaper will be published by the 10th
Public Information Detachment of the 196th Infantry Brigade
beginning Dec. 1971.
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Americal headgquarters ETS's

By MSG Bill Pickett

CHU LAI (Special) - "Four year ago the Americal Division
was born in battle ... in one of the most violently contested areas of
Vietnam. Today we look back with satisfaction at the complete

accomplishment of our mission."

With these words Major General Frederick J. Kroesen, 23d Infantry
Division (Americal) commander, set the stage for the standdown of the
division headquarters, the last in the division to case its colors.

The division awards ceremony Nov. 11 at Chu Lai climaxed four years of
battle for the Americal Division, at one time the largest division in the
Army, with the largest Tactical Area of Interest in Vietnam. More than
1000,000 men served with the division in the southern portion of Military
Region I during that time, helping to drive the enemy out of the
populated coastal plain and mountain settlements and training Regional
Popular Forces.

"Those who have served honorably with this division have earned a
self-satisfaction and pride that comes from serving with the best, and
attaining the most difficult goals," the general noted.

He did not sidestep the fact that members of the division share

collectively an unfortunate reputation,"... caused by the few 1in our
numbers who make mistakes, some tragic, some careless, some notorious."
"But," he added, "we do share also the credit for an unexcelled record

and uncounted thousands of acts of wvalor, acts of compassion and a
significant contribution to the attainment of the objectives of the
United States in this war."

Participating in the ceremony were infantrymen from the three brigades
of the division: the 11th, 196th and 198th; artillerymen representing the
Americal Division Artillery; aviation personnel of the 16th Combat
Aviation Group; and men of many skills from the Division Support Command.
Also represented was the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry; 26th Engineer
Battalion and the 523d Signal Battalion.

General Creighton W. Abrams, CG, U.S. Military Assistance Command,
Vietnam, was the reviewing officer. Sharing the reviewing stand with
General Abrams and General Kroesen were Lieutenant General Hoang Xuan
Lam, CG I Corps and Military Region I; Lieutenant General William J.
McCaffery, deputy CG, U.S. Army, Vietnam; Lieutenant General Welborn G.
Dolvin, CG, XXIV Corps; and Major General Nguyen Van Toan, CG 2d ARVN
Infantry Division.

Brigadier General Bertram K. Gorwitz, assistant division commander,
was Commander of Troops. (continued)
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Americal headgquarters ETS's
During the ceremony Americal soldiers were presented U.S. and

Vietnamese decorations. They were representative of the many members of

the division who have been cited for gallantry during their tours with
the Americal.

Since the wunit was activated in 1967, nine Americal soldiers have
earned the Medal of Honor, and the Division was decorated with its second
Vietnamese Cross of Gallentry with Palm.

Capping the colorful ceremony witnessed by several hundred spectators,
General Kroesen, assisted by General Toan, unveiled a monument dedicated
to soldiers of the Americal Division "...who joined forces with soldiers
of the 2d ARVN Infantry Division to battle a common enemy during the
years 1967 to 1971."

A part of the inscription on the bronze plaque mounted on the cement
monument read: "This monument stands as a memorial to the sacrifices made
by members of the Americal Division during this struggle, and it endures
as a symbol of hope for the ultimate achievement of self-determination
for all the people of Vietnam."

With the dedication of the memorial the standdown ceremony for the
Americal Division was ended.

Photo Caption- STANDDOWN PRESS CONFERENCE--Some 25 newsmen
interview Major General Frederick J. Kroesen, CG 23d Infantry
Division (Americal), following standown ceremonies for
Headquarters of the Americal Nov. 11. (U.S. ARMY PHOTO)
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Hester does her thing - - severely

By SGT Mark A. Schulz

DA NANG(196th Inf. Bde. IO) -- The 23d Infantry Division
(Americal) quickly recovered from Typhoon Hester which had 1left one
person dead and millions of dollars in damage to the $50 million Chu Lai
Basecamp installation.

The seven camp areas in the 196th Infantry also recorded heavy storm
damage in the Da Nang area as 294 buildings were damaged and 217
destroyed.

Restoration of electrical power, water supply, mess service and
continuation of normal services in the Chu Lai area were given top
priority as personnel from the division area continued operations for
standdown.

Typhoon Hester's 115 to 120 mile per hour winds had complete destroyed
30 per cent of the Chu Lai buildings and heavy damaged 40 per cent.
Fifteen per cent of the remaining buildings were able to be repaired by
office personnel, as only light damage was done. The other 15 per cent
remained undamaged.

No specific number was given, but heavy damage was listed to aircraft
as many choppers were trapped in fallen metal structures.

Approximately 30 persons received injuries at Chu Lai as a result of
the storm.

The breakdown of Typhoon Hester's destruction for the Da Nang area was
as follows: Camp Crescenz, lst Battalion, 46th Infantry's home had eight
buildings damaged and 11 destroyed; Camp Reasoner, 3d Battalion, 21st
Infantry's home, had 72 buildings damaged and 43 destroyed; Charger
South, 196th Headquarters, had 61 buildings damaged and 95 destroyed.

Charger North, Administrative Company Headquarters, had 47 buildings
damaged and 20 destroyed; Redhorse, 3d Battalion, 82d Artillery's home,
had 31 buildings damaged and 13 destroyed; Camp Purdue, 2d Battalion, 1lst
Infantry's home, had 33 buildings damaged and 31 destroyed; and Camp
Professional, Support Battalion Headquarters' area, had 42 Dbuildings
damaged and four destroyed.

Company A, 26th Engineer Battalion was in charge of the rebuilding
task for the 196th Inf. Bde.

Saturday, Oct. 23 was the day Typhoon Hester began hitting the Chu Lai
and Da Nang areas beginning about 4 a.m.

The first part of the storm passed over Chu Lai and the calmness of
the eye of the storm prevailed from 11:30 to 12:15 p.m. The storm then
swirled winds in the opposite direction in the Chu Lai area.

Heavy winds and rains continued throughout the evening. Winds calmed
down early that evening but rains continued throughout Saturday night and
early Sunday morning.

Continued




Continued
26Nov71-Southern Cross Vol. 4 No. 45 Page 3
Hester does her thing - - severely
Photo Captions -

TOP LEFT - This 1is what the Officers' Club looked 1like
after Typhoon Hester did her thing at Chu Lai.




TOP RIGHT - These three soldiers begin replacing tin
one of the 30 per cent of the lightly damaged buildings
Chu Lai shortly after Hester passed by.

on
in



LEFT - Roofing tin lies around the headguarters area here
while a latrine walls lean against senior NCOs' hooches. The
latrine was completely blown off its foundation.
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BOTTOM LEFT -- Vietnamese and GI workers begin replacing
the tin roof of the Headquarters, 23d Infantry Division
shortly after 120 mile per hour winds ended Saturday evening.
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BOTTOM RIGHT -- This mess of electrical wires shows why
electrical power was placed on a high priority as the wake of
Hester left Chu Lai with damage estimated into the millions
of dollars. (U.S. ARMY PHOTOS BY SP4 RANDY BOMBARD)
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Skilled Men Package Water
By SP4 KEVIN HOWE
11th Inf. Bde.

LZ BRONCO--Soldiers fighting in the tropics have depended
since time immemorial, on a substantial water supply.

The British Indian Army used native water bearers in the late 1800's,
a system immortalized in in Rudyards Kipling's poem, "Gunga Din."

But the U.S. Army in Vietnam has come a long way from the leather
waterbag hauled into battle by Gunga Din. His modern counterparts are
skilled technicians, who purify and package this vital fluid.

The task of supplying water to the men of the 1lth Inf. Bde. falls on
the shoulders of two small detachments here- water purification teams of
Co. C of the 26th Engr. Bn. and the 29th Engr. Det.

These two teams process 36,000 gallons of clear, pure drinking water
each day, in addition to non-potable water for washing and other

purposes.
The units maintain two semi-stationary purification plants mounted on
specially built 2 1/2 ton truck bodies. All equipment necessary for

purifying water is contained in these plants.

CPL Donald E. Combs, of Newport, Ky., head of the 26th Engr. Bn team,
described the purification process in detail.

"First, we pump the water from the creek to a chemical mixing tank,
where we add limestone and ferric chloride, which are coagulants; calcium

hypochlorite, a disinfectant; and activated carbon, which removes
objectional tastes and odors," he said.

"All this 1is then pumped to a sedimentation tank,, where the
disinfectants kill germs, the coagulants break up the bacteria in the
water and the impurities settle to the bottom. Some of this water
overflows and 1is used as non-potable water. The rest goes through a

final filtering process and is used for drinking."

Combs added that the filtering process is the only difference between
the drinking and non-potable water, wunless the non-potable 1is drawn
directly from the creek."

In addition to their vans and pumping equipment, the nine men in the
two teams have built a concrete retaining dam across the creek.

"We were afraid the water level might fall too low in the dry season,
but we won't have to worry about that with the dam," said PFC Samuel E.
Cavanaugh, of Marion, Ind.

SP4 Jerry J. Pearson, of Aurora, Wisc., said the area has "one of the
worst water sources in the division," but "the end product has always
been pure.

"Right now, this water point 1s rated tops 1in the division,
considering the quality of the supply, the amount we produce and the fact
that we've never had a case of sickness caused by our water," said the

head of the 29th Eng. Det. Team.

The two machines each use 36 pounds of chemicals during their daily
12-hour operation, and produce 1,500 gallons of water an hour.

The teams recently completed a new 600-gallon-an-hour trailer-mounted
mobile water purification unit, which can be used in forward areas where
large amounts of water are needed for troop operations.
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Spread continued

Organic Aviation

It was organized early this year as the division's organic aviation
unit from outfits already in the area (Note: formed from the 161st AHC of
the 14th Avn Bn., 1lst Avn Bde. At the time it was unusual for a division
to have organic aviation not under the 1lst Avn Bde. It may have been the
first one set up this way in Vietnam.). It is commanded by LTC John N.
Brandenburg (Note: John N. Brandenburg later commanded a Bn in the 196th
Inf Bde. He retired as a Lieutenant General).

The Co. A "Pelicans" are responsible for general air support for the

division. Their duties include resupply (Note: Mainly for Division
Artillery), road patrol (Note: Mainly for 26th Engineers s 9th Marine
Engineers), the transportation of VIP's and the providing of aircraft for

the various courier flights from Chu Lai. (Note: 1 special forces mission
was supported at Phu Bai, 1 special forces mission at Da Nang, 1 mission
to provide reconnaissance for the Marines at Da Nang, Nightly flare
mission, & Command & Control missions for 1st/lst Cav and other units
were omitted from this article.)

Their efforts are often unsung, but nonetheless represent a vital cog
in the air support of the fighting soldiers of the Army's only named
division.

For instance, they fly nearly 50 tons of cargo each week.

Take War to VC

The high-flying "Warlords the only aero-scout company in Vietnam, are
equipped to take the war right to the enemy's doorstep.

The company carries its own infantry, reconnaissance and firepower
support elements in one neat, three-helicopter package.

Using the standard OH-23 observation helicopter, the Co. B "Warlords'"
primary mission 1s reconnaissance. Teams of two gunships and one OH-23
scour the division area for traces of the enemy, and the mobile aerial-
rifle section is available for closer inspection when it is needed.

Though the company's duties are primarily reconnaissance, and not
combat, its members have accounted for more than their share of kills in
action which has been centered mainly in the southern part of the
division's area of operations.

Other Support

The "Blue Ghosts" of Trp. F, 8th Cav., though assigned to the
battalion for organizational purposes, are attached to the 1st Sgdn., 1lst
Cav., and more will be said about them in a later issue.

The 449th Sig. Det. provides avionics support for the battalion's
aircraft. Though the scope of the singalmen's mission has greatly
increased as the size of the battalion has increased., they have never
failed in the vital job of keeping the aviators "on the air."

The 406th TC Det. "Roadrunners" (Note: reorganized to Higher Level
Direct Support function as E/723rd Maint Bn in 1969) keep the battalion
in the air and on the go. The detachment provides direct support for the
battalion, and calls no job short of entirely rebuilding an aircraft too
large or too small.

Personnel from the battalion also are responsible for the operation of
the Ky Ha tower, which controls much of the helicopter traffic coming and
out of Chu Lai.
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Soldier 'Plows Up' Trouble

LZ BRONCO--When SP4 Gregory C. Faulk set out to smooth
some of the bumps on roads leading out of here, it began like
any other day on the job.

Before he had finished, Faulk, of Mentor, 0., had plowed
up quite a bit of excitement in the 11th Inf. Bde. base camp.

About mid-morning the Co. C, 26th Engr. Bn. soldier was
working with the toothed ground Dbreaking attachment
(scarifier) on his grader, attempting to level a particularly
stubborn section of road near the brigade headquarters.

"I had the scarifier set to dig down to about eight
inches. The fork hit something buried in the road, but I
didn't think too much of it because there are a lot of rocks
in the area," he said.

Suddenly the "rock" started to sputter, and, a second
later, a muffled explosion spread a 30 foot circle of fire
around the front of the grader.

"T wasn't sure what it was at first," Faulk recalled. "
backed the grader out of there and when I Jjumped down to
help[ beat out the fire I saw that it was gunpowder burning."

The engineer had hit an old powder charge for a 175mm gun
which had somehow been buried in the road. It was still 1
nits container, but when the scarifier dragged it along the
friction set of f the percussion primer.

"It was a good thing the container was partially rusted
out, because as it was , the explosion was only enough to
spread the flaming powder around a little bit and didn't do
much damage," Faulk said.

But Faulk wasn't through yet.

The next morning, Co. C got a call for a demolition team
to dispose of a piece of ordnance discovered in another area
of the base camp.

"It seems," the caller said "that the guy who was over
here grading the roads yesterday afternoon dug up a live 60mm
mortar round."

This time, his Dblade had scraped off the top layer of
earth and scratched the side of the round. The glint of the
sun off the base metal had alerted a passerby of the mine's
presence.

"The round had been there a while," said SP4 Russel
Taylor, the demolition expert who blew it in place.

"The amazing thing is that another vehicle hadn't set it
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Combat In Review
Engineers Utilize Choppers To Build Isolated Outposts

CHU LAI-- "White Lions" from the 26th Engr. Bn. are
confronted daily with mission ranging from sweeping Highway
535 in search of mines to floating pontoon bridges across
rivers.

One of the most challenging assignments given the combat
engineers 1s the construction of a new outpost in the
division's area of operation.

It takes from three to five days to create a fire support
base or landing zone.

Unfortunately from a logistical standpoint, the
construction sites are usually mountain tops, dense forests,
or other isolated locations.

The difficult task of transporting the essential earth
moving equipment and building materials overland 1is made
easier by a helicopter airlift operation. CH-47Bs and CH-
54's, known to most ground observers as Chinooks and Cranes,
play a major role.

The boxcar-shaped Chinook is capable of carrying an 11,000
pound load; the Crane, which appears to have had a bit taken
from its underside, can hoist 16,000 pounds skyward.

LTC Mathew W. Hoey, commanding officer of the 26th Engr.
Bn., praised the chopper units that support his engineers.

"As far as I'm concerned," he said, "without the
assistance of the Army aviation units our job would be at
least five times more difficult. They give us a tremendous

advantage over the enemy."



AIRBORNE DELIVERY—"Flying Crane” airlifts con-
struction equipment for 26th Engr. Bn. to be used in building
a new LZ in the division area. (Photo by SP4 David L. Tyler)

Photo Caption - AIRBORNE DELIVERY--"Flying Crane" airlifts
construction equipment for 26th Engr. Bn. to be used in
building a new LZ in the division area. (Photo by SP4 David
L. Tyler)
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Americal Engineer Gives

Instruction to ARVN's
Photo Captions-
(1) Classroom instruction to orient ARVN engineers
(2-3) Engine maintenance emphasized
(4) Interpreter listens to next pointer

Photos by SP4 Bill Guerrant, Photo Editor

QUANG NGAI--Complex machinery requires careful maintenance
and a lot of tender loving car. Realizing this, the 26th
Engr. Bn. sent a maintenance officer to Quang Ngai City to
help the engineers of the 2nd ARVN Div. improve their
competence.

CW2 Duane V. Scott left the "White Lions" headquarters at
Chu Lai and traveled south to the engineer battalion
compound.

Orientation was held in a class room, with the practical
work taking place in the yard outside. Mr. Scott, who worked
with a Vietnamese interpreter, checked the students's
familiarization with the nomenclature and functions of the
different types of equipment.

Also, through the interpreter, the drivers and technicians
were able to ask questions about the material they did not
understand.




Americal Engineer Gives
nson To ARVNs

Classroom instruction to orlont ARVN enginesrs.
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trving care Realieing thig, Ahe 2616 ¥ngr.  satside e Zeatt, who wirked with & Viet.
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CW2 Duare V. Boott deft the “White
L™ hesdquasions w1 o Lal and treveled
sowth Ao the engineer hsttslion compound

Intarproter listens to next pointer

Fhonw by B4 NIk deerrewt, Seie Bine



27Sep68-Southern Cross Vol. 1 No. 8. Page 4-5

'Brave and Bold' Big In I Corps (198th Inf. Bde. bayonet &

flame patch)

Photo Captions-

(1) Brave and Bold' troops board chopper for extraction.
helicopter has a minuteman painted on the tail, 176 on the door.

nose is "075" and the words "THE INSERTER".

(2) 198th soldier scans hut for VC.

(2) Cavalry mortarmen support operation in 'Dragon Valley'
(3) Medic treats burned Son Tra victim (small child).

(4) Kit Carson scouts lead patrol.

(5) MP 'River Rats' check junk for enemy contraband.

(6) Engineers add final touch to brigade chapel.

(Note
One the



Engineers add final touch to brigade chapel



Not yet 18 months old, the 198th Inf. Bde. has gone from the practice
field of Fort Hood, Tex., to the hills and Jjungles of Operations
Burlington Trail and Wheeler/Wallowa and the rice paddies of Muscatine to
prove itself equal to any combat demands, as the youngest "seasoned
veterans" in Vietnam.

On The Move

Always mobile, the 198th units have operated from Duc Pho to Jjust
south of Da Nang in pursuit of the enemy. They have gone west of Chu Lai
to areas either untouched before by American soldiers or unsearched for
years.

Nearly 19-1 Kill Ratio

During its search and clear missions the "Brave and Bold" brigade has
killed more than 1,200 enemy. The head-on battles have been few, but in
three major battles the enemy losses were 499 compared to the 198th's 28,
a ratio of nearly 19-1.

Units have uncovered huge weapons caches, thousands of rounds of
ammunition tons of rice, medical supplies, and enemy buildings.

Fighting disease, more than 82,000 Vietnamese, or nearly 8,000 per
month, have been treated during MEDCAPs by 198th civic action soldiers.

Aid To Education

Numerous repairs and construction of schools, wells, roads, and market
places have been made. In addition more than 70 primary and secondary
school scholarships were awarded to Vietnamese by 198th personnel during
the last school term.

Consists of 4 Battalions

Commanded by COL Charles B. Thomas, the 198th consists of four
infantry battalions: 1st Bn., 6th Inf.; 1lst Bn., 46th Inf.; 1lst Bn., 52nd
Inf.; and 5th Bn., 46th Inf. Other brigade units are the 1lst Bn., 14th
Arty.; the support battalion; H Trp., 17th Cav.; Co. B, 26th Engr.

Bn.; and the 57th Scout Dog Plt.

