
2/1st Infantry Battalion Compilation of Vietnam Articles 
 
Forwarding note from Leslie Hines, ADVA Vietnam era historian for 2018. 
 
The Americal Division Veteranôs Association Historical Data Base contains many news articles, 
reports, unit albums, casualty reports, KIA information, videos and maps relating to units that 
served with the Americal Division.  My work on this effort began way back in the 1990s.  Many 
items came from veterans sharing their news articles with me or from tedious efforts to locate and 
transcribe the text and images from microfilm copies.  Today the data base now holds 
approximately 40% of the stories of our service in the Americal Division and supporting units.  But 
it is the result of my best effort.  
   I have realized that it might be difficult for a veteran to find stories about their battalion from the 
data base if they did not have some computer skills.  This compilation may come too late for some, 
but it is always something that I hoped that would be done by a unitôs web master or some other 
helpful soul as I continued to add more material tO the data base.  But it is time that I start making 
the effort.  If for no other reason than to illustrate what can be done if someone makes the effort to 
compile their own unit stories from the data base.  
 
 This compilation limited to only news stories. These come from ñPacific Stars & Stripesò and the 
ñArmy Reporterò which published many of the articles provided by the Americal Division 
Information Office.  It also includes brigade command newsletters (196th LIB), the division daily 
newsheets, the Americal Division magazines (12 issues), the Americal Division Book (printed in 
July 1970), and 117 issues of the ñSouthern Crossò published in Vietnam were included.  Notable 
sources of stories that were not included in the compilation were the ADVA Newsletter/Journal 
stories and the 2/1th Battalion Newsletters. Some of the ADVA ñNewslettersò have been scanned 
as read only images.  The issues of the ADVA ñJournalò can be searched electronically  and 
currently is complete. It would be possible to select several more articles if I had time to research 
stories that did not provide the company name. For example a story might only refer to the action 
of a unit of the Americal Division or the 196th Bde engaging the enemy.  If the story indicated their 
were 23 enemy killed and a cache of 12 B-40 rockets I might be able to identify that the company 
was from the 2/1st Inf. Bn. against the S2/S3 Division TOC reports. Without this determination we 
only know that it was an Americal or 196th Brigade unit.    
 
Note: References to photos may indicate that we have an image taken from microfilm or xerox 
copy.  These may be found in PDF files in the historical data base or you may request copies of 
the images the ADVA historian.      
 
Three tour books for the 2/1st Inf. Bn. have been located.  These books are similar to high school 
year books.  These were created under the direction of the officer assigned duties as historian for 
the battalion.  The 1966, 1968, and 1971 196th LIB albums include the 2/1st Inf. Bn.. 
 
Also, there were battalion newsletters printed for infantry battalions in the 196th Inf. Bde. as well 
as a newsletter for the 196th Inf. Bde. To date we have only been able to locate 22 of the 196th 
Bde newsletters Charger. To date only one of the 2/1st newsletters has been located.  And there 
are very few 2/1st Inf. Bn. Battalion S2/S3 images.  Some quarterly historical summaries exist for 
the 5/46th Inf. Bn but none have been found for the 2/1st Inf. Bn.  
 
Another source that has not been worked is the news releases sent to home town newspapers 
with stories about our veterans. 



 

Unit awards for the 2/1st Inf. Bn. 
SOURCE:  Department of the Army Pamphlet 762-3 
 
  Unit Citation and Campaign Participation Credit Register 
 
  (1960-1978)  Dated: May 1980 
 
 
 
 
 
ABBREVIATIONS: 
 
DAGO:  Department of the Army General Order 
PUC:  U.S. Army Presidential Unit Citation 
VUA:  U.S. Army Valorous Unit Award 
MUC:  U.S. Army Meritorious Unit Citation 
RVNGC:  Republic Of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit Citation 
RVNCAHM  Republic of Vietnam Civil Actions Honor Medal - First Class 
 
  Unit Citation 
N-PUC  U.S. Navy Presidential Unit Citation 
N-MUC  U.S. Navy Meritorious Unit Citation 
HHC  Headquarters & Headquarters Company 
HHB  Headquarters & Headquarters Battery 
DETACH  Detachment 
 
 
 

               
          2nd Bn, 1st Inf 
                        PUC Aug 64 - Oct 65 DAGO 40, 1966  
                        VUA11 - 31 Aug 69 DAGO 43, 1972 
                        RVNGC16 Apr 60 - 28 Aug 69 DAGO 6, 1974 
                        RVNGC24 Aug 69 - 31 Dec 69 DAGO 42, 1972 
                        RVNGC31 Mar 70 - 30 Jun 70 DAGO 42, 1972 
                        RVNGC1 Mar 71 - 9 Oct 71 DAGO 6, 1974 
                        HHC, 2nd Bn, 1st Inf  
                        RVNGC1 Apr 71 - 30 Jun 71 DAGO 6, 1974 
                        Co A, 2nd Bn, 1st Inf 
                        VUA13 May 69 - 1 Jun 69 DAGO 43, 1972 
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                           AMERICAL DIVISION HISTORY 
 
PART I 
    

The reactivated Americal Division owes its early history to the formation of a task force which 
deployed to the South Pacific in World War II. In 1942, a task force was formed to defend the 
island of New Calendonia. The organization, designated Task Force 6814, was commanded by 
Brigadier General Alexander M. Patch.  It left New York on Jan. 23, 1942 for New Caledonia, 
going by way of Panama and Australia. The original Task Force 6814 was composed of the 132d, 
164th and 182d Infantry Regiments; the 245th, 246th and 247th Field Artillery Battalions (Light);  
and the 221st Field Artillery Battalion (Medium).  Forty-five percent of the strength came from 
Massachusetts troops of the 26th Infantry Division's 51st Infantry Regiment; the remainder came 
mostly from Illinois and North Dakota. The troops trained on board ship while enroute to New 
Caledonia and after arrival at Noumea, New Caledonia on March 12, 1942, continued training for 
combat in jungle terrain. 
   On May 27, 1942, the task force was reconstituted and organized as the AMERICAL DIVISION.  
The name was derived from combining "America" and "Caledonia".  The newly-designated 
division adopted a shoulder patch of four white stars on a blue field.  The stars are in the form of 
the Southern Cross, indicating organization of the division south of the Equator. 
   The division continued training until the 164th Infantry Regiment went into action on 
Guadalcanal on Oct. 13, 1942 -- the first U.S. Army unit to conduct an offensive operation against 
the enemy in any theater during World War II. Elements of the division defended Henderson Field 
against heavy enemy at tacks during Oct. 23 through Oct. 25, 1942 and took part in the offensive 
across the Matanikau River in November.  Organized resistance ended in January and the 
division left the front lines Feb. 9, 1943. 
   The Americal Division moved to the Fiji Islands beginning March 5, 1943 to assume the defense 
of the main island of Viti Navu and to engage in extensive training.  During the period Dec. 25, 
1943 to Jan. 12, 1944 the Americal landed on Bougainville.  The division went on the offensive 
during March and April 1944, driving the Japanese east of the Maravia River and seized strategic 
hill masses and commanding terrain.  Training and long-range patrol activity then continued until 
Nov. 30, 1944, when the division was relieved. On Jan. 8, 1945, the division moved to Leyte and 
Samar to take part in cleaning out the remaining Japanese forces on those islands.  Leaving on 
March 13, 1945 from Leyte, the division landed on Cebu on March 26 and seized the city airfield 
in two days.  Divisional combat teams made landings on Bohol Negros and Mindanao, where they 
cleared out pockets of resisting Japanese.  On June 17 the division returned to Cebu, arriving on 
June 25.  Training continued on Cebu for the proposed invasion of Japan. 

 
On Sept. 10, 1945, the Americal Division landed in Japan and took part in the occupation of the 
Yokohama-Kawasaki-Yokosuka area.  Elements began to leave on Nov. 29, 1945 for the United 
States where the division was inactivated on Dec. 12, 1945, at Fort Lawton, Washington. 
 
WWII: Battle Credits and Awards:  
Campaign Participation Credit: 
World War II: Guadalcanal: Northern Solomons: Southern Philippines (w/arrowhead): Leyte 
    Decorations: 

Presidential Unit Citation (Navy) - Streamer Embroidered: 
GUADALCANAL 

Philippine Presidential Unit Citation - Streamer Embroidered: 
October 17, 1944 to July 4, 1945 

Distinguished Unit Citation to Company E, 182d Infantry 
Regiment, March 10 - March 11, 1944 



PART II  

AMERICAL DIVISION HISTORY in Vietnam through 1967:  

 

   In Feb. 1967, COMUSMACV, General William C. W estmoreland, formed a 

planning  group to organize an Army task force to send to the troubled I 

Corps area of South Vietnam.  This planning group, led by Major General 

William B. Rosson (later Lieutenant General) formed a multi - brigade 

force comprised of the 196 th  Light Infantry  Brigade; the 1st Brigade, 

101st Airborne Division; and the 3d Brigade, 25th  Infantry Division 

(later designated 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Division).  

The task force became operational April 20, 1967, under control of III  

Marine Amphibio us Force (III MAF), with the 196th beginning operations 

near Chu Lai, in Quang Tin and Quang Ngai Provinces, and the 3d 

Brigade, 4th Infantry conducting search and destroy operations in 

Southern Quang Ngai Province.  In May, 1967, the 1st Brigade, 101st 

Ai rborne arrived at Duc Pho and began operations in the jungles west of 

there.  

   Early offensive operations conducted by Task Force Oregon included: 

Malheur I, and Malheur II, Hood River, Benton, and Cook.  On Sept. 11, 

1967, Operation Wheeler was launched against elements of the 2nd NVA 

Division in the area northwest of Chu Lai.  

      On Sept. 22, 1967, Brigadier General Samuel W. Koster assumed 

command  

   of the task force, succeeding Maj. General Richard T. Knowles.  On Sept.  

   25, 1967, Task Force Oreg on was reconstituted and redesignated as  

the Americal Division with an organization to consist of the 196th, 

198th and 11th Infantry Brigades.  Operation Wheeler continued and on 

October 4, 1967, the 3rd Brigade, 1st  Cavalry Division (Airmobile) was 

placed  under operational control of the Americal Division.  The "Garry 

Owen" brigade immediately launched Operation Wallowa in the northern 

sector of the Americal's area of operation.  On October 22, 1967 the 

198th Light Infantry Brigade arrived in Vietnam to bec ome part of the 

Americal Division.  The 198th Deployed initially to Duc Pho  for combat 

training.  Upon completion of the training, the brigade moved to  the 

Chu Lai area and relieved the 196th Brigade in place.  The 196th then 

assumed responsibility for the  operational area of the 1st Brigade, 

101st Airborne Division, which departed the Americal Division for II 

Corps Tactical  Zone on November 26, 1967.  Operation Wheeler and 

Wallowa were combined on  November 11, and the Wheeler/Wallowa operation 

conducted by  the 196th Infantry Brigade, and the 3rd Brigade, 1st Air 

Cavalry set the pace for Americal action in Quang Nam Provinces.  

   An official change of colors ceremony was held on October 26, and 

the  

Americal Division became the seventh Army Division fighting  in Vietnam.  

General S.W. Koster, Commanding General, Americal Division, was 

promoted to Major General on the same day.  Battalions of the 3d 

Brigade, 4th Infantry Division were employed in the Duc Pho area of 

operations throughout 1967 and in 1968 control led Operation  Muscatine.  

Maneuver battalions of the brigade were also deployed in the northern 

provinces, and took part in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. The 3d Brigade 

conducted combat operations in the mountains west of Duc Pho, and 

assisted in  

the combat orientation of the 198th Light Infantry Brigade during 

October and November 1967, and of the 11th Light Infantry Brigade, 

which arrived in Vietnam on December 20.  Operation Muscatine, a multi -

battalion operation in the northern districts  of Quang Ngai Prov ince, 

was launched in early December by the 198th Brigade and units of the 

3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry.  The 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry assumed  

control of the operation January 2, 1968.   



   The "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Infantry Brigade deployed 

initially to  Duc Pho, and underwent combat training in that area.  

Combat operations were  ater begun in the Duc Pho area of operations.  

The end of 1967 saw the organization of the Americal Division as 

follows:  

196th Brigade; the 198th Brigade; 11th Brigade; 3d Briga de, 4th 

Infantry; and  the 3d Brigade, 1st Cavalry.      

                           
-END- 



03Sep66-196th Lt. Inf. Bde Joins 25th Inf. Div. 
   VUNG TAU, (25th INF-IO) -The 196th Light Infantry Brigade (Separate) from Fort Devens, 
Massachusetts, arrived here, last week, aboard the troop transport General Patch. 
   The new brigade, the first light infantry brigade in U.S. military history, has been attached to the 25th 
Infantry Division and was deployed to Tay Ninh under the command of Brig. Gen. Edward H. de 
Saussure Jr., formerly assistant division commander of the 25th. 
    With the attachment of the 196th, the 25th Infantry Division becomes the largest U.S. combat force 
in Vietnam.  The Division's 1st and 2nd Brigades are located at Cu Chi, along with the 25th Division 
Artillery Support Command and Division Headquarters.  The 3rd Brigade Task Force of the 25th 
Division is located at Pleiku in the central highlands. 
   Activated at Fort Devens on September 15, 1965, the 196th Brigade underwent eight strenuous 
months of individual and unit training.  Approximately 50 per cent of the brigade were inexperienced 
soldiers when they began training.  The brigade trained their men as a unit all the way from basic 
combat training to advanced individual training through large unit tactical operations training.  Colonel 
Francis S. Conaty Jr., deputy commander, took the brigade through the rigorous training program. 
  During the latter stages of the training program, heavy emphasis was put on counter-guerrilla, 
counter-insurgency training.  To authenticate the training, the brigade secured the services of a 
Special Forces A team of Vietnam veterans.  The green berets organized and trained teams to act as 
the Viet Cong during brigade-size tactical training exercises. 
   Major units of the new brigade are the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry; 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry; 2nd 
Battalion, 1st Infantry and the 82nd Artillery Battalion. 
   The 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry "Polar Bears" was organized in the Philippines in 1916 and served in 
Siberia during the Russian Revolution in 1917.  The "Polar Bears," whose motto is "Pro Patrai" - For 
Country - also served with distinction in Korea at Heartbreak Ridge and Porkchop Hill. 
   The 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry "Gimlets" was born by proclamation of President Lincoln in 1862 and 
earned 11 battle streamers at such places as Fredericksburg and Chancellorville.  As a member of the 
Hawaiian Division during World War II, the "Gimlets," whose motto is "Duty," served in New Guinea 
and the Phillippines. 
   The 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry "Guardians of the Frontier" is the second oldest regiment in the 
regular Army having been organized in 1791.  The "Guardians," whose motto is Emper Primus" - 
Always First - have served in every major conflict except World War I since the War of 1812.  The unit 
served in both theaters during World War II. 
   The 82nd Artillery Battalion, organized since World @ar I, has seen action in every major conflict 
since that time, gaining special distinction during World War iI and the Korean War. 
  Photo Caption - 196TH LT. INF. ARRIVES - Colonel Francis S. Conaty Jr. leads the members of the 
staff of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade ashore as the unit lands at Vung Tau.  The 3800-man brigade 
arrived aboard the "General Patch" from Boston, Mass. 
                        (Photo by Sp5 Cal Puckett, USARV-IO) 
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Refugees Learn Handicraft Skills  
   THEIN AN (USA) ï  ñThey come down out of the hills owning no more than is on their back,ò 
explained First Lieutenant Spencer M. Baba of Bethesda, Md.  They have no land and live mostly 
by odd jobs.ò  
   They come to the refugee center at Tam Ky to seek help from a joint military-civilian pacification 
effort underway in the Americal Division area.  Here several American college students (a group 
belonging to the United World Mission), and the U. S. infantrymen of the Americalôs 2nd Battalion, 
1st Infantry work together to better the Vietnamese refugees. 
   ñMore than 50 refugees are making cups, mugs and waterpipes,ò claims Denis Metzer of North 
Manchester, Ind., a former college student who teaches bamboo handicraft to the refugees. 
   There are sewing classes to teach people to make clothes for themselves and other refugees.  
There is a school, a mission and an orphanage. 
   Not all the refugees are adults.  The orphanage feeds and shelters the homeless children.  Some 
of the children are finding out for the first time what it means to be free from hunger, and they are 
quick to show their enthusiasm. 
   ñWe turn down the side road,ò says Private First Class Lester Joubert of New Orleans, a member 
of the Civil Affairs Section of the 2nd Battalion, ñand by the time we get to the orphanage, there are 
100 kids around us.ò 
   Reverend Dang-Neoc Cang, superintendent of Mission Activities explained the idea behind all 
the activity is to help the refugee become self-sufficient. 
   



The Observer   (MACV Newspaper)  
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Movies Speak For Themselves  

Language Barrier Broken  
   196TH LIB ï Civil Affairs (CA) workers from the 2nd Brigade , 1st 

Infantry [2/1st Inf. Bn.],  have found a way to penetrate the language 

barrier between Americans and local Vietn amese.  The Americal Division 

soldiers travel from village to village showing movies ranging from 

Vietnamese documentaries to cartoons.  

   óOur main purpose is to pass on information to the villagers about 

their governmentôs efforts both in the war and the pacification 

program,ò explained First Lieutenant William Bacon of Roswell, N.M., 

Civil Affairs officer for the 2nd Battalion.  

   Language is no barrier.  The Vietnamese especially enjoy American 

cartoon films even though they cannot understand the narrat ive.  

   A typical evening begins as two CA jeeps roll into the courtyard of a 

Binh An village elementary school.  A crowd of children has gathered and 

rushes to greet the soldiers.  

   It is too early for the movie, so an impromptu game of catch begins 

the eveningôs activities.  The "Frisbee" -  a circular plastic disc -  

soars in flying saucer fashion from hand to hand.  The game finally 

turns into a general free for all after which Bacon retreats and signals 

for t he movie to begin.    The crowd has now grown to several hundred, 

ranging from the eldest villager to the smallest infant.  As the film 

beings to roll, people maneuver for position on the sandy courtyard.   

There is complete silence as color shots of Saigo n are projected on the 

screen and the narrator explains the current government policies and 

objectives.  

   ñThis kind of program is good because there is a lot of personal 

contact between Vietnamese and Americans,ò says Bacon. 

   ñThey really enjoy it because it is something different for them,ò 

adds Bacon.  ñYoung and old can get together and enjoy themselves.ò    

 

e%20%22Frisbee%22%20-%20a%20circular%20plastic%20disc%20-%20soars%20in%20flying%20saucer%20fashion%20from%20hand%20to%20hand.%20%20The%20game%20finally%20turns%20into%20a%20general%20free%20for%20all%20after%20which%20Bacon%20retreats%20and%20signals%20for%20hte%20movie%20to%20begin.
e%20%22Frisbee%22%20-%20a%20circular%20plastic%20disc%20-%20soars%20in%20flying%20saucer%20fashion%20from%20hand%20to%20hand.%20%20The%20game%20finally%20turns%20into%20a%20general%20free%20for%20all%20after%20which%20Bacon%20retreats%20and%20signals%20for%20hte%20movie%20to%20begin.
e%20%22Frisbee%22%20-%20a%20circular%20plastic%20disc%20-%20soars%20in%20flying%20saucer%20fashion%20from%20hand%20to%20hand.%20%20The%20game%20finally%20turns%20into%20a%20general%20free%20for%20all%20after%20which%20Bacon%20retreats%20and%20signals%20for%20hte%20movie%20to%20begin.
e%20%22Frisbee%22%20-%20a%20circular%20plastic%20disc%20-%20soars%20in%20flying%20saucer%20fashion%20from%20hand%20to%20hand.%20%20The%20game%20finally%20turns%20into%20a%20general%20free%20for%20all%20after%20which%20Bacon%20retreats%20and%20signals%20for%20hte%20movie%20to%20begin.


Army Reporter Story 
03Dec66-45th Surgical Hospital Serves 196th Inf Bde 
   Story by 1st Log-IO 
   Forty-five miles northwest of Saigon on the fringe of the hotly contested War Zone C, an unusual 
sight greets wounded soldiers being brought to medical care at the base camp of the 196th Light 
Infantry Brigade. 
   Resembling a series of long balloon like quonset lying on the ground, the 1st Logistical Command's 
45th Surgical Hospital stands ready to provide combat soldiers with the latest and most efficient 
surgical care available in the Army. 
   Commanded by Doctor (Maj.) Charles M. Lyon, the 44th Medical Brigade facility is the first Army 
hospital to use the Medical Unit Self Contained Transportable (MUST) equipment.  "There was an 
immediate need for a surgical hospital in the Tay Ninh area," said Major Lyon, "and the 45th, which 
became operational within 5 days after receiving its new MUST equipment, is the answer to that 
need." 
   The mobile MUST system has three basic components: expandable shelters housing completely-
equipped operating rooms, centralized material service, and laboratory; inflatable shelters that are 
used as wards for patients; and utility packs to provide electrical power, air-conditioning and heating, 
water heating and pumping and air pressure. 
   Captain David R. Barton stated that the air-conditioned environment not only makes the patients 
more comfortable, but also helps the medical personnel work longer hours and stay "more alert, 
refreshed, and efficient." 
   The 45th. one of more than a dozen hospitals controlled by the 44th Medical Brigade, presently has 
a 60-bed capacity and a 40-bed emergency expansion capacity.  It has the same organization and 
mission as any other mobile surgical hospital. 
   "In Vietnam," claimed Col. Ray L. Miller, commanding officer of the 44th Medical Brigade.  "where 
minutes often mean lives, the availability of such a sophisticated medical treatment facility this close to 
actual combat elements, will definitely aid the Medical Corps in the battle to keep the death rate 
among our wounded as low as humanly possible."  Colonel Miller, a doctor himself, added, "the death 
rate among all the wounded we treat here in Vietnam is less than one percent, history's lowest mark. 
   Some of the extensive, modern medical equipment for the 45th. includes a surgical table that floats 
on air for movement within the operating room and double-stacked sterilizer that provides twice the 
capacity and speed of operation as previous equipment. 
   Major Sara N. Lundy, chief nurse, pointed out some of the hospital's other distinctive features.  
Among these were the ingenious medical cabinets and chest fronts that convert into sturdy functional 
tables; modern battery-powered, omni-directional, field operating lamps which have never before 
been available in field hospitals; a compact, all-purpose laboratory that provides "blood-banking" and 
all laboratory services except tissue examination. 
   The hospital also has a lightweight, adjustable field hospital bed that has a unique inflatable 
mattress which provides mattress-like comfort.  In demonstrating the seven poind, adjustable, easy-to-
handle hospital beds, Major Lundy said the 30-inch height of the beds enables the nurses to serve the 
patients easier and more efficiently" than the old style 24-inch high cots.  
   Although MUST equipment has been displayed at medical exhibitions in New York, St. Louis, San 
Francisco, and San Antonio, this is the first deployment to a combat zone of the modern combat 
medical facility. 
    MUST elements, according to medial experts, are compact, lightweight, easily moveable, and by 
combining equipped functional elements of the MUST system, it can be assembled into the various 
types of field hospitals. 
 
(Continued)



(Continued) 
 
   Photo 1-EASILY TRANSPORTABLE- by air, the MUST unit is airlifted off the back of a truck by a 
CH-47 Chinook.  (Photo by Garrett Co.) 
   Photo 2-LABORATORY TECHNICIAN-uses the MUST unit too.  Equipment in the unit enables 
technicians to do various types of on-the-spot medical research.  (Photo by Armed Forces Institute of 
Pathology) 
   Photo 3- TREATING A PATIENT-in the MUST unit, a nurse offers him a sip of water.  The inflatable 
units are air-conditioned, offering as much patient comfort as possible (Photo by 7th PI Det.) 
   Photo 4-A FINAL CHECK - is given the unit's anesthesia gas machine before surgery.  Okaying the 
equipment are Capt. Marvin Roberts (left) and Maj. Dale Hawkins of the 45th.  (Photo by 7th PI Det.) 
   Photo 5-SURGERY-of almost any type can be done in the MUST unit.  Here, surgeons perform an 
operation under field conditions, but with all the facilities and conveniences of a normal hospital 
operating room.  (Photo by Garrett Co.)   
   Photo 6-INFLATING A SHELTER-Major Charles M. Lyon, the commander of the 45th Surgical 
Hospital, directs the inflation of a MUST shelter.  (Photo by 7th PI Det. 
   Photos by 7th PI Det., Garrett Co., and Armed Forces Institute of Pathology. 
  



Article from the Army Reporter  
 
03Dec66-COs Change At 196th Inf 
   TAY NINH, (196th INF-IO) - Brigadier General Richard T. Knowles, former II Field Force , Vietnam 
(IIFFV) Chief of Staff, recently assumed command of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade here. 
   In taking over one of the Army's newest combat units, General Knowles replaced Brigadier General 
Edward H. de-Saussure Jr., who has been reassigned to I Field Force, Vietnam. 
   The 196th Light Infantry Brigade is termed "light" for its absence of the heavier type of arms and 
equipment normally found in most infantry brigades.  Yet, in essence, it is a miniature division, 
streamlined for greater mobility.  It has its own organic support element, maneuver infantry battalions, 
cavalry troop, and artillery battalion. 
   General Knowles is a graduate of the Artillery School's basic and advanced courses, and the 
Command and General Staff College, and the U.S. Army War College.  He completed airborne 
training in 1963. 
 
10Dec66-Vietnam Communique 
   196th Light Infantry Brigade - Attached to the 25th Inf. Div. for Operation Paul Revere IV, Light 
friendly casualties are reported as the operation continues. 



Article from the Army Reporter 
10Dec66-Individual Heroism Recalled 
        196th Looks On 'Attleboro'  As The Battle of Dau Tieng 
   TAY NINH, (196th INF-IO) Officially called Operation Attleboro, it was known to the men who fought 
it as "The Battle of Dau Tieng." 
   Heroes were common during those days of bitter fighting in a piece of jungle real-estate vital to the 
Viet Cong.  The heroic actions of many of these men may never be told. 
   The 25th Infantry Division's 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry Wolfhounds had become pinned down 
under a murderous hail of small arms fire, punctuated heavily with Chines claymore mines, mortars, 
and "Banzai" charges.  True to their long heritage of raw courage, the Wolfhounds, although 
outnumbered to a man, punched back and slammed the VC with heavy losses. 
   But the battle kept on, and soon the Wolfhounds' Company C found itself cut off and alone with 
darkness fast approaching.   
   Among the units sent in to make contact with Co. C. was the 196th Light Infantry Brigade's 2nd 
Battalion, 1st Infantry Guardians.  The battalion's own Company C had tried unsuccessfully during the 
day to free the trapped unit.  Now with dusk as a hope for concealment, the company set out once 
again. 
   Lieutenant Joe Babb's first platoon took the lead as the company moved out in single file.  The 
stranded Wolfhounds fired flares to mark their position.  Automatic weapons fire cut down a couple of 
men in the lead element of the relief column.  They were returned to the rear.  Pressing forward, the 
company took more casualties. 
   A fire team of the lead squad became separated and pinned down.  1st Sgt. Patrick Campbell 
crawled through thick fire to see if he could get them out.  Moving back, he called for a litter evacuate 
two wounded men.  He along with Sp4 William Snyder, braved heavy enemy fire returning the 
wounded and successfully evacuated them to the rear under the protective fire of the first platoon. 
   Heavy fire continued to pour in on the Guardians causing more casualties.  It was too dark to 
pinpoint the VC fire lanes. 
   Lieutenant Babb remembers a feeling of helplessness.  "Wounded men had to be dragged to the 
rear under intense fire.  There were no stretchers.  There was no morphine.  You couldn't even see 
who it was you were trying to pull back into the perimeter.  Medics had to treat wounds by touch.  It 
was too dark to see how badly hurt a man was. 
   By early morning, all the wounded had been pulled back and evacuated from the helicopter landing 
zone. 
   A few hours later, a new relief attempt was begun with Company of the Guardians maneuvering on 
the left and Company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry Polar Bears, on the right.  Maneuvering 
several hundred meters, Lt. James G. Armstrong's third platoon of the Guardians broke into a clearing 
where they spotted the beleaguered Wolfhounds' command post area.  The platoon began advancing 
toward the VC fire.  The Wolfhounds" one remaining officer warned against an assault into the Viet 
Cong's well dug in position.  By now VC dead could be seen spread through the jungle. 
   The Guardians' Alpha Company commander, Capt. Delbert F. Schouse put out the word to retrieve 
the pinned down men and to get the wounded to the rear.  Lieutenant Armstrong's platoon got several 
of the pinned down men and began dragging out the wounded.  The company medic crawled out with 
men on his back.  The VC continued to pour murderous fire from their well dug in positions.  Snipers 
in trees picked at the harried men below. 
   Staff Sergeant Russell V. Sith and his squad went in to evacuate the wounded and the dead.  The 
VC opened up with everything they had.  With fire all around, the squad stayed for two hours, 
retrieving bodies, shooting VC in the trees, and taking only minor casualties.  Two men crawled 
around the left flank and were repulsed.  Two other men, although badly wounded, got up and walked 
out. 
   The next day air strikes were called in, softening the area enough to permit extraction of all 
American casualties. 



HEADQUARTERS 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION 
APO San Francisco 96225 

 
(These are selected entries from the 25th Inf. Div. ORLL). 
ADCMD         19 May 1967 
SUBJECT:  Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending  
   30 April 1967  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 
   (2) GADSDEN (2Feb ï 21 Feb 67).  This op employed 3rd Bde, 4th Div and 
196th Bde (Lt) (Sep) in S & D and Blocking Ops along the CAMBODIAN border to prevent VC 
movement along routes crossing the border, and to destroy VC/NVA forces, supplies and base 
camps. 

Task Organization 
 
   3rd Bde, 4th Inf Div  196th Bde (LT) (Sep) 
   2nd Bn, 12th Inf  2nd Bn, 1st Inf 
   2nd Bn, 22nd Inf (Mech) 4th Bn, 31st Inf 
   3rd Bn, 22nd Inf 3rd Bn, 21st Inf 
   4th Bn, 23rd Inf (Mech) 1st Bn, 5th Inf (Mech) 
   2nd Bn, 77th Arty (DS) 3rd Bn, 82nd Arty (DS) 
      Trp F, 17th Cav 
The op was in four phases:  In phase I, a fire support base was established at TRAI BAI.In Phase 
II, two Bns secured bridge sites to block VC infiltration routes through the area.  Both phases were 
completed on 12 Feb 67.  Phase III occurred on 3 Feb 67.  There was light contact with an 
unknown VC force using SA, AW and recoilless rifles.  Phase IV began on 4 Feb, with light contact 
with a VC squad and (missing) rounds of 82mm mortar fire received in the 2nd Bn, 1st Inf base 
area, resulting in light US casualties.  Light contact continued on 5 and 6 Feb.  Documents and 
equipment captured vic WT965762 indicated the units were in a training area used by COSVN 
main force units, specifically 1st and 2nd Bns, 70th Regiment.  On 7 Feb, there was heavy contact 
with a VC platoon at WT972678 by 1st Bn, 5th Inf (Mech).  With the help of supporting artillery and 
air strikes, 20 VC were killed (BC).  On the same day, a VC training area was located. 
 A truce was observed for the Lunar New Year (Vietnamese TET) from 8 - 12 Feb.  All 
elements occupied their bases astride VC supply and infiltration routes and conducted extensive 
patrolling within their AOôs.  The VC violated the truce six times to include firing on US forces from 
across the CAMBODIAN border, to include light contact with an unknown number of VC on 8 Feb 
67, without results.. 
 The final period of Operation GADSDEN consisted of an attack north to exploit 
intelligence gained about the 271st Regt, followed by a sweep south and southeast to disrupt VC 
activities in the area.  On 13 Feb, the 1st Bn, 5th (Mech) destroyed an ordnance facility WT986624 
containing bombs, arty rounds and grenades, as well as tools and molds for their fabrication.  On 
16 Feb, a rallier, LY VAN THU from Recon Squad, C21 Recon Co, 271st Regt was taken at 
XT033786 by 2nd Bn, 22nd Inf (Mech).  He stated that 1st Bn, 4th Bn and Regt HQ and C21 Recon 
Co of 271st Regt had been in the LO GO area vic WT9780 ï WT9882 since 6 Feb.  Prior to that, 
they were in DAU TIENG District, BINH DUONG Province.  On 18 Feb, 2nd Bn, 77th Arty and 2nd 
Bn, 22nd Inf (Mech) received 50 rds of 82mm mortar fire at XT020780.  On 21 Feb, 3rd Bn, 22nd Inf 
engaged an unknown number of VC at XT081828.  Documents captured there identified the 1st 
and 3rd Bns, 70th Regt and 2nd Co, Gp 49, a medical unit subordinate to COSVN.  Documents and 
information received from the above named rallier indicated the contacts made during GADSDEN 
were with elements of the 271st Regt and the 70th Regt assisted by local guerrilla units.  The 
capture of vast amounts of supplies and destruction of base areas and major training sites caused 
severe losses to the VC in the LO GO and XOM GIUA areas.  There were 35 VC KIA (BC) during 
GADSDEN. 
 Other results of Operation GADSDEN were:  1 Ordnance Factory, 1 Rocket Launcher 
(training model), 1 training area with 44 structures, 2 classrooms, 2 mess halls, 1 rifle range 
destroyed.  Plus 1 CHICOM Hvy MG and numerous medical supplies were captured.  Also 1 VC 
rallier.   (Continued)................



..............................................(Continued)...................... 
 
   (10) FITCHBURG (25 Nov 66 ï 8 Apr 67).  The mission of this 
operation was to destroy VC forces, bases and supplies in areas of TAY NINH Province 
contiguous to the location of the 196th Bde (Lt) (Sep) base cap.  This was performed until 18 Feb 
by 3rd Bn, 21st Inf.  Highway 26 and the rock quarry at NUI BA DEN mountain vic XT267568 were 
secured.  Extensive S & D Ops and ambush patrols were conducted in conjunction with 
PHILCAGV operations.  On 18 Feb, 2nd Bn, 1st Inf performed this mission, and was relieved in turn 
by 2nd Bn, 34th Armor on 21 Feb which retained the mission until 5 March.  There were no 
significant contacts in March or April.  Beginning 5 March, 2/34th Armor was assisted by 4th Bn, 
31st Inf.  On 9 March, 2/1st Inf relieved the 4/31st Inf and was in turn relieved on 15 March by 3/21st 
Inf.  The 3/21st Inf continued the op throughout March and until the operation terminated on 8 April 
67.  Results of the operation were:  55 VC KIA (BC), 155 VC KIA (poss), 148 detainees, 4 
returnees, and 3 PWs; 280 structures, 169 bunkers, 45 tunnels, 55 sampans, 20 mines and 74.55 
tons of rice were destroyed, and 49 SA, 116 lbs of documents, 27 mines and 9.2 tons of rice were 
captured. 
 



                   TASK FORCE OREGON ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 
 
Task Force Troops 
 
     HHC, Task Force Oregon (Prov) 
     Troop B, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry (Air) 
     Co C, 2d Bn, 34th Armor 
     2d Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment 
     148th Military Police Platoon 
     HHD, 509th Signal Bn 
          Co  C, 459th Signal Bn (Cmd Op) 
          Co  A, 36th Signal Bn (Spt Op) 
          Platoon (+), 167th Radio Relay Co 
     39th Engineer Bn (D) (-) 
     3d Military History Detachment 
     HHC, 14th Aviation Bn 
          174th Aviation Co (AML) 
          161st Aviation Co (AML) 
          178th Aviation Co (AML) 
     Task Force Oregon Military Intelligence Det (Prov) 
     Task Force Oregon Radio Research Co (Prov) 
 
Task Force Artillery (Prov) 
 
     HHC, Task Force Artillery (Prov) 
     2nd Bn, 11th Artillery (155mm) (T) 
     3d Bn (-), 18th Artillery (8"/175mm) (SP) 
 
Task Force Support Command (Prov) 
 
     HHC, 15th Support Bde (GS) (-) 
          HHC, 94th Sup & Svc HN (DS) (-) 
          163d Trans Co (Lt Trk) 
               Platoon, 10th Trans Co (Med Trk) 
          Hq & Main Spt Co, 188th Maint Bn 
               335th Trans Co (DS) (Acft Maint) 
          Co C, 25th Medical Bn 
 
3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division 
 
     HHC, 3d Bde, 25th Inf Div 
     1st Bn, 14th Infantry 
     1st Bn, 35th Infantry 
     2nd Bn, 35th Infantry 
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3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division continued 
 
    2d Bn, 9th Artillery (105mm) (T) 
    Troop C, 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry 
    Co, D, 65th Engineer Bn (C) 
    Co B (-), 125th Signal Bn 
    40th Infantry Platoon, Scout Dog 
    Platoon, 25th MP Co 
    Team, 25th MI Det 
    Detachment, 374th Radio Research Co 
    3d Support Bn (Prov) 
         Det 25th SPT Bn 
         Co D, 725th Maint Bn 
         Co B, 25th Medical Bn 
    Det. 25th Admin Co (AG) 
    Team C, 41st CA Co 
 
196th Infantry Brigade (Lt) 
 
     HHC, 196th Infantry Bde 
     2d\Bn, 1st Infantry 
     3d Bn, 21st Infantry 
     4th Bn, 31st Infantry 
     Troop F, 17th Cavalry 
     3d\Bn, 82d Artillery (105mm) (T) 
     175th Engineer Co (0) 
     156th Signal Plt, (Fwd Area) 
     48th Infantry Plt, Scout Dog 
     27th Chemical Det (CER) ??(CBR) 
     596th MI Det 
     408th Radio Research Det 
     544th MP Platoon 
     8th Combat Service Support Bn 
     8th CA Platoon, 2d CA Co 
     10th Public Information Det 
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The report on Operation Attleboro was not compiled here as it is too large.  But it filled with 
reporting on actions of 2/1st Inf. Bn. 
 
                      CONFIDENTIAL 
No 1 3 1 4 - 95     
                  DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
             Office of The Adjutant General 
                  Washington D.C.  20310 
 
AGAM-P (M) (24 April 1967)                              23 April 1967 
SUBJECT: Lessons Learned, Operation Attleborro, 25th Inf Div (U) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also, this report was not compiled here as it is too large, but it reports many actions of the 2/1st Inf. 
Bn. 

196th Light Infantry Brigade (Sep) 
OPERATIONS REPORT ï LESSONS LEARNED 

1 November 1966 ï 31 January 1967 



Excerpts from a 25th Inf. Division report....... 
AVD CMHD 
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967, 
  (RCS CSFOR-65) 
To:  SEE DISTRIBUTION  
  Operational Report for Quarterly Period (RCSCCSFOR-65) 
  Location: Vicinity, Cu CHI (XT647453),RVN 
  Reporting Officer: Major General Fred C. Weyand 
  Prepared by: Major Golfredo D. Sansalone, CO 18th Military History 
  Detachment 
  

1. Significant Organizational Activities. 
 

a. (C)  Operations. 
 
(1) General. There were 9 major (Bn or higher) operations and 1380 small unit 

actions conducted by the 25th Inf Div (-) during this quarter. All major and 98 
small unit actions resulted in enemy contact. 

(2) ATTLEBORO (14 Sep-25 Nov). On 1 Nov, 1st Bn 27th Inf came under OFCON 
of 196th Inf Bde. On 3 Nov, the 1st Bn, 27th Inf conducted a two company 
airmobile assault and established blocking positions while the 2d Bn, 1st Inf (-) 
and the 4th Bn, 31st Inf (-) conducted operations toward the blocking positions. 
At 1040 hrs Co C, 1st Bn, 27th Inf became engaged by AW fire. By 1206, it 
wass determined they were engaged with a reinforced VC Co. At 1148 hrs Co 
B, 2d Bn, 1st Inf was engaged by the VC using small arms and claymores. The 
2d Bn, 27th Inf (-) was committed as a reaction force to reinforce the 1st Bn 27th 
Inf (-). Enemy contact continued throughtout the day and night. By 041600 
Nob the 196th Bde had committed the 1st Bn, 27th Inf and C 1st Inf; 4th Bn, 31st 
Inf; Co A, 2d Bn, 27th Inf; Co C, 2d Bn, 27th Infl 2d Bn Co, 3d Bn, 21st Inf. Co B, 
2nd Bn, 27th Inf remained on standby alert at DAUTIENG. A Brty 3d Bn, 82 Arty 
and A Btry, 1st Bn, 8th Arty continued in DS of the Bde forces from DAU TIENG 
with four 155 howitzere supporting from SOUIDA. On 4 Nov, A and C Co, 2nd 
Bn, 27th Inf and B and C Co, 2nd Bn, 1st Inf were heavily engaged with a dug in 
VC main force unit of estimated Bn size, vic XT410538. Elements of the 1st 
Bn, 27th Inf engaged the VC force from the southwest and relieved the 
pressure on other heavily engaged units. Enemy activity ceased during the 
evening hours. Heavy fighting again broke out the morning of the 5th as 
elements of the 1st Bn, 27th Inf and 2nd Bn, 27th Inf began  Attacking. Six VC 
mass attacks were repulsed by the 1st Bn, 27th Inf  Causing heavy VC 
casualties. A and B Co, 3d Bn, 21st Inf were committed the afternoon of the 5th 
to aid in securing the LZ site for the extraction of the 1st Bn, 27th Inf and 2d Bn, 
27th Inf. Both units were extracted during the day. The 1st Inf Div assumed 
OPCON of the 196th Bde on 5 Nov and the Bde was attached on 6 Nov. The 
196th Bde (-) closed TAY NINH on 11 Nov and was released from attachments 
to the 1st Inf Div. The 2d Bn, 1st Inf remained attached to the 1st Inf Div vic 
DAU TIENG and was released back to the 196th Bde on 12 Nov. On 10 Nov, 
2d Bde was committed and moved to a fwd combat base. The 2d Bn, 14th Inf 
which was attached to the Bde on 8 Nov, conducted and S&D operation from 
vic XT284682 to vic XT315681 where they set up a combat base. By 12 Nov, 
two brigades of the division were conducting Operation ATTLEBORO. The 2d 
Bde continued to operate north of NuI BA DEN vic XT2761 to the Cambodian 
border while the 196th Inf Bde operations were to the east and west of the 
mountain. Both units has small enemy engagements almost daily for the 
remainder of the operation. Through the use of eagle flights a great amount of 
land was searched by the US forces and many cache sites were found and 
destroyed. The operation proved the feasibility of tracked vehicles operating in 
wet terrain as found in the area of War Zone C. The division forward OP was 
established on 10 Nov 66 and controlled the 2d portion of the ATTLEBORO 
operation from its base at Operation ATTLEBORO were: 254 VC KIA (BC), 



237 VC KIA (poss), 6 VCC, 60 VCS, and 19 detainees. One field expedient 
rocket launcher, 1 60mm mortar, 2 M79, 29 small arms, 401 tons of rice, 15 
tons of beans, 78 lbs of documents, 1 portable military radio, medical supplies 
and other foodstuffs and munitions captured. In addition, 228 VC structures, 
92 tunnels, 1 bridge, 36 caves, 102 underground fortifications, 141 punji pits, 
169 foxholes, 729.4 tons of rice, 7955 lbs of fish, 440 gals of tar, 10 tons of 
salt, 9000 lbs of tobacco and other munitions and foodstuffs destroyed. 

................................. 
 (5) CEDAR FALLS (8 Jan-26 Jan). The 2d Bde, 25th Inf Div, reinforced with the 

2nd Bn, 34th Armor (-) and the 196th Inf Bde (Lt) (Sep), reinforced with the 2d 
Bn (M), 22d Inf and the 1st Bn (M), 5th Inf, had the mission of conducting S&D 
and blocking operations south and west along the SAIGON River to prevent 
exfiltration from the THANH DLCN Forestry Reserve and the IRON 
TRIANGLE areas and to destroy VC base areas. The units moved into the 
blocking positions along the SAIGON River and made extensive use of 
ambushes along the river at night. During saylight hours minimum forces 
secured the river allowing extensive S&D operations in VC base areas in the 
FILHOL Plantationand the HO BO Woods. Control of traffic along the SAIGON 
River was the responsibility of the 25th Inf Div while the 1st Inf Div was 
responsible for control at the junction of the SAIGONðTHI TINH Rivers. 
Hightlights of the operation were: (1) B52 strikes exploited by ground followup 
and occupation; (2) the effective denial of VC escape routes and use of the 
SAIGON River as evidenced by the high casualty toll suffered by the VC 
throughout the operation; (3) the discovery of a major VC  Hqs tunnel complex 
by 1st Bn (M), 5th Inf in the HO BO/BOI LOI Woods; (4) US and ARVN 
cooperation in the evacuation and relocation of personnel and live stock from 
the village of personnel and live stock from the village of  BEN SUC to a New 
Life Hamlet; (5) the use of a 3d Riverine RAG Task Force enabling the 196th 
Inf Bde and the 2d Bde to search thoroughly along and beneath both banks of 
the SAIGON River resulting in the exploitation of several VC safe havens. Fire 
support was suppliedfrom several forward fire support bases and CU CHI plus 
the integration of tactical air support which greatly aided the success of the 
operation. Results of the operation were: 331 VC KIA (BC), 155 VC KIA 
(poss), 33 VC PW, 147 Det, 10 CHIEU HOI. One hundred and twenty-six 
assorted small arms, 7717 rds SA ammo, 253.85 tons rice, 200 lbs salt, 11 
sampons, 6 motors, 5 gals printers ink, 600 lbs cement, 285 lbs documents, 
260 CHICOM flashlight batteries, 1000 ft roll of tin, 15 lbs medical supplies, 
121 CHICOM gas masks, 1 sewing machine, 1 camera, 2 tape recorders, 74 
sound tapes and other supplies were captured. In addition, 904 underground 
fortifications, 340 VC structures, 14 trenches, 251 tunnels, 129 foxholes, 26 
punji pits, 145 sampans, 4 boats, 3 motors, 117 60mm mortar rds, 26 57mm 
RR rds, 7 claymore mines, 3013 rds SA ammo, 292 lbs TNT, 135 CBUôs, 451 
grenades, 101 AT mines, 59 AP mines, 100.4 tons rice, 1500 gals fish sauce, 
1200 lbs salt, 1 printing press, and other miscellaneous supplies were 
destroyed. 

................................... 

................................... 
 (8) FITCHBURG ( 25 Nov-continuing). On 25 Nov, the 4th Bn, 31st Inf assumed 

the security of Rt 26, east of TAY NINH. VC contact was made on two 
occasions with unknown results. On 28 Nov, the 3d Bn, 21st Inf with Co C, 1st 
Bn (M), 5th Inf conducted operations in the THANH DIEN Forest, south of the 
TAY NINH base camp. This operation was in conjunction with the PHILCAGV 
and ARVN in order to clear the forest prior to PHILCAGV starting their New 
life Hamlet. The mission of this operation is to destroy VC forces, bases and 
supplies in areas of TAY NINH Province contiguous to the 196th Bde base 
camp. The operation was initiated when the 4th Bn, 31st Inf secured the road in 
the CAU KHOI Plantation area (XT340453). On 1-12 Dec the brigade 
conducted operations adjacent to a CIDG operation west and southwest of 
their base camp. During the period 10-21 Dec, the 2d Bn, 34th Armor was 



attached to the 196th Bde with the mission of securing Rt 26 and determining 
the trafficability of the immediate area. The battalion encountered minor 
contact and limited VC mining activity. At the present time, the 4th Bn, 31st Inf 
maintains road security on Route 26. The 4th Bn, 31st Inf conducted extensive 
S&D and BUSHMASTER operations north, west, and south of the TAY NINH 
base camp. Elements continued to maintain road security on Route 26 and 
secured the rock quarry on the southern slope of NUI BA DEN. Co C, 4th Bn 
(M), 23d Inf was attched to the 196th Bde on 11 Jan and conducted base camp 
security, S&D and road clearing operations vic TAY NINH. Troop A, 3d Sqdn, 
4th Cav assumed Co Côs mission on 23 Jan. On 28 Jan a combined US/ARVN 
(BUDDY) operation was initiated south of TAY NINH. The 2d Bn, 1st Inf and 3d 
Bn, 21st Inf conducted S&D operations with RF/CIDG forces and PHILCAGV. 
Fire support was provided by Btry B, 3d Bn, 82d Arty from a forward fire 
support base and by artillery at the TAY NINH base camp. Results of the 
operation to date are: 42 VC KIA (BC), 89 VC KIA (poss), 41 Det and 3 VC 
PW. Forty-five assorted small arms, 1 rifle grenade launcher, 36 lbs 
documents, 9.2 tons rice, 12 claymores and other supplies were captured. In 
addition, 111 underground fortifications, 214 VC structures, 59.05 tons rice, 30 
sampans, 8 AP, 4 claymore and 3 AT mines, 1 bridge, 182 foxholes, 11 
trenches, 49 tunnels, 60 oxcarts, 20 gals tar, one 55 gal drum C/S and other 
supplies were destroyed. 

      ................................... 



 
 

     Extensive reporting of 2/1st Inf. Bn. actions at Kham Duc in 1968 
and 1970 exist.  This reporting is too large to include in this 
compilation.    



The next section is comprised of articles published in the Americal Division Daily Newsheets.  The original 
concept was to create a one page daily newsletter for soldiers in the field.  The ñDaily Newsheetsò 
were set up so that one copy was made for every eight soldiers in the field.   Combat action and some 
news from back in the states was provided.  In retrospect many of the infantry soldiers never recalled 
ever seeing or receiving a copy of their Divisionôs newsletters.  



  
 
Volume 1 No. 271 Americal Daily New Sheet Tuesday January 16, 1968 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ïAction picked up yesterday as units of the Americal Division reported 35 enemy 
kills throughout the southern I Corps Tactical Zone.  In the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area, division elements 
reported killing 22 of the enemy.  The newly named Operation Muscatine claimed another eight of the kills. 
   Operation Muscatine, a jointly coordinated Americal Division and 2nd ARVN Division operation, was announced 
yesterday by MACV.  The coordinated multi-battalion operation is being conducted generally in Binh Son and Son 
Tinh districts of northern Quang Ngai province in an area formerly controlled by the 2nd Republic of Korea Marine 
Brigade, the ñBlue Dragons.ò The ROK Marines have moved to an area of operations in Quang Nam province. 
   Muscatine, named for the Americal commanderôs home county in Iowa, has taken a toll of 245 enemy since it 
began on 21 December 1967.  U.S. losses to date have been 20 killed in action and 80 wounded. 
   Battalions of the 2nd ARVN Division have conducted complimentary combat missions in conjunction with troops 
of the Americal Division to destroy enemy local and main forces in the area.  A refugee resettlement program has 
also been conducted on the Batangan Peninsula with 31 fishing boats and 1487 people moved from An Ky to 
Phouc Thuan in Binh Son district.  The Vietnamese were moved to prevent further VC harassment to their fishing 
livelihood.  More than 26 tons of personal belongings were also moved including pots, pans, food and complete 
sections of homes. 
   Initially the 198th Brigade conducted the operation and in early January the 3rd Brigade, 5th Infantry assumed 
the mission. 
   To date ARVN troopers have destroyed 120 enemy while suffering only light casualties. 
   A total of 12 enemy were killed and six suspects were detained in action by units of the Americalôs 3rd ñGarry 
Owenò Brigade of the 1st Air Cavalry. 
Moving through Que Son Valley, the 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry explored caves and hideouts in an area three 
miles southwest of LZ Baldy.  The action claimed five enemy kills.  Brigade gunships killed six NVA soldiers six 
miles northwest of LZ Ross later yesterday evening.  An element of the 4th Battalion, 7th Cavalry engaged three 
VC, who were evading.  One VC was killed in the incident. 
   Fourteen tactical air strikes were reported yesterday the Air Force flew four air strikes in support of the 3rd 
Brigade destroying fourteen structures, nine bunkers and two caves. 
   Contacts within the Americalôs 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry area of operations resulted in eight VC killed in action, 
three suspects detained, two weapons captured and the discovery of a five ton rice cache yesterday. 
   The largest action of the day in Operation Muscatine occurred when a company of the 1st Battalion, 14th 
Infantry came under heavy enemy weapons fire.  A reconnaissance patrol of the same unit moved in behind the 
enemy killing seven and capturing one M-1 carbine and one bolt action rifle.  Later in the day, another unit of the 
brigade observed three Viet Cong in uniforms attempting to evade the infantrymen, resulting in three detainees.  
Meanwhile during the day, elements of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry uncovered five tons of rice hidden in the 
walls of a fortified structure. 

   Elements of the Americalôs 196th Brigade killed seven and evacuated 800 pounds of rice as actions 
continued yesterday west of Tam Ky. 
   A unit of ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry accounted for four kills in separate actions as the 
enemy attempted to evade the aircraft.  The Air Cav unit also detained two suspects.  A company of 
the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, also killed two VC.  Later, the company found and evacuated two 
boxes of 105mm detonating fuses.  Another unit of the 1st Battalion, 1st Cavalry killed one VC and 
detained one suspect. 
   Three VC were killed yesterday by Americalôs 198th Brigade units in action around Chu Lai. 
   One enemy was killed early in the morning when a brigade element moved into a village southeast of here on a 
searching mission.  The VC attempted to elude the infantrymen by dodging along a hedgerow.  Another enemy 
was killed early in the afternoon when three VC were spotted from the air.  Gunships supporting the brigade killed 
one and detained two.  Brigade artillery accounted for the third kill of the day. 
   Civic action soldiers treated 816 Vietnamese in four area medical visits yesterday.  Two brigade infantrymen 
were wounded by enemy small arms fire in yesterdayôs operations. 
   The 11th Brigade of the Americal Division reported killing five VC in action in its area of operations around Duc 
Pho. 
   An ambush patrol paid off for a unit of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry commanded by CPT Joseph Rhinehart 
(Canton, N.C.).  This morning a patrol led by 2LT Terrence Maloney killed one VC and detained a suspect 
carrying a grenade.  In the early afternoon, an ambush patrol led by 2LT Dennis Pridgen (Fort Monroe, Va) killed 
one VC and detained another suspect.  A 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry reconnaissance platoon led by 1LT Marshall 
Jones (Houston, Tex) detained seven suspects in the same area, seven miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Military police of the 11th Brigade commanded by Major John Pittman (Birmingham, Ala), yesterday 
apprehended four suspects outside the brigadeôs base camp. 
   The Americal units reported one US soldier was killed yesterday. 