Story and Photos
By 198th Inf. Bde.
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Lone Footprint

Discloses Mine

LZ BRONCO--Division engineers attached to the 11lth Inf.
Bde. are fortunate that one Viet Cong's sense of humor is not
surpassed by his attention to detail.

On a recent minesweep of the road between LZs Bronco and
Carantan, SSG Frank R. Marshall of C Co., 26th Engr. Bn.,
spotted a lone footprint on a portion of the road already
checked by the mine detector.

Booby-trapped Mine

The sweeper went over the area again. This time the
detector produced a faint ringing sound. SGT Robert C. Denny
began probing the hard dirt. After two hours of careful

digging, he uncovered two charges, one of which was
intricately booby-trapped.

On top of the mine was a US Army leaflet offering rewards
to Viet Cong for turning in mines and booby traps.

"The charges were nitrostarch," said 1LT Bill Hassan, "The
Army hasn't used that type of explosive in many years. It's
too volatile. I don't know where 'Charlie' got it."

In Mail Sack

Most of the materials for the mine were scrounged from
sanitary fills near Bronco. THe VC used C-ration and sundry
pack boxes and shoe laces. The device was wrapped in a red
mail sack to waterproof it.

"There was almost no metal used to construct the mine,"

said LT Hassan. "That's why the mine sweeper didn't catch it
on the first pass. Whoever rigged that mine knew what he was
doing. The dirt was hidden in a rice paddy and all the

footprints had been wiped out. Except one."
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Photo Caption - CEV-Men of the 26th Engr. Bn. check out
their new mechanical monster. (Photo by 523rd Sig. Bn.)

CEN—Men of the 26th Fngr. Bn. check out their new mechanical monster,  (Photo by
523rd Sig. Ba.)

New Mechanical Monsters
Arrive At 26th Engineers

CHU LAI--Several mechanical monsters, weighing 58 tons
each, have been throwing their weight around the division
area.

There are only a limited number of these huge machines
called Combat Engineer Vehicles (CEV), 1in Vietnam and the
Americal's 26th Engr. Bn. has received a number of them
recently.

The vehicles are built on M-60 tank chassis with a 165mm
gun and two machine guns, an M-73 and M-85, sprouting from
the top.

Considering the CEV is a fairly recent arrival here an
that it is powered by a 750-horsepower engine, and can push,
pull, 1lift, and blast, it will be up to the engineers to
determine just what are the limitations of the
vehicle.

1SGT Robert E. Elston of B Co. said, "At this time is
looks 1like the new vehicle will be used primarily for
clearing and recovery mission."



Demolition Gun

The 165mm demolition gun, which replaces the standard
105mm gun of the M60 tank, is capable of firing an 80-pound
shaped charge to a distance of 4,500 meters, with a bursting
radius of 750 meters. It is to be used for long range
eradication of bunkers and fortifications.

Hoist And Blade Attached

The hoist atop the CEV can 1lift 17,500 pounds, which
provides often needed vertical 1lift capabilities in remote
sections of the division. The winch 1is rated at 25,000
pounds of pulling power.

The dozer Dblade is wused to do such things as clear
obstacles and cut artillery trenches.

4-Man Crew
Each CEV is manned by a crew of four, or half as many as
the M-60 tank. There is a commander, driver, gunner, and

loader. The gunner and loader and demolition qualified.
The vehicles arrived at Chu Lai unassembled; it took only
a week to put them together at the 723rd Maint. Bn.
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Combat In Review

11th Razes
VC Refuge

LZ BRONCO--"It was Jjust like being on the rifle range in
basic training. After the "Charlie-Charlie" flushed those
first three VC they just started popping up all over."  SGT

Clive Want, a squad leader with the 11th Bde.'s C Co., 3rd
Bn., 1lst Inf., was describing a recent action by his unit six
miles north of here.

MAJ Patrick Trinkle, Dbattalion operations officer, was
flying cover for the maneuvering "Jungle Warriors" company
when he spotted three VC bolt from their underground refuge
and flee before the advancing "Always First" troops.

Swiftly notifying the nearest elements, he directed them
to the area and marked the location with a smoke grenade.
Two platoons cut off all escape routes and quickly killed the
three VC.

"We got several more as they popped out of hidden spider
holes and tried to run," continued SGT Wang.

Elements of the company cordoned off the area and called
in the engineers of ¢ Co., 26th Eng. Bn.

Using cratering charges to demolish bunkers and caves
suspected of harboring other stubborn Viet Cong, the combined
effort accounted for six more bodies.

When the infantry set up their night perimeter around the
area, the day's tally stood at 12 VC killed and five suspects
detained.
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Back On Batangan

BATANGAN PEN. -- Sampans swept ashore, leaving some refugees to wade
the last 50 feet, as the final key phase of Operation Russell Beach began here
recently amid scattered enemy resistance.

The last stage of the combined service operation called for resettlement of the
peninsula after it had been cleared of enemy troops in a cordon and sweep movement by
Americal Division, Marine, Navy and ARVN units.

During a 20-day exodus in March, almost 12,000 refugees were brought here from the
Combined Holding and Interrogation Center near Quang Ngai in a massive resettlement
project coordinated by the Quang Ngai Province chief.

The 15-mile trip was accomplished by Americal Chinook helicopters from the 132nd
Aslt. Spt. Hel. Co., South Vietnamese Navy landing craft and a flotilla of civilian
sampans.

Problems

Four "new" villages are now rising from the rubble of combat as the rebuilding
process begins on old homesites.

Getting ready for the villagers' return meant clearing four large village sites and
construction of a 25-mile road system by elements of Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn.

We've had a few problems because mines still make the area quite dangerous," said
CPT Warren W. Sullivan (Fredericksburg, Va.), the engineer company commander. "We've
built roads connecting each wvillage and an inland road from the peninsula. That
should help the peninsula economy."

Although Operation Russell Beach was conceived by (Continued on last page) It's
Back to Batangan
(Continued from first page) the Americal Division, the refugees' return is mainly a
Vietnamese effort. To start the villagers anew, the South Vietnamese government
provided each family with a kit of carpentry tools, tin roofs, and a month's supply of
rice.

Over 700

"To my knowledge, there has never been anything like this before in a former hard
core VC area," said LTC George A. Swearegen (Oakland, Miss.), deputy senior advisor to
the Quang Ngai Province chief. "The same people are moving into their old wvillage
areas."

Since Operation Russell Beach began Jan. 13 and encompassed the short-run Marine
phase, Operation Bold Mariner, more than 700 hard core Viet Cong, members of the VC
infrastructure, and VC suspects have been killed or captured.

Now these civilians, fed and maintained at the CHIC tents, are returning to their
changed peninsula to begin a new life. (AMERICAL IO)

Photo Caption: VIETNAMESE VILLAGERS RETURN to their homes on the
Batangan Peninsula, a VC stronghold until Operation Russell Beach began
Jan. 13. Officials of the Vietnamese government are in charge of the
resettlement as Americal Div. troops maintain a fire base on the
peninsula to guard against further enemy insurgency. (Photo by 1LT
Josef Hebert, 198th Bde. IO)
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THANK YOU ERDELATOR
FOR A TALL COOL ONE

Lz FAT CITY-- After a

long hard trek through the steaming, oven-like jungles

of Vietnam, nothing is quite as refreshing as a long drink
of water.

Unlike the U.S. where pure drinking water is always available at the
turn of a faucet, water used by soldiers here must be purified or
boiled before consumption.

One of the functions of the division's 26th Engr. Bn. is
to supply pure drinking water to Americal soldiers.

Pump and Purity

HHC and E Co. provide water for division artillery
units based here. Four men operate and maintain a water purification
unit which pumps and purifies more than 7000 gallons of water a day.

"It is a very simple operation to purify so much water every day,"
said CPL Donald O'Meara (Fairmont, N.D.). operations NCOIC here.

"Water 1s first pumped from two 30-foot wells to a portable
purification wunit contained in a 29-foot semi-trailer," O'Meara
explained. "Then it is pumped into an erdalator, a huge bowl-shaped
device which disinfects the water Dby adding chlorine."

Final Filter

After the water flows from the erdalator, it is filtered a final time
and pumped into two 300 gallon storage tanks.

The 26th Engr. Bn. also supplies other division units
with clean drinking water. Co. A supplies LZ Ross, Co. B pumps water to
LZ Bayonet and Co. C serves LZ Bronco.

"During the summer at Fat City alone, our water output rises to
10,000 gallons per day," O'Meara said.

"The increase in water consumption shows clearly the importance of
water conservation. We simply do not have the fresh water available
here as in the states." (AMERICAL IO)
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Photo Caption: Rebuilding For Future

An elderly Vietnamese man notches logs to Dbe used as
support in his new home on the Batangan Peninsula. He is one
of the many refugees returned to homesites cleard Dby the
26th Engr. Bn. as Operation Russell Beach began its final
phases. (Photo by 1LT Helmut Hebert, 198th Bde. I0)

Page 3

Rebuilding For Future
An elderly Vietnamese man notches logs to be used as support
in his new home on the Batangan Peninsula, He is one of the many
refugees returned to homesites cleared by the 26th Engr. Bn. as

Operation Russell Beach began its final phases.
(Photo by 1LT Helmut Hebert, 198th Bde. 10)
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Custom-Made Spreader Does The Job

Photo Caption: MSG Joe Young proudly displays his creation.
At first it appears simply to be an oil tanker, but it isn't.
Instead the tank carries asphalt for reducing dust on roads
and helipads. (Photo by 26th Eng. Bn.)
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MSG Joe Young proudly displays his creuut;-. At n_nl Il—nppmn lb_-ply to be an oll tanker, but isn't. Instend the task
asphalt for reducing dust on roads und bhelipads. (Phota by 26th Eng, Ba.)

ENGR. INGENUITY SOLVES STICKY PROBLEM

CHU LAI-- After serving almost 31 years with Army ord-
nance and armour units, MSG Joe Young (Radcliff, Ky.) was
rather surprised when he was assigned to the Americal's 26th
Engr. Bn.

However, as the battalion maintenance sergeant, he found
there was room for an old expeienced hand to exercise intiat-
ive and ingenuity.

Some months ago Young heard the battalion needed
something larger than a "navy cube" to spread peneprime, cut
back asphalt used as a dust reducing material on roads, heli-
pads, etc. A navy cube was the name given a tank that held
around 500 gallons back in WWII. It is used for water, gaso-
line, or any other liquid.

Converts Tanker

On a visit to a support maintenance facility Young spotted a
5,000 gallon tank-trailer that had been heavily damaged when it
detonated a mine.

An idea started to jell that some of this "washed out" junk
could be used 'to build a distributor to spread the gooey
black stuff. Support maintenance couldn't go along with
Young's idea because what he proposed was unauthorized by
every regulation and manual.

Persistence paid off, however, and with the help of Mr. Bill
Seaton, local representative for the U.S. Army Tank-Automotive
Command, Young finally won an OK to try.



After two months of sifting through junk heaps, Young,
with a lot of volunteer night assistance from the men in his shop,
assembled a rig that, except for a few details, looks like one
right off a Detroit assembly line.

Variety Of Parts

The tractor, from the cab forward, belonged to a five-ton
dump truck that was permanently deadlined after being
broken up twice by mines. The rear part of the tractor frame
belonged to a bridge truck that survived demolition by sappers
and two mines before it quit. When Young drove his pet
project up to battalion headquarters for the commanders
approval, it drew a large crowd unanimous in their praise of his
handiwork. The next day the distributor was turned over to A
Co. for use on a road job.

The machine functioned better than expected aid is now being
used on highway 535 between LZs Baldy and Ross. (26th Engr. Bn.)
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DECORATIONS

SILVER STAR MEDAL
SP4 Lonnie J. Lincoln, 198th Bde; MAJ Wilford A. Phelps,
11th Bde; MAJ Lawrence J. Remener, 196th Bde; SP4 Charley L. Rogers,
196th Bde.
DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS
WOl Michael W. Reed (1st OLC), 123rd Avn Bn. (A/123rd Avn Bn)
SOLDIER'S MEDAL
SP4 Napoleon Black, 198th Bde; 1LT Michael D. Clark, 196th
Bde; SP4 Edwin A. Jensen, 198th Bde.
BRONZE STAR MEDAL WITH "V" DEVICE
SP4 Ellwood Anderson (1lst OLC), 11lth Bde; SP4 Ronald E.
Baysinger (lst OLC), 196th Bde; SGT James R. Broadfoot, 123rd
Avn Bn (Warlords); SP4 Carlos L. Brock, 196th Bde; SP4 Garnett Brooks
Jr.,
11th bde; SP4 Paul J. Coriddi, 11lth Bde; PFC Nathaniel Dease, 198th
Bde; SSG Danny Dingus (lst OLC), 196th Inf; SP5 Robert E. Dontion,
196th Bde; SGT Gary J. Eldridge, 26th Engr Bn; SP4 Danny R.
Ellison, 26th Engr Bn; PFC Tony L. Flynn, 1lth Bde; SP4 Larry
B. Gabriel, 196th Bde; SP4 Robert P. Gleason, 196th Bde; SP4
Pruitt B. Googe, 26th Engr Bn; SP4 Winston B. Harris, 26th Engr
Bn; 1LT Kim J. Henningsen, 198th Bde; SP4 Willie Jackson, 196th
Bde; SGT Jack W. Johnstone, 196th Bde; 2LT Bruce Kai, 11lth Bde;
CPT Frank W. Koleszar (4th OLC), 1lth Bde; SP4 Jame C.
Lawson, 11lth Bde; SP4 Alfred Lopez, 11lth Bde; 1SG William J.
Martin, 196th Bde; PFC William B. Matson, 196th Bde; SP4 Charley
Mayberry, 1lth Bde; SGT Jeffrey M. Narcotta (lst OLC), 1lth Bde;
SGT Harvey M. Pace III, 11lth Bde; SSG Barry J. Quigley (lst
OLC), 196th Bde; SGT John K. Riggleman, 11th Bde; CPT John S.
Walker (3rd OLC), 11lth Bde; SSG Michael H. Wallace (lst OLC),
196th Bde; 1LT David A. Waltz (2nd OLC), 196th Bde; PFC Carlton
E. Webb, 198th Bde; SP4 Willard R. Williams Jr. 196th Bde;
SP4 Larry P. Zimmerman 196th Bde.
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A Bde 'Moves' An LZ

LZ HAWK HILL -- A line of five-ton flatbed trailer trucks
hauling metal conex containers tore a path through the muddy
road as they departed the Division's LZ Baldy.

Enroute to the new home of the 196th Inf. Bde. at Hawk
Hill, the convoys rolled carefully along. The mammoth task
of moving the major portion of the brigade and its components
was completed within four days.

Because of a well coordinated move-plan initiated by
Brigade staff officers, all of the administrative sections
remained operational throughout the move.

More than 171 bunker complexes were constructed within
sixty days by members of A Co., 26th Engr. However heavy
monsoon rains temporarily put a damper on further

construction efforts. "The biggest problem we had was water
seepage into the buildings," recalled 2LT Jesse Daughtery
(South Bend, Ind.) 1st Plt. Leader A . Co. "We solved that

by placing rubber matting on the roofs."

Artillery from 3-82 Arty. was shuttled to the new location
by Chinook helicopters. The available firepower of the guns
was never lost as each gun was placed singly and put into
operation before another gun was moved.

"The men did an outstanding Jjob considering the adverse
weather conditions and the short period of time they said we
had to move," said LTC Edwin Kennedy (Gulfport, Miss.) Bde.
Exec. Officer. "We continued our move even though the roads
were washed out, but hauling more than 17 conex loads to Hawk
Hill by Chinook.™ (196th IO)
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Photo Caption: If Americal troopers aren't wading knee-deep
through rice fields, chances are fairly good that they will
be over their heads in grass. Here engineers with Company E,
26th Engineers thread their way through the tall grass during
a recent operation in the 196th Infantry Brigade. (Photo by
Stephen Belfeld)
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If Americal troopers aren’t wading knee-deep through rice fields, chances are fairl
be over their heads in grass. Here, ensineml:vltll Cuglpany E, ummm
the tall grass during a recent operation in the 196th Infantry Brigade. (Photo by PFC St
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Crime doesn't pay

Case 1

Private First Class James H. Bumgarner Jr., and Private
William J. Schott, Dboth of Echo Company, 26th Engineer
Battalion, were convicted by general court-martial on May 31,
for committing aggravated assaults upon two noncommissioned
officers.

According to the evidence introduced at the trail, PFC
Bumgarner and Pvt. Schott fashioned a "home made" bomb out of
C-explosive and large nails. The bomb was placed under a
building occupied by several noncommissioned officers and was
detonated a few minutes later.

One noncommissioned officer was slightly injured in the
explosion that severely damaged the building.

After announcing findings of guilty, the court sentenced
PFC Bumgarner and Pvt. Schott to dishonorable discharge,
forfeiture of all pay and allowances, reduction to Private
(E-1) and confinement at hard labor for five years.

Both soldiers are presently confined in the Division D-
Cell awaiting transfer to the USARV Installation Stockade,
Long Binh, Vietnam. Thereafter, they will be transferred to
the U.S. Disciplinary Barracks, Ft. Leavenworth, Kan., to
serve the period of confinement.
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New mess hall for 1lst [sic 4th of 21st] of 21st

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (23rd Inf. Div. IO) - Engineers of the
23rd Infantry Division recently labored for nearly a month
building the only structure on this pile of rocks that does
not consist of ammo boxes and sandbags.

First Lieutenant David Sauer, (Buffalo, N.Y.), and ten men
of Delta Company, 26th Engineer Battalion constructed a 32
ft. by 64 ft. mess hall for the men of the 4th Battalion,
21st Infantry.

"Three days after we started work a 'Chinook' helicopter
flew over the old mess hall and blew down part of it, making
the new mess hall a first priority project," Sauer said.

FSB San Juan Hill can only be reached by air, so all
building materials had to be brought in by CH-47 'Chinook'
and UH-1H 'Huey' helicopters. Most of the lumber came from
Chu Lai, headquarters of the 23rd Infantry Division, and tin
for the roof was flown in from a recently closed fire base.

The only power tool the engineers had was a chain saw.
With it they cut all their timber and posts and as much of
the rest of their lumber as possible.

"We did a pretty good job with what we had," observed
Specialist Five Robert Bartnuff, (Kearny, N.J.).

"At one point the plan called for one inch by eight inch
boards and four inch wide boards, but all we had were boards
one inch by twelve inches, so we cut our narrower boards out
of them."

The structure, built form the ground up without
prefabricated parts, includes a kitchen, storeroom and a
dining area which seats 75 men.
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02Feb69- When Red Baron Sees Red - ZAP!

CHU LAI, Vietnam (Special) - The Red Baron was mad. His
voice jumped from the radio with cold fury.

"He doesn't talk like that very often", said the colonel's
driver, listening at headquarters of the 26th Combat Engineer
Bn. Only two minutes before, Lt. Col. Mathew W. Hoey and his
chopper crew had been taking a break from a morning of flying
over the engineer work parties of B Co.

Now they were airborne, charging toward the mine sweep
team that had called for
"dustoff," the emergency medical evacuation helicopter.

The radio crackled with terse messages alerting them to
the destruction that lay ahead.

"The roller has been blown up, the driver and the operator
were hurt pretty bad," said the platoon leader. "Dustoff's
already gone. Looks like a CD (command detonated mine) ."

"Roger, We'll try to find who did it. Get your tracks on
the defense and we'll work over the area.

With that, now seven minutes from a cup of coffee, the Red
Baron (as Hoey was dubbed by his men) began a swooping flight
at treetop level. He was looking for the position from which
the VC had Jjust Dblown up the special armored personnel
carrier (APC) rigged with a mine detection roller.

"That bunker at 9 o'clock," barked the colonel.

With only the briefest of directions, the pilot whipped
the chopper left and right, up and down, to give Hoey the
best chance of dropping white phosphorous grenades into
jungle grown bunkers, trenchlines or ruined huts where a
hidden enemy might be lurking.

With each toss the anger ebbed. The Dbillowing smoke
marked targets for the
soldiers on the ground. With each pass, the door gunners
strained against their safety straps, leaning into space to
spray tracers from above. For 10 minutes lethal fired hosed
over the battle area.

"Okay, that's enough. Lets go downstairs."

For the moment combat was over. Action had lowered the
intensity of emotions.

"You'll have to stay here until we can retrieve the wreck.
They want to evaluate 1it," Hoey told the officer standing
beside the hulk. With that 1st Lt. Mathias J. Kasper issued



instruction and Sgt. 1C Edward Robinson had his men and the
ACAV's (armored personnel carrier with .50 caliber machine
guns) from H Troop, 17th Cav., circle and dig in. This was
VC country, and the wagon circle was as effective now as it
was 1in the Indian wars.

B Co. and supporting elements were spread in three areas

along the jungle road. Their mission had been to build a
road and get the heavy self-propelled cannons of A Btry., 3d
Bn., 18th Arty., into Tra Bong. This they had done. A

"road" inched along the Tra Bong river. But most of the 17.3
miles from Binh Son to the CIDG camp at Tra Bong was a cow
path. Years of war and disuse had allowed the jungle to
creep back. The VC mined what was usable.

Three bypasses, two dry span bridges and 1 1/2 miles of
pioneer road along with the ever-present mine sweep had been
needed.

"We flew airmobile heavy equipment into Tra Bong and

started from both ends," commented the colonel. "We were
two-thirds of the way by the end of the first day. Then the
rain started (13 inches in 24 hours) and really hurt. It

took two days to go that last third of the way.



The return trip was worse.

"There isn't any road!" was one soldier's remark.

Now the job was to get themselves back to Highway 1 at
Binh Son, and then home. The Combat Engineer Vehicles (CEV)
presented a real-challenge in the deep mud. FEach of these
monsters weighs 60 tons but they are essential to area
clearance, ammunition off-loading and augmenting fire power.

The tropical torrent washed out or weakened the road,

erasing the previous work. A CEV bogged in the mud when a
section built on a paddy dike collapsed. This halted the
second party. Landing strip planking was being used at a

third stretch of the road so the huge cargo truck, called a
"Goer," could go.

Marauding VC also plagued the column. Before they got to
their base at LZ Bayonet, three soldiers would be killed and

21 wounded. Seven of the wounded were from H Troop 17 Cav.;
the others were from B,C,D, and E companies, 26th Engineer
Bn. Sporadic mortar, rocket and sniper fire harassed them
every day.

"Those guys are tops," reflected LTC Hoey. "In spite of
the mud, rain, floods, washouts, mechanical Dbreakdowns,
mines, rockets - you name it, they've been on the receiving

end - they can still laugh. I was kidding Lt. John C. Platt
about the CEV being buried, and he was still able to grin.
The units supporting us have also been outstanding,
particularly H Troop, 17th Cav. and the 123rd Aviation Bn.

The Americal Div.'s 26th Engineers again earned the combat
in the "combat engineer”™ title on the road to Tra Bong.
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24Feb69-Goodies Better Late Than Never for GI

CHU LAI, Vietnam (Special) - Last Christmas, when everyone
was receiving packages from the Red Cross and other
organizations, Spec. 4 Ronald F. Blage of C Co., 26th Engr.
Bn. was not so fortunate.

The company had run out of "goody bags" when it was his
turn to receive one. Spec. 4 Gregory Homme, also of C Co.
came to the rescue and gave Blage a pack of cigarettes from
his own package.

The engineers noticed the pack had a slip of paper inside
the cellophane wrapper indicating the gift was from the
Passaic Valley (N.J.) Elks Lodge. Blage felt that even
though it was a small gift, a note of thanks was in order.

In early February, Blage received a reply to his note.
The note was so warmed by his response that they sent him a
letter and package weighing more than 12 pounds.

Among the assortment inside, was a 2 1/2 foot Danish
sausage and a 5-pound block of cheese.

The lodge wrote, "We believe that this is the least we can
do compared to what you are doing for us back in the States."
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1,175 Space Reductions

SAIGON (S&S) — The Americal Div.’s 26% Eng. Bn. began
standdown Saturday, eliminating 825 troop spaces, Army
spokesman said. Joining the 23rd Inf. Div. unit in standdown
was the Naval Mobile Construction Bn 5, creating 350 space
reductions, Navy spokesmen said.



Pacific Stars & Stripes
02Apr71 Page 23
Friday

Villagers See Light at End of a One-Lane Road

LZ HAWK HILL, Vietnam (Special) - After seven years of
waiting, the villagers of Nui Loc Son are working again on
the 15-mile link connecting their homes with Highway 1.
Since 1964 the route has been impassable because of NVA and
VC resistance. But enemy activity has fallen off and
construction has resumed.

The one-lane road begins about 30 miles south of Da Nang
at Tang [Thang] Binh, where it branches from Highway 1 and
extends west into the resettlement area of Nui Loc Son. the
resettlement area is under the protection of the 196th Inf.
Brigade, 23rd Inf. Div.

“Some people travel the road now by Honda,” said Maj.
Robert H. Little, the district senior adviser at Thang Binh,
“but it’s a rough trip with the washouts, chuckholes and the
bridges down. You can’t go fast, and such conditions
increase the possibility of an ambush.”

“One bridge has already been completed just outside of
Thang Bien [Binh],” said Little. ™“Lt. Col. Nguyen Minh Dang,
the district chief, is a big influence on the project. He
believes the Vietnamese should be gainfully employed, and at
the same time understands well the benefits of this project.”

Little further explained that completion of the 15-mile
Thang Binh Road, also known as Highway 534, will mean new
markets on Highway 1 for the villagers in Nui Loc Son.

All labor is being done by local Vietnamese, although
advisory assistance and construction materials are being
offered by A Co., 26t Eng. Bn. here on Landing Zone Hawk
Hill.

“We recently completed upgrading and necessary patchwork
on two other roads which enter Nui Loc Son,” said Capt.
Kenneth W. H. Chun, A Co. commander. "“One of these two
roads, Highway 535, leads all the way to Highway 1 as does
the Thang Binh Road being worked on by the Vietnamese.”

Highway 535 intersects Highway 1 near LZ Baldy which is
about three miles north of Thang Binh. Chun said most of
this route from Baldy to Nui Loc Son was passable except for
the last seven miles which the 26t Eng. Bn. recently
repaired.

The 26th Engineers also finished work recently on a second
road which stretches from Nui Loc Son to the top of LZ Center
firebase and home of the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf. Bn., of the 196th
Inf. Brigade. Previously, LZ Center could resupply the



villagers and American liaison workers in Nui Loc Son only by
helicopter.

Spec. 4 Richard W. Kwayzer understands what a road complex
means to Nui Loc Son. As a liaison member there from the 3rd
Bn., 21st Inf.,, he is in daily contact with the villagers.

“The population here will grow because of the improving
roads,” said Kwayzer, who served in Vietnam as a combat medic
before his present assignment. “This area is fertile,
productive and relatively secure, which makes it attractive
to many of the Vietnamese who might live in crowded
conditions along Highway 1.

“I’ve talked to three village chiefs in Nui Loc Son about
the new construction,” added Kwayzer. “All of them seem
overjoyed.”



230ct70-Pacific Stars & Stripes
Friday Page 7

ARVN Engineers Build Road,
Reputation for Efficiency

By PFC. DON NEWTON

LZ HAWK HILL, Vietnam (Special) - South Vietnamese Army
engineers recently re-opened the only road which connects
the coastal areas from Highway I with Hiep Duc, a village
area located in the mountainous terrain west of Tam Ky.

No convoys had used the throughway since Nov., 1969,
when a resupply convoy last rolled into Hiep Duc loaded
with foodstuffs for the villagers. These villagers have
remained under the security of a control-fire zone in the
196th Inf. Brigade, Americal Div.’s area of operations.

The 2rd ARVN Engineers, working out of Tam Ky, repaired
an eight-mile section of the road which enters the village
of Hiep Duc and its surrounding hamlets. Marine engineers
of the 1st Div. had maintained eastern portions of the road
which originates from Da Nang.

“ARVN engineers swept the area for mines, installed
culverts and graded the road with minimal assistance from
our advisory team,” said Capt. Aaron D. Evans, commander
for A Co., 26th Eng., here at Hawk Hill.

“The ARVN engineers impressed me,” added Platoon Sgt.
Cecil Collins. “In a two-hour period one afternoon, they
finished construction on the three 20 foot-long culverts.
That’s optimum efficiency in my book.”

ARVN infantrymen supplied coordinated security for their
own engineers and the American advisers throughout the

eight-mile operation. “It gave me confidence to know the
PF’s (Popular Forces) were out there,” said Collins. “And
they always were. When one company of P.F.’s reached the

border of their A.0. (area of operations), another company
would immediately pick us up.”

The projected three-day allied operation was finished
successfully in two days.



Pacific Stars & Stripes
280ct71 - Page 6 Thursday

Yanks Jump In to Aid Viets, Rebuild After Storm

S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON - The toll of dead and injured from Typhoon Hester
mounted Tuesday as Vietnamese and U.S. authorities pressed
efforts to relieve misery and untangle wreckage in the
country’s northern provinces.

Seventy persons were known dead and 142 injured,
authorities said Tuesday.

Three of the dead and 51 of the injured were Americans,
according to the U.S. command.

Food and clothing were being distributed to tens of
thousands of Vietnamese left homeless when Hester ripped into
the country’s northern coast last Saturday.

Thousands of U.S. soldiers were working to rebuild
buildings and repair aircraft torn up by the typhoon, which
had winds ranging up to 120 miles per hour.

The U.S. command said Hester demolished 25 helicopters
worth $6.3 million and heavily damaged 33. Twenty-two of the
destroyed choppers were being prepared for turn-in as part of
standdown procedures.

A number of other helicopters received minor damage, and
spokesmen said assessment of damages was continuing.

Nearly 900 sorties, mostly by helicopters, had been flown
by 5 p.m. Monday as U.S. aircraft airlifted more than 3,000
persons and 20 tons of supplies in I Military Region, which
comprises Vietnam’s five northernmost provinces.

A U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)
official said food and clothing were being distributed from
emergency warehouses to more than 30,000 Vietnamese who lost
homes in the storm.

The USAID official said refugee camps in and around Quang
Ngai and Quang Nam were hardest hit by the typhoon, and he
added, “A lot of people are missing.”

South Vietnamese military units have been helping to
evacuate and direct Hester’s wvictims to provincial and
district capitals, the USAID official said. The
government has given emergency funds to each province, and
the commanding general of the military region has reactivated
a flood relief committee to direct relief efforts, he said.

Vietnamese authorities said 30 to 45 per cent of the
livestock and crops in the region had been destroyed or
damaged more than 50 percent.

Hester’s winds and rains also sank about 500 sampans,
authorities said.



The 45th Eng. Group was working along with the Americal
Div.’s 26 Eng. Bn. and the 101st Airborne Div.’s 326t Eng.
Bn. to rebuild structures heavily damaged by the typhoon.

Seventy per cent of the buildings at Chu Lai, home base of
the Americal, were destroyed or heavily damaged, but a
division spokesmen said, “We have progressed beautifully
during the last 48 hours since the storm hit.”

He said officers were working with enlisted men to repair
building[s] where they worked and lived.

“We are rebuilding and morale is high,” he said.

“We realize we won’t get it rebuilt to the way it was
before,” he said. “But it’s back there almost where we were
before.”

He said most of the destroyed buildings would not be
rebuilt.

He said electrical power, water and telephone service were
returning but added, “It’1ll take a few more days to get back
where it was.”

(Continued)



(Continued)

Several battalions of the Americal have begun standdown
and the spokesmen said redeployment was going on as
scheduled.

Though no flights left Chu Lai the day Hester slammed into
the coast, 264 were processed out the following day, he said.
A XXIV Corps spokesman said units at Da Nang and at Phu
Bai, home base of the 101st Airborne Div., were repairing

buildings with the help of engineers.

The spokesman said Highway 1 was open to traffic Tuesday
throughout I MR.

He said he expected power and water facilities to be back
to normal by the end of the week.



16Jan69- (Thursday) Biggest Landing Of War

By JO2 DAVE WARSH

and SPEC. 5 ERIC JOHNS
S&S Vietnam Bureau.

SAIGON - Storming ashore in the biggest amphibious assault
of the Vietnam war, nearly 4,000 Marines moved onto a
Communist-controlled peninsula near Quang Ngai, military
spokesmen revealed Tuesday.

As the Marines came ashore, U.S. and Vietnamese Army
troops moved in by land to set up a giant cordon around the
peninsula.

The peninsula - known as Batangan - Jjuts into the South
China Sea about 10 miles above the coastal plain city of
Quang Ngai, about 330 miles northwest of Saigon.

It has an area of about eight square miles and long has
been a staunchly Communist area. The scheme behind the
operation is to bring the area under government control. In
the past, Viet Cong troops fighting on Batangan's fringes
could retreat in safety to the peninsula, officials said.

Stars & Stripes Correspondent Spec. 5 Jack Benedict
reported that five Viet Cong were killed in 1light action
during the first day of the operation. One American was
reported wounded.

The operation is really two operations, under two
different commanders.

The first-dubbed Bold Mariner-was the amphibious landing
and includes some units of the 2nd ARVN 1Inf. Div.
Leathernecks of the 26th Regimental Landing Team comprised
most of the force.

The second - called Russell Beach - consists mainly of
Americal Div. troopers.

Brig. Gen Howard H. Cooksey, who heads the Americal Div.
task force, said heavier contact is expected when the cordon
starts to tighten. He said at least two main force
battalions were 1in the encircled area when the operation
stared.

FEarly indications are that at least one of them has been
trapped. The remaining task of flushing the enemy out will
be prolonged by an extensive network of tunnels-some dug
three stories deep - and numerous booby traps.

An impressive portion of the U.S. 7th Fleet - including
the battleship New Jersey - stood offshore in the shallow
green waters as the Marines hit the shore, wanting to help.
But the Leathernecks landed without opposition.

The operation is expected to follow a pattern described by
other big cordons. Residents of the closed area-an estimated
5,000 will be evacuated to an interrogation camp on the



fringes of the circle.

Meanwhile, troops on the cordon's perimeter will slowly
tighten the circle, searching for Dburied supplies and
reluctant residents or Communist soldiers.

Photo caption-Marines board helicopters on the TUSS
Tripoli for flight to the Communist-controlled Batangan
Peninsula in South Vietnam. The action 1s the biggest
amphibious assault of the war. (UPI)

Jersey Batters Bunkers

SAIGON (S&S) - The battleship New Jersey destroyed or
damaged four enemy bunkers Friday in the northern sector of
South Vietnam, Navy sources said Saturday.



(Personal reflections by a helicopter crewchief from the
Americal Division's
A/123rd Avn Bn. about the Batangan Peninsula operation by
Leslie Hines.)

I observed an amphibious landing of tanks. All these years I
had thought that these were marine tanks. It turns out they
were lst/lst Cav tanks brought in on Marine landing boats. I

saw one of the tanks sink in the landing. It was driving in
shallow water and hit a pot hole in the beach. It floated a
little over to one side before it sank completely, but just
under the water a little. At the Americal re-union in Chicago
I overheard a 1st/lst Cav veteran telling the story of how
his tank had sunk in the landing. I was surprised that I had
found someone that had crossed my path years ago. He related
that his tank was to be blown in place when the officer in
charge ordered them to do better. They got it out. The rest
of the story that the tanker didn't know was that when the
tank was being towed up to Tam Ky, the bridge collapsed on
them. I was flying with the for the 26th engineers the next
day. They cursed the tankers. Although the river was nearly
dry it was a big bridge and hard to get the tanks off the
bridge. It seemed that there were three tracked vehicles on
the bridge. I had thought that the tanks were headed south
because their turrets were pointed south, but my pilot, Mr.
McCaig, told me that they had the turrets pointed backwards
from where they were going. He recalled this and confirmed
the 1st/lst Cav veteran's story and added

that there was an NBC filming the collapsed bridge repair.
They eventually brought in a Sky crane to carry in materials
to repair the bridge.

As far as the New Jersey being close by in the green
waters, it seemed to be quite far out. I flew staff missions
from the Americal out to visit the New Jersey three times.
It was quite a flight out over the water to the Battleship.
When we landed it was unsettling that we would set down, then
the ship would go out from under us and we would have to land
again and again until we were finally down for good. I was
surprised that the Navy guys were interested in getting of me
and our helicopter. One of the Navy guys showed me how I
could see the 16" shells after they were being fired. It
took me a while to catch on, but I could see the shells going
out. I was told that it took between 300 and 600 1lbs of
gunpowder per shot. The shells fired could go as big as 2700
1bs. I could feel the ship move with the guns were fired.
When we flew the staff around the impact zone before we went
out. It was amazing how far away from the impact zone the



rice paddies were taking shrapnel. I don't think I would
have wanted to be standing up even if I was a mile and a half
away. There was a submarine partially submerged offshore on
the day of the amphibious landing. I recall the pilot saying
that the submarine was one of ours. That was a relief.

Later during this operation we flew 1lots of loads of
refugees to LZ CHIC. The LZ looked 1like a sandbar in the

river near Quang Ngai. It was really tiring and stressful
with lots of short hops and crowding the Vietnamese in the
helicopters.

I was really beat when we returned at night. I don't recall

flying flares missions for this operations, but I read that
the area was being illuminated all night long by flares.

I also recall a little of flying some wounded out to a
hospital ship named Sanctuary. Some of the wounded were
Marines.
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GIs Gets Charge Out of Job

CHU LAI- Vietnam (Special)

--— When Spec. 4 Gregory C. Faulk set out to smooth some of
the bumps out of the roads of Landing Zone Bronco, it began
just like any other day on the job.

But before he was finished, Faulk, Mentor, Ohio plowed up
quite a bit of excitement in the 1lth Inf. Brigade base camp.

About midmorning, Faulk of the Americal Div’s, C Co., 26th
Engineer Bn., was working with the toothed ground-breaking
attachment (scarifier) on his grader, attempting to level a
particularly stubborn section of road near the brigade
headquarters section.

“I had the scarifier set to dig down to a depth of about
eight inches,” Faulk said “The form hit something buried in
the road, but I didn’t think too much about it because there
are a lot of rocks in this area.”

Suddenly the “rock” began to sputter, and a second later,
a muffled explosion spread a 30-foot circle of fire around
the front of the grader.

“I wasn’t sure what it was at first,” Faulk recalled. “I
backed the grader out of there and when I jumped down to help
beat out the fire I saw that it was gunpowder burning.”

Faulk had hit an old powder charge for a 175mm gun which
had somehow been buried in the road. It was still in its
container, but when the scarifier dragged [it] along the
friction set of the percussion primer.