Volume 1 No. 272 Americal Daily New Sheet Tuesday January 17, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 

   Thursday partly cloudy to cloudy.  There will be intermittent rain throughout the day.  Winds from the 
northeast at 5-10 miles per hour.  High Thursday 80.  Low Thursday night 61. 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï Gunships rained terror from the sky as they played an important role of the dayôs 
activities.  In numerous air-to-ground contacts, the Americal Division helicopters reported killing 18 of the 25 
enemy killed in yesterdayôs action.  Since Jan. 1, 91 Hoi Chanhs have rallied to the governmentôs side, under the 
Chieu Hoi (Open Arms) Program.  This brings the total number of Hoi Chanhs to 1,205 since Army units moved 
into the Chu Lai area on April 20. 
   In operation Wheeler/Wallowa gunships accounted for ten of the 14 VC killed yesterday by units of Americalôs 
196th Brigade in action west of Tam Ky.  Four weapons were also captured in the fighting. 
   Nine of the kills recorded by ñCò troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry were a result of several contacts 
throughout the ñChargersò area of operations. 
   In the largest single incident of the day, the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry observed six VC fleeing from their 
position.  With the support of gunships overhead, the infantrymen moved against the enemy.  After receiving on 
incoming grenade, the ñGuardiansò opened up with automatic weapons fire resulting in four VC kills.  ñCò Troopôs 
ñBlue Ghostò gunships engaged the other two, killing one and wounding the other.  The latter was evacuated to 
Hill 35 for medical treatment and interrogation.  A search of the area disclosed three weapons: an M-16, a Chicom 
bolt action rifle and a carbine.  Also, two hand grenades, two AK-47 clips, four M-14 clips, a pair of field glasses 
and some NVA gear were uncovered.  Another unit found one shotgun, one AK-47 clip, four VC ponchos, six 
boxes of AK-47 ammunition and some medical supplies while searching an area northwest of Tm Ky.  Another 
òGuardianò element detained two suspects, one of which was carrying documents and an M-16 clip.  In other 
ground action, a unit observed one VC running into a hut.  Artillery was called in resulting in a secondary 
explosion and the death of the VC. 
   Gunships blasted enemy ground forces in Americalôs 3rd ñGarry Owenò Brigade of the 1st Air Cavalry area 
yesterday as the skytroopers killed five enemy and ground forces detained nine suspects in action in the Que Son 
Valley. 
   Brigade scout gunships killed two NVA attempting to mine the road between LZs Baldy and Ross three miles 
southwest of LZ Baldy.  Later in the same area, the gunships pursued several guerrillas and killed two VC.  The 
227th Assault Helicopter Battalion killed one VC outside LZ Leslie. 
   The 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry captured 600 pounds of rice one mile northeast of LZ Ross.  another ñGarry 
Owenò unit captured 600 pounds of rice and five NVA gas masks outside LZ Leslie.  Various units detained the 
nine suspects.  The ñBlack Horseò of the 2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry moved into an area about three miles north 
of LZ Leslie and recovered a helicopter downed on January 7th. 
   The Air Force flew 19 tactical air strikes yesterday in support of Americal units and destroyed seven bunkers, 1 
fortified structures, 30 meters of trench line, one anti-aircraft site and a suspected enemy headquarters.  Four of 
the air strikes were flown in support of the 3rd Brigade. 
   Once again gunships swept down from the clear blue sky and accounted for four of the five kills during the day 
for Americalôs 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry in Operation Muscatine. 
   ñAloha Airlinesò of the brigadeôs aviation section, operating southwest of here, observed three VC with weapons 
and engaged them.  The three VC were killed and one rifle was captured.  in the other air action of the day 
ñSharksò gunships of the 174th Aviation Company observed one VC evading.  They downed the VC with a burst 
of machine gun fire. 
   In ground action, a unit operating 12 miles southeast of here killed one VC in an early morning contact. 
   One VC was killed by a unit of Americalôs 198th Brigade in action south ........... 
own yesterday.  In nine area medical visits 1,006 Vietnamese were treatedðthe largest in one day by the ñBrave 
and Bold.ò 
   Elements of Americalôs 11th Brigade reported killing three more VC in action around Duc Pho late Monday 
night. 
   A unit of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry accounted for three kills in the ñJungle Warriorsò only contact.  The unit 
was moving a platoon-size ambush force into place five miles southeast of Duc Pho, When they received fire from 
an undetermined number of enemy.  In three and one-half hours of fighting, the platoon reported killing three Viet 
Cong and detaining one suspect.  The company was led by CPT Sario Caravalho (Ewa Beach, Ha).  In the days 
only other contact, another element of the ñSykeôs Regularsò uncovered 250 pounds of rice, documents and an 
ammunition box full of medical supplies.  The company, commanded by CPT Ernest Medina (Schofield Barracks, 
Ha), was operating three miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Americal Units reported no U.S. soldiers were killed, but six infantrymen were wounded in yesterdays fighting. 
   A Popular Forces unit in Quang Ngai Province received mortar fire late Monday night.  They were located near 
the village of Nghai Hanh and reported no casualties. 
   Americalôs 14th Aviation Battalion, flew 1,150 sorties, carried 468 combat troops and hauled combat troops and 
hauled 318 tons of cargo in support of division units yesterday. 
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        A M E R I C A L   N  E  W S 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL)  
 --Elements of the Americal Division operating in southern I Corps Tactical Zone saw their biggest 
action this week, when they reported killing 120 of the enemy. 
   Operation Muscatine, a multi-battalion operation being conducted in Binh Son and Son Tinh Districts 
of northern Quang Ngai Province, reported its largest single contact since the offensive started in late 
December. 
   An Americal brigade netted 93 enemy kills and the capture of 35 weapons.  Since Muscatine began 
on Dec. 21, 1967, 334 VC and six NVA soldiers have been killed.  Ninety-five individual weapons 
have been captured.  U.S. forces have suffered 21 infantrymen killed and 90 wounded. 
   Operation Wheeler/Wallowa, being conducted in Quang Tin and Quang Nam provinces, claimed 22 
enemy kills.  Since the offensive began in late September, 2,227 VC and 2,230 NVA soldiers have 
been killed.  In that operation 374 US soldiers have been killed and 1,297 wounded.  Other units 
operating south of here claimed the remaining 15 kills of the day. 
   Another record was set yesterday, when the Americal Division surpassed the 10,000 mark in enemy 
kills since April 20, when Army units moved into the Chu Lai area. 
   A sharp contact with the enemy in Operation Muscatine yesterday was responsible for the number 
of enemy kills by Americal Division forces to surpass the 10,000 mark.  Americal's 3rd Brigade, 4th 
Infantry reported killing 83 enemy, 80 of which were killed in one heavy ground action. 
   In the largest action of the day, a company from the 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry operating southeast 
of here in Operation Muscatine came under heavy automatic weapons fire, small arms fire and a 
grenade attack.  At the end of the day 80 enemy bodies were counted, 10 suspects detained, along 
with 35 weapons, three B-40 rockets, 177 grenades and a large amount of ammunition captured.  The 
weapons included 10 M-1 rifles, four BARs, four AK-47s, six M-1 carbines, four M-2 carbines, two 
MAT-49s, one sub-machine gun, one K-50 machine gun, four M-79 grenade launchers, and two .45 
caliber pistols.  
   Later in the afternoon, "Aloha Airlines" observed three VC with weapons and killed them.  A 
company of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry operating 18 miles south of here located one ton of rice in 
fortified structures. 
   In the fishing village of Sa Huynh the 3rd Brigade's S-5 attended a celebration marking the opening 
of a new market place built by the villagers with American aid. 
    In heavy ground fighting 20 miles southeast of here, Americal's 198th Brigade killed nine enemy.  
The ground action saw two Americal Division brigades team up in Operation Muscatine.  Americal's 
3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry recorded 80 enemy kills in the contact. 
   The operation began in the morning and by noon had put the enemy into a trap that left no avenue 
of escape.  After contact was made early yesterday morning one U.S. officer following the action said, 
"The only way the VC could escape would be to walk across the South China Sea." 
   A company from 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry led by CPT Virgil Lee Cone (Fayetteville, N.C.) reported 
contact at 7:15 a.m., with an unknown size VC force.  Supporting gunships moved into- the area and 
two VC were killed.  A few hours later another company led by CPT Sam Booher (Chattanooga, Tenn) 
engaged three more enemy in a tunnel.  The infantrymen killed two VC in the action and detained 
one.  One M-1 carbine was also captured.  An element of the company detained three more suspects 
later in the morning.  Shortly after noon CPT Cone's company again reported contact as they killed 
five more enemy in three brief fire fights. 
   Officials reported that the ground forces blocked the enemy force from the north where they were 
killed by the "Bronco's" 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry.  Officials also reported that most of the enemy 
killed in the Muscatine action yesterday were local force regulars. 
   Civic action soldiers of the "Brave and Bold" treated 503 Vietnamese in five area MEDCAPs 
yesterday. 
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   In Operation Wheeler/Wallowa Americal's 3rd "Garry ??(Owen), of the 1st Air Cavalry killed 17 VC 
and captured more than ten thousand--pounds of rice in the Que Son Valley yesterday. 
   Brigade scouts accounted for 11 VC kills in a search of an area three miles northwest of LZ Ross.  
The 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry killed five enemy in three separate incidents five miles northeast of 
Ross and outside LZ Cole.  Aerial rocket artillery accounted for the other kill.  The 5th Squadron, 7th 
Cavalry captured 1,550 pounds of rice in an area five miles northeast of LZ Ross and the 1st 
Battalion, 35th Infantry captured another 9,000 pounds of rice in the  same area. 
   In other Wheeler/Wallowa action northwest of Tam Ky yesterday, elements of Americal's 196th 
Brigade killed five VC and detained 15 suspects. 
   A unit of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry while searching through some huts discovered a weapon and 
ammunition cache, which included one BAR, three bolt action rifles, one case of 30 caliber 
ammunition, two cases of M-1 ammunition, eleven 60mm mortar rounds, 1,000 rounds of M-60 
ammunition, fifteen 2.5 rockets, some US ponchos and web gear, one NVA canteen and some 
medical supplies.  Another company of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry evacuated 5,000 pounds of rice 
from two separate locations to Hill 35.  "C" Troop's "Blue Ghosts" accounted for two VC kills as they 
fled their aircraft.  Another element of the "Guardians" engaged three VC evading 400 meters from 
their position, resulting in one VC kill.  A US hand grenade was found on the body.  A unit of the 3rd 
Battalion, 21st Infantry and a gunship of the "Blue Ghosts" each accounted for one VC kill. 
   The Americal Division's 11th Brigade killed six VC and detained three suspects in action around Duc 
Pho. 
   In an early morning cordon and search, a reconnaissance platoon from the 1st Battalion, 20th 
Infantry (A Company) of "Syke's Regulars" led by 1LT William Adams (Madison, Ind) surrounded a 
village five miles southeast of Duc Pho.  A mobile strike force looked for the enemy, eight VC were 
flushed out.  Two were killed by Adam's platoon, the strike force killed two and supporting helicopters 
from the 11th's aviation section were responsible for two kills.  Two weapons were captured; a carbine 
and a 9mm pistol. 
   Nearly two tons of rice was found and later evacuated for civil affairs use by a company from the 3rd 
Battalion, 1st Infantry's "Always First" during search and destroy missions 15 miles northwest of Duc 
Pho.  The unit, commanded by CPT Patrick Trinkle (?) (Stonewall-on-the-Hudson, N.Y.), also found 
assorted enemy documents, a VC flag and an enemy gas mask. 
    It was reported yesterday that a small VC force entered a village northeast of Tam Ky and tried to 
kidnap a Popular Forces soldier.  The soldier threw a grenade at the on-coming VC and killed one.  
The rest decided to retreat and abandon their plan. 
   Americal's 14th Aviation Battalion flew 590 sorties, carried 461 combat troops, hauled 166 tons of 
cargo in support of division units yesterday. 
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï Americal soldiers killed 39 enemy in action throughout the division yesterday.  
Government forces killed 18 VC in joint operations with Americal troops and helicopter support. 
   In Operation Wheeler/Wallowa Cav unit attached to Americalôs 196th Brigade, conducting a joint operation with 
ARVN troops, killed 11 VC in an operation north of tam Ky yesterday.  Other elements of the ñChargersò killed four 
VC and detained two, to bring the dayôs body count to 15. 
   ñAò Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry notched the 11 kills in four separate contacts and destroyed five 
camouflaged bunkers.  the 3rd Battalion, 5th ARVN Regiment accounted for three VC killed in the fighting. 
   A company from 3rd Battalion, 31st [sic 3/21] Infantry received small arms fire from four VC 150 meters from 

their position.  The infantrymen returned the fire and killed three of them.  A unit from the 2nd Battalion, 1st 
Infantry killed a VC after receiving small arms fire.  A company from the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry led by 
CPT Daniel R. Nellson (Fairbanks, Alaska) uncovered graves containing seven NVA bodies.  These seven were 
not counted in the enemy body count of the day.)  ñFò Troop, 17th Cavalry detained the VC suspects, who were 
later evacuated to Hill 35 for interrogation. 
   The 3rd ñGarry Owenò Brigade of the 1st Air Cavalry killed eight enemy, detained 23 suspects and captured 
2,050 pounds of rice in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. 
   The 1st Squadron, 8th Cavalry killed eight enemy in seven contacts around LZs Baldy and Ross and the 1st 
Battalion, 7th Cavalry captured another 700 pounds of rice one mile east of LZ Leslie. 
   The combined forces of Americalôs 198th Brigade, infantry, artillery and gunships accounted for 15 kills 
yesterday during Operation Muscatine south of here. 
   During a search and clear mission yesterday morning, a unit of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantryôs ñReady Riflesò 
received sniper fire from the village of An Thanh (1) about 15 miles southeast of here.  The combined forces of 
two elements of the ñReady Riflesò, gunships from Americalôs 176th Aviation Company and a battery of the 1st 
Battalion, 14th Artillery returned the fire. Seven VC were killed by the gunships during the hourðlong battle.  A 
sweep of the area revealed four more enemy bodies and a 1,500 meter-long enemy tunnel.  Two of the four kills 
were credited to the artillery unit an done each to the gunships and infantrymen.  The tunnel, partially filled with 
water, is scheduled to be searched today.  Later last night, a company of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantryôs 
Professionalsò killed two VC and captured an AK-47 rifle northwest of here.  A late report revealed that an 
additional four VC were killed by the 198th, but no details were available. 
   Civic action soldiers of the brigade aided 264 Vietnamese yesterday during six medical visits. 
   No significant action was recorded by Americalôs 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry as ñBroncoò units participated in 
Operation Muscatine.  A joint operation was conducted by elements of the 5th Special Forces and the 4th 
Battalion, 5th ARVN Regiment.  Americal helicopters were instrumental in carrying the troops and giving air 
support.  The ARVN unit recorded 15 VC kills in the operation, which took place 15 miles southeast of Binh Son. 
   The ñJungle Warriorsò of Americalôs 11th Brigade reported one enemy killed in action around Duc Pho. 
   During a search and destroy mission seven miles south of Duc Pho, a company from the 1st Battalion, 20th 
Infantryôs ñSykeôs Regularsò led by CPT Sario Caravalho (Ewa Beach, Ha) received fire from 11 VC.  Artillery from 
a battery of the 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery, commanded by CPT Charles G. Percy (Winter Park, Fla) was called 
in.  A subsequent search of the area uncovered one enemy body. 
   Brigade reconnaissance elements held two suspects after operations south and west of Duc Pho.  one was 
detained after a  
reconnaissance element from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by 1LT John P. Mellon (Hopkinsville, Ky) 
discovered a platoon size base camp about seven miles west of Duc Pho.  The second was detained by a 
reconnaissance platoon of the ñSykeôs Regularsò led by 1LT  William Adams (Madison, Ind) as the suspect 
neared a cave entrance.  Another ñJungle Warriorò unit led by CPT Patrick Trinkle (Stonewall-on-the-Hudson, 
NY0 discovered seven booby trapped 40mm shells 17 miles northwest of Duc Pho.  They also recovered some-
enemy documents and a small cache of rice. 
   Americal units reported three U.S. soldiers were killed and 10 wounded in fighting yesterday. 
   Americalôs 14th Aviation Battalion flew 399 sorties, carried 684 combat troops and hauled 290 tons of cargo in 
support of division units. 
 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
   Partly cloudy Saturday.  there will be a few rain showers in the vicinity.  Variable winds at 8 miles per hour.  High 
Saturday will be 82.  Low Saturday night 70. 
------------AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS SHEET------------- 
          Major General S.W. Koster   Commanding General, Americal Division 
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
   Cloudy Sunday with occasional rain.  Winds from the northeast at 9 miles per hour.  High Sunday 
83.  Low 70. 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï Units of the Americal Division accounted for 27 enemy kills in action centered in 
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa being conducted in Quang Nam and Quang Tin Provinces. 
   Americalôs 3rd ñGarry Owenò Brigade, of the 1st Air Cavalry killed 13 enemy, detained 18 suspects and captured 
1,400 pounds of rice in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. 
   The 1st Battalion, 21st Artillery accounted for eight of the kills yesterday.  Brigade scouts operating two miles 
northeast of LZ Baldy spotted an enemy patrol and called in artillery resulting in the eight kills.  The 1st Squadron, 
9th Cavalry killed two enemy; one NVA one mile east of LZ Ross and one VC two miles northeast of LZ Baldy.  
The 1st Squadron, 7th Cavalry killed one NVA, two VC and uncovered 300 pounds of rice about one mile 
southeast of LZ Leslie. 
   The bulk of the enemy rice was captured by the 4th Squadron, 7th Cavalry at two locations; 600 pounds three 
miles north of LZ Ross and 500 lbs two miles north of LZ Ross. 
   Elements of Americalôs 196th Brigade killed eight VC, two NVA and detained 12 suspects as ñChargerò units 
participated in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   Gunships from ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry killed two NVA.  The enemy were killed as they 
attempted to evade the aircraft.  the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry searched the area and found one Chicom hand 
grenade, one M-1 rifle, two green uniforms and some documents.  ñBlue Ghostò gunships also killed four VC in 
two separate incidents and detained three suspects.  A company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry also killed four 
VC, who were fleeing from the infantrymen.  ñCò Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry engaged four VC about 250 
meters from the Cav position.  A check of the area found one VC wounded, one hand grenade, one ammunition 
pouch and 30 rounds of Chicom ammunition.  The wounded VC was evacuated to the 2nd Surgical Hospital for 
treatment and interrogation.  the Cav unit also detained and evacuated one suspect who was found hiding in a 
bunker.  ñAò Troop of the same unit detained three suspects and found an M-26 hand grenade and 18 rounds of 
M-1 ammunition.  ñFò Troop (F Troop = F/17 Cavalry armor) also evacuated two more suspects and the 4th 
Battalion 31st Infantry detained another.  An element of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry detained a suspect who 

had been following them on their patrol.  The individual had a US bayonet and a flashlight in his possession.  An 
element of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry found two NVA canteens, some documents, and a diary, 
while on a search and destroy mission. 
   The ñJungle Warriorsò of Americalôs 11th Brigade hit enemy supply points and killed four VC in action north and 
south of Duc Pho. 
   In action seven miles north of Duc Pho a company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry commanded by CPT Ernest 
Medina (Schofield Barracks, Ha) spotted a small VC force in the morning.  The unit called in helicopter gunships 
which killed two enemy. (This was reported in error, it was actually D 1/20th).  Another company of the ñSykeôs 
Regularsò, commanded by Sario Caravalho (Ewa Beach, HA) located six graves five miles wet of Duc Pho.  A 
reconnaissance platoon of the ñSykeôs Regularsò under 1LT William Adams (Madison, Ind) burned approximately 
1,000 punji stakes, which they found tied in bundles six miles east of Duc Pho.   
Eight miles northwest of Duc Pho an element of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Patrick M. Trinkle 
(Stonewall-on-the-Hudson, N.Y.) discovered a 155mm booby-trapped round, one radio and a number of 
documents.  Two American Soldiers were wounded by a booby-trapped M-79 round.  In the same area a 
reconnaissance element from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by 1LT John P. Nolan (Hopkinsville, Ky) found 
leaflets urging the Vietnamese to help kill American troops.  A further search netted two radios, one Chicom 
grenade, and documents.  Five suspects were also detained.  Twenty miles northwest of Duc Pho a company 
commanded by CPT Joseph Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.) detained two suspects, on whom they found a number of 
home made bombs and ammunition.  Two US soldiers were wounded by a grenade in the incident.  CPT Stanley 
Wisniewski (Sugar Notch, Pa) led his company to an area about seven miles north of Duc Pho, where they made 
contact with a VC unit of unknown size.  The killed two VC and detained one suspect in the action. 
   In Operation Muscatine, Americalôs 198th reported no enemy kills as they continued operating southeast of 
here. 
   Civic action soldiers of the ñBrave and Boldò treated 363 Vietnamese during five area MEDCAPs yesterday. 
   Three was no enemy contact in Americalôs 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantryôs area of operation yesterday as ñBroncoò 
units participated in Operation Muscatine. 
   Americal Division units reported two U.S. soldiers were killed and 10 wounded in ground action yesterday. 
   Americalôs 14th Aviation Battalion flew 1,083 sorties, carried 1,261 combat troops, and hauled 277 tons of cargo 
in support of division units yesterday. 
 
------------AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS SHEET------------- 
          Major General S.W. Koster   Commanding General, Americal Division 
Information Officer ...........MAJ Patrick H. Dionne 
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Miracle Weather Report 
   Continued partly cloudy with occasional light rain during the morning and night hours.  Winds east north east at 
5 to 10 miles an hour.  Tuesday morning high of 83, low Tuesday night 70. 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï Units of the Americal Division reported 39 enemy were killed in yesterdayôs fighting.  
Over 11 tons of rice were captured by Americal elements in southern I Corps yesterday. Americal forces suffered 
one U.S. infantryman killed and three soldiers wounded in ground fighting. 
   In Operation Wheeler/Wallowa two Americal brigades accounted for 26 enemy kills yesterday.  Since Operation 
Wheeler/Wallowa began in Sept., 4,560 enemy have been killed.  US Forces have suffered 379 soldiers killed 
and 1,308 wounded in the offensive. 
   The Americalô3rd ñGarry Owenò Brigade of the 1st Air Cavalry in operations around LZ Ross yesterday killed 16 
enemy and captured 8,400 pounds of rice during Operation Wheeler/Wallow being conducted in Quang Nam 
Province. 
   The fighting 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry scored 13 enemy kills in a kilometer square area west of LZ Ross.  Aerial 
rocket artillery accounted for two kills in the same area and the 11th Aviation Battalion killed one more Viet Cong 
one mile south of LZ Ross after reacting to automatic weapons fire.  The 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry continued 
collecting rice from the enemy storage holes yesterday when they picked up 8,400 pounds of rice in an area two 
miles north of LZ Ross. 
   The 1st Battalion, 21st Artillery gave fire support to the 2nd ROK Marine Brigade north of Hoi An yesterday.  The 
Marines were credited with 13 kills during the Americal artillery supported operation. 
   Units of Americalôs 196tyh Brigade yesterday killed 10 VC in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa being conducted west 
of Tam Ky in Quang Tin Province.   
   Gunships of Americalôs 176th Aviation Companyôs ñFire Birdsò sank 25 camouflaged sampans about three miles 
north of Tam Ky.  [Historian comment: ñFire Birdsò are the 71st AHC helicopters; the 176th AHC gunships had the 
call sign ñMusketsò so the unit referenced is in question and may be resolved by checking the Division S2/S3 
reports].  ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry killed five VC who were evading in three separate incidents.  A 
company from the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry found three VC hiding in a hut.  they engaged the VC, resulting in 
two VC killed and the third detained.  The unit followed the detained VC to a tunnel where he attempted to throw a 

grenade at the infantrymen.  Before the pin was disengaged the VC was killed.  A unit from the 2nd Battalion 
1st Infantry while on a search and destroy mission found five 60mm mortar rounds and 100 rounds of 
linked .30 caliber ammunition.  All the ammunition was destroyed.  They also found 11,000 pounds of 
rice which was evacuated.  In a late report two VC were killed last night. 
   In Operation Muscatine units reported 10 enemy were killed in action south of here.  Since Operation Muscatine 
began in December 366 enemy have been killed and U.S. Forces have reported 26 infantrymen killed and 97 
wounded. 
   In Operation Muscatine units of Americalôs 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry killed five VC, and one NVA, and captured 
one-half tons of rice. 
   In ground action, units of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry accounted for a total of four VC killed and one NVA.  One 
M-1 carbine and an M-26 hand grenade were captured during the action.  One VC was killed by a company of the 
1st Battalion, 14th Infantry.  The VC was killed when he was attempting to set a booby trap.  One M-26 grenade 
was captured by the battalionôs company. 
   Four Viet Cong were killed yesterday by Americalôs 198th Brigade in action around Chu Lai. 
   Gunships from Americalôs 174th Aviation Company reported killing two enemy yesterday morning, while they 
covered the extraction of two brigade companies.  Another enemy was killed yesterday afternoon by an element 
of the 198th southwest of here.    The body of a VC, killed Saturday by gunships of the 174th Aviation company 
was spotted b a brigade command and control helicopter. 
   Civic action soldiers of the 198th Brigade, conducted 11 area medical visits yesterday.  the 889 Vietnamese, of 
which, more than 700 of these were young children, were from villages and hamlets throughout the brigadeôs area 
of operation. 
   Action was centered north of Duc Pho as Americalôs 11th Brigadeôs ñJungle Warriorsò accounted for three 
enemy kills. 
   Yesterday morning, 18 miles north of Duc Pho, an element of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry commanded by CPT 
Stanley Wisniewski (Sugar Notch, Pa), returned the small arms fire of a small VC unit killing one and detaining 
one.  They pressed the action further and found two more VC in a tunnel complex.  Request to surrender was 
returned with two grenades and the soldiers of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantryôs ñAlways Firstò retaliated.  They 
killed the two VC and Captured uniforms, watches and a carbine locked in a suit case.  Later, they found more 
uniforms, green smoke grenades and 21 unfinished booby traps.  In the same area another company of the 
ñAlways Firstò under CPT Ronald Tumelson (Red Bluff, Calif) detained one suspect.  Close to the end of the day, 
an element of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantryôs ñSykeôs  Regularsò and their commander CPT Barry Jones (Lyons, 
Ga) detained one more suspect carrying a grenade 15 miles south east of Duc Pho. 
   Thirteen air strikes were flown yesterday, but the bomb damage could not be assessed because of smoke and 
foliage. 
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 

No significant change in the weather for tomorrow.  Continued partly cloudy.  Winds easterly at 5-12 
knots.  High for tomorrow 83.  Low will be around 70. 
   AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL-IO)  --- The brigade's of the Americal Division operating southern I Corps Tactical Zone 
reported killing 19 Viet Cong and 33 NVA soldiers in action yesterday.  Americal units reported one U.S. soldier 
was killed and three wounded. 
   The Americal's 196th Brigade reported killing seven VC and 33 NVA soldiers in action northwest of Tam Ky in 
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. 
    An Americal element spotted six NVA while patrolling in the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry's area of operation.  
Spotting more NVA, the patrol discovered they had come in contact with a company size NVA force.  In a brief fire 
fight with the enemy one NVA was killed and one U.S. soldier was wounded.  The patrol was replaced by an alert 
reaction force.  Small arms and automatic weapons fire, artillery and air strikes placed effectively on the NVA 
resulted in an additional 31 NVA kills. 
   A company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry commended by CPT James F. Humphries (Pacific Grove, Calif) 
engaged and killed four VC, who were evading the American position in two separate incidents.  Another 
company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry led by C.T Paul Yurchak (Pittston, Pa) killed two more VC and 
detained two suspects.  A reconnaissance platoon of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry engaged three NVA evading 
resulting in one NVA killed in the Action.  A unit of the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry captured two hand grenades, 15 
rounds of 7.62 ammunition, five 82mm mortar rounds and 57 recoilless rifle rounds during a sweep operation.  A n 
element of the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry observed two VC trying to extinguish a smoke grenade dropped by a 
helicopter from "C" Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry.  The infantry engaged the enemy resulting in one VC 
killed.  A company of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry detained one suspect and "F" Troop, 17th Cavalry detained 
two.  All three were evacuated for interrogation.  A reconnaissance platoon of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry 
evacuated one Hoi Chanh who had rallied to the GVN.  In the most unusual find of the day, an element of the 3rd 
Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT David Spohn Lemoyne, Pa) found a homemade .30 caliber bamboo rifle. 
   The 3rd "Garry Owen" Brigade of the 1st Air Cavalry killed five enemy, detained three suspects and captured six 
tons of rice in Operations Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   In ground action an element of the 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry engaged six enemy about two miles west of LZ 
Baldy killing two.  Brigade scouts killed another three enemy four miles west of LZ Baldy.  Another element of the 
1st Battalion, 35th Infantry captured the six tons of rice in an area three  miles west of LZ Colt. 
   The "Jungle Warriors" of Americal's 11th Brigade killed four VC and detained eight suspects in action around 
Duc Pho. 
   Early yesterday morning a company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry commanded by CPT Stanley Wisnioski 
(Sugar Notch, Pa) were on a search and destroy mission three miles east of Hwy #1 near the village of Lam 
Thoung.  During a pause in their activities, CPL Philip Krouse (Grants Pass, Ore) decided to check out the area.  
He noticed a large pile of rubbish and after probing it noticed a concealed trap door. He attempted to open it , but 
as soon as he did the door was yanked down again.  CPL. Krouse called for assistance and the occupants in the 
tunnel were told to surrender in Vietnamese.  After no reply six rounds were fired through the trap door.  The order 
to come out was again given in Vietnamese and after no response a grenade was dropped into the tunnel.  SGT 
Larry Kaker (Cody, Wyo) then entered the tunnel with a .45 caliber pistol and flashlight.  He found two dead VC 
and detained one suspect.  The tunnel contained extensive surgical supplies, drugs, anti-malaria tablets, 
uniforms, and assorted documents.  The tunnel was destroyed. 
   A reconnaissance platoon of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry (A Company) led by 1LT William Adams (Madison, 
Ind) operating four miles southwest of Duc Pho Killed two VC and captured a Thompson machine gun, a 9mm 
French machine gun and some homemade grenades.  A platoon led by 1LT Christopher H. Lane (Olympia, 
Wash) spotted 30 enemy while operating with a Popular Forces unit one mile south of Duc Pho.  Gunships of the 
Americal's 174th Aviation Company gave chase to the enemy on the ground.  Artillery was called in and later 
blood trails were found in the hills west of Hwy #1.  In the search after the barrage, two suspects were detained by 
the unit.  Another company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, commanded by CPT Joe Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.) 
picked up three suspects from a food carrying party while operating five miles west of Duc Pho.  In operations 12 
miles northwest of Duc Pho an element of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry's "Always First" led b y CPT Patrick 
Trinkle (Stone-wall-on-the-Hudson, N.Y.) discovered and enemy base camp with natural caves big enough for 15 
individuals.  Two-hundred pounds of rice, six pairs of pajamas, and medical supplies were uncovered.   The unit 
could not destroy the caves and artillery was called in. 
   Three VC were killed yesterday by Americal's 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry as "Bronco" units participated in 
Operation Muscatine.  The offensive is being conducted southwest of here. 
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
Partly cloudy Friday winds variable at 10 miles per hour.  Brief rain showers expected.  Becoming 
increasingly cloudy Friday night.  High Friday 83.  Low Friday night 67. 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)ðUnits of the Americal Division reported killing 15 enemy in a day highlighted by 
the discovery of a large communication cache by a unit operating northwest of Tam Ky in Operation 
Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   Charlieôs going to be late tomorrow, we found his alarm clocks yesterday! 
   A unit of Americalôs 196th Brigade uncovered two camouflaged huts four hundred meters apart which contained 
a large cache of enemy communication equipment 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky yesterday.  The find was made 
by a company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT Paul N. Yurchak (Pittston, Pa) 
   The cache of communication equipment was compiled of six PRC-25 radios, eight telephone sets, six radios, 
two generators, 20 varied antenna sets and parts, several testers, voltage and ampmeters, two transistor 
receivers and one circuit board, three switchboard sets, one automatic sending key base, and a few assorted 
items of electrical and radio equipment, including two alarm clocks. 
   Elsewhere in the ñChargerôsò area 196th elements killed eight VC, detained three suspects and captured two 
weapons in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   A company of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT E. Calvin Moore (San Rafael, Calif), killed one VC and 
detained one suspect while on a cordon and search operation.  A check of the area uncovered two K-44 rifles 
hidden in some bushes.  Along with the weapons the company found two ammunition pouches, one gray uniform, 
10 rounds of small arms ammunition, one wallet and two ponchos.  Another company of the same battalion led by 
CPT Jose R. Feliciano (Balt, Md) engaged three VC southwest of the companyôs position, resulting in one VC 
killed.  On the body was found 8,715 piasters and some documents which were evacuated. 
   ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry killed three VC evading their aircraft in two separate incidents yesterday. 
   A company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT James F. Humphries (Pacific Grove, Calif) killed one 
VC and a reconnaissance patrol killed two more.  Another company from the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry found a 
small equipment cache containing one poncho, six bags of bandages, three ammunition pouches and one 
helmet.  ñFò Troop, 17th Cavalry detained one individual who was evacuated for interrogation. 
   The Americal Divisionôs 11th Brigade scored three enemy kills and detained nine suspects yesterday in 
operations north and south of Duc Pho. 
   Yesterday morning a company form the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Joe Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.) 
received automatic weapons fire from what appeared to be an observation post.  CPT Rhinehartôs company 
returned fire and the enemy fled leaving his supplies scattered on the ground and in baskets tied in tree branches.  
Later the company detained one suspect dressed in Monks robes and carrying no identification 10 miles 
northwest of Duc Pho. 
   A reconnaissance platoon of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by 1LT John P. Nolan (Hopkinsville, Ky), killed 
one VC 12 miles northwest of Duc Pho.  They also detained eight suspects, two of which were pulled form well 
concealed spider holes. 
   Twenty miles northwest of Duc Pho, a company from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Stanley 
Wisniewski (Sugar Notch, Pa) discovered a large tunnel complex.  In other ground action a company led by CPT 
Ronald J. Tumelson (Red Bluff, Calif), operating 13 miles north of Duc Pho uncovered a cache of AK-44 grenades 
and a 160mm mortar round. 
  After a brief fire fight a reconnaissance platoon from the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, led by 1LT William Adams 
(Madison, Ind) killed two enemy soldiers, one in a green uniform and one wearing gray.  They also captured a .45 
caliber pistol and documents seven miles southwest of Duc Pho. 
   Two enemy, one VC and one NVA, were killed yesterday by elements of Americalôs 198th Brigade. 
   Infantrymen of a company from the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry killed one NVA soldier and detained an NVA 
officer south of here in an ambush early yesterday morning.  The NVA officer was wounded and evacuated to 2nd 
Surgical Hospital for treatment.  Two weapons, a .45 caliber pistol and an M-1 carbine were captured in the 
action. 
   One VC was killed by a brigade infantry unit operating southwest of here.  Two detainees were taken into 
custody in the action.  Three other brigade elements reported receiving scattered enemy sniper fire throughout the 
198thôs area of operations. 
   Civic action soldiers of the ñBrave and Boldò treated 415 Vietnamese in six area medical visits yesterday. 
   The Americalôs 3rd ñGarry Owenò Brigade, of 1st Air Cavalry killed one VC in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa 
yesterday. 
   In Operation Muscatine an element of Americalôs 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry reported killing one VC in action 
southwest of here. 
   Americal units reported that three U.S. soldiers were killed and 11 wounded in the dayôs fighting. 
   Americalôs 14th Aviation Battalion flew 672 sorties, carried 478 combat troops and hauled 43 tons of cargo in 
support of division units yesterday. 
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 

  Partly cloudy with showers in the morning.  Winds east to northeasterly at 8-10 knots.  Low in the 
morning 70.  High tomorrow after noon around 82. 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï Yesterdayôs activities regained momentum as units of the Americal 
Division reported killing 19 Viet Cong, while operating throughout the southern I Corps.  American 
forces listed one U.S. soldier killed and 22 infantrymen wounded. 
   Two companies of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry are working in conjunction with the 5th and 6th 
ARVN Regiments, who are operating in the Tam Ky area. 
   Units of Americalôs 196th Brigade reported killing 10 and detaining 44 suspects in action west of 
Tam Ky during Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. 
   A company from the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry, commanded by CPT Dennis A. Leach (Fairmont, 
Minn), observed four Viet Cong hiding in a bush.  The four were forced out and tried to escape, 
resulting in four VC killed.  ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry killed one VC who was attempting 
to evade. They also destroyed one camouflaged sampan.  An element of the 4th Battalion, 31st 
Infantry commanded by CPT William L. Spear (Ottowa, Iowa) spotted four VC running into a tunnel.  A 
member of the unit entered the tunnel and killed one of the four, when one VC tried to kill him.  
Another VC was detained after trying to escape out of the back exit of the tunnel.  After commands to 
the remaining two failed to bring them out, a hand grenade was thrown into the tunnel resulting in two 
more VC killed.  In the eight foot long tunnel was found several rounds of AK-47, K-44, and M-16 
ammo.  The tunnel was later destroyed.  Later, the same company saw four VC running about 600 
meters from their position.  Artillery was called in resulting in two VC killed. 
   No significant action was reported by the 3rd ñGarry Owenò Brigade of the 1st Air Cavalry yesterday. 
   One VC was killed by the infantrymen of the Americalôs 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry yesterday. 
  Action increased yesterday south of Chu Lai as Americalôs 198th Brigade reported killing four Viet 
Cong. 
   Early yesterday morning an Americal Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol discovered the body of a 
VC in a VC burial mound.  The kill was credited to the brigade artillery. 
   The action in Operation Muscatine 13 miles southeast of Chu Lai claimed two enemy kills.  A patrol 
from the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry killed one VC who had attempted to flee after warning shots were 
fired.  Americalôs 176th Aviation Company reported killing one enemy while in support of the 198th 
Brigade.  An element of the 198th operating southeast of Chu Lai came upon two Viet Cong who were 
preparing mines and booby traps.  The VC fled the area leaving behind six 105mm rounds and seven 
hand grenades.   The same element also uncovered 250 pounds of rice and some enemy arms 
ammo during a search and destroy mission. 
   Units of Americalôs 11th Brigade killed four VC in action around the Duc Pho area yesterday. 
   A cordon and search late afternoon by an element of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry, commanded by 
CPT Stanley Wisniewski (Sugar Notch, Pa) detained 30 suspects.  The village chief, who 
accompanied the unit, identified the suspects.  A company of the same Battalion, commanded by CPT 
Ronald Tumelson (Red Bluff, Calif) killed two VC.  The unit was operating eight miles northwest of 
Duc Pho.  One VC was killed by an element of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, who were on a search 
and destroy mission.  The company is commanded by CPT Sario Caravalho (Ewa Beach, Ha).  Eight 
other suspects were picked up during the days activities.  One other VC was killed late Thursday and 
was not included in Fridayôs body count. 
 
------------AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS SHEET------------- 
          Major General S.W. Koster        Commanding General, Americal Division 
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 

   Tuesday partly cloudy to fair.  No significant change foreseen.  Winds north-northeast at 5-10 miles 
per hour.  High Tuesday 81.  Low Tuesday night 62.    

AMERICAL   DIVISION   NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) Operation Muscatine forces accounted for 22 of the total 38 enemy killed 
yesterday by units of the Americal Division located in southern I Corps.  Americal units reported that 
two U.S. soldiers were killed and seven wounded in yesterdayôs fighting. 
   Americalôs 198th Brigade killed 22 VC in Operation Muscatine south of Chu Lai, including 17 in one 
brief battle.  One other enemy was killed by a unit not participating in Operation Muscatine. 
   A company of the 1st Battalion 52nd Infantry on a mid-afternoon sweep near Dong Lo(5) came 
under heavy automatic weapons and sniper fire  Gunships from Americalôs 176th Aviation Company 
were called into support the action.  A search later in the afternoon revealed that 10 enemy had been 
killed by gunships and an additional seven by the company commanded by C.T. Virgil L. Cone 
(Fayetteville, N.C.) 
   Earlier in the morning elements of the 198th operating further south combined to kill three VC in two 
separate actions.  Additionally a cache totaling 3,200 pounds of rice was captured and evacuated.  
Two more enemy were killed just before dusk yesterday when two machine gunners from a company 
led by C.T. Gary Coldman (Columbus, Ga) spotted two bushes making a slight movement.  They fired 
into the bushes killing two VC and several more ñBushesò fled after the initial burst of fire. 
   In other Operation Muscatine actions company of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry received automatic 
weapons fire while on a search and clear mission 10 miles southeast of here.  No enemy were killed 
but a search of the area uncovered VC medical supplies and one .45 caliber sub-machine gun. 
Another search and clear mission southwest of here uncovered six enemy mortar rounds. 
   Elsewhere in the ñBrave and Boldò area, the command and control helicopter of the 1st Battalion, 
46th Infantry killed one VC after receiving a sniperôs round through its rotor blade. 
   Seven enemy were killed yesterday by Americalôs 196th Brigade as ñChargerò units conducted 
ground operations in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   ñFò Troop, 17th Cavalry captured 16,700 pounds of rice which was later evacuated from an area 
west of Tam Ky. 
   A company of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Jose R. Feliciano (Baltimore, Md) killed four 
VC who were evading the companyôs position.  A platoon from ñFò Troop, 17th Cavalry killed one VC 
and artillery fire from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery accounted for two VC kills. 
   Three tactical air strikes were flown in the 196th area yesterday and six fortified structures and one 
bunker were destroyed. 
   Four VC were reported killed by Americalôs 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry in ground action yesterday. 
   Elements of Americalôs 11th Brigade recorded three VC killed and 17 suspects were detained in 
action around Duc Pho yesterday. 
   Nine miles north of Duc Pho a company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Joe Rhinehart 
(Canton, N.C.) killed two VC and detained three suspects who had hidden in a gulley.  A 
reconnaissance platoon from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by 1LT John P. Nolan (Hopkinsville, 
Ky) killed an enemy soldier and detained a suspect who had no identification.  The unit is operating six 
miles north of Duc Pho. 
   The ñJungle Warriorsò Military Police acted on a tip from the Duc Pho National Police and 
apprehended four suspects who attempted to sell two M-1 carbines and ammunition. 
   In action 10 miles southwest of Duc Pho a company from the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry captured 
one ton of rice, 19 rounds of M-16 ammunition and detained a suspect.  The company is commanded 
by CPT Sario Caravalho (Ewa Beach, Ha). 
   ñAò Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry accounted for one enemy killed in action yesterday, west of 
Tam Ky. 
------------AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS SHEET------------- 
          Major General S.W. Koster 
     Commanding General, Americal Division 
Information Officer ...........MAJ Patrick H. Dionne 
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 

Generally mild Wednesday with possible precipitation during the early morning or late afternoon.  
Winds from the southeast at 5 to 10 miles an hour.  Wednesdayôs high temperature of 82.  Low 
Wednesday night 68.  

A M E R I C A L   D I V I S I O N   N E W S 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï Brigades of the Americal Division operating in southern I Corps reported 
killing 18 Viet Cong in action yesterday.  One U.S. soldier was wounded in the dayôs activities. 
   Action was reported yesterday in Americalôs 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantryôs area of operation.  The 
fighting resulted in seven enemy killed and three suspects detained. 
   Early this morning an element of the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry discovered four enemy bodies killed 
by artillery the previous evening.  Later in the day, a company from the 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry 
engaged one VC killing him.  A short distance away the company observed one more VC hiding in a 
cave.  The enemy refused to surrender and was killed.  The unit also observed three VC with 
weapons attempting to hide from the advancing infantrymen.  The enemy were taken under fire and 
one was killed.  While sweeping a road an element of the 4th Engineer Battalion detained three 
suspects. 
   Contact was reported throughout Americalôs 196th area of operations yesterday.  Eight enemy were 
killed in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   The 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery, ñFlying Red Horsemenò, killed four VC in their support of the 
ñChargersò mission.  A company from the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, commanded by CPT Jose R. 
Feliciano (Baltimore, Md) killed two VC hiding in a spider hole. They also detained three suspects and 
found an AK-47, documents, a pistol belt, and three Browning Automatic Rifle magazines.   ñCò Troop, 
7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry flying in support of the 196th infantrymen killed two VC, who were wearing 
web gear and carrying weapons.  they also destroyed six camouflaged sampans later in the day.  An 
element of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Eugene C. Moor (San Rafael, Calif) found one 
M-1 carbine, 50 rounds of .30 caliber ammunition and one Chicom grenade. 
   Four Tactical air strikes were flow yesterday.  They destroyed one bunker, 22 fortified structures, 
while damaging 16 fortified structures and causing one secondary explosion. 
   Two enemy were killed by Americalôs 198th Brigade in contacts in Operation Muscatine south of 
Chu Lai yesterday. 
   One enemy was killed by an element of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry about 22 miles south of here.  
The other Viet Cong was found by infantrymen of another company of the same battalion.  He was 
killed during search and destroy missions late Sunday. 
   Civic action soldiers of the brigade treated 361 Vietnamese in four area medical visits yesterday. 
   Contacts with the enemy resulted in one enemy kill for Americalôs 11th Brigade in action around Duc 
Pho yesterday. 
   Yesterday morning three miles east of Duc Pho an element of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, 
commanded by CPT Sario Caravalho (Ewa Beach, Ha), spotted a VC trying to take cover from the on 
coming infantrymen.  He was ordered out of the tunnel and when he refused a grenade was thrown 
into the tunnel killing him.  The company later detained a suspect five miles southeast of Duc Pho.  He 
was detained after being discovered in a tunnel, which also held medical supplies, one M-1 clip and 
some VC documents.  Another company of the ñSykeôs Regularsò were involved in a fire fight and 
detained two suspects.  Two grenades and some VC propaganda material were found on one of the 
detainees.  The unit was operating four miles southwest of Duc Pho.  A company from the 3rd 
Battalion, 1st Infantry, commanded by CPT Stanley Wisniewki (Sugar Notch, Pa), found documents 
and freshly dug tunnels during operations 13 miles- northwest of Duc Pho. 
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
  There will be no significant change in the weather for Saturday.  Winds will be 5-10 knots from the 
east.  High 90.  Low will be around 69. 
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FROM GEN. WESTMORELAND 
  Results of Operation Wheeler/Wallowa contact two miles west of Tam Ky on February 27 indicate 
professional action by 1/1 Armored Cavalry and supporting units.  Congratulations to all. 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï Americal Division forces accounted for 49 enemy killed and 29 soldiers wounded 
and medevaced. 
   In contacts in the western portion of Americalôs 196th area of operations, brigade elements killed 31 enemy and 
detained nine suspects in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   A reconnaissance platoon called for artillery, killing nine NVA. 
   A company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT Dennis Leach (Fairmont, Minn), killed five VC evading.  
Another 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry company led by CPT Cecil H. Oxford (Corpus Christi, Texas), killed eight VC. 
   An Americal Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol killed two VC and captured one SKS rifle and one AK-47 rifle. 

   A 2nd Battalion 31st (typo: should be 1st not 31st Infantry company, commanded by CPT Jose R. 
Feliciano (Baltimore, Md), found and destroyed a cave and evacuated some cooking utensils.  They 
also found 300 pounds of rice and 200 small bottles of medicine with syringes, which were evacuated 
to ñCharger Hill.ò Another company of the battalion found five NVA bodies.  A MEDCAP unit of the 
battalion treated 200 Vietnamese yesterday. 
   A company of the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry killed two VC. 
   In air activity yesterday, ten tactical air strikes were flown support of the brigade resulting in two fortified 
structures destroyed. 
   ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry while flying in support of Americalôs 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry reported 
killing three VC in three separate contacts in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa.  The three contacts occurred four miles 
northeast of Thang Binh, four miles southeast of Thang Binh and five miles southeast of Thang Binh. 
   No significant contact was reported by the Americalôs 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry in their area of Operation 
Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   An early morning combat assault by a company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry resulted in ten kills and three 
suspects detained.  Other units of Americalôs 11th Brigade, added three enemy soldiers killed an detained three 
additional suspects in action in Operation Muscatine and the Duc Pho areas. 
   An ñAlways Firstò company led by CPT Joe Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.) also found ten new bunkers with log 
fortifications overhead while sweeping an area ten miles northwest of Duc Pho.  Two men who appeared to be 
guarding the structures were apprehended by the platoon led by 1LT Kenneth Aller (Wachung, N.J.), Engineers 
were called in to destroy the bunker. Another company of the battalion, commanded by CPT Robert Dickson 
(Decatur, Ga), killed one evading Viet Cong 12 miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Companies of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry in Operation Muscatine killed one evading VC and detained three 
suspects.  A medical team from the 3rd Infantry led by CPT David E. Shanks (Saskatoon, Sask), treated 241 
Vietnamese patients in a village eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   The security platoon led by 1LT A.C. Maxon (Wichita, Kan), from the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry killed one VC 
and found an M-26 hand grenade a half mile north of Say Huynh. 
   Two Viet Cong were reported killed by Americalôs 198th Brigade and three suspects were detained in action 
near Chu Lai. 
   The command and control helicopter of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry killed two VC four miles west of here.  
Later, in the day Warrant Officer Don Kenton (Dover, Del), attached to the brigadeôs aviation section, spotted 
three men in the field south of here.  When Kenton brought his OH-23 helicopter down for a closer look the three 
men fled.  Mr. Kenton chased them into the arms of a company of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry who were on a 
search and clear mission in the area. 
   The Americalôs 14th Aviation Battalion, flew 675 sorties, carried 216 combat troops and hauled 260 tons of 
cargo in support of division units yesterday. 
   Americalôs Province Emergency Coordinating Committee delivered 30 cubic yards of sand and 40 bags of 
cement to Khoung Nhon Refugee Hamlet, Ly Tin District.  Hamlet residents began construction on a new school 
which was destroyed by the Viet Cong.  Twenty bags of cement, 30 board feet of lumber were given to the 
residents of Ly Tin District to repair the damage caused by the VC.  A total of 300 pounds of food and 55 pounds 
of clothing was provided to the residents of Khoung My Hamlet.  Seven hundred and fifty pounds of rice was 
turned over to GVN officials in Quang Nam Province to distribute to needy families. 
   Reconstruction has began on the Phu Houng Hamlet school in Que Son District.  Americal forces provided 
12,000 board feet of lumber to rebuild the school which was destroyed by the Viet Cong. 
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT  
   Continued cloudy with intermittent light rain Monday morning.  Winds northeasterly at 10 knots per 
hour.  Mondayôs high 78.  Low 65. 
The Armyôs most decorated unit celebrated its 135th anniversary yesterday at its base camp on ñHawk Hillò 
   The Americal Divisionôs 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry was originally formed in 1833 and has a proud heritage 
symbolized by sixty-eight Battle Honors. 
   In yesterdayôs ceremony 19 Silver Stars, 10 Bronze Stars and 17 Vietnamese Crosses of Gallantry were 
awarded to Cavalrymen. 
   Major General S.W. Koster, Americal Division commanding general, congratulated the ñhard charging men for 
your mobility and overall force of the unit.ò 

Miracle Division In Combat Action 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)ð Americal Division forces killed 57 enemy soldiers in action throughout southern I 
Corps yesterday.  Americal units suffered two soldiers killed and seven infantrymen sounded and evacuated for 
treatment. 
   Operations in Americalôs 196th Brigade resulted in a 31 enemy body count for ñChargerò elements participating 
in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. 
   A unit of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry found graves containing 11 NVA killed by small arms fire. A company of 
the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry led by 1LT Homer Krout (Hopewell, Va), discovered graves containing one VC 
and four NVA killed by artillery.  They also killed one NVA and captured two Chicom hand grenades. 
   A 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry company led by CPT Cecil H. Oxford (Corpus Christi, Texas), killed two VC.  A 
reconnaissance platoon from the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry killed one VC and three NVA soldiers.  CPT Dennis 
A. Leachôs (Fairmont, Minn), company killed four VC.  A 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry company led by CPT Douglas 
J. Greenlaw (Michigan City, Ind), killed one NVA and captured one pack, four Chicom hand grenades, and one 
box of .50 caliber ammunition.  A reconnaissance patrol accounted for two NVA kills.  The brigades command 
and control helicopter killed one NVA soldier. 
   Friday a unit of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry led by CPT William L. Speer (Ottawa, Kan), found 1,470 rounds of 
12.7 ammunition, two boxes of A-30 batteries, and a bunker complex.  Yesterday the company found another 
bunker complex with five bunkers and 55 foxholes with connecting trenches.  All were destroyed or filled in. 
   In other Operation Wheeler/Wallowa action, ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry, while flying in support of 
Americalôs 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry, killed seven Viet Cong yesterday. 
   Elements of Americalôs 198th Brigade reported killing eight Viet Cong in action south of Chu Lai.  
   Companies of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry killed the eight VC and captured three individual and one crew-
served weapon. 
   Action in Americalôs 11th Brigadeôs area of operation resulted in 1 enemy killed, eight suspects detained and 
one weapon captured. 
   A combat assault by a Task Force Barker company of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry eight miles northwest of 
Quang Ngai in the Operation Muscatine area netted five VC kills.  ñSharkò gunships from the 17th [sic 174th] 
Aviation Company flying in support of the 3rd Infantry company killed two enemy shortly after the assault began.  
Later in the morning the company commanded by CPT Earl R.   
Michles (Pocahontas, Ark), encountered and killed three Viet Cong and captured an M-2 carbine, and three 
Chicom hand grenades.  Another company of Task Force Barker led by CPT Ernest Medina (Schofield Barracks, 
Ha), apprehended two suspects after a booby trap they were rigging exploded nine miles north of Quang Ngai. 
   A small Vietnamese boy led a military police unit commanded by SSG Lones R. Warran (Taylors, S.C.), to an 
ordinance cache eight miles north of Quang Ngai.  The haul included 47 pounds of TNT, 26 M-79 rounds, seven 
60mm mortar rounds, six rifle grenades, a claymore mine and 300 rounds of small arms ammunition. 
   Three evading VC were killed early yesterday morning by a company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry during 
operations six miles northwest of Duc Pho.  Later the company led by CPT Ronald Tumelson (Red Bluff, Calif), 
uncovered nearly 8,000 pounds of rice. The rice was evacuated for Civil Affairs use.  The unit also evacuated a 
suspect found in a 60 foot long tunnel. 
   An ambush from an ñAlways Firstò company commanded by CPT Joe Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.), halted two 
suspects nine miles northwest of Duc Pho.  The two attempted to escape arms fire during a sweep three miles 
north of Duc Pho.  A brief exchange of fire left two VC dead. 
   Another company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry detained four suspects and found an M-26 hand grenade 13 
miles northwest of Duc Pho.  In the same area Robert Dickson (Decatur, Ga), uncovered a booby trap.  When it 
was destroyed a secondary explosion occurred. 
   APCs from ñFò [?sic] Troop, 1st Cavalry attached to the 3rd Battalion, 4th Infantry ten manikin like straw 
dummies in a field two miles north of Duc Pho.  the figures looked like soldiers bending over with weapons.  When 
the troops commanded by 2LT Chris Lane (Olympia, Wash), moved in for a closer look three men fled from 
behind the manikins.  The VC have used this tactic often with the addition of mines and booby traps planted 
around the straw men. 
      ----------------AMERICAL NEWS SHEET--------------------- 
          MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General        Commanding General, Americal Division 
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
   Partly cloudy Tuesday with occasional rain throughout the day.  Winds from the northeast at 6-10 
knots per hour.  High Tuesday 78.  Low Tuesday night 63. 
------------AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS-------------- 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï A lull in fighting was reported by Americal Division forces yesterday as 
they recorded 26 kills.  Americal units sustained one soldier killed and two wounded and evacuated 
for treatment. 
   In Operation Wheeler/Wallowa elements of Americalôs 196th Brigade killed eight Viet Cong and four 
NVA soldiers yesterday. 
   A company of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry commanded by 1LT Douglas J. Greenlaw (Michigan 
City, Ind), found a weapons cache containing four Chicom machine guns, 160 rounds of 60mm 
mortars, one 122mm rocket, four 57mm recoilless rifle rounds, two 122mm mortar rounds, two boxes 
of warheads for 60mm mortar and assorted small arms ammunition.  In ground fighting a company of 
the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry led by 1LT Homer Krout (Hopewell, Va), killed three NVA soldiers and 
captured one AK-47.  The other NVA kill was recorded by a unit of the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry. 
   In other ñChargerò action a unit of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry killed two VC, CPT Cecil H. Oxfordôs 
(Corpus Christi, Texas), company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry accounted for three VC kills. 
   Gunships from ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry while flying in support of ñChargerò ground 
elements reported killing three Viet Cong. 
   In other Operation Wheeler/Wallowa action units of Americalôs 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry operating 
in Quang Tin Province reported killing five enemy soldiers. 
   ñBò Troop of the 1st Cavalry accounted for four of the kills and ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th 
Cavalry was responsible for the other kill. 
   In action around Chu Lai two enemy were killed by the 1st Battalion, 14th Artillery as they supported 
Americalôs 198th Brigade Infantry companies yesterday. 
   Civic action soldiers of the ñBrave and Boldò treated 170 Vietnamese during four area medical visits 
yesterday. 
   Action in the Operation Muscatine area and in the Duc Pho area in Quang Ngai Province netted the 
ñJungle Warriorsò of Americalôs 11th Brigade seven enemy soldiers killed and five suspects detained. 
   In the Task Force Barker area, a 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry company commanded by CPT Earl 
Michles (Pocahontas, Ark), came under attack by an unknown size enemy force about mid-afternoon.  
After a mortar barrage which lasted 15 minutes the company moved against enemy small arms fire 
and killed two Viet Cong.  Gunships from ñPrimo Aviation Limitedò, the brigadeôs aviation section, were 
called in and a ship piloted by Warrant Officer Jerry Mills (Los Angeles, Calif), and Warrant Officer 
Carl Lackey (Phoenix, Ariz), killed four enemy soldiers and captured a BAR.  Also northwest of Quang 
Ngai a company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry commanded by CPT Jerry Shelton (Lincolnton, 
N.C.), detained one suspect who was hiding in a hedgerow. 
   Northeast of Duc Pho elements of a company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Ronald 
Tumelson (Red Bluff, Calif), encountered and killed a VC who ran across their front.  A search of the 
area covered four freshly built camouflaged punji its and five more under construction. 
   CPT John A. Gonzalesô (Queens Village, N.Y.), company (D) of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry 
detected movement in some bushes and detained a suspect who did not have an I.D. card.  Two 
suspects were detained by a company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry when a carton of gunpowder 
was found in their hut.  The company led by CPT Sario Caravalho (Ewa Beach, Ha), also discovered 
the possible site of an enemy of an enemy hospital containing numerous medical supplies in an area 
six miles southeast of Duc Pho. 
   Americalôs 14th Aviation Battalion flew 1,909 sorties, carried 1,197 combat troops and hauled 282 
tons of cargo in support of division units yesterday. 
 



Vol. 1. No.  320 Tuesday March 5, 1968            AMERICAL  
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
   Cloudy to partly cloudy with little chance of showers.  Easterly winds at 6 to 10 knots per hour.  
Wednesday a high temperature of 80.  Low Wednesday night 68.    
                AMERICAL DIVISION IN ACTION 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï Action increased sharply yesterday in the Americal Division as 81 enemy 
soldiers were killed in fighting centered in the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area in the northern portion of Quang 
Tin Province.  Americal forces suffered 14 soldiers killed and 50 wounded and evacuated for treatment. 
   Several base camps and fire support bases in southern I Corps came under mixed rocket, mortar, recoilless rifle 
and small arms fire early Monday morning.  Damage from the attacks was termed as light.  The Chu Lai complex 
received ten rounds of 82mm mortars and an undetermined number of rocket rounds plus recoilless rifle and 
small arms fire. 
   Cavalrymen of Americalôs 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry and supporting gunships accounted for 50 Viet Cong and 18 
NVA soldiers killed in action west and northwest of Tam Ky in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. 
   In an early morning contact ñAò Troop, 1st Cavalry killed eight VC four miles west of Tam Ky.  The heaviest 
fighting of the day occurred in the afternoon.  While searching for possible launch sites where enemy forces fired 
rockets and mortars at the Tam Ky base Sunday night, ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry observed a well dug-
in enemy force.  As gunships engaged the enemy from the air ñCò Troop, 1st Cavalry made a ground assault on 
the enemy positions.  ñC ñ Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry was responsible for 18 NVA kills. When the fighting 

broke off in the late afternoon ñCò Troopôs, 1st Cavalry total enemy body count stood at 38 Viet Cong killed.  A 
company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry operating in the same area killed another four Viet Cong. 
   Seven enemy were killed yesterday by elements of Americalôs 196th Brigade and ñChargerò units continued to 
find large enemy caches of supplies and equipment in the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area. 
   An Americal Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol was attacked by an estimated 60 NVA yesterday morning.  
Fire was returned resulting in two NVA killed. 
   A unit of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry found 1,500 pounds of rice.  Action in the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantryôs area 
saw a company led by 1LT Douglas J. Greenlaw (Michigan City, Ind), uncover a cache containing one 60mm 
mortar tube, one RPG rocket launcher, one Chicom sub-machine gun, one light machine gun and 250 boxes of 
Chicom 7.62mm ammunition.  Another 1st Infantry company led by CPT. John T. Thomason (Severnia Park, Me), 
found a bunker complex consisting of 20 two-man foxholes with 600 pounds of demolition compound, and three 
boxes of mixed small arms ammunition inside.  Later the company found nine NVA gas masks, 26 NVA packs, 34 
Chicom hand grenades, 52 sets of NVA fatigues, 25 AK-47 magazines, 75 time fuses, 400 blasting caps, 11 sets 
of NVA web gear, 100 pounds of medical supplies, 6,000 pounds of rice, three M-79 rounds 400 pounds of 
demolitions, ten six (Contôd Page 3 Column 1) ounce bottles of nitroglycerin, one pack full of maps and 
documents, one set of surgical equipment, 1,950 AK-47 rounds, 200 rounds of 22 caliber ammunition, 20 rounds 
of M-16 ammunition and one Chicom radio.  Another 1st Infantry unit found one NVA soldier killed by artillery. 
   A company of the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry led by CPT Robert S. Henderson (Reno, Nev), killed one NVA 
soldier and captured two Chicom hand grenades, 100 rounds of carbine ammunition and 200 rounds of 50 caliber 

ammunition.  They also found two NVA soldiers that had been killed by artillery.  A reconnaissance element 
from the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry killed one VC and detained one suspect. 
   Nine tactical air strikes were flown in the 196th area resulting in five fortified structures, one automatic weapons 
position and eight bunkers destroyed. 
   ñJungle Warriorsò of Americalôs 11th Brigade discovered numerous tunnel complexes south of Duc Pho 
yesterday.  Enemy contacts resulted in six VC killed and 12 suspects detained. 
   LZ Bronco received approximately 50 rounds of 82mm mortar fire Sunday night.  The VC also hit a Duc Pho 
refugee camp with demolitions and C-4.  Four males were kidnapped and 340 residents were left homeless.  Civic 
action teams have provided food and shelter until the Vietnamese camp can be repaired. 
   Operations two miles northeast of Duc Pho netted a reconnaissance element from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry 
five enemy killed, nine suspects detained, seven hand grenades and one radio captured.  Six Viet Cong hiding in 
a spider hole were engaged yesterday morning and the reconnaissance platoon led by 1LT John Nolan 
(Hopkinsville, Ky), killed three and detained three.  Moving toward the beach, the unit encountered five move VC, 
two were killed and three detained. 
   A lone VC tripped a flare set by an ambush patrol from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry and the enemy soldier was 
killed.  Another company of the ñAlways Firstò Battalion destroyed two homemade bombs. 
   Companies from the ñSykes Regulars, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry discovered 13 well camouflaged tunnels 
yesterday.  A Company led by CPT Sario Caravalho (Ewa Beach, Ha), found a dozen of the tunnels, the largest, 
being a 70 meter ñSò shaped structure.  Another company of the 20th Infantry uncovered an underground complex 
with wooden supports.  Two suspects found near the tunnel were detained for questioning.  A Chicom hand 
grenade, small arms and machine gun ammunition were also found. 
   Two suspects were apprehended in Operation Muscatine, one dressed in a khaki uniform and the other carrying 
an axe. 
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
   Partly cloudy Thursday.  No precipitation foreseen.  Winds light and variable.  High Thursday 81.  
Low Thursday night 72. 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS: 82 ENEMY KILLED YESTERDAY 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï For the second day Americal forces participating in Operation 
Wheeler/Wallowa saw the heaviest fighting.  The units operating in the northern section of Quant Tin 
and the southern portion of Quang Nam provinces accounted for 80 of the total 82 enemy soldiers 
killed and 20 infantrymen wounded and evacuated in the fighting southern I Corps. 
   Elements of Americalôs 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry reported killing 41 enemy soldiers in day long 
fighting which took place seven miles northwest of Tam Ky in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   Yesterdayôs fighting was a continuation of a battle which began Monday afternoon. The fighting 
resumed yesterday with an artillery barrage and six air strikes.  ñCò Troop, 1st Cavalry began a sweep 
to the south which was directed at the enemy entrenched in bunker positions.  The initial contact 
began when the enemy opened up with RPGs, .50 caliber and recoilless rifle fire.  ñCò Troop, 1st 
Cavalry and a company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry were in contact with the enemy throughout 
the day.  At dusk the enemy broke contact and ñCò Troop had recorded 25 enemy soldiers killed.  The 
company from the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry had accounted for 12 enemy kills and ñCò Troop, 7th 
Squadron, 17th Cavalry flying in close support had killed four NVA soldiers. 
   Units of Americalôs 196th Brigade killed 33 NVA soldiers and six VC and continued to find large 
caches of enemy ammunition and supplies in the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area. 
   The biggest battle of the day occurred when a company of the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry received 
automatic and small arms fire.  The company returned the fire and killed 23 NVA soldiers.  Two 
companies of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry discovered graves containing the bodies of ten NVA 
soldiers. 
   A unit of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT James A. Humphries (Pacific Grove, Calif), 
observed three VC run into a hut.  They called in artillery from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery resulting 
in two VC killed.  The command and control helicopter of the 21st Infantry killed one VC and another 
unit of the 3rd Battalion, killed two VC. 
   A 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry company led by CPT James T. Price (Fayetteville, N.C.), found and 
evacuated 4,100 pounds of rice and 31 pounds of salt.  CPT John B. Hurtadoôs (Sanger, Calif), 
company killed one VC and captured on machine gun. 
   CPT Jose R. Feliciano (Baltimore, Md), led his company of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry to a cache 
containing 30 82mm mortar rounds, one Chicom 9.56 machine gun with a spare barrel and guns 
shield, four 4.2 mortar rounds, 3,200 rounds of AK-47 ammunition, 2,700 rounds of 7.62 ammunition, 
and six cans of fuses and charges for mortars.  The weapons and mortar rounds were evacuated and 
the ammunition was destroyed. Another unit of the 2nd Battalion found a cave containing 95 82mm 
mortar rounds, 12 Chicom hand grenades, 200 AK-47 rounds, and five packs.  A 1st Infantry company 
commanded by CPT John T. Thomason (Severna Park, Md), found a bunker complex consisting of 
150 to 200 two to three man bunkers. 
   Six tactical air strikes were flown in the 196th area resulting in nine fortified structures destroyed. 
   A lull in activity in the Duc Pho and Operation Muscatine areas resulted in an enemy body count of 
two for Americalôs 11th Brigade. 
   A company from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry found the bodies of two VC killed by artillery north of 
Duc Pho. 
   Six homes were destroyed by a VC mortar attack on the village of Thuy Thai four miles southeast of 
Duc Pho.  The Civil Affairs section of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry provided food for the 31st 
homeless Vietnamese. 
   Americalôs 198th Brigade detained six suspects yesterday in scattered contacts around Chu Lai. 
   Elements of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry located an air hole to a tunnel yesterday afternoon.  As 
infantrymen started digging around the air hole, six suspects ran out and were immediately detained. 
   Civic action soldiers treated 521 Vietnamese in two area medical visits yesterday. 
   Americalôs 14th Aviation Battalion flew 1,060 sorties, carried 761 combat troops and hauled 250 tons 
of cargo in support of division units yesterday. 
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT     Little Change Friday.  No precipitation expected.  Variable winds at 
5-10 Knots per hour.  High Friday 87.  Low Friday 73. 
CONGRATULARY MESSAGE FROM GENERAL CUSHMAN 
   My appreciation to the officers and men who participated in the destruction of the arms bearing trawler on the night of Feb 29th 
ï Mar 1st.  The performance of your gunships and the rapid deployment of blocking forces are a tribute to the training and 
responsiveness of your troops.  As you are well aware, the destruction of this trawler has significantly reduced the capability of 
the enemy to inflict casualties on the military force and civilians in the area. 
   Sincere congratulations on a job well done. 

   AMERICAL (MIRACLE) DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï Americal Division forces reported killing 34 NVA soldiers and 21 Viet Cong and 
capturing ten individual and two crew-served weapons in fighting throughout southern I Corps yesterday.  
Fourteen air strikes were flown in support of division elements yesterday resulting in 22 fortified structures, six 
bunkers, two foxholes and a recoilless rifle position destroyed.  In addition 100 meters of trench line were opened-
up.  Americal units suffered four soldiers killed and 17 wounded and evacuated for treatment. 
   Increased contacts with enemy forces was reported in the western portion of Americalôs 196th Brigade area of 
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.  Brigade elements killed 27 enemy soldiers and captured eight weapons. 
   An element of the 21st Infantry led by CPT James F. Humphries (Pacific Grove, Calif), killed two VC and 
captured one K-44 rifle, three M-72 LAWs and 200 rounds of M-16 ammunition.  In several scattered incidents a 
company led by CPT Dennis A. Leach (Fairmont, Minn), killed ten VC.  A reconnaissance platoon from the 21st 
Infantry killed one NVA and captured a carbine with 60 rounds of ammunition. 
   Two companies from the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry engaged an unknown size enemy force in a wood-line 
killing two NVA.  Later in the same area, scouts and gunships from ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry killed 
three NVA. 
   The command and control helicopter from the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry killed three NVA.  A unit of the 6th 
Infantry killed one VC and captured two carbines, a 60mm mortar base plate, on SKS, seven Chicom hand 
grenades and numerous NVA uniforms and web gear. 
   A 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry company commanded by CPT Jose R. Feliciano (Baltimore, Md), found five fresh 
graves containing five NVA bodies.  Three had been killed by small arms fire and the other two by artillery. 
   Nine tactical air strikes were flown in the 196th area resulting in four bunkers, 22 structures and two foxholes 
destroyed.  The strikes also opened-up 100 meters of trench line. 
   ñA ñBattery of the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery commanded by CPT Kenneth Bernard (Breckenridge, Minn), fired 
its 100,000th round in Vietnam yesterday.  Colonel Louis Gelling (Carlisle, Pa), commander of the 196th fired the 
round from LZ Ross.  During the attack the battery fired several hundred rounds of counter mortar fire at the 
enemy.  The 196th commander also told the battery that he, along with all the infantrymen of the brigade, 
appreciated the fire support that the artillery had been giving them. 
   Units of the Americalôs 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry and supporting gunships killed 19 NVA in fighting for the third 
day in an area seven miles northwest of Tam Ky in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry while flying in close support of the ground elements killed nine NVA 
soldiers.  Three of the kills occurred when a gunship attacked an 82mm mortar position.  the gunship was credited 
with the destruction of the mortar. 
   In ground action which lasted throughout the day ñCò Troop, 1st Cavalry accounted for seven NVA soldiers killed 
and ñBò Troop reported killing three NVA.  Five air strikes were flown in the area and artillery was called in on the 
enemy forces that had directed recoilless rifle, automatic weapons and small arms fire on the Americal 
cavalrymen. 
   ñJungle Warriorsò of Americalôs 11th Brigade killed eight enemy, detained 14 suspects an captured three 
weapons in action in the Duc Pho and Operation Muscatine areas. 
   During operations six miles southeast of Duc Pho a company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry engaged three 
enemy.  Two of the three were killed and the other was detained.  The company led by CPT Charles Seketa 
(Schenectady, N.Y.), captured an AK-47, an M-1, and three hand grenades.  Early in the afternoon the company 
killed a VC when a hand grenade was thrown into a tunnel. The unit discovered a punji trench 100 meters long.  In 
the trench the company found six smaller punji pits.  A VC was killed near the pit, and shortly afterwards the 
company detained six suspects and captured a French bolt action rifle.  Other units of the ñSykeôs Regularsò 
evacuated one suspect and found and destroyed two tunnels. 
   LTC Alvin E. Adkinsô (Shelton, Iowa), command and control helicopter observed six VC crossing a river 13 miles 
west of the Quang Ngai in Operation Muscatine area.  Three of the enemy were killed and one detained.  Another 
company of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry discovered a pack containing documents written by an NVA Captain.  
Four suspects were also apprehended in the Operation Muscatine area. 
   Companies of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry killed one VC, detained four suspects and four 100 enemy uniforms 
in operations north of Duc Pho. 
   One enemy soldier was killed yesterday by Americalôs 196th Brigade in action near Chu Lai.  The enemy soldier 
was killed by artillery late Tuesday night, and his body was discovered early yesterday. 
   Americalôs 14th Aviation Battalion flew 1,024 sorties, carried 1,210 combat troops, and hauled 334 tons of cargo 
in support of division units yesterday. 
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
   Partly cloudy Saturday.  No precipitation expected.  Winds will be southeasterly at 10 knots.  High 
Saturday 86.  Low Saturday night 68. 
VIETNAM  WAR   NEWS 
   SAIGON (UPI) ï General William C. Westmoreland issued a statement Wednesday confirming his faith in the U.S. 
Marines in the face of news reports that he had lost confidence in the Leathernecks. 
   The news reports stemmed from the fact that Westmoreland had sent his assistant U.S. Commander, General Creighton 
Abrams, the Marine-run northern I Corps to take over management of the Demilitarized Zone and Khe Sanh area. 
   ñContrary to these speculative news stories I wish to make it absolutely clear that these arrangements are based on tactical 
and management considerations and have nothing to do with the performance of the Marines which is, and always has been, 
excellent,ò the commander said. 
   U.S. ARMY Gen. William Rosson, former commander of U.S. forces in central South Vietnam, has subsequently been 
assigned as Abramsô assistant at ñMilitary Assistance Command, Vietnam, Forwardò established at Phu Bai on the northern 
coast. 
   ñIt has distressed me greatly to learn that some news articles have interpreted the changing command arrangements in the I 
Corps tactical zone as a reflection against the U.S. Marine Corps and the Marine Amphibious Force, ñWestmoreland said.  
[Historian Note: LTG Rosson formerly commanded Task Force Oregon, and the Americal Division operated under command of 
the Third Marine Amphibious Force who controlled operations in I Corps]. 

AMERICAL (MIRACLE) DIVISION IN ACTION 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)ðElements of the Americal Division accounted for 26 North Vietnamese Army 
soldiers and 12 Viet Cong killed in fighting throughout southern I Corps yesterday.  Americal units reported four 
soldiers killed and 14 wounded and evacuated for treatment. 
   Elements of Americalôs 196th Brigade discovered 16 NVA who had been killed in previous daysô action, and 
killed three more enemy soldiers in action throughout the ñChargersò area of Operation wheeler/Wallowa. 
   A company of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Jose R. Feliciano (Baltimore, Md), discovered 11 fresh 
graves during a search and destroy operation northwest of Tam Ky.  The enemy soldiers had been killed by 
artillery fire. 
   A gunship of ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry commanded by Major James D. Marett (Tennessee, S.C.), 
observed three NVA soldiers hiding in spider holes approximately 100 meters in front of a position held by a 
company of the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry.  The enemy moved to the location and killed one of the NVA.  During 
a search of the area, the company, commanded by CPT  
Andrew J. Monday (Jonesboro, Ga), discovered graves containing two NVA killed by artillery fire, and one M-72 
LAW, and one NVA gas mask.  Another company of the battalion led by CPT Clifford R. Sherer (Columbus, Ga), 
found two more graves containing two NVA bodies also apparently killed by the ñFlying Red Horsemenò of the 3rd 
Battalion, 82nd Artillery. 
   In other action yesterday a company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT Dennis A. Leach (Fairmont, 
Minn), killed one Viet Cong who was evading the companyôs position.  CPT Daniel R. Mellonôs Fairbanks, Alaska), 
company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry found one grave containing an NVA killed by small arms fire.  A 
company of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry killed one enemy and discovered 3,800 pounds of rice which was 
evacuated to LZ Baldy. 
   ñCò Troop of Americalôs 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry reported killing nine NVA in fighting seven miles northwest of 
Tam Ky in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. 
   Scattered contacts in the Duc Pho and Operation Muscatine area resulted in six enemy killed and five suspects 
detained by Americalôs 11th Brigade yesterday. 
   An ambush from a company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by 2LT Henry T. Smith (La Puente, Calif), 
engaged three Viet Cong four miles north of Duc Pho Wednesday night.  One Viet Cong was killed and two 
apprehended.  Yesterday the company led by CPT Joe Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.), detained three suspects and 
found four punji pits during operations two miles north of Duc Pho.  A company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry 
killed two Viet Cong south of Duc Pho. 
   A company of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry engaged five Viet Cong soldiers early yesterday morning following a 
combat assault 14 miles northwest of Quang Ngai in the Operation Muscatine area. The unit led by CPT Earl R. 
Michles (Pocahontas, Ark), killed three of the enemy.  Another company of the ñOld Guardò led by CPT John R. 
Sam (Waverly, R.I.) engaged six Viet Cong who were taking elusive action.  the company later found a squad size 
Viet Cong camp 13 miles southwest of Quang Ngai. 
   Four Viet Cong were killed yesterday by the Americalôs 198th Brigade units operating 11 miles south of Chu Lai. 
   A platoon from a company of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry led by 2LT Gregory C. Reeser (Kings Beach, Calif), 
engaged an armed enemy force near the Tra Bong River late yesterday afternoon.  During a brief battle Reeserôs 
infantrymen killed four Viet cong and captured two M-1 carbines, five carbine magazines and 100 rounds of small 
arms ammunition. 
   Civic action soldiers of the ñBrave and Boldò took advantage of warm, sunny weather around Chu Lai yesterday, 
and treated 273 Vietnamese during visits to several local villages. 
   Helicopters from the 14th Aviation Battalion flying in support of Americal units carried 1,437 combat troop, flew 
998 sorties and hauled 247 tons of cargo yesterday. 
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
  Continued partly cloudy with no significant weather change Tuesday.  Easterly winds at 5-10 knots 
per hour.  Tuesdayôs high 85.  Low Tuesday night 70. 
-----AMERICAL (MIRACLE) DIVISION NEWS SUMMARIZED ------ 

   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï A lull in fighting was reported by Americal division forces as they killed 18 

enemy soldiers throughout southern I Corps yesterday.  Americal units reported one soldier killed and four 
wounded and evacuated for treatment. 
   Increased action in Operation Muscatine accounted for ten enemy killed, 16 suspects detained and five 
weapons captured.  Other Americal 11th Brigade units killed one VC and detained nine suspects in action near 
Duc Pho. 
   A company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry commanded by CPT Sario Caravalho (Ewa Beach, Ha), operating 
near Quang Ngai killed four VC, detained 12 suspects and captured three K-44s and an SKS rifle.  The company 
also discovered two tunnels, one of which contained three radios, small arms ammunition, medical supplies, food 
and bedding.  Other elements of the 20th Infantry operating in the Duc Pho area detained eight suspects 
yesterday. 
   An enemy soldier guarding a rice cache was killed yesterday afternoon by a 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry company 
commanded by CPT Joe Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.).  The company discovered five large rice bins capable of 
storing four tons of rice.  The bins were destroyed seven miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Other ñJungle Warriorò elements in the Duc Pho area detained one suspect and captured three tons of rice. 
   A squad of engineers from a company of the 26th Engineer Battalion found and destroyed a 105mm booby 
trapped round.  The squad led by Sgt. William Parks (Columbus, Ohio), discovered the booby trap five miles 
northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Civil Affairs teams treated 91 Vietnamese in the 11thôs operational area yesterday.  Last week 904 civilian 
patients received medical treatment from ñJungle Warriorò MEDCAP teams. 

   Units of Americalôs 196th participating in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa accounted for five VC kills and 
the capture of one weapon and 2,200 pounds of rice. 
   A 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry company commanded by CPT Jose R. Feliciano (Baltimore, Md) found 
nine 82mm mortar rounds and three boxes of TNT while on a search and destroy mission.  A few 
hours later they discovered 20 cases (2,000 rounds) of 12.7 armor piercing ammunition, six cases 
(1,800) rounds) of 7.62mm ammunition, 30 82mm mortar rounds, 20 Chicom hand grenades and 
three unidentified rockets. 
   CPT Robert E. Corrigan Jr. (Arlington, Va) commanding a 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry company killed two VC 
and captured one K-44 rifle.  Another 21st Infantry unit led by CPT James F. Humphries (Pacific Grove, Calif) 
killed two VC. 
   A company of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry commanded by CPT Dan E. Prapher (Lubbock, Tex) killed one VC 
who was carrying two Chicom hand Grenades.  CPT  
James T. Priceôs (Fayetteville, N.C.) company of the 6th Infantry found and evacuated 2,200 pounds of rice. 
   Two tactical air strikes were flown in the ñChargerôsò area resulting in two fortified structures and two bunkers 
destroyed. 
   In other Operation Wheeler/Wallowa action west of Tam Ky, ñCò Troop 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry gunships 
killed two VC and one NVA soldier while flying in support of Americalôs 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry. 
   The kills occurred in two locations.  One NVA was killed seven miles northwest of Tam Ky and the two VC were 
killed four miles east of Thang Binh. 
   Ground elements of the 1st Cavalry reported no contact with the enemy as they continued reconnaissance 
missions in an area where 293 enemy soldiers have been killed since March 4th.  The fighting has been centered 
in an area approximately 10 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Scout dogs working with Americalôs 198th Brigade military police and Popular Forces discovered a 50 foot 
tunnel yesterday south of Chu Lai. 
   The dogs, which arrived at the brigade with their handlers recently, discovered the tunnel near Binh Son.  The 
tunnel contained booby trapped devices and several documents. 
   Americalôs 14th Aviation Battalion flew 933 sorties, carried 879 combat troops and hauled 227 tons of cargo in 
support of division units yesterday. 
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
   Cloudy to partly cloudy with scattered showers and fog in the morning.  Winds from the northeast at 
4 to 6 knots.  Fridayôs high 84.  Low 73. 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS: 18 ENEMY KILLED IN YESTERDAYôS ACTION 
CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï A lull in action occurred yesterday as Americal Division forces reported 
killing 18 enemy soldiers and capturing two weapons in fighting throughout southern I Corps.  Eleven 
U.S. soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment during the dayôs fighting. 
   An evening encounter accounted for nine enemy kills yesterday for Americalôs 198th Brigade. 
   At about 7:30 p.m., last night, a 198th Riverboat operating along the shore southeast of Chu Lai 
spotted an enemy sampan.  The sampan attempted to escape the boat, but was engaged.  Nine VC 
were killed in the action and the sampan was reported sunk.  (See story on page 2). 
   Elements of Americalôs 196th Brigade killed seven Viet Cong in action yesterday in their area of 
Operation Wheeler/Wallow. 
   A company of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Jose R. Feliciano (Baltimore, Md), along 
with a platoon of ñFò Troop, 17th Cavalry killed seven Viet Cong and captured one K-44 rifle and a 
Mosin Nagent rifle, a Russian made 7.62mm bolt action rifle, while on a search and destroy mission.  
The encounter took place two miles south of LZ Baldy. 
   ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry detained one individual who was evading a Cavalry gunship. 
   Americalôs 1st Squadron, 17th Cavalry flying in support of the 1st Cavalry encountered one Viet 
Cong in an area three miles east of Thang Binh.  The Viet Cong was killed attempting to evade the 
gunship. 
   Fifteen bunkers and 25 caves were destroyed in by other elements of the 1st Cavalry in an area 
seven miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Artillery fire accounted for one kill in Americalôs 11th Brigadeôs operational area yesterday.  ñJungle 
Warriorsò units also detained 21 suspects in the Duc Pho and Operation Muscatine areas. 
  The one Viet Cong was killed and a bunker was destroyed by 155mm artillery fire from a battery of 
the 2nd Battalion, 11th Artillery. 

COMBINED ACTION OF AMERICAL UNITS SINKS ENEMY SAMPAN 
   A combined action of 198th Infantry Brigade Military Police, Popular Forces, and a CAP Team 
resulted in the sinking of an enemy sampan and the killing of nine Viet Cong last night. 
   At approximately 7:30 p.m., a fireðfight broke out between the Popular Forces element and the 
sampan, near the mouth of the Tra Bong River about seven miles southeast of Chu Lai.  the CAP 
Team also turned its fire on the sampan, and called for help from the 198th Military Police River 
Patrol. 
   Two river patrol boats armed with M-60 machine guns immediately sped toward the enemyôs 
location.  Upon arriving at the scene, the men of the river patrol fired warning across the bow of the 
sampan.  The Viet Cong then began to dump unidentifiable objects overboard, and attempted to put 
out towards the South China Sea. 
   During the firefight between the Military Police ñRiver Ratsò and the enemy, the sampan caught fire.  
Several secondary explosions erupted from the sampan.  By 7:50 p.m. the sampan had sunk, and the 
Americal forces had accounted for nine Viet Cong kills. Americal Daily News Sheets- updated January 
2015. 



Volume 1 No. 331 Americal Daily New Sheet Saturday March 16, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
   Cloudy to partly cloudy with winds from the southeast at 5 to 10 knots.  No precipitation expected.  
High Sunday 85. Low Sunday night 70. 

AMERICAL DIVISION (MIRACLE) IN ACTION:  25 ENEMY KILLED 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï The Americal Division welcomes its new Assistant Division commander, Colonel 
James V. Galloway (Athens and Glouster, Ohio).  The out-going Assistant Division Commander, Brigadier 
General Charles W. Ryder Jr., (Vineyard Haven, Mass), has been assigned to Headquarters USARPAC. 
   Turning to the war, numerous small scale contacts with enemy forces resulted in 25 enemy killed and five 
weapons captured by Americal Division forces yesterday.  As a result of fighting throughout southern I Corps 
yesterday one Americal soldier was killed and three wounded and evacuated for treatment. 
   Forty-one Hoi Chanhs have rallied to the GVNôs Chieu Hoi (Open Arms) program throughout the Americal 
Division during the first week of March.  Since January 1st, 239 enemy soldiers have chosen to become Hoi 
Chanhs.  For the week ending 14 March, 2.4 million leaflets have been dropped throughout the Americal area. 
   In yesterdaysô fighting increased contacts by Americalôs 196th Brigade resulted in 14 enemy soldiers killed and 
two weapons captured in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   Members of a company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry led by CPT James F. Stringham (Appleton, Wis) 
received heavy automatic weapons fire from an unknown size enemy force.  The infantrymen returned the fire, 
checked the area, and found two NVA killed during the fight.  A reconnaissance unit of the 31st Infantry killed two 
VC and captured one M-1 carbine. 
   A 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry company commanded by CPT Dan E. Prapher (Lubbock, Texas), killed one VC.  
Another company of the 6th Infantry led by CPT Robert D. Leinen Sr. (Auburn, N.Y.), killed one VC. 
   In ground action a company a company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry commanded by CPT Cecil H. Oxford 
(Corpus Christi, Texas), killed one Viet Cong.  An Americal Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol killed two VC and 

captured one carbine, and M-26 hand grenade, medical supplies and web gear.  A 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry 
company accounted for one VC kill late yesterday. 
   In air-to-ground action ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry while flying in general support of the ñChargersò 
killed two VC and spotted two VC who had been killed by artillery.  Five tactical air strikes were flown in support of 
the 196th resulting in four military structures and one bunker destroyed.  Twenty meters of trench was also 
opened-up.    
   ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry flying in close support of Americalôs 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry reported 
six VC kills.  The gunships recorded the enemy kills in two locations in the 1st Cavalryôs area of Operation 
Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. 
   One VC was killed by a gunship supporting 1st Cavalry elements on a search and destroy mission five miles 
northwest of Tam Ky.  Five of the Viet Cong were killed by gunships four miles southeast of Thang Binh as ground 
elements were conducting search and destroy missions. 
   Americalôs 11th Brigade ñJungle Warriorsò reported four enemy kills in the Operation Muscatine area and one 
VC kill north of Duc Pho yesterday.  Three weapons were captured and one suspect was detained in the dayôs 
operations. 
   An ñAero Scoutò observation helicopter operating in Task Force Barker area spotted a VC with a weapon 
escaping into a spider hole ten miles north of Quang Ngai.  The helicopter called for ñScoutò infantry troops who 
were air lifted to the area within five minutes.  Once on the ground they engaged and killed four Viet Cong and 
captured one M-1 rifle, an SKS and a machine gun.  The unit also found four Chicom hand grenades and 450 
rounds of small arms ammunition. 
   A company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry killed an evading VC early yesterday five miles northwest of Duc 
Pho.  the unit is commanded by DPT Joe Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.). One suspect was detained for questioning in 
the ñAlways Firstò area. 
   A tunnel approximately 130 feet long was destroyed by a company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry one mile 
southwest of Duc Pho. 
   CPT David E. Shanks (Saskatoon, Sask), and his MEDCAP Team from the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry treated 
114 Vietnamese in the Village of An Phang 12 miles northwest of Quang Ngai yesterday. 
   Activity slowed down in Americalôs 198th Brigadeôs area yesterday as no enemy kills were reported but ground 
operations in the area were instrumental in the destruction of several caves and tunnels. 
   ñHò Troop, 17th Cavalry on a search and clear mission northwest of Chu Lai discovered a 90 meter long tunnel 
which had been used recently.  The tunnel along with eight caves, discovered in the same area, were destroyed.  
Later in the day the cavalrymen came upon an enemy bivouc site and also uncovered one 105mm round at the 
site. 
   An Americal Division air observer flying west of here spotted four huts under heavy canopy.  Artillery from a 
battery of the 3rd Battalion, 16th Artillery was called in on the position.  The huts were destroyed causing several 
secondary explosions.  The artillery also destroyed one bunker and closed the entrances to two tunnels. 
   Civic action soldiers of the ñBrave and Boldò treated 614 Vietnamese yesterday during two area medical visits. 
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
Partly cloudy Tuesday with little change foreseen.  Winds variable at 10 knots per hour.  High Tuesday 90.  Low 
Tuesday night 73. 

                   Americal Units Kill 43 In Action Yesterday 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL-IO)  --- Americal Division forces recorded 43 enemy kills in fighting throughout 
southern I Corps yesterday.  Americal units reported three infantrymen killed and 11 wounded and evacuated for 
treatment. 
   Elements of Americal's 196th Brigade killed 18 enemy and captured one 60mm mortar tube in contacts 
throughout the "Chargers" area of Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. 
   A company of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry commanded by CPT Robert E. Corringan Jr. (Arlington, VA.) killed 
two VC with 81mm mortar fire.  A unit of the 21st Infantry killed one VC on a search and destroy mission.  CPT 
Cecil H. Oxford's (Corpus Christi, Tex.) company of the 3d Battalion, found one NVA that had been killed by an air 
strike. 

   Members of a company of the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry commanded by CPT Jose R. Feliciano (Balt, 
Md.) killed two VC and found one 60mm mortar tube while on a search and destroy mission. 
   A 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry company commanded by CPT Robert D. Leinen Sr. (Auburn N.Y.) found and 
evacuated 1,200 pounds of rice.  Another 6th Infantry company led by CPT James T. Price (Fayettesville, N.C.) 
killed one VC.  Other elements of the 6th Infantry killed two NVA. 
   CPT Larry R. Byer's (Des Moines, Wash.) company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry adjusted artillery on three 
NVA.  One NVA was killed by the rounds fired by a battery of the 3d Battalion, 82nd Artillery.  The company later 
killed one NVA soldier. 
   "F" Troop, 17th Cavalry was credited with one enemy kill and a 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry company engaged 
eight NVA and killed four.  "C" Troop 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry recorded two VC kills while flying in general 
support of the "Chargers" yesterday. 
   Units of Americal's 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry reported an enemy body count of eight yesterday in Operation 
Wheeler/Wallowa near Tam Ky. 
   A troop of the 1st Cavalry on a search and destroy mission north of Tam Ky picked up one of the enemy kills.  A 
tank commanded by SSG Bobby L. Ward (Duganville, Tex.) was responsible for the enemy kill. 
   Another unit of the Cavalry on a search and destroy mission nine miles northwest of Tam Ky discovered a mass 
grave containing seven NVA bodies. Platoon SGT Gil I. Martinez (Killeen Tex.) along with SGT James M. Wanner 
(Grand Rapids, Mich.) discovered the grave site. 
   "Jungle Warriors" of Americal's 11th Brigade killed 10 enemy soldiers in the Duc Pho area and six in Operation 
Muscatine yesterday.    
   Action tapered off in the Operation Muscatine area after Saturday's heavy contact in which 128 VC were killed.  
"Jungle Warrior" soldiers of Task Force Barker continued to push through paddies northeast of Quang Ngai and 
killed six VC yesterday. 
   A company commanded by CPT Earnest Medina (Schofield Barracks [sic], Ha.) killed three VC and detained 
two suspects while searching villages and tunnels.  Another unit of "Barkers Bastards" led by CPT Earl Michles 
(Pocahontas, Ark) of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry killed a VC in the same area.  Another 3rd Infantry unit killed 
two VC later in the day.      
   Units of the 11th Brigade's 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry conducted a combat assault eight miles north of Duc Pho 
yesterday.  A company led by CPT Joe Rhinehart (Canton,  N.C.) discovered a large tunnel complex and killed 
five VC.  Another 1st Infantry company found the body of a VC killed by artillery.  Earlier in the day a unit 
discovered a large VC base camp with several foxholes and bunkers.  Although they found some supplies, the 
enemy had evacuated the area.  The unit is led by CPT Robert Dickson (Decatur, Ga). 
   A company of the 1st Battalion; 20th Infantry killed three VC late Sunday night.  Yesterday a 20th Infantry 
company discovered the body of a VC killed by artillery. 
   One enemy soldier was reported killed in Americal's 198th Brigade's area of operations yesterday. 
  A company of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry reported killing the enemy when the infantrymen fired on 
movement outside their night perimeter.  The VC body was recovered at daybreak yesterday. 
   In operations north of Chu Lai a unit of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry reported finding a booby trapped anti-tank 
mine.  It had been buried on a trail frequently used by track vehicles in that area. 
   Americal's 14th Aviation Battalion 
flew 1,328 sorties, carried 1,961 combat troops and hauled 313 tons of cargo in  support of the division yesterday. 



Vol. 1 No. 334 Tuesday March 19, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
Partly Cloudy Wednesday with little change foreseen.  Winds variable at 5 knots per hour.  High Wednesday 90.  Low 
Wednesday night 72. 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL - IO)-- Forces of the Americal Division reported 29 enemy killed and 122 individual weapons captured in 
a day that saw fighting throughout southern I Corps.  Americal units suffered three soldiers killed and 13 wounded and evacuated for 
further medical care. 
   Enemy contacts in the 196th area of Operation Wheeler/Wallowa resulted in 11 enemy killed by units of the Americal's "Charger" 
Brigade. 
   A company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry commanded by CPT Larry R. Byers (Des Moines, Wash) found graves containing 
four NVA bodies while on a search and destroy mission.  The graves also contained two Chicom hand grenades, one NVA gas mask 
and two AK-47 magazines.  Another company of the battalion commanded by CPT Daniel R. Mellon (Fairbanks, Alaska) spotted 21 
VC moving north of the company's position.  Artillery was called in killing three VC. 
   Members of a company of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry commanded by CPT Ian E. Prather (Lubbock, Tex) killed one VC and 
captured 2,000 pounds of rice which was evacuated to "Charger Hill".  Another 6th Infantry company led by CPT Robert D. Leinen, 
Sr. (Auburn, N.Y.) found a complex of bunkers and trenches containing 718 rounds of carbine ammunition, 248 rounds of 30 caliber 
ammunition, 14 NVA uniforms, two VC flags, assorted web gear, medical supplies and documents. 
   In the only other actions of he day, a company of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, commanded by CPT Jose R. Feliciano (Baltimore, 
Md) killed two evading VC.  A company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry commanded by CPT James F. Humphries (Pacific Grove, 
Calif) called artillery on two VC, killing one. 
   In other Wheeler/Wallowa Operation action near Tam Ky elements of Americal's 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry reported killing seven 
VC. 
   A troop of the 1st Cavalry was responsible for four of the Viet Cong killed as cavalrymen conducted a reconnaissance mission 
seven miles northwest of Tam Ky.  "C" Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry flying in support of the troop recorded VC kills. 
   "Jungle Warriors" of Americal's 11th Brigade killed ten VC, detained 14 suspects and captured 13 weapons in action in the Duc 
Pho and Operation Muscatine areas yesterday. 
   Infantrymen of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry encountered an  estimated 50 VC in bunkers and tunnels late yesterday.  Two 
separate contacts resulted in nine enemy killed, ten suspects detained and 11 weapons captured. 
   Action 13 miles northwest of Duc Pho began late Sunday for the company of the "Always First" Battalion commanded by CPT 
Robert Dickson (Decatur, Ga).  As the unit moved to a night position, they received small arms and automatic weapons fire.  The 
company returned fire with negative results.  Yesterday morning the company again received enemy fire and detained five suspects 
in the troublesome area.  One of the suspects told the company that there was a large number of VC in the area and five weapons 
were hidden nearby.  A force commanded by Cpt Michael Haymes (Columbus, GA) engaged three VC killing one and detaining two.  
Three weapons--a K-44 and two M-1 rifles were also captured.  The unit continued to search the area and come upon the bunkers 
and tunnels.  The ensuing firefight lasted over an hour and the "Warriors" pushed close enough to throw hand grenades into the 
enemy positions.  When contact broke eight enemy were dead, two had been detained and five K-44s, two carbines, and a BAR 
were captured.  One other suspect was detained for questioning north of Duc Pho. 
   One evading VC was killed in the morning five miles southeast of Duc Pho by a company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry.  The 
"Syke's Regulars" unit led by CPT Sario Caravalho (Ewa Beach, Ha) also captured a Walther P-38 pistol.   
   Four suspects were detained in the Operation Muscatine area yesterday.  A company from the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry found and 
evacuated 3,000 pounds of rice. 
   A reconnaissance helicopter from "Primo Aviation Limited", the brigade's aviation section, spotted ammunition cans and other 
camouflaged field equipment ten miles northwest of Duc Pho.  Automatic weapons fire and grenades were used to destroy the 
enemy cache. 
   One enemy soldier was killed in Americal's 198th Brigade area yesterday during light and scattered activity. 
   The command and control ship of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry spotted two VC seven miles west of Chu Lai and killed one. 
   Civic action soldiers of the "Brave and Bold" treated 367 Vietnamese; during two area medical visits yesterday. 
   Americal's 14th Aviation Battalion flew 1,338 sorties, carried 1,413 combat troops and hauled 183 tons of cargo in support of the 
division yesterday. 
 
      ----------------AMERICAL NEWS SHEET--------------------- 
          MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General 
               LTC Patrick H. Dionne, IO 
 
         Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414 This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, Americal Division as an 
authorized Army Publication.  This News Sheet is solely for Personnel in the Americal Division and may not be duplicated or 
released to the news media. 



Volume 1 No. 339 Americal Daily New Sheet Sunday March 24, 1968 
WEATHER REPORT 
  Partly cloudy to fair Monday.  No significant change foreseen.  Winds from the southeast at 10 knots gusting to 20 
knots.  High Monday 93.  Low Monday night 73. 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL-IO)ðThe Americal Division accounted for 17 Viet Cong killed in small scale contacts 
throughout southern I Corps yesterday.  Operation Wheeler/Wallow forces killed 16 VC and Operation Muscatine 
infantrymen reported the other enemy kill.  One Americal soldier was killed and five wounded and evacuated for 
treatment. 
   Small unit size contacts were reported by elements of Americalôs 196th Brigade yesterday.  ñChargerò soldiers killed 
nine VC in scattered action. 
   A company of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry commanded by CPT Dan E. Prather (Lubbock, Tex) killed five VC in two 
separate engagements.  Another ñRegularsò Company led by CPT Robert D. Leinen Sr. (Auburn, N.Y.) operating near 
LZ Baldy killed one VC. 
   Other ground action saw a company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT Cecil H. Oxford (Corpus Christi, 
Tex) call for artillery from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery on a small group of VC, killing two.  A unit of the 2nd Battalion, 
1st Infantry was responsible for the remaining kill. 
   Two tactical air strikes were flown in support of the 196th ground units yesterday.  The missions accounted for 17 
fortified structures destroyed. 
   In the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area northeast of Thang Binh elements of Americalôs 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry 
reported a body count of seven VC. 
   Gunships from ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry accounted for six of the kills and a troop of the 1st Cavalry 
discovered the body of a VC that had been killed by an air strike. 
   ñJungle Warriorsò of Americalôs 11th Brigade killed one VC in Operation Muscatine yesterday.  Eleven suspects were 
detained throughout the 11thôs area of operations.   
   A company of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry commanded by CPT John A. Gonzalez (Queens Village, N.Y.) recorded 
the kill eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai.  Other activities in the Operation Muscatine area netted two suspects 
detained and the destruction of a 300 foot tunnel and two booby traps. 
   ñWarriorò infantrymen in the Duc Pho area detained nine suspects for questioning. 
   Action was scattered in Americalôs 198th Brigade area yesterday and no enemy kills were reported. 
   The 14th Aviation Battalion flew 1,438 sorties, carried 2,669 combat troops and hauled 282 tons of cargo in support 
of Americal units yesterday. 

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 
   Hearty congratulations to 1/6 Inf and ñFò Troop, 17th Cav for their defeat of enemy forces 7 kilometers south of Hoi 
An on 21 Mar.  Total of 112 enemy casualties with 12 individual weapons and 14 crew-served weapons seized indicate 
well planned and executed blow to the enemy.  Keep it up!  
   Contacts of the 1/1 Armored Cav and 1/20 Inf between Tam Ky and Hoi An on 20 March were outstanding.  
Destruction of 13 enemy sampans and 86 enemy casualties deserving of congratulations to all. 



Volume 1 No. 341 Americal Daily New Sheet Tuesday March 26, 1968 
WEATHER REPORT 
  Cloudy Wednesday morning becoming partly cloudy in the afternoon.  Winds from the north at 5-10 knots per hour.  
High Wednesday 88.  Low Wednesday night 71.  

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL-IO) ð In yesterdayôs fighting Americal forces killed 29 enemy soldiers and captured seven 
individual weapons.  Division units reported three soldiers killed and nine wounded and evacuated for treatment. 
   Elements of Americalôs 196th Brigade killed 13 enemy throughout their area of Operation Wheeler/Wallow yesterday. 
  A 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry company commanded by CPT Dennis A. Leach (Fairmont, Minn.) killed one evading Viet 
Cong.  Another company of the ñGimletsò led by CPT James F. Humphries (Pacific Grove, Calif.) killed one VC. 
   Members of a company of the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry led by 1LT Douglas J. Greenlaw (Michigan City, Ind.) while 
on a searching operation killed one VC and captured three packs, three AK-47 magazines, documents and a small 
amount of medical supplies.  The command and control ship of the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry killed three VC. 
   In other ñChargerò action ñFò Troop, 17th Cavalry led by CPT Richard N. Davis (San Antonio, Tex.) killed three VC 
and a unit of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry accounted for one enemy kill. 
   In air-to-ground action scout ships from ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry killed two VC while flying general 
support of the ñChargersò.  A ñFirebirdò gunship from the 71st Aviation Company killed one VC. 
   A combined infantry and air cavalry operation four miles east of Than Ginh paid off for elements of Americalôs 1st 
Squadron, 1st Cavalry yesterday.  The combined forces accounted for nine VC kills in the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa 
area. 
   Two scout helicopters from ñCò Troop 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry accounted for eight of the kills.  CPT George R. 
Briggs (Freeport, Maine) and WO1 Harold H. Glaze (Miami, Fla.), are commanders of the aircraft. 
   A platoon of the 1st Cavalry led by SSG John W. Ramsey (Radcliffe, Ky) killed an enemy sniper as the operation 
began early in the morning. 
   Americalôs 11th Brigade infantrymen killed seven enemy, detained four suspects, captured seven individual weapons 
in action around Duc Pho and in Operation Muscatine yesterday. 
   Ambush patrols from a company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry late Sunday night netted two VC kills and the 
capture of two weapons.  the units in two locations killed the VC northwest of Duc Pho.  The company commanded by 
CPT Ronald Tumelson (Red Bluff, Calif) also killed an enemy soldier in the same area yesterday.  
   An explosion in a hedgerow three miles north of Duc Pho killed a VC who was apparently retrieving weapons from a 
spider hole.  A company of the ñAlways Firstò Battalion discovered the enemy body.  The weapons included two K-44s, 
two .30 caliber carbines and a BAR.  Three hand grenades, two bayonets and assorted magazines and field 
equipment were also discovered.  The infantry unit commanded by CPT Joe Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.) killed two VC 
and detained four suspects in two separate contacts. 
   An Air Force observation plane spotted a VC in the morning who attempted to evade into a stream.  A squad-size 
force from Task Force Barker moved into the area five miles northeast of Quang Ngai and engaged and killed the 
enemy.  In other activity in the Operation Muscatine area a company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry found and 
destroyed four tunnels eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   Americalôs 198th Brigade captured one bangalore torpedo, one Chicom grenade and one homemade grenade in 
operations south of Chu Lai yesterday. 
   One MEDCAP by ñBrave and Boldò soldiers resulted in the treatment of 220 Vietnamese yesterday. 
   The 14th Aviation Battalion flew 1,186 sorties, carried 1,417 combat troops and hauled 201 tons of cargo in support 
of the Americal Division yesterday. 
 
                   AMERICAL NEWS SHEET 
           Major General S.W. Koster, Commanding General 
               Lieutenant Colonel Patrick H. Dionne, IO 
                    TELEPHONE: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414 
 This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, Americal Division as an authorized Army 
publication.  This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and may not be duplicated or released to 
the news media.  



Volume 1 No. 343 Americal Daily New Sheet Thursday March 28, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
  Partly cloudy Friday with little change expected.  Winds variable at 10 knots per hour.  High Friday 90.  Low Friday 
night 73. 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL-IO) ð Americalôs Operation Wheeler/Wallowa forces saw most of the action yesterday as they 
reported 17 enemy killed and three individual weapons captured.  In Quang Ngai Province 11th Brigade infantrymen 
killed six enemy in Operation Muscatine and one VC in the Duc Pho area yesterday.  Americal units reported two 
soldiers killed and one wounded and evacuated for further medical care. 
   Lieutenant General Robert E. Cushman Jr., Commanding General III MAF, sent his ñheartiest congratulationsò to the 
Americal command for their overall accomplishments in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa to date.  He went on to state, 
ñThe operation has been one of the most significant in accounting for enemy dead in I Corps.  Aggressive spirit, bold 
initiative and able leadership have been the hallmark of the Americal division since its formation in Vietnam.ò In his 
message h asked to please convey to all Wheeler/Wallowa units ña well done and keep up the good work.ò 
   A company of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT Robert Corrigan Jr. (Arlington, Va.) found and evacuated 
four tons of rice.  Another ñGimletsò company commanded by CPT Dennis A. Leach (Fairmont, Minn.) killed one VC 
and captured one K-44, two pistol belts and documents.  A reconnaissance platoon from the battalion killed one NVA 
and captured one M-1 carbine, an M-26 grenade and documents. 
   A 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry company led by CPT John F. Connolly (Saugus, Mass.) killed one VC while on a 
searching operation.  An observation post from the battalion accounted for one VC kill.  In a late report a company of 
the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry was credited with one VC kill and the capture of an AK-47 rifle. 
   In other ñChargerò action a 1st Battalion 6th Infantry company commanded by CPT John D. Murtado (Sanger, Calif.) 
killed one Viet Cong and captured three M-26 hand grenades.  Another ñRegularsò company led by CPT Dan E. 
Prather (Lubbock, Tex.) killed one VC and detained one suspect. 
   In air action ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry scout ships killed one VC who was evading their aircraft.  Two 
tactical air strikes were flown in support of the 196th and resulted in four structures and one bunker destroyed. 
   In other Operation Wheeler/Wallowa action Americalôs 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry accounted for nine VC kills in the 
action around Tam Ky yesterday. 
   A troop of the 1st Cavalry in their night defensive position was attacked by an estimated VC platoon.  The cavalrymen 
reacted quickly to the attackers and killed five.  Scout ships of ñCò Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry killed four VC in 
scattered contacts north of Tam Ky yesterday.  
   ñJungle Warriorsò of Americalôs 11th Brigade recorded seven enemy killed and seven detained in action yesterday. 
   A company of the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry commanded by CPT Ronald Tumelson (Red Bluff, Calif.) conducted a 
combat assault into an area six miles north of Duc Pho.  the unit killed one VC and found two fortified tunnels.  Three 
suspects were detained by the ñAlways Firstò Battalion yesterday. 
   In Operation Muscatine a Task Force Barker company swept through an area four miles northeast of Quang Ngai 
and killed one VC and apprehended three suspects.  A company of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry engaged and killed 
five VC southeast of Binh Son late last night.  One suspect was detained by the battalion yesterday. 
   Americalôs 198th Brigade reported scattered activity yesterday as no enemy kills were reported. 

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE  
FROM LIEUTENANT GENERAL CUSHMAN 

   Heartiest congratulations to your entire command for the overall accomplishments in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa to 
date.  This operation has been one of the most significant in accounting for enemy dead in I Corps.  Aggressive spirit, 
bold initiative and able leadership have been the hallmark of the Americal Division since its formation in the Republic of 
Vietnam.  Please convey to all Wheeler/Wallow units a job well done.  Keep up the good work.  Lieutenant General 
Cushman sends. 



Volume 2 No. 31 Americal Daily New Sheet MONDAY May 20, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
   Fair to partly cloudy Tuesday with possible thunder storms in the mountains.  Winds southeasterly at 
8-15 knots.  High Tuesday 102.  Low Tuesday night 77. 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï Action decreased yesterday as scattered skirmishes in the Americal 
Divisionôs area of southern I Corps resulted in 15 VC and 31 NVA killed and 62 individual and 16 
crew-served weapons captured. 
   Activity in the 196th Infantry Brigadeôs area of operations slackened yesterday as brigade forces 
killed 42 enemy soldiers and captured 11 weapons in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   A unit of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry killed four NVA and captured three weapons yesterday in 
action four miles north of Que Son.  the weapons captured included two AK-47s and one K-44 rifle. 
   A unit of the 1st Battalion, 6th found one NVA yesterday who had been killed by an air strike and an 
AK-47 in an area eight miles south of Que Son.  In the same area infantrymen of the battalion found 
17 dead NVA who were recently killed by artillery and air strikes.  A Reconnaissance Patrol called in 
artillery fire on a group of VC 10 miles west of Que Son resulting in three VC killed. 
   A unit of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry received automatic weapons fire and subsequently killed 
nine NVA during a fire fight in an area seven miles southwest of Que Son.  In the contact two Ak-37s 
and a 12.7 anti-aircraft machinegun were captured. 
   A company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry, ñGimletsò, led by CPT Robert E. Corregan Jr. 
(Arlington, Va) observed and engaged two NVA in fox holes eight miles southwest of Que Son.  The 
infantrymen killed the two NVA and captured a BAR and an SKS.  in the same area, the unit engaged 
and killed another NVA.  Another ñGimletò company led by CPT Dennis A. Leach (Fairmont, Minn) 
engaged and killed two VC in separate contacts five miles west of Que Son. 
   Infantrymen of the 198th Infantry Brigade uncovered a large weapons cache in Operation Burlington 
Trail yesterday.  Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry were led to a large weapons cache by a 
detainee in an area 16 miles northwest of Cu Lai.  The infantrymen found 65 weapons and more than 
15,000 round of small arms ammunition.  in the cache there were 50 individual and 15 crew-served 
weapons. 
   Civic action soldiers of the ñBrave and Boldò Brigade treated 89 Vietnamese during two MEDCAPs 
yesterday.  
   Americalôs 11th Infantry Brigade reported light enemy contact in their portion of the Quang Ngai 
Province yesterday.  The ñJungle Warriorsò killed four enemy soldiers, detained three suspects and 
captured two individual weapons. 
   Elements of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry killed two of the enemy and recovered a bolt action rifle 
yesterday in an area three miles south of Duc Pho,.  The ñGimletsò also apprehended one suspect 
and captured some equipment. 
   A rifle company of the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry commanded by CPT William Riggs (Houston, 
Texas) killed a VC in mountainous terrain six mils southwest of Duc Pho.  The unit also recovered the 
soldierôs AK-47 rifle and equipment. 
   ñAero Scoutsò of the 123rd Aviation Battalion killed one VC yesterday in action six miles west of 
Quang Ngai in Operation Muscatine. 
   Civic action soldiers of the 11th Brigade treated 1342 Vietnamese during MEDCAPs last week. 
   Elements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry killed two VC during scattered action in their area of 
operation yesterday.  ñFò Troop, 8th Cavalry reported both kills in an engagement four miles northeast 
of Thang Binh in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa.  Other 1st Cavalry elements detained one suspect in 
yesterdayôs action. 
  Division units suffered two soldiers killed and 11 wounded and evacuated for treatment. 
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Volume 2 No. 35 Americal Daily New Sheet FRIDAY May 24, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
   Continued partly cloudy Saturday with rain and thunderstorms in the vicinity.  Winds east 
southeasterly at 5-10 knots. High Saturday 101.  Low Saturday night 78. 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï Among scattered enemy contacts in the Americal Divisionôs area of 
southern I Corps yesterday was an attack on the Divisionôs Chu Lai complex which resulted in no 
casualties and light damage.  During sporadic fighting, Division forces killed 27 VC and 12 NVA and 
captured seven individual weapons. 
   Artillery from the 198th Infantry Brigade stormed down on rocket firing sites early yesterday morning 
disrupting the attack on the Chu Lai complex.  A search of the area found the artillery to be on target.  
Activity slackened the rest of the day for the 1998th Infantry Brigade as they reported no significant 
enemy contacts. 
   Elements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry accounted for nine VC and six NVA killed during actions 
in Operation Burlington Trail and Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.  First Cavalry troopers killed 
the six NVA and two of the VC and captured five individual weapons during a fight nine miles 
southwest of Tam Ky.  Later in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa, an air strike in support of 1st Cavalry 
ground troops three miles south of Hoi An accounted for five more Viet Cong killed.  In the same area, 
gunships of ñFò Troop, 8th Cavalry observed two VC killed by an air strike. 
   Elements of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed 10 VC and six NVA and captured two weapons in 
sporadic action yesterday northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Americalôs 11th Infantry Brigade killed eight VC and detained four suspects in scattered action 
yesterday throughout their portion of Quang Ngai Province.  
   After only a few enemy rockets were fired, 198th Infantry Brigade artillery bombarded the suspected 
positions shortly before two a.m.  A search of the mountainous area west of Chu Lai by 1st Battalion, 
46th Infantry soldiers revealed the artillery to be right on target.  Numerous blood trails and rocket 
firing components were found by the infantrymen. 
   An element of the 196th Infantry Brigadeôs 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry killed five NVA in an area nine 
miles northwest of Tam Ky.  Later the company detained one suspect. 

   A unit of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry engaged two VC in a sampan resulting in two VC 
killed and one sampan destroyed. 
   Elements of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry found two dead VC who had been recently killed in 
fighting three miles west of Que Son.  Later, another unit of the same battalion killed one VC and 
captured a carbine and equipment. 
   Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry killed one NVA yesterday in action northwest of Tam Ky.  
Other action by units  
of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry resulted in four VC killed and one weapon captured. 
   Infantrymen of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry killed one VC in action six miles southeast of Que 
Son. 
   Infantrymen from the 11th Brigadeôs 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry commanded by CPT Joe Rhinehart 
(Canton, N.C.) engaged a group of VC six miles west of Duc Pho yesterday.  In the brief fire fight, 
brigade soldiers killed four of the Viet Cong. 
   An offensive sweep around Lam Binh Lake four miles southeast of Duc Pho by a unit of the 4th 
Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CT Fred H. Mowrey (San Gabriel, Calif) resulted in one VC killed, two 
suspects apprehended and two booby trapped 105 rounds destroyed.  Another unit of the same 
battalion operating five miles south of Duc Pho killed another VC yesterday afternoon. 
   In Operation Muscatine, ñAero Scoutò gunships supporting ARVN soldiers yesterday, three miles 
east of Quang Ngai, unleashed numerous rockets on an unknown size enemy force.  No assessment 
of damage has been reported. 
   ñAero Scoutò helicopters of the 123rd Aviation Battalion also killed two VC and detained two 
suspects in action five miles north of Quang Ngai.    
   Division forces suffered eight soldiers killed and 55 wounded and evacuated for treatment. 



Vol. 2. No.  44 Sunday   June 2, 1968   Americal Daily Newsheet 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
Partly cloudy Monday with intermittent rain and thundershowers in the afternoon and evening.  Winds 
east-northeasterly at 10 knots.  High Monday 96.  Low Monday night 76. 
                    -------Americal Division News------- 
CHU LAI (AMERICAL-IO)-- Action tapered off yesterday as Americal Division forces killed 12 VC and 
nine NVA and captured two individual weapons in their area of southern I Corps. 
   Elements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry and "F" Troop, 8th Cavalry accounted for 16 enemy killed 
in an area 10 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   An element of the 1st Cavalry killed seven NVA and three VC and captured 500 pounds of rice and 
1,000 pounds of potatoes during a sweep yesterday in the Operation Burlington Trail area.  "F" Troop, 
8th Cavalry killed two NVA and two VC in the same area.  The 3d Battalion, 16th Artillery accounted 
for one VC when it fired in support of the 1st Cavalry. 
   In Operation Wheeler/Wallowa, a 1st Cavalry element killed one VC two miles north of Thang Binh. 
   Americal's 196th Infantry Brigade reported light action yesterday as "Charger" units killed five VC 
and captured two individual weapons. 
   Infantrymen of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT Robert E. Corrigan (Arlington, Virginia) 
engaged and killed two VC and captured two K-44s during action six miles southwest of Hoi An.  
Later, another unit of the battalion killed one VC in the same area. 
   An 11th Infantry Brigade unit from the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry (A Company) operating in the 
196th Infantry Brigade's tactical area killed one VC and captured one hand grenade and equipment 
during a sweep 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Soldiers of the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Ronald Welte (San Francisco, California) 
uncovered five holes containing 1,500 pounds of rice. 
   Soldiers of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry killed one VC yesterday during a sweep eight miles 
northwest of Tien Phuoc. 
   In a brief change of command ceremony held at LZ Baldy COL Fredric J. Kroesen (Trenton, New 
Jersey) assumed command of the "Chargers" replacing COL Louis Gelling (Carlisle, Pennsylvania) 
who led the brigade for the past seven months. 
   Elements of the 11th Infantry Brigade apprehended 13 suspects during operations in Quang Ngai 
Province yesterday. 
   Infantrymen of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT Fred H. Mowrey (San Gabriel, California) 
sweeping mountainous terrain three miles south-west of Duc Pho, uncovered 2,500 rounds of small 
arms ammunition and three tons of rice.  Other "Gimlet" units detained nine suspects. 
    No contacts were reported in the 198th Infantry Brigade's area. 
   Division forces suffered four soldiers killed and 34 wounded and evacuated for treatment. 
   ------------------------------------------------------------- 
   The Americal Division recently celebrated the Unit Day, the anniversary of the Division's activation 
on New Caledonia in 1942. 
   Moving from one tropical area to another, soldiers of the Division have never failed to give an 
outstanding account of themselves in battle, be it against Japanese commandos or North Vietnamese 
regulars. 
   The following letter, dated 25 May, was sent by LTG Bruce Palmer is intended for all officers and 
men of the Americal Division. 
   On behalf of the officers and men of the United States Army, Vietnam, I extend best wishes to the 
members of the Americal Division on your Organization Day. 
The combat record of the Americal dates back to 1942 when the Division made it's first bright mark on 
the pages of American military history.  The Division's campaigns in New Caledonia, Guadalcanal, 
Bougainville and Leyte are a combat background second to none.  Soldiers of the Americal have 
continued to uphold this magnificent record in Vietnam.  The gallantry in action of your officers and 
men in the southern half of I Corps Tactical Zone during some of the most bitter fighting in Vietnam 
has won accolades from all sides.  Time and again the Americal has defeated the 2d NVA Division 
reinforced by Viet Cong Main Force and Local Force units.  Particularly noteworthy were the battle 
successes of the Division which smashed the enemy's 1968 Tet offensive. 
I know that you and your men in the years ahead will add new laurels to the proud record.  Good luck 
and best wishes. 
         Warm Regards,            Bruce Palmer, Jr.              
Lieutenant General, U.S. Army             Deputy Commanding General, USARV 



Vol. 2 No. 91 Friday July 19, 1968 
        AMERICAL  
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    news  |  *| sheet 
              |* *| 
                \*/ 
             
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
Continued fair with scattered showers in the mountains in the afternoon.  Winds easterly at 10 knots.  High Saturday 
98.  Low Saturday night 79. 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL - IO)--Americal Division units reported 11 VC and two NVA killed and three crew-served 
weapons captured during enemy contacts yesterday in their area of Southern I Corps. 
   Elements of the 196th Infantry Brigade accounted for nine enemy killed and two AK-47 rifles captured in scattered 
action. 
   A company commanded by CPT Randall Lundeen (Schofield Barracks, Hawaii) from the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry 
engaged and killed one VC with small arms fire 12 miles southwest of LZ Baldy. 
   A unit led by CPT Jay E. Pry (Sacramento, Calif.) from the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry observed an armed NVA soldier 
14 miles west of Tam Ky.  The unit engaged the enemy killing him and capturing his AK-47 rifle.  Later the unit killed 
two VC in separate contacts.  Another 3d Battalion element commanded by CPOT Robert E. Corrigan Jr. (Arlington, 
Va.) engaged and killed and amred VC and captured his AK-47. 
   Troopers from "F" Troop, 17th Armored Cavalry killed one VC yesterday when they engaged a small group of enemy 
three miles west of LZ Baldy. 
   An 11th Infantry  Brigade element commanded by 1LT James Smith (Antigo, Wash.) from the 4th Battalion, 3d 
Infantry working in the 196th Infantry Brigade's tactical area killed one VC west of LZ West.  In the same area, a unit of 
"F" Troop, 8th Cavalry killed two more VC." 
   Widely scattered contacts in the 11th Infantry Brigade's are of Quang Ngai Province resulted in one VC and one NVA 
killed ant three 120mm mortar tubes captured. 
   Infantrymen commanded by CPT John P. Nolan (Hopkinsville, Ky.) from the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry killed the NVA 
soldier near an enemy base camp in the mountains 27 miles west of Duc Pho.  The "Always First" soldiers found the 
base camp, which contained partially built bunkers, mess halls, classrooms, and communication facilities, by following 
strands of commo wire.  The rifle company also found 12 hand grenades and assorted ammunition. 
   Later, soldiers led by CPT William Adams, (Madison, Ind.) from the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry (A Company) killed 
one VC while on a patrol five miles south of Duc Pho. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Aviation Battalion located three mortar tubes yesterday while working in an area 26 miles 
west of Mo Duc. 
   Units of the 198th Infantry Brigade reported light action again yesterday as the infantrymen killed one VC south of 
Chu Lai in Quang Ngai Province. 
   A reconnaissance platoon led by 1LT James A. Lockhart (Montpelier, Ohio) from the 1st Battalion, 52d Infantry 
spotted two enemy yesterday killing one and capturing an M-1 carbine and some documents. 
   Action continued scattered in the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry's area of operation yesterday as the troopers killed one 
VC and apprehended six suspects in contacts nine miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Division forces suffered three soldiers killed and 12 wounded and evacuated for treatment. 
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Vol. 2. No. 131 Wednesday August 28, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
Fair to partly cloudy skies.  Winds at 10 knots from the Northeast.  High Thursday 100.  Low Thursday night 80 (B-6). 
               AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)- Action slowed in the Americal Division's southern I Corps Tactical Zone yesterday as 
Division forces accounted for 16 NVA and 14 VC killed, three NVA detained, two crew-served weapons and seven 
individual weapons captured. 
   Action in the 1st Squadron, 1st Armored Cavalry's area of operations slowed yesterday as "Dragoons" and 
supporting elements accounted for 16 NVA and two VC killed, three NVA detained, two crew-served weapons and six 
individual weapons captured in an area centered seven miles west of Tam Ky. 
   "A" Troop accounted for eight of the NVA killed, three AK-47s and two 12.7mm anti-aircraft guns captured. 