“It was a good thing the container was partially rusted
out.” Faulk stated, “because as it was, the explosion was
only enough to spread the flaming powder around a little bit
and didn’t really damage anything.
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10Jun70-Convoy Nightmare Erased As Units Clear Highway 1

By SPEC. 4 PETER R. SORENSEN
FSB BRONCO, Vietnam (Special) - The highway is quiet save for
the occasional puttering of a civilian wvehicle. It 1is
morning and the black asphalt has just begun to radiate the
heat from a new day's sun. The roadsides are littered with
undefinable rusted metal parts and the decaying skeletons of
once lumbering vehicles. All bear silent witness to the
landscape's treacherous past.

Highway 1, south from Duc Pho 15 miles to now abandoned
Firebase Lowboy on the southern border of the 1lth Infantry
Brigade's area of operation was once a convoy commander's
nightmare. "Ambush Alley" and "Engineer Pass" do not have
any identifying road signs, nor do they appear on maps, but
Americal Div. soldiers in the area can easily point out the
real estate in transients.

Just south of Firebase Debbie Highway 1 assumes

uncharacteristic curves and Dbends. Hills thickly covered
with foliage and rocks rise up to the west. Also the west,
the remnants of a destroyed French railroad parallel the
road. At stretches foothills rise on both sides of the

highway and dense vegetation has edged its way to the road's
side.

"Before we started the 'minesweep-south" the NVA hit this
section everyday with ambushes, mines and booby-traps," said
Spec. 5 Richard D. Throm of D Co., 4th Bn., 21st Inf.

That was about four months ago. Now every morning, a team
composed of infantry, engineers, artillery, armor and
aviation insure that the highway remains open.

A light observation helicopter from the 11th Inf. Brigade
flies a morning reconnaissance of the area radioing 1its
finding to the sweep team. Gunships are on call, if needed.

C Co. of the 26th Engineer Bn., leads the column with a
heavily-armed squad riding in a converted five-ton dump,
"pressure-test truck." "We also sweep with mine detectors
along the road and check culverts for mines each day,"
reported 1st Lt. Charles D. Butt.

A varying number of armored personnel carriers (APC) and
"Sheridan" combat assault vehicles are scattered throughout
the convoy, Said Sgt. Randall Fox, APC driver. "If we're
hit, I swing in to face the action and put down a heavy base
of fire for maneuver elements." E Troop, 1st Cav., also



places their armored tracks in stationary strategic locations
along the route.

Sgt. Norman N. Roberts leads a reaction force of a squad
of infantrymen from the 4th Bn., 21st inf. "We;re put down
to engage enemy elements and seek out snipers. These men are
all experienced, having spent a minimum of eight months in
the field."

Artillery ©provides a forward observer in constant
communication with batteries from surrounding firebases. G
Btry., 55th Arty., is represented by quad-mounted .50 caliber
machine guns. "Our 'VC Eater' alternates mornings with
another quad-.50, from Firebase Debbie. The quads can put
down heavy fire and cover a lot of area. The last time we
made contact, a couple of days ago, a '.50' expended 8,000
rounds, " said Sgt. Steve Cole.

Each morning silence is ruptured by the roar of the column

as it "recons by fire" through the once deadly gauntlet. "In
four months of operation, we've been sniped at maybe six
times," said Throm. From ambushes everyday, the enemy has

been forced to retreat to feeble harassment of the section.
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Constructive Program

Out-of-Line GIs Put Behind Books—Not

Bars
By SPEC. 5 MIKE KELLER S&S Staff Correspondent

CHU LAI, Vietnam - Wrongdoers in the Americal Div.’s 26th
Engineer Bn. are as likely to end up in school as fined,
reduced in rank or jailed.

Lt. Col. Thomas A. Sands, battalion commander, has urged
his commanding officers to use the extra-duty provisions of
Articles 15 to send offenders lacking a high school diploma
into the classroom.

Sands has applied his newly established policy to persons
appearing before him for battalion level punishment.

“I first require them to have a counseling session with
the civilian education officer.” he said. “Then we decide
what type of program would best suit each man.”

The colonel said individuals could not be kept in school
involuntarily longer than the prescribed number of days, but
he expressed hope that all would stay to get the General
Educational development (GED) equivalent of a high school
diploma.

Under the Uniform Code of Military Justice, a company-
grade commander can mete out 14 days extra duty and a field-
level cO 45 days.

“The staff judge advocate had a hard time deciding whether
it was legal.” Sands said.

“I argued that a person getting extra duty could be made
to do anything that was not degrading.” he said. “Sands
pointed out that some Article 15 recipients have had to
attend drug classes, for example.

Sands said he adopted his policy because “It’s more
constructive than punishment.”

About one third of the enlisted men in the battalion have
less than a high school education, he said.

“Many of these guys feel they don’t need schooling, said
Sands, a West Point graduate who also holds a master’s degree
in civil engineering from Texas A&M. “They don’t know how
much an education is worth until it’s too late.”

Then he added with a grin. “they probably think of me as
the unit’s truant officer.”

Three soldiers who became “forced scholars” by Sands
orders don’t think so, however.

“I was surprised,” Spec. 4 Les Barber said of his reaction



to the sentence.

“By making me to go to school for 45 days, he’s helping me
out more than punishing me,” he said. “I meant to finish
school but just kept putting it off.”

Barber, who has a 10th-grade background, said he plans to
complete the GED.

Spec. 4 Robert Ingels credits the colonel with giving him
“the push I needed.” Ingels spoke highly of the new policy
saying, “a lot of people sit around and wait for tomorrow.
This will force them to help themselves.”

Spec 4. Randolph Martinez, a 9th-grade drop who plans to
finish the GED program, attend college and become a
policeman, put it more succinctly: “I guess the colonel just
sees 1t our way.”
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Bulls-eye Barrels Help

Chu Lai a Litter Bit

S&S Staff Correspondent’

CHU LAI, Vietnam - Tossing tin cans, sandwich wrappers
and other junk along the roadside seems to be an old
American custom and one that GIs here seem to have brought
with them.

And controlling this almost-in-born urge to litter is as
difficult in Vietnam as in the United States.

With this in mind, the 26t Eng. Bn. here decided to make
littering fun while saving itself a lot of work.

Target trash barrels - empty 55-gallon drums topped by
inviting bulls eye targets - have been placed along the
road in the unit’s area to encourage GIs to toss their
trash into them.

“Policing up trash here has been a problem. We tried
just plain barrels but from a moving jeep people usually
miss them,” said the battalion executive officer, Maj. Ted
Vander Els.

“Our commander decided we needed a gimmick so people
would hit the barrels. We considered a nude female form
but decided a bulls eye would be more appropriate,” he
said.

The first target barrel was installed three weeks ago,
and the results were so good several more were built
immediately, he said.

“Even if people miss the target the garbage all falls in
one small area rather than along hundreds of yards of
roadside. It is our bid for ecological improvement,” he
said.

The target barrels reduced the labor needed to clean up
the litter and the number of barrels needed, Vander Els
said.

“If you look at some of these cans you’ve got to think
that people save up their trash to toss at our targets.

Inf fact, I’ve heard that one transportation unit routes
all its convoys past here just for target practice,” he
said.

“I'm afraid their aim isn’t too good yet, though. Only
a fraction of the trash actually gets inside the barrel. I
hope their aim improves as the season progresses,” he said.
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29Mar68-Touch of Humor Promised Death

CHU LAI, Vietnam (IO) - An alert sergeant saw a
footprint in a road near Duc Pho which led to the discovery
of a VC booby-trap rigged by an enemy soldier who obviously
had a sense of humor.

C Co., 26th Engineers, attached to the Americal Div.'s
11th Brigade, was sweeping the road between Landing Zones
Bronco and Carantan.

The mine detector hadn't picked up anything unusual, when
S. Sgt. Frank R. Marshall of Crockett, Tex., spotted the lone

footprint.
The sweeper went over the area again. This time it
detected a faint ringing sound. After two hours of careful

digging, Sgt. Robert C. Dennny of Macon, Miss., uncovered two
charges. One of them was booby-trapped.

Most of the materials for the mine were scrounged from
sanitary fills near Bronco. The VC used C-ration and sundry
pack boxes, and Army shoelaces. The device was wrapped in a
red mail sack to waterproof it.

"There was almost no metal used to construct the mine."
said 2nd Lt. Bill Hassan, of Arlington, Va., "that's why the
mine-sweeper didn't catch it on the first pass.”

As a final touch, the enemy soldier buried a U.S. Army
leaflet on top of the mine. The leaflet offered rewards to
Viet Cong for turning in mines and booby-traps.
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Golden Knight Becomes Engineer Company XO

DUC PHO - A former enlisted man and member of the US Army
Parachute Team (Golden Knights) has turned in his free-fall
equipment for the bars of a second lieutenant.

Second Lieutenant William A. Wise, Fort Payne, Ala., the
executive officer of Company A, 326th Engineers is a veteran
of more than 700 parachute Jjumps. Some 500 have been free-
fall.

Before entering Engineer Officers Candidate School,
Lieutenant Wise spent two and a half years with the Golden
Knights and also performed sky-diving stunts in Germany.

"It was good duty," said Wise. "We practiced and worked
hard. 1In our travels we met a lot of interesting people."”

"I can't describe what falling is like even though I've
been asked many times," explained the lieutenant. "You're
moving at 200 feet per second and it feels natural once
you're used to it."

Once 1in Appleton, Wis., the former staff sergeant had a
malfunction after he had cut away an intentional streamer.
"The reserve popped at 200 feet. I was scared."

The Alabamian was offered a position with the team after
he received his commission. He refused it because he wanted
to serve in Vietnam. "Being over here is more important."”



Americal Division situation report.....
Transcribed by ADVA - Date reported= May 3, 1971.
CONFIDENTTIA AL

COURIER

COURIER RICHARD W. CUNNINGHAM RICHARD W. CUNNINGHAM
3000

7. (C) UNIT CONTACTS:

a. OP CAROLINE HILL 196th Inf Bde.

(1) 2d Bn 1st Inf
(a) C Co 031620H vic AT878577, rec 4 82mm mort & 4 122mm rkts,
res: 1 US WIA(E)

(2) 3d Bn 21st Inf
(a) R Plat 030830H vic AT919372, eng 2 VC, res: 1 VC KIA

(3) 4th Bn 31st Inf no contact
(4) 1st Bn 46tk Inf no contact
(5) 1-1st Cav no contact
(6) B/1-14th Arty no contact
(7) 3d Bn 16t Arty (A & C Btry) no contact
(8) D/1-82d Arty no contact
(9) 3d Bn 82d Arty (A, B & C Btry) no contact
(10) Other

(a) A/26 Engr 031430H vic AT922572, rec 1 H/G, res:
3 US WIA(E)

b. OP MIDDLESEX PEAK Summary. The 198th Bde units reported
light contact in their combined AO with the 5t & 6t ARVN Regts.
Enemy losses were 2 NVA KIA. The 59 Engr Land Clearing Co cleared
15 acres vic BS535808. The 26t Engrs moved to a new NDP. E/1st
Cav & H/17th Cav conducted maintenance opns at Chu Lai. US casual-

ties reported during the period were 2 WIA(E).



These are not news articles, but selected entries logged into the S2/S3
report of the 1/52d Infantry Battalion daily journals. There are many
more of these type of entriesin the Division TOC reports, but there are
too many of these entries to extract. They can be searched through our
Division TOC reports that we have nearly completed a transcription of
in 2017. LHines. The grid coordinates given can be located on our
maps found in the ADVA Atlas folder. There are more of these entries to
be found in other battalion S2/S3 reports. (Note these are not all the
entries from 1/52 Inf. Bn.).

S2/S3  1/52 Inf LZ Baldy 0001 6 Apr69 2400 6 Apr 69
Page 1 of 2 BT 135450
01 0001  Journal Opened.

13 1335  Fr MPs & 26 Engineers to TOC RTO: Convoy to LZ Ross fr LZ
Baldy closed LZ Ross at 1413 hrs, left LZ Ross at 1606 hrs, closed

LZ Baldy 1642 hrs. Bde — SP Trogdon
S2/S3  1/52 Inf LZ Baldy 0001 20 Apr 69 2400 20 Apr 69
Page 1 of 1 BT 135450

01 0001  Journal Opened.
05 Journal Summary:

Operations Summary: The 1-52 Inf cont scty, fire support and offensive operations in the
1-52 AO. A Co airlifted fr LZ Baldy to Quang Ngai airfield by C-123. A Co departed Quang Ngai and
provides scty of 26™ Engr on Tra Bong Road. B Co extracted fr LZ Ike to LZ Baldy. B Co airlifted fr LZ
Baldy to Quang Ngai airfield. B Do dept Quang Ngai airfield and conducts detailed ambush BS5683. C Co
extracted fr LZ Ike to LZ Baldy. C Co extracted fr LZ Baldy to Quang Ngai airfield. C Co dept Quang Ngai
moving to LZ Buff providing scty, base development of LZ Buff. D Co airlifted fr LZ Baldy to Quang Ngai
airfield by C-123. D Co dept Quang Ngai and conducted search vic BS4982. E Co mortars cont fire support
fr LZ Buff. Recon OpCon to C Co.

Contacts: There were no significant contacts for this period.
Casualties: Friendly: None

Enemy: None

Wopns CIA: None

Plans Summary: A Co cont scty of 26" Engr on Tra Bong Road. B Co conducts detailed
search vic BS5683. C Co cont scty, base development of LZ Buff. D Co conducts detailed search BS4982.
E Co Recon remains OpCon to C Co. E Mortars cont fire support fr LZ Buff.

06 2400  Journal Closed.

EDWARD F. NEARY, MAJ, INF, S3



S2/S3  1/52 Inf LZ Buff 0001 26 Apr 69 2400 26 Apr 69
Page 1 of 2 BS 545829

01 0001  Journal Opened.
13 1900  Fr Bde to TOC DNCO: The culvert that the Engr put in at BS537884 at
approx 1700 hrs was blown up, destroyed. Lt Orr, 26™ Engineers
18 2045  Fr 26™ Eng to TOC DNCO: 26" Engr requested clearance for AS in
the grid square of 515880 to 525880 and 515886 to 525886. Clearance
given by Lt Deal. They will coordinate with A Co. S2,S3,ACo



S2/S3  1/52 Inf LZ Stinson 00015Sep 70 24005 Sep 70
Page 1 of 3 BS 540825

01 0001  Journal Opened.

23 1300  Fr Binh Son to TOC RTO: 26™ Eng rec sniper fire res
1xdamaged fuel sump on one of their trucks from 1-2 VC,

BS524888. BTOC-Masten
S2/S3  1/52 Inf LZ Stinson 00016 Sep 70 2400 6 Sep 70
Page 1 of 2 BS 540825

21 2305 FrB 26" Engto TOC RTO: A D-7 bulldozer uncovered a
B/T law w/PRD. It was blown in place at 1130 w/ ¥ Ib of C-4.
BS524886. BTOC-Bonsack



S2/S3  1/52 Inf LZ Stinson 00019 Sep 70 24009 Sep 70
Page 1 of 3 BS 540825

01 0001  Journal Opened.

28 2400  Journal Summary: A Co at BS514774 with 3 ambushes and
8 MA. B Co at BS462837 with 2 ambushes and 17 MA.
C Co at Chu Lai then to BS514774 and C46 at BS395803.
D Co on Stinson with 13 MA. E Co on Stinson. E Rcn
in Chu Lai.

Plans: A Co will continue to conduct security of Nui Tron

by use of daylight Ops, night multiple manned and mech
ambushes in AO UL 4880, LR 5376. B Co establish

shotgun manned and mech ambushes vic BS428829, BS434834,
BS441829 in AO UL 4184 to 4684 to 4680 to 4179.

C Co establish shotgun manned and mech ambushes in

vic BS372807, BS381801, BS386809 in AO UL 3583,LR 4079.
D Co security, training, base development and reaction force

on LZ Stinson. 1 plt will conduct night ambushes around LZ
Stinson. E Rcn security, training, reaction force around LZ
Stinson. E Co general support of LZ Stinson. H/17 Cav provide
security for B26th Eng during road building operations along
Tra Bong Road.

K.K.Lewicki, 1LT, TOC Duty Officer

29 2400  Journal Closed.



S2/S3  1/52 Inf LZ Stinson 0001 25 Sep 70 2400 25 Sep 70

Page 1 of 3 BS 540825

01 0001  Journal Opened.
22 1700  Fr BTOC to TOC RTO: ¥ Ton hit mine, 4xUS KIA
BS544885. 26" Engr B.

Men who died in the 1/4 ton truck from B/26th Eng. Bn.......
(1) SP5 Alfred Bradley

(2) SP4 Dale Chamberlain.

(3) 1LT Charles Hallstrom

(4) SFC Gus Pippins

BTOC-Gano



S2/S3  1/52 Inf LZ Stinson 0001 25 Sep 70 2400 25 Sep 70
Page 1 of 3 BS 540825

01 0001  Journal Opened.
30 2025  FrBTOC to TOC RTO: Bde notified the 1/52 that the
4™ ARVN Cav AO is no longer in effect.. BTOC-Bonsack

31 2400  Journal Summary: A Co at BS492815 with 5 ambushes and
13 MA. B Co at BS514927 with 5 ambushes and 18 MA.
C Co on Stinson with 10 MA. D Co at BS512773 with 6
ambushes and 7 MA. E Mort on Chippawa. E Rcn at
BS535890 with 2 MA. H Trp at BS498879 & BS471866
with 3 MA.

Plans: A Co will conduct operations of rice denial, interdiction
of routes of movement, and location of rice caches by use of
saturation patrolling and mult night manned and mech
ambushes in AO Box UL 4884, LR 5379. B Co will conduct
an air move to Stinson for security, training, and base
development. Also act as a reaction force. C Co will conduct

a CA into AO Box UL 4889, LR 5584 to conduct operations
of rice denial, interdiction of routes of movement, and will
attack snipers to conduct sniper and operations (ambush) along
the Tra Bong Road to eliminate booby trapping and mining
incidents. D Co will continue to conduct operations of rice
denial, interdiction of routes of movement, location of rice
caches, and a combine operation with PF Plts 83 & 28 to
provide security for Nui Tron in AO Box UL 4879, UR 5479
S to Song Tra Khuc. E Ren will conduct a CA to vic of OP-1
to conduct raids and ambushes in area around OP-1. E Co
general support of LZ Stinson. E Mort on LZ Chippawa for
fire support of Southern Rocket Pocket. Reaction Force B Co,
pax 50, PZ & LZ Stinson, call sign Angry Swabs 12,

Freq 61.75. H/17 Cav will conduct operations in assigned AO
to provide security for B/26™ Engr during road building and
land clearing operations and act as a reaction force for OP
George and OP Midway.

L.L. LEWICKI, 1LT, TOC Duty Officer

32 2400  Journal Closed.



S2/S3  1/52 Inf LZ Stinson 0001 28 Sep 70 2400 28 Sep 70
Page 1 of 3 BS 540825

33 2400  Journal Summary: A Co at BS526798 with 5 ambushes and
11 MA. B Co at BS280839 with 1 ambush and 3 MA.
C Co at BS511866 with 5 ambushes and 8 MA. D Co at
BS512773 with 5 ambushes and 4 MA. E Rcn at BS512773.
E Co at Stinson. E Mort on Chippawa. H Trp at BS498879 with
3 MA.

Plans: A Co will conduct combined operation w/1/6 ARVN Reg
and D Co to cordon and search the Son Chau and Son Loc areas.
B Co will conduct search operations thru use of saturation
patrolling and night manned and mech ambushes along routes
of movement in AO Box UL 2490, LR 3280. C Co will
continue to conduct operations of rice denial, interdiction of
routes of movement, and loc of rice caches by use of

saturation patrolling and night manned and mech ambushes in
AO Box BS4889 to BS5589 to BS5584 to BS4984 to BS4986
to BS4886 to start. D Co will conduct combined operation
w/1/6 ARVN and a joint operation with A Co to cordon and
search the Son Chau and Son Loc areas; 1xplt will provide
security for Nui Tron at base of OP-1. E Rcn attached to D Co to
conduct cordon and search operations of Son Chau and Son Loc
areas in combined operation with 1/6 ARVN and joint operations
w/A Co. E Co general support of Stinson. E Co Mort at LZ
Chippawa for fire support of Southern Rocket Pocket. Reaction
force C Co pax 84, PZ BS511866, call sign Exise Tripper 12,
freq 46.35. H/17 Cav will conduct operation in assigned AO to
provide security for B26th Engr during road building and land
clearing operations. Also act as a reaction force for OP George
and OP Midway.

K.K.LEWICKI, 1LT, TOC Duty Officer

34 2400  Journal Closed.



Example of orders issued to men of the 26th Engr. Bn.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS AMERICAL DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96374

rijm
SPECIAL ORDERS

31 March 1968

Inf

Inf

Inf

Inf

Inf

NUMBER 91 EXTRACT

21. TC 311. UP para 7-20 AR 600-200 & DA Msg
774677 dtd 21 Jul 66 fol indiv
APT to PERM GR indic.

TO BE PRIVATE FIRST CLASS (E-3)

HICKS, ULYSSES USXXXXXXXX (SSAN XXX-XX-XXXX) PVT E2 Co D 1lst Bn 6th Inf
LOMAX, RAYMOND USXXXXXXXX (SSAN XXX-XX-XXXX) PVT E2 Co D 1lst Bn 6th Inf
BUTLER, WILLIAM H USXXXXXXXX (SSAN XXX-XX-XXXX) PVT E2 Co D 1lst Bn 6th

YARBROUGH, WAYNE USXXXXXXXX (SSAN XXX-XX-XXXX) PVT E2 Co B 4th Bn 3d Inf
PARISI, DAMIAN D USXXXXXXXX (SSAN XXX-XX-XXXX) PVT E2 HHC 1lst Bn 46th Inf
HARRISON, LEROY RAXXXXXXXX (SSAN XXX-XX-XXXX) PVT E2 Co B 4th Bn 3d Inf
JONES, MAURICE E RAXXXXXXXX (SSAN XXX-XX-XXXX) PVT E2 HMSC 723d Maint Bn
HARDIN, CHARLES V USXXXXXXXX (SSAN XXX-XX-XXXX) PVT E2 Co D 1lst Bn 6th

CLAYTOR, EDWIN D USXXXXXXXX (SSAN XXX-XX-XXXX) PVT E2 HHC 3d Bn 1lst Inf
CAREY, ERNEST F JR USXXXXXXXX (SSAN XXX-XX-XXXX) PVT E2 HHC 4th Bn 31lst

STARKIE, PRESTON H USXXXXXXXX (SSAN XXX-XX-XXXX) PVT E2 Co C 1lst Bn 20th
MINER, MICHAEL L RAXXXXXXXX (SSAN XXX-XX-XXXX) PVT E2 Co C 1lst Bn 20th
HURT, ROBERT USXXXXXXXX (SSAN XXX-XX-XXXX) PVT E2 Co A 26th Engr Bn

WHITE, WILLIAM U USXXXXXXX (SSAN XXX-XX-XXXX) PVT E2 Co A 26th Engr Bn
DIAMO, ROBERT M RAXXXXXXXX (SSAN XXX-XX-XXXX) PVT E2 Co D 26th Engr Bn



1/20th Inf. Bn.

Bravo Company
February 5, 1970

Bravo Company at 0850 hours at BS775390 received 15xrounds of small arms fire with no
casualties or damage. Artillery fired and swept the area with negative results.

Bravo Company at 1825hours at BS785440 while returning to night laager received heavy
small arms fire from 200 meters south of their location with no casualties or damage.
(Related entry: Add; Friendly location BS785400engaged with artillery and swept the area.
Detained 1 Vietnamese male age 40. Will evacuate to Bronco. notified Il MAF, SSG
Stabbs at 1930 Hours.

Bravo Company and Popular Forces platoon #183 at BS776446 at 1804 hours received
small arms fire inside the Night Defensive Position. Observed enemy evading into village,
engaged with Small Arms Fire. Received 2 M-79 rounds with no casualties or damage.
Swept the area with negative results. Notified SSG Stabbs of Ill Marine Amphibious Force
at 1935 hours.

Bravo Company at BS778445 at 2255H, received 2-3 rounds of small arms fire from East.
No casualties or damage. Notify Capt. Cassino at lll Marine Amphibious Force at 0020
hours.

Bravo Company at BS780430 at 2025 hours. While moving to their defensive ambush met
unknown size enemy force of VC. Result Small Arms Fire. Engaged with Small Arms Fire.
Results: 1 VC KIA. Other VC evaded into the woodline. 1 female detained was wounded by
unknown source of fire. Return to check out the area with negative results. Dust off completed at
2050 hours to LZ Bronco. Notified Sgt Weston at 2200H. (Related entries: 26th Engineers at
0835 hours February 6, 1970 reported one Vietnamese body on highway 1 at BS792412 at
0835 hours. Notified Convoy control. Body was identified as the VC KIA by B 1/20 last

night.




11TH INFANTRY BRIGADE

TRIDENT
"JUNGLE WARRIORS"
VOLUME 3 NUMBER 38 DUC PHO, VIETNAM SUNDAY OCTOBER 27, 1969
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HANGING \/

CPT William D. Williams, CO, 26th Eng says to check your plumb bob twice
a day in accordance with Americal regulations. Otherwise you might find
several tons of sand and wood about your head and shoulders.

The monsoon rains create shifting of terrain which may collapse a

bunker. The plumb bob is merely a weighted string suspended from the
ceiling which measures shifting of the structure in relation to a fixed
point on the floor. The point should be a chalk circle the size of a C-

ration can.

If you notice that the bob has moved to the outer edge of the circle
it means your bunker has moved too.

The next procedure is simple: get the hell out of there and call the
engineers. They will be more than glad to inspect the structure. It’'s

easier than having the Doc trying to mend your structure.
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ILLUSTRATION OF “RED CROSS”
BIRTHS

Pfc. Walton D. Russ, C 1/82 Arty, Houma, Ala., boy. 6 lb. 2 oz., on 17 Oct. 1969
PFC. David Hauck, D, 4/21 Bedford, Pa. girl, 5 lb. 9 oz on 18 Oct. 1969

CPT. Richard D. Trujillo HHSB 6/11 Arty Sanding Base, N.M. boy 61lb 13 oz., on 19
Oct. 1969.

Lt. Craig Smoot, C, 26th Engr. Bn., Mineola, N.Y., boy 7 lb. 13 oz., on 10 Oct.
Pfc. Gary Bush, C 1/20 Gallatin, Texas, girl, on 11 Oct. 1969

Pfc. William K. Harris, A, 3/1, Honolulu, Hawaii, girl, 6 1lb. loz., on 11 Oct.
1969



11TH INFANTRY BRIGADE
TRIDENT
VOLUME ? NUMBER ?°7? Jan-Feb? 1968 Page 3

Pages 1-2 are missing from this issue.

“MEDICS”cont. from page 1
juries due to hostile action and 25 Vietnamese accidental injuries. This
does not include routine sick-call.
Operation Dust-Off has flown approximately 425 missions with 140 hours
logged while evacuating 80 Americans and 450 Vietnamese and Viet Cong.
Company “C”, 26th Engineers, has begun construction of a medical
treatment complex to house a dispensary, laboratory, admissions and
dispositions ward with nursing stations, X-ray, and a tiled and air-
conditioned facility.

“ENGINEERS” Cont. from page 1

11th Brigade on June 15, 1967, the company was re-designated “Charlie”
Company, 26th Engineer Battalion, under the command of the Americal
Division Jan. 10. The company arrived in Vietnam with the 11th Brigade
and has been providing support ever since.

“We maintain a squad of engineers at each of the landing zones in our
area of operations,” CPT Allen said, adding that the engineers are
presently engaged in several major projects at the Brigade base camp.

In addition to the routine jobs- building bunkers, maintaining roads,
and supplying potable water, the company is constructing new heliport
facilities for Brigade aviation elements, a new aid station for the base
camp and a new detainee camp.
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4/21 AREA IMPROVES

New buildings have recently been constructed on “Gimlet
Hill,” the home of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry.

The construction includes a new stand-down area, a
direction tower for the helicopter pad, an S4 building, a
picnic area, and a mail room.

Most of the construction is being done by the men of 4-21
with the help of C Co., 26th Engineers.

The mail room was constructed in order to do away with all
company mail rooms and to enable the mail to be handled more
efficiently in one building. Only four mail clerks are now
needed to process the entire battalion’s mail.

The mail room itself meets government security regulations
in that it has a separate section surrounded by a heavy link
fence where accountable mail is stored. A package wrapping
service is also available at the “Gimlets” mail room which
permits soldiers in the field to send packages home.

Because of the high degree of efficiency, the new combined
mail system permits mail to be delivered to (NEW CONSTRUCTION
ON GIMLET HILL CONT ON PAGE 4) (NEW CONSTRUCTION ON GIMLET
HILL CONT FROM PAGE 3)
the soldiers in the field the same day in which it is
received at “Gimlet Hill.” The mail is broken down at the
mail room according to platoons and is sent out on resupply
helicopters.

The stand-down area on “Gimlet Hill” consists of
permanent-type buildings and has a wide variety of recreation
facilities, including a basketball court, badminton and
volleyball courts, and horseshoes.

The recently constructed S4 building was completely
constructed by the “Gimlets” and closely resembles a
stateside office. The building features wood paneling and
separate cubicles for each of the members of the S4 section.

The Gimlets picnic area, which is still under
construction, will be used by soldiers on stand down and will
also be used as an area for welcoming replacements into the
unit.

The “Gimlets” are planning the construction of many more
buildings in the near future. Speaking of the construction,
1LT Jack W. Sparks stated that the “Gimlets” are “determined
to establish the best possible conditions for their troops.”
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OPERATION JUBILEE

Supported by the 3rd Battalion, 1lst Infantry, over sixty personnel
from the National Police Force and two companies from the 30th Regional
Force Group launched a two day search and pacification operation in the
Son Tinh district north of the Song Tra Khuc River.

the mission’s two fold purpose was to identify and detain suspected
VC while rallying the people in support of the government. The former
objective was of immediate importance and entailed a brief
interrogation of the villagers, who had been directed to a nearby site,
followed by a thorough search of the ville. Since the latter goal was
of long range significance, the principle efforts of the government
were directed toward providing the people with both information and
services. Temporary shelters were provided, food and water were
distributed and medical attention was made available thru a joint VN-US
MEDCAP. This approach is [in] addition to the festive atmosphere which
it created resulted in the operation being tagged “County Fair.”

Cont on pg 2
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Operation Jubilee cont from page 1
Cordon and Search

Early on the morning of 5 August companies from the 3rd Battalion
and the 30th RF Group moved into position to secure the area around the
hamlets, Minh Than 1 and 2. Shortly afterward, SGT Cruz and his squad
of six engineers from Charley Company, 26th Engineers began sweeping
with mine detectors the site selected for the “County Fair”.
Their intensive search, conducted over an area 400 meters square,
uncovered a booby-trapped 82mm mortar round which was immediately
destroyed. Later that day, a partial search of the ville conducted by
National Police teams revealed false floors in some of the hootches as
well as several tunnels. The following day, the police teams assisted
by Bravo Company, two scout dog teams from the 59th Platoon and the
squad of engineers uncovered three 55-gal drums of rice and one 55-gal
drum of maize.

Interrogation and Information

During the two day period, over 300 villagers were screened by
Vietnamese military intelligence teams. Out of these there were
twenty-two VCS and five VCI detained. 1In all, there were 1000 people,
mostly women and children, involved in the Vietnamese Information
Service program. With the aid of the public address system, an
entertainment format was utilized to broadcast messages encouraging the
people to denounce the VC and come to the support of their government.
An Americal Division Psyops team including several projectionists
provided equipment and assistance to the VIS personnel and general
information as well as pro-government movies were presented. Although
the long range effect of such activity may be difficult to determine,
its immediate impact encouraged two VC to Chieu Hoi.

Accommodations

It was primarily the 3rd Battalion’s responsibility to provide
logistical support as well as security for the operation. Before noon
of the first day, personnel of the Support Platoon from FSB 4-11 had
stockpiled 400 cases of C-rations, 500 lbs. of polished rice and 2000
gal of water. 1In addition, nine general purpose tents, several
generators and numerous medical supplies were delivered. The people
had brought nearly all of their possessions which included cooking
utensils as well as livestock.

MEDCAP

Six Vietnamese medical personnel, the 3rd Battalion’s surgeon, CPT
Kuglar, assisted by four US medics and 1LT Randall of the Medical
Service Corp treated 105 villagers during the operation. The
Vietnamese personnel handled most of the routine cases which consisted
primarily of skin disorders and infections, referring the more serious
patients to the US staff. Five medical evacuations were necessary.
One of these probably saved the life of a 17 year old girl who had
suffered severe multiple fragmentation wounds to the back after having
tripped a booby trap. Commenting upon the overall success of the
MEDCAP, 1LT Randall said, “the working relationship between the VN and
US medical personnel brought about a more effective patient treatment.”

Coordination.......
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BATTALION NEWS

PROGRESS ON THE DUC MY HIGH SCHOOL
A little over a month ago, the 3rd Battalion’s Chaplain, CPT George

K. Norton (Augusta, Ga.), initiated a joint-project with the School
Directors at the Duc My Refugee Center to provide that community with
its own high school. Since that time as a result of voluntary

contributions of both funds and materials work on the three room high
school building has been steadily progressing.
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198th opens new toc
By PFC Bill Eftink 198th Brigade PIO
LZ BAYONET—A new Tactical Operations Center (TOC) for the 198th
Brigade has recently been completed and put into operation here.

Designed and constructed by Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn., the new
brigade nerve center replaces a smaller bunker-like building that
had served as the TOC for the previous three years.

The new ll-room structure provides enough space so that it
will now be possible to house the tactical operations control of
the 6th ARVN Regiment, as well as provide a communications room
and administrative offices for S-2 and S-3 operations.

The most unique feature of the new building is the absence of
sandbags. This is made possible by a layer of sand between the
outer and inner walls and between the ceiling and the roof.

SSM Clayton Capers (Sacramento, Calif.), brigade operations
NCO, cited one of the major advantages of the new center as the
concentration of a number of sections in one building, making it
easier to coordinate between them.

“As an operations sergeant it’s a real help to me having
everyone located in the same area. I feel that it will add
greatly to the overall efficiency of our operations,” he said.

The operations section had outlined the TOC requirements to
the Co. B engineers, which support the brigade, who then drew up
the plans and started construction.

Although delayed by a lack of building materials, the
engineers in 90 days of steady work had the TOC 99 per cent

completed.
“It’s a good TOC,” said Bravo Co.’s PSG Daniel G. Connally
(Phelps, N.Y.). “It’s well constructed, functional, has a good

floor plan, is sturdy and should definitely be much better than
the old TOC.”

the close of their last stand-down, the men of the 3rd Battalion had
contributed nearly $1,350.00. Shortly thereafter, an additional
$250.00 was donated by members of the 1lst Battalion, 20th Infantry, Co
B of the 23rd Medical detachment contributed the tin for roofing and Co
C of the 26th Engineer Brigade—[Battalion] helped in hauling loads of
dirt for fill and concrete for the foundation. Twenty-two sheets of
plywood for doors and shutters were contributed by 1SG Earl L. Johnson
(Radcliff, Ky.) of Co C, 3rd Battalion. Roofing nails and “Styro-foam”
were collected by SGT Edwin D. Taylor (Morristown, Tenn.) of Co B.

With the high school nearly completed, 150 students can look forward

to attending classes closer to home in the fall.



5/46th cordon hamlet kill 15 viet Cong
By SP4 Bob Kunkel 5th Bn., 46th Inf.

LZ GATOR—Riflemen of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry
cordoned off a tiny hamlet west of the Batangan Peninsula
recently and killed 15 Viet Cong who had used the hamlet as
both a firebase and hideout.

After the Americal Division infantrymen learned of the
communist position through intelligence sources they
conducted a combat assault of the area, meeting “heavy
automatic weapons” fire as they closed in.

“We moved two platoons from the north and two more on the
south of the village,” said Captain Timothy A. Hoover
(Ypsilanti, Mich.), Company B commander. “One of my platoon
started to get heavy automatic weapons fire forcing us to
stop outside the village.’” (Cont. page 6)

5th Bn. 46th Inf. kill 15 viet cong in hamlet (Cont. from page 1)

outside the village.”

The infantrymen then cordoned off the hamlet. As darkness began to
fall four combat assault vehicles of H Troop, 17th Cavalry were
dispatched from LZ Minuteman on the nearby Batangan Peninsula, and the
Third Platoon of Co. A, 5/46 helped in the cordon.

So it remained during the nigh, as sporadic fire continued to come
from the village. As dawn broke, Brigade Psychological Operations
dropped leaflets urging the communists to surrender.

Shortly thereafter the infantrymen swept through the hamlet,
destroying the fortified bunkers from which heavy firing had come the day
before. 1In all, 15 enemy soldiers were killed, some of them as they
attempted to sneak out of the hamlet before sunrise.

“They were entrenched in that village all right,” said Captain James
B. Peres (Fresno, Calif.). “We found a tunnel complex about 700 meters
long in the hamlet.” The tunnels were blown by a team from Company B,
26th Engineers.

“I think we got most of them in the village,” said CPT Hoover, “but
then I really can’t tell How many were there in the first place.”

The Viet Cong that were killed in the village engagement were believed
to be part of a local force battalion which has for a long time been able
to elude allied infantrymen in their searches of the area west of the
Batangan Peninsula.



Nva rebuffed at buff

By SGT Alfred Anthony Jr. 198th Brigade PIO

LZ BUFF-It was an hour after midnight and the moon hid behind ominous
clouds.

Suddenly an enemy head popped up on this western perimeter of this
forward basecamp for the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry.

Sharp cracks of RPG rounds echoed over the basecamp as they slammed
into two bunkers.

It was the beginning of an enemy ground attack by two companies of
communists who had planned to overrun this firebase which stands boldly
in the heart of heavily forested terrain nine miles northwest of Quang
Ngai.

A savage barrage of 60 and 82mm mortar rounds rained onto the camp,
followed by a ground attack which engulfed two of the U.S. bunkers.

“It was raining Chicom’s” said Captain Todd A. Martin (Terre Haute,
Ind.), the Battalion Communications Officer, referring to the Chinese-
made hand grenades heaved like rocks by the invad- (Cont. on page 6)
nva rebuffed (cont from pl)

ing soldiers.

The 26th Engineers! “B” Company, an element of which was on Buff to
build a strong system of operations bunkers accounted for at least four
of the enemy in a close-range small arms duel on the west side of the
hill. SGT Gary Eldridge (Fling, Mich.), who initially was pinned down by
the main force, said “It was a combined effort of our men who pulled me
out and who eventually held “Charlie” of this side of hte hill.”

With RPGs the NVA took over two strategic bunkers from where the fight
centered for the next harrowing hours.