   A company of the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry engaged a group of NVA late yesterday, killing four NVA 13 
miles west of Tam Ky. 
   A company of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry accounted for two NVA killed, three AK-47s and one NVA detained.  
   "F" Troop, 8th Cavalry killed two NVA and two VC. 
   In scattered light action yesterday the 196th Infantry Brigade killed six VC. 
   A company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry received two hand grenades on their perimeter early yesterday morning.  
Flares were fired and the enemy was engaged with small arms fire and hand grenades, resulting in four VC killed 23 
miles west of Tam Ky. 
   A company of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry observed two VC evading 13 miles west of Tam Ky.  The enemy was 
engaged with small arms fire, killing both VC. 
   198th Infantry Brigade soldiers killed two VC during light scattered action yesterday. 
   "H" Troop, 17th Cavalry found the body of one VC yesterday morning.  The cavalrymen had killed the VC earlier in a 
brief contact south of Tam Ky. 
   A company of the 39th Engineer Battalion, working in support of the 1st Battalion, 52d Infantry killed one VC 
attempting to evade south of Chu Lai. 
   11th Brigade infantrymen reported four VC killed and two suspects apprehended as light action continued yesterday 
in the Duc Pho area. 
   "Always First" rifle platoons of the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry led by 1LT Vincent Satriano (Chicago,IL) and SSG 
Raymond Sampier (Valley, Station, KT) killed two VC in separate contacts while conducting combat sweeps north of 
Duc Pho. 
   A company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry killed two VC south of Chu Lai. 
   "Shark" gunships from the 174th Aviation Company responding to a call from 2d ARVN Division soldiers in conatact 
with an estimated VC company yesterday six miles east of Quang Ngai, destroyed ten fortified structures and two 
machine gun positions with rockets and machine gun fire. 
   Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and 17 wounded and evacuated for treatment. 



Vol. 2. No. 132 Thursday  August 29, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
   Fair to partly cloudy skies.  Winds at 10 knots from the Northeast.  High Friday 100. Low Friday night 80. (B-6) 
                 AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action remained steady in the Americal Division's southern I Corps Tactical Zone 
yesterday as Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 16 VC and 16 NVA killed and nine individual 
weapons captured. 
   Action remained steady yesterday in the 198th Infantry Brigade's area of operations as "Brave and Bold" soldiers and 
supporting elements reported four VC and eight NVA killed and eight individual weapons captured. 
   Brigade artillery units were credited with the eight NVA killed by artillery Tuesday night.  
   The eight NVA bodies were found northeast of Chu Lai by a company of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry.  The 
"Professionals" also found three M-16 rifles, three M-1 rifles, one carbine and one AK-47 with the bodies. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Aviation Company killed one VC near Chu Lai. 
   A company of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry killed three VC near Chu Lai. 
    Civic Action soldiers of the 198th Infantry Brigade treated 68 Vietnamese yesterday during two medical visits. 
   In action centered in an area nine miles north-northwest of Tam Ky "Dragoons" of the 1st Squadron, 1st Armored 
Cavalry and supporting elements accounted for eight NVA and one VC killed yesterday. 

   "B" Troop accounted for one NVA killed, "C" Troop killed five of the NVA, "F" Troop, 8th Cavalry killed one 
of the NVA and one VC and the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry "Guardians" killed the other NVA. 
   In the 196th Infantry Brigade's area of operations "Charger" 
units killed eight VC and captured one AK-47 in scattered action. 
   "F" Troop, 17th Cavalry called in artillery on a group of VC resulting in three VC killed 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   A reconnaissance element of the 4 Battalion, 21st Infantry engaged and killed two evading VC seven miles south of 
Hoi An. 
   The command and control helicopter of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry in two separate incidents killed a total of three 
VC and captured one AK-47 four miles south of Hoi An.   
   Scattered enemy contact in the 11th Brigade's area around Duc Pho yesterday resulted in three VC killed. 
   A fire team led by PFC Edward L Zimmerly (Ambey, IL) from a company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry killed one 
VC when two VC leaped from a tree and attempted to evade. 
   Later yesterday a squad from the same company led by SP4 Charles N. Schell (St. Paul, MN) killed two evading VC. 
   Americal Division forces suffered four soldiers killed and 22 wounded and evacuated for treatment. 



Vol. 2. No. 133 Thursday August 30, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
Fair to partly cloudy skies.  Winds at 10 knots from the Northeast.  High Saturday 100.  Low Saturday night 79.  (B-6) 
 
                   AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
 
CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)---Action decreased in the Americal Division's southern I Corps Tactical Zone yesterday as 
Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 11 VC killed and two individual weapons captured. 
   In the 11th Brigade area of operations around Mo Duc and Duc Pho, ground units killed seven VC and apprehended 
10 suspects in scattered action. 
   "Always First" soldiers of the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry detained nine suspects for questioning during yesterdays 
operations.  Two rifle companies of the battalion led by 1LT Vincent Satariano (Chicago, IL) and 1LT Eugene S. 
Phillips (Killeen, TX) killed a total of five VC in three separate contacts north of Duc Pho and east of Mo Duc. 
   "Sykes Regulars" of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry reported a total of two VC killed in two incidents south of Duc Pho. 
   "Charger" units of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed three VC and captured one weapon in Operation 
Wheeler/Wallowa area yesterday. 
   A Recon element of the 3d Battalion 21st Infantry killed one VC with small arms fire 16 miles west of Tam Ky 
yesterday.   
   "Gimlets" of a Company of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry company killed a total of two VC in two separate incidents 
nin miles west of Tam Ky. 

   "Guardians" of a 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry company uncovered one M-1 carbine 21 miles northwest of 
Tam Ky. 
   Action in the 198th Infantry Brigade area of operation was light and scattered yesterday as "Brave and Bold" soldiers 
and supporting elements killed one VC, detained two suspects, and captured one weapon. 
   A company of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry led by CPT Lawrence G. Johnson (Westhester, IL) killed one VC 
northwest of Chu Lai yesterday morning. 
   A group of NVA fled leaving behind one AK-47 rifle yesterday when "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Aviation Company 
swooped down on the northwest of Chu Lai. 
   "Ready Rifles" of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry captured one wounded VC south of Chu Lai yesterday morning.  The 
VC was evacuated for medical treatment. [Comment: Ready Rifles is 1/52.  C 1/52 was the correct unit]. 
   A unit of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry led by CPT Chris N. Martin (Schoefield Barracks, HA) captured one VC 
yesterday when the "Regulars" won a foot race with the VC trying to outrun the unit. 
   Civic action soldiers of the 198th Infantry Brigade treated 84 Vietnamese yesterday during two medical visits. 
   Units of the 1st Squadron, 1st Armored Cavalry reported no significant contacts in their area of operations yesterday. 
   Division forces suffered one soldier wounded and evacuated for treatment. 
 
   AMERICAL NEWS SHEET 
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding  
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., IO 
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414 
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, Americal Division APO96374 as an authorized 
Army publication.  This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and may not be duplicated or 
released to the news media. 



Vol. 2. No. 134 Saturday August 31, 1968 
 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
   Fair to partly cloudy skies.  Winds at 10 knots from the northeast.  High Sunday 95.  Low Sunday night 72.  (B-6) 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) --- Action increased in the Americal Division southern I Corps Tactical Zone yesterday as 
Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 23 VC and one NVA killed and five individual weapons 
captured. 
   Elements of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed nine VC and captured three individual weapons in their area of 
operations yesterday. 
   A reconnaissance element of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry killed one evading VC with small arms fire yesterday 10 
miles south of Hoi An.  Later the element killed another VC with grenades in the same area. 
   In an area centered eight miles south of Hoi An a company of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry killed a total of four VC 
in three separate incidents.  Another company of the battalion found one carbine in bushes 11 miles south of Hoi An. 

   A company of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry engaged a group of NVA with small arms fire, killing one NVA 
four miles northeast of Que Son. 
   A company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry engaged two evading VC with small arms fire killing one VC 25 miles 
west of Tam Ky.  Later another company of the battalion spotted a group of VC in the open.  Artillery was called in, 
killing one VC 26 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   A reconnaissance element of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry found one M-1 carbine and one SKS rifle in a hut 24 
miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Infantry and Cavalrymen of 198th Infantry combined with "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Aviation Battalion, killed six VC 
and captured one individual weapon yesterday in  the Operation Burlington Trail area. 
   "Aero Scouts" flying in support of the 198th Infantry Brigade yesterday killed three VC in the Operation Burlington 
Trail area.  Later the "Aero Scouts" killed another VC southwest of Chu Lai.  
   A company of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry killed one VC and captured one M-1 carbine when they returned fire on 
a sniper in the Operation Burlington Trail area. 
   Yesterday morning "H" Troop, 17th Cavalry engaged a group of VC south of Vinh Son, killing one VC. 
   Action in the 11th Infantry Brigade's area of operations remained scattered yesterday as the "Jungle Warriors" and 
supporting elements killed six VC, captured one weapon, and detained two suspects. 
   A gunship from "Primo Aviation Limited" killed one evading VC 12 miles north of LZ Bronco. 
   In the jungle eight miles southwest of Duc Pho, SP4 Alberto Rodriguez (Kerrelville, Texas), point man for a 
reconnaissance element of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, encountered two VC.  The two VC fired at Rodriguez and 
fled.  Rodriguez returned fire, killing one of the VC.  One K-44 rifle was taken from the dead enemy. 
      Yesterday afternoon the Command and Control helicopter from the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry detained one VC 
suspect 11 miles north of the "Jungle Warrior's" home. 
  The 11th Brigade's 52nd Military Intelligence Detachment killed two evading VC in rice paddies four miles north of 
Duc Pho. 
      Action in the 1st Squadron, 1st Armored Cavalry's area of operations increased slightly yesterday as "F" Troop, 8th 
Cavalry killed two VC and detained two VC suspects. 
   Americal Division forces suffered one soldier killed and two wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 
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Vol. 2. No. 136 Monday   September 2, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
 
Partly cloudy with light scattered rains.  Winds variable at 8 knots.  High Tuesday, 98, low Tuesday 92.  
(B-6) 
 
                  AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action in the Americal Division's southern I Corps Tactical Zone 
remained scattered yesterday as Division forces accounted for 12 VC killed, eight NVA killed, and 
three individual weapons captured. 
   11th Inf. Bde. action was concentrated north of Duc Pho yesterday as rifle companies from the 3d 
Bn., 1st Inf. killed six VC and captured two individual weapons during a combat patrol four miles north 
of LZ Bronco. 
   The "Always First" Infantrymen of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. under CPT' John P. Nolan (Hopkinsville, Ky.) 
sweeping the marshy low lands yesterday morning killed a total of four VC in a series of small unit 
contacts. 
   A company of same battalion led by 2LT Bruce E. Diksas (Clarendon Hill, Ill.) Observed two VC 
evading into a spider hole.  As the unit moved in, the enemy tossed grenades from their hiding place.  
Sgt. Thomas H. Swartz (Michigan Center, Mich.) rushed forward, throwing grenades and firing his M-
16 into the hole.  When Sgt. Swertz crawled in to investigate, he found two dead VC, an M-1 carbine, 
a Thompson sub-machine gun, and enemy documents. 
   "Jungle warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. apprehended three suspects for questioning in the Duc Pho 
area yesterday. 
   Elements of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and five VC and captured one AK-47 rifle in scattered 
action yesterday. 
   A company of the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. engaged a group of evading VC 26 miles west of Tam Ky, killing 
two VC, in the same area the "Gimlets" found an assortment of supplies, bandages, 300 malaria pills, 
50 pounds of corn, one Chicom grenade, 10 pair of sandals, documents, and one AK-47 rifle. 
   "Gimlets of the same company engaged a group of evading VC with small arms fire 25 miles west of 
Tam Ky. Killing one VC. 
   "Polar Bears" from a company of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. following a blood trail 25 miles west of Tam 
Ky, found the body of a NVA soldier in a freshly dug grave.  In the same area six Chicom grenades, 
one Chicom mine, an NVA ID card, an AK-47 magazine, and three bamboo bangalore torpedoes 
were found. 
   In the same area another 4th Bn., 31st Inf. treated 20 Vietnamese during a MEDCAP near LZ Baldy 
yesterday. 

   The 2d Bn., 1st Inf. "Legionnaires" distributed 3000 pounds of rice to Vietnamese in the 
village of Que Son yesterday evening. 
   One VC was reported killed yesterday during action in the 198th Inf. Bde's. area of operations and 
seven NVA were killed as a result of an all day contact four miles west of Chu Lai. 
   One VC body was found yesterday as a result of a contact Saturday night by a night patrol led by 
Sgt. Earl C. Smith (Garland, Tex.) and 1Lt James Milling (Columbia, S.C.)  the patrol's platoon leader 
said "My men were using enemy tactics by moving at night in small numbers and surprised Charlie." 
   In other action two companies of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. ran into a large enemy force early yesterday 
morning four miles west of Chu Lai.  Fighting continued, with heavy air support throughout the day, 
resulting in seven NVA killed late yesterday evening. 
   Civic Action soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. treated 1195 Vietnamese yesterday during medical visits. 

 



Vol. 2. No. 138 Wednesday September 4, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
Cloudy skies with intermittent light rains will continue throughout the forecast.  High 92, low 78. Winds 
variable at 8 knots. (B-6) 
        AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action in the Americal Division's southern I Corps Tactical Zone increased 
slightly yesterday as Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 30 VC killed, 16 NVA 
killed, and six individual weapons captured. 
   In scattered action throughout the 196th Inf. Bde's area of operations yesterday, "Charger" units 
killed 16 VC, two NVA, and captured three individual weapons. 
   A company of the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. killed two VC in two separate incidents 18 miles northwest of Tam 
Ky. 
   In an area 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky, another 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company killed four VC and two 
NVA in four separate contacts. 
   Reconnaissance elements of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed two VC in two separate contacts yesterday 
four miles south of Hoi An. 
   A company of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. engaged and killed one VC six miles south of Hoi An.  The unit 
later killed five VC in the same area. 
   A company of the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. found the body of one VC killed by small arms fire and one M-79 
grenade launcher 13 miles south of Hoi An. 
   Another company of the same battalion was led by a VC female to a K-44 rifle concealed in a hut 24 
miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   A company of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. was fired on by snipers.  The unit returned fire killing one VC and 
capturing one AK-47 33 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Scattered action in the 11th Inf. Bde's. area of operations yesterday resulted in nine VC killed, eight 
NVA killed, and three individual weapons captured in Quang Ngai Province. 
    A company of the 1st Bn., 21st Inf. killed eight VC south of Quang Ngai yesterday. (This was a typo 
there was no 1/21st Inf. Bn. serving in this AO. However, the 1/20th Inf. reported 8 enemy 
KIAs, then upgraded this later to 12 enemy KIAs. 
   Yesterday morning troops of a company of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. killed one VC, detained one suspect, 
and captured two hand grenades and ammunition ----Not Readable------ 
   Yesterday afternoon soldiers of another 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed three NVA and captured two 
AK-47 rifles and a pistol belt with grenades five miles west of Quang Ngai City.  Later the same unit 
killed five NVA and captured one AK-47 seven miles west of Quang Ngai. 
   In the 196th Inf. Bde's. area of operations around Chu Lai yesterday "Brave and Bold" soldiers and 
supporting air power reported six NVA killed, and five VC killed. 
   A search through an area west of Chu Lai by a company of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. uncovered the 
bodies of five dead NVA yesterday.  The five NVA were killed by fighter bombers flying in support of 
the battalion Sunday. 
   In the same area a reconnaissance patrol killed two VC. 
     "Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn. Bn. and helicopters of "F" Troop 8th Cav engaged and killed two 
VC in separate action south of Chu Lai yesterday.   
   The reconnaissance platoon of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. located four enemy bunkers containing three 
60mm mortar rounds and 350 AK-47 rounds south of Chu Lai yesterday.  Later the platoon found the 
body of one NVA in a grave in the same area. 
   A company of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. killed one VC east of Tien Phuoc yesterday. 
   Civic Action soldiers of the 196th treated 170 Vietnamese during three MEDCAPS yesterday. 
   Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and 15 wounded and evacuated for treatment. 
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Vol. 2. No. 140 Friday    September 6, 1968 



 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT   SATURDAY 
Cloudy skies with rain and gusty winds ending in the afternoon.   High 89, low 75. Winds 
southwesterly at 10 knots.  (B-6) 
                    AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action slowed in the Americal Division's southern I Corps Tactical Zone 
yesterday as Division forces and supporting elements reported eight VC killed, three NVA killed, 
seven VC suspects detained, and three individual weapons captured. 
   Heavy rain failed to stop 198th Inf. Bde soldiers yesterday as they accounted for two VC and two 
NVA killed, three weapons captured, and discovered two enemy base camps. 
   The reconnaissance platoon of the 1st Bn., 52d Inf. led by 1LT James A. Lockhart (Montpelier, Ohio) 
was involved in one contact yesterday.  The "Ready Rifles" spotted three NVA west of Chu Lai.  The 
three were engaged., killing two and capturing two AK-47 rifles, two hand grenades, and 155 rounds 
of AK-47 ammunition. 
   Early yesterday morning a 1st Bn., 46th Inf. company found the body of one VC killed in action 
Wednesday night.  A CAP team found a VC killed in the same area by the 198th's 1st Bn., 14th 
Artillery. 
   Later that morning a reconnaissance platoon of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. operating five miles west of Chu 
Lai discovered a large bunker complex used within the past two or three days. 
   Operating in the same area a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company commanded by CPT Francis X. Brennan 
(Boston, Mass.) found an NVA base camp which was capable of holding 25 people. 
  A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company found one individual weapon yesterday seven miles southwest of Tien 
Phuoc. 
   Civic Action soldiers of the "Brave and Bold" Brigade treated 317 Vietnamese during two MEDCAPs 
yesterday. 
   Scattered action throughout the 196th Inf. Bde's area of operations yesterday accounted for five VC 
and one NVA killed in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed one evading VC 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Another 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed another evading VC 18 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company while searching and area 24 miles northwest of Tam Ky, engaged a 
group of enemy soldiers in a hut after the enemy threw hand grenades at the unit.  Three VC and one 
NVA killed resulted from that contact. 
   11th Inf. Bde's. "Jungle Warriors" reported one VC killed, and seven suspects detained as enemy 
contacts dropped in the Quang Ngai Province yesterday. 
   Yesterday morning "Sykes Regulars" of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed an evading VC three 
miles southeast of LZ Bronco. 
   A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained three VC suspects on a trail 4 miles west of Quang Ngai City.  
Another "Old Guard" company detained two VC suspects in other action 12 miles west of Quang Ngai 
City. 
   "Primo Aviation Limited" detained a VC suspect in a village seven miles north of Duc Pho. 
   A 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company detained one VC suspect four miles southeast of the "Jungle Warriors" 
home. 
   No enemy contacts were reported in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav's area of operations yesterday. 
   Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and nine wounded and evacuated for treatment. 
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Vol. 2. No. 145 Tuesday   September 11, 1968  (Vol 2. No. 144 was a typo on this issue) 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT   WEDNESDAY 
Partly cloudy skies with scattered showers.  High 95, low 79.  Winds northeasterly at 8 to 10 knots. (B-
6) 
                       AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action remained scattered in the Americal Division's southern I Corps Tactical 
Zone yesterday as Division forces accounted for 18 VC and one NVA killed and 19 crew-served and 44 individual 
weapons captured. 
   Light enemy contacts in Quang Ngai Province resulted in 11 VC killed, eight suspects detained and four 
weapons captured by 11th Inf. Bde.s "Jungle Warriors" yesterday. 
   In the area west of Quang Ngai City a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company received sniper fire.  The "Old Guard" soldiers 
returned the fire, killing three VC. 
   Near the same area troops of another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company killed two evading VC and detained one suspect. 
   Soldiers of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed two VC and captured one VC suspect and carbine 10 miles north 
of Duc Pho.  The suspect later lead the "Sykes Regulars" to a tunnel near huts in the same area where a VC 
identified as a platoon leader was killed and four more suspects detained. 
   Troops of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed a VC in their perimeter west of the Province Capital and captured one 
AK-47 rifle and one Chicom flare pistol. 
   In other action west of Quang Ngai City, another  3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed a VC in a hole,  In the same 
area one 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. company found a 7.62mm pistol, and another  4th Bn., 3rd Inf. company detained two 
suspects who were trying to hide in a crowd. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn. Bn. killed one evading VC 12 miles south of LZ Bronco. 
   Units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed four VC and one NVA and captured 17 crewserved and 39 individual weapons 
in scattered action throughout the "Chargers" Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area yesterday. 
   "Polar Bears" of a 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company commanded by 1LT Dickie Dickson (North Liberty, Ind.) found a 
large enemy weapons cache and a NVA base camp in a thick double and triple canopy jungle valley 27 miles 
west of Tam Ky. 
   The company along with a reconnaissance element of the battalion was conducting a thorough search of the 
area when they found the weapons and equipment with about 25 huts. 
   In the weapons cache there were ten B-40 rocket rounds, 31 SKS carbines, five AK-47 rifles, seven RPD light 
machine guns, nine portable flame throwers, one RPG-7, two US carbines, one K-44 rifle, and a box of maps, 
overlays, documents, and about 100 pounds of explosives.  All the equipment and weapons were evacuated. 
   "F" Troop 8th, CAV. observed one evading VC 17 miles southwest of Tam Ky.  The enemy was engaged, 
resulting in one VC killed. 

   A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company found 2000 pounds of rice in five gallon cans eight miles southwest of 
Hoi An.  The rice will be evacuated and distributed to needy villagers. 
   A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company engaged and killed one evading VC with small arms fire 20 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   A reconnaissance element of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. engaged a group of evading VC six miles west of Hoi An , 
resulting in two VC killed. 
   A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged two evading NVA eight miles west of Tam Ky, killing one NVA and 
capturing two NVA ponchos, two pair of black pajamas, and 15 pounds of rice. 
   A continuing search through the rocket ridge area again provided the highlight for yesterday's action by the 
198th Inf. Bde.  Two VC were reported killed and one individual and two crewserved weapons captured in the 
Operation Burlington Trail and Chu Lai area. 
   A unit of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. commanded by CPT Francis X. Brennan (Boston Mass.) located two 122mm 
rockets and additional warheads hidden in holes. 
   The "Regulars" discovered one carbine and several documents in the jungle highlands four miles west of Chu 
Lai. 
   Near Chu Lai a 198th aerial observer spotted one VC killed by artillery. 
   Early yesterday afternoon a "Blue Ghost" of "F" Troop, 8th Cav. returning from a reconnaissance mission 
northwest of Chu Lai spotted one VC.  The enemy was engaged and killed. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported one VC killed and one suspect detained by their "A" Troop and one 
suspect detained by "C" Troop in the Operation Burlington Trail area. 
   Division forces suffered one soldier killed and 13 wounded and evacuated for treatment. 

 
 



Vol. 2. No. 147 Friday    September 13, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SATURDAY 
Mostly cloudy to cloudy with intermittent showers.  High 90, low 77, Winds northeast at 8 to 10 knots.  
(B-6) 
                 AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action remained scattered in the Americal Division's southern I Corps 
Tactical Zone yesterday as Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 29 VC and four 
NVA killed, two crew-served and three individual weapons captured. 
   Fighting in the 11th Inf. Bde's. area of operations yesterday resulted in 14 VC and four NVA killed, 
two suspects detained, and two crew-served and three individual weapons captured. 
   A Vietnamese national recently escaped from the Viet Cong (who had used him as impressed labor) 
led troops of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company to a complete 105mm howitzer buried near the base of a hill 
eight miles west of Quang Ngai City.  The Vietnamese had been forced to help bury the howitzer 
during the last TET offensive. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed a total of eight VC in four separate contacts yesterday 15 
miles west of Quang Ngai City.  Later the "Aero Scouts" killed an NVA and captured his AK-47 on mile 
southwest of the Ha Thanh Special Forces Camp.  The "Aero Scouts" also detained two suspects 
west of Quang Ngai City.  One of the suspects had blood on his clothing, but no wounds. 
   Soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed three NVA and captured two AK-47 rifles and one RPD 
light machine gun in separate actions near the Ha Thanh Special Forces Camp yesterday. 
   Yesterday morning two evading VC were killed by a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company eight miles north of 
Duc Pho.  Later in the day the "Sykes Regulars" killed another VC in a firefight 11 miles north of LZ 
Bronco. 
   In other action yesterday the U.S. Air Force killed three VC during an air strike 12 miles west of 
Quang Ngai City. 
   "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 12 VC yesterday in the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. 

   "Legionnaires" of a 2d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed one evading VC 25 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky. (This is a typo, this should have been ñ2d Bn., 1st Inf.ò) 
   "Polar Bears" of a 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company called an air strike on an area where an aircraft 
previously received fire, killing one VC 31 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   In an area centered 15 miles west of Tam Ky, Gimlets" of two 3d Bn., 21st Inf. killed four VC in two 
contacts 12 miles southwest of Hoi An. 
   A reconnaissance element of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed four VC in two contacts 12 miles southwest 
of Hoi An. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged a group of VC hiding in a tunnel 29 miles west of Tam Ky, 
killing three of them. 
   Three VC were killed in light scattered activity in the 198th Inf. Bde. area yesterday. 
   A force from a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Lawrence G. Johnson (Westchester, Ill.) 
engaged two VC yesterday afternoon 23 miles northwest of Chu Lai.  One VC was killed by the 
"Professionals" in that jungle skirmish. 
   An element of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. "Regulars" discovered a series of six spider holes while sweeping 
the ridge line west of Chu Lai. 
   Gunships of "F" Troop, 8th Cav. supporting 198th ground troops, reported killing two VC and 
destroying four camouflaged enemy huts yesterday afternoon 15 miles west of Chu Lai. 
   "Brave and Bold" soldiers and medics of the 198th treated 545 Vietnamese yesterday during five 
MEDCAPs. 
   No significant contacts were reported in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav's. area of operations 
yesterday. 
   Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and eight wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 



Vol. 2. No. 151 Tuesday   September 17, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
Fair to partly cloudy skies with afternoon and evening showers.  High 95, low 78.  Winds northeast at 
5 to 10 knots.   (B-6) 
       AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was light and scattered yesterday in the Americal Division's 
southern I Corps Tactical Zone as Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 13 VC killed 
and two individual weapons recovered. 
    "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed eight VC and recovered two individual weapons in 
scattered action in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. 
   In two separate actions a 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company killed a total of three VC in an area 14 miles 
west of Tam Ky. 
   Another "Gimlet" company of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed one evading VC with small arms fire eight 
miles south of Hoi An. 
   The Bde. command and control helicopter killed three evading VC 19 miles west of Tam Ky (Note-
A/123d Avn Bn Pelican helicopter). 
   Bde. aerial observers called artillery on suspected VC locations 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky, 
killing one VC. 

   A company of the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. at LZ Ross (approximately 20 miles west of Tam Ky) 
received two 105mm rounds, 10 M-26 hand grenades, 10 4.2 inch rounds, seven 81mm 
mortar rounds , six 60mm mortar rounds, three M-79 rounds, one 90mm recoilless rifle 
round, 300 rounds of M-60 ammunition, and two LAWS under the Voluntary Informant 
Program yesterday. 
   Action in the 11th Inf. Bde's. area of operations was light and scattered yesterday as "Jungle 
Warriors" combined with "Shark" gunships of the 174th Avn. Co. to kill four VC and detain 11 
suspects. 
   Elements of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. detained 10 suspects for questioning in Operation Champaign 
Grove, 12 miles west of Quang Ngai City yesterday. 
   11th Bde. MPs led by SSG Lones A. Warren (Greenville, S.C.) and  
"Sharks" of the 174th Avn. Co. killed four VC and detained one suspect five miles southeast of Duc 
Pho; as the gunships entered the area they spotted one VC evading to the west. 
   The helicopters landed and SSG Warren's men took the VC under fire, killing him.  Shortly afterward 
the gunships cornered four VC in a hut.  As the MPs approached, the VC fled.  The "Sharks" killed 
one of the fleeing VC and MPs killing the two VC and detained the fourth. 
   Action slowed yesterday as one VC was killed in the 198th Inf. Bde's. area of operations. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. working south of Chu Lai engaged two VC killing one.  Four 
hand grenades were recovered from the VC's body. 
   Six suspects were detained yesterday by "Brave and Bold" soldiers and supporting units.  ARVN 
troops operating with a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company detained three suspects in two separate incidents.  
All three of the suspects were carrying weapons.  A 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company commanded by CPT 
Thomas K. Chapman (Schofield Barracks, Hawaii) detained one wounded suspect in the "rocket 
ridge" area west of Chu Lai.  "Aero Scouts" detained two additional suspects. 
   Civic Action soldiers of the Bde treated 136 Vietnamese yesterday during two medical visits. 
   Division forces suffered one soldier killed and four wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 
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Vol. 2. No. 152 Wednesday September 18, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT    THURSDAY 
Mostly fair with scattered showers.  High 95, low 77 Winds from north northeast at 10 knots. 
             AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was scattered yesterday in the Americal Division's southern I 
Corps Tactical Zone as Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 11 VC and eight NVA 
killed and one crew-served and four individual weapons captured. 
   "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. and supporting elements killed eight VC and captured one 
individual weapon in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. 
   The 2d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter killed two VC 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company in two separate incidents nine miles south of Hoi An killed two VC and 
captured one M-16 rifle.  The battalion command and control helicopter later killed two VC in the same 
area. 
   A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. "Gimlet" company killed one evading VC 15 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   "F" Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC four miles east of Thang Binh. 
   Scattered enemy contacts yesterday resulted in eight NVA and three VC killed, two suspects 
detained, and three individual and one crew-served weapon captured during operations by 11th Bde. 
infantrymen in Quang Ngai Province. 
   Troops of a (A Company) 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed three NVA and then discovered a 
weapons and supply cache containing one RPD light machinegun, two AK-47 rifles, six RPG-7 rocket 
rounds, six Chicom hand grenades, one M-26 hand grenade, three RPD machinegun drums, over 
1500 rounds of AK-47 ammo., 600 rounds of M-16 ammo., pouch, nine NVA packs, one U.S. trip flare, 
three NVA first aid packs, two NVA helmets, and assorted documents.  The cache was found near a 
trail 20 miles west of Quang Ngai City. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed two VC in separate actions near huts located near the Tra 
Khuc river 15 and 16 miles west of Quang Ngai City.  The "Scouts" also captured an M-1 carbine and 
detained one suspect in that action. 
   11th Bde. MPs from Duc Pho killed an evading VC near a hut four miles northwest of the "Jungle 
Warriors" home. 
   A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed five NVA yesterday after receiving automatic weapons fire about 
three miles southwest of Ha Thanh. 
   In action late Monday night troops of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company detained one suspect among huts 
near the Tra Khuc River 15 miles west of Quang Ngai City. 
   Action was light and scattered in the 198th Inf. Bde. area of operations yesterday as "Brave and 
Bold" soldiers denied the enemy supplies and destroyed booby traps. 
   "Professionals" of a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company found 400 pounds of rice the VC had cached in the 
hills northwest of Chu Lai.  Later the company found and destroyed three booby traps. 
   Three M-79 rounds were found by a company of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. as they searched a ridge line 
west of Chu Lai. 
   Another "Regulars" unit of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. treated 426 Vietnamese during five MEDCAPs north 
of Chu Lai yesterday. 
   1st Bn., 52d Inf. Civic Action soldiers brought the total of civilians treated yesterday to 472 as the 
"Ready Rifles" attended to 46 more Vietnamese civilians. 
   "Dragoons" of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported no significant contacts in their area of 
operations yesterday. 
   Division forces suffered six soldiers killed and 31 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 
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Vol. 2. No. 154 Friday    September 20, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT     SATURDAY 
 Fair skies with afternoon and evening showers.  High 95, low 78.  Winds northeast at 10 knots. (B-6) 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action remained mostly scattered yesterday in the Americal Division's 
southern I Corps Tactical Zone as Division forces reported 52 NVA and 13 VC killed and seven crew-
served and four individual weapons captured. 
   Fighting in the 11th Inf. Bde's. area of operations yesterday resulted in 46 NVA and three VC killed, 
one individual weapon captured, and eight suspects detained. 
   Troops of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company found 26 NVA killed in a contact with another company of the 
battalion late Wednesday night.  The bodies were found near a trail 17 miles west of Quang Ngai City.  
Another 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company found five NVA and two VC killed Wednesday night near the same 
site. 
    Later in the day a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company found 60 spider holes containing 10 NVA killed, 10 
RPG-7 rounds, six 57mm recoilless rifle rounds, 10 60 mm mortar rounds, 500 pounds of rice, and 
miscellaneous web gear all in a valley 17 miles west of Quang Ngai City.  Near the same site another 
1st Bn., 20 Inf. company found five more NVA floating in a stream.  Later that afternoon the company 
found one AK-47 rifle near a trail at the base of a hill 16 miles west of Quang Ngai City. 
   The command and control element of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. detained three suspects near a stream four 
miles north of Duc Pho and another company of the battalion detained three suspects in separate 
actions among rice paddies five miles north of Duc Pho. 
   Another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained one suspect hiding near Highway 1 nine miles south of 
Duc Pho. 
   "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for nine VC and one NVA killed and one individual 
weapon captured in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. 

   In separate incidents yesterday a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed two VC 16 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Another 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed one NVA and captured his AK-47 rifle 13 miles 
southwest of Hoi An. 
   A company of the 26th Engr. Bn. found one VC body yesterday northwest of Tam Ky. 
   The recon. plt. of the 3d Bn. 21st Inf. engaged a group of VC 11 miles west of Tam Ky, killing two. 
   In three separate incidents seven miles south of Hoi An, the recon. plt. of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed 
three VC. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC nine miles south of Hoi An yesterday when they returned 
fire on a sniper. 
   "Brave and Bold" soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed five NVA and one VC and captured seven 
crew-served and two individual weapons in their area of operations yesterday. 
   A company of the 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. commanded by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council Bluffs, Iowa) 
teamed with war dogs of the 57th Inf. Plt. (Scout Dog) and the Air Force to inflict the day's largest 
losses on the enemy. 
   Forward air observers of the 198th Inf. Bde. directed an air strike on an enemy base camp located in 
the hills 13 miles west of Tam Ky, killing five NVA. 
   Following the air strikes, CPT Sorensen's company moved into the area.  A large cache was 
uncovered in the base camp. 
   Captured items included one .45 cal. pistol, one shotgun pistol, 400 rounds of AK-47 ammo., 100 
rounds of .51 cal. ammo., 50 pounds of rolled commo wire, one NVA switchboard, 12 NVA ruck sacks, 
100 pounds of rice, 39 B-40 rocket rounds, 11 82mm mortar rounds, six 122mm rockets, 22 57mm 
recoilless rifle rounds, one 82mm mortar tube, first aid kits, medical supplies, and 15 NVA uniforms. 
   An Op of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. killed one VC who sniped at the "Professionals" south of Chu Lai late 
Wednesday night. 
   Civic Action soldiers of the Bde. treated 403 Vietnamese during 10 MEDCAPs yesterday. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported no significant contacts in their area of operations 
yesterday. 
   Division forces suffered one soldier killed and 14 wounded and evacuated for med. treatment. 



Vol. 2. No. 155 Saturday  September 21, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 
SATURDAY 
   Mostly fair to partly cloudy with showers late afternoon. 
   High 93 Low 75.  Winds variable at 5 knots. 
 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)-Action was light and scattered in the Americal Division's southern I Corps 
Zone yesterday as Division forces killed 11 VC, captured one NVA soldier, and captured one crew-
served and 13 individual weapons. 
   "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed five VC in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. 
   "F" Trp., 17th Cav. killed one VC with .50 cal. machine gun fire yesterday 15 miles northwest of Tam 
Ky. 

   A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed one evading VC with small arms fire 17 miles west of 
Tam Ky.  In the same area the command and control helicopter of the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. 
engaged and killed one VC. 
   The recon. plt. of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. engaged and  killed one VC with small arms fire seven miles 
south of Hoi An. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed one evading VC with small arms fire nine miles 
south of Hoi An yesterday. 
   "Brave and Bold" soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. and supporting units killed three VC, captured one 
NVA, and one crew-served and 13 individual weapons during scattered contacts in their area of 
operations yesterday. 
   A 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company captured one NVA while searching an area west of Tam Ky.  A further 
probe of the area produced an enemy weapons cache containing four M-16 rifles, five M-14 rifles, one 
shot gun, two AK-47 rifles, and one RPG-7. 
   'Aero Scouts' of the 123d Avn. Bn. flying over the area being searched by the 1st Bn., 52d Inf.. 
spotted one VC.  The enemy was engaged and killed.  Later they found on M-1 carbine in the same 
vicinity. 
   The recon. plt. of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. led by 1LT William G. Mullen (Falmouth, Mass.) killed one 
evading VC southwest of Chu Lai yesterday afternoon. 
   Join the Americal Division Veterans Association.  Check with your First Sergeant or the Information 
Office. 
   The 'Aero Scouts' of the 123d Avn. Bn. received small arms fire from a group of VC yesterday 
afternoon northwest of Chu Lai.  The 'Scouts' returned fire, killing one VC. 
   Civic Action soldiers of the 198th Bde. treated 153 Vietnamese during four MEDCAPs yesterday. 
   Light enemy contact in the 11th Inf. Bde's. area of operations resulted in three VC killed and 10 
suspects detained. 
   Soldiers of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company killed two VC and detained five suspects in separate actions 
near Duc Pho.  The "Old Guard" soldiers spotted some VC throwing hand grenades from a tunnel.  
"Old Guard" soldiers returned fire killing one VC.  One suspect was detained in that action.  The 
exchange took place six miles north of Duc Pho.  The troops later killed another VC near a village 
eight miles northwest of Duc Pho.  The 'Old Guard' command and control helicopter detained four 
suspects in separate actions near a trail and huts two and three miles northwest of Duc Pho 
yesterday. 
   Gunships of "F" Trp., 8th Cav. killed an evading VC wearing a khaki uniform and detained one 
evading suspect in separate actions near the Tra Khuc River 15 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City. 
  The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported no contacts in their area of operations yesterday. 
   Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and five wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 
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Vol. 2. No. 156 Sunday    September 22, 1968 
   MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT    SUNDAY 
   Partly Cloudy Rain Showers Tonight.  High 92 Low 77  (B-6) 
 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action remained light and  scattered in the Americal Division's southern I 
Corps Tactical Zone yesterday as Division forces accounted for 23 VC killed and two individual 
weapons captured. 
   "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 14 VC and captured two individual weapons in 
Operations Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. 
   In two separate incidents centered nine miles south of Hoi An, a recon. plt. of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. 
killed a total of 12 evading VC with small arms and M-79 fire. 
   A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company found one M-1 carbine and one .45 cal. pistol in an area centered 13 
miles west of Tam Ky. 
   A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed two VC in two separate contacts near Que Son. 
   Light enemy contacts by 11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle Warriors" resulted in seven VC killed and five VC 
suspects detained during operations in Quang Ngai Province. 
   Troops of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company led by CPT George F. Robb (Strongsville, Ohio) killed six VC 
yesterday in three separate actions.  The first three VC were killed in a tunnel at the base of a hill 
seven miles south of Ha Thanh.  In the second contact the "Sykes Regulars" killed one VC in a hole 
and one trying to evade near huts eight miles south of Ha Thanh Special Forces Camp.  Later the 
company killed an evading VC near a clearing eight miles south of Ha Thanh. 
   Soldiers of another 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company spotted a VC in a hole near a stream seven miles 
south of Ha Thanh.  When the VC refused to come out, grenades were thrown in killing one VC. 
   Troops of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained four suspects yesterday morning seven miles north of 
Duc Pho. 
   A mine sweep team from a company of the 19th Eng. Bn. received automatic weapons fire from the 
east side of Highway 1 yesterday.  The team returned the fire, resulting in one VC suspect detained 
four miles north of Duc Pho. 
   "Brave and Bold" soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. reported one VC killed yesterday during light and 
scattered action in their area of operations. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. flying in support of the 198th killed on evading VC northwest of 
Chu Lai yesterday. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported one VC killed by "Dragoons" of their "B" Troop yesterday 
afternoon 20 miles west of Chu Lai. 
   Division forces suffered two soldiers wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 
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Vol. 2. No. 159 Wednesday September 25, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT   THURSDAY 
Cloudy Skies Rain and Showers High 87 Low 75 (B-6) 
                    AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Units of the Americal Division killed 92 NVA and 8 VC and captured 4 
individual weapons yesterday in contacts throughout the division area of operations. 
   The heaviest contact was in Operation Burlington Trail, as units of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav., 
"F" Trp., 8th CAV. and a company of the 11th Bde's., 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed 92 NVA and captured one 
AK-47 rifle in contacts throughout the afternoon. 
   The "Gimlets" accounted for 22 NVA, "A" Trp., of the "Dragoons" killed 33 NVA, "B" Trp., killed 23 
NVA and "F" Trp., 8th Cav. counted 14 NVA dead. 
   "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed five VC in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. 
   The command and control helicopter from the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. engaged and killed one VC on a trail 
leading to LZ Center 21 miles west of Tam Ky. 

   A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company 16 miles south of Hoi An came under automatic weapons fire 
yesterday, and returned the fire, killing one VC.  Later the company spotted two VC evading 
into a hole.  They were engaged with M-26 grenades, resulting in two VC killed. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC with small arms fire 11 miles southwest of Hoi An. 
   "Brave and Bold" soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed two VC and captured two individual weapons 
during light and scattered contacts in Operation Burlington Trail yesterday. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed one evading VC nine miles south of Chu Lai. 
   Two companies from the 1st Bn., 52d Inf. killed one VC and captured one Chicom type 53 rifle and a 
.45 cal. pistol yesterday while making a sweep 12 miles west of Tam Ky.  One of the companies 
uncovered a 700 pound rice cache while sweeping the area. 
   Civic Action soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. treated 255 Vietnamese during five MEDCAPs yesterday. 
   Light action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operations resulted in one VC killed, four suspects detained 
and one weapon captured. 
   Troops of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf., company killed one VC and captured one .45 cal. pistol, documents, and 
7.62mm ammo. near Highway 1 four miles south of Duc Pho. 
   In other action the command and control element of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. detained four suspects near 
a beach seven miles southeast of Duc Pho.  The four suspects were carrying false ID cards. 
   Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and 34 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 
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Vol. 2. No. 162 Saturday  September 28, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT     SUNDAY 
Mostly Cloudy Occasional Showers High 90 Low 75  (B-6) 
                AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--In light scattered enemy contacts yesterday 11 VC were reported killed 
and eight individual and five crew-served weapons captured by units of the Americal Division in the 
southern portion of I Corps Tactical Zone. 
   Light action in the 11th Inf. Bde's area of operations yesterday resulted in two VC suspects detained 
and one individual weapon recovered. 
   Yesterday morning a Vietnamese civilian turned an M-79 grenade launcher over to soldiers of the 
4th Bn., 3d Inf. under the VIP program. 
   In afternoon action, troops of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company detained two male VC suspects of military 
age without ID cards.  The two suspects were detained near a trail 14 miles north of Duc Pho. 
   Ten VC were reported killed by "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. yesterday in Operation 
Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   In an area nine miles west of Tam Ky yesterday, a 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company spotted a group of 
evading VC.  The "Gimlets" engaged the group with small arms and M-79 fire, killing two VC. 
   In the same area another 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed one VC fleeing from a hut. 
   Another 3d Bn., 21st Inf. "Gimlets" company observed an evading VC 11 miles west of Tam Ky.  
The unit engaged the VC with small arms fire, resulting in one VC killed. 

   An OP of the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. spotted a group of VC evading 12 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  
The "Guardians" called an artillery mission, killing three VC. 
   Near the same site, the Op spotted another group of VC evading to the west.  The 
"Guardians" again called artillery, resulting in one VC killed. 
   The recon. plt. of the 4th Bn. 21st Inf, OPCON to the 196th Inf. Bde., in two separate incidents nine 
miles south of Hoi An, engaged and killed two VC yesterday. 
   Action was scattered yesterday in Operation Burlington Trail.  198th Inf. Bde. "Brave and Bold" 
soldiers reported one VC killed and five crew-served and seven individual weapons captured. 
   Troops of a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by 1LT Michael J. Deal (Arlington, VA.) searching the area 
of Friday's reported contact 11 miles west of Tam Ky, found the following weapons and equipment: 
two 82mm mortar tubes, one 60mm mortar, two RPG launchers, six AK-47 rifles, 43 82mm and six 
60mm mortar rounds, 15 Chicom grenades, 23 field packs with food, one field telephone and commo 
wire, one RPG cleaning kit, four NVA helmets, 12 AK-47 magazines, and an assortment of military 
documents.  
   While returning to their fire base west of Tam Ky, the ":Ready Rifles" spotted a VC running across a 
rice paddy.  The 1st Bn., 52d Inf. soldiers opened fire, killing one VC. 
   Another 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company found one .38 cal. pistol eight miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Civic Action soldiers of the Bde., treated 885 Vietnamese civilians yesterday during 14 MEDCAPs. 
   "Dragoons" of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported one VC suspect detained yesterday seven 
miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Seven Americal Division soldiers were reported killed and seven wounded and evacuated for 
medical treatment as a result of action yesterday. 
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Vol. 2. No. 163 Sunday    September 29, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT     MONDAY 
  Partly to mostly cloudy with occasional showers.  High 90 Low 75.  Winds variable at 5 to 10 knots.  
(B-6) 
      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)---Action was light and scattered in the southern portion of I Corps Tactical Zone 
yesterday.  Americal Division forces reported six NVA and 18 VC killed, one crew-served and two individual 
weapons captured, one NVA captured, and 14 suspects detained. 
   Scattered fighting in the 11th Inf. Bde's. area of operations yesterday resulted in nine VC killed and 11 suspects 
detained. 
   Troops of the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. operating with "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. accounted for six VC killed and 
five suspects detained yesterday. 
   In the first action the two forces combined to kill four VC evading into a cave near a beach 10 miles northeast of 
Quang Ngai City. 
  The other two VC were killed in separate actions near abandoned railroad tracks 12 miles north of Quang Ngai 
City.  One of the VC killed was wearing a green uniform.  The other was killed when the unit spotted and engaged 
a group of VC.  The group was traveling to the southwest of the area where an engineer unit had just received fire.  
In that contact five VC suspects were also detained.  One of the detainees had pack marks on his back.    
   An OP of the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. spotted three VC near huts eight miles west  of Quang Ngai City.  The "Sykes 
Regulars" called in artillery from the 6th Bn., 11th Arty., killing all three. 
   In other action a recon. plt. from the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. detained two VC suspects without ID cards in a hut seven 
miles south of Duc Pho. 
   A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained another VC suspect without an ID card among rice paddies near the same 
site. 
  Another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained three VC suspects near a beach four miles southeast of Duc Pho. 
   In operation Wheeler/Wallowa, "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed eight VC yesterday. 

   A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company engaged and killed with small arms fire a VC evading 10 miles southwest 
of Hoi An. 
   Another 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company was led to a dead VC by a Vietnamese boy yesterday.  The boy 
said the VC had been wounded by the unit the day before. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company received automatic weapons fire yesterday nine miles west of Tam Ky.  The 
"Gimlets" returned fire with small arms.  After the firing ceased, the unit searched the area.  The "Gimlets" spotted 
a VC hiding in a spider hole.  The enemy was engaged and killed with M-26 grenades. 
   In an area centered nine miles southwest of Hoi An, a recon. plt of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed two VC. 

   Blue Ghosts" of "F" Trp., 8th Cav. working with the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. Observed three evading VC.  The 
gunship engaged the VC, killing all three 15 miles southwest of Hoi An. 
   Six NVA were killed and one NVA captured as action tapered off in the 198th Inf. Bde's. area of operations 
yesterday.  One crew-served and two individual weapons were also captured in the Burlington Trail area. 
   A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Herbert A. Walter (Columbus, Ga.) killed six NVA who attacked their 
fire support base Friday night. 
   The NVA sappers had used a large portion of the night to climb the steep sides of the fire support base 
southwest of Chu Lai.  But the "Professionals" were alert and opened fire as the enemy approached the defensive 
wire. 
   A search of the area at first light produced the bodies of six NVA and a seventh who had been wounded.  The 
wounded prisoner was evacuated for medical treatment and interrogation. 
   Two AK-47 rifles and one RPG were also found in the search. 
   West of Chu Lai a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company led by CPT Robert L. Hicks (Boise, Idaho) destroyed two booby 
traps yesterday afternoon.  The "Regulars" found the booby traps while on a sweeping mission. 
   Civic Action soldiers of the Bde. treated 536 Vietnamese civilians during five MEDCAPs yesterday. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported one VC killed and three suspects detained in the Operation 
Burlington Trail area yesterday. 
   "F" Trp., 8th Cav. detained two suspects 15 miles north of Tam Ky. 
   "C" Trp., of the 1st Sqdn. found one VC body and detained one suspect. 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Seven Americal Division soldiers were reported wounded and evacuated for medical treatment as a result of 
yesterday's action. 



Vol. 2. No. 164 Monday    September 30, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT    TUESDAY 
   Mostly Cloudy Occasional Rain Showers High 88 Low 75 (B-6) 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces reported eight VC and one NVA killed and one 
individual weapon captured yesterday in the southern I Corps Tactical Zone. 
   Light action yesterday near Duc Pho resulted in one VC killed and five suspects detained during 
operations by 11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle Warriors". 
   Among huts three miles northwest of Duc Pho, troops of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed one 
evading VC and captured enemy documents. 
   "Old Guard" soldiers of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained three VC suspects in two separate 
actions four miles southeast of Duc Pho.  The "Old Guard" soldiers detained a Vietnamese female 
trying to evade in a hut and found enemy documents and ID cards without pictures on them.  Later 
they detained two more VC suspects by a trail near the same site. 
   In other action troops of another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained a Vietnamese female without an 
ID card near a trail five miles south of Duc Pho.  The infantrymen also detained one military age male 
in rice paddies 12 miles north of Duc Pho. 
   Light action in the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area yesterday resulted in six VC killed by "Charger" 
units of the 196th Inf. Bde. 
   In an area centered 11 miles southwest of Hoi An, a recon. plt. from the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed two 
VC in two separate actions. 

   A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company found the body of one VC killed by an air strike 21 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky. 
   A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. OP called artillery in on a group of VC 18 miles west of Tam Ky, killing one VC. 
   Another 3d Bn., 21st Inf. OP spotted two VC 12 miles west of Tam Ky.  The "Guardians called in 
artillery killing both VC. 
   "Brave and Bold" soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. reported one VC and one NVA killed, one suspect 
detained, and one individual weapon captured in Operation Burlington Trail. 
   Yesterday morning a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by 1LT Michael J. Deal (Arlington, VA.) spotted 
two enemy soldiers running six miles west of Tam Ky.  The "Ready Rifles" engaged the fleeing enemy 
killing one NVA.  The second surrendered and was evacuated for interrogation. 
   Early yesterday morning an unknown size enemy force attacked a fire support base north of Chu 
Lai.  Units of the 1st Bn., 6th. Inf. repulsed the enemy attack which followed a mortar attack. 
   A search  of the area at day-break revealed that one wounded VC and one K-50 rifle had been left 
behind.  The wounded VC was evacuated for medical treatment and interrogation, but died shortly 
thereafter. 
   Two Vietnamese civilians  taking advantage of the Volunteer Informant Program (VIP) yesterday, 
led soldiers of a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company to a seven pound satchel charge north of Chu Lai. 
   No enemy contacts were reported by the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. yesterday in their area of 
operations. 
   Two Americal Division soldiers were killed and 30 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment 
yesterday 
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Vol. 2. No. 165 Tuesday   October 1, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT    WEDNESDAY 
Partly Cloudy Evening Showers High 86 Low 73 
                       AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division soldiers accounted for 18 VC killed and five individual 
weapons captured in southern I Corps Tactical Zone yesterday  
   Soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. reported nine VC killed yesterday in their area of operations. 
   Sunday evening an aerial observer spotted a group of 10 VC south of Chu Lai.  Artillery was called 
in as the observer made adjustments.   
   A search of the area yesterday revealed the effectiveness of the air adjusted artillery fire.  Eight VC 
bodies were found at the site. 
   In the Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Floyd W. McLean, Jr. (Ft. Sill, 
Okla.) found the body of one VC who had been killed previously during an attack on a fire support 
base west of Tam Ky.  Two had grenades were found on the dead man's body. 
   Civic Action soldiers of the Bde. treated 141 Vietnamese civilians during two MEDCAPs yesterday. 
   Scattered contacts in Quang Ngai Province yesterday resulted in five VC killed, nine suspects 
detained, and two individual weapons captured by 11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle Warriors". 
   The 1st Bn., 20th Inf. combined with "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. yesterday morning in killing 
four VC and capturing two weapons near a bridge eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.  "Sykes 
Regulars" and an "Aero Scout" gunship cornered and killed two of the VC near the bridge.  A few 
minutes later the combined forces killed the other two VC who were fleeing from the scene. 
   One M-1 rifle, one BAR, two sets of web gear, and documents were captured in that action. 
   "Always First" soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf, company detained three VC suspects in two separate 
actions in an area centered eight miles north of Duc Pho.  Two of the suspects were found hiding in a 
hut.  The third was detained near a village. 
   "Old Guard" soldiers of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found one VC killed while making a sweep across 
a trail three miles southwest of Duc Pho.  The VC had been killed earlier when helicopter gunships 
fired on the area. 
   The command and control helicopter of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. spotted five military age males digging a 
grave beside a trail one mile southwest of Duc Pho.  All five had pack marks on their shoulders and 
were detained by the "Old Guard" soldiers. 
   In other 11th Bde. activity , "Always First" soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company detained one VC 
suspect Sunday night.  The suspect was caught sleeping in a hut near Highway 1, five miles north of 
Duc Pho.  The "Always First" soldiers became suspicious of the hut while moving to a night location. 
   "Dragoons" of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported three VC killed, three individual weapons 
captured, and 29 suspects detained in their area of operations yesterday. 
   "C" Trp., 1st Sqdn. killed three VC and detained 13 VC suspects in an area centered 14 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky.  "Blue Ghosts" of "F" Trp., 8th Cav. detained 14 VC suspects in the same area. 
  In an area centered eight miles northwest of Tam Ky, "A" Trp., 1st Sqdn. detained two VC suspects. 
   A detainee led "Dragoons" of Hq and Hq Trp., to three K-44 rifles hidden in a tunnel northeast of 
Tam Ky. 
   "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for one VC killed yesterday in Operation 
Wheeler/Wallowa. 

   One VC body was found five miles northwest of Tam Ky by "Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st 
Inf. company.  The VC, who had been killed by artillery, had been dead at least one day. 
   Americal Division forces suffered the loss of two soldiers killed  and six wounded and evacuated for 
medical treatment yesterday. 
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Vol. 2. No. 170 Sunday    October 6, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT     MONDAY  
Mostly cloudy, Occasional showers.  High 95, low 75.  (B-6) 
                 AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units accounted for 20 VC and  two NVA killed and one 
individual weapon captured in the southern I Corps Tactical Zone yesterday. 
   A village cordon operation by the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. led yesterday's action as 11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle 
Warriors" killed 16 VC and detained 55 suspects in Quang Ngai Province. 
   The 4th Bn., 3d Inf. cordon operation, seven miles southeast of Duc Pho resulted in 11 VC killed and 
29 suspects detained.  A company led by 1LT Robert F. Callahan (Ft. Meade, Md.) killed eight of the 
VC near a trail as the cordon got under way.  Another company of the Bn. killed two more VC on 
separate actions near trails as the round-up proceeded.  One 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found the body 
of a dead VC near huts.  The VC had been killed by 6th Bn., 11th Arty. fire the previous night.  At the 
end of the cordon operation a total of 29 VC suspects had been detained by the "Old Guard" soldiers. 
   In action late Friday night, troops of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company detained 15 VC suspects eight miles 
north of Duc Pho. In the same area another company of the Bn. detained one VC suspect and killed 
two VC. 
   A third company of the "Always First" Bn. detained nine VC suspects--seven near a village three 
miles north-west of Duc Pho, and two who had no ID cards five miles north of Duc Pho. 
   "Sykes Regulars" of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed one VC after he ran from a hut 11 miles 
northwest of Quang Ngai City. 
   "Shark" gunships of the 174th Avn. Bn. killed one VC near a beach seven miles southwest of Duc 
Pho. 
   Gunships from the 14th Avn. Bn. killed one VC five miles southwest of Binh Son. 
   In other action "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained one VC suspect near the Song Ve 
River, 20 miles southwest of Duc Pho. 
   In the 196th Inf. Bde's. area of operations, "Charger" units killed two VC and one NVA and captured 
one individual weapon. 

   A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company engaged and killed one VC with small arms fire 23 miles west 
of Tam Ky. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged a group of NVA yesterday with small arms fire.  It was 
estimated the group numbered about 30.  The contact resulted in one NVA killed seven miles 
southwest of Hoi An. 
   Bde. aerial observers spotted a possible enemy base camp 10 miles southwest of Hoi An.  Artillery 
fired into the area resulted in one VC killed. 
   A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company found an SKS rifle six miles southeast of Hiep Duc yesterday. 
   The 198th Inf. Bde. reported that "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed one NVA southwest of 
Tam Ky. 
   "Dragoons" of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported two VC killed and two suspects detained in 
their area of operations yesterday. 
   "B" Trp. of the Cav. accounted for the two VC killed in  the Burlington Trail area. 
   One of the VC suspects was detained by "F" Trp., 8th Cav. and the other by "A" Trp. of the 1st Cav. 
   One Americal Division soldier was killed and 11 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment 
yesterday. 
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Vol. 2. No. 172 Tuesday   October 8, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT   WEDNESDAY 
Partly Cloudy High 96 Low 75  0750-1937-Hours of non-moonlight 
                        AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Thirty VC killed and 17 suspects detained were the results of light 
scattered enemy contacts in the Americal Division's southern I Corps Tactical Zone yesterday. 
   "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed 18 VC and detained 17 suspects in action centered 
northeast of Quang Ngai City yesterday. 
   Soldiers of the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. working with "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed eight VC in 
three contacts in an area centered 10 miles northeast of the province capital. 
   Infantrymen of another 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed three VC and detained one VC suspect near 
huts 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City. 
   "Sykes Regulars" also found four 82mm mortar rounds, four shot gun shells, five mortar fuses, and 
several mud bunkers in a village in the same vicinity. 
   A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found three dead VC near Highway 1, 11 miles south of Duc Pho. 
   Another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found another VC body late Sunday night near Highway 1, six 
miles south of Duc Pho.  The VC had been killed by harassment and interdiction fire from the 6th Bn., 
11th Arty. 
   "Old Guard" soldiers also detained five VC suspects near a stream four miles south of Duc Pho. 
   Late Sunday night troops from a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company detained 11 VC suspects on a beach 
three miles north of Duc Pho. 
   Troops of a another 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company found the body of a VC late Sunday night near 
Highway 1, four miles north of Duc Pho. 
   "Always First" soldiers of one 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed a VC six miles west of Duc Pho. 
   The 3d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter killed one VC near a village four miles north of 
Duc Pho. 
   In the 196th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations yesterday "Charger" units killed eight VC. 
   A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company spotted a group of VC 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  The "Guardians" 
engaged the enemy with small arms and M-79 fire killing six. 
   The 2d Bn., 1st Inf. command control helicopter killed one VC three miles south of Que Son. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. reconnaissance platoon engaged and killed one VC seven miles southwest of 
Hoi An. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported four VC killed in their area of operations yesterday. 
   The 3d Bn., 16th Arty. killed four VC eight miles west of Tam Ky while firing in support of "B" Trp., 1st 
Sqdn. 
   Contacts were light and scattered in the 198th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations yesterday. 
   A 1st  Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT John A Dierden (Minneapolis, Minn.) found a tunnel 
complex while searching an area west of Tam Ky.  The "Ready Rifles" found 50 pounds of rice in the 
complex. 
   "Professionals" of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. held six MEDCAPs south of Chu Lai.  "Regulars" of the 1st 
Bn., 6th Inf. held two north of Chu Lai.  A total of 914 Vietnamese civilians were treated during the 
eight MEDCAPs. 
   Division forces suffered four soldiers wounded and evacuated for medical treatment as a result of 
yesterday's contacts. 
 
   On Oct. 2, a new operation, Duke's Glade, began reconnaissance in force missions approximately 
30 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   A unit of the 11th Inf. Bde., the 4th Bn., 21st Inf., OPCON to the 198th Inf. Bde., is conducting the 
mission in the mountainous area. 
   In the first five days of "Operation (Duke's) Glade, 19 enemy have been killed and 17 individual 
weapons captured. 



Vol. 2. No. 174 Thursday  October 10, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT    FRIDAY 
Partly Cloudy High 95 Low 75 1025-2144--Hours of non-moonlight 
             AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Thirteen VC and two NVA were killed, two individual weapons were 
captured, and 15 suspects were detained by Americal Division soldiers and supporting units in the 
southern I Corps Tactical Zone yesterday. 
   In the 196th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations "Charger" units killed six VC and two NVA and captured 
one individual weapon.  
   A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company spotted three VC 17 miles west of Tam Ky.  The "Gimlets" engaged the 
enemy, killing one and detaining two VC. 
   An NVA threw a grenade at troops of a 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company from his concealed position 
yesterday.  The "Gimlets" immediately fired into the position, killing the NVA.  One AK-47 rifle was 
captured in that action.  The troops later killed one VC in the same area. 
   The reconnaissance element of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. engaged and killed two VC with small arms fire 
five miles south of Hoi An.  In the same area another company of the battalion engaged a group of 
VC, killing one. 
   Gunships of the 71st Avn. Co. firing in support of a sniffer mission yesterday killed one NVA 19 miles 
west of Tam Ky. 
   A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company spotted a group of VC running from a hut 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  
The enemy was engaged, resulting in one VC killed. 
   11th Bde. infantrymen reported five VC killed, 15 VC suspects detained, and one individual weapon 
captured as scattered contacts continued yesterday in Quang Ngai Province. 
   "Shark" gunships of the 174th Avn. Co. killed two VC near Highway 1 in the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. area of 
operations, one mile northwest of Duc Pho. 
   "Always First" soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed one VC and captured his M-1 carbine 10 
miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Near huts five miles west of Duc Pho, troops of another 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed a VC.  
Miscellaneous documents were found on the dead VC's body.  Later another VC was killed near the 
same site by the company. 
   The reconnaissance element of the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. detained three VC suspects 11 miles northeast 
of Quang Ngai City. 
   Reconnaissance troops of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. detained two VC suspects, who were carrying medical 
supplies, five miles north of Duc Pho. 
   Yesterday morning "Sykes Regulars" of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company detained five VC suspects 11 
miles northeast of Quang Ngai City. 
   In an area centered seven miles north of Quang Ngai City, "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. 
working with infantrymen of the 1st Bn. 20th Inf. detained two VC suspects in two separate actions. 
   Yesterday afternoon the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. command and control helicopter detained one VC suspect 
one mile west of Duc Pho. 
   The 198th Inf. Bde. reported two VC killed in their area of operations yesterday. 
   A Combined Action Patrol found two VC bodies in the Chu Lai area yesterday.  The VC had been 
killed by artillery fire from a 1st Bn., 82d Arty. Battery. 
   "Dragoons" of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported no contacts in their area of operations 
yesterday. 
    
    Americal Division losses were five wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 
 
 
              STASH YOUR TRASH, BUT NOT YOUR MAIL 
   Mail from home can be a source of low-level enemy intelligence and propaganda. 
   Destroy all personal mail by burning it.  Do not risk VC sympathizers picking your mail out of trash 
barrels. 
 



Vol. 2. No. 175 Friday    October 11, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT    SATURDAY   
Cloudy Skies Occasional Showers  High 92 Low 76.  1118-2233-Hours of non-moonlight 
                AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)-Americal Division forces reported 10 VC killed, four individual weapons 
captured, and 7000 pounds of rice captured in the southern I Corps Tactical Zone yesterday. 
   In the 196th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations yesterday, "Charger" units reported six VC killed, three 
individual weapons captured, and 7000 pounds of rice captured. 
   A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed one VC with small arms fire 21 miles west of Tam 
Ky. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company spotted one VC who ran into a tunnel, eight miles north of Hoi An.  The 
enemy was engaged with M-26 grenades, resulting in one VC killed. 
   Another 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company spotted a VC running into a bunker 10 miles west of Hoi An.  The 
unit engaged and killed the VC with M-26 grenades. 
   The reconnaissance element of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. engaged and killed two VC with small arms fire 
nine miles north of Hoi An. 
   Military Police at LZ Ross's main gate received small arms fire yesterday.  Mortars fired into the 
suspected sniper position resulted in one VC killed. 
   A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company searching an area 29 miles west of Tam Ky yesterday found one M-16 
rifle, one M-1 carbine, and one MAS-36 rifle. 
   In an area 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky yesterday, troops of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company found 7000 
pounds of rice. 
   Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. reported two VC killed, three VC captured, and three VC suspects 
detained yesterday. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed two VC south of Chu Lai yesterday morning.  The gunships 
then went into search the area.  The "Aero Scouts" detained three military age males in the area for 
interrogation.  All three suspects were later classified as VC.   
   In the Operation Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by 1LT Stephen J. Olsen 
(Minneapolis) detained two VC suspects yesterday morning.  Neither of the suspects had ID cards. 
   Another 1st Bn., 52d Inf. "Ready Rifles" company led by 1LT Michael J. Deal (Arlington, Va.) 
detained one VC suspect in the same area. 
   Civic Action soldiers of the brigade treated 525 Vietnamese during five MEDCAPs yesterday. 
   Light enemy contact continued yesterday in Quang Ngai Province as 11th Bde. infantrymen 
reported one VC killed, one individual weapon captured, and two suspects detained. 
   "E" Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. working with the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. detained one VC suspect five 
miles southeast of Quang Ngai City. 
  Another 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed one VC three miles northeast of Son Tinh.  In the same 
area a platoon from the 1st Cav.'s "E" Trp., engaged a group of VC, resulting in one SDS rifle 
captured. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported one VC killed by "F" Trp., 8th Cav. yesterday nine miles 
northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Americal Division forces suffered four soldiers killed and 12 wounded and evacuated for medical 
treatment. 
   198th Inf. Bde. soldiers have added a new word to their list, VETCAP.  Now Veterinarians of the 
Brigade teat animals while doctors and medics attend to the villagers. 
   "Brave and Bold" soldiers held their first VETCAP yesterday.  35 cows were examined and 11 
received on-the-spot treatment. 
   Some people collect strange war souvenirs.  Perhaps the most unusual came late Wednesday 
night. 
   SP4 Michael L. Rogers (Baltimore) of a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company shot and killed a full-grown 
leopard. 
   The handsome 80-pound beast is now a trophy that will be the envy of any trophy collector. 
   The leopard came too close to the 198th unit's defensive position and Rogers brought the animal 
down with one perfectly placed shot through the heart. 
   A skinner went to work yesterday morning and by noon the skin was drawing a crowd of 
photographers and many envious stares. 



Vol. 2. No. 178 Monday    October 14, 1968  
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT     TUESDAY   
Cloudy Skies Rain Showers High 85 Low 73  1347-0113 Hours of non-moonlight. 
 
                   AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units and supporting elements accounted for 16 VC 
killed and 19 VC suspects detained in the southern I Corps area yesterday. 
   "Charger" units and supporting elements accounted for 15 VC killed in the Operation 
Wheeler/Wallowa area yesterday. 
   In an area 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky a 1st Bn., 2d Inf. OP observed a group of VC harvesting 
rice in an unauthorized harvest area.  The OP called in artillery, resulting in 5 VC killed.  [This is a 
typo, should be 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. not 1st Bn., 2d Inf.] 
   In an area centered 12 miles west of Tam Ky a reconnaissance element from the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. 
killed two VC in two separate contacts. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC seven miles south of Hoi An.  The VC was hiding in a 
stream when he was killed. 
   In a series of contacts nine miles south of Hoi An a 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed four VC.    
   Gunships from the 14th Avn. Bn. engaged a group of VC six miles south of Hoi An, killing two. 
   "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. flying in support of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf., engaged and killed one 
VC seven miles south of Hoi An. 
   Action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operations dropped yesterday.  "Jungle Warriors" of the brigade 
killed one VC and detained three suspects. 
   The brigade's only kill was credited to early morning artillery fire from the 6th Bn., 11th Arty.  The VC 
body was found in an area seven miles northeast of Duc Pho. 
   Later in the morning, elements of E Trp., 1st Cav. apprehended two VC suspects in the same area.  
The two had been wounded by the artillery barrage. 
   Elements of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company led by CPT Grady Middleton (Quincy, Fla.) captured a VC 
suspect as they moved through rice paddies southeast of Duc Pho. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported 10 VC suspects detained in the Operation Burlington Trail 
area yesterday.  "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. detained two and A Trp., 1st Cav., detained eight.  
   Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. detained six VC suspects yesterday in the Chu Lai area. 
   A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Geoge [sic] L. Harmon detained four VC suspects while 
sweeping an area yesterday morning.  The unit later found and destroyed a tunnel. 
   Another 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by 1LT James J. Frazier (Decatur, Ill.) located and destroyed 
an 81mm round while searching an area south of Chu Lai. 
   "Regulars" of a 1st Bn. 6th Bn., 6th Inf., company led by CPT Thomas A. Chapman (Schofield 
Barracks, Hawaii) detained one VC suspect while sweeping an area west of Chu Lai. 
   In the Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 52nd Inf., company led by CPT Floyd W. McLean, Jr., (Ft. Sill, 
Okla.) captured 700 pounds of rice.  The "Ready Rifles" found the rice when they searched two 
abandoned huts west of Tam Ky. 
   A further search of the area revealed a tunnel which the company destroyed. 
   Shortly afterwards the company detained a VC suspect near the same site. 
   Civic action soldiers of the brigade treated 183 Vietnamese during two MEDCAPs yesterday. 
   Americal forces suffered two soldiers killed and 17 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment 
yesterday. 
 
   AMERICAL NEWS SHEET 
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding  
MAJ Paul B. Parham, IO 
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414 
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Vol. 2. No. 180 Wednesday October 16, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT    THURSDAY 
Cloudy Rain Showers High 83 Low 73 1513-0302-hours of non-moonlight. 
                AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces accounted for nine VC killed and 23 VC 
suspects detained in the southern I Corps area yesterday. 
   The 11th Inf. Bde. reported six VC killed and 17 VC suspects detained in their area of operations 
yesterday. 
   A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained 16 VC suspects in an area centered three miles south of Duc 
Pho. 
   Another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained one VC suspect four miles southeast of Duc Pho. 
   "Always First" soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed two VC in an area centered six miles 
northwest of Duc Pho. 
   "Shark" gunships of the 174th Avn. Co., supporting the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. three miles south of Duc Pho 
killed one VC. 
   A 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed two VC in separate actions nine miles east of Quang Ngai City. 
  Later near the same site another company of the battalion killed one VC. 
   "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed three VC in the Operations Wheeler/Wallowa area 
yesterday. 
   In action 10 miles south of Chu Lai a 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged two VC, killing one. 

   In two separate incidents the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter killed two VC 
17 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. detained three VC suspects in their area of operations yesterday. 
   "Aero Scouts of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained three VC suspects in separate incidents south of Chu 
Lai. 
   A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company commanded by CPT Herbert A. Walter (Columbus, Ga.) uncovered a 
cache of 10 M-79 rounds, 13 M-16 AP mines, and a booby  trapped M-14 mine in the Chu Lai area. 
   Later in the day another company of the battalion led by CPT George L. Harmon (Dothan, Ala.) 
found and destroyed a booby-trapped 155mm round. 
   In the Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council 
Bluffs, Iowa) found and destroyed three booby traps. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav reported three VC suspects detained in the Operation Burlington 
Trail area yesterday by its "C" Trp.  
   One Americal soldier was killed and nine wounded and evacuated for medical treatment yesterday. 
   The 198th Inf. Bde. reached a milestone yesterday.  The "Brave and Bold" soldiers treated their 
100,000th Vietnamese under the MEDCAP program the 1000,000th patient was treated in less than 
one year since the brigade has been in the Republic of Vietnam.  A young Vietnamese woman trained 
by the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. treated the 100,000th patient. 
  At the same time, not far away, an Americal Division Veterinarian and Vet technicians from the 52d 
Inf. Plt. (Scout Dog) were holding their second VETCAP in the 198th's area of operations. 
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MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding  
MAJ Paul B. Parham, IO 
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Vol. 2. No. 181 Thursday  October 17, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT    FRIDAY  
Cloudy Rain Showers High 86 Low 73 1553-0355--Hours of non-moonlight. 
        AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Ten VC and one NVA were killed, two individual weapons were 
captured, and 8 suspects were detained by Americal Division soldiers hiking through heavy monsoon 
rain and flooded rice paddies during combat sweeps in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   In the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area "Charger" elements of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed six VC and 
captured one individual weapons. 
   "Gimlets" of a 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged two VC 10 miles west of Tam Ky yesterday.  One 
VC was killed and one was detained. 
   In an area centered 16 miles west of Tam Ky, another 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company killed a total of 
three VC in two separate contacts. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged a group of VC with small arms fire seven miles south of Hoi 
An.  Two VC were killed and one was wounded and detained. 
   "Polar Bears" of a 4th Bn., 31st  Inf. company engaged two VC 21 miles west of Tam Ky.  One VC 
was wounded and detained and one M-16 rifle recovered. 

   The 2d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter destroyed a hut containing 1500 
pounds of rice 12 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
  "Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company found 1000 pounds of rice in a hut 12 miles south 
of Hoi An. 
   "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for four VC killed, five VC suspects detained, and 
three-and-one-half tons of rice captured. 
   Elements of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company commanded by CPT Paul C. Place (Kenilworth, N.J.) 
combined with "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. to kill two VC while sweeping rice paddies eight 
miles north of Duc Pho.  The "Always First" company also discovered two caches containing 700 
pounds of rice. 
   "Sykes Regulars" of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company led by  CPT George F. Robb (Strongsville, Ohio) 
killed two VC and detained five VC suspects while searching an area 10 miles northwest of Quang 
Ngai City. 
   "Brave and Bold" soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and captured one individual weapon 
yesterday. 
   A 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council Bluffs, Iowa) engaged two NVA 
west of Tam Ky yesterday afternoon. 
   A hail of fire from the "Ready Rifles" company killed one of the NVA and wounded the second.  One 
AK-47 rifle, web gear, and two Chicom grenades were captured from the dead NVA's body. 
   In a delayed report, troops of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. and the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. treated 1017 Vietnamese 
in a four day period during 13 MEDCAPs.  Twelve of the MEDCAPs were conducted by the 5th Bn., 
46th Inf. 
   "Dragoons" of the 1st Bn., 1st Armored Cav. reported no significant contacts in their area of 
operations yesterday. 
Americal Division forces suffered two soldiers wounded and evacuated for medical treatment 
yesterday. 
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Vol. 2. No. 182 Friday   October 18, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT   SATURDAY   
Cloudy Rain Showers High 86 Low 73 1632-0450--Hours of non--moonlight 
                    AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units accounted for 11 VC killed, seven VC suspects 
detained, and 2,250 pounds of rice captured in southern I Corps zone yesterday. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported five VC killed by the 3d Bn., 16th Arty. in the Burlington 
Trail area while firing in support of "Dragoons" of "B" Trp., 1st Cav. 
  "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for four VC killed and a rice cache captured in the 
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area yesterday. 
   "Gimlets" of a 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company spotted a group of VC 12 miles south of Hoi An.  the 
enemy was  engaged resulting in one VC killed. 

   "Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company observed one VC hiding atop a rock 12 miles 
southwest of Hoi An.  The VC was engaged and killed with small arms fire. 
   A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed a VC 12 miles west of Tam Ky.  Later, near the 
same site the "Gimlets" killed a second VC. 
  A 2,250 pound rice cache was found by a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company 12 miles southwest of Hoi An. 
   Action in the 11th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations remained light and scattered yesterday.  "Jungle 
Warrior" units reported two VC killed and two VC suspects detained. 
   A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company led by 1LT Larry Birchfield (Albuquerque, N.M.)  accounted for both 
enemy kills. 
   The "Always First" company engaged and killed the first VC while making a combat sweep four 
miles north of Duc Pho.  Miscellaneous enemy documents were found on the enemy's body. 
   Later, the company spotted a second VC hiding in a spider hole.  The enemy was engaged and 
killed.  Two M-26 grenades were captured as a result of that action. 
  A 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company led by CPT Harold A. Maxson III (Wichita, Kan.) detained one VC 
suspect near Quang Ngai yesterday.  The suspect had several items of equipment on his person 
which a Kit Carson Scout tentatively identified as NVA issue. 
   Another 1st Bn., 20th Inf. "Sykes Regulars" company led by CPT Alfred M. Webb (LaJolla, Calif.) 
apprehended one VC suspect near the same site. 
   Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. detained five VC suspects in their area of operations yesterday. 
   "Regulars" of a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company led by 1LT Larry Stovall detained one VC suspect north of 
Chu Lai yesterday morning. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained two VC suspects yesterday during two separate 
incidents south of Chu Lai.  The two military-age males were caught trying to flee from the gunships. 
   A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Herbert A. Walter (Columbus, Ga.) detained two VC 
suspects yesterday afternoon.  The suspects were detained by the "Professional" while sweeeping an 
area south of Chu Lai. 
   Civic action soldiers of the brigade treated 258 Vietnamese during four MEDCAPs yesterday. 
    Americal forces suffered two soldiers wounded and evacuated for medical treatment yesterday. 
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Vol. 2. No. 183 Saturday October 19, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT         SUNDAY 
Cloudy Rain Showers High 86 Low 74 1711-0542--Hours of non-moonlight 
                    AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units accounted for 40 VC and one NVA killed, 24 VC suspects  detained, 

and six individual weapons captured in souther I Corps yesterday. 
   Action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operations picked up sharply yesterday.  "Jungle Warrior" infantrymen killed 26 VC, detained 
10 VC suspects and captured four individual weapons.  
  The action took place on the Song Ve 12 miles south of Quang Ngai City. 
   In action beginning just before noon yesterday, "Shark" gunships of the 174th Avn. Co. operating with 3d Bn., 1st Inf. soldiers 
engaged a group of approximately 15 enemy soldiers, killing three VC. 
   A short time later a 3d Bn. , 1st Inf. company commanded by CPT James O'Herron (Winona, Minn.) killed one VC fleeing their 
combat sweep in the same area. 
   The action picked up as the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter engaged three fleeing VC, killing two and detaining 
the third. 
   At the same moment, a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company led by 1LT Larry Birchfield (Albuquerque, N.M.) reported contact with a 
company-size enemy element across the Song Ve opposite their position.  The "Always First unit called for gunship support. 
   The company then initiated the action by killing seven VC and capturing two AK-47 rifles. 
   During the course of the long afternoon battle, the "Always First" unit detained three suspects and captured a K-44 rifle. 
   Meanwhile, the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company led by CPT James O'Herron had maneuvered into a blocking position, killing two VC. 
   A short time later the company killed a lone evading VC.  Then a second VC was killed when he tried to recover the first VC's 
body. 
   "Shark" gunships accounted for one more VC killed during the afternoon. 
   "War Lord" gunships from the 123d Avn. Bn. flying in support of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. killed five VC.  
   In other action a 1st Bn., 20th Inf company led by CPT George M. Robb (Strongsville, Ohio) killed two VC and detained three 
suspects 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City. 
   A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company commanded by CPT Grady Middleton (Quincy, Fla.) killed one VC, captured an M-1 carbine, and 
detained three VC suspects five miles southwest of Duc Pho. 
   "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 12 VC and captured one individual weapon in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa 
yesterday. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed two VC in two separate incidents seven miles south of Hoi An. 
   Another 4th Bn., 21st company killed one VC nine miles south of Hoi An. 
   Another 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC nine miles south of Hoi An. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. recon. plt. spotted a group of VC southwest of Hoi An.  The group of VC were engaged with small arms fire, 
resulting in three VC killed.  Later the unit killed another VC in the same area. 

   A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company uncovered a small cache of ammo and equipment, including one AK-47 rifle, 17 
miles west of Tam Ky. 
   A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company, 13 miles west of Tam Ky, observed a small group of VC moving north.  The "Gimlets" called an 
artillery fire mission, resulting in one VC killed. 
   A reconnaissance element from the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. killed one VC 12 miles west of Tam Ky. 

   Three VC were killed seven miles west of Tam Ky by a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company yesterday. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported two VC killed and three VC suspects detained 10 miles northwest of Tam Ky by "F" 
Trp., 8th Cav. yesterday. 
   Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA, detained 11 suspects and captured one individual weapon yesterday. 
   A 1st Bn., 6th Inf. recon. plt. led by 1LT George Wright (Lake Geneva, Wis.) detained one VC suspect west of Chu Lai 
yesterday morning. 
   Two VC suspects were detained south of Chu Lai by a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by 1LT James J. Frazier (Decatur, Ill.).  
The two suspects were carrying medical supplies and documents.  Later the company captured an AK-47 rifle while on a 
searching mission. 
   Late yesterday morning a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company led by CPT Robert L. Hicks (Boise, Idaho) detained two VC suspects while 
sweeping an area south of Chu Lai.  The "Regulars" also found and destroyed one home-made mine in the same area. 
   "Professionals" of a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. recon. plt. led by 1Lt William G. Mullen (Falmouth, Mass.) killed one NVA west of Chu Lai 
yesterday afternoon. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained six VC suspects in the Chu Lai area. 
   In the Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Roger Dimsdale (Washington, D.C.) captured 300 pounds 
of rice and 100 rounds of .50 cal. ammo while on a reconnaissance in force mission northwest of Chu Lai. 
   314 Vietnamese were treated during four MEDCAPs held by the civic action soldiers of the brigade yesterday. 
   Americal forces suffered four soldiers killed and 22 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment yesterday. 
   A joint operation involving Americal Division troops and Vietnamese civilians from the Que Son District of Quang Ngai Province 
has resulted in 529,830 pounds of rice harvested to date in the unsecured regions of the Que Son Valley. 

   A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company reported 800 pounds of rice harvested yesterday. 
   A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company reported another 500 pounds of rice harvested. 
   The two 196th Inf. Bde. companies are providing security for the refugees who are daily airlifted into the area to harvest the 
rice. 

 



Vol. 2. No. 184 Sunday   October 20, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT    MONDAY 
Rain, Rain, Rain     High 88 Low 74    0546-1722--Hours of non-moonlight 0% Illumination 
                     AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Units of the Americal Division accounted for 20 VC and seven NVA killed, 16 VC 
suspects detained, one NVA detained, and eight individual weapons captured in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   Action was moderate in the 11th Inf. Bde. yesterday.  "Jungle Warrior" units reported 12 VC killed, six VC 
suspects detained, and four individual weapons captured. 
   Gunships of the 174th Avn. Co. killed five VC six miles south of Duc Pho yesterday. 
   A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company commanded by CPT John J. Murphy (Springfield, Pa.) moved into the area and 
detained two VC suspects.  One of the suspects was carrying a lensatic compass. 
  One of the VC had been carrying a roster of names and two large propaganda posters. 
  The company also confiscated one altered ID card and one document believed to be a  letter of introduction. 
   A search of the area turned up one MAS-36 rifle, one M-16 rifle, and one K-44 rifle. 
   Later the 11th Inf. Bde. command and control helicopter commanded by COL John W. Donaldson (Alexandria, 
Va.) engaged six VC in the same area.  Five VC were killed and one suspect was detained. 
  The 4th Bn., 3d Inf. command and control helicopter later killed one VC seven miles south of Duc Pho. 
   A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company commanded by CPT Grady Middleton (Quincy, Fla.) detained two VC suspects  in 
two separate incidents in the same area. 
   Later CPT Murphy's company found one M-1 carbine in the area. 
   A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. recon plt. commanded by 1LT George H. Kinney (Taylor, Mich.) detained one VC suspect five 
miles south of Duc Pho. 
   At the same time the "Old Guard" headquarters section, sweeping the same area, killed one VC. 
   "Shark" gunships supporting the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. killed one VC 18 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City. 
   The 198th Inf. Bde. reported 6? NVA and four VC killed with five suspects and one NVA detained. 
   In the Burlington Trail area 1st Bn., 46th  Inf. company led by 1LT David O. Bergeron (Fairfield, Ohio) found the 
bodies of two VC west of Tam Ky.  The two VC had been killed by fire from the 1st Bn., 14 Arty. 
   The NVA lost a mess hall to a 1st Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Roger Dimsdale (Washington, D.C.) 
yesterday. 
   The "Professionals" discovered the mess hall while on a reconnaissance in force mission northwest of Chu Lai.  
They captured 3000 pounds of rice, 500 pounds of potatoes, candy, 150 dishes, and 15 portable radios.  A further 
search of the area resulted in one military age male detained and evacuated for interrogation. 
   A coordinated action by "Ready Rifles" of the 1st Bn., 52d Inf. netted three NVA killed.  Also, the 1st Bn., 52d Inf. 
recon. plt. led by 1LT Barry Luther (Orange Park, Fla.) sweeping an area west of Tam Ky forced a small group o 
NVA to hit a 1st Bn., 52d  Inf. company led by CPT Floyd W. McLean, Jr. (Ft. Sill, Okla.) 
   CPT McLean's company opened fire killing the first NVA.  The company then followed a blood trail.  In a fight 
that followed two additional NVA were killed. 
   The next action for the brigade was a series of contacts by 1LT Bergeron's company. 
  The company detained one VC suspect while on a reconnaissance in force mission southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Next they found the bodies of two NVA who had been killed by small arms fire and a VC who had been killed by 
artillery fire. 
   Later the company engaged a VC with a 90mm recoilless rifle fire, resulting in one VC killed.   
   "Ready Rifles" of a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by 1LT Michael J. Deal (Arlington, Va.) reported receiving 
small arms fire west of Tam Ky.  The unit returned the fire wounding one NVA who was detained and evacuated 
for interrogation and medical treatment. 
   One NVA was killed by Dimsdale's company late in the day. 
   In the Chu Lai area a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by 1LT James J. Frazier (Decatur, Ill.) wounded and 
detained one VC. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained two VC suspects south of Chu Lai. 
   Civic action soldiers treated 264 Vietnamese during two MEDCAPs yesterday. 
    196th Inf. Bde. "Charger" units killed four VC and one NVA, detained two VC suspects, and captured four 
individual weapons. 
   In an area centered 10 miles south of Hoi An, a 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed two VC in two separate 
incidents.   
   The 3d Bn., 21st Inf. recon. plt. engaged a small group of VC 111 miles west of Tam Ky, resulting in one VC 
killed and one AK-47 rifle captured. 
   In an area 12 miles west of Tam Ky, a 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one NVA, detained two VC suspects, and 
captured one SKS rifle and one M-1 carbine in two separate incidents. 

   "Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company engaged a small group of VC 14 miles southwest of Hoi 
An, killing one. 
   Another company of the battalion found an SKS rifle 24 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported three VC suspects detained in the Burlington Trail area.  One was 
detained by "B" Trp., 1st Cav. and the other two by "Blue Ghosts" of "F" Trp., 8th Cav.     
   One Americal Division soldier was killed and eight wounded and evacuated for medical treatment yesterday. 

Vol. 2. No. 185 Monday   October 21, 1968 



MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT    TUESDAY 
Rain, Rain, Rain    High 88 Low 74   1752-0645--Hours of non-moonlight 0% illumination 
                          AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Eighteen VC and one NVA were killed, four individual weapons captured, 
and eight suspects were detained in Southern I Corps yesterday by Americal Division units. 
   Nine VC and one NVA were killed and three individual weapons were captured by 196th Inf. Bde. 
"Charger" units in Operations Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. 
   A 3rd Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC with M-60 machine gun fire 12 miles west of Tam Ky.  
The VC was wearing a grey uniform. 
   A short time later the "Gimlet" company spotted a group of NVA moving up a trail.  A hasty ambush 
was set up, resulting in one NVA killed and one AK-47 and one SKS rifle, and four Chicom grenades 
captured. 
   Another 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC wwith M-60 machinegun fire as he fled a hut 14 
miles west of Tam Ky.  The VC was wearing a khaki uniform. 

   "Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed one VC 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. recon. plt. engaged a group of VC fleeing a hut seven miles south of Hoi An.  
Three VC were killed and one M-1 carbine was captured. 
   The "Gimlet" recon. plt. later killed three VC in the same area. 
   Action in the 11th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations was slowed by heavy rain and winds with gusts up to 
35 knots yesterday.  "Jungle Warrior" units accounted for six suspects detained. 
   One VC was killed by a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company commanded by CPT James O'Herron (Winona, 
Minn.) during a combat sweep five miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Later in the afternoon the "Always First" unit encountered two more VC.  The enemy was engaged 
resulting in two VC killed six miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   "Old Guard" soldiers of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company led by 1LT Robert F. Woodruff (Columbus, O.) 
killed two VC two miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   The unit searched the area and found a 100 pound box of TNT. 
   A short time later the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. command and control helicopter (C&C) commanded by LTC 
Albert L. Russel, Jr. (Haleiwa, Ha.) killed one VC three miles west of Duc Pho. 
   In the same vicinity the C&C detained VC suspects later in the day. 
   Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for three VC killed, two suspects detained, one weapon 
captured, and a small ammo cache found yesterday.   
   In the Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council 
Bluffs, Iowa) detained one VC suspect west of Tam Ky. 
   A 1st Bn., 46th Inf. company led by 1LT David O. Bergeron (Fairfield, O.) found an enemy ammo 
cache hidden in a cave and tunnel complex northwest of Tam Ky. 
   125 Chicom grenades 44 70mm artillery rounds, 3,100 AK-47 rounds, and eight RPG rockets were 
among the items in the cache. 
   The unit found two VC bodies later in the day near the same site. 
   1LT Bergeron's company later spotted a small group of VC in the vicinity.  An artillery fire mission 
was called, resulting in one VC killed. 
   A 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company engaged two VC five miles west of Chu Lai, wounding one and capturing 
one AK-47 rifle.  The wounded VC was evacuated for medical treatment and interrogation. 
   In the Chu Lai area a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. Company captured 450 pounds of rice.   
   480 Vietnamese were treated during five MEDCAPs held by 198th Inf. Bde. soldiers yesterday. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported negative contact in their area of operations yesterday. 
    Americal losses were one soldier wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 
 
  AMERICAL NEWS SHEET 
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Vol. 2. No. 187 Wednesday August 29 23, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT   TUESDAY 
Partly to Mostly Cloudy  Occasional Showers High 82 Low 70 1956-0853-hours of non moonlight.  
 6% Illumination 
              AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)-Americal Division soldiers accounted for 10 VC killed, three suspects 
detained and one crew-served weapon captured yesterday. 
   11th Inf. Bde. soldiers reported five VC killed, two suspects detained and one crew-served weapon 
captured. 
   "Always First" soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company led by Larry S. Birchfield (Albuquerque, N.M.) 
killed five VC hiding in a small tunnel in a village, four miles north of Duc Pho.  The company also 
captured one 60mm mortar and two grenades in that action. 
   The 4th Bn., 3d Inf. command and control helicopter detained a total two VC suspects in two 
incidents in an area centered five miles south of Duc Pho. 
   "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed four VC and detained one VC suspect in Operation 
Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   "Gimlets" of a 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC 15 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   "Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company engaged two VC with small arms fire 16 miles northwest 
of Tam Ky yesterday.  One was killed and the other was wounded and detained. 
   The 4th Bn., 21st Inf. Recon. Plt. killed two VC seven miles south of Hoi An. 
   2,500 pounds of rice were captured by "Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. 19 miles northwest of Tam 
Ky. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported negative contact in their area of operations. 
   The 198th Inf. Bde.'s 1st Bn., 14th Arty. accounted for one VC killed in the Chu Lai area. 
   Today the 198th Inf. Bde. has been in the Republic of Vietnam one year. 
  From Chu Lai to Duc Pho to La Giang to Hau Duc, "Brave and Bold" soldiers fought to this 
anniversary. 
   The brigade has to it's credit 1,226 VC and 401 NVA killed, 667 individual and 106 crew-served 
weapons captured and more than 57.2 tons of rice captured from the enemy. 
   Civic action soldiers of the brigade have treated over 101,000 Vietnamese civilians. 
   Artillerymen of the brigade have fired well over 200,000 rounds in support of infantrymen. 
   The 198th has been and will continue to be a mission oriented, mission operated, mission 
completed brigade. 
   Soldiers of the Americal Division salutes the 198th Inf. Bde. for their outstanding accomplishments 
during the brigade's first year in Vietnam. 
   The Americal Division suffered no casualties yesterday. 
            RABIES 
   Rabies is an acute deadly virus transmitted in the saliva of a rabid animal.  Everywhere we go in 
Vietnam, we find dogs, monkeys, and an assortment of other animals which could be infected with 
rabies. 
   Rabies in a man is always fatal if not treated by medically trained personnel.  A series of 14-21 shots 
are needed for the cure of rabies. 
   We cannot completely eliminate the carriers of rabies  However, we can avoid the disease.  Animals 
can be immunized for rabies.  Stay away from stray animals and report any suspected case of rabies 
for medical treatment immediately. 
            * * * *  
           WAR TROPHIES 
   Everybody in Vietnam is interested in war trophies, especially if the trophies are firearms picked up 
in the field.  However, sawed-off shot guns, rifles with barrels less  than 16 inches, zip guns, automatic 
weapons, silencers, along with tanks, APCs and aircraft may NOT be taken home. 
   If you are found to be the holder of explosives or any other prohibited articles, you won't be leaving 
Vietnam.  You may be sent back to your old unit and await disciplinary action, if the violations are 
serious enough. 
   Contact your provost marshal and adjutant general sections for more information about sending 
home your war trophies. 
 



Vol. 2. No. 188 Thursday October 24, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT    FRIDAY 
Mostly Cloudy Occasional Showers High 82 Low 70 no Moonlight -2021-1001 
                    AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) --Units of the Americal Division accounted for eight VC and two NVA 
killed and 19 suspects detained in the southern I Corps area yesterday. 
   Charger units of the 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for six VC and one NVA killed in Operation 
Wheeler/Wallowa. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC eight miles southwest of Hoi An.   
   The recon plt. of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. engaged a VC seven miles south of Hoi An with small arms 
fire, resulting in one VC killed. 
   The 2d Bn. 1st Inf. command and control helicopter killed three VC with M-60 machinegun fire 22 
miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   18 miles northwest of Hoi An the command and control helicopter killed another VC with M-60 fire. 
  Later, they killed one NVA 16 miles southwest of Hoi An. 
    Light action continued in Quang Ngai province as 11th Inf. Bde. soldiers reported two VC and one 
NVA killed and three suspects detained.   
  In the morning the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter killed two VC who were hiding in 
a canal seven miles north of Duc Pho. 
   In a late report from Tuesday, "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed one NVA in a green uniform 
40 miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   In other action the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. command and control helicopter detained three VC suspects near 
a trail four miles south of Duc Pho. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported 16 VC suspects detained in the Burlington Trail area 10 
miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   "Dragoons" of B Trp., 1st Cav. accounted for 13 of the suspects detained. 
   "Blue Ghosts" of "F" Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for the other three VC suspects detained. 
    Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. reported capturing over two tons of rice.   
   Action centered in the Burlington Trail area.  A 1st Bn., 52 Inf. company led by CPT Jack W. 
Sorensen (Council Bluffs, Iowa) discovered 3,500 pounds of rice while searching an area west of Tam 
Ky. 
   Later in the day the "Ready Rifles" discovered another 1,000 pounds of rice as they continued to 
search the area. 
   The rice has been evacuated to the brigade civil affairs officer for redistribution. 
   Early in the morning a 1st Bn., 46th Inf. company led by 1LT Larry Gragg (Metalina, Wash.) found 
and destroyed one 175mm artillery round and a "Bouncing Betty" mine northwest of Chu Lai. 
   Civic action soldiers of the brigade treated 480 Vietnamese during four MEDCAPs. 
   The division suffered one soldier wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 
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Vol. 2. No. 190 Saturday  October 26, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT   SUNDAY 
Cloudy to Mostly Cloudy Occasional Rain  High 82 Low 70  no Moonlight 2226-1209 
                         AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
    CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Units of the Americal Division killed 18 VC and one NVA, detained one NVA and 
12 VC suspects and captured one individual weapon in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed nine VC and one NVA and detained one NVA and 12 VC suspects. 
   In the Burlington Trail area the 1st Bn., 52d Inf. recon. plt., led by 1LT Barry Luther (Orange Park, Fla.) detained 
one VC suspect who had been wounded in the leg. 
  Early that morning a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council Bluffs, Iowa) engaged 
and killed one NVA.  The enemy was killed when he attempted to flee the "Ready Rifles" west of Tam Ky. 
   The "Ready Rifles" recon. plt. was next to make contact.  The infantrymen engaged two NVA, wounding one.  
The wounded NVA was detained and evacuated for medical treatment.  He had been carrying a pack filled with 
rice and medical supplies. 
   CPT Sorensen's company again made contact as they continued to operate west of Tam Ky.  They engaged 
and killed one VC who was carrying military documents. 
   "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed two VC while flying in support of "Brave and Bold" infantrymen northwest 
of Chu Lai. 
   In two separate actions, the 1st Bn. 52d Inf. recon. plt. detained one VC and called in artillery on a group of VC 
moving west.  Results of the artillery fire mission were one VC killed and two VC suspects detained. 
   In the Chu Lai area a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company, led by CPT Michael R. Smith (New Lebanon, Ohio) reported 
receiving small arms fire southwest of here.  Fire was returned killing five VC.  A check of the area resulted in six 
VC suspects detained. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained two VC suspects south of Chu Lai in the afternoon. 
   Civic action soldiers of the 1st Bn., 46th Inf.; 5th Bn., 46th Inf.; and the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. treated 865 Vietnamese 
during five MEDCAPs. 
   In the 196th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations, "Charger" units killed eight VC and captured one individual weapon 
and 13,900 pounds of rice. 
   A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company spotted two VC with weapons 14 miles west of Tam Ky.  The enemy was engaged 
with small arms fire, resulting in one VC killed and one K-44 rifle captured. 
   A 4th Bn. 21st Inf. company killed one VC seven miles south of Hoi An with small arms fire. 
   The 3d Bn., 21st Inf. command and control helicopter killed one VC 14 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   In two separate incidents, in an area centered 15 miles west of Tam Ky, a 3d Bn. 21st Inf. company killed a total 
of three VC. 
   "Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company engaged and killed one VC  with small arms fire 15 miles west of Tam 
Ky. 
   Another company of the battalion killed one VC 11 miles southwest of Hoi An. 
   A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company found 3,000 pounds of rice 14 miles southwest of Hoi An. 
   Another company of the battalion found 7,200 pounds of rice in various containers hidden huts, 25 miles west of 
Tam Ky. 

   A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company found 3,700 pounds of rice 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Two days ago, Vietnamese civilians, under the Voluntary Informant Program (VIP), turned in to the 4th Bn., 21st 
Inf. 50 M-26 grenades, 40 81mm mortar rounds, 2 1/4 pounds of Flex-X, eight 106mm recoilless rifle rounds, five 
3.5" rocket rounds, one Claymore mine, and assorted small arms ammo, etc. 
   Yesterday, the "Gimlets" received 28 M-26 grenades, 2 1/2 pounds of Flex-X, two 4.2" mortar rounds, and five 
81mm mortar rounds under the VIP. 

   "Guardians" of the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. received 30 105mm artillery rounds, one M-72 LAW, six M-26 
grenades, and one Claymore mine under the VIP on the 25th also. 
   Very light action in Quang Ngai Province resulted in one VC killed by 11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle Warriors." 
   The single action took place near the Song Ve.  "Always First" soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed one 
VC 19 miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported two tons of polished rice captured yesterday.  The rice was found by 
"Dragoons" of A Trp. two miles south of Thang Binh. 
   Seven Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 



Vol. 2. No. 191 Sunday    October 27, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT    MONDAY 
Partly to Mostly Cloudy Occasional Showers Tonight  High 86 Low 70 No Moon light-2331-1305 
                        AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) --Americal Division soldiers accounted for 36 VC killed, 12 suspects 
detained, and nine weapons captured in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   Scattered contacts were reported by 198th Inf. Bde. soldiers yesterday. 
   "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for a total of four VC killed in three incidents northeast of 
Chu Lai. 
   The 1st Bn., 20th Inf. command control helicopter detained four military age male VC suspects 
among huts three miles south of Duc Pho. 
   11th Bde. infantrymen killed 10 VC, detained five suspects, and captured one individual weapon in 
action near Duc Pho yesterday. 
   "Always First" soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company, led by CPT James O'Herron (Winona, Minn.), 
killed five VC in three separate actions 13 miles nothwest of Duc Pho.  One of the dead VC had a flag 
and several documents on his person. 
   The unit later killed four VC and captured 2,000 pounds of rice in the same vicinity. 
   Troops of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company killed one VC 11 miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   The 1st Bn., 20th Inf. command and control helicopter detained four military age male VC suspects 
among huts three mils south of Duc Pho. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. combined with troops of the 1st Bn., 10 Inf. to detain one military 
age male VC suspect, hiding in a hole near a trail, five miles south of Duc Pho. 
   In other action infantrymen of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found a 1920 model 9mm pistol near a 
stream nine miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   The 1st  Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported five VC suspects detained by "Dragoons" of C Trp. four 
miles southwest of Thang Binh. 
   In the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operations, "Charger" units killed 22 VC, captured eight individual 
weapons, detained two suspects, and captured 12,425 pounds of rice. 

   A total of seven VC were killed in five separate contacts by the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. recon. plt., 
in an area centered five miles south of Hoi An. 
   "Gimlets" of a 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged a small group of VC 24 miles west of Tam Ky, 
killing one. 
   Another company of the battalion killed a total of two VC in two separate actions in an area centered 
nine miles west of Tam Ky. 
   A Long Range Patrol killed a total of four VC in two separate actions in an area centered nine miles 
west of Tam Ky. 
   A Long Range Patrol killed a total of four VC in two separate actions in an area centered 26 miles 
west of Tam Ky.  All four of the VC were killed by artillery fire directed by the patrol. 
   F Trp., 17th Cav. killed five VC in a cave 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky when the enemy refused to 
come out and surrender. 
  The troop later killed another VC in the same area when he refused to come out of a cave. 
   The 71st Avn., Co combined with 196th Inf. Bde. soldiers to kill two VC six miles south of Hoi An. 
   "Guardians of the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. captured a total of 6,800 pounds of rice in three separate caches 
24 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   "Gimlets" of a 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company found 5,625 pounds of rice in several huts 26 miles west of 
Tam Ky.  (Gimlets would be either the 3/21 of the 196th or 4/21 Inf Bn. of the 11th Bde.  In this case C 
3/21 received one ton of rice according to Division S2/S3 reports). 
   A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company engaged two VC 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  Both VC were wounded 
and detained.  One K-44 rifle was captured in that action. 
   Under the Voluntary Informant Program (VIP), Vietnamese civilians turned in three M-79 rounds, 
one Chicom grenade, three smoke grenades, one 60mm mortar round, 1/2 pound of C4, 1/4 pound of 
Flex-X, and 1/4 pound of C3 to "Gimlets" of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. 
   Friday the (LO) 3d Bn., 21st Inf. received one .45 cal. pistol and six M-72 LAWs from Vietnamese 
civilians under the VIP. 
   The Division suffered two soldiers wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 



Vol. 2. No. 192 Monday   October 28, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT      TUESDAY 
  Partly to Mostly   Cloudy   Occasional Showers   Morning    High 84 Low 79 
                      ------AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS-------- 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Units of the Americal Division accounted for 31 VC and 20 NVA killed, eight 
suspects detained, and one crew-served and seven individual weapons captured in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   The 11th Inf. Bde accounted for 19 NVA and ten VC killed, one suspect detained, and three individual weapons 
captured. 
   Troops of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found 11 NVA and one VC killed by air strikes in an area centered 12 miles 
northwest of Duc Pho.  One K-44 rifle was also found in the area. 
   Continuing the sweep, soldiers of another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found three NVA and two VC.  One of the 
VC was found in a grave. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn., working with the 4th Bn., 3d Inf., found three NVA and one VC which had 
been killed by air strikes. 
   Troops of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company found two dead VC and captured one M-16 rifle in the area.   
   Soldiers of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. recon. plt. found one VC killed by air strikes 11 miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Early that morning, the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter killed one VC fleeing from a village 16 
miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn., working with the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. killed two NVA and one VC in two separate 
actions near the Song Ve 17 miles northwest of Duc Pho.  One .45 cal. pistol was also captured in that action. 
   In other action, infantrymen of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed one VC near Highway 1, two miles north of 
Duc Pho. 
   "Dragoons" of E Trp., 1st Cav. detained one VC suspect on Bridge 95, ten miles south of Duc Pho. 
   "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 17 VC and one NVA, captured one crew-served and four individual 
weapons, found 2,800 pounds of rice, and detained two suspects. 
   The 2d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter killed a total of two VC in two separate incidents 18 miles 
southwest of Hoi An. 
   F Trp., 17th Cav. killed a total of four VC in three separate actions in an area centered 15 miles northwest of 
Tam Ky. 
   In the same area F Trp., 17th Cav. found a tunnel with one dead VC in it.  A further search of the cave revealed 
to female VC suspects hiding in the complex. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed five VC in a cave eight miles southeast of Hoi An.  Two 25-pound blocks of 
explosives were found in the cave. 
   The company later engaged a group of VC seven miles southwest of Hoi An, killing one. 
   Another 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC southwest of Tien Phuc. 
   A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged a group of VC fleeing a hut nine miles west of Tam Ky, killing three. 
   The company later killed one NVA in the same area. 
   F Trp., 17th Cav. found one SKS rifle buried in the ground 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Later a detainee led them to a second SKS near a stream in the same area.  A further search of the area 
revealed one M-60 machinegun hidden in a stream. 
   A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company found 50 bags of rice totaling 1,600 pounds 20 miles southwest of Hoi An. 
   A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company found 1,200 pounds of rice in a bin next to a hut 20 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Vietnamese civilians turned in to the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., under the Voluntary Informant Program, 17 105MM 
howitzer rounds, five 81mm mortar rounds, 16 M-79 rounds, and two M-72 LAWS. 
   Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed four VC, detained three suspects, and captured over five tons of rice yesterday. 
   A 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. company, led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council Bluffs, Iowa), captured 9,500 pounds of 
rice while searching an area west of Tam Ky.  Also found with the large rice cache was 15 strips of meat and two 
bushels of corn. 
   Later in the day the "Ready Rifles" company killed to VC in the same area. 
   F Trp., 8th Cav. found the body of one VC  killed during fighting northwest of Chu Lai. 
   Another 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Floyd W. Mclean Jr., (Ft. Sill, Okla.), found and additional 600 
pounds of rice west of Tam Ky. 
   In the Chu Lai area a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company, led by CPT George L. Harmon (Dothan, Ala.), found and 
destroyed one booby-trapped 81mm mortar round south of Chu Lai. 
   The 5th Bn., 46th Inf. recon. plt., led by 1LT Donald T. Penny, detained three VC suspects south of Chu Lai. 
   CPT Harmon's company killed one  VC while sweeping an area south of Chu Lai. 
   CPT Sorensen's  company found a mess hall, which was the probable destination for the rice they captured in 
the afternoon. 
   The "Ready Rifles" found the six table mess hall near the same site of the large rice find. 
   Among items found in the mess hall were four cooking pots, 30 bowls, one half barrel of corn and beef, and 100 
pounds of rice. 
   Civic action soldiers of the brigade treated 463 Vietnamese during five MEDCAPs. 
    The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported two VC suspects detained in the Burlington Trail area by "Blue 
Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. yesterday. 
   Two Division soldiers were killed and nine were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 



Vol. 2. No. 193 Tuesday  October 29, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT          WEDNESDAY 
   Cloudy to Mostly    Cloudy    Rain      High 85 low 70   no Moonlight--    0132-1436 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Ten NVA and 13 VC were killed, 19 individual weapons were captured, 
and 15 suspects were detained in southern I Corps yesterday. 
    "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for eight NVA and four VC killed, 13 suspects 
detained, and 19 individual weapons captured. 
   Troops of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found three NVA killed by air strikes 11 miles northwest of Duc 
Pho. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn., working with troops of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf., killed five NVA 13 
miles west of Duc Pho. 
  A reconnaissance element of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. found a cache of 17 individual weapons in a hole 11 
miles northwest of Duc Pho.  The haul included eight SKS rifles, six M-1 carbines, two French grease 
guns, one AK-47 rifle and 300 pounds of rice. 
   Near the Song Tra Khuc, eight miles west of Quang Ngai City, F Trp., 1st Cav. killed one VC. 
   A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. reconnaissance element killed two VC by a trail 17 miles northwest of Duc Pho.   
   Troops of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed one VC among huts three miles north of Duc Pho. 
   The 1st Bn., 20th Inf. command and control element detained a total of six VC suspects in three 
incidents southeast of Duc Pho. 
   Another 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company detained three VC suspects in the same area. 
   MPs of the 11th Bd. and the National Police detained four military - age male VC suspects on 
Highway 1 four miles north of Duc Pho. 
   Under the Voluntary Informant Program (VIP), 11th Inf. Bde. soldiers received two LAWs, two 
105mm howitzer rounds, five 4.2" mortar rounds, one 81mm mortar round, four 60mm mortar rounds, 
five M-26 grenades, 27 M-79 rounds, and over 250 rounds of small arms ammo from Vietnamese 
civilians. 
   In the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operations, "Charger" units killed seven VC and two NVA, and 
captured 10,500 pounds of rice. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. reconnaissance element killed one VC with small arms fire 14 miles southwest of 
Hoi An.  The "Gimlets" also found 4,000 pounds of rice in their area. 
   A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company found one dead VC in a cave and killed another one by calling artillery 
fire on him in action centered in an area seven miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed a total  of four VC in four separate actions in an area centered 12 
miles west of Tam Ky. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed two NVA with M-60 machinegun fire 30 miles west of Tam 
Ky. 
   A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company found 2,000 pounds of rice 21 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Later, another company of the battalion found 1,000 pounds of  rice in the same area. 
   3,500 pounds of rice was captured by other units of the battalion 16 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   The 4th Bn., 21st Inf., received eight M-79 rounds, one M-72 warhead, 1 1/4 pound of C4, five M-26 
grenades, one 60mm mortar round, and three 2.75 rockets Sunday under the VIP. 

  The 2d Bn., 1st Inf. received six 105mm howitzer rounds, eight  M-79 rounds, and one M-
26 grenade the same day, also under the VIP. 
   Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. reported killing two VC yesterday. 
   In the Chu Lai area a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company, led by 1LT James J. Frazier (Decatur, Ill.) killed 
one VC who attempted to flee the "Professionals" southwest of Chu Lai. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed one VC while flying in support of "Brave and Bold" soldiers 
south of Chu Lai. 
   In the Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company, led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council 
Bluffs, Iowa), discovered 1,000 pounds of rice and destroyed one booby-trapped hand grenade west 
of Tam Ky. 
   Civic action soldiers of the brigade treated 524 Vietnamese during five MEDCAPs. 
   The Division suffered one killed and nine wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 



Vol. 2 No. 249   WEDNESDAY  December 25, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT          THURSDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast: partly cloudy to cloudy with early morning and afternoon showers  High 
temperature of 83 and low of 70 moon rise 1237 set --0049 (on 27th) 
                        AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
    CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces reported killing two NVA and eight VC, 
discovering four NVA bodies, capturing two VC and 12 individual weapons and detaining three VC 
suspects in light scattered action in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. and a Mobile Strike Force element OPCON to the 196th killed 
two NVA and two VC and detained two VC suspects in action near Tam Ky and Que Son. 
   Mobile Strike Force 14 engaged a platoon-sized element 11 miles west of Que Son early in the 
morning and killed two NVA and detained two VC suspects and three AK-47 rifles. 
   A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., OPCON with the 2-1st Inf., caught three VC fleeing west and killed one 
with small arms fire 23 mile southwest of Tam Ky.  Nearer Tam Ky, recon troops of the 3-21st Inf. also 
killed one VC suspect fleeing west. 
   Troops of the 198th Inf. Bde. and supporting gunships killed four VC and detained two VC suspects 
during light contact in the "Brave and Bold" area. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed four VC while flying a visual recon mission over an area 10 
miles west of Chu Lai at noon.  The VC were carrying packs and Chicom hand grenades. 
   Two VC suspects were detained three miles south of Chu Lai by Co. A, 5-46 Inf., led by CPT 
Herbert A. Walter (Columbus, Ga.). 
    Infantrymen of 5-46 and 1-6 spent the afternoon patrolling the Chu Lai area to ensure the safety of 
thousands of Americal Division troops who watched the Bob Hope Christmas show at the Division 
amphitheater. 
In a day of very light action, 11th Inf. Bde. troops found the graves of four NVA soldiers, detained one 
VC suspect and assembled nine weapons from parts captured in a cache three days ago. 
   The NVA graves, approximately two days old, were found 25 miles west of Duc Pho by a recon 
platoon of the 3-1st Inf. The NVA had been killed by small arms fire. 
   The first platoon of Co. C, 4-21st Inf. completed assembling parts of nine-weapons, including two 
French rifles, a French sub-machinegun, a Chicom K-44, two 30-cal. rifles, two M-1 carbines and a 
12-guage shotgun. 
   A 60-year-old Vietnamese female suspected of being a Viet Cong was detained three miles 
northwest of Duc Pho by Co. A, B-1 Inf. 
       Two VC were killed two miles northeast of Thang Binh by B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 
One Americal Division soldier was killed and one wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
while two members of the Mobile Strike Force were killed and eight evacuated, according to an initial 
report.                           **** 
                  M E R R Y  C H R I S T M A S 



Vol. 2 No. 250   THURSDAY  December 26, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT         FRIDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast: partly cloudy with chance of morning showers. 
High temperature of 85 and low of 72 moon rise 1302 moon set --0049 (on 28th) 
                        AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
    CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and seven VC, 
discovering one NVA body, detaining four VC suspects in very light and scattered action on Christmas 
Day in southern I Corps. 
    In the 11th Inf. Bde. area, six VC were killed and four VC suspects detained while two engineer 
companies reported three unusual incidents tied to the Christmas standdown. 
   Near a beach 11 miles southwest of Duc Pho, Co,. B, 4-3 Inf., led by CPT Jack  Pryor (Fresno, 
Calif.) received heavy automatic weapons fire and killed five VC.  After the "Old Guard" called in air 
strikes, another VC was found dead. 
   Three VC suspects were detained with altered ID cards on Highway 1 about six miles southeast of 
Duc Pho.  Another was detained when he presented a VC wreath and distributed propaganda leaflets 
at the gate of LZ Liz five miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   The engineers' unusual day began north of Duc Pho on Highway 1 where a mine-sweep team of Co. 
A, 19th Engr. Bn. discovered two Christmas trees bearing VC propaganda and a 20-foott high arch 
built across the road with flowers, pompoms, a white flag, and a dove of peace attached. 
   Further north, 15 miles from Duc Pho, a mine-sweep team of Co. C, 39th Engr. Bn. encountered one 
NVA with an AK-47 rifle and two armed VC watching the sweep.  Neither side fired. 
   Shortly afterwards at the same site, the engineers were approached by 30 armed VC with AK-47 
rifles, M079 grenade launchers, and carbines.  The VC asked to meet with U.S. representatives at the 
site at a designated hour in the afternoon.  American troops remained at the proposed site  almost two 
hours beyond the designated hour, but no VC appeared. 
    Units operating in the 196th Inf. Bde. area reported killing one NVA and finding one VC body in 
three incidents near Que Son. 
   Co. D, 4-31st Inf. located the body of one NVA soldier killed Tuesday afternoon nine miles west of 
Que Son. 
   Further to the southwest, F Trp., 8th Cav., OPCON to the 4-3 Inf., discovered one VC body which 
had been dead four to five days. 
   To the north of the Que Son, a recon element of the 2-1 Inf. engaged seven VC shortly after the 
Christmas standdown ended at 1800 hours.  One VC was killed by artillery fire in the action that 
followed. 
   No serious incidents were reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area of operations. 
    One Americal Division soldier was killed and one wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 
                      ***** 
ARE YOU DOING YOUR PART                    IN ACCIDENT PREVENTION? 
 



Vol. 2 No. 252   FRIDAY  December 27, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT         SATURDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast: partly cloudy with chance of scattered morning showers. 
High temperature of 83 and low of 71 moon rise 1337 moon set --0227 (on 27th) 
                        AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
    CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces reported killing two NVA  
and 25 VC, discovering the bodies of two VC and two NVA, detaining 21 VC suspects and capturing 
seven weapons as action picked up yesterday following the Christmas standdown in southern I Corps. 
    Action was heaviest in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where infantry, cavalry, and Mobile Strike Force 
units killed one NVA and 15 VC and discovered two VC bodies. 
    Elements of the 1-46 Inf. and 4-31st Inf. accounted for nine VC dead in two incidents west of Tam 
Ky.  An NVA doctor and his nurse were detained by Co. C, 4-31st Inf. in the same general area, and 
the doctor indicated that his aid station had been destroyed previously.  In a pack he carried penicillin 
and documents. 
   Recon elements of the 3-21st Inf. killed two VC in separate incidents near Thang Binh, and soldiers 
at an observation post of the 2-1st Inf. killed one VC about 100 meters from the base. 
   F Trp., 8th Cav., working part of the day in the 196th area, killed two VC in mid-morning action near 
Tien Phuoc.  F Trp., 17th Cav. discovered two VC bodies, apparently dead several days. 
   Mobile Strike Force 14 killed one NVA 12 miles west of Que Son in the morning and killed a VC by 
calling in artillery support nearer Que Son in the afternoon. 
    One NVA and two VC were killed, two NVA bodies were discovered, 17 VC suspects detained, and 
seven individual weapons captured in the 11th Inf. Bde. area. 
   Co. D, 4-21st Inf. found two NVA soldiers in graves among three huts near a stream 20 miles west 
of Duc Pho.  Near the same site later, Co. D found and destroyed 16 huts, livestock, and 300 pounds 
of rice.  One secondary explosion occurred as the supplies were destroyed. 
   Co. B, 4-21st Inf. killed one VC near a stream 21 miles west of Duc Pho, and Co. D, 3-1st Inf. killed 
a fleeing NVA in a green uniform 10 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City.  Both companies retrieved 
the dead soldiers' AK-47 rifles. 
   Elements of the 11th's aviation section killed two VC west of Que Son. 
   Other weapons captured included tow K-44 rifles and a shotgun by Co. A, 1-20 Inf. and an M-1 rifle 
and shotgun by Co. C, 4-21st Inf. C Co. also found an enemy base camp of 10 huts, including a mess 
hall, and two bundles of punji sticks, two AM radios, two tons of rice and six pounds of explosives. 
   Three large groups of VC suspects were detained in the Duc Pho area. 
   To the south, Co. B, 4-3 Inf. halted seven VC suspects, and Co. D, 4-3 Inf. stopped five without ID 
cards.  To the northwest near railroad trucks, Co, C, 1-20 Inf. detained five VC suspects who tried to 
flee from U.S. troops. 
    Air power accounted for the deaths of four VC in the 198th Inf. Bde. area as "Aero Scouts" of the 
123d Avn. Bn. and FAC recon aircraft killed two VC near Binh Son and Tien Phuoc. 
   The "Aero Scouts" engaged and killed the VC while flying a visual recon mission in support of 198th 
troops southwest of Binh Son about noon.  Air strikes by the recon aircraft against three sampans 
killed two VC southwest of Tien Phuoc late in the afternoon. 
   VC suspects were detained by Co. C, 5-46 Inf., led by 1LT James J. Frazier (Decatur, Ill.), and Co. 
C, 1-52 Inf., led by CPT Archibald L.J. Hall (San Antonio, Tex.).  Each halted two in the Chu Lai and 
Oregon areas.  The 1-52 infantrymen caught their suspects after one three a Chicom hand grenade at 
them. 
   In civic action programs last week, 198th soldiers treated 2239 Vietnamese during medical 
assistance visits and distributed a half ton of clothing to the villagers.  "Brave and Bold" troops also 
contributed to Christmas festivities at the Vietnamese Catholic orphanage north of Chu Lai. 
   In the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. and Oregon areas, the busy F Troopers of the 8th Cav. upped their day's 
body count to six VC by killing four more in incidents near Que Son and Tam Ky.  One kill came in 
Operation Hardin Falls and one in the Oregon Area. 
    One Americal Division soldier was killed and three wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 



Vol. 2 No. 253   SATURDAY  December 28, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT          SUNDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast: partly cloudy to cloudy.  High temperature of 85 and low of 69. Moonrise 1443 moon set --
0337. 
                        AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
    CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces reported killing 16 NVA and 33 VC, discovering 1 VC body, 
detaining 38 VC suspects and capturing eight individual and one crew-served weapon, and 4 1/2 tons of rice in 
heavy action in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   Two units of the 198th Inf. Bde. one supporting gunships killed 14 NVA and 11 VC and captured seven 
weapons, one crew-served, plus seven mortars and 26 hand grenades in three encounters while on patrol seven 
miles west of Tam Ky. 
  Two NVA were killed in each of the first two incidents, including a pair surprised at a distance of less than 100 
meters.  Two AK-447 rifles, a pistol, an RPD machinegun, and the grenades were taken. 
   Two more NVA were killed and their AK-47's captured in mid-morning by Co., C, 1-52 Inf., led by CPT James 
Hall (San Antonio, Tex.), on patrol nine miles west of Tam Ky.  Ten hand grenades were also recovered. 
   Busiest division troopers were the "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. who engaged enemy troops eight times 
and killed seven NVA and 11 VC in the Tien Phuoc and Binh Son areas. 
   In a four-hour period around noon, the "Aero Scouts" encountered VC three times southwest of Binh Son and 
killed six.  Shortly afterwards, in a two-hour period, the gunships engaged NVA and VC troops three more times 
south of Tien Phuoc and killed four NVA and four VC. 
   In the evening the "Aero Scouts" killed three NVA and one VC in two incidents within 15 minutes.  In all eight 
sections, the gunships were flying visual recon missions in support of 198th Bde, infantrymen. 
   The seven mortar rounds--four 82mm and three 81mm--were captured in a joint effort by Co. A, 1-6 Inf. and a 
recon platoon of Co. E, 1-6 Inf. They were led by CPT John M. Plese (Granite City, Ill.) and 2LT William Christy 
(Lebanon, Ind.), respectively. 
   Two NVA and 15 VC were killed, 53 refugees relocated and 4500 pounds of rice captured in the 196th Inf. Bde. 
area. 