“It was downright scary” was the remark of SP5 Robert Lambert

(Detroit) of the heavy weapons platoon. “We put up 70 illumination
rounds with the 4.2 mortar, starting as son as the enemy was in the
perimeter.”

Twenty-seven NVA were confirmed killed in the fighting as the 198th
Brigade soldiers repulsed the circle of invaders on all sides of the
firebase with a heavy counterattack of small arms fire, grenades, LAWs
and direct fire from the 105 howitzers of Delta Battery, 1st Battalion,
14th Artillery at Buff.

“When it started we had everything out there but B-52s and tanks,”
said SP4 David Gyllis (Longview, Tex.), a member of the “Brave and Bold”
Brigade’s military Intelligence team who was near the operations center
when the attack began.

A platoon of Battery D, manning their tubes under the incessant
shooting and incoming mortars, put direct fire on the suspected NVA
mortar positions well concealed in surrounding woodlines. Help from the
four potent miniguns of a “shadow” (C-119 aircraft) firing six thousand
rounds per minute, along with numerous gunships, combined in a
devastating reprisal against the enemy.



Dog is bulldozer’s best friend? (related story on page 3)

QUANG NGAI CITY—“Toby” was trained well for his Jjob, says
the leader of the 60th Inf. Plat. (Scout Dog) now working
with the 198th Brigade.

And a pair of engineers from Bravo Co., 26th engr. Bn.
today may owe their lives - not to mention a $35,000
bulldozer - to that training.

SFC Percy L. Garner (Jacksonville, Fla.) was walking in
front of a bulldozer driven by SP4 Davis D. Lane (Syracuse,
Kan.) at the site of a land clearing operation along the Tra
Khuc River wet of Quang Ngai City, when “Toby” - a German
Shepherd - uncovered a triggered artillery round buried in
the track paths of the 24-ton machine.

“The sergeant and ‘dozer’ both would have gone right over
that mine,” said 1LT Robert Mocarski (Holyoke, Mass.), whose
engineer platoon, as well as a company of the 1lst Bn., 52nd
Inf. and ARVN engineers are clearing land along the river in
the southern tip of the brigade operational zone.

(Cont. on Page 6)

Dog — dozer —friends? (cont. from Page 1)

1LT Mocarski explained that Viet Cong in recent weeks have been
planting mines under existing bulldozer tracks, tunneling in from
the sides so as not to disturb the tracks.

“We used to be able to move around in the same tracks without
fear of mines, but now we can’t do that anymore,” he said.

The engineers have had two bulldozers blown up by mines since
beginning their job. And they would have lost another one as well
perhaps two lives had it not been for the mine-and-tunnel dog,
especially trained for the rooting out of enemy mines.

“If the dog wouldn’t have found the mine we would have been
right over it,” SFC Gardner said. “We were only 40 feet away.

1LT Steve Smith (Rochester, N.Y.), commander of the 60th Plat.,
of which “Toby” and his handler, PFC Joseph Failivae (Lemon Grove,
Calif.) are members, explained that his dogs are trained to detect
the powder used in mines or booby trapped munitions.

At times, he said, a dog will find a trip wire, follow it right
to the mine itself and sit or stand next to the explosive until
someone notices it.

This time “Toby” did his job, and at least two Bravo Co.
engineers are extremely happy he did.
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198th Bde. begins “3rd tour” in vietnam

LZ BAYONET-Two years ago Thursday more than 3,000 soldiers of
the 198th Inf. Bde. first set foot on Vietnamese soil at Chu Lai.
This marked the end of five months of building a brigade and
started what has been two years of accomplishments on the
battlefields and in the villages of Vietnam.

On May 10, 1967 the Department of Defense announced that a new
infantry brigade would be sent to the republic. The new unit, the
198th Inf. Bde., would be formed from elements of both the 1st and
2nd Armored Div.’s at Ft. Hood, Tex.

Although referred to as a “new” brigade, the 198th has a rich
history dating back to the 1920s.

Formed June 24, 1921 in the Organized Reserves as HHC, 198th
Inf. Bde., the unit was an element of the 99th Inf. Div. 1In the
Second World War it received campaign credit for the operations in
the Rhineland, Ardennes-Alsace and Central Europe. Awarded the
Belgian Fourragere, the company was cited by the Belgian Army for
action at Elsenborn and in the Ardennes.

After a series of conversions and redesignations, the unit was
inactivated Sept. 38, 1945, and again assigned as a reserve
component of the 99th Inf. Div.

Reactivated in May 1967, the brigade was to be organized along
stronger lines than the two light infantry brigades already
serving in Vietnam (the 196th and 199th). In addition to having
1800 (Cont. on Page 5)



198th Bde begins third tour in vietham (continued from Page 1)

ore men, the 198th would be [e]lquipped with more armored personnel carriers,
heavier guns and more support.

A week after the DoD announcement of reactivation, training began at Ft. Hood.
The emphasis was on air mobility. Five months later the brigade boarded the
Navy’s military Sea Transport Service ships USS Gordon and USS Upshur at Oakland,
Calif. Arriving at Da Nang 15 days later, the “Brave and Bold” the following day
were carried by Navy LSTs to Chu Lai. Three days after the arrival, the 198th
witnessed the first Americal Div. change of colors since the division’s
inactivation in December 1945, less than four months after World War II ended with
the Japanese surrender aboard the battleship USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay.

Soon the green troops were split up for further training in Chu Lai and Duc
Pho. Completing their in-country training early in November, 2,300 men of the
4,000-man brigade were airlifted to Duc Pho. The remainder stayed to defend Chu
Lai and its strategic Marine air base. At that time the 198th consisted of the
1st Bn., 6th Inf.; 1lst Bn., 46th Inf.; 1lst Bn., 52nd Inf.; 1st Bn., 1l4th Arty.; H
Troop, 17th Cav.; and the 555th (‘Triple Nickel’) Engr. Bn. (now Bravo co., 26th
Engr. Bn.). The 5th Bn., 46th Inf. arrived in late March of 1968. (The 1/46
later—after several months under the operational control of the 196th Bde.—was
reassigned to the 196 on July 1, 1969.)

With the arrival of the 11th Bde. Dec. 20, 1967, the 198th elements at Duc Pho
returned to Chu Lai, relieving the 196th at LZ Bayonet.

In a short time reports which had appeared in newspapers as “Ft. Hood, Texas—On
the second day of the three-day exercise, the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. made an aerial
assault on the Mayberry Padrk area south of the main post,” would soon be reading
“Ye Nen, Vietnam-Less than 48 hours after it had been landed by helicopters from
Chu La, the 1st Bn., 6th Inf., 198th Inf. Bde., was counting its confirmed NVA and
Viet Cong kills in the hundreds.”

In its impressive two-year history in Vietnam, the 198th has accounted for over
3,600 enemy killed and participated in several operations, including the
pacification of the Batangan Peninsula in early 1969 which brought more than
12,000 Vietnamese farmers and fisherman previously dominated by the VC under GVN
control.
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engr. earns silver star

LZ BAYONET—SSG John D. Boyd (Ft. Myers, Fla.), a Combat Engineer
Vehicle (CEV) commander for Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn., was presented a
Silver Star for gallantry in action by BG Edwin L. Powell, Americal
Div. assistant commander, in a ceremony at the company area here. A
member of the battalion’s Co. C, Boyd and his 58-ton armored have been
attached to Bravo Co. since January.

Boyd was in command of the CEV in a convoy of B Co. vehicles
returning from an engineer project on the Tra Bong road east of Binh
Son. The convoy was moving along the road on the way back to basecamp,
receiving sporadic sniper fire, when a 5-ton truck hit a large enemy
mine, causing four casualties and resulting in many men being located
in highly insecure positions.

“The mine blew the rear tandem wheels off the vehicle,” Boyd said,
“and threw them about 100 meters off on each side of the road. It left
a crater eight feet long and four feet wide.” (Cont. on Page 6)

Silver star for engr. (cont. from Page 1)

Supervising the hookup of the disabled vehicle to a bulldozer to pull
it, Boyd then initiated movement of the convoy to lead it out of the
area.

The column had moved only 75 to 100 meters down the road when another
truck was hit by an RPG round fired from a hidden NVA bunker. The convoy
was then hit with heavy small arms fire, and another RPG round set the
damaged truck afire.

“We saw the flash of the first RPG and moved up to the burning truck,”
Boyd said.

When the large amount of ammunition the vehicle was carrying began to
explode, he rammed his CEV between the other vehicles and the blazing
truck with its dangerous cargo detonating uncontrollably.

“We still couldn’t see the NVA bunker, it was so well camouflaged, but
we spotted the flash of the second RPG, too, and we knew right about
where it was,” Boyd continued.

The CEV opened up with its 165mm gun and machineguns.

“Our main gun put demolition fire on the area, and we got a direct hit
and a secondary explosion. We didn’t know it was a bunker until we saw
the timbers flying in the air,” Boyd said. “We scattered a few more
rounds in the area; then everything got quiet.”

Boyd assisted in the evacuation of the wounded, and the engineers
returned to basecamp with no further casualties.



VOL. 1, NO. 22 / 1LZ BAYONET, VIETNAM / 17 November 1969

playmate visits Izs
By 1LT Rob Kresge 198th Brigade PIO

LZ FAT CITY-Engineers and artillerymen with the 198th Bde. received a
pleasant surprise recently when a Playboy “bunny” visited two LZs near
Chu Lai.

Miss Kathy MacDonald (Baltimore) and Miss Dixie Clegg (Salt Lake City)
were members of a 22-day handshake tour of Vietnam sponsored by the USO
and led by veteran actor Tom Tully (Hollywood). None of the men had any
difficulty recognizing Miss MacDonald.

“Hey, you’re the March Playmate,” said a cannoneer on an 8-inch gun.

“Who told you that?” she asked.

“Nobody had to tell me—I’d know you anyplace,” he said with a sheepish
grin.

And so it went. As the men got over their initial shyness, they talked
with the girls, asked for autographs and posed for pictures with them.

The tour began at LZ Dottie, 15 miles southeast of Chu Lai, where the
girls met the men of the 1lst Bn., 14th Arty.; 1lst Bn., 82nd Arty.; and a
company of the 39th Engrs. Tully joined them for a guided tour of the
area and demonstrations of the guns and heavy equipment. In a driving
rain, soaked but still smiling the trip left for their next stop-off.

However, engine trouble brought their helicopter down at Binh Son,
where a Marine CAP team was only too happy to play host for half an hour.

(Cont. on page 5)

graphic: Playboy bunny (cont. from Page 3)

After the short delay, they flew on to LZ Fat City, 6 miles west of Chu
Lai and home of Btry. C of the 1/14 [Arty. Bn.] and Co. D, 26th Engr. Bn.
The constant showers didn’t dampen the spirits of the welcoming crowds,
as over 400 men turned out on both firebases.

At each stop Miss Clegg, a dancer on television’s Dean Martin Show,
flustered radio operators by making a communications check. The usual
answer to her purring voice asking, “How do you hear me?” was a stunned
silence from the other end.

Tully, who organized and led the tour, has appeared recently as a
guest star on a number of television shows such as “Bonanza,” “The
Virginian,” “High Chaparral” and “Mod Squad.” He is perhaps best known
for his movie performances with Clark Gable and Spencer Tracy, and as a
regular in the pioneer television series “San Francisco Beat.”
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special advance issue

Engrs pass colors

LZ BAYONET—Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn. received a new commanding
officer in a recent change of command at the company area
here. CPT Roy A. Prince (Montgomery, Ala.) replaced CPT
Warren R. Sullivan (Fredericksburg, a.), accepting the colors
from the 26th Engr. Bn. Executive Officer MAJ Wilber C. Hogan
IIT (Lebanon, (Cont. on Page 4)

B/26 Engr. (Continued from Page 1)
Conn.). Also present for the ceremony was Bn. CSM Paul Walz (Trenton,
N.J) .

CPT Sullivan returns to the United States, and will study at the
University of Florida (Gainesville, Fla.) to complete work on his degree.

CPT Prince comes to RVN from Ft. Benning, Ga., for his second tour of
duty in Southeast Asia. He previously served with the 14th Engr. Bn. of
the 18th Bde. in the Dong Ba Thin and Q[ulang Tri areas.

A graduate of Auburn University (Auburn, Ala.) Prince has been with
the Army three and one-half years. His wife plans to teach school in San
Antonio while he is in Vietnam.

“This is a good company,” Prince said. “Our aim is for it to maintain
as good a record as it has had in the past. And there has been no let-up;
the hard-working and cooperative men of ‘White Lion-Bravo’ are continuing
their efforts along these lines.”

“Bravo Co. did a fine job under CPT Sullivan,” said 1ST Russell Marris
(Ravenna, Ohio), “and he was proud of them. I have no doubt that CPT
Prince will accomplish equally fine results, and that he’ll be proud of
them. too.”

r”
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Nva rebuffed at buff

By SGT Alfred Anthony Jr. 198th Brigade PIO

LZ BUFF—It was an hour after midnight and the moon hid behind ominous
clouds.

Suddenly an enemy head popped up on this western perimeter of this
forward basecamp for the 1lst Battalion, 52nd Infantry.

Sharp cracks of RPG rounds echoed over the basecamp as they slammed
into two bunkers.

It was the beginning of an enemy ground attack by two companies of
communists who had planned to overrun this firebase which stands boldly
in the heart of heavily forested terrain nine miles northwest of Quang
Ngai.

A savage barrage of 60 and 82mm mortar rounds rained onto the camp,
followed by a ground attack which engulfed two of the U.S. bunkers.

“It was raining Chicom’s” said Captain Todd A. Martin (Terre Haute,
Ind.), the Battalion Communications Officer, referring to the Chinese-
made hand grenades heaved like rocks by the invad- (Cont. on page 6)
nva rebuffed (cont from pl)

ing soldiers.

The 26th Engineers! “B” Company, an element of which was on Buff to
build a strong system of operations bunkers accounted for at least four
of the enemy in a close-range small arms duel on the west side of the
hill. SGT Gary Eldridge (Fling, Mich.), who initially was pinned down by
the main force, said “It was a combined effort of our men who pulled me
out and who eventually held “Charlie” of this side of hte hill.”

With RPGs the NVA took over two strategic bunkers from where the fight
centered for the next harrowing hours.

“It was downright scary” was the remark of SP5 Robert Lambert
(Detroit) of the heavy weapons platoon. “We put up 70 illumination
rounds with the 4.2 mortar, starting as son as the enemy was in the
perimeter.”

Twenty-seven NVA were confirmed killed in the fighting as the 198th
Brigade soldiers repulsed the circle of invaders on all sides of the
firebase with a heavy counterattack of small arms fire, grenades, LAWs
and direct fire from the 105 howitzers of Delta Battery, 1lst Battalion,
14th Artillery at Buff.

“When it started we had everything out there but B-52s and tanks,”
said SP4 David Gyllis (Longview, Tex.), a member of the “Brave and Bold”
Brigade’s military Intelligence team who was near the operations center
when the attack began.

A platoon of Battery D, manning their tubes under the incessant
shooting and incoming mortars, put direct fire on the suspected NVA
mortar positions well concealed in surrounding woodlines. Help from the
four potent miniguns of a “shadow” (C-119 aircraft) firing six thousand
rounds per minute, along with numerous gunships, combined 1in a
devastating reprisal against the enemy.
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Old trail becomes new road
By PFC Bill EFTINK 198th Brigade PIO
TRA BONG-the bushy foot trail winding alongside the Tra Bong River nine
miles southwest of Chu Lai was too narrow for Jjeeps in many places,
serving as an easy spot for communist ambushes.
That was before Company B, 26th engineers, supporting the 198th
Brigade, began working the old trail over.

They pushed westward toward a CIDG camp 17 rugged miles away with the
confidence that comes from past experiences with and faith in the might
of their giant 60-ton Combat Engineer Vehicle, three 23,000-pound
bulldozers, five sandbagged special 3/4 ton dump trucks and other smaller
support vehicles.

Their mission was to build a road capable of safely handling convoys
loaded with equipment and supplies for the CIDG camp.

The road would also give local civilians a better transportation route
for bringing out their rice and cinnamon, staples of the native economy
in this part of Southern I Corps. In this way it serves as a big step
forward in the pacification of the area.

To turn the long-time French foot trail into a road with a 40 to 100
foot right-of-way on each side and to install culverts in the numerous
tributaries of the Tra Bong River was a major operation.

At times the slow progress got a bit discouraging, noted one engineer.
After a section of the road was completed, it was still susceptible to
communist tampering. Each morning the portion of the road built the
previous day had to be searched for mines.

Five days after the start of the project the Viet Cong blew up a large
culvert near the beginning of the freshly constructed road. CPT Warren
W. Sullivan (Fredericksburg, Va.), Co. B commander, explained that this
really was not that much of a set back:

“We use culverts in roads of this type instead of bridges because if
the VC knock out a culvert my men can have it replaced in an hour. With
a bridge it (Continued on page 6)



old trail becomes new road (Continued from page 3)
would take considerably more time.”

Finally the goal loomed before them—the small CIDG camp. After
arriving, the engineers spent some time in Tra Bong before beginning
their journey back toward Highway 1, where the new road had begun.

In many ways the trip back was easier. There were no bushes to be
cleared and no culverts to be laid. But “Charlie” still loomed as a
threat and he didn’t like what the newly constructed road would do to the
area, knowing that the first step toward pacification was communications.

Platoons of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry were airlifted by
helicopter to different points along the road as the convoy was to leave
Tra Bong, and so the first trucks to travel the new road moved east
toward Highway 1, bringing with them much of the heavy engineer equipment
which had been used to build the road some weeks before.

The first 12 miles were uneventful. Then just six miles from Highway
1 it became obvious that something was wrong.

“There was a punji pit in the road, so we had to make a bypass. The
lead vehicle in the convoy had just gone over the bypass and returned to
the main road when we first knew for sure that Charlie was around,”
recalled 1SG Edward Robinson (Bainbridge, Ga.).

SSG Hoyt Ailes (Lima, Ohio), who was aboard one of the tracks, added;
“Right then my truck hit a mine that was buried too deep for the mine
detectors to find. It blew the load off, and the rear dual tandem wheels
about 100 meters away.”

Next an RPG round hit the second truck and sniper fire began coming
from all sides. The “Professionals” of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. and the
engineers started returning small arms fire, called for gunships and
opened up with fire from the potent 165mm gun mounted on the Combat
Engineer Vehicle.

The attempt by the Viet Cong to close Highway 539—as the new road has
been named—was short-lived as the convoy continued on its way to the
junction of Highway.

This marked the opening of the second major road inward in the
Americal Division area, as the engineers continue to open new arteries of
transportation and commerce in the Southern I Corps area.

-6-
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woman, bike take a dive

BINH SON—A near-serious accident occurred here shortly after
ceremonies opening a new bridge over the Tra Bong river. As
traffic continued to use a temporary pontoon span while a small
grandstand used in the ceremonies was being removed from the new
larger structure a Vietnamese woman riding a motorbike was brushed
by a Lambretta and knocked off the pontoon bridge into the river.

A second Vietnamese woman grabbed her when she came up to the
surface, and a U.S. bridge guard and a “Bayonet” reporter helped
the unhurt woman from the water.

Pvt. Lawrence G. Caruthers (Medford, Ore.), a bridge guard from
Co. B of the 26th Engr. Bn., and a young Vietnamese man clad in a
bathing suit dived into the river and brought up the motor bike.
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Engineers smash nva supply route (Related story on Page 1)

LZ STINSON—From the ground it is almost impossible to
comprehend the size of the massive land clearing operation.
It takes a six-minute helicopter ride over the area to
really bring home just how much the powerful D-7 bulldozers
have changed the landscape along the banks of the Song Tra

Khuc west of Quang Ngai City.