   The day's largest single encounter with enemy troops occurred outside Cobra, an observation post 
of the 2-1st Inf. west of Tam Ky.  Cobra observed seven VC enter a nearby hooch and called in 
artillery fire which killed all seven.  To the northwest, Tiger another 2-1 OP, located a ton of rice in a 
hooch. 
   Co. A, 1-46th Inf. joined the rice harvest by  collecting 2500 pounds in three finds 11 miles southwest of Hoi An.  
Two caches of 800 pounds each were found in two woven baskets and behind a paddy dike while 900 more 
pounds were unearthed in a hooch. 
   Troops of the 3-21st Inf., operating in company, OP, and recon groups, accounted for six dead VC northwest of 
Tam Ky. Co. A killed four VC moving west and took documents from their packs.  A 3-21 recon platoon killed one 
VC scrambling into a hole, while a 3-21 OP called in artillery fire to kill a VC in a bunker complex. 
   Artillery fire also killed two NVA after Co. A, 4-31st Inf. spotted three NVA in khaki uniforms going west at a point 
22 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Cavalry units working with 196th troops relocated refugees, and killed two VC northwest of Tam Ky.  
   F Trp., 17th Cav., moving with the 4-31st Inf., helped relocate 53 refugees who asked to be moved from an area 
23 miles west of Tam Ky.  They were taken to Que Son. 
   A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., OPCON to the 2-1st Inf., killed two VC moving west, both were carrying M-26 
fragmentation grenades. 
   Moderate action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area revolved around two units of the 4-3 Inf. as six VC were killed, one VC 
body found, 38 VC suspects detained, and the weapons and two tons of rice captured. 
   Co. C, 4-3 Inf. engaged three VC and killed them after being ambushed six miles southwest of Que Son, while 
Co. B found three VC killed by artillery fire seven miles west of Que Son. 
   Both companies were busy eight miles southwest of Duc Pho in a village near the coast.  Co. C, led by 1LT 
Ralph Burkhart (Kansas City, Mo.), detained 28 VC suspects and took a carbine and a K-44 rifle.  Seven suspects 
were held with one confirmed as a VC and another believed to be the local guerilla chief.  Co. B found a wounded 
VC hiding in a hole and detained one VC suspect west of the village. 
   Co. D, 4-21st Inf. uncovered a two-week-old grave of a VC killed by air strikes and then found a newly 
constructed base camp with 15 stone-walled huts and two tons of rice hidden in a nearby hut encircled with 
barbed wire. 
   Companies of the 1-20 Inf. detained nine VC suspects. 
   One VC was killed by B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. in contacts five miles southeast of Que Son. 
   No Americal Division soldiers were killed and four were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,  
according to an initial report. 

 



Vol. 2 No. 255   SATURDAY  December 30, 1968 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT           TUESDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast: partly cloudy skies.  High temp. of 85 and low of 69 
degrees. Moon rising 1452 hours and setting at 0317. 
                        AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
    CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces reported killing 21 VC, 
detaining 10 VC suspects and capturing one weapon and almost six tons of rice in moderate action in 
southern I Corps yesterday. 
   Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed nine VC and detained seven VC suspects, but the day's body count 
was overshadowed by several discoveries of enemy materiel and weaponry. 
   The Volunteer Informant Program, VIP, continued to prove its worth as 20 Vietnamese children 
turned over 120 Chicom hand grenades and one 155mm round to an 11th Bde. loudspeaker team 
north of Duc Pho in the morning.  The children promised to return with more spoils today. 
   Cos. B and D of the 4-21st Inf. spent much of the day raiding enemy base camps, destroying huts, 
and rounding up supplies, including 7500 pounds of rice. 
   D Co. hit two base camps near a stream 23 miles west of Duc Pho.  In the first, 13 huts were 
destroyed, many with sleeping quarters for 20 people and one divided into a classroom-mess hall. 
   Near the camp, a rack designed to hold seven weapons was confiscated along with 7000 pounds of 
rice and documents and signs.  Another 18 huts were located later in the same area, and a dozen M-
79 rounds and an NVA entrenching tool were found.  The huts were destroyed. 
   In operations near a stream two miles further west, B Co. found eight huts, three on stilts, and trip 
flares, foxholes, and 500 pounds of rice. 
   Among the day's detainees was a VC suspect who presented an identification card but was tripped 
up by a recon element of the 1-20 Inf. which discovered he couldn't speak Vietnamese. 
   Near a position of Co. A, 4-3 Inf., a VC female attempted to rotate a claymore mine towards the 
Americans.  She was killed when the mine exploded as she turned it. 
   Nearby, the "Old Guard" soldiers found the bodies of two VC killed during a firefight the night before 
when a small arms and artillery battle had erupted.  Also recovered were several grenades while three 
VC suspects were held. 
   The value of cavalry and air support was obvious in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where gunships, 
artillery and ground troops combined to kill five VC and capture one AK-47 rifle and 1850 pounds of 
rice. 
   "Blue Ghost" gunships of the 8th Cav. killed two VC 15 miles west of Tam Ky and nine miles further 
west, an aerial observer working with the 4-31st Inf spotted six VC in the open and directed 3-82 Arty. 
fire to kill one. 
   The 3-82 also answered a call from Co. C, 2-1st Inf. after a large group of VC were spotted in a 
ravine 18 miles southwest of Hoi An.  One VC was killed by small arms fire and the gathering routed.  
   Infantrymen of Co. D, 4-31st Inf. accounted for the other VC kill when they trapped an enemy soldier 
fleeing a hut five miles from the battle area in the ravine. 
   Rice caches were seized by F Trp., 17th Cav. working with the 4-31st Inf., and a patrol from Tiger 
Base, A 2-1st Inf. observation post. 
   F Trp. gathered 1300 pounds of rice from an area in and around hooches 26 miles west of Tam Ky. 
the OP patrol, moving 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky, found two crocks containing 200 pounds of rice 
apiece and then discovered cans holding 150 more pounds in a rice paddy area. 
   Seven VC were killed, four by gunships just after daybreak, and three VC suspects were detained in 
a day of light action in the 198th Inf. Bde. area. 
   Gunships of the 176th Assault Hel. Co., working with the 1-6 and 5-46 Inf., killed two VC each in 
contacts northwest of Binh Son.  Later, Co. A, 5-46 Inf., surprised five VC and killed two in a brief 
firefight nine miles west of Binh Son. 
   No Americal Division soldiers were killed, and five were wounded and evacuated for medical 
treatment, according to a initial report. 



Vol. 3. No. 3 FRIDAY January 3, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT   SATURDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast: Mostly cloudy with chance of rain showers in the morning.  High temp. of 83', 
low of 68'.  Moon rise at 1855 set at 0755. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Increased contact with NVA forces and the largest weapons discovery in almost 
two weeks highlighted a day of moderate action for Americal Division forces in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   Division units reported killing six NVA and 13 VC, finding the bodies of four VC, capturing 14 individual and one 
crew-served weapons and 1000 pounds of rice, detaining 19 VC suspects, and relocating 161 refugees. 
   Of 15 incidents reported involving contact with enemy forces in the 196th Inf. Bde. area, 10 occurred within a 
two-mile square area 24 miles west of Tam Ky.  There, and throughout the 196th area, five NVA and nine VC 
were killed, four VC bodies were found, and six weapons were captured. 
   Action centered around units of the 4-31 Inf. which were involved in eight contacts that accounted for eight 
enemy dead, four found dead, and all six weapons.  
   Co. C, 4-31 Inf., working with the 2-1 Inf., ran into small arms fire from an unknown enemy force and killed four 
NVA in the ensuring firefight 24 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  Captured in the action were a .30 caliber 
machinegun, an SKS rifle, and an AK-47 rifle. 
   Later in the same area Co. C killed another NVA and took his AK-47. 
   Slightly further west at 0755 hours, Co. D took on three VC and killed one.  At 1340, Co. D engaged an NVA a 
mile nearer Tam Ky and got his AK-47 and, two hours later, found the bodies of three VC killed by artillery fire. 
   Co. B killed a VC in the same area at 1420 hours and, six hours later, a recon element of the 4-31 killed a VC 
there.  At 2110 hours, the recon element engaged an NVA and captured his SKS rifle. 
   Units of Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed four VC in four small arms firefights from 11-13 miles west of Tam Ky.  Other VC 
kills in the area were credited to F Trp,., 17th Cav. and "Blue Ghosts" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. C. A, 2-1 Inf. 
discovered the body of a VC killed by artillery. 
   Amidst its contacts with the enemy Co. D, 4-31 Inf. found time to help relocated 105 refugees to Tam Ky from an 
area 25 miles to the west.  Fifty-six more refugees were taken from an area 22 miles west of Tam Ky to Nui Loc 
Son by F Trp., 17th Cav. 
   The half-ton of rice was found in two crocks by Co. C, 1-46 Inf. in a search of two hootches 11 miles southwest 
of Hoi An. 
   Co. B, 4-21 Inf. took the war to the enemy's front porch by charging into a recently occupied base camp 12 miles 
west of Duc Pho.  The raid netted eight weapons and cost enemy forces 12 huts and numerous supplies. 
   In light action elsewhere in southern Quang Ngai Province, 11th Inf. Bde. forces killed one NVA and three VC, 
wounded three VC, detained 16 VC suspects, and recovered a ninth weapon. 
   Discovery of the base camp was made at 0925 hours as Co. B patrolled a jungle area.  The "Gimlets" moved 
into the camp which showed signs of having been abandoned hurriedly.  Of the 12 huts, one was an auditorium-
mess hall capable of serving 130 men, and several contained one and two-story sleeping quarters.  Two huts 
were booby-trapped. 
   Weapons found included four K-44 rifles, two French MAT-49 submachineguns, an M-1 carbine, and an M-1 
rifle.  Also recovered were 100 rounds of small arms ammunition, a Chicom hand grenade, web gear, and four 
packs. 
   In another early-morning incident, Co. B, 1-20 Inf. received six to 10 rounds of automatic weapons fire and 
returned it to kill one VC, a young male wearing black pajamas, two miles north of Duc Pho. 
   Short range patrols of Co. C, 4-3 Inf. and the 1-20 Inf. killed two VC.  One was shot while fleeing through a 
hedgerow four miles southeast of Duc Pho, and the other was killed when the 1-20 called for fire support from the 
6-11 Arty. in a rice paddy eight miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   The NVA was killed in the mountains 16 miles northeast of Duc Pho by Co. A, 3-1 Inf. 
   Units of the 4-3 Inf. wounded three VC and rounded up 15 VC suspects in day-long activity.  Co. A, 4-3 Inf. 
captured an M-2 carbine six miles southeast of Duc Pho. 
   "Blue Ghosts" gunships of F Trp,, 8th Cav. killed their second VC of the day in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area 13 
miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
    For the second consecutive day, units of the 198th Inf. Bde. reported no major contact with the enemy.  The 
only action involved detention of three VC suspects and destruction in place of two booby-trapped mortar rounds. 
   The 198th's weekly civic action report showed 1164 Vietnamese treated last week on MEDCAPs while troops 
distributed 1040 pounds of food, 50 pounds of soap, 100 pounds of clothing, and 50 school kits. 
    One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 15 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 
   The lone casualty marked the first time in five days that an Americal Division soldier was killed.  In that time 
enemy losses totaled 181 killed. 



Vol. 3. No. 5 SUNDAY January 5, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT  MONDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast: Mostly cloudy in the morning and clearing in the afternoon.  High temp. of 81' 
with a low of 72'.  Moon rise at 2040 hours and set at 0905 hours. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces struck hard at enemy rice supplies for the 
second consecutive day as the body count dipped to 10 VC killed in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   Units of the 196th Inf. Bde. captured almost nine tons of rice in the Tam ky area to bring the 
Division's two-day total to slightly under 19 tons of rice discovered. 
    Elements of the 3-21 Inf. killed two VC and found eight tons of rice, while Co. C, 1-46 Inf. engaged 
six VC and killed four to account for most  of the action in the 196th Inf. Bde. area. 
   Starting at 1430 hours, Co, ?A, 3-21 Inf. spent a busy afternoon corralling rice.  The first platoon 
found and destroyed two tons of rice 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky and, 30 minutes later, the second 
and third platoons located six tons of rice under the floors of several huts a mile further northwest.  
That rice was bagged and evacuated. 
   A recon element of the 2-1 Inf. found two rice caches of 700 and 600 pounds each in hootches 20 
miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   The two kills by the 3-21 Inf. were credited to Cos. A and C in operations from 17-19 miles northwest 
of Tam Ky.  Both VC were killed by small arms fire. 
   Co. C, 1-46 Inf. surprised six VC in a hootch area eight miles southwest of Hoi An and scattered 
them in all directions.  Accurate small arms fire killed two VC outright, and Co. C later found two more 
bodies during a thorough search of the area.  One lay by a trail, and the other was in a fresh, shallow 
grave. 
   Two companies of the 1-20 Inf. killed three VC, and 40 VC suspects were detained in light action in 
the rain-swept 11th Inf. Bde. area of southern Quang Ngai Province.   
   In three incidents near hootches and a stream 11-12 miles north of Duc Pho, Co. D, 1-20 Inf., led by 
2LT Robert E. Maxwell (Troy, N.Y.), killed two evading VC and detained two VC suspect.  Later, Co. D 
detained three more VC suspects near hootches a mile north of Duc Pho. 
   Co. B, 1-20 Inf. killed one VC and detained two VC suspects in three actions by the Song Tra Cau 
two miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
    Co. C, 4-3 Inf. detained 29 VC suspects in three encounters by a trail and stream five miles south of 
Duc Pho.  Ten of the suspects were apprehended without ID cards in an area where sniper fire had 
been reported earlier. 
   For the first time in three days the 198th Inf. Bde. recorded a kill as "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. 
Bn., flying for the 5-46 Inf., killed a VC seven miles southwest of Binh Son in  mid-afternoon. 
   In civic action work, the 5-46 Inf. treated 83 Vietnamese patients in two MEDCAPs, while the 1-6 Inf. 
treated 95 patients at Ky Chanh and 25 at K-4. 
    Two Americal Division soldiers were killed, and four were wounded and evacuated for medical 
treatment according to an initial report. 
 
      III MAF SUCCESS  (Historian Note: III MAF included the Americal Division) 
   The III Marine Amphibious Force working together with our Vietnamese Allies and Free World 
Forces, met and defeated the enemy at every turn and denied him a single victory in 1968. 
   We further demoralized the enemy by constantly seeking him out and destroying him and his 
equipment wherever found. 
   He gambled on many occasions, such as THE TET OFFENSIVE and he paid with the sacrifice of 
just over 120,000 of his troops in I Corps. 
   I am very pround [sic] of the accomplishments of the men of the III Marine Amphibious Force during 
the year.  They proved capable of any task and determined  to carry them out.  I think 1968 went a 
long way toward convincing the enemy he is not going to achieve a military victory in I Corps. 
   I personally look upon the coming year with confidence and enthusiasm, and I look on 1968 with 
pride in all personnel of the III Marine Amphibious Force.     LTG CUSHMAN 



Vol. 3. No. 6 MONDAY January 6, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT TUESDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast: Most cloudy with showers in the morning and clearing in the afternoon.  High 
temperature of 83' with a low of 71'.  Moon will rise at 2131 hours and set at 0945 hours. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and 23 VC, detaining 
39 VC suspects, and capturing four individual weapons and 6900 pounds of rice in light action 
yesterday in southern I Corps. 
    Action was heaviest in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where three companies accounted for 13 of the 17 
VC killed and the lone weapon captured.  One NVA was also killed, and 900 pounds of rice 
discovered. 
    Co. B, 3-21 Inf., operating in small elements, killed eight VC in four separate encounters in an area 
11 miles west of Tam Ky.  Action began at 0900 hours when one element killed a VC trying to evade 
west.  An hour later, 12 VC were spotted going the other way, and three were killed by artillery fire. 
   Still another hour later, Co. B caught two more VC trying to flee east with packs containing rice.  
Both were killed by small arms fire.  At 1235 hours and a little nearer Tam Ky, two more VC were 
killed while evading Co. B. 
   The last two VC kills yielded an M-2 carbine, 30 rounds of ammunition for the carbine, and packs 
containing documents which were extracted. 
   The 3-21 Inf. added three more kills to its growing total as a recon element intercepted three heavily 
camouflaged VC moving northwest 12 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.  The VC were killed in a firefight, 
and 60 pounds of salt were recovered. 
   Another recon element had similar success as 1-46 Inf. soldiers surprised and killed three VC in a 
hootch area 12 1/2 miles southwest of Hoi AN.  Among items captured were two wallets containing 
documents and two grenades, one a Chicom and the other an M-26. 
   Elements of the 4-31 Inf. killed an NVA and a VC in two actions 29 and 21 miles northwest and west 
of Tam Ky, respectively.  The remaining VC kills were credited to A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., working 
with the 2-1 Inf., and to Co. B, 2-1 Inf. which killed its man with mortar fire. 
   Co. A, 1-46 Inf. found two small rice caches of 500 pounds in a paddy dike and 400 pounds in a 
hootch, both 10 miles southwest of Hoi Ann. 
    Action slackened in the 11th Inf. Bde. area where five VC were killed by artillery in two actions, 39 
VC suspects detained, and three weapons and three tons of rice captured. 
   In a delayed report of Saturday evening action, a short Range Patrol of the 1-20 Inf. saw a VC 
company moving through a woodline near Highway 515 seven miles northwest of Duc Pho.  Artillery 
fire was called in from Btry. C, 1-82 Arty., and three VC were killed. 
   Co. C, 4-3 Inf., led by 1LT Thomas Bedient (Bozeman, Mont.), watched 27 suspected VC moving 
through an area six miles west of Duc Pho. Fire called in from the 6-11 Arty. killed to VC, and the "Old 
Guard" troops detained the remaining 25. 
   Prior to that incident, an element of Co. C found and evacuated 1000 pounds of rice southeast of 
Duc Pho, as Co. B, 4-3 Inf. had done an hour earlier with 5000 pounds nearby. 
   Co. C, 3-1 Inf. captured three weapons, including a French MAS-36 rifle and a Thompson 
submachinegun in a cache hidden along a trail eight miles southwest of Quang Ngai City.  Later and 
further south, Co. C turned up an M-1 carbine.  Two grenades and some small arms ammunition also 
accompanied the first cache. 
    Another day of minimal action in the 198th Inf. Bde. area produced one VC killed by an element of 
the 5-46 Inf. south of Binh Son after he had been spotted running by one of the battalion's observation 
posts. 
   Soldiers of the 5-46 Inf. continued civic action work by treating 200 Vietnamese patients in two 
MEDCAPs at Chau Tu Three and Nuoc Mau. 
    For the sixth time in the past 10 days, no Americal Division soldiers were killed.  Nine were 
wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial report. 



Vol. 3. No. 8 WEDNESDAY January 8, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT    THURSDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast: Cloudy with showers most of the day.  Winds northeasterly at 10 to 15 knots.  
High temperature of 80' with a low of 65'.  Moon will rise at 2312 hours and set at 1058 hours. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces reported killing 10 VC, detaining seven VC 
suspects and capturing one individual weapon in a day of gusting winds in southern I Corps 
yesterday. 
   Heaviest action occurred in the 11th Inf. Bde. area where six VC were killed in four encounters with 
Cos. B and C, 4-3 Inf., and seven VC suspects were detained.    
   In early morning, Co. C found the bodies of three VC killed by small arms fire within the previous 24 
hours eight miles southeast of Duc Pho.  Moving northeast, Co. C detained a VC suspect in the 
afternoon and, at dusk, killed a VC in the same area. 
   Almost simultaneously, Co. B, operating a short distance further south, killed a VC.  Minutes later a 
recently formed Co. B Short Range Patrol engaged and killed on VC three miles south of Duc Pho. 
    Co. C, 1-20 Inf. detained six VC suspects outside a small village three miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
    Three companies accounted for the three VC killed in separate incidents in the 196th Inf. Bde. area. 
   At 0555 hours, Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky while, at 0940 hours, Co. 
B, 2-1 Inf. killed a VC nine miles further northwest and captured his AK-47 rifle. 
    Co. D, 4-31 Inf. engaged two VC and killed one 24 miles west of Tam Ky. 
     The remaining kill was credited to C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. which spotted a VC and killed him six 
miles southeast of Hoi An. 
    In the 198th Inf. Bde. area, the 1-6 Inf. treated 148 Vietnamese in a MEDCAP at Ky Chanh Monday, 
and the 5-46 Inf. followed yesterday by treating 55 at Nuoc Mau. 
    For the third consecutive day and seventh day in the last 10, no Americal Division soldiers were 
reported killed.  Seven were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 
    
 MALARIA PLAYS NO FAVORITES--- 
    REMEMBER TO TAKE YOUR MALARIA  
    PILL DAILY. 
 

 



Vol. 3. No. 9 THURSDAY January 9, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT      FRIDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast: Partly cloudy to mostly cloudy with chance of showers.  Winds northerly at 10 
knots.  High temperature of 81' with a low of 60'.  Moon will rise at 2312 hours and set at 1134 hours. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Two companies of the 4-3 Inf. were involved in half the day's action as 
Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and 18 VC, finding one VC body, detaining 21 VC 
suspects, and capturing two individual weapons in southern I Corps yesterday. 
    "Old Guard" companies B and C killed eight VC and found a VC body in six incidents in the 11th Inf. 
Bde. area where other units killed an NVA and another VC, detained 20 VC suspects, and seized two 
weapons. 
    Co. C, led by 1LT Ralph Durkhart (Kansas City, Mo.), killed five VC and discovered the two-day-old 
grave of a VC killed by small arms fire in four incidents six miles south of Duc Pho below Highway 1. 
   Co. C engaged and killed one VC at 0840 hours, engaged six and killed three at 1230, and engaged 
four and killed one at 1430.  Four VC suspects were rounded up in the encounters. 
   Co. B, led by CPT Jack Pryor (Fresno, Calif.), detected noise and furtive movement on its night 
perimeter at 0430 hours, then surprised and killed two VC trying to infiltrate.  At 1420 hours, Co. B 
took on five VC and killed one.  Both actions occurred six to eight miles south of Duc Pho. 
   Eleven more VC suspects were detained by Co. B, its Short Range Patrol, and Co. A. 
   Twenty-five miles west of Duc Pho, Cos. B and C, 4-21. accounted for the remaining kills.  Co. B 
called for support from the 6-11 Arty. to kill two of 30 VC seen moving in the area.  The dead VC wore 
khaki uniforms, web gear, and packs. 
   Co. C engaged three NVA, killed one, and took two K-44 rifles in the same area. 
    Six VC were killed in three incidents involving two companies of the 196th Inf. Bde. 
    Co. D, 2-1 Inf. killed four VC in a firefight 28 miles northwest of Tam Ky and took packs containing 
clothing and documents which were extracted. 
   Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC running north and later killed a VC wearing khaki clothing and trying to 
flee a hootch.  Both actions occurred 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Cos. A and C of the 1-52 Inf. each killed a VC in the only battle action in the 198th Inf. Bde. area 
where the civic action program again was spotlighted. 
   Shortly before noon, Co. C engaged and killed a VC six miles southwest of Tam Ky.  Later a VC 
suspects was detained in the same area.  A mile further southwest, Co. A killed a VC at 1425 hours. 
   The 1-6 Inf. treated 49 Vietnamese in a MEDCAP at Hill 54, and three Vietnamese nurses trained by 
the 1-6 medical platoon treated 72 patients at Ky Chanh. 
    One Americal Division soldier was killed, and two were wounded and evacuated for medical 
treatment, according to an initial report. 
    The death was the fifth reported in the Division in the first eight days of 1969.  In that time, 151 NVA 
and VC have been killed. 
 
    COL Hanz K. Druener yesterday assumed command of the 16th CAG.  He replaced COL William 
C. Tyrrell who becomes central district engineer for the U.S. Army Engineer Construction Agency, 
Vietnam in Cam Ranh Bay.  COL Druener had been serving as chief of the Logistics Division, Office 
of the Aviation Officer, Headquarters, USARV. 
 
                 AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS SHEET 
         MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding 
              MAJ Paul B. Parham, IO 
              SP4 Bill Elsen, Editor 
 
This New Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, Americal Division APO 96374, as 
an authorized Army publication.  Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the 
Department of the Army. 
 



Vol. 3. No. 10 FRIDAY January 10, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SATURDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast: Partly cloudy to mostly cloudy with intermittent showers.  Winds northwesterly at 
5-10 knots.  High temperature of 84' with a low of 68'.  Moon will rise at 0003 hours and set at 1211 
hours. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Two units led the 198th Inf. Bde. in its heaviest day of action in almost 
two weeks as contact with enemy troops increased yesterday in southern I Corps. 
   Americal Division forces reported killing three NVA and 25 VC, detaining three VC suspects, and 
capturing one individual weapon in the fourth largest day of action since Christmas. 
   A recon element of the 1-52 Inf., led by 1LT Barry Luther (Orange Park, Fla.), engaged 12 enemy 
soldiers and killed seven, while Co. A, 5-46 Inf., commanded by CPT Herbert A . Walter, killed four VC 
in three encounters to account for the 198th's total. 
   The recon unit barely had time for lunch before launching a busy afternoon.  Shortly after noon 
southeast of Tien Phuoc, the unit took on a mixed group of seven enemy soldiers and killed two NVA 
and one VC while capturing 200 pounds of rice. 
   After moving another 2-3 miles from Tien Phuoc, the recon group engaged four VC at 1840 hours 
and won a brief firefight with four VC killed and no friendly casualties. 
    CPT Walter's company made life hectic for small groups of VC operating southeast of Chu Lai.  
One company element opened the day at 0758 hours by surprising and killing a fleeing VC four miles 
southeast of Chu Lai. 
   In subsequent actions, Co. A killed three VC five miles northeast of Binh Son. 
   Meanwhile, the medical platoon of the 5-46 was treating 141 Vietnamese in MEDCAP visits to Nuoc 
Mau and Chau Tu Three.  The 1-6 Inf. treated 45 patients at Ky Chanh. 
   Three units accounted for one NVA and 10 VC killed as 196th Inf. Bde. troops saw more action than 
in the past four days. 
   Operating effectively at the platoon level, Co. B, 3-21 Inf., led by CPT Robert Wahl, killed four VC in 
two actions 11-12 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  At 1500 hours, the first platoon saw three VC in black 
and green clothing and killed two with small arms fire.  A half hour later, the second platoon caught 
two evading VC and killed them a mile away. 
   Co. C added to the 3-21 total by killing a VC at 1700 hours 15 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Even farther west, the 4-31 Inf. killed three VC in two encounters, with Co. D surprising and killing 
one 25 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Co. D, 2-1 Inf. adjusted artillery fire on four VC moving near its defensive perimeter and killed two 28 
miles northwest of Tam Ky.  Later, Co. D killed an NVA and got his AK-47 rifle five miles nearer Tam 
Ky.   The NVA also yielded a pack containing rice and clothing. 
   Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. spent a relatively quiet day and reported only six incidents in which five 
VC were killed and three VC suspects detained. 
   Co. C, 1-20 Inf. located the graves of three VC killed in a firefight Wednesday night near a trail six 
miles west of Duc Pho. 
   Do. D, 4-21 Inf. spotted 15 VC with packs moving near a stream 19 miles west of Duc Pho and 
called in an artillery burst from Btry. D, 6-11 Arty. to kill one.  Ninety minutes later, Co. B called on the 
same battery to kill a VC wearing an NVA pistol belt in a draw 25 miles west of Duc Pho. 
   The VC suspects were detained in separate incidents by Co. D, 1-20 Inf., working with the 174 Aslt. 
Hel. Co. north and northwest of Duc Pho, and by Co. C, 4-3 Inf. south of Duc Pho. 
    "Blue Ghosts" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav., flying in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area, killed on VC at 
1145 hours 8 1/2 miles southeast of Hoi An. 
    Despite the increased action no Americal Division soldiers were reported killed.  Two were 
wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial report. 
    **** 
 US ARMY-WEAR OF THE TROPICAL COMBAT UNIFORM TO AND FROM RVN 
Effective 0001 hours 15 Jan 69 the combat tropical uniform (jungle fatigues) will be worn to and from 
RVN on military and MAC charter flights.  The only authorized headgear to be worn while traveling in 
this uniform is the cap, utility or the green beret for special forces personnel.  Boots, combat or jungle, 
will be worn. 
Wearing of the combat tropical uniform will be mandatory for all enlisted grades up to and including 
first sergeant.  Wear of the uniform will be optional for sergeants major, warrant officers, and officers. 
 



Vol. 3. No. 13 SUNDAY January 13, 1969  MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT     TUESDAY 
Cloudy to mostly cloudy with showers in the afternoon.  Winds will be variable becoming northeasterly 
in the afternoon at 5 to 10 knots.  High temperature of 82' with a low of 67'.  Moon will rise at 0254 
hours and set at 1425 hours. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Although the body count dipped slightly, the enemy took a beating in his own 
backyard as units of the 196th Inf. Bde. moved into three base camps to destroy fortifications and confiscate 
sizable stores of ammunition and equipment to highlight activity in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and 24 VC, finding five NVA bodies, capturing three individual 
weapons and 5800 pounds of rice, detaining two VC suspects, and relocating 193 Vietnamese refugees. 
   Cos. C and D of the 2-1 Inf. discovered the base camps, and units of the 3-21 Inf. and 4-31 Inf. totaled 11 of 17 
VC killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.  All 193 refugees moved, and five NVA bodies and 4800 pounds of rice 
found were also credited to the 196th. 
   At 0958 hours, Co. C, 2-1 Inf. discovered a base camp 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky in a mountainous jungle 
area and destroyed 15 hootches and 15 bunkers.  Captured were three 12.7mm anti-aircraft gun barrels, 80 .51 
caliber rounds, an M-2 carbine stock, a crossbow, machine-gun cleaning equipment, and documents. 
    At 1225 hours, Co. D, 2-1 Inf., operating 27 miles northwest of Tam Ky under 1LT James R. Sanders (Arvada, 
Colo.), located another base camp in a thick jungle area.  Seven bunkers were destroyed, and 80 more .51 
caliber rounds, a bangalore torpedo, five flashlight batteries, two NVA canteens, clothing, and documents were 
taken. 
   At 1450, Co. D struck again three miles nearer Tam Ky to find a camp serving as an apparent NVA commo 
station.  Sixty-nine bunkers, 20 hootches, and two tunnel complexes were destroyed. 
   Among items captured were nine NVA field phones, two portable switchboards, a PRC-10 radio, two NVA 45-
volt batteries, a commo repair kit, 20 NVA uniforms, six NVA rucksacks, six NVA gas masks, 10 M-79 rounds, and 
100 pounds of rice. 
   Cos. A, C, and D of the 3-21 Inf. killed six VC in five incidents in an area 14-16 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.  
Elements of the 4-31 Inf. killed four VC in the same general area and one southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed one VC running in a rice paddy at 1400 hours and, 20 minutes later, killed two more and 
captured enough food, still warm, for five people.  Cos. A and D killed single VC in brief firefights. 
   One element of the 4-31 Inf. killed two VC while the recon unit and Cos. B and C killed one apiece.  All the 
incidents involved small firefights, except that of Co. B which caught three VC with hand grenades in a tunnel and 
killed one. 
   F Trp., 17th Cav. discovered five VC killed by artillery fire in the previous 24 hours in a rice paddy 15 1/2 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky.  Eight hours later and 2 1/2 miles further away, Co. C, 2nd Inf. found the bodies of five NVA 
killed in air strikes in mid-December. 
   The other VC killed was by a "Blue Ghosts" gunship of F Trop., 8th Cav., also 15 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   F Trp., 17th Cav. and Co. B, 4-31 Inf. moved four groups of refugees from 23 and 28 miles northwest of Tam Ky 
respectively.  F Trp. relocated 104 to Nui Loc Son and 72 to Que Son, while Co B moved 17 to Nui Loc Son. 
   Co B also found and sent to Nui Loc Son 4800 pounds of rice taken from two hootches 28 miles northwest of 
Tam Ky.  Other 196th units reported finding items including a bear trap, two shotgun barrels, a U.S. bayonet, an 
81mm mortar, 250 M-60 rounds, and eating utensils for 40 men.  
   Four incidents, two involving gunships, accounted for four VC killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area where two VC 
suspects were also detained. 
   An "Aero Scout" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed a VC 14 miles southwest of Tam Ky, and a gunship of the 176th 
Aslt. Hel. Co. killed a VC 5 1/2 miles southwest of Binh Son at 0635 hours. 
   Co. B, 1-52 Inf. called in artillery to kill on VC 10 miles southwest of Tam Ky, and Co. B, 5-46 Inf. engaged and 
killed a VC and detained one VC suspect five miles southeast of Binh Son. 
   Infrequent action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area resulted in one NVA and one VC killed, three individual weapons 
captured, and 1000 pounds of rice found and destroyed. 
   Co. B, 1-20 Inf. was involved in both kills 2-2 1/1 miles northwest of Duc Pho.  At 0900 hours, Co. B engaged 
and killed the VC and later found an NVA buried in a shallow grave near a stream.  He was uniformed and had 
been killed by small arms fire in the previous 24 hours. 
   Co. C, 3-1 Inf., working four miles southeast of Quang Ngai City, discovered a hut containing two K-44 rifles, an 
M-1 rifle, 1000 pounds of rice, and a Japanese radio amplifier. 
    "Blue Ghosts" gunships got their second and third VC kills of the day in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area.  At 1450 
hours, one VC was killed 5 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky and, at 1530, the other was killed seven miles north of Tam 
Ky. 
    One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 13 were wounded and evacuated, according to an initial report. 

 



Vol. 3 No. 16 THURSDAY  January 16, 1969  MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT FRIDAY 
Mostly cloudy to cloudy with showers in the morning.  Winds from the northeast less than 15 knots.  
High temperature of 82o with a low of 68o.  Moon will rise at 0614 hours and set at 1736 hours. 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
 CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Twenty three of 30 weapons, more than were captured in the previous 11 
days combined, and a large supply of parts and ammunition were uncovered by two companies of the 2-1 Inf. 
during light action in the southern I Corps yesterday. 
 Americal Division forces also reported killing three NVA and 12 VC, finding three VC bodies, detaining 
22 VC suspects, and capturing almost eight tons of rice in two caches. 
 The light action extended to Operation Russell Beach as joint assault troops again concentrated on 
removal of Vietnamese civilian refugees from the area before pushing forward to root out enemy troops and 
fortifications. 
 Acting on a tip from an NVA prisoner, Cos. C and D, 2-1 Inf. combed an area 23-1/2 miles northwest of 
Tam Ky to uncover a cache of 14 individual and nine crew-served plus parts and ammo for those and other 
weapons. 
 Other action in the 196th Inf. Bde. area saw two NVA and two VC killed, two more weapons and 13,800 
pounds of rice taken, and 21 refugees relocated. 
 Co. D, let by 1LT James Sanders (Arvada, Colo.) made the main discovery at 1430 hours by turning up 
10 SKS rifles, five Chicom light machineguns, a 12.7mm anti-aircraft machinegun, a 7.62mm heavy machinegun, 
an RPG-7 launcher, and an M-16 rifle. 
 Also captured were two 81mm and one 60mm mortar sights, an 81mm mortar mount, a Chicom 
recoilless rifle mount, an M191A1 tripod for a .30 caliber machinegun, two AK-47 rifle barrels, 14 bangalore 
torpedoes, and 700 electrical blasting caps. 
 An hour earlier, Co. C. took a .50 caliber machine gun, 75 rounds of RPG-7 ammo, 1600 rounds of 
12.7mm ammo, and 1000 feet of det cord.  Co. C also destroyed 55 huts and 40 bunkers. 
 Co. D continued digging and found 13 B-40 rockets, 12 82mm mortar rounds, two shields for a 12.7mm 
anti-aircraft machine gun, 1000 more feet of det cord, and an undetermined amound of AK-47 ammo. 
 Nearby, the third platoon of Co. D raided a hootch and left with an 82mm mortar sight found with aiming 
sticks and a bore brush, 12 NVA packs, six NVA gas masks, five NVA rucksacks, and a U.S. steel pot. 
 In the morning, Co. D had killed two NVA in a nearby firefight and captured two AK-47 rifles.  The other 
weapon taken was a .38 caliber pistol used by a VC wounded and captured by Co. A, 4-31 Inf. 20 miles west of Tam Ky. 
 The VC kills were by Cos. D and C, 3-21 INf. 11 and 14-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.  Co. B, 3-21 Inf. located 
13,800 pound sof rice, including six tons found 9-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.  Three tons went to the refugee center at Nui Loc 
Son.  Co. B also destroyed two new NVA hootches in the vicinity. 
 F Trp., 17th Cav., which destroyed thre recently-used hootches and ferreted miscellaneous enemy equipment from a 
tunnel, also moved 17 refugees to Que Son from an area 22 miles west of Tam Ky.  Co. C, 4-31 Inf. moved four refugees from 
than area to Nui Loc Son. 
 Operation Russel Beach, the assault on the Batangan Peninsula 20 miles southeast of Chu Lai by Americal, Marine, 
Navy and ARVN forces, was relatively uneventful.  Americal units, comprised of the 5-46 Inf. and the 4-3 Inf., killed one VC and 
captured a ton of rice. 
 Co. A, 4-3 Inf. killed the VC in the Batangan area shortly after noon, and Co. D, 4-3 Inf. found the rice five miles 
northeast of Quang Ngai City and sent it to a refugee center. 
 Over 1400 refugees had been checked through Americal lines before noon and, when the exodus had slowed 
considerably, the 11-1/2 mile cordon of troops began its slow sweep toward the sea where Navy elements maintain their coastal 
blockade. 
 The assault, largest of the Vietnam War, is designed to end enemy domination of th heavily-reinforced peninsula area, 
a source of enemy refuge and supply for almost 20 years. 
 Operation Russell Beach incidents accounted for the only contact in the 198th Inf. Bde. area. 
 Co. A, 4-21 Inf., let by 1LT Thomas L. Smith, killed an NVA and a VC, discovered three VC bodies, captured a 
weapon, and destroyed an a enemy base camp.  Other 11th Inf. Bde. units killed two VC and took one weapon. 
 Co. A killed the NVA and got his K-44 rifle near a stream 22 miles west of Duc Pho and nearby found graves on a 
hillside of three VC killed by artillery.  Co. A later killed a VC fleeing a nearby hut in a clearing. 
 The "Gimlets" also moved into an enemy base camp of 12 huts, eight latrines, an aid station, a mess hall and several 
bunkers.  Recent footprints were apparent, and Co. A found medical supplies, bear traps and a large number of pigs running 
loose. 
 Cos. A and B of the 1-20 Inf. each killed a VC west of Duc Pho.  Co. A added 15 VC suspects while Co. B captured a 
K-44 rifle, an M-26 grenade, and M-60 machinegun ammo. 
 "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav., killed five VC in four incidents west-northwest of Tam Ky, and A Trp., 1st Sqdn.,1st 
Cav. killed one VC west of Tam Ky in comparatively heavy action in the 1-1 area. 
 Seven Americal Division soldiers were killed and 15 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an 
initial report. 

 



 
Vol. 3. No. 17 SUNDAY January 17, 1969  MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT    SATURDAY 
Mostly cloudy with showers in the morning and afternoon.  Winds will be from the northwest in the 
morning and from the northeast in the afternoon at 5-8 knots.  High temperature, 81', lows 67'.  Moon 
rises: 0715, set 1844. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Major contact with an NVA force southwest of Quang Ngai City, and the first big step 
forward in Operation  Russell Beach highlighted increased enemy contact in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   Americal Division forces reported killing nine NVA and 21 VC, detaining 29 enemy suspects, and capturing 11 individual 
weapons and 7200 pounds of rice. 
    An enemy ambush turned into an all-night battle between three companies of the 3-1 Inf. and an unknown-size enemy force 
near a small village six miles southwest of Quang Ngai City.  Seven NVA were killed, four weapons taken, and 22 suspects 
detained. 
  Other units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed five Vc, captured two weapons, and detained seven VC suspects. 
   The 3-1 Inf.'s ordeal began late Wednesday night when Co. B was pinned down by heavy machinegun and rocket fire in an 
enemy ambush sprung as an NVA prisoner of walked Co. B into a hail of fire while ostensibly leading the way to a rice cache. 
   Cos. C and D moved in immediately to relieve the pressure by flanking the village and bottling up enemy troops.  Air Force 
planes circled overhead to provide all-night illumination as isolated action continued. 
   At dawn, an area sweep began, and Co. B reported killing 5 NVA.  Co. D reported killing two and capturing three Ak-47 rifles 
and a 7.62mm pistol.  Co. C detained 21 enemy suspects, and Co. D nabbed one.  Americal units had not killed as many NVA in 
one day since Dec. 27. 
   A large supply of documents and assorted military equipment was captured along with an enemy map of the Quang Ngai City 
area.  Scattered incidents continued there yesterday. 
   Elements of the 4-21 Inf. killed two VC 20-21 miles west of Duc Pho and took a K-44 rifle.  Co. A, 4-21 Inf. recovered an AK-47 
rifle from the spot where it had killed a VC the night before. 
   Co. A; 1-20 Inf. and a 1-20 recon unit each killed a VC near Mo Duc.  Co. A also detained three VC suspects in the area, and 
Co. B, 1-20 Inf. stopped four southeast of Mo Duc. 
   "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. logged their sixth VC kill in two days in a contact 10 miles west of Quang Ngai City. 
    After another morning of aid to refugees leaving the Batangan Peninsula area, target of a gigantic assault by Americal, Marine, 
Navy and ARVN forces, a platoon of Co. A, 4-3 Inf. crossed the Song Diem Diem to begin the first in-depth probe of the enemy 
stronghold. 
   Co. A's thrust came shortly after noon and was supported by artillery fire and gunships of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. which raked 
the small island to which the platoon moved on rubber rafts.  Another element of Co. A joined Co. C, 5-46 Inf. on the shore to 
provide ground cover for the crossing. 
   The platoon reached it's objective, a treeline, on the island and conducted a search of the area.  Thirty-nine enemy suspects 
were turned up in the probe, and several enemy fortifications and underground refuges were destroyed. 
   Co. A killed one VC with small arms fire at 1250 hours and, 30 minutes later, found two more VC killed in the artillery barrage.  
Later in the afternoon, Co. D, 4-3 Inf. found an M-1 carbine in a cave and Co. B, 5-46 Inf. was given two M-1 rifles by three VC 
turned Chieu Hoi. 
   Cos. A and D, 4-3 Inf. found and evacuated 3400 pounds of rice to the refugee holding center behind the cordon. 
   A 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. ship, piloted by 1LT William T. Koehler, killed two VC in the operational area while carrying members of 
the Psyops team assigned to encourage refugee evacuation of the area. 
   As of 1600 hours, 2449 refugees had passed through Americal check points along the 11 1/2 mile cordon line formed by the 4-
3 and 5-46, and Marine and ARVN units.  Troops on line concentrated throughout the morning on tightening positions for the 
main sweep toward the sea. 
   Scattered contacts have produced 10 VC killed and three individual weapons captured by Americal elements in the operation.  
Joint force totals show 21 VC killed and six individual weapons taken. 
   Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde.  area, "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed an NVA running six miles southwest of Tien 
Phuoc, and the recon unit of the 1-52 Inf. engaged two VC, killed one, and captured and AK-47 rifle and documents 6 1/2 miles 
southwest of Tam Ky. 
    Led by three companies of the 3-21 Inf., units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and nine VC, and captured one weapon 
and 3800 pounds of rice. 
   Co. B, 3-21 Inf. killed three VC in two contacts 9 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.  Co. C killed two in separate firefights 13 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. A engaged three and killed two in one incident 13 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   An element of the 1-46 Inf. spotted two VC in the open and killed them 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky; and F Trp., 17th Cav. 
saw three NVA running southwest, killed one with small arms fire, and captured his AK-47 rifle 21 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   F Trp. also moved 73 Vietnamese from the same area to the refugee center at Que Son. 
   Co. C, 2-1 Inf. and Co. B, 4-31 Inf. discovered 2000 and 1800 pounds of rice, respectively, and Co. C added 300 pounds of 
salt. 
    C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. engaged and killed a VC 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky in the only incident reported in the 1-1 area. 
    Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and four were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an 
initial report. 



Vol. 3. No. 18 SATURDAY January 18, 1969  MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT   SUNDAY 
Mostly cloudy with showers in the morning.  Winds will be from the northwest at about 5 knots.  High 
temperature will be 81' with a low of 67'.   Moon rises at 0812 and will set at 1949 hours. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Companies of the 3-21 Inf. ran their two-day total to 17 VC killed as Americal 
Division forces reported  
killing one NVA and 18 VC, finding 20 NVA bodies, detaining 15 VC suspects, and capturing seven individual 
weapons in southern I Corps yesterday.   
   Action in Operation Russell Beach was confined to search missions which netted two weapons but no enemy 
kills by Americal units. 
    Four companies of the 3-21 Inf. killed 10 VC and captured four weapons while other units found the bodies of 
20 NVA and killed three VC in the 196th Inf. Bde. area. 
   Cos. A and C of the 3-21 Inf. each killed three VC, and Cos. B and D had two apiece, all in an area ranging from 
8 1/2 - 14 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.  The 10 kills were made between 0935 and 1430 hours. 
   At 1030 hours, Co. D engaged three VC and killed one nine miles west of Tam Ky and captured three rifles--an 
AK-47, an SKS, and an M-16.  Also found were three magazines apiece for the AK-47 and M-16, 63 rounds of 
small arms ammo, a Chicom grenade, a U.S. bayonet, two NVA packs, and two U.S. mess kits with canteens. 
   Co. C captured an M-79 grenade launcher when it engaged and killed two VC in green uniforms 14 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. D, 2-1 Inf., led by 1LT James R. Sanders (Arvada, Colo.), discovered 15 graves containing 20 badly-
mangled NVA bodies 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  The NVA are believed to have died in air strikes about a 
month ago.  Seven empty huts were destroyed nearby. 
   Co. C, 2-1 Inf., led by CPT John R. Slaybaugh (Lakeview, O.) located three small enemy base camps 22 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky and destroyed three bunkers and 30 huts while capturing assorted military equipment. 
   A recon unit of the 2-1 Inf. also found a base camp and destroyed  14 camouflaged huts 21 miles northwest of 
Tam Ky. 
   Other VC kills went to Co. B, 4-31 Inf. and two observation posts of the 2-1 Inf. In each case, VC were seen 
running 20-21 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.  One of the three was killed by Artillery fire directed from one OP. 
    Units of the 4-21 Inf. and 1-20 Inf. accounted for all kills in the 11th Inf. Bde. area where one NVA and four VC 
died, five of 10 VC detainees were wounded, and an Ak-47 was taken. 
   A recon element of the 4-21 Inf., led by 1LT Robert S. McEldowney (Hilo, Hawaii), engaged five Vc, killed three, 
and captured the AK-47 at 1140 hours 25 miles west of Duc Pho. 
   Co. B, 1-20 Inf. saw three NVA in green uniforms moving into the mountains near Highway 515 6 1/2 miles 
northwest of Duc Pho and called in the 6-11 Arty.  to kill one.  An hour later, Co. A, 1-20 Inf. killed an evading VC 
near No Duc 12 1/2 miles north of Duc Pho. 
   Co. A had earlier taken on six VC in a firefight and wounded four before detaining all six.  Of the remaining 
detainees in the 11th's area, one was caught while policing brass 12 miles southeast of Duc Pho. 
    Co. D, 5-46 Inf. found and M-72 LAW rocket in a tunnel and a recon unit of the 4-3 Inf. captured an M-1 carbine 
as Americal units made little contact with the enemy in Operation Russell Beach on the Batangan Peninsula 10 
miles northeast of Quang Ngai City. 
   The cordon which encircles the peninsula was tightened only slightly and will move forward at approximately 
500 meters a day until a suspected two VC battalions are corralled within the cordon.  Five VC suspects were 
detained yesterday. 
   Co. D, 4-3 Inf. put a VC seamstress or tailor out of business by discovering an underground tailor shop within 
the cordon.  More than 20 VC flags, including several measuring 4 by 8 feet for use by large units, were found. 
   Also pulled out of the bunker were several bolts of cloth, sewing patterns, instructions on how to place the gold 
star on the red and blue flag, and a letter of thanks from a field commander for his flag. 
   Co. D also extracted almost three tons of rice to be sent to the refugee center near quang Ngai City. 
   At 1600 hours, 2788 refugees had been checked through the Americal section of the 11 1/2 mile cordon.  Of 
those, 35 were confirmed as members of the VC infra-structure.     
   After five days, Operation Russell Beach has accounted for 10 VC killed and four weapons captured.  The 
overall assault effort, which includes Marine, Navy, and ARVN troops, has logged 41 VC kills and seven 
weapons. 
   Many enemy fortifications have been destroyed from the air, including several yesterday when forward air 
controllers of the 198th Inf. Bde. directed air strikes and heard four secondary explosions and saw seven 
secondary fires. 
   No other major incidents were reported in the 198th INf. Bde. area. 
    "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC six miles northwest of Tam Ky in the Hardin Falls operational 
area of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. 
     One Americal Division soldier was killed, and seven were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 



Vol. 3. No. 20 MONDAY January 20, 1969    MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT     TUESDAY 
Fair to partly cloudy.  Winds from the southwest by west at 5 knots.  High temperature of 86' with a low 
of 65'.  Moon will rise at 0943 hours and will set at 2147 hours. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--A surprise attack on the 3-1 Inf. headquarters and more activity than usual in the 
1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area highlighted moderate action in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   Americal Division forces reported killing four NVA and 20 VC, detaining 38 VC suspects, and capturing two 
individual weapons. 
   Americal units in Operation Russell Beach moved their cordon forward on the Batangan Peninsula and killed on 
VC while destroying numerous enemy fortifications, mines, and booby traps. 
   At 2335 hours Saturday, the 3-1 Inf. headquarters received 35-40 rounds of 80mm mortar fire and a ground 
attack.  An estimated two sapper squads infiltrated the perimeter and detonated hand grenades, satchel charges, 
and RPG rounds. 
   American casualties were described as light while enemy casualties were unknown.  Enemy RPG fire was 
directed at the same site late last night but impacted outside the perimeter. 
    Two troops of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed one NVA and four VC and captured an AK-47 rifle, and F Trp., 8th 
Cav. killed an NVA in the busy 1-1 area.   
    C Trp. engaged six VC at 1445 hours and killed three 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  At 1115, A Trp. killed an 
NVA and took his AK-47 six miles southwest of Tam Ky and, three hours later, killed a VC a half-mile away. 
   The F Trp. "Blue Ghosts" killed and NVA seven miles west of Tam Ky just after noon. 
   Co. D, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC near its night perimeter at 2200 hours as Operation Russell Beach wound up its 
seventh day with 52 VC killed and eight individual weapons captured.  Americal units have killed 11 VC and taken 
four weapons. 
   The joint forces cordon, which includes the Americal's 5-46 Inf. and 4-3 Inf. as well as Marine, Navy, and ARVN 
units, moved slowly forward again despite mud, water, and heavy footing. 
   Working in clear, sunny weather, Americal troops slogged ahead to find and destroy numerous mines and 
booby traps.  Co. C, 5-46 Inf. reported blowing three anti-tank mines in place, and Co. C, 4-3 Inf. halted a VC 
suspect carrying documents behind the cordon. 
   Co. A, 5-46 Inf. detained two VC suspects without identification.  Further inspection of the hut the pair had 
vacated revealed 12 claymore mines, two M-14 mines, one unidentified mine, two M-79 rounds, an M-26 
grenade, an 81 mm round, and an incendiary grenade. 
   Forward air controllers of the 198th Inf. Bde. directed several air strikes in the peninsula area, and one resulted 
in two secondary explosions. 
   As of 1600 hours, 3646 of the estimated 5000 refugees in the area ha d been processed through the holding 
center behind the cordon.  Sixty-two had been identified as members of the VC infrastructure. 
   Three VC were killed elsewhere in the 198th area.  An aerial observer of the 21st Recon Airplane Co. killed two 
VC 15 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, and an element of the 1-52 Inf. killed one seven miles southwest of Tam 
Ky. 
   Three battalions of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed two NVA and six VC and captured one weapon.  Units of the 2-1 Inf. 
killed four of the enemy, and two companies of the 3-21 Inf. killed three. 
   An element of the 2-1 Inf. engaged and killed two VC 18 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  In Operation Fayette 
Canyon, Cos. C and D, 2-1 Inf. killed one NVA apiece in an area 22-23 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  Co. C 
recovered an AK-47. 
   Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed two VC in separate incidents 11 1/2 and 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. D, 3-21 
Inf. killed one 11 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.  The other VC kill went to a recon unit of the 1-46 Inf. in a brief firefight 
13 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
    F Trp., 17th Cav. and Co. C, 4-31 Inf. relocated 75 refugees.  F Trp. moved groups of 19 and 33 and 1000 
pounds of rice from 22-23 miles northwest of Tam Ky to Que Son.  Co. C moved 23 refugees to Nui Loc Son from 
23 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   "Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. and Co. A, 1-20 Inf., working together, accounted for five of six VC 
killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. area.  Thirty-five VC suspects were detained. 
   At 0810 hours, "Sharks" engaged and killed four VC 12 1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho and, at 16335, Co. A 
killed an evading VC three miles to the southeast.  At 0935, Co. A had detained 26 VC suspects while moving into 
Mo Duc on Highway 1. 
   "Aero Scouts of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained four VC suspects in three incidents and killed a VC 6 1/2 miles 
northwest of Quang Ngai City. 
   Vietnamese civilians, acting under the Voluntary Informant Program (VIP), turned over the following items to E 
Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. 13 1/2 miles west of Duc Pho. 
   One 155mm round, five 105mm rounds, four B-40 rockets, 30 60mm rounds, 12 82 mm rounds, 11 81mm 
rounds, three 3.5 rounds, three Chicom grenades, one M-26 grenade, two M-79 rounds, a bangalore torpedo, an 
enemy gas mask, and three magazines. 
    Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 15 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 



Vol. 3. No. 22 WEDNESDAY January 22, 1969  MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT   THURSDAY 
Forecast for tomorrow:: Mostly cloudy with intermittent rain in the morning and showers in the 
afternoon.  Winds from the northeast at 5-10 knots.  High temperature of 81' with a low of 70'.  Moon 
will rise at 1059 hours and will set at 2147 hours. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Co. C, 4-3 Inf. killed more VC in slightly over five hours than all Americal units 
had killed in eight days as Operation Russell Beach and the VC body count sky-rocketed yesterday. 
   Co. C killed 17 VC trying to break the joint assault force cordon of the Batangan Peninsula to highlight the 
heaviest action in weeks in southern I Corps where Americal forces killed five NVA and captured seven individual 
and two crew-served weapons. 
    At 0850 hours, Co. C, part of an 11th Inf. Bde. unit OPCON to the 198th Inf. Bde. for Russell Beach, engaged 
and killed three VC to begin a string of seven incidents behind the cordon line.  Co. C killed one VC at 0905 and 
another at 0915.  All fell 6 1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.   
    At 1005 and 1115, two more VC were killed a half-mile nearer Quang Ngai City.  At 1350, the "Old Guard" 
troops used 81mm mortar fire to kill six VC and, 10 minutes later killed four more VC with a second 81mm mortar 
barrage. 
   Co. C, led by 1LT Ralph Burkhart (Kansas City, Mo.), upped the Americal's Russell Beach total to 30 VC killed.  
Capture of five weapons by Co. D, 5-46 Inf. brought to 11 the number of individual weapons taken in the 
operation. 
   Over-all Russell Beach totals, including those of Marine, Navy, and ARVN elements, are now 83 VC killed and 
24 individual weapons taken. 
   Co. D, led by CPT Michael R. Smith (New Lebanon, O.), was taken by two Hoi Chanhs to separate weapons 
caches and seized two M-2 carbines, two BARs, and an M-1 rifle. 
   PSYOP teams also had a prolific day as 1771 refugees streamed out of the cordon area and through the 
processing center behind the line.  In nine days, 6335 refugees have moved out of the area, and 119 of those 
have been identified as members of the VC infra-structure. 
    In the only other action in the 198th area, "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed two VC in separate incidents 
8 1/2 miles south and 12 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
    With two units accounting for eight VC apiece, the 11th Inf. Bde. killed five NVA and 24 VC and captured one 
individual and both crew-served weapons. 
    "Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. struck first and last in the area to kill eight VC in three incidents.  At 
0930, the "Sharks" engaged and killed four VC 8 1/2 miles north of Duc Pho.  At 1730, two VC were killed in the 
same place and, 10 minutes later two more were caught six miles north of Duc Pho. 
   Co. B, 4-21 Inf. found fresh graves of eight VC, five of whom had been killed by small arms fire and three by 
artillery six miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Co. B, 4-21 Inf. continued its sporadic encounters with an unknown-size NVA force 6 1/2 miles northwest of 
Quang Ngai City.  Co. B added five more NVA kills in three incidents after killing three NVA in Monday fighting in 
the same area. 
   Between 1445 and 1640 yesterday, Co. B registered an incident and hour, first killing three of an unknown 
number of NVA and capturing an AK-47 rifle, and then engaging and killing one each and taking an RPG 
launcher. 
   A half-mile away, H Trp., 17th Cav., OPCON from the 198th to the 11th killed three VC and captured an RPG 
launcher. 
   An element of the 4-31 Inf. killed four VC in two actions four and 9 1/2 miles west of Quang Ngai City, and the 
"Aero Scouts" added their third VC kill 11 miles north of Duc Pho. 
   The 3-21 INf. reported its third best day in the last 21 by killing 10 more VC to run its January total to 116 as the 
196th Inf. Bde. killed 15 VC, captured one weapon, and welcomed seven VC bearing Chieu Hoi passes. 
   The 3-21 recon unit killed six VC in two encounters 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  The "Gimlets" killed on VC 
and captured 750 pounds of rice at 1330 and later engaged and killed five VC. 
   Co. D killed three VC in two incidents 12 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. A killed one 13 miles northwest of 
Tam Ky. 
   Co. A and the recon unit of the 1-46 Inf. killed the remaining VC in two actions.  At 0741, Co. A engaged and 
killed three 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky and , in a delayed report, the recon element engaged and killed two at 
1940 Monday a mile further northwest. 
   Operating 24 miles west of tam Ky, an Americal Long Range Patrol spotted four NVA and VC moving 156 
meters from the concealed LRP position.  After detonating a claymore mine, the team recovered the blood-
stained AK-47 rifle. 
   Near the LRP incident, Co. C, 2-1 Inf. found and destroyed 15 camouflaged huts and  eight bunkers. 
   Four miles closer to Tam Ky, Co. A, 4-31 Inf. came upon seven VC waving a white flag and Chieu Hoi passes.  
The visitors were accommodated. 
    Four Americal Division soldiers were killed, and seven were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 