The river, which marks the lower boundary of the 198th
Bde, operational zone, serves as an important transportation
route as it snakes its way deep into the mountainous jungles
of South Vietnam. The brush covered foot trails along its
banks have long served as a route for North Vietnamese
supplies coming through these mountains.

“The trails, leading from one bamboo patch to the next,
were covered enough so that it was difficult to detect them
from the air, and the numerous bunkers in the area offered
reasonable security from artillery and air strikes,” said
team leader SFC Percy L. Gardner (Jacksonville, Fla.) of
Bravo Co., 26th Engr. Bn., which along with an engineer
platoon from the 6th ARVN Regt. is manning the project.

“What we are doing is just clearing everything from the
river bank inward for 1,000 meters,” said Gardner.

Clearing everything includes crushing well built
camouflaged bunkers, toppling deep-rooted willow trees and
crashing into dense thickets of giant bamboo that presented a
special problem to the engineers. (Continued on Page 4)



Engineers rip nva route (Continued from Page 3)

“These large bamboo poles really gave us a lot of trouble
when we were using our regular bulldozer blades. When we
pushed them over they would frequently just spring backup,”
Gardner explained.

To overcome the problem the engineers have equipped their
bulldozers with special shear-type blades which cut the
bamboo off at ground level instead of trying to push it over.

The grinding advance along the river has done more than
make the area unsuitable for a future supply route. As the
heavy machines uncover enemy tunnels, the number of enemy
supply and rice caches continues to rise. More than 16,000
tons of rice have been found as the retreating Communists are
pushed further back into the mountains.

Predictably, the project isn’t very popular with the
enemy, and a company of riflemen from the 1st Bn., 52nd Inf.
form a security perimeter around the engineers while they
work.

Although enemy contact has been light, the steel helmets
and flak jackets of the equipment drivers serve as a constant
reminder of another danger—booby traps.

We just take it for granted that every well is booby
trapped, and check each one carefully. If it is, we never
mess with trying to disarm it; our motto is Jjust to blow it
in place,” Gardner said.

With the project running about a month ahead of schedule
and the resupply situation described as “really great” the
engineers plan to just keep pushing on.

After the tunnels, bunkers and other enemy cover is
destroyed, the Vietnamese farmers will be able to move back
into the fertile area along the river bank from which many of
them were driven in the past years by Viet Cong harassment.

And the North Vietnamese soldiers will find it pretty
risky walking along the banks of the Song Tra Khuc, now that
their cover has been plowed under.
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co. engineers return of buddha
By SFC Herb Nesmith 198th Brigade PIO

SON TINH—A Buddhist temple in the Son Tinh District north
of Quang Ngai is a little better today than it was before
thanks to an Americal Div. soldier with the 198th Bde.

A short while ago SP4 Juan M. Jimenez (Palm Springs,
Calif.), a demolitions specialist with Bravo Co., 26th Engr.
Bn., which supports the
the 198th, stepped into a deserted bunker on an NVA
infiltration route 19 miles south of Chu Lai.

“I was checking to see how much explosives would be needed
to destroy it,” he said, “when I saw a 2 1/2 -foot statuette
of Buddha. I though it was probably of some religious value
to the Vietnamese, so (PFC John F.) Huntsberger (Somerset,
Ky.), the ‘dozer’ driver, and I carried outside.” The stone-
and cement statuette weighted about 100 pounds.

1LT Robert Mocarski (Holyoke, Mass.), leader of Bravo
Co.’s 1lst Plat., arrived the, finding not only a blown up
bunker but also a serene Buddha perched on his large D-7
bulldozer. Jimenez explained the situation, saying he
thought the article should be taken back to basecamp.
Mocarski agreed, and Huntsberger drove back toward the
platoon’s field location, the 24-ton bulldozer rumbling along
with the Buddha as a passenger.

When the statuette was brought to “White Lion-Bravo”
headquarters at LZ Bayonet the company commander, CPT Warren
W. Sullivan (Fredericksburg, Va.) asked the brigade civil
affairs section to coordinate with Vietnamese officials for
its return to Buddhist religious leaders.

Knowing the great importance placed on articles such as
the statuette, the 26th Engr. Bn. commander, LTC Donald R.
Swygert (Ballentine, S.C.), flew by helicopter to Son Tinh to
officially present the Buddha to authorities at the district
headgquarters.

From there the statuette was taken to a Buddhist temple in
the district, which s now richer in spirit, thanks to the
foresight and responsible actions of an American soldier.
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West of West
LTC Cecil M. Henry Cco
SP4 William Crawford Reporter

This newsheet is published monthly by the 4/31 Infantry, 196th Infantry
Brigade APO 96374, as an authorized publication. Views and opinions
herein do not necessarily represent those of the Department of the Army.
AFPS material used.
reenlistments accomplished during the month of September 1969, with the option and

reassignment shown after each name wee as follows:

HHC:

NONE

A Co:

1. McDaniel, James S. - Aircraft Maintenance - 176th Avn Co,
B Co:

1. Price, David R. - Supply-Co A, 23rd S&T Bn, APO 96374

2. Sinderman, James H. - Security Guard - 14th Security Plt
3. Harrison, Richard W. - Motor Maintenance -HHC, 723d Maint
4. Sautter, Rodney L.-Administration-23d Admin Co, Chu Lai

5. Templeton, Everett E. - Welding-HHC, 723d Maint Bn

6. Grice, Daniel H. - Standdown-196th Inf Bde, Chu Lai

7. Furman, Blair G. - Military Intelligence-635th MID

C Co:

1. Albright, Kenneth L. - Motor Maintenance-HHC, 723d Maint Bn
2. Camp, George @. - Communications - Co A, 26th Engr Bn

4. Brown, Dale G. - Finance-23d Admin Co

5. Rozier, William -Nvy Equip Gp & Maint-26 Engr Bn

6. Laney, John E. - Law Enforcement - 23 MP Co

7. Barker, Robert A. - Administration 23d Admin Co

8. Davis, John S. - Finance -23d Admin Co

D Co:

1. Renier, James A. - Administration-23d Admin Co

E Co:

NONE

RECAPITULATION: Objective, Reenlistments, Percentage Attained

4 17 425%
RAYMEOND G. STICE, SFC
Bn Reenlistment NCO



WEST
OF
WEST
JULY 1970
PRO 4/31 PATRIA
HISTORY OF THE 4TH/31ST INFANTRY BATTALION

ALPHA COMPANY RECEIVES BETTY CROCKERT'S HOMEMAKERS AWARD

ALPHA COMPANY 4/31 IS BUILDING ANOTHER FIRE SUPPORT BASE.
Lz MELON (WEST OF WEST) HAS BEEN UNDER GOING HOME
IMPROVEMENTS.

"A LOT OF HARD WORK GOES INTO BUILDING A NEW HOME," SFEC
LINN SAID, "AND BOY IS IT HOT ON TOP OF THIS HILL."

THE INFANTRYMEN WORKED STEADILY BUILDING BUNKERS,
STRINGING WIRE AND RUNNING SECURITY SWEEPS ALONG WITH EAGLE
FLIGHTS.

THE 26TH ENG. WERE HAVING A BLAST, CLEARING TREES AND OVER
GROWTH OFF THE SOUTH WEST END OF THE HILL.

CHARLIE BATT. 3RD/82ND ARTILLERY ALONG WITH ECHO COMPANY
MORTARS 4/31 WERE CONSTANTLY GIVING FIRE POWER DEMONSTRATIONS
WHILE ZEROING THEIR GUNS.

SP/4 KENT GREEN SQUAD LEADER 3RD PLT. SAID, "WE GOT RIGHT
DOWN TO BUSINESS. "THE SOONER WE GET THESE BUNKERS FINISHED
AND THE WIRE STRUNG THE SAFER I'LL FEEL."

LIFE ON LZ MELON HAS BEEN A BUSY ONE, THE SUN IS HOT, BUT
THE MEN OF ALPHA BATTALION ARE DOING A FINE JOB," SFC JAMES
T. SMITH, FIRST SGT., REPORTED. **#***xxxkk
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reenlistments accomplished during the month of october 1969, with option and
reassignment shown after each name, were as follows:

HHC:

1 HODGES, Garry L. - Medical - 44th Med Bde, AP0 96384

2 PHILLIPS, Chester A. - Sch Bde, USA Armor Center, Ft Knox, Ky

3 EDWARDS, Lennis - USA Face, Ft. Sill. Okla.

A CO:

1 WILLIS, Larry C. - Aircraft Maint - HHC 123d Avn Bn

2 SHANKEL, Glen A. - Aircraft Maint - 174th Avn Co.

3 JUPTA, Robert K. - Hvy Equip Oper - Co E, 26th engr Bn

4 MCKIBBENS, Lamar - Metal working - 20th Engr Bde, Long Binh

5 DESMAIAIS, Richard L. - Motor Transport - Co B, 23d S&T Bn

6. TEIFER, Bruce #. - Law Enforcement - 18th MP Bde, Long Binh

B CO:

1 FEASTER, Marion - Supply - HHC 23d S&T Bn

2 BAKER, Raymond L. - Data Processing - 10lst Abn Div, APO 96383

3 HOSNER, Richard G. - Administration - 527th PSC, APO 96238

4 JOHNSON, Rex - Metal working - HHC, 723d Maint Bn

C CO:

1. TAYLOR, James C. - Draftsman - HHC, 523d Sig Bn

2. MC CLURE, Jerry C. - Aircraft Maint - 178th Avn Co, 14th Avn Bn

3 CROMER, Paul H. - Communications - 174th AVN Co, 14th Avn Bn

4 RAWLINS, Charles M. - Metal working - HHC, 723d Maint Bn

5 WALZ, Jerome E. — Communications - 132d Avn Co, 14th Avn Bn

6. LUMSDEN, Robert O. - Draftsman - 518th PSC, Cam Rahn Bay

D CO:

1 GRAY, Gary A. - Hvy Equip Oper - HHC, 723d Maint Bn

2 HAMBELTON, Michael T. - Supply - HHC, 723d Maint Bn

3 AVENA, Anthony - Postal Clerk - 23d Admin co.

4 SHUMAKE, Boyce B. — Wire Maintenance - Co B, 723d Maint Bn

5 DIGARA, Hiram W. - Dy W/Stand down - 196th Inf Bde

6 WITTAKER, Melvin J. - Motor Maint - Co D, 723d Maint Bn

7 CAMPBELL, Robert J. - Food Service - HHC, 4th Bn 31st Inf

8. FULLERTON, Jay G. - Aircraft Maint - 71st Avn Co, APO 96374

E CO:

1 WRIGHT, Ira L. - Supply - 355th [?335th] Trans co

2 RINKS, James M. - Hvy Equip Oper - Co D, 26th Engr Bn

3 HOAG, Davey V. - Supply - 71lst Avn Co, 1l4th Avn Bn

RECAPITULATION: OBJECTIVE REENLISTMENTS PCT. ATT.
4 28 + 2 RA Career 720%

RAYMOND C. STICE, SFC; Bn Reenlistment NCO; 4th Bn 31st Inf 196th Inf Bde;
APO San Francisco 96374;



GRAPHIC ART; Giant “4/21”basketball player misses a shot from
less than a foot from the rim even though the basketball rim is
barely higher than his stomach.

“BRONCO BASKETBALL”

Times may be hard while serving in the Republic of Vietnam, but there
are occasions when the men can pull away from their work and participate
in various extracurricular activities. For the men of the 4th Battalion
21st Infantry, Americal Division, activities such as this now include an
intermural basketball team.

With the approval from the Battalion Commander, Lieutenant Colonel
George E. Hovey Johnson (Xenia, Ohio), the men of 4/21 took it upon
themselves to recruit 24 men from the different sections in the
Battalion, and came up with two teams to represent the Battalion in the
11th Brigade Basketball League.

The players are divided into two teams, team# 3 and team # 6.
Specialist Four Daniel Atkins (Indianapolis, Ind.) HHC, is the player-
coach of Team 3, and the members of the team are as follows: Sergeant
John Chambers (Sepulvedo, Cal.) A Company, First Lieutenant Percy Laube
HHC (Chicago, Ill.), Specialist Four Ronald Brown (Newark, N.J.) HHC,
Specialist Four Gerald Albeck (Danville, Pennsylvania) B Company,
Specialist Four Nathaniel Jones (Raleigh, N. Carolina) C Company,
Specialist Four Clenard Roberts (Alexandria, Louisiana) E Company,
Specialist Four Fargo McCann Jr. (Chicago, Illinois) HHC, Specialist Four
George Barnes (Somerset, Kentucky) HHC, Specialist Four Willie Bradley
(Century, Florida) A Company, Specialist Four Robert O’Conner
(Chateaugay, New York) A Company; Specialist Four Benny Lambert (Bearden,
Arkansas) D Company, and Specialist Four Lee Bowman (Salina, Kansas) B
Company.

Team #6 is Player-Coached by Specialist Five James Mitchell
(Cleveland, Ohio) B Company, and Sergeant Josephs Johnson (Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania) E Company. The team members are as follows: First
Lieutenant Larry Hackman (Fulton, Missouri) HHC, Specialist Four Melvin
Kirkland (Newark, New Jersey) B Company, Specialist Four Robert Shepard
(Timpson, Texas) C Company, Sergeant Levert Soloman (Ecorse, Michigan)
HHC, Specialist Four Carnile Brown (St. Louis, Missouri) HHC, Sergeant
Edwin Cyr (Van Buren, Maine) A Company, Specialist Four Kenneth Sadecki
(Medford, New York) B Company, Specialist Four Samuel Harris Jr. (Tucson,
Arizona) C Company, and Sergeant Clarence Harris (Chicago, Illinois)
HHC.

The two teams hold practice on off days, between a heavy game
schedule. Team #6 played its first game Sunday 17 January, and were
defeated by the men of 11lth Brigade Headquarters and Headquarters. The
final score being 32 to 43, with Specialist Frank Darden and Levert
Solomon high scorers for 4/21, each netting 10 points. Top rebounder for
the game was Specialist Four Melvin Kirkland, snatching 18 from the
Headquarters Team.

The teams will compete in five games each before beginning tournament
in February.

Games are played nightly beginning at Five P.M. sharp, on the 26th
engineers Court, directly behind the M.P.s station. Everyone is welcome
to attend and anyone interested in playing may contact Specialist Five
James Mitchell, B Company, for information......
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AROUND THE BATTALION

Charlie Company, 26th Engineers Battalion, provided a bulldozer on June
8, to prepare for the fortification of LZ Don. For one bulldozer
operator, SP4 James Skiles (Huntingon, California), it was a memorable
experience. The 0ld Guard informed him that his wife had given birth to
a baby girl.



CORDON TIGHTENS AS RUSSELIL BEACH NEARS END

The cordon line closing in on the VC is all but drawn tight as
Operation Russell Beach rapidly approaches the end of its combat phase.
The 4/3 has done more than its share in the multi-battalion operation.
Close to half the total enemy body count is credited to the 4/3. The
Battalion has also accounted for almost half the individual weapons
captured and just about all the crew served weapons captured during the
operation.

On one single occasion, six VC were killed and two individual weapons
captured. Early morning last Wednesday, January 29, Charlie Company was
attacked by a reinforced VC Squad. At 0005 that morning, the VC hit
Charlie Company’s NDP located two miles behind the main cordon line. The
Company was hit with 15 82mm mortar rounds, a number of RPG rounds, heavy
enemy small arms fire, and a ground attack. Besides C Company, elements
of H Troop, 17th Cav., and B Company, 26th Engineer Battalion were also
hit by the VC mortar and ground attack.

The combined efforts of C Company, the tracks, and the Engineers were
successful in smashing the attempted VC attack. Six VC were reported
killed and three enemy weapons recovered (two AK47s and one AK50).

After the sun came up that morning, Charlie Company’s Second Squad,
acting upon information supplied by a Hoi Chanh, (Cont pg 3)

CORDON TIGHTENS AS RUSSELL BEACH NEARS END (cont. from page 1)
uncovered a number of enemy weapons plus a large amount of enemy
ammunition. The squad recovered two .30 caliber machineguns, 200 rounds
of M60 ammo, and a 25 pound shape charge. SGT Austin Lawther and PFC
Charles Darling dug up the big find of the cache. The two men uncovered
a complete 60mm mortar tube. The weapons and the mortar tube were found
in a graveyard; whereas, the ammunition and the shape charge were
discovered buried near a nearby rice paddy dike.

On he same day, ARVNs working under the control of the 4/3 found 5 M-1
carbines in a tunnel located 7 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.
The ARVNs also uncovered a BAR, a Claymore mine, and a 2.5” rocket
launcher.

On Saturday, January 25, SP4 Norman Wilkins of the Third Platoon,
Delta Company was on guard about 0400 when he noticed a number of heads
bobbing in the water. A number of VC were attempting to wade across the
shallow water separating the various sandbars from the mainland. the
entire Third Platoon opened up on the fleeing VC. A search party
composed of: SP4 Jim Jones, PFC Ray Williams, PFC Jose Rodriquez, and SP4
Allen Reyston confirmed that there was at least one VC killed. However,
it was estimated that the number (Cont pg 4)
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CORDON TIGHTENS AS RUSSELL BEACH NEARS END (cont. from page
3)

Before going to LZ South for a well deserved rest (D Company had
been in the “boonies” almost two weeks) the Company found more enemy
equipment and personnel. Included in the find were two VC KIA, 19 VCS,
a gas engine, various documents, and a transistor radio.

Recon platoon accounted for two captured enemy weapons. PFC Sam
Hill discovered an M-1 carbine hidden in a hedge row. Earlier PFC
Ervin Sharper found another M-1 carbine. PFC Sharper found the weapon
wrapped in a plastic covering. A full magazine of M-1 carbine ammo was
also found nearby.

The same day, PFC J. W. Paris, also of the Recon Platoon, nailed a

VC while the Platoon was in their NDP. PFC Paris was on first guard
and about ?0:15 that night he spotted a VC attempting to penetrate the
perimeter. Paris cut loose with a burst from his M-16 and ended the

career of one VC. When the men of Recon found the dead VC they noticed
that he was killed just as he was getting ready to pull the pin on a
Chi com grenade.

The following day, SGT Harold Sullivan of Recon went down an enemy
tunnel and recovered a transistor radio, a pistol belt, medical
supplies, 12 assorted lights blue uniforms, various documents, and an
M-1 clip.

The week ended when C Company, Bravo Company, and the Recon Platoon
teamed up with the tracks of H Troop, 17th Cav. to kill 11 VC. Bravo
Company CA’s to their position and pushed north while Charlie Company,
Recon and the tracks pushed southeast. That afternoon the tracks
nailed 10 VC attempting to slip out of the cordon line. Another VC was
killed in the same area about an hour later.
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THE CHAIN GAME

Robert Rabbit is hiring Picasso to paint murials [sic] on the walls of his new
day room. One young troop from ‘B’ Company, 26th Engineer Battalion can’t
figure out why B company is building Service Battery a day room when they don’t
have a day room themselves. Obviously the poor boy doesn’t understand
politics, the Army, or Robert Rabbit!!
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ENGINEERS HELP BRAVO CO SQUAD STOP GUERRILLAS NEAR RED BALL

Men from the 26t Engineering Battalion recently stopped their trucks
on Highway One nine miles north of LZ LIZ and cut-off an escape route for
five VC guerrillas that were being pursued by a Bravo Company squad.