Vol. 3. No. 25 SATURDAY January 25, 1969    MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT   SUNDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast: Partly cloudy to mostly cloudy.  Winds easterly at 5-10 knots.  High temperature 
of 85' with a low of 68'  Moon will rise at 1249 hours and will set at 0111 hours. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Five days of hit-and-run encounters ballooned into a full-scale cordon operation 
backed by air strikes and artillery fire as four Americal units surrounded and began to rout more than 100 trapped 
NVA yesterday near Quang Ngai City. 
   Americal Division forces reported killing 16 NVA and 20 VC, detaining nine VC suspects, and capturing 17 
weapons, five crew-served, in southern I Corps.  
   In Operation Russell Beach, Marine and ARVN elements were halved and joined and joined two Americal 
battalions on line as the cordon of the Batangan Peninsula narrowed in its steady sweep to the sea. 
    After the 4-21 Inf. had killed 20 NVA in sporadic action over four days, three more units moved in yesterday to 
establish a triangular cordon near a small village 6 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.  Fifteen NVA and one 
VC were killed with three weapons captured.   
   Elsewhere in the 11th Inf. Bde. area, nine VC were killed. 
   Joining the 4-21 were elements of the 3-1 Inf. and B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., while gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. 
worked overhead with Air Force and Marine jets, which devastated the well-fortified area with 2000-pound bombs.  
The area within the cordon covered approximately one mile. 
   Ground troops moved to sweep the area after air strikes which left gigantic craters, uprooted jungle growth, and 
burning huts and debris in their wake.  Enemy resistance in the area continued even after the heavy bombing. 
   Tunnels ranging to 40 feet in depth with six-foot entrance ways and eight-foot thick ceilings were uncovered.  
NVA trenches rimming the area were built in zigzag patterns to permit enemy riflemen to fire rapidly from one 
direction, the next. 
   Co. B, 3-1 Inf. found five NVA killed by artillery, killed a sixth in the area, and captured a Chicom machinegun 
and an AK-47 rifle.  Co. C, 3-1 Inf. killed an NVA. 
    Co. A, 4-21 Inf. killed two NVA in firefights, found one killed by artillery, and seized a Chicom machinegun.  Co. 
A also found the lone dead VC, an air strike victim.  Co. B, 4-21 Inf. killed an NVA, as did another 4-21 element. 
   B Trp. killed two NVA in separate incidents, and F Trp. "Blue Ghosts" killed one while working with B Trp. 
   The five-day fight has produced 35 NVA and nine VC killed and six weapons, four crew-served.  Only on 
American was wounded yesterday, and five-day casualties were described as light.  There were no American 
casualties Thursday. 
   In other 11th action, Co. A, 1-20 Inf. killed three VC in incidents 6 1/2 and 8 1/2 miles north of Duc Pho, and a 1-
20 patrol killed on 13 miles south of Quang Ngai City. 
   Co. D, 3-1 Inf. killed a VC on a hill 14 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City, and another 3-1 element killed three 
VC in two actions three and four miles further southwest.  "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed the other VC 2 
1/2 miles southwest of Duc Pho. 
   On battalion apiece of Marine and ARVN troops joined the 4-3 Inf., 5-46 Inf., and H Trp., 17th Cav. in Task 
Force Cooksey at noon as Operation Russell Beach continued its strangle hold on one or more VC battalions 
being slowly pinched toward the sea on the Batangan Peninsula. 
   What had been an 11 1/2 mile wide cordon when the operation began 12 days ago has narrowed to less than 
five miles in the eastward sweep that has killed 109 VC and processed 8967 refugees, more than 300 of whom 
are proven or suspected VC. 
   Nine VC were killed and one weapon taken in five incidents involving Americal units yesterday.  H Trp. killed its 
fourth VC within 2 1/2 hours at 0030 nine miles northeast of Quang Ngai City. 
   Co. A, 4-3 Inf. killed three VC in two incidents 5 1/2-6 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City, and Co. D, 4-3 Inf. 
killed two in one encounter near the H Trp. action.  An element of the 5-46 Inf. killed the seventh VC and captured 
an M-1 carbine. 
   There were no major incidents reported  elsewhere in the 198th area. 
    Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed two VC and found 13 weapons, three crew-served to top a relatively light day in the 196th 
Inf. Bde. area.  Other units killed one NVA and a VC. 
   After the second platoon of Co. C had killed an NVA and captured his AK-47 rifle, the third platoon led by 2LT 
Donald R. Hains (San Jose, Calif.), found a weapons cache behind a large rock in the same area 10 1/2 miles 
west of Tam Ky. 
   Captured were six French 7.5mm submachineguns, two Chicom submachineguns, a British Bren .303-cal light 
machinegun, a U.S. .30-cal machinegun, a 60mm mortar tube with tripod and two sights, and a BAR.  Various 
rounds, mines, magazines, and equipment were also located.  Everything was heavily greased to protect against 
dampness. 
   Co. C, 2-1 Inf. killed an NVA 24 miles  northwest of Tam Ky, and an element of the 4-31 Inf. killed a VC 20 1/2 
miles west of Tam Ky. Co. V, 4-31 Inf., working 29 miles west of Tam Ky, found and destroyed one bunker and 40 
feet of tunnel. 
    No Americal Division soldiers were killed, and eight were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 



Vol. 3. No. 27 MONDAY January 27, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT   TUESDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast: Fair to partly cloudy.  Winds from the southeast at about 10 knots.  High 
temperature of 88 with a low of 70.  Moon will rise at 1415 hours and will set at 0254 hours. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Two units of the 11th Inf. Bde., supported by gunships stayed at the heels of 
scattering NVA and VC west-northwest of Quang Ngai City, and cavalry units joined Operation Russell Beach to 
highlight Americal Division action yesterday. 
   Americal forces reported killing nine NVA and 28 VC, finding one VC body, detaining 10 VC suspects, and 
capturing four individual weapons and 3450 pounds of rice in southern I Corps. 
   Day-long sweeps in an area 7-8 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai City from the Buff Triangle south of the 
Song Tra Khuc netted three NVA and 10 VC killed and two weapons captured by elements of the 3-1 Inf. and 4-
21 Inf. and "Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. 
   Elsewhere in the 11th Inf. Bde. area, other units of the 3-1 Inf. killed six NVA and four VC.   
   Yesterday's sweep came after six days of fighting an NVA force concentrated in a one-mile area 6 1/2-7 miles 
northwest of Quang Ngai City.  Americal troops swept that area and from 2-3 miles south to the Song Tra Khuc. 
    Co. A, 4-21 Inf. killed two NVA and captured their rifles, an M-16 and an AK-47, and Co. B, 3-1 Inf. killed the 
other NVA and found 1850 pounds of rice. 
   Co. A also killed two VC in one incident, while the 4-21 recon unit killed three VC in as many encounters.  Cos. 
B and C, 4-21 Inf. each killed a VC and another element of the 4-21 also killed one. 
   Co. C, 3-1 Inf. killed one VC, and the "Sharks" killed the other in the sweep area. 
    Three units of the 3-1 were involved in all action beyond the sweep.  In two incidents, Co. D killed four NVA of 
seven engaged and then one VC 14 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City.  A half-mile away, the 3-1 recon unit 
engaged 10 NVA and killed two with mortar fire. 
   Another element of the 3-1 killed three VC in two actions 17 1/2 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City. 
   A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. and H Trp., 17th Cav. joined Americal, Marine, Navy, and ARVN forces early this 
morning as Operation Russell Beach continued to press forward and the cordon of the Batangan Peninsula where 
one or more VC battalions are reportedly trapped. 
   Cavalry units made a beach landing to link with Americal's 5-46 Inf. as part of the cordon waited on the western 
bank  of the Song Chau Me Dong, last natural barrier to a sweep to the sea. 
  Units of the Americal's 4-3 Inf. killed a VC and captured two weapons in slim action yesterday as the cordon 
advanced cautiously through mined and tunnel-laced areas.  The 4-3 recon unit killed the VC 9 1/2 miles 
northeast of Quang Ngai City, close to two spots where Co. D found an M-1 rifle and M-1 carbine. 
   The carbine was turned up in a tunnel after two Hoi Chanhs told D Co. they had seen a VC intelligence 
representative in the area carrying a U.S. carbine.  A reinforced D Co. patrol found the carbine and personnel 
items in the tunnel but failed to locate the VC. 
   Near that find, the patrol discovered a large tunnel complex dug into the side of a hill.  Tunnel rats reported 
searching 400-500 meters and finding cubbyhole sleeping niches carved every five meters.  Estimates were that 
more than 300 people could sleep there and that the tunnel had been used within the previous 24 hours. 
   Refugees continued to pour out of the area as 829 more were removed tot he holding center where 10,357 
refugees have been processed, with 142 confirmed as VC infra-structure members and 192 classified as VC 
suspects.  Twenty-four babies have been born in the 14-day existence of the refugee center. 
   No major incidents were reported elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area. 
    Three ground units and "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed 11 VC and found one VC body in 
scattered action in the 196th Inf. Bde. area. 
   Co. B, 2-1 Inf. directed artillery fire to kill three of four VC seen moving 24 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  In a 
day-old report, Co. A, 2-1 Inf. found the grave of a VC killed 30-40 days ago by small arms fire a half-mile further 
northwest. 
   Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed two of three VC engaged during a search and clear operation and discovered 1600 
pounds of rice in a tunnel 24 miles west of Tam Ky where Co. C, 4-31 also killed a VC.  The 4-21 recon unit killed 
a VC 20 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. 
    "Blue Ghosts" killed three VC in separate actions, 12, 17 and 17 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. C, 3-21 
killed one VC 10 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Co. B, 4-31 Inf. relocated 23 refugees to Nui Loc Son from an area 26 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   "Blue Ghosts" also killed two VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area nine and 11 miles north of Tam Ky.  The kills 
were F Trp.'s 15th and 16th in the 1-1 area in the past two days and upped its two-day total in all areas to 19 VC 
killed. 
   One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 22 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.  Seven 
Marines were killed, and two were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.  All casualty figures were 
based on initial reports. 



Vol. 3. No. 28 SUNDAY January 28, 1969    MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT   WEDNESDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast: Fog in the morning in valleys and low areas.  Fair to partly cloudy.  Winds from 
the southeast at 5-15 knots.  High temperature 90' with a low of 70'.  Moon rise at 1503 hours, set at 
0347 hours.  
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--It's a case of "any day now" in Operation Russell Beach and a case of "every day 
now" to the west-northwest of Quang Ngai City. 
   Preparations for a final surge forward continued yesterday on the Batangan  Peninsula while, some 12 miles 
west, units of the 11th Inf. Bde. pounded scattered VC elements in the 11th's biggest day in weeks. 
   Americal Division forces reported killing 64 VC, detaining 15 VC suspects, and capturing slightly over a ton of 
rice in southern I Corps. For the first time in 14 days, no NVA were encountered. 
    Three companies of the 5-46 Inf. crossed the Song Chau Me Dong to join A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. and H 
Trp., 17th Cav. on the east bank in preparation for today's Russell Beach probe of approximately 1 1/2 miles 
between cordon and sea. 
   When the entire cordon moves across the river, Cos, B, C, and D, 5-46 Inf. will line up with Co. D, 4-3 Inf. and 
two Marine companies to lead the way.   Other 5-46 and 4-3 Inf. units remain behind the narrowing line to conduct 
sweeps with Marine and ARVN elements.  Navy ships still stand off shore. 
   In four brief skirmishes yesterday, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. killed three VC behind the cordon 5 1/2 miles northeast of 
Quang Ngai City, and Co. B, 5-46 Inf. found a VC killed by small arms fire in the cordon area four miles further 
northeast.  Cos. C also found a 600-pound rice cache. 
   Marine units discovered the intricate tunnel complexes in the immediate cordon area.  Co. M, 3-26 Regt. 
searched a 25 by 30-foot complex consisting of 10 tunnels leading to a large center area recently occupied, and 
Co. L, 3-26 entered a 500-foot tunnel complete with brick and concrete reinforcements and branch tunnels. 
   PSYOP missions encouraged 334 more refugees to leave the peninsula area and brought to 10,691 the number 
who have fled since Russell Beach began 115 days ago.  More than 350 refugees are confirmed VC, and 121 VC 
have been killed in the operation. 
   Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, Co. C, 1-52 Inf. engaged three VC and killed two 8 1/2 miles southwest of 
Tam Ky, and Co. D, 1-6 Inf. found 1000 pounds of rice six miles south of Chu Lai. 
    Three ground units and air elements killed 40 VC in 15 clashes in the 11th Inf. Bde. area where heavy action 
was centered for the eighth consecutive day from 5-8 1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai City.  Fifteen VC 
suspects were detained. 
   In one of the largest single-unit encounters in the last month, the recon unit of the 4-21 Inf. battled 13 VC in an 
extended firefight that left 11 VC dead and two wounded but able to avoid capture 8 1/2 miles northwest of Quang 
Ngai City.  the dead carried VC ponchos and wore new clothing.  No Americans were killed or injured in the 
encounter. 
   Three miles below that action, Co. A, 4-21 Inf. killed three VC in two incidents and detained three VC suspects. 
   "Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., working with Co. A, 1-20 Inf., killed seven VC in two actions eight 
miles north and 15 1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho.  "Sharks" engaged eight VC and killed four in one incident and 
engaged and killed three for Co. A, which killed one VC and then found the buried bodies of five killed by artillery 
fire. 
   Co. D, 1-20 Inf. killed two VC in separate incidents 12-12 1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho, and Co. C, 3-1 Inf. 
killed a VC six miles northwest of Quang Ngai City. 
   Another element of the 3-1 Inf. killed nine VC in four encounters from 12-13 miles west-southwest of Quang 
Ngai City, and an element of the 4-21 Inf. found a VC killed by air strikes six miles northwest of Quang Ngai City. 
   Three units found small rice caches totaling 550 pounds in the area of heaviest action west-northwest of Quang 
Ngai City. 
    Nine VC were killed in as many incidents in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where Co. A, 3-21 Inf. accounted for three 
VC as did 1-46 Inf. units. 
   Co. A killed VC 12 1/2 - 14 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  The 1-46 recon unit killed two VC, one with artillery 
fire in a battle with an unknown-size enemy force 19 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. C, 1-46 Inf. killed a 
VC 15 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  Co. C, 2-1 Inf., working with Popular Force troops, engaged two VC and 
killed one 21 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky and, about a mile away, Co. D, 2-1 Inf. called in artillery to kill 
one of four VC seen moving nearby. 
   The other VC kill went to Co. D, 4-31 Inf. 24 miles west of Tam Ky. 
    "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. joined C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. in a three-hour fight with VC elements 16 
miles north-northwest of Tam ky.  The two troops killed nine VC in the only action in the 1-1 area. 
   In eight incidents between 1510 and 1815 hours, F Trp. killed seven VC and C Trp. two.  The kills brought F 
Trp.'s three-day total to 26 VC killed. 
   Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 22 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.  No 
Marines were killed, and tow were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.  All casualty figures were 
based on initial reports. 
 
MALARIA PLAYS NO FAVORITES ****REMEMBER TO TAKE YOUR MALARIA PILL DAILY. 



Vol. 3. No. 30 THURSDAY January 30, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT   THURSDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast: Partly to mostly cloudy in the morning, with occasional showers in the afternoon.  
Winds will be variable at 5-10 knots till noon, then becoming northeasterly at 5-15 knots.  High 
temperature of 87' with a low of 74.  
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Tunnels, mines, and booby traps to the front and signs of VC to both front and 
rear that's the situation today as Operation Russell Beach enters its 18th day on the Batangan Peninsula. 
    Americal and Marine units reported 14 VC killed and 13 weapons captured, five of them crew-served, yesterday 
in addition to 10 incidents in which tunnels, bunkers, mines, booby traps, supplies and ammo were found. 
   Including Russell Beach, Americal forces throughout southern I Corps reported killing one NVA and 45 VC, 
finding three VC bodies, and capturing 22 weapons, five crew-served. 
    All VC kills and weapons captures in Russell Beach came in eight incidents involving four Americal units and a 
Marine company. 
   At 0005 hours, an estimated VC squad struck an Americal night position two miles behind the main cordon line 
on the peninsula.  Co. C, 4-3 Inf.; H Trp., 17th Cav.; and Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn. received RPG, 82mm mortar, and 
automatic weapons fire and a ground probe. 
   Return fire killed six Vc and led to capture of two AK-47 rifles and an AK-50.  No Americans were killed. 
   In separate incidents nearby, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. killed two VC and captured two .30-cal machineguns and a 60mm 
mortar tube after digging up a grave.  In a nearby rice paddy dike, Co. C found 200 M-60 rounds, 400 .30 cal 
rounds, and a 25 pound shaped charge. 
   Marine Co. K, 3-26 Regt. found the bodies of five VC killed by air strikes in two graves 11 miles northeast of 
Quang Ngai City near the cordon line.  Co. K later killed a VC in a tunnel. 
   Other weapons caches were found well behind the cordon 7 1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City by HQ Co., 
4-3 Inf., and H Trp. HQ turned up five M-1 carbines, and H Trp. found a rocket launcher and a BAR. 
   Among other items found were six beer cans fashioned into concussion grenades packed with explosives and 
tipped with blasting caps, two tunnels so new that tools use to dig them were found nearby,  two 20mm casings 
with .50 cal rounds attached to form booby traps, and a collection of pots and pans. 
   No other major incidents were reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area. 
    Units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed an NVA and 11 VC, captured 14 individual weapons, and broke up a late-night 
VC party. 
   In a delayed report of Tuesday action, Co. A, 4-31 Inf. investigated noise near its night position and discovered 
30-40 VC partying.  Co. A scattered the group, killing one VC detaining 22 more, and confiscating 15 gallons of 
liquor and 900 pounds of rice in the action 24 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   A half-mile further west, Co. C, 4-31 Inf. engaged and killed three VC yesterday and captured an AK-47 rifle and 
an SKS rifle.  Co. A killed another VC near the scene of the party. 
   Co. B, 2-1 Inf. killed an NVA, destroyed five bunkers, and captured K-54 Chicom pistol 22 1/2 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky and later engaged four NVA and took a K-44 rifle.  Nearby, Co. A, 2-1 Inf. found a small 
cache containing three K-044 and two SKS rifles.  Co. C killed a VC 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   In two incidents, Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC and found a 12-gauge shotgun, two French MAT rifles, and two K-
44 rifles 10 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Co. B, 3-21 Inf. engaged and killed three VC 9 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. A killed a VC 14 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky. 
    The recon unit of the 4-21 Inf. spent a third successful day above Quang Ngai City and recorded five more VC 
slain as units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed 11 VC and found three VC bodies. 
   Led by 1LT Robert McEldowney (Hilo, Hawaii), the 4-21 recon unit killed a VC 10 miles northwest of Quang 
Ngai City and then engaged  and killed four VC a half-mile away.  Recon has accounted for 21 VC dead in three 
days. 
   Operating in the area where prolonged fighting occurred last week, Co. A, 4-21 Inf. found three more VC, all 
killed 5-7 days ago five miles north-northwest of Quang Ngai City. 
    "Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed a VC 12 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City.  There and six 
miles further southwest, an element of the 3-1 Inf. killed five VC in two actions. 
    Two troops of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. joined F Trp., 8th Cav. to kill nine VC in five incidents in the 1-1 area. 
   B Trp. killed three VC in two incidents nine miles north of Tam Ky, and C Trp. called in artillery to kill three of four 
VC seen 17 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp. killed a VC eight miles north of Tam Ky and another  a mile from C Trp.'s encounter. 
    One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 14 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.  Four 
Marines were killed, and three were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.  All casualty figures were 
based on initial reports. 



Vol. 3. No.  37 Thursday February 6, 1967 [sic] (1969)  MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT FRIDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast calls for mostly cloudy skys with chance of light rain.  Winds will be from the 
northwest at 5-10 knots.  High temperature will be about 72 with a low of about 63.  Moon rise will be 
at 2252 hours and will set at 1012 hours. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Four days into its fourth month, Operation Vernon Lake II is paying dividends slightly higher 
than those totaled yesterday by four 11th Inf. Bde. units which killed 11 VC and captured five weapons without a casualty. 
   Action throughout southern I Corps warmed up in proportion to plummeting temperatures as Americal Division forces reported 
killing four NVA and 43 VC, detaining 13 VC suspects, capturing six individual weapons, and finding three tons of rice. 
   In Operation Russell Beach, the entire Americal-Marine cordon completed its sweep to the tip of the Batangan Peninsula and 
began the task of securing rear areas and establishing a forward base of operations. 
   Including action in Vernon Lake II, units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed four NVA and 33 VC, captured five weapons, and found and 
destroyed three tons of rice.  Eight of 11 encounters with enemy forces took place 8 1/2 - 12 miles west-northwest and west-
southwest of Quang Ngai City. 
   In Vernon Lake II, Cos. A, D, and the recon unit of the 3-1 Inf. each killed two VC in three incidents and captured five weapons 
within five minutes in three different areas. 
  At 1145 hours Co. D killed two VC 12 miles west-southwest of Quang Ngai.  At the same time 14 1/2 miles southwest of Quang 
Ngai, recon killed two VC and, at 1150, Co. A killed two 13 miles southwest.  At 1420, Co. D found two M-2 carbines and three 
homemade weapons near the scene of its kills. 
   A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 3-1 Inf., brought the Vernon Lake II totals to 11 VC killed by finding the bodies of five VC 
killed by artillery within the previous 12 hours 11 miles west-southwest of Quang Ngai. 
   Since Vernon Lake II began Nov. 2, Americal forces have killed 111 NVA and 183 VC, found 34 NVA and 37 VC bodies, 
detained 96 VC suspects, and captured 139 weapons, five crew-served.  Fewer than 25 Americans have been killed during the 
operation. 
   Moving into a marshy area near the Song Tra Khuc 11 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai at 1300, the recon unit of the 4-21 
Inf. was quickly embroiled in three incidents.  
   Recon first found the bodies of five VC killed within the previous hour by "Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., then 
almost immediately engaged an unknown -size enemy force and killed seven VC.  Twenty minutes later recon engaged and 
killed four more VC there. 
   At 1130 in the same area, the 3-1 Inf. UH-1 had engaged five NVA and killed two.  The same helicopter also killed two NVA a 
mile away. 
   At 1040, Btry. D, 1-82 Arty. moved into action after a call from an aerial observer of a Forward Air Control element in Quang 
Ngai.  He spotted nine VC herding water buffalo 8 1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai and directed artillery fire to kill five VC 
and two water buffalo. 
   Co. C, 3-1 Inf., operating outside Vernon Lake II, killed a VC five miles northwest of Quang Ngai after finding and destroying 
6000 pounds of rice nearby earlier. 
  Americal and Marine units closed their cordon of the Batangan Peninsula with has been probed by as many as 8800 men since 
Jan. 13 when Operation Russell Beach opened.  Units on the central and southern coasts reached the sea yesterday to join two 
Marine companies which hit the northern coast five days ago. 
  Work began on a fire base in the coastal area, while many units maintained the rear area sweep which continues to produce 
scattered encounters with VC, tunnels, caves, mines, and booby traps. 
  Co. C, 4-3 Inf., working far to the rear 9 1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, recorded yesterday's only kill.  The "Old Guard" 
troops watched a VC who in turn was watching cavalry movements in the area.  When the VC discovered he had been spotted, 
he ran into a tunnel where he was killed after refusing to reappear. 
  Marine Co. M, 3-26 Regt. captured eight VC suspects easily--all eight walked into the company command post with hands 
raised high over their heads. 
   The 24-day cordon sweep produced 11,585 refugees processed and 201 VC killed by Americal, Marine, and ARVN troops.  In 
addition, 256 members of the VC infra-structure were captured.  Also detained were 152 VC suspects, 102 prisoners of war, and 
32 Hoi Chanhs. 
   Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, a UH-1 helicopter working with the 1-52 Inf., killed six VC in three incidents 10-11 1/2 
miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Action was scarce in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where Co. B, 3-21 Inf. killed one VC leaving a hut and captured an M-2 carbine 
10 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Co. C, 2-1 Inf. relocated 33 refugees to An Hoa from an area 26 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co, C, 4-31 Inf. moved eight 
refugees to Nui Loc Son from 25 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Two VC were killed in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area, including one in Operation Hardin Falls, "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. 
killed a VC 15 1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. B, 1-46 Inf., OPCON to the 1-1 in Hardin Falls, killed a VC 8 1/2 
miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   For the fifth day in the past week, no Americal Division soldiers were killed.  Sixteen were wounded and evacuated for medical 
treatment, according to an initial report.  There were no Marine casualties.      
  AMERICAL NEWS SHEET 
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding  
MAJ Paul B. Parham, IO 
SP4 Bill Elsen, Editor 
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, Americal Division APO 96374 as an authorized Army 
publication.  Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of the Army. 

 



Vol. 3. No. 39 SATURDAY February 8, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT   SUNDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast calls for cloudy to mostly cloudy skys.  Winds will be variable at 5-15 knots.  High 
temperature of 75' with a low of 65'.  The moon will rise at at [sic] 2340 hours and will set at 1132 
hours. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--A day of firefights for Co. A, 3-21 Inf. and a day of discoveries for F Trp., 17th 
Cav. gave the 196th Inf. Bde. the best overall showing among Americal Division units yesterday. 
   Throughout southern I Corps, Americal forces reported killing 57 VC, detaining 10 VC suspects, capturing five 
individual weapons, finding 9 1/2 tons of rice, and relocating 260 refugees as action increased sharply. 
    Co. A, 3-21 Inf., led by CPT Thomas ?uffing (Pittsburgh, Pa.), killed 14 VC in six incidents, and F Trp., 17th 
Cav. found 19,000 pounds of rice in two caches, three sugar cane factories, and an abandoned VC marketplace.  
Other 196th elements killed four VC and captured three weapons. 
   Between 0930 and 1345 hours, Co. A engaged VC elements six times from 12 1/2 - 13 miles west-northwest of 
Tam Ky.  eight VC were killed in three actions in the same place. 
   Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC 16  miles west of Tam Ky, and the 3-21 recon unit killed a VC 12 1/2 miles west-
south-west of Tam Ky. 
   Co. B, 2-1 Inf. fired on its perimeter after two trip flares were ignited at 2019 Thursday night.  A daylight check 
revealed one VC killed 24 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   An Americal Long Range Patrol, operating 24 1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky, killed a VC fleeing an 
attempt to capture him. 
   In a hole covered by weeds, Co. B, ?-46 Inf. found three BARs three B-40 rockets, and a bangalore torpedo. 
   Cos. B and C, 2-1 Inf. moved the major refugee groups- 89 and 148 people, respectively--to An Hoa from an 
area 24 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.  Recon and Co. C, 4-31 Inf. moved 23 more refugees in three groups to 
Nui Loc Son from 21-23 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   F Trp. discoveries were made in a small area 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  At 1900 Thursday, F Trp. found 
150 abandoned huts containing nine tons of polished rice and, yesterday, F Trp. turned up nine 100-pound bags 
of dried potatoes in one hut and nearby found 1000 pounds of sandbagged rice in graves. 
   F Trp. also found three abandoned sugar cane factories, each 30 by 40 feet with grinding wheels and vats and 
4500 pounds of brown sugar.  One factory was in operating condition and had been used recently.  Six small bags 
of vegetables and eight bags of dried fish were also taken. 
   Arranged on both sides of a trail were 15 huts forming a marketplace nearby.  A sign on one hut urged 
Vietnamese people to rebel against American and South Vietnamese and "rally" to the VC cause.  The structures 
were destroyed and the signs extracted. 
   Delayed accounts of sharpshooting by two artillery units brought the 11th Inf. Bde. count to 28 VC killed on one 
of the area's quietest days in weeks. 
   Btry. A, 3-18 Arty. and Btry. C, 6-11 Arty. killed 18 VC at 1830 Wednesday after an 11th Bde. observation post 
spotted 60-70 uniformed and arms VC walking in five to 10-man groups 11 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   When the same OP spotted 12 VC, again uniformed and armed, in the same area at 1800 Thursday, Btry. C 
fired to kill eight VC. 
   In Operation Vernon Lake II, Co. D, 3-1 Inf. engaged eight VC, killed one, and captured an M-16 rifle and an 
unknown-type rifle at noon 11 miles west southwest of Quang Ngai. 
   Co. D, 1-20 Inf. recorded the other VC kill 12 1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho. 
   Co. B, 5-46 Inf. was the most active unit in Operation Russell Beach with Marine troops no longer under 
operational control of Task Force Cooksey on the Batangan Peninsula. 
   In a delayed report, Co. B ambushed and killed a VC at 2010 Thursday.  Co. B yesterday detained seven VC 
suspects in two tunnels and a military aged male carrying rice along the coast.  The incidents occurred 11 miles 
northeast of Quang Ngai. 
  Five VC were killed elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area. 
   A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 1-52 Inf., killed two of three VC engaged near a river 15 miles southwest of 
Tam Ky and Co. C. 1-52 killed a VC after working itself out of an ambush three miles nearer Tam Ky. 
   Another UH-1, working with the 5-46 Inf., killed a VC 9 1/2 miles southeast of Chu Lai, and Co. D, 1-6 Inf. killed 
a VC six miles south of Chu Lai. 
   "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed five VC in as many encounters in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area. 
   Two kills occurred 14 1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. The others took place nine miles west-northwest and 
seven and 10 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   One Americal Division soldier was killed, and two were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 



Vol. 3. No. 41 MONDAY February 10, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT  TUESDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast calls for fair to partly cloudy skies.  Winds will be from the east-southeast at 5-10 
knots.  High temperature will be about 86' with a low of about 65'.  The moon will rise at 0146 hours 
and will set at 1311 hours. 
                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--One of the largest weapons caches found by an Americal Division unit in 
the Vietnam war was discovered yesterday by Co. C, 1-52 Inf. to highlight a day of moderate action in 
southern I Corps. 
   Americal forces reported killing 39 VC, detaining 15 VC suspects, and capturing 66 weapons, three 
crew-served.  Also, 68 refugees were relocated, and 3500 pounds of rice were found and destroyed. 
   Co. C, 1-52 Inf., led by CPT James Hall (San Antonio, Tex.), was patrolling a mountainous forest 
area near a rice paddy 12 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky when a large outdoor classroom with desk 
and bleachers was spotted. 
  Hidden in the area were 52 individual weapons, including two Thompson submachineguns, a French 
MAT-49 submachinegun, 22 Chicom Type 52 carbines, 11 SKS rifles, six BARs, five M-1A1 carbines, 
two M-1 carbines, and a K-50 rifle. 
   Found with the weapons were 86 rifle grenades, one can each of M-16 and .30 cal ammo, three 
cans of mixed 9mm and AK-47 ammo, six BAR magazines, a 15-gallon can of oil, and protective 
mask.  The classroom was destroyed. 
   Task Force Cooksey, originally an Americal-RVN group but later expanded to include Marine 
elements, broke up a t 1330 hours as Marines pulled off the Batangan Peninsula and several 
Americal units stayed behind at a new fire base and the refugee center near Quang Ngai. 
   In a delayed report, Marine Co. M, 3-26 Regt. killed two VC at 2010 Saturday.  Co. B, 5-46 Inf. 
yesterday found an M-1 carbine on the peninsula. 
  Russell Beach totals show 206 VC killed, 201 VC infra-structure members captured, 140 VC 
suspects detained, 104 prisoners of war held, and 65 weapons taken, including six crew-served.  
More than 14,000 meters of tunnels were destroyed along with 241 structures. 
   The second highly productive barrage in five days of the 6-11 and 3-18 Arty. accounted for 20 of 28 
VC killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. area.  Ten weapons, three crew-served, were captured, and six VC 
suspects were detained. 
  The recon unit of the 1-20 Inf. directed artillery fire on the two groups of 25 VC moving 10 and 11 1/2 
miles south of Quang Ngai.  At 1900, Btry,. C, 3-18 Arty. killed eight VC and, at 1935, Btry, A, 6-11 
Arty. killed 12.  The two artillery units had killed 26 VC Wednesday and Thursday. 
  Cos. A and B, 4-21 Inf. continued their probe of an area 17-18 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai 
where air strikes have been employed recently on suspected enemy staging areas. 
   In separate incidents, Co. A found a VC killed in the air strikes and killed a VC in a firefight.  In four 
incidents both units found a 57mm recoilless rifle, an RPG-2, a .30 cal machinegun, seven AK-47 
rifles, an M-72 LAW rocket, and an M-79 grenade launcher. 
  In two encounters, one at 2300 Saturday, Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed three VC and captured a 9mm pistol 6 
1/2 and nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   In the Duc Pho area, an Americal Long Range Patrol killed two VC three miles to the southwest, and 
on 11th Bde.  Forward Air Control pilot found the body of a VC killed by air strikes 11 1/2 miles to the 
north-northwest. 
   Nine VC were killed in seven actions in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where 3500 pounds of rice were 
found, and 68 refugees were relocated. 
   In Operation Fayette Canyon, Co. B, 2-1 Inf. killed a VC 26 1/2 miles west northwest of Tam Ky and, 
with Co. C, 2-1 Inf., moved the refugees in three groups from that area to An Hoa. 
   A UH-1 helicopter of the 26th Engr. Bn., working with the 3-21 Inf., took ground fire and returned it to 
kill two VC 14 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   The recon unit of the 1-46 Inf. found 3500 pounds of rice in two caches in wooden crocks 15 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky.  Nearby, Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC and, 11 miles west of Tam Ky, Co. B, 3-21 
Inf. also killed a VC.  Two miles beyond the recon unit, Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed a VC. 
   The second platoon of F Trp., 17th Cav. killed two VC after they threw a grenade out of a spider hole 
25 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and F Trp., 8th Cav. killed a VC 21 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. 
             Four Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 14 were wounded and evacuated for medical 
treatment, according to an initial report. 



Volume 2 No. 42 Americal Daily New Sheet TUESDAY February 11, 1969 
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT:   Tomorrowôs forecast calls for fair to partly cloudy skies.  Winds will be 
southerly at 5-15 knots.  High temperature will be about 86ô with a low of about 66.  The moon will rise at 0251 
hours and will set at 1411 hours. 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)ð F Trp., 17th Cav. and Co. B, 2-1 Inf. working separately, yesterday killed two 
NVA and three VC without suffering a casualty in Operation Fayette Canyon.  
   A good ratio ? as good as can be, and itôs indicative of whatôs been happening in the 196th Inf. Bde. operation 
designed to root out enemy troops in a mountainous jungle area some 25 miles west and northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Throughout southern I Corps yesterday, Americal Division forces reported killing seven NVA and 30 VC, 
detaining 70 VC suspects and capturing 12 weapons, one crew served. 
   Including the Fayette Canyon success, 196th units killed two NVA and 14 VC and captured an SKS rifle. 
   F Trp., 17th Cav. killed three VC in two incidents 24 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co B killed two NVA in 
separate actions 25 and 25 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Those kills brought to 173 NVA and 78 VC killed and 65 NVA and five VC bodies found the totals for the 57 days 
since Operation Fayette Canyon began Dec. 15.  In that time, only two Americal soldiers have been killed, placing 
the over-all ratio at slightly better than 160 to 1.  
   Fayette Canyon has also produced 34 enemy suspects, four NVA prisoners of war, three Hoi Chanhs, and 69 
weapons, 14 of them crew-served. 
   Elsewhere in the 196th area, Co. A, 3-21 Inf. chased three VC who escaped into a spider hold [sic] 12 1/2 miles 
west-northwest of Tam Ky.  When they refused to emerge, the three VC were killed along with a fourth VC already 
in the hole with an SK that was seized.  The 3-21 recon unit killed three VC at the same distance but west-
southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. C, 4-31., working with Popular Force troops, killed two VC in separate incidents 24 miles west of Tam Ky 
and then helped 13 refugees more from the area to Nui Loc Son.  Co. A, 4-31 Inf. relocated 44 refugees to Nui 
Lac Son from an area 13 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Co. A, 1-46 killed a VC 16 miles west of Tam Ky and found 1500 pounds of rice beneath the floor of a nearby 
hut.  A mile nearer Tam Ky, the 1-46 recon unit killed a VC. 
   Working with the 1-46 Inf., an element of F Trp., 17th Cav. found 2100 pounds of rice in two caches in a hole 
camouflaged with brush 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  Co. D, 4-31 Inf. found 500 pounds of rice 20 miles wets of 
Tam Ky. 
   Air Force CPT Jack Stitzel (Phoenix, Ariz.), a Forward Air Control pilot for the 11th Inf. Bde., gave the 11thôs 
totals a boost by finding seven VC killed in air strikes 9 1/2 and 11 1/2 miles north-northwest of Duc Pho. 
   CPT Stitzel, who also discovered a VC body Sunday, located five VC at 0835 hours and two more at 0926 
yesterday as the 11th killed four NVA and 14 VC, detained 23 VC suspects, and captured six weapons. 
  Units of the 4-21 Inf., poking through another air strike area, killed two NVA and three VC and captured a rifle-
per-man 15, 16, and 17 1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   In two incidents, Co. A killed two NVA and a VC and captured an AK-47 and two SKS rifles.  In two more 
encounters, Co. C also killed two NVA and a VC and took two AK-47s and a K-44.  Co A found two motor bikes 
nearby and destroyed 500 pounds of salt.   
   In Operation Vernon Lake II, Co. D, 3-1 Inf. engaged an unknown-size enemy force and killed two VC 12 miles 
west-southwest of Quang Ngai.  On the outskirts of the Duc Pho compound, Co. C, 3-1 Inf. killed a VC. 
   Other VC kills went to Co. D, 4-31 Inf. which killed one and detained 13 VC suspects 8 1/2 miles west-northwest 
of Quang Ngai, and to a ñSharkò gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. 10 1/2 miles north-northwest of Duc ho. 
  Busy 198th Inf. Bde. units killed only one VC but detained 46 VC suspects and captured five weapons, one crew-
served. 
   In the Batangan Peninsula area 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, Co. B, 5-46 Inf. found the weapons in two 
places.  At 1240, Co. B pulled a K-44, an M-1 rifle and to unidentified U.S. carbines from a tunnel and, in mid-
afternoon, found a 57mm recoilless rifle in a hole. 
   Nearby 10 minutes earlier, Co B. and elements of the 3-5 ARVN inf. discovered a 200-foot tunnel harboring 37 
VC suspects.  That brought to 41 Co. Bôs total of VC suspects detained in the area yesterday. 
   In the Oregon area, Co. C, 1-52 Inf. engaged five VC and killed on 8 1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky.  The 
other five VC suspects were detained in other parts of the Oregon area. 
   ñBlue Ghostsò of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed an NVA and a VC in a 25-minute span 3 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky to 
account for all the action in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area.  Neither kill occurred in Hardin Falls, the 1-1ôs current 
combat operation north-northwest of Tam Ky. 
No Americal Division soldiers were killed, and two were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according 
to an initial report. 
  AMERICAL NEWS SHEET 
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding; MAJ Paul B. Parham, IO; SP4 Bill Elsen, Editor 
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, Americal Division APO 96374 as an 
authorized Army publication.  Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of the 
Army. 



Vol. 3 No. 46  SATURDAY  February 15, 1969  MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT  SUNDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast calls for fair skies.  Winds will be southeasterly at 8-15 knots.  High 
temperature will be about 86o with a low of about 68o.  Moon rise will be at 0646 and will set at 
1831. 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
 CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Cos. A and B, 4-3 Inf.  yesterday discovered one good reason 
why they've been retained to operate in the 198th Inf. Bde. area since the combat phase of 
Operation Russell Beach ended earth this week. 
   Normally part of the 11th Inf. Bde., the two "Old Guard" units encountered a large VC force in a 
three-mile area northeast of Quang Ngai City and killed 26 while detaining 31 VC suspects. 
   Including those totals, Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and 44 VC, detaining 42 
VC suspects, and capturing three individual weapons as action increased throughout southern I 
Corps. 
   Between 1030 and 1730 hours, Cos. A and B, 4-3 Inf. engaged VC seven times from 4-1/2-6-1/2 
miles northeast of Quang Ngai.  Those actions accounted for all but four VC kills in the 198th area 
where six more VC suspects were also detained. 
   At 1930, Co. A engaged and killed five VC, and Co. B dominated action from 1100 to 1730. 
   In sequence, Co. B engaged five VC and killed three, engaged and killed 11, killed one, engaged 
10 and killed four, killed one hiding in the false wall of a hut, and found a VC killed by small arms 
fire within the previous 24 hours. 
   The 31 VC suspects included several military-age males without ID cards and were weeded out 
of a group of more than 600 people detained in the area throughout the day.  The vast majority 
were quickly released. 
   In other 198th action, Co. D, 1-52 Inf. backed by artillery support, killed three VC and detained 
two VC suspects after encountering an unknown-size force 10-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, and 
H Trp., 17th Cav. killed a VC 9-1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai no the Batangan Peninsula. 
   Co. A, 5-46 Inf. and the 2-5 ARVN Inf. teamed to blow a tunnel and detain four VC suspects in 
another tunnel on the southern end of the peninsula. 
   A gunship of the "Aero Scouts" Co. of the 123d Avn. Bn., piloted by WO1 Donald McKenzie 
(Birmingham, Ala.) and working with 198th ground troops, spotted four tunnel entrances and six 
fresh graves and destroyed two huts in an area some 13 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Cos. C and D, 3-21 Inf. killed five VC in as many incidents to top 196th Inf. Bde. units which 
totaled seven VC kills. 
   Co. D, 3-21 Inf. killed three VC 16 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. C, 1-46 Inf. and a UH-1 helicopter working with the 1-46 Inf. each killed a VC 20 and 21 
miles, respectively, north-northeast of Tam Ky. 
   Co. A, 2-1 Inf. relocated 38 Vietnamese refugees to Que Son from an area 21 miles northwest of 
Tam Ky. 
   Light action concentrated in the Duc Pho area was again the story for 11th Inf. Bde. units which 
killed an NVA and a VC, detained five VC suspects, captured a weapon, and destroyed 42 huts. 
   Co. D, 4-21 Inf., working 10-1/2 miles south-southwest of Duc Pho, engaged two NVA, killed 
one, and captured a K-50 rifle.  A "Shark" gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., piloted by WO1 
Robert Thomas (Birmingham, Ala.), killed the VC and destroyed 15 huts 6-1/2 miles northwest of 
Duc Pho. 
   In Operation Vernon Lake II, Co. D, 3-1 Inf. found and destroyed 27 huts 13 miles west-
southwest  of Quang Ngai, and Co. A, 3-1 Inf. found and evacuated 2000 SKS rounds and 15 
60mm rounds 16 miles southwest of Quang Ngai. 
   "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. and C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. each killed three VC, and C 
Trp. captured two weapons in four incidents in the 1/1 area. 
   F Trp. killed four VC in three incidents four and 5-1/2 miles west and eight miles northwest of 
Tam Ky.  C Trp. engaged and killed three VC and captured 
an AK-47 rifle and an M-1 carbine four miles west-southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Eight Americal Division soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according 
to an initial report. 



Vol. 3  No. 51  THURSDAY  February 20, 1969    MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT    FRIDAY 
Tomorrow's forecast calls for clear to partly cloudy skies.  Winds will be from the southwest at 5-15 knots.  
High temperature will be about 92o with a low of about 72o.  Moon rise will be at 1006 hours and will set at 
2301 hours. 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Discovery of a large enemy concentration west-southwest of Tam Ky and a 
rapid Americal reaction in that trouble spot highlighted increased action in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   Americal Division forces reported killing 12 NVA and 21 VC, detaining five VC suspects, and capturing 11 
weapons, one crew-served. 
   Eleven NVA and four VC were killed, and eight weapons were captured, including one crew-served, in the 
198th Inf. Bde. area. 
   Action in the Tam Ky area began in the early morning with a visual recon mission by "Aero Scout" gunships 
of the 123d Avn. Bn and discovery of 10 dead NVA and six weapons by Co. D, 1-52 Inf. 
   At 0930, Co. D found five NVA killed by small arms fire and five killed in air strikes within the previous 24 
hours seven miles west-southwest of Tam Ky.  Around with the bodies were four AK-47 rifles, an SKS rifle, 
and an RPD light machinegun. 
   Fifteen minutes later, an "Aero Scout" OH-6A chopper, piloted by 1LT Andrew Wise (Columbus, Ga.), flew 
into heavy automatic weapons fire in the same area and was downed in a valley along small foothills 
bordered by two high mountains.  One man aboard was wounded, and the crew was lifted to safety by 
another "Aero Scout" chopper. 
   Prior to receiving fire, the downed chopper had spotted two unmanned .50-cal. and 10 automatic weapons 
firing positions with green uniforms lying nearby. 
   At 1000, the 22-man "Aero Scout" ground platoon, led by 1LT Robert Blake (Delamon, Wis.), was inserted 
to secure the downed chopper which had taken numerous hits.  Almost immediately, an unknown-size enemy 
force attacked with small arms and automatic weapons fire. 
   In the exchange, one NVA was killed.  The "Aero Scout" platoon was extracted shortly afterward. 
   Troopers of the 1-52 Inf. moved in to secure the chopper while C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. rushed in to 
support continuing operations against the enemy force.  At 1630, C Trp. killed two VC in the area.  Four other 
firefights also broke out. 
   Meanwhile, 1LT Thomas O'Hara (Boston, Mass.) replaced Lt Wise and provided visual recon for the 1-52 
Inf. troops throughout the afternoon.  Lt O'Hara was forced to leave the area about 1800 when he ran into 
more heavy ground fire, including .50-cal. 
   An attempt to recover the downed chopper was expected today.  Troops remained on the scene throughout 
the night and were joined periodically by an Air Force "Spooky" gunship when sporadic firing erupted in the 
area. 
   Elsewhere in the 198th area, a gunship of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed a VC 9-1/2 miles northeast of 
Quang Ngai, and Co. A, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC a mile nearer Quang Ngai.  Co. A, 1-52 Inf. found an RPG 
launcher 9-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Three units of the 3-1 Inf. and an Americal Long Range Patrol teamed to kill six VC and capture two 
weapons in Operation Vernon Lake II, while Co. C, 1-20 Inf. added two more VC kills 
elsewhere in the 11th Inf. Bde area.  Four VC suspects were detained. 
   A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 3-1 Inf., found the bodies of two VC killed within the previous 24 hours 
by Btry. D, 6-11 Arty. 14-1/2 miles southwest of Quang Ngai.  Ten minutes later, Co. A, 3-1 Inf. engaged six 
VC and killed two 16-1/2 miles southwest of Quang Ngai. 
   At 1440, the LRP team saw eight VC with weapons and packs moving near a stream 13 miles west-
southwest of Quang Ngai and called in the 6-11 Arty. to kill two. 
   At 1500, Co. A discovered a small enemy base camp a half-mile from the scene of its earlier firefight.  In the 
seven-hut area, Co. A found several holes and tunnels and captured a K-44 rifle and a French MAS-36 
carbine. 
   Co. C, 1-20 Inf., operating three miles east-southeast of Duc Pho, found a booby-trapped 105mm round and 
detained a female VC suspect nearby.  Later, Co. C killed two VC in the area. 
   In eight incidents units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and nine VC and captured one weapon. 
   Co. A, 2-1 Inf. killed three VC and took the weapon in three actions 19 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.  In 
a delayed report, Co. A killed two at 2031 hours Tuesday.  At 0655 yesterday, Co. A killed a VC and, at 1125, 
found an SKS rifle buried in dirt and grass. 
   Co. D, 2-1 Inf. killed a VC 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. B, 1-46 Inf. killed two of five VC engaged 
15-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 4-31 Inf., killed two VC hiding in a hole 24-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky 
and, a mile nearer Tam Ky, Co. B, 4-31 Inf. engaged two NVA and killed one. 
   Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC 15-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 15 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 



Vol. 3 No. 54  SUNDAY  February 23, 1969   MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDERS 
Why did SGT Dimball carry eight passengers in a jeep?  We'll never know-he ran off the road and 
rolled over twice.    ****Stop signs are for your protection.  Obey them. 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)----Striking with small arms fire, recoilless rifle, mortar, and rocket fire, enemy 
forces directed 37 attacks against 30 allied positions in southern I Corps between 0117 and 0700 hours this 
morning. 
   NVA and VC elements, sometimes working together, made ground probes at six sites, three of which were 
manned by Regular Force units and one of which is an ARVN OP. 
   The Chu Lai Defense Command area was hit at 0152, 0230, and 0700 hours by 82mm mortar and 122mm 
rocket rounds.  The first barrage included 18-20 82mm mortars, the second three 122mm rockets, and the 
third brought at least 12 rocket rounds approximately 40 minutes after daybreak. 
   Other Americal Division positions attacked by the enemy included the following LZs:  Bronco (four attacks), 
Bayonet (two), Gator, Cork, Dottie, Liz, Buff, Hawk Hill, Baldy, Hill 69, Professional, and Hill 38.  Among other 
sites hit were Binh Son, Tam Ky, Song Tinh, and the An Tan bridge area. 
   First reports showed at least 19 enemy soldiers killed, and at least 16 individual weapons captured.  Fifteen 
kills and all the weapons were recorded by A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. which subdued a large enemy force 
slightly west of Tam Ky at 0740. 
   Fewer than 10 Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 51 were wounded and evacuated for medical 
treatment, according to initial reports.  A preliminary assessment of Americal positions under attack indicated 
that damage was light. 
   Action before 2400 hours in southern I Corps was moderate and divided almost evenly throughout the 
Americal's three brigade area.  Twenty-six contacts with enemy units were made. 
   Americal forces reported killing six NVA and 29 VC, detained 26 VC suspects, capturing seven individual 
weapons, and evacuating 4350 pounds of rice. 
   Four elements of the 4-31 Inf. and two of the 2-1 Inf. killed five NVA and five VC and captured four weapons 
in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.  A sixth NVA was also killed. 
   Co. D, 2-1 Inf. and its companion Popular Force team were involved in the area's largest single encounter 
at 0822 hours when an unknown-size enemy force sprang an ambush 20-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   After receiving 15-20 rounds of automatic weapons fire, Co. D and the PF's returned fire to kill two NVA and 
a VC.  A later sweep of the rugged area turned up two SKS rifles and two M-16 rifles. 
   In three actions, Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed an NVA and a VC and Co. B, 4-31 Inf. killed two NVA 26 miles west 
of Tam Ky.  Co. A engaged three VC with mortar fire and killed one a mile closer to Tam Ky while a UH-1 
helicopter with the 4-31 killed a VC 18 miles west of Tam Ky. 
    A 2-1 Inf. observation post spotted seven VC nearby and directed artillery fire to kill one 19 miles northwest 
of Tam Ky. 
   The remaining NVA was killed by Co. A, 1-46 Inf. 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   F. Trp., 17th Cav., working an area 14-1/2-15-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky, found and evacuated 4350 
pounds of rice in five caches ranging from 600 to 1700 pounds apiece. 
   Companies of the 4-3 Inf. and C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. totaled nine VC killed and two weapons captured 
in nine incidents in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.  The 4-3 and C Trp. are OPCON to the 198th. 
   Co. D, 4-3 Inf. killed four VC in three incidents and utilized a Short Range Recon Patrol which killed a fifth 
VC.  Four kills occurred in an area 7-1/2-8 miles northwest of Quang Ngai, and the fifth three miles further 
northwest. 
   Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC 11-1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai, and the 4-3 recon unit found an AK-
47 rifle a half-mile away.  In separate incidents, Co. B detained 13 of 26 VC suspects halted in the 198th area 
and also destroyed a tunnel.  Co. C also blew a tunnel after removing six VC suspects. 
   C Trp. killed three VC in two encounters seven miles west-southwest of Tam Ky and then found an SKS rifle 
in the same general area. Working with C Trp., Co. A, 1-52 Inf. killed two VC and, 45 minutes later, found 10 
pounds of C-4 in a tunnel and blew both together. 
   Co. A, 3-1 Inf. added seven VC kills to the impressive total in Operation Vernon Lake II as 11th Inf. Bde. 
units killed 10 VC, detained three VC suspects, and captured one weapon. 
   Co. A, operating 17-18 miles southwest of Quang Ngai, engaged VC elements four times between 1400 
and 17445 and killed seven.  Since Vernon Lake II began Nov. 2, 118 NVA and 226 VC have been killed, and 
34 NVA and 38 VC bodies found.  Of 145 weapons captured, five were crew-served. 
   Cos. B and C, 1-20 Inf. each killed a VC 5-1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai and seven miles 
southeast of Duc Pho, respectively.  A "Shark" gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., working with Co. C, killed a 
VC. 
   The 1-20 recon unit found an AK-47 rifle 6-1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed three VC in as many incidents in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area 
between 1642 and 1735.  The actions occurred 6-1/2 miles and eight miles west of Tam Ky and 10 miles 
west-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Prior to 2400, one Americal Division soldier was killed, and 12 were wounded and evacuated for medical 
treatment, according to an initial report. 



Vol. 3  No. 55  MONDAY  February 24, 1969  MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDERS 
Are you SURE you don't have a round chambered.  Look NOW. 
   Don't use gasoline to start fires.  You may end up a human steak. 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Led by three troops of the  1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. and gunships of the 174 Aslt. Hel. Co. 
and F. Trp., 8th Cav., Americal Division forces rebounded sharply from seven hours of early-morning enemy attacks 
against more than 40 positions in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   Although the number of contacts with enemy troops was average (24), action was extremely heavy as Americal units 
killed 10 NVA and 159 VC, found five VC bodies, and captured 32 weapons, four crew served. 
   The cavalry and gunships accounted for 134 enemy dead in three major incidents in the Tam Ky and Duc Pho areas. 
   Between 0117 and approximately 0800 hours, NVA and VC elements launched ground, small arms, recoilless rifle, 
mortar and rocket attacks on 11 landing zones, four observation posts, three night defensive positions, three Special 
Forces camps, seven district headquarters areas, and one provincial capital. 
   The Chu Lai Defense Command area received 66 122mm and 140mm rockets and 18-20 82mm mortars yesterday 
morning.  Twenty-six rockets landed in the sea, and damage throughout the five-sector CLDC area was described as light. 
   Trps. A and C, 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed seven NVA and 59 VC, and the 1-1 command-and-control helicopter and four 
"Blue Ghosts" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed 16 in only six incidents. 
   The major action occurred barely west of the Tam Ky airstrip in the Pineapple Forest where Americal units caught an 
estimated VC battalion in the open and began a fierce 55-minute battle at 1030. 
   Touching off subsequent events was a ground attack by a mixed enemy force on a Regular Force OP in the Pineapple 
area.  The enemy held half the hill at 0415 when a platoon of A Trp., arrived to extract five wounded American advisors. 
   By 0700, the enemy was in complete control, and the A Trp. platoon was redeployed to counterattack.  Behind a 40-
minute small arms and mortar barrage, the "Dragoons" routed the insurgents by killing seven NVA and eight VC and 
capturing 10 AK-47 rifles and six assorted M-1 rifles and carbines. 
   Anticipating further trouble, the 1-1 moved B Trp. in to search and clear and brought C Trp. up to block southern 
approaches to the Pineapple area.  At 0935, the entire A Trp. entered the area to relieve pressure on an ARVN unit under 
fire. 
   Leading Trps. A, B, and C, respectively, were CPT Earl V. Shackerford (Hopkinsville, Ky.), CPT Larry Beale (Macon, 
Ga.), and CPT Kenneth Lamison Jr. (El Paso, Tex.). 
   Big action started shortly after 1000 when a recon flight by the 1-1 command-and-control helicopter drew ground fire.  The 
C&C notified a "Blue Ghosts" team and coordinated troop moves on the ground.  A platoon of A Trp. attacked a large 
enemy force in the open, and C Trp. advanced from the south. 
   The C&C chopper killed nine VC at 1030, and four "Blue Ghosts" moved with C Trp. as the enemy forces fanned out in an 
area 600 meters long and 400 meters wide.  Bordered on two sides by heavy forest, the area sloped into rice paddies from 
a hill in the center. 
   "There were so many people on the ground that we had to wait before hitting while we marked friendly troop positions," 
said CPT Lonnie Reavis (Waterloo, Iowa), who commanded the F Trp. gunships. 
   Piloting the "Blue Ghosts" were 1LT Richard Watson (Columbus, Ga.), CW2 John Wiley (Smyrna, Tenn.), CW2 Fred 
Nicoley (Rodelo, W. Va.), and WO1 Thomas Hunter (South Bend, Ind.). 
   At 1118, A Trp. slammed into the area to kill 29 VC and C Trp. followed seven minutes later with 12 kills and two rifles 
captured.  Working just above C Trp., the four "Blue Ghosts", hampered slightly by a low ceiling and haze, killed nine VC. 
   Ten minutes later, A Trp. chopped up a squad-size unit and killed 10 VC before contact was broken as enemy troops fled 
into the dense foliage.  At noon, B Trp. moved through the area on a sweep but did not reestablish contact. 
   No Americal soldiers were killed and one was wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 
   Four "Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed 50 VC in two significant incidents near Duc Pho.  Other 11th Bde. 
units killed 11 VC. 
   "Shark" action started in early-morning when WO1 John Pennington (Newark, Ohio) spotted rocket and mortar flashes 
from his perch atop a high hill in the middle of the 11th Bde. headquarters at LZ Bronco. 
   WO1 Pennington called artillery on the flash points, but the "Sharks" remained atop and at the foot of the hill where they 
waited to scramble as a reactionary force.  Their work day began in earnest at 0500 when a large VC force threatened the 
Duc Pho airstrip. 
   Scrambling quickly west, four "Sharks" caught the VC in the open and killed 23 before pulling off to refuel and rearm.  In 
addition to WO1 Pennington, the other pilots were WO1 Ellsworth Beebe (Tiffin, Ohio), WO1 William Cooper (Huddleston, 
Va.), and WO1 Robert Thomas (Birmingham, Ala.). 
   At approximately 0900 hours, rocket launches were spotted from LZ Liz. six miles northwest of Duc Pho.  Artillery fire in 
the area was impossible because of an Americal patrol nearby. 
   On arrival, the "Sharks" caught a large VC group at the launch site before it could reach cover of a well-fortified bunker 
nearby.  Despite ground fire, the "Sharks" killed 27 VC and destroyed 20 huts in the area to silence the intruders. 
   Elsewhere in the 11th area, four units of the 3-1 Inf. killed nine VC in four incidents in Operation Vernon Lake II.  Two 
were killed in an unsuccessful ground attack at an LZ.  The two remaining VC kills went to Co. B, 1-20 Inf. which put down 
a probe at another LZ. 
   All but one of seventeen VC killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area were caught trying to breach perimeters in four incidents at 
three LZs.  Of nine individual and four crew-served weapons captured, eight were taken in the abortive ground attacks. 
   Sweeps in the 198th area turned up approximately 60 sites from which rockets were fired in the morning.  1LT Andrew 
Wise (Columbus, Ga.), flying an "Aero Scout" gunship for the 123d Avn. Bn., spotted 40-60 sites in the Chu Lai area. 
   Co. A, 1-52 Inf., working 8-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, detained three children, ages five to 11, who indicated they 
had been attending a VC class on helicopter sniping techniques.  Technical charts were found nearby. 
   Co. D, 2-1 Inf. killed three NVA, captured a .38-cal pistol, and found four VC killed by artillery a week ago in four incidents 
in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.  Other 196th units killed four VC and found a fifth VC body in four other encounters. 
   Six Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 57 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an 
initial report. 