SG Ray Sanders (Oblong, Ill.), the leader of a nine man volunteer
element, was told to expect contact as he left a laager position to
search for a rice cache. The element included SP4 James Shaw (San
Antonio, Tex.), SP4 Ron Reaves (Olympia Wash.), SP4 Regis Bauers
(Munhall, Pa.), SP4 Bernard Flythe (Newsoms, Va.) and four Popular Forces
soldiers. The men were searching a hill about a mile and a half from
their day position when they spotted five VC escaping from the area 300
meters to their front.

SP4 Shaw took accurate aim with his M79 and downed one VC KIA
sprinting across an open rice paddy. The engineers were alerted by the
blast and stopped their trucks to fire at the VC as they attempted to
cross Highway One.

“The engineers helped us a lot because they forced the VC back into
the rice paddies,” said SGT Sanders.

SP4 Tony Flores (Santa Clara, Cal.) brought his element to the area to
help in the search. After an hour, SP4 Flores, SP4 Bauer and SGT Sanders
found one of the VC in a village being treated for minor wounds from SP4
Shaw’s M79. The guerilla later revealed to S. Vietnamese authorities
that he had thrown his SKS assault rifle into a flooded rice paddy as he
attempted to escape. The next day Popular Forces soldiers found an AK 47
assault rifle in a rice paddy where SP4 Shaw engaged the VC KIA.
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SYKES’ REGULARS MAINTAIN PRESSURE

The Sykes’ Regulars maintained its pressure on the enemy his week and reported seven
enemy either killed, captured, or wounded.

Dec. 4, Bravo Co.’s 1lst Platoon reacted to information concerning an enemy bunker near
the Red Ball. The men moved in and wounded a VC/NVA in the bunker. Found with him were
various items of NVA equipment and 800 pounds of rice. That afternoon, Charlie Co. detained
a Vietnamese civilian who tried to evade a group of engineers from the 26th Eng. Bn. when
they entered a ville, north of Duc Pho. The detainee was carrying a substantial quantity of
medical gear.

The next day, the 216th PF Platoon detained eight Vietnamese civilians whose activities
in the hamlets along the Red Ball were suspicious. That night, a squad from Charlie Co. was
moving to its ambush location when the men heard voices. In the contact that followed, the
squad killed two NVA and fired on eight others wearing complete green uniforms who evaded
with their weapons.

The next evening, Bravo Co. reported having found a bomb near one of its positions. It
was contained in a gallon can, and one of the blasting caps had been detonated, but the bomb
itself did not go off. Later, Charlie Co.’s 2d Platoon destroyed three enemy fighting
positions and two tunnels.

Dec. 7, Charlie Co. uncovered 1400 pounds of rice, three miles northeast of Duc Pho. The
company’s lst Platoon reported having exchanged fire with a group of enemy troops, seven
miles north of Duc Pho. The men checked the area and found an AK-47 striper clip with two
rounds.

Later during the day, Bravo’s 1lst Platoon destroyed an enemy fighting position, west of
the Red Ball, some three miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Charlie Co. then detained five Vietnamese civilians crossing the Song Cau River. None of
them had IDs, and one had made a quick change of clothes on the other side of the river.
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CHARLEY COMPANY HAS A NEW BAG --- “RICE”

Operating under frequent harassment from VC snipers, Charley company
soldiers recently uncovered one of the largest enemy rice caches ever
found in the I Corps Tactical Zone. They conducted an intensive nine-day
search operation that produced 107,000 pounds of enemy rice in the Gaza
Strip coastland, ten miles north of Duc Pho.

Initially Co. C had been combat assaulted two miles east of the
village of Mo Duc, on intelligence that a large unit of VC was operating
in the area. Engineers from the 26th Engineering Battalion had reported
several instances of enemy sniper and mortar fire as well as a number of
booby traps.

The infantry company had been sweeping through an area of flat, open
rice paddies, interspersed with hedgerows, mangrove swamps and small
oasis-type villages, when a short-range, six-man patrol form the mortar
platoon was sent out to check one of the hamlets.

A routine search failed to yield any significant results until
sergeants James E. Balcarczyk (Lackawanna, N.Y.) and Alen P. Denucci
(North Ste. Paul, Minn.) entered an old church fallen into disuse. Once
inside, the two men discovered rice hidden in coffin-like boxes.
Intensifying their search, they found almost two and a half tons of enemy
food staples and sparked a company sized search operation that lasted for
the next nine days. Operating in four small hamlets, the men found
hidden caches in almost every hooch.

At first we found simple caches hidden under woodpiles, haystacks or
in bunkers. As the time went on we found them buried in gardens covered
with fertilizer spread over the rice. It’d be in a pig pens, too, under
the mud, straw and dirt. Ninety percent of it was in plastic bags,”
explained Staff Sergeant John G. Moore (Oxford, Ala.)

In one instance, a man poked a stick through the floor of one hooch
and exposed a subfloor full of rice. Up to two layers of caches were
discovered in some of the hooches.

The night of the first find the (Rice continued page 3)



RICE Continued from page 1 (Charley Has a New Bag ...Rice)
3rd Platoon was setting up outside one of the hamlets for security, when
Specialist Four James M. McCord (Holly Hill, Fla.) hit a 300-pound cache while he
was digging out a foxhole.

Later, First Lieutenant John P. Grice (Jackson, Miss.) stepped outside to dig a
sump and the company executive officer struck a 1,300 pound cache.

During the entire operation enemy harassment was frequent and often intense.
Sniper fire came principally form the mangrove swamps in the area. Suspected
enemy basecamps were located in three of the outlying swamps. Two days after the
search operation had begun, a chinook was hovering above a load of rice being
extracted when it took a heavy volume of enemy machinegun and automatic weapon
fire from one of the nearby swamps.

After Shark and LOH gunship preparation of the enemy position, the 1st and 2nd
platoons reacted by moving into the swamp with the LOH pointing out bunkers below.
During the ensuing contact, the men killed one VC and detained seven hamlet
guerrillas and five Viet Cong suspects. The men also confiscated an SKS assault
rifle, a carbine and a large quantity of ammunition, hand grenades and explosives.
One of the guerrillas detained admitted to having fired on the chinook and that it
was his SKS the men confiscated.

The company kept aside some of the rice to distribute to the civilians in the
area and the rest was sent to MACV for wider distribution in Quang Ngai.

The enemy’s failure to retain the mammoth supply of rice will almost certainly
have its affect on the main force NVA and VC units operating in the mountains in
the western part of the province.
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One enemy soldier ran away from Bravo elements and fled
directly into an Alpha Company position. He prudently shouted
“Chieu Hoi” when confronted by Alpha. He told them that the NVA
column the “Legionnaires” had engaged on the fourth day of action,
had been the rear element of a 500-man main force moving toward
Hoi An.

On the same day, Charlie company, commanded by CPT Charles A.
Slaybaugh (Lakeview, Colo.) reported a second base camp
approximately 1,000 meters west of the first camp.

This more elaborate enemy fortress included 80 bunkers and a
large hospital surgical ward, two recovery wards, kitchens, and
mess and rest areas made up the complex.

“It’s hard to say how long ago the camp was built,” said
Slaybaugh, “but we figure at a minimum of six years and possibly
it dates back to world War II days.”

“Probably the biggest thing we found as far as my men were
concerned,” laughed Slaybaugh, “was some bras which indicates some
of the NVA medical helpers included women. We are still trying to
figure out where their powder room was located—must have been the
only hootch with doors.”

Later, Alpha Company found a printing shop, complete with a
400-pound press and a propaganda leaflet set in type.

Demolition men from the 26th Engineers began destroying the
enemy bunkers with help from the infantrymen. More than 3,000
pounds of TNT and 1,000 pounds of C-4 destroyed the NVA’'s well
camouflaged camp.

The total number of enemy soldiers killed so far in Fayette
canyon will probably never be known exactly, but the unmistakable
stench of decaying bodies far from the gravesites areas, probably
indicate places where mountains of flying dirt from huge bombs
covered and uncountable number of NVA in instant graves.
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Cool
LZ

Graphic Art: Snow is drawn in on the letters of “Cool LZ”

LZ WEST- Not many GI’s can say they came to Vietnam and ended up
serving in Siberia, but that is exactly what’s happening to a
company of “Chargers” from the 196th Infantry Brigade.

Siberia is a strategically important new fire support base
currently being constructed by co. D, 4th Bn., 31lst Inf. The
“Polar Bear” Company is being assisted in the project by an
element of the 26th Engr. Bn., on Hill 165, located 38 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

The primary function of LZ Siberia will be to provide security
for the newly re-established Hiep Duc District Government.
Hundreds of refugees are returning to the Hiep Duc District after
four years absence. They were forced to evacuate the area in 1965
because of devastating terrorist attacks by VC/NVA forces.

Through the combined efforts of 4/31, the Military Assistance
Command Vietnam (MACV) and the Government of Vietnam (GVN), the
Hiep Duc Government is back.

“In order to provide adequate security during this re-
establishment, LZ Siberia is being constructed on high ground over
looking the entire area,” said LTC Robert B. Longino, 4/31
commander.

“In addition, the unit occupying Siberia provides US Forces the
opportunity to conduct daily joint operations with RF and PF
forces from Hiep Duc District,” commented Longino.

The landing zone will have one infantry company from 4/31 and
an artillery battery from 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty.

The name Siberia was chosen by Longino because of its great
significance in the early history of the “Polar Bears.” On August
21, 1918, the 31st Infantry Regiment landed in Vladivostok in
south-eastern Russia to defend the Trans-Siberian Railroad against
attack from the various military factions that were competing for
power in Russia at that time.

The 31st Infantry distinguished itself during the Siberian
Campaign and in April of 1920, the American Expeditionary Forces
were withdrawn. For its service in Siberia the 31st Infantry
Regiment was named the “Polar Bear” Regiment. Within the next ten
years that emblem was adopted as the official regimental crest.
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196th moves HQ.

By 1LT Kenneth S. Mikulski
LZ HAWKHILL**A line of five-ton flatbed trailer trucks
hauling metal conex containers tore a path through the muddy
road as they departed AMERICAL Division’s Landing Zone Baldy.

Enroute to the new home of the 196th Infantry Brigade at
Hawk Hill, the convoys ploughed slowly but deliberately
along. The mammoth task of moving the major portion of the
brigade and its components was completed within four days.

Because of a well coordinated move plan initiated by the
brigade staff officers, all of the administration sections
remained operational throughout the move.

More than 171 bunker complexes were constructed within 60
days by members of Alfa Company, 26th Engineers. However,
heavy monsoon rains temporarily put a damper on the
construction efforts. “The biggest problem we had was water
seepage into the buildings,” recalled 2nd LT Jesse Daugherty
(South Bend, Ind.) 1st platoon leader, Company A. “We solved
that by placing rubber matting on the roofs. Then we swept
out the ankle deep water and went to work.”

Artillery form the 3/82 was shuttled to the new location
by Chinook helicopters. The available firepower of the guns
was never lost since each gun was displaced singly and put
into operation before another gun was moved.

A great deal of credit goes to the men of the 196th for
their tireless efforts. “The men did an outstanding job
considering the adverse weather conditions and the short
period of time they had to move,” related LTC Edwin Kennedy
(Gulfport, Miss.), Brigade Executive Officer. “We continued
our move even though the roads were washed out, by hauling
more than 17 conex loads to Hawk Hill with Chinooks.

During the coming months a few finishing touches will be
completed at Hawk Hill. LZ Baldy will only remain as a
distant memory to the men of the 196th Infantry Brigade.

AKAKKkA AKXk AKXk kAKX k%%
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196th engineers help

with floating bridge
By SP4 Ed Buckley

PHU BAI - Five miles east of Camp Eagle, screaming type, on Route 547 can
be found the Polh Bridge-or, the four pieces left of it-and its replacement since
Typhoon Hester, a floating bridge.

The floating bridge, ferry to the layman, is operated by men of the Bridge and
Tank Platoon, 196th Engineer Company (Prov.) and the Army of the Republic of
Vietnam’s (ARVN) 127th Floating Bridge Company.

These two engineer units combine resources to operate the ferry which has acted
as a substitute for the devastated Polh Bridge-previously the only direct land
route between Phu Bai and two firebases across the Song Huong River.

Torrential rains during Hester’s short, yet wicked, life swelled the Song Huong
River near Phu Bai to more than 50 feet above normal. The river’s swift five-
feet-per-second currents were getting the better of the bridge as logs and other
debris collected against the handrails and supports.

101st Airborne division (Airmobile) engineers used explosive charges to blow
the handrails, hoping to relieve enough of the pressure to save the 500-foot
bridge. However, shortly after the handrails were blown, a 30-yard section of the
structure washed out.

About 100 yards down river two huge pieces of concrete and steel from the
washed out section mark the location of the four-pontoon floating bridge brought
to Phu Bai from Hue by the ARVN engineers. The 127th also brought two boats to
operate the ferry a 19-foot and a 27-foot bridge erection boat.

The operations, originally an all-ARVN venture, ran smoothly until tragedy
struck. The 19-foot South Vietnamese craft sank, killing one man, while trying to
clear debris from portions of the Polh Bridge that remained standing.

With only their 27-foot vessel still operating, it was evident that assistance
would be necessary for the operation to continue safely.

A few days later members of Company A’s Bridge and Tank Platoon and their two
27-bridge erection boats were working with the ARVN engineers.

Since the U.S. engineers arrived at Phu Bai on Oct. 30, they have been
Coordinating with the ARVN engineers on an equal basis,” according to platoon
leader First Lieutenant John H. Geisman. Each unit operates and maintains one of
the two 90-horsepower boats used to operate the ferry. The 26th Engineers’ second
craft is used as a standby in case of emergencies or mechanical failures.

Geisman commented that the ferry makes as many as 100 trips per day and already
handles huge vehicle, such as fully loaded oil-tankers weighing more than 60,000
pounds.

Moving the ferry from one side of the river to the other seems a lot simpler
than it really is. The floating bridge has to be maneuvered across the river’s
swift currents in a complex figure eight type motion. The two boats push and pull
under the direction of a guide who coordinates the vessels’ movements in the
usually smooth, yet delicate, operation.

Photo Captions:

TOP - If only Tom Sawyer had it so good. This 75-foot ferry may move up to
200 vehicles across the Song Huong River each day.
RIGHT- Safely across the river, the trucks continue on their supply run,
bringing vital supplies to the troops in the field.
BOTTOM- A guide uses hand signals to direct the two 27-foot bridge-erection
boats as they ease the ferry to the shoreline.
(U.S. ARMY PHOTOS BY SP4 ED BUCKLEY)
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WEEKEND WORLD SCENE

WASHINGTON— The National Security Council, meeting with President Nixon at
the White House on Saturday, dedicated almost all of its session to the Middle
east crisis.

Nixon reportedly feels that the United States should take a more active role
in trying to settle the growing conflict.

NEW ORLEANS- The last of 12 jurors has been selected for the trial of New
Orleans businessman Clay Shaw.

Shaw is charged with conspiracy in the 1963 assassination of President John
F. Kennedy.

WASHINGTON- Senate Majority Leader Mike Mansfield has suggested meetings
between United States officials and members of the Cuban government in an
attempt to stop airline high-jackings to Havana.

Mansfield noted that the talks should be held at some mutually acceptable
country, possibly Mexico or the Bahamian Islands.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)

BATTALION LISTS PROMOTIONS

Fourteen members of the 1lst Bn., 82d Artillery were promoted to the
grades of E-6 and E-5 during the closing days of January.

Those promoted to staff sergeant were Boon D. Johnson Sr., a field
artillery NCO with Bravo Battery and Juan D. Pardo, a vehicle repairman
with Alpha Battery.

Five men, including two from Headquarters, Headquarters and Service
Battery, two from Charlie Battery and one from Alpha Battery, were
promoted to sergeant (E-5) at the same time.

Representing Headquarters Battery were Auburn Puryear Jr., assigned
to supply, and Joseph R. Motta. Motta has since been infused to the
4th Infantry Division.

John H. Lafavor, a vehicle repairman, and Joseph R. Strozeski, a
stock control specialist, were given an additional stripe in C Battery.

Charles C. Gaunce, a field artillery crewman with Alpha Battery, was
also elevated to sergeant.

Two battery clerks were among seven people promoted to Specialist 5.
The two-Gary M. Kruger and Jerry McBeath—are assigned to Headquarters
and Bravo Battery respectively.

Also joining the Specialist 5 ranks are William F. Reed and Eugene
J. Nolan, who are both assigned to the Fire Direction Control Center at
Headquarters Battery, Gary D. Watson, a power generation equipment
repairman with Headquarters Battery, and Howard E. Graham, a cook with
Alpha Battery.

Another man-Lupe R. Gomes, formerly a cook with the Headquarters
Battery, was also promoted to Specialist 5. He has since been infused

to the 26th Engineer Bn. at Chu Lai.




Award of the Bronze Star citation is attributed to the Coffelt Data Base team.
Citation was provided by 1LT Martin’s sister Sharon Martin Orr and transcribed
by K. J. Davis, CDR USN (Ret). Used with permission.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS AMERICAL DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96374
GENERAL ORDERS ?Date?
NUMBER 2?2?2727
AWARD OF THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL
1. TC 320. The following AWARD is announced posthumously.
MARTIN, LARRY. ?2?2?2?2?27?27?27?7 (SSAN XXX-XX-XXX), FIRST LIEUTENANT,
United States Army, Company B, 26th Engineers
Awarded: Bronze Star Medal with “V” Device
Date action: 17 June 1969
Theater: Republic of Vietnam
Reason: For heroism in connection with military operations against a
hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. First Lieutenant
Martin distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions
on 17 June 1969, while serving with as a platoon leader with
Company B, 26th Engineer Battalion. ON that date, the
company was clearing land and constructing wire defensive
perimeters on the Batangan Peninsula. Lieutenant Martin’s
mission was to clear fields of fire and instruct civilians in
the area how to construct barbed wire barriers around their
villages. Volunteering to precede the main element into the
area, Lieutenant Martin led a reconnaissance team to survey
the route of march and work site. As the team completed their
mission and were returning to Landing Zone Minuteman, the
combat engineer vehicle was ambushed by a command
detonated mine and intense automatic weapons fire.
Lieutenant Martin was mortally wounded in the attack. His
courageous actions in volunteering for the dangerous
missions prevented the main convoy from being ambushed.
First Lieutenant Martin’s personal heroism, professional
competence, and devotion to duty were in keeping with the
highest traditions of military service, and reflected great
credit upon himself, the Americal Division, and the United
States Army.
Authority: By direction of the President under the provisions of
Executive Order 11046, 24 August 1962.

Historian Note: The damage or loss of the Combat Engineer Vehicle in this
incident could have greatly degraded the capabilities of the 26th Engineers.
These vehicles were hard to come by. The 165mm cannon on the vehicle was not
only used to help remove old bridge structures and etc. it was also used to
defend the Engineers from enemy attacks.



The Americal AO

After September 1969 the Marine boundary was shifted south to give the
Marines LZ Baldy and LZ Ross. Then After April 1971 the Marines left

| Corps, leaving the Americal to defend Da Nang and areas in Thua Thien
and Quang Tri provinces.
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This map was printed in the first
is3ue of the Americal Division’'s
"Southern Cross”™ newspaper in May 1968,