Vol. 3 No. 57  WEDNESDAY  February 26, 1969 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--NVA and VC elements  in the Tam Ky area are finding out that large enemy 
gatherings within striking distance of the city are not very popular with the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. 
   For the second time in three days, troops of the 1st tangled with, then mangled an estimated battalion-size 
enemy force harassing the Tam Ky area.  Yesterday's six-hour clash killed 167 NVA and one VC after 
Sunday's 55-minute battle left seven NVA and 77 VC dead. 
   On a busy day throughout southern I Corps, Americal Division forces reported killing 171 NVA and 42 VC, 
and capturing 18 weapons, four crew-served. 
   Action began for the 1-1 at 1220 hours when the third platoon of B Trp., led by 1LT Larry D. Smith, ran into 
intense RPG and automatic weapons fire from a wooded hill near the Tam Ky River where the platoon was on 
a search and clear mission three miles south of Tam Ky. 
   After immediately returning fire, the platoon lined up and assaulted the NVA force in well-fortified trenches 
and underground bunkers.  "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. worked overhead in the densely-
wooded, swampy area. 
   When one platoon attack was thrown back, the second platoon joined its troopmates, and elements of C 
Trp. began arriving in the area.  All units poured heavy fire on the NVA position, and B Trp. killed the VC at 
1540. 
   At 1600, both B Trp. platoons and the first C Trp. reinforcements grouped and stormed the hill again. Within 
15 minutes, close contact was established, and heavy fighting raged until nightfall about 1900 when the Cav. 
troops moved into a night defensive position around the hill. 
   At 1740, B Trp. engaged and killed 10 NVA in the lone incident isolated from the general melee that 
sputtered between 1300 and 1600 and picked up from 1600 to 1900. 
   In six hours of fighting, C Trp., led by CPT Kenneth Lamison Jr. (El Paso, Tex.), killed 143 NVA, B Trp. nine, 
and a Headquarters Trp. element five.  Two Americans were killed, and 11 were wounded and evacuated for 
medical treatment. 
   Collected during the afternoon were four AK-47 rifles, a .45-cal pistol, a .50-cal machinegun, a 7.62mm 
Chicom machinegun, an RPG-7, and RPG-2. 
   In the 1-1's Operation Hardin Falls, A Trp. killed five VC and captured three K-44 rifles in a firefight with 10-
12 VC 14 -1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Two "Aero Scout: gunships of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed 12 VC in support of an ARVN element 1-1/2 miles 
southwest of Quang Ngai to top action in the 198th Inf. Bde. area where four other incidents produced one 
NVA and seven VC killed and three weapons taken. 
   Co. B, 1-52 Inf., led by CPT Jerry W. Lindsay (Enox, Ohio), engaged and killed five VC and captured two 
AK-47 rifles seven miles southwest of Tam Ky, and Co. A, 1-52 Inf. killed an NVA and a VC in separate 
incidents five miles further southwest. 
   Co. C, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC and took a 9mm pistol five miles northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   At 1450 eight miles southwest of Chu Lai, Co. B, 1-6 Inf. found a large rocket launch site with five well-
camouflaged huts, all 15 by 20 feet, and 12 well-built bunkers.  None of the site was visible from the air. 
   In the area were a rocket storage area 200 by 300 meters, a sizable room, rocket aiming stakes, and in the 
bunkers were empty rocket crates.  Fifteen fresh graves were found. 
   An "Aero Scout" recon flight turned up 12 rocket blast holes, well-used trails, two camouflaged huts, five 
fresh graves, and an apparent enemy training center. 
   Two battalions of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed three NVA and seven VC and took a weapon, and E Trp., 1st Cav. 
found two weapons in six incidents in the Quang Ngai and Duc Pho areas. 
   Co. B, 1-20 Inf., let by CPT John R. Hill (Winchendon, Mass.), found three NVA killed by the 6-11 Arty. 
within the previous 24 hours five miles northwest of Duc Pho and, a half-mile away, found a VC killed by small 
arms fire and killed one of three VC engaged. 
   Co. C, 3-1 Inf. engaged seven VC and killed two a mile northwest of Duc Pho and, in  Operation Vernon 
Lake II, Co. A, 3-1 Inf. killed three VC 16 miles northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   E. Trp. found an SKS rifle and an M-1 carbine seven miles south of Quang Ngai and later found and 
destroyed a 750-pound bomb. 
   Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed seven of 10 VC recorded in the 196th Inf. Bde. area. 
   At 1130, Co. A killed a VC 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky and, at 1915, killed six of 25 VC engaged three 
miles nearer Tam Ky. 
   Co. D, 4-31 Inf., working 29 miles west of Tam Ky, killed a VC and relocated 23 Vietnamese refugees to Nui 
Loc Son.  Co. D, 2-1 Inf. directed artillery to kill one of nine VC seen moving 21-1/2 miles northwest of Tam 
Ky. 
   Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 16 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 



Vol. 3  No. 58  THURSDAY  February 27, 1969 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action returned to a more normal pace yesterday as the newly-
proclaimed enemy offensive slogged through its fourth day in southern I Corps. 
   In 15 ground contacts and nine by air, Americal Division forces killed one NVA and 27 VC, found 
five VC bodies, and captured three individual weapons. 
   The first three days of the latest enemy push, termed an "offensive" yesterday by the U.S. 
command in Saigon, have resulted in 184 NVA and 288 VC dead in the Americal area. 
   Enemy units continued to harass Americal positions yesterday and early this morning by shelling 
three LZs, an Observation Post, and a province capital.  One sector of the Chu Lai Defense 
Command area received two 122mm rockets which caused no casualties or damage at 2315 
hours yesterday. 
   In seven incidents, elements of three battalions killed an NVA and five VC, found 15 VC bodies, 
and captured three weapons in the 198th Inf. Bde. area. 
   Co. B, 1-6 Inf., led by CPT Richard W. Jessop (Knightstown, Ind.), destroyed a small base camp 
seven miles south of Chu Lai and discovered 15 graves containing the bodies of 15 VC killed 7-10 
days ago by air strikes. 
   Working 5-1/2 miles west of Chu Lai, Co. A, 1-6 Inf. killed two VC and captured an AK-47 rifle. 
   Co. C, 4-3 Inf. killed two VC in encounters at 0135 and 2005 hours 5-5-1/2 miles northwest of 
Quang Ngai, and Co. A, 1-52 inf. killed an NVA and got his AK-47 rifle, then found an RPD light 
machinegun in two incidents 11 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed a VC and detained a VC suspect 8-1/2 miles north-
northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   Seven air strikes, the three most effective directed by 198th Forward Air Control pilot Air Force 
CPT Jack L. Dickens (Madison, W. Va.), destroyed 16 structures, two bunkers, and 20 meters of 
trench line.  Three structures were damaged and one secondary explosion and two secondary 
fires were observed. 
   Cos. C and D, 4-21 Inf. killed four VC , and a UH-1 helicopter found five VC killed by artillery to 
account for all the action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area. 
   Co. C, led by CPT Thomas S. Hyde (Leavenworth, Kan.), killed three VC in separate incidents 
six and seven miles south-southwest of Quang Ngai.  Co. D, led by CPT Robert E. Winn (Midriff, 
Tex.), killed a VC a half-mile further from Quang Ngai. 
   The UH-1, working with the 3-1 Inf., found the dead VC 13 miles southwest of Quang Ngai in the 
Vernon Lake II operational area.  They had been killed by the 6-11 Arty. 
   Five VC were killed and 1800 pounds of rice found in the 196th Inf. Bde. area. 
   Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed two of four VC engaged 24 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. B,4-31 Inf. killed 
a VC four miles nearer Tam Ky. 
   F. Trp., 17th Cav. killed a VC 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. C, 2-1 Inf. killed another 3-
1/2 miles further northwest. 
   Co. B, 1-46 Inf. found and evacuated 1000 pounds of rice 20 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky 
while Co. A, 2-1 Inf. found 800 pounds of rice 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed eight VC in seven incidents in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. 
area.  Four kills occurred 5-9 miles north, two 15-15-1/2 miles north-northwest, and the last eight 
miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   155 mm howitzers from B Btry., 3rd Bn., 16th Arty., commanded by CPT Reginald Fontenot 
(Lake Charles, La.) fired 54 rounds in support of Civilian Irregular Defense Group forces at Tien 
Phuoc CIDG Camp.  One secondary explosion, which produced a huge fireball, was recorded.  A 
large number of enemy soldiers were believed to have been killed. 
   Six Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 15 were wounded and evacuated for medical 
treatment, according to an initial report. 



Vol. 3  No. 59  FRIDAY  February 28, 1969 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
 CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Cos. A and C, 1-46 Inf. and a UH-1 helicopter working with the 1-46 
killed 16 VC to highlight moderate action in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   Americal Division forces engaged enemy units 17 times and reported killing 38 VC.  One weapon was found 
but not during enemy contact.  
   In the fifth day of their offensive, enemy forces mortared or rocketed LZs, one observation post, two night 
defensive positions, one Special Forces camp, and one district headquarters in the Americal area. 
   Enemy losses total 840 killed and 120 weapons captured since Sunday in southern I Corps.  Fewer than 25 
Americal soldiers have been killed. 
   In addition to the 1-46 Inf.'s 16 kills, three other units and a Forward Air Control pilot killed eight VC in the 
196th Inf. Bde. area.  A K-44 rifle was also captured. 
   In five incidents between 0930 and 1315 hours, elements of Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed seven VC 19-20-1/2 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky.  The major encounter at 0930 left three VC dead, and another was killed 15 minutes 
later. 
   Not far from Co. A, the UH-1 killed four VC in two encounters 20-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky at 0815 and 
0855.  Less than an hour later in the same area, the UH-1 confirmed five VC killed in an air strike directed by 
196th FAC pilot Air Force CPT Stephen J. Maechtlin (Cleveland Heights, Ohio). 
   Co. C, 1-46 Inf., operating 16-17 miles northwest of Tam Ky, killed two of an estimated 101-12 VC engaged 
at 0930 and, at 1845, killed three VC after receiving 75 M-79 rounds from an unknown-size enemy force. 
   Working with the 1-46 Inf. nearby, F Trp., 17th Cav. killed a VC. 
   The other VC kills went to Co. D, 4-31 Inf. 24 miles west of Tam Ky and to Co. C, 3-21 Inf. 10 miles nearer 
Tam Ky.  Co. A, 2-1 Inf. found the K-44 19 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Two troops of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed seven VC in two incidents, one of which occurred in the Hardin 
Falls operational area. 
   At 1315, B Trp., led by CPT Larry Beale (Macon, Ga.), destroyed a tunnel complex and killed four VC three 
miles west of Tam Ky, not far from the site of last Sunday's battle in which 1-1 troops killed 75 enemy 
soldiers. 
   In Hardin Falls 11 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, A Trp., let by CPT Early V. Shackerford (Hopkinsville, 
Ky.), received small arms fire and returned it to kill three VC during an 0230 probe of the troop's night 
defensive position. 
   Two VC were killed and various enemy supplies and ammo captured or destroyed in the 198th Inf. Bde. 
area. 
   Co. D, 4-3 Inf. used 4.2" mortar fire to kill two VC nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai in the only enemy 
contact. 
   In the Oregon area 12-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, Co. D, 1-52 Inf. found three NVA packs containing 
clothing and turned up 16 82mm rounds, seven 60mm rounds, and four foxholes. 
   Co. A, 1-6 Inf., working 6-1/2 miles west of Chu Lai, located a bunker topped by a bamboo hut.  Underneath 
the bunker were two tunnels. 
   Eight air strikes in the 198th area destroyed four structures, two bunkers, and an automatic weapons firing 
position. 
   In the 11th Inf. Bde.'s lone contact, a UH-1 helicopter working with the 3-1 Inf. reported finding five VC killed 
by small arms fire in Operation Vernon Lake II 14 miles southwest of Quang Ngai. 
   Co. C, 3-1 Inf. found and destroyed a varied assortment of U.S. clothing and equipment in a VC camp area 
two miles southeast of Duc Pho.  Among items discovered were five field mess kits and five mess trays, two 
rain jackets and three new ponchos, three air mattresses, seven soft caps, three pair of socks, and tow pairs 
of combat boots. 
   Air Force CPT Jack Stitzel (Phoenix, Ariz.), an 11th Bde. FAC pilot, directed air strikes that resulted in one 
secondary explosion and two sustained fires seven miles northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   Eight Americal Division soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial 
report. 
 
SERGEANT REUP SAYS: 
Mechanics and drivers are in short supply.  See your career counselor about OJT in one of these fields. 
 



Vol. 3  No. 61  SUNDAY  March 2, 1969 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Three of the Americal Division's four major operations--Vernon Lake II, Fayette 
Canyon, and Hardin Falls--were terminated at midnight Friday, and statistics indicate unqualified success in each. 
   Only Operation Russell Beach, now is a pacification phase, continues into March in the effort to rid the Batangan 
Peninsula area of VC influence and fortifications. 
   March debuted on the seventh day of the enemy offensive--a day on which Americal units engaged the enemy 15 times 
and enemy forces attacked three LZs, a night defensive position, a Special Forces camp, and two district headquarters in 
southern I Corps. 
   Americal units reported killing five NVA and 39 VC, finding one VC body, and capturing seven individual weapons. 
   In the 11th Inf. Bde. area, Operation Vernon Lake II ended after 119 days of action involving units of the 3-1 and 4-21 
Infs, which pushed the 3d NVA Division out of its bastion southwest of Quang Ngai.  Eighty-one enemy base camps were 
discovered along with 121 tons of rice, 1253 mortars, 196 rockets, and over 23,400 rounds of small arms ammo. 
   Enemy casualties totaled 455 with 118 NVA killed and 34 found dead, and 265 VC killed and 38 found dead.  Six 
weapons were captured and 17 enemy suspects were detained.  Twenty-three Americal soldiers were killed. 
   Eleven VC were killed in the 11th Bde. area yesterday as a UH-1 helicopter, working with the 3-1 Inf., found eight VC 
killed by 6-11 Arty. fire 18 miles southwest of Quang Ngai and E Trp., 1st Cav. killed three VC in two incidents six miles 
southwest of Quang Ngai and five miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   On a perimeter sweep a mile east of Duc Pho, Hq. Co., 1-20 Inf. found a .38-cal. pistol hidden under a rock. 
   Co. D, 4-21 Inf. found and destroyed 31 bunkers and 30 spider holes in three incidents 8-1/2 miles southwest of Quang 
Ngai. 
   Operation Fayette Canyon, which joined units of the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 2-1 and 4-31 battalions and the 198th Inf. Bde.'s 1-
46 battalion, finished with an outstanding kill ratio. 
   Begun Dec. 15 in the region of an NVA-dominated hill 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky, Fayette Canyon killed 327 enemy 
soldiers--173 NVA killed and 65 found dead, and 84 VC killed and five found dead.  Two Americal soldiers were killed. 
   Destroyed in the operation were 535 bunkers and 421 huts, while 70 weapons, including 14 crew-served, were captured. 
   Action in the 196th area yesterday was a repeat of the previous two days for Co. A, 1-46 Inf. which killed two NVA and 
four VC in five encounters 17-1/2-20-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  Co. A killed seven VC Thursday and six Friday. 
   Other 196th units killed three NVA and 11 VC, found the VC body, and captured three weapons yesterday. 
   An observation post of 2-1 Inf. called artillery on a large VC group 22-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky to kill eight.  In 
separate incidents, Co. A, 2-1 Inf. killed an NVA and captured an M-2 carbine and Co. B, 2-1 took an AK-47 rifle, and an M-
1 carbine 18 and 18-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   A UH-1 helicopter of the 26th Engr. Bn. was successful in only its second reported major contact with enemy forces in two 
months.  The chopper killed two NVA 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed two VC 24 miles west of Tam Ky, and the 4-31 recon unit killed a VC 1-1/2 miles nearer Tam Ky. 
   Operation Hardin Falls, designed to clear and take control of six hamlets in Thang Binh district after four years of VC 
domination, killed 78 VC, detained 17 VC suspects, and captured six weapons.  One American was killed. 
   Hardin Falls, which began Dec. 2, involved troops of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.; Co. A, 1-46 Inf.; and Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn. 
   In the 1-1 area yesterday, "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed 11 VC in five incidents.  The largest encounter 
occurred between 1415 and 1450 hours as F Trp., worked with a Popular Force assault team 17 miles north-northwest of 
Tam Ky and killed eight VC in three actions. 
   The other three VC were killed six miles north and seven miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Two VC were found killed by an overnight air strike, and three weapons were captured as action slowed considerably in 
the 198th Inf. Bde. area. 
   After a prolonged firefight late Friday afternoon and an all-night vigil near the Song Tra Khuc 7-1/2 miles west of Quang 
Ngai City, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. and Co. B, 5-46 Inf. lost contact with an unknown-size enemy force at daybreak. 
   A sweep of the area by the two companies turned up the two VC bodies, and Co. C found a BAR and two M-72 LAW 
rockets in two places within the general area.  Co. B also found a B-40 rocket, 10 shotgun shells, 30 AK-47 rounds, a 
Chicom grenade, two NVA packs, and an NVA helmet and canteen. 
   Nine miles south of Chu Lai, Co. B, 1-6 Inf. located at an apparent ambush site two claymore mines and a 40-pound 
shaped charged embedded in the ground near several M-16 rounds wired with det cord. 
   Seven air strikes in the 198th area destroyed 16 structures and 12 bunkers, damaged two structures, and caused two 
secondary explosions and four secondary fires. 
   Thirteen Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 44 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to 
an initial report. 
   In the week ending at midnight, the first seven days of the enemy offensive, 197 NVA and 371 VC were killed in the 
Americal area.  In that time, 37 Americal soldiers were killed.  Seventy-two weapons, 11 crew-served, were captured. 
 

A MALARIA PILL A DAY KEEPS THE DOCTOR AWAY 



Vol. 3. No.  62 Monday   March 3, 1969 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces met the enemy in 17 contacts, including five 
in each brigade area, as the enemy offensive ground through its eighth day in southern I Corps. 
   Americal units reported killing two NVA and 19 VC, finding one VC body, and capturing one 
individual weapon in light action. 
   Three elements of the 3-1 Inf. accounted for seven of nine killed and the lone weapon captured 
in the 11th Inf. Bde. area. 
   A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 3-1 Inf., found the bodies of three VC killed by 4.2 mortar fire 
from Co. E, 3-1 Inf. 12-1/2 miles southwest of Quang Ngai and, at 0145 hours, the 3-1 recon unit 
killed two VC outside its perimeter 14 miles southwest of Quang Ngai. 
   In a delayed report of action at 2345 Saturday, Co. C, 3-1 Inf. engaged three VC and killed two a 
mile northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Co. B, 4-21 Inf., working nine miles south-southwest of Quang Ngai, killed an NVA and captured 
his AK-47 rifle, while the 4-21 recon unit killed two VC 2-1/2 miles nearer Quang Ngai. 
   Eight miles south of Duc Pho, Co. A, 1-20 Inf. detained three VC suspects with wounds 
apparently inflicted by artillery fire. 
   A gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. crashed and was destroyed 14-1/2 miles northwest of Duc 
Pho.  No ground fire had been received prior to the crash.  All four crew members were wounded 
and evacuated for medical treatment. 
   One NVA and three VC were killed, and a VC body was found in the 198th Bde. area. 
   Co. D, 1-52 Inf. killed two VC 9-1/2 miles and 10 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. A, 1-52 Inf. killed 
a VC a mile further southwest. 
   Eight miles west of Quang Ngai, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC and found the two-day-old body of a 
VC killed by small arms fire. 
   In a delayed report, the first platoon of Co. C, 1-6 Inf. fired on an unidentified object floating near 
a bridge 4-1/2 miles southeast of Tam Ky and caused a large underwater explosion. 
   Three of five VC killed by the 196th Inf. Bde. area went to three elements of the 4-31 unit. 
   A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 4-31 Inf., killed a VC as did Cos. C and D.  The incidents 
occurred 19, 22 and 24 miles west of Tam Ky, respectively. 
   Co. D, 2-1 Inf. called artillery on three VC to kill one 19-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. 
C, 1-46 Inf. killed one of two VC engaged a half-mile further northwest. 
   "Blue Ghosts" of F. Trp., 8th Cav. killed single VC 8-1/2 miles and 10 miles northwest of Tam Ky 
in the only action in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area. 
   Three Americal Division soldiers were killed and 19 were wounded and evacuated for medical 
treatment, according to an initial report. 
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Vol. 3, No. 65   Thursday  March 6, 1969 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)- Co. A, 1-46 Inf. raised its one week total of enemy killed to 35 to highlight 
increased action throughout southern I Corps yesterday. 
   Americal Division forces made 22 contacts with the enemy and reported killing one NVA and 46 VC, 
detaining 11 enemy suspects, and capturing one crew-served weapon. 
   In addition to seven VC killed by Co. A, 1-46 Inf., units the of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed six VC, relocated 29 
Vietnamese refugees, and found and destroyed 2200 pounds of rice. 
   Co. A's action came in five encounters between 0730 and 1315 hours 18-1/2 miles and 18 miles north-
northwest of Tam Ky.  Co. A has accounted for two NVA and 36 VC killed since Feb. 27. 
    Co. C, 1-46 Inf. killed a VC 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and F Trp., 17th Cav., working with 1-46 units, 
found the 2200 pounds of rice 11 miles northwest of Tam Ky at 1545 and killed a VC there at 1630. 
   Working 15 miles southwest of Tam Ky, "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp. 8th Cav. killed two VC.  F Trp. was 
supporting 3-21 Inf. elements. 
   Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed a VC 24 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. D, 2-1 Inf. killed a VC 18 miles west-northwest 
of Tam Ky. 
   Seventeen VC were killed in the 11th Bde. area where six of seven contacts occurred between 1530 and 
1800 hours. 
   At 1040, Co. D, 4-21 Inf. found the body of a VC killed by 6-11 Arty. fire within the previous 24 hours eight 
miles southwest of Quang Ngai.  The body was in a fresh grave. 
   Operating 11 miles north-northwest of Duc Pho, Co. A, 3-1 Inf. engaged 101-15 VC at 1530 and killed four.  
Thirty minutes later, the remaining VC were engaged again, and Co. A killed three more.  At 1800, Co. A 
killed two VC nearby. 
   At 1600, a "Shark" gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed a VC four miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Twenty minutes later, a "Shark" teamed with Co. B, 1-20 Inf. to kill six VC in a brief firefight five miles north-
northwest of Duc Pho.  Co. B killed for of the VC. 
   Three companies were involved in all six contacts in the 198th Inf. Bde. area as one NVA and 15 VC were 
killed, eight enemy suspects detained, and an RPG launcher captured. 
   Co. A, 1-52 Inf. kept pressure on enemy units for the third consecutive day 11-1/2 miles southwest of Tam 
Ky and killed an NVA and seven VC in three actions. 
   At 0610, Co. A killed a VC in a spider hole and took the RPG.  At 1800, Co. A engaged and killed six VC in 
a tunnel and five minutes later, the NVA was killed nearby. 
   Cos. C and D, 4-3 Inf. made good use of artillery support in tow of three contacts with VC eight and nine 
miles northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   At 1315, Co. C directed artillery to kill two VC and, at 1750, Co. D encountered 20 VC and saw five killed by 
Btry. D, 1-14 Arty, and Btry. B, 1-82 Arty. Co. D killed a sixth VC in a firefight at 1325. 
   At 0940, Co. D rounded up eight VC suspects, including seven females with no ID cards and an old man 
with an ID card suspected of bearing someone else's picture. 
   At 1005, gunships escorting a dustoff received automatic weapons fire near Tien Phouc.  One went down 
and was extracted at 1130.  No one on board was killed. 
   Air Force MAJ O.D. Robertson (Russell Springs, Ky.), a Forward Air Control pilot for the 198th, directed two 
of four air strikes in the 198th area after he spotted 50 bunkers 13 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   His strikes and direction of artillery fire destroyed 10 bunkers, damaged five, and exposed 10 more. 
   "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. scored their third kill of the day when they caught an evading VC 
in the 1st Sqdrn, 1st Cav. area 9-1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Four Americal soldiers were killed, and four were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according 
to an initial report. 
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authorized Army publication.  Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of 
the Army. 



Vol. 3  No. 70  Tuesday  March 11, 1969 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
 CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was relatively light with most of the action around Duc 
Pho for the third consecutive day yesterday.  The "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed 20 
VC and six NVA, and captured 10 weapons, two crew-served. 
   Americal units made 13 contacts in the southern I Corps area and reported killing 25 VC and 
eight NVA. 
   Two Vietnamese boys turned in a boobytrapped M-79 round to a unit of the 2-1 Inf., 196th Bde., 
for a reward under the VIP program. 
   A forward air-controller, working with the 198th Inf. Bde. discovered three enemy bunkers 11 
miles northwest of Quang Ngai, and called in an air strike which destroyed one of the bunkers. 
   Co. A, 3-1 if., 11th Inf. Bde. killed 11 VC with the aid of the 6-11 Arty. Bn, which killed six of the 
enemy 11 miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Co. B, 4-21 Inf. engaged an unknown-size enemy force in a marshy area four miles west of Duc 
Pho, killing three NVA, capturing two AK-47 rifles, one RPD machinegun, and one Chicom 
machinegun. 
   The Short Range Recon Patrol (SRP) of the 3-1 Inf. spotted a VC force moving through the Song 
Ve Valley and called in artillery which killed nine of the enemy 16 miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Co. B, 3-1 killed two NVA and captured two AK-47 rifles, two Chicom machineguns, and one 
RPG-2 and one RPG-7 rocket launcher two miles west-southwest of Duc Pho. 
   E. Trp., 1st Cav. working with Co. B, 3-1 engaged and killed one NVA in the same area. 
   196th Inf. Bde. had four kills in light action around Tam Ky. 
   F Trp., 17th Cav. working with Vietnamese Popular Forces (PF) eight miles west-northwest of 
Tam Ky engaged three VC and killed two.  The PF's killed the third VC. 
   At 0730 hours, Co. C, 3-21 spotted and killed one VC in a marshy and hilly area 10 miles 
southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. D, 3-21 killed another VC in the same area in the afternoon. 
   Co. A, 4-3 Inf. found two VC that had been killed by artillery 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.  
This is the hilly terrain where enemy the bunkers had been destroyed earlier in the day. 
   F Trp., 8th Cav., with the 123 Avn. Bn., working in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area spotted and killed 
one VC 12 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Five Americal soldiers were killed and 25 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 



Vol. 3. No.  75 Sunday   March 16, 1969 
                AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--After three days of light action, parts of the southern I Corps had 
heavy activity yesterday with the heaviest being in the 11th Inf. Bde.'s area around Duc Pho, 
where a total of 40 enemy were killed in all day fighting. 
  Americal Division units made 19 contacts with the enemy and reported killing 33 NVA and 26 VC, 
finding the bodies of three NVA and one VC, capturing 16 weapons, one crew-served, and 
discovering 15 bunkers. 
   The 11th Inf. Bde.'s Co. C, 3-1 Inf was on a combat assault mission, three miles north of Duc 
Pho, when it made contact with a large, well-equipped NVA force at 1040 hours. 
   The fighting was so intense, in and around hootches and hedgerows along Highway 1, that extra 
support was needed. 
Co.'s A and B, 3-1 Inf. were called into the area, as well as Co. D, 1-20 Inf. E Trp., 1st Cav., and 
the 6-11th Arty. 
   When contact was broken at dark, 33 NVA had been killed, nine AK-478 rifles, one M-16 rifle, 
two machineguns, one LAW (Light Antitank Weapon), and a RPG-7 rocket launcher had been 
captured. 
  The 1-20 Inf.'s Recon unit intercepted six VC, riding bicycles toward Duc Pho at 0600, killing two.  
At 1930 hours, the Recon unit killed two more VC, in the same area. 
   A Ranger patrol of Co. G, 75th Inf. engaged an unknown size enemy force, in rice fields 10 miles 
southwest of Duc Pho, and killed two VC. 
  This brings the 11th Inf. Bde.'s total kills for the past week to 91 VC and 74 NVA, and 15 
individual and seven crew-served weapons captured. 
   The 198th Inf. Bde. reported 16 VC killed, three enemy suspects detained, and two weapons 
captured, in heavy action around Quang Ngai. 
   Co. D, 4-3 Inf. engaged an enemy force, estimated between 30 to 40 VC, and called in artillery 
support which resulted in six VC killed, in an area of hills and high grass 10 miles northwest of 
Quang Ngai. 
   One mile east, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. received fire and called in artillery, they killed two more VC in the 
same area. 
   Co. A, 4-3 Inf., in a sweep six miles east of Quang Ngai, detained two enemy suspects, wearing 
black pajamas, and captured an AR-15 rifle and a submachinegun. 
  A mile east of Tam Ky, Co. C, 1-6 Inf. found the body of a VC, below a bridge on the Song Tam 
Ky.  The enemy was thought to have been killed by small arms fire, two days ago. 
   Totals for the 198th Inf. Bde. last week were 55 VC and eight NVA killed, and six weapons, two 
crew-served, captured. 
   The 196th Inf. Bde.'s Co. B, 3-21 Inf., during a sweep 11 miles southwest of Tam Ky, discovered 
and destroyed 15 enemy bunkers, five feet by four feet with an overhead covering of logs, which 
were connected by small tunnels that also ran back into the hills to spider holes.  Inside one of the 
bunkers the bodies of three NVA were found along with a M-1 rifle. 
   Co. C, 2-1 Inf. killed one VC, in a sweep of the hillside 20 miles west northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Forty-two NVA and 22 VC were killed and eight weapons, one crew-served captured last week in 
the 196th Inf. Bde. area. 
   B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed three VC, during a sweep in the 1st Cav. area 5 1/2 miles west 
of Tam Ky. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. had 19 VC killed in its area the past week. 
   Five Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 28 wounded and evacuated for medical 
treatment, according to an initial report. 
   In the past week 109 NVA and 172 VC were killed in the Americal Division's area.  In that time 36 
Americal soldiers were killed. 
 
      SERGEANT REUP SAYS 
Serve your country.  Meet the challenge 
      STAY ARMY! 
 



Vol. 3  No. 78  Wednesday  March 19, 1969 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Light action prevailed again yesterday in southern I Corps as 
Americal Division forces reported killing five NVA and seven VC, detaining 16 enemy suspects, 
and capturing five individual weapons. 
   Three NVA and three VC were killed and four weapons captured in the 196th Inf. Bde. area. 
   At 1230 hours eight miles southwest of Tam Ky, an unknown size enemy force opened up from a 
bunker on Co. C, 3-21 Inf. with small arms fire and hand grenades.  In the exchange, one NVA 
was killed and an SKS rifle captured. 
   Three miles further southwest, Co. D, 2-1 Inf. killed a VC and took an AK-47 rifle during a sweep 
operation in a thickly-vegetated area.  Two hours later at noon, Co. D killed one of two VC 
engaged and took another AK-47. 
   In afternoon action, Co. A, 2-1 Inf. killed an NVA and captured an AK-47 near Co. D's morning 
encounters, and Co. A, 1-52 Inf. killed one of four VC engaged 15-1/2 miles west-northwest of 
Tam Ky. 
   In a delayed report of action Monday at 1905, the recon unit of the 4-31 Inf. killed an NVA 24-1/2 
miles west of Tam Ky. 
   "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed three VC in as many incidents in the 1st Sqdn., 
1st Cav. area.  Two VC were caught in rice paddies 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and one was 
killed among hootches 17-1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   The action gave F. Trp. 11 VC kills in the past two days. 
   Two NVA were killed, one weapon captured, and four suspects detained in the 11th Inf. Bde. 
area. 
   Perimeter guards fired into an area where a trip flare had been ignited three miles southwest of 
Duc Pho and, at 0615, a 4-21 Inf. recon unit found an NVA killed there by small arms fire.  Twenty 
Chicom grenades in his pack were destroyed. 
   Four hours later, the recon unit killed another NVA and captured an M-2 carbine in the area.  
Nearby at 1100, the unit discovered two tons of rice hidden under the false floor of one of three 
huts.  The rice and huts were destroyed. 
 Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. recorded the only kill in the 198th Inf. Bde. area at 1730 when a 
VC was caught among hootches five miles west of Chu Lai. 
   Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 16 were wounded and evacuated for medical 
treatment, according to an initial report. 



Vol. 3  No. 79  Thursday  March 20, 1969 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
 CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Enemy rocket, mortar, and small arms fire pounded into some 30 
military installations and Vietnamese population centers between midnight Tuesday and 0700 hours this 
morning as action picked up sharply in southern I Corps. 
   More than 50 incidents of enemy attacks were reported.  Only two ground probes were made against 
Americal Division LZ's, and both were turned back. 
   LZ Bronco, headquarters of the 11th Inf. Bde., was shelled four times with B-40 and 140mm rockets, and 
three other LZ's, two night defensive positions, and a Special Forces camp wee hit three times apiece. 
Twelve sites were hit more than once in the 37-hour period. 
   Combat action also increased as Americal Division forces reported killing 32 NVA and 10 VC, detaining 13 
enemy suspects, and capturing nine weapons, three crew-served.  Only three times in the past month were 
more NVA killed in a single day. 
   Heaviest action occurred in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where the 4-31 Inf. repulsed a platoon-sized NVA 
ground attack at LZ West and joined units of the three other battalions to kill 24 NVA and five VC and capture 
six weapons, two crew-served. 
   Twelve bunkers on the LZ West perimeter bore the brunt of the NVA's assault with RPG-7 rockets, satchel 
charges, grenades, and small arms fire.  The 4-31 soldiers were on semi-alert when the attack began at 
0300. 
   Only two NVA penetrated the perimeter.  In that incident, SP4 Larry D. Tabor (Pulaski, Va.) heard his squad 
leader, SGT Steven Martin (Calimesa, Calif.), yell that two NVA were in the sergeant's bunker. 
   "I ran over and saw SGT Martin fighting bare-handed," said SP4 Tabor.  "He must have dropped his rifle 
because he was atop one NVA and another was on his back and trying to stab him. 
   "I dropped the one on his back and, when SGT Martin rolled over, I got the other one." 
   Both men are members of the first squad, first platoon of Co. C, 4-31 Inf. 
   In the fierce fighting, eight NVA were killed and a K-50 rifle and two RPG-7 launchers were captured.  A 
daylight sweep turned up an NVA captive outside the perimeter.  No Americans were killed in the attack. 
   At 1300, Co. C, 4-31 Inf. engaged three VC in the area and killed one. 
   Eight more NVA were killed at 1430 when Co. A, 2-1 Inf., working 10-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, 
engaged the eight riding bicycles.  At 1725, Co. A killed one of two NVA engaged in the same area. 
   Cos. C an D, 2-1 Inf. accounted for six more NVA 11 miles southwest of Tam Ky where, at 1000, Co. C 
received fire from fortified positions and returned it to kill three of four NVA. Gunships and air strikes 
supported the company. 
   At 1445, Co. D received five 82mm mortar rounds and directed artillery fire into the area from which the 
mortars had come.  Three NVA were found killed, and two AK-47 rifles were taken. 
   Co. D, 1-46 Inf. killed the other NVA and captured his AK-47 not far from the 2-1 Inf. action.  Co. C, 1-46 If. 
killed one of three VC engaged there. 
   Co. B, 3-21 Inf. discovered 10 VC who appeared to be positioning a mortar tube eight miles west-southwest 
of Tam Ky.  Artillery fire killed two VC. West of Tam Ky, Co. D, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC. 
   Units of the 4-21 Inf. turned back the other NVA ground probe after receiving RPG fire and grenades at LZ 
Amy at 0305 hours. 
   An unknown-size NVA force moved on the perimeter but lost eight men killed.  A sweep also turned up an 
RPG-2 launcher and two K-50 rifles.  One American soldier was killed. 
   The abortive probe of LZ Amy was the only reported contact with the enemy in the 11th Inf. Bde.      
"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed their 12th and 13th VC in the past three days, and B Trp., 1st 
Sqdn., 1st Cav. found two VC killed by artillery 5-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky in the only 1-1 area 
action. 
   In the lone incident in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, Co. D, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC in rice paddies 7-1/2 miles 
northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   Seven Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 54 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report.  Five Americal soldiers were listed as missing in action. 

 



Vol. 3  No. 80  Friday  March 21, 1969 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--For the second straight day, activity was increased in the southern I 
Corps yesterday, with 25 reports of enemy rocket, mortar, recoilless rifle, and small arms fire 
attacks throughout the area. 
   The Chu Lai Defense Command area received four 122mm rockets near the Americal Division 
Combat Center at 2120 hours, with no casualties.  Three more unknown type rockets impacted at 
0655 today. 
   LZ Bronco, headquarters of the 11th Inf. Bde., was shelled three times Thursday and has 
received enemy fire six times in two days.  LZ Liz spotted flashes of two 140mm rockets that hit 
outside LZ Bronco's perimeter and called gunships to the area where the rockets had been fired. 
   Over 200 rockets, mortars, and recoilless rifle rounds have been fired into Americal Division 
installations from a few minutes after midnight Thursday, through this morning at 0253 when LZ 
Fat City received 40 rounds of mixed RPG rockets and 82mm mortars, most received in any one 
area at one time in two days. 
   Americal units made 13 contacts with the enemy and reported killing 14 NVA and 27 VC, and 
capturing seven weapons, one crew-served. 
   The 198th Inf. Bde. killed 18 VC in the vicinity of Quang Ngai City. 
   At 1930 hours, D Btry., 1-14 Arty. engaged a force of 60 VC and killed 15 of the enemy, 7-1/2 
miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   H Trp., 17th Cav. working with Co. A, 4-3 Inf         .engaged five VC, killing three, 6-1/2 miles 
northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   Twelve NVA and six VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area, and six weapons, one crew-
served, were captured. 
   Btry. B, 3-18 Arty. engaged and killed five NVA three miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   During a sweep of heavy jungle 23 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky, Co. D, 4-31 Inf. engaged 
and killed four VC and destroyed two sampans. 
   An NVA entering a foxhole opened up on Co. C, 3-21 Inf.  Co. C returned fire, killing two NVA 
and capturing two AK-47 rifles 7-1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Two miles southwest of Tam Ky, Co. C, 1-46 Inf. engaged six VC wearing packs in the triple-
canopy jungle and killed two and captured a M-16 rifle and miscellaneous documents. 
   During a sweep of an area 11 miles southwest of Tam Ky, Co. C, 2-1 Inf. found four NVA killed 
by small arms fire.  Co. C also found an AK-47 rifle, a K-44 rifle, and an RPG launcher. 
   The 11th Inf. Bde. had three NVA and one VC killed and one weapon captured in action in its 
area. 
   Co. C, 4-21 Inf. killed three NVA in three incidents near its landing zone 22 miles northwest of 
Duc Pho.  The first NVA was killed five minutes after midnight.  An AK-47 rifle wad captured when 
a second NVA was killed nearby at 1100 hours, and a third NVA was killed in the same locale later 
in the evening. 
   A Recon patrol of the 1-20 Inf. engaged and killed one VC five miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed two VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area 6-1/2 
miles west of Tam Ky.  This gives F Trp. 15 enemy kills in four days. 
   Thirteen Americal soldiers were killed and 19 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report.  Five of the 13 soldiers killed were listed as missing in action 
Wednesday. 
   There have been 571 NVA and 835 VC killed in the division area since the post-Tet offensive 
began Feb. 23.  During this time, 113 Americal soldiers have been killed. 
 
 



Vol. 3  No. 83  Monday  March 24, 1969 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was moderate in southern I Corps yesterday with Americal Division 
units reporting 31 NVA and 17 VC killed, nine suspects detained, 15 enemy bunkers destroyed, three NVA 
bodies found, and six weapons captured. 
   The 11th Inf. Bde. had the most action Sunday, after two days without enemy contact, when it reported 18 
NVA and six VC killed, three NVA bodies discovered, six suspects detained, eight bunkers destroyed in its 
area of operation. 
   A Ranger Patrol of Co. G, 75 Inf. killed a VC while on a sweep through the jungle six miles southwest of Duc 
Pho.  The patrol leader, SGT Ronald Olsen (Watertown, S.D.) said, When we were inserted into the area we 
knew there had been enemy activity there.  We found a fresh garden and well used trails.  We came into a 16 
hootch complex, with water and food in some of the hootches.  Two more complexes were found along the 
trail as well as two logs that were 15 feet long and had been hollowed out.  They had been used for rocket 
launchers and were aimed toward LZ Bronco. 
   "As we moved along the trail," SGT Olsen continued, "we ran into a VC and killed him, soon afterwards, we 
engaged three more VC and found three blood trails leading away from the trail. 
   "When we started receiving heavy small arms fire we called for a helicopter, and were extracted at 1500 
hours. 
   An air strike was called into the area which resulted in seven secondary explosions. 
   Three NVA bodies, killed within the last 48 hours, wee found by Co. D, 3-1 Inf.  They had been killed by 
small arms fire near the Tra Cau River, three miles north of Duc Pho.  Eight bunkers, one booby-trapped, 
were destroyed in the same location.  Co. D, 3-1 Inf. killed another NVA and found one VC a half-mile away 
from the bunker. 
   Gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed  four VC three of whom were killed 2-1/2 miles northwest of Duc 
Pho.  One was killed 22 miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Co. A, 4-21 Inf. killed two NVA in a rice paddy and captured an M-79 grenade launcher eight miles west of 
Quang Ngai. 
   Co. C, 1-20 Inf. detained five enemy suspects without proper I.D. cards 4-1/2 miles south of Duc Pho.  Co. 
B, 4-21 Inf. also detained one suspect seven miles west of Quang Ngai. 
   In the 196th Inf. Bde. area 13 NVA and ten VC were killed, seven bunkers destroyed, and five weapons 
captured. 
   Co. D, 1-46 Inf. killed seven of the NVA and one VC, and captured three weapons.  Two NVA and a VC 
were killed when the tunnel they were hiding in was blown up.  The tunnel was 25 feet long and an SKS rifle 
was found in it after it had been destroyed 10-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.  Earlier Co. D, 1-46 Inf. killed 
two NVA, capturing an AK-47 rifle and an SKS rifle in the same location.  Later, at 1930 hours, Co. D, 1-46 
inf. engaged and killed three more NVA in the same area. 
   Another Ranger Patrol of Co. G, 75 Inf. killed four VC after the patrol received small arms fire during a 
sweep through heavy jungle 11-1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky. 
   "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav., working in the 196th Inf. Bde. area 13-1/2 miles west-northwest 
of Tam Ky, killed three VC in three separate incidents within a mile of each other in the foot hills of that area. 
   Two NVA were killed and one SKS rifle captured in a rice paddy by Co. B, 3-21 Inf. eight miles southwest of 
Tam Ky. 
   Co. A, 2-1 Inf. found two NVA killed by artillery and seven bunkers which had been destroyed 10 miles 
southwest of Tam Ky.  Co. C, 1-46 Inf. found another NVA and an AK-47 rifle none mile west. 
   Co. B, 2-1 Inf. killed one NVA in an incident five miles southeast of Tien Phouc. 
   Btry. A, 3-16 Arty. firing five miles north of Tam Ky accounted for two VC killed. 
   A "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed another VC Sunday, this time in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. 
area 13-1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   There were no enemy kills in the 198th Inf. Bde. area Sunday, but three enemy suspects were detained.  
Two were detained by Co. C, 1-6 Inf. five miles southwest of Chu Lai, in an area where Co. A, 1-6 Inf. found 
five rocket charge holes and aiming sticks.  Co. A, 4-3 Inf. detained one suspect two miles east of Quang 
Ngai. 
   Three Americal soldiers were killed, and 24 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according 
to an initial report. 

 



Volume 3 No. 91 Americal Daily New Sheet MONDAY March 31, 1969 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï Action was light in southern I Corps yesterday with Americal Division 
units reporting one NVA and 36 VC killed, 15 suspects detained, seven bunkers destroyed, one 
weapon captured and over 2 1/2 tons of rice discovered. 
   In a delayed report, the 196th Inf. Bde.ôs Co. A, 2-1 Inf. discovered a small NVA defensive position 
nine miles southwest of Tam Ky, while on a search and clear mission through the triple-canopy jungle.  
The position consisted of a rock fence 75ôx 68ô feet long, three feet wide, and three feet high behind 
which were seven bunkers made of earth and logs.  Two tons of polished rice, three rounds of 60mm 
mortar, and an M-72 LAW with a 40 pound high explosive round in its tube also found in the area and 
destroyed. (located at BT199134). 
   The 11th Inf. Bde. reported 27 enemy soldiers, one and NVA, killed in actions in its area the day 
before. 
   In a delayed report, ñAero Scoutsò gunships of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed 26 VC among hootches two 
miles east of Quang Ngai, Saturday. 
   Co. C, 3-1 Inf. found one NVA killed by small arms fire, while on a search of the area six miles north 
of Duc Pho, where the company had tangled with a large combined NVA and VC force Saturday. 
   Two enemy suspects were detained by Co. D, 1-20 Inf. along Highway 1, five miles northwest of 
Duc Pho, Sunday. 
   In the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area ñBlue Ghostò gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav., killed five VC in four 
incidents within a half-mile of each other, 6 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.  This gives the troop 
nine VC kills in the 1st Cav. area in two days. 
   The four VC killed in the 198th Inf. Bde were killed by Co. B, 4-3 Inf. when the VC ran into its 
ambush eight miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   Besides the seven bunkers destroyed in the 196th Inf. Bde. one VC was killed 13 suspects detained, 
and one weapon was captured. 
   Co. D, 1-52 Inf. engaged two VC, killing one and wounding the other, in the heavy jungle, 19 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky.  Nearby, the company found and destroyed a tunnel, with two entrances 400 
meters apart, which had been used recently.  The company later discovered 700 pounds of rice, two 
rice mills, as well as detaining seven suspects 17 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  The rice was 
destroyed and the rice mills extracted. 
   Co. A, 1-46 Inf. engaged two NVA in the heavy jungle 10 miles south-south-west of Tam Ky, 
wounding one which dropped his K-44 rifle which the company captured. 
   Another half-ton of rice was found in a hootch, and extracted by Co. B, 2-1 Inf., 8 1/2 miles 
southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. D, 1-46 Inf. detained six enemy suspects while making a sweep of an area nine miles south-
southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Three enemy suspects without I.D. cards were detained by a Recon unit of 3-21 Inf. while it was on 
a search of the jungle 14 west of Tam Ky. 
   Four Americal soldiers were killed, and six wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report.  The four soldiers reported killed had been reported missing in action the 
day before (D 3-1st Inf. Bn.) 

RUMOR QUASHED 
   At the present time, there are no plans for DEROS flights directly from Chu Lai to CONUS. 
   The civilian jets seen recently at the Chu Lai Air Base have been transporting Marines. 
 



Vol. 3  No. 91  Tuesday  April 1, 1969 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Three new operations began on Mar. 18 in the Americal Division 
area, marking common boundaries in which Americal Troops and 2nd ARVN Div. soldiers will work 
jointly. 
   The 196th Bde., 1st Sqdn, 1st Cav., and the 5th ARVN Regt. have joined in Operation Frederick 
Hill.  The 198th Bde. and 6th ARVN Regt. are participating in Operation Geneva Park, and the 
11th Bde. and 4th ARVN Rgt. are conducting Operation Iron Mountain. 
   Action was light in southern I Corps yesterday, with Americal units reporting one NVA and 27 VC 
killed, over two tons of rice discovered and three weapons captured. 
   Heaviest action was in Operation Frederick Hill area with 24 enemy soldiers, one an NVA, killed 
by the 196th Inf. Bde., and the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. 
   The 1st Cav. reported 15 VC killed and one weapon captured in its area Monday. 
   C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. working with Popular Force units 8-1/2 miles north of Tam Ky, 
engaged and killed 10 VC in heavy underbrush and captured one Thompson submachinegun, and 
81 Chicom grenades. 
   "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed five VC in five contacts near the coast from 10 
miles to 7-1/2 miles north of Tam Ky. 
   In the 196th Inf. Bde. one NVA and seven VC were killed. 
   Co. A, 26 Engr. Bn. found two VC who had been killed when a mine they were trying to plant in 
Highway 535 went off, 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   A Recon patrol of 3-21 Inf. killed two VC in two incidents in rice paddies 1-1/2 miles west of Tam 
Ky.  Later the patrol was led by a VC suspect, detained the day before, to an SKS rifle hidden in 
underbrush a half-mile away. 
   One VC was killed by Co. D, 4-31 Inf. when the company engaged four VC with packs in a 
mountainous region 20 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. D, 1-52 Inf. killed one VC after receiving M-79 rounds at 0300 hours, 19-1/2 miles north-
northwest of Tam Ky.  Co. D also found and extracted two tons of rice from a tunnel in the same 
area. 
   While Co. C, 2-1 Inf. was on a search and clear mission 9-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, the 
point man heard movement to the left of the trail and fired into the area.  When the location was 
searched, one NVA was found as well as an M-16 rifle. 
   Another VC was killed in heavy jungle by Co. A, 3-21 Inf., 14-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Three VC were killed in the 198th Inf. Bde.'s Operation Geneva Park area by a "Minuteman" 
gunship of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co., piloted by WO1 Richard McLean (Miami, Fla.), eight miles 
northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   Co. D, 5-46 Inf. found and destroyed 400 pounds of rice hidden under a fireplace in a hootch and 
another 300 pounds hidden in a cane bin seven miles northwest of Quang Ngai. 
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   The 11th Inf. Bde. reported two VC were killed in its Operation Iron Mountain area. 
   One VC was killed outside a village six miles north of Duc Pho by Co. A, 3-1 Inf., and the other 
was killed by an observation post 6-1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Twelve Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an 
initial report. 
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
 CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was light in southern I Corps yesterday, with Americal 
Division units reporting two NVA and eight VC killed in eight contacts, 11 enemy suspects 
detained, and three weapons captured. 
   In Operation Frederick Hill, the 196th Inf. Bde. reported two NVA and six VC killed, and one 
weapon captured. 
   One VC was killed when Co. A, 4-31 Inf. engaged three in the mountainous region 24-1/2 miles 
west of Tam Ky. 
   A half-mile away, Co. C, 2-1 Inf. engaged and killed one VC and while searching the area the 
company found another VC body and a .30 caliber carbine. 
   Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed one VC hiding in a hole 8-1/2 miles south-southwest of Tam Ky.  He had a 
large sum of money on his person which it is thought he was going to use to buy rice.  He also had 
GVN and VC passports. 
   A half-mile south Co. D, 1-46 Inf. killed another VC in a rice paddy. 
   A "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC while flying in support of the 196th Inf. 
Bde. 12 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Co. C, 2-1 Inf., while on a search and clear mission nine miles southwest of Tam Ky, found three 
bunkers, two 8x10 feet in size and one 20x12 feet, with VC propaganda leaflets in them.  The 
bunkers were destroyed and the leaflets extracted. 
   A Popular Forces unit, working with Co. A, 4-31 Inf. detained five suspects along with an SKS 
rifle, an AK-47 rifle, a Springfield rifle, a shotgun, and a carbine, 24 miles west-northwest of Tam 
Ky. 
   One VC was killed in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area Wednesday.  An Americal Division PSYOP 
Team of SP4 James Dixon and ARVN SSG Nguyen Troung Ginng were broadcasting to villagers 
around 0930 hours, when they came under attack by a 12 man VC force in a rice field along 
Highway 1, 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  The ensuing fight lasted about 30 minutes until the VC 
retreated when they saw a helicopter passing overhead.  One VC body and a CKC rifle were left 
behind which the PSYOP Team brought back to its bullet-riddled truck and resumed broadcasting. 
   The only contact in the 198th Inf. Bde. was west of the Operation Russell Beach area, when Co. 
D, 5-46 Inf. engaged two VC and killed one, 6-1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai. 
   A short time later, the company found an M-72 LAW hidden in underbrush by a trail, a half-mile 
away. 
   Co. C, 5-46 Inf. found an ammo cache, with 59 rounds of M-79 ammo, five M-26 hand grenades, 
four CS grenades and over 300 rounds of M-14 ammo which had been buried so long it was 
unusable.  A VC suspect was also detained in the area seven miles northeast of Quang Ngai. 
   Five more enemy suspects without I.D. cards were detained by Co. D, 4-1 Inf., 9-1/2 miles south 
of Chu Lai. [Typo Note: There was no 4/1st Inf. Bn in the Americal.  This was probably D 4-3 Inf. 
working near LZ Sue.  The S2/S3 report shows they detained at least 2 suspects this day while 
OPCON to the 198th Bde]. 
   In Operation Iron Mountain, the 11th Inf. Bde. reported no enemy contacts, but Co. A, 4-21 Inf. 
found and destroyed an estimated company size enemy base camp in foothills six miles west of 
Duc Pho.  In it were 14 fighting positions and 14 sleeping positions and it was estimated to be over 
a month old. 
   Four suspects were detained by Co. D, 3-1 Inf. along the coast 2-1/2 miles northeast of Duc Pho. 
   Another suspect was detained in a rice paddy six miles northwest of Duc Pho, by Co. D, 1-20 Inf. 
   Eleven Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an 
initial report. 
 
 Everybody in Vietnam is interested in war trophies; especially if the trophies are firearms picked up 
in the field.  However, sawed-off shotguns, rifles with barrels less than 16 inches, zip-guns, automatic 
weapons, silencers, along with tanks, APC's, and aircraft may not be taken home. 
 If you have a war trophy and it conforms to regulations to be sent home, contact your Provost 
Marshal and Adjutant General sections.  They will give you all the information for sending home your war 
trophies. 



Vol. 3  No. 94  Friday  April 4, 1969 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
 CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Light action prevailed throughout southern I Corps yesterday, 
with Americal Division units reporting nine NVA and eight VC killed in 10 contacts, and 10 
weapons, two crew-served, captured. 
 FREDERICK HILL 
   The 196th Inf. Bde. reported moderate action in Operation Frederick Hill with five NVA and three 
VC killed, seven individual and two crew-served weapons captured. 
   During a sweep through jungle-covered foot hills 10 miles south-southwest of Tam Ky, Co. D, 1-
46 Inf. came under attack by an estimated squad of NVA.  The "Professionals" returned fire killing 
three NVA. 
   Co. C, 1-46 Inf. was working in an area, two miles north when it spotted and killed two NVA 
soldiers running from a hootch, and captured their AK-47 rifles. 
   During a search of the surrounding area, the company found another AK-47 rifle, an SKS rifle, 
two complete 82mm mortars and eight rounds of 82mm mortar ammo, 500 pound of rice, 10 NVA 
uniforms and numerous documents. 
   One VC was killed, and his AK-47 rifle captures when Co. D, 3-21 Inf. engaged three VC wearing 
packs, 10 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   A Recon Patrol of 1-46 Inf. spotted and engaged four VC, killing one, in the triple-canopy jungle 
14-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Another VC was killed while trying to slip past F Trp., 17th Cav. in the mountains 24 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky.  Later in the day, they found and destroyed four 82mm mortar rounds rigged 
as a pressure mine. 
   Co. A, 2-1 Inf. found two small caches Thursday.  The first was 9-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, 
where the "Guardians" found an M-1 carbine, 1000 pounds of rice, a Chinese telephone 
switchboard, and 20 pounds of documents.  The other was a mile and a half away and consisted 
of six bunkers in which were an M-2 carbine, 20 pounds of maps, and 10 pounds of documents 
and notes. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. reported no enemy kills in its area. 
 IRON MOUNTAIN 
In Operation Iron Mountain the 11th Inf. Bde. reported four NVA and three VC killed and one 
weapon captured. 
   Shortly after a Ranger patrol of Co. G, 75 Inf. was inserted into an area 6-1/2 miles west of Duc 
Pho, it found 20 fresh bunkers.  The patrol then moved to a position by the trail to call in its find.  
While calling in, the patrol came under intense fire from 10-15 NVA soldiers.  Fire was returned 
and the NVA broke contact, after which the area was searched.  Four NVA bodies were found as 
well as an SKS rifle. 
   Three VC were killed when Co. D, 3-1 Inf. blew up the tunnel they were hiding in with a hand 
grenade, three miles southeast of Duc Pho, by Lake Lam Ininh. 
 GENEVA PARK 
   Two VC were killed in the 198th Inf. Bde.'s Operation Geneva Park area. 
   Co. C, 4-3 Inf. spotted four VC moving along a trail 9-1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai, 
and engaged them killing one VC wearing black pajamas. 
   The other VC was killed by a "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. when he refused to stop 
for questioning five miles south of Chu Lai. 
   Co. D, 5-46 Inf. found 13 rounds of 82mm mortar ammo, a box of fused, a box of detonator caps, 
and 300 rounds of .30 caliber ammo, in a pagoda seven miles northeast of Quang Ngai. 
   Five Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an 
initial report. 
 
WATER PURIFICATION 
 BECAUSE OF THE PREVALENCE OF HEPATITIS IN THE AMERICAL AREA, IT IS ALWAYS 
NECESSARY TO USE TWO TO FOUR PURIFICATION TABLETS IN A CANTEEN OF WATER. 
 THIS SHOULD BE DONE REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE WATER IS CLEAR OR CLOUDY. 
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MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER 
Sweat 
And 
Live. 
Take your salt tablets regularly. 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units reported nine NVA and 19 VC killed, three tons 
of rice discovered, and two weapons captured in light action in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   FREDERICK HILL--The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. was again busy on Barrier Island, Tuesday, with five 
NVA and four VC killed. 
   B Trp., 1st Cav. engaged and killed five NVA in a bunker amid four to eight feet high dikes which 
cover the island 16-1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   A Trp., 1st Cav. killed two VC in two separate actions a half mile north. 
   "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed two VC in a rice paddy on the island 14-1/2 miles 
north-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for three NVA and six VC killed, three tons of rice found, and one 
weapon captured. 
   Co. B, 1-46 Inf. killed one NVA and found two more killed by gunships working with the company 
in jungle covered foothills 13-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.  The company also found one VC 
who had been killed by artillery in the same area. 
   Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed one VC when it engaged two in the afternoon 21-1/2 miles west-northwest 
of Tam Ky.  At 2330 hours, the company engaged three more VC killing one 24-1/2 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. D, 1-46 Inf. killed a lone VC 13-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. C, 1-52 Inf. killed a VC and captured his AK-47 rifle in a mountainous region 24 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. C, 2-1 Inf. engaged three VC killing one 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   A unit from the 2-1 Inf. was working on a MEDCAP project in a village 17 miles northwest of Tam 
Ky, which treated 170 Vietnamese.  While it was treating the people, possible VC were being 
questioned, one of whom said he knew where a large amount of rice was buried.  Popular Force 
units went with the Vietnamese to an area not far from the village.  They found 30 crocks of rice, 
each weighing 200 pounds, buried under a hedgerow.  The three tons of rice is to be extracted. 
   RUSSELL BEACH AND GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported nine VC killed in its 
operation areas Tuesday. 
   In Operation Russell Beach, Co. E, 5-46 Inf. killed five VC after engaging an unknown size 
enemy force 6-1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai. 
   The command and control helicopter of the 5-46 Inf., piloted by 1LT David L. Grieger 
(Weatherford, Tex.) killed one VC in a rice paddy 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai. 
   Co. B, 5-46 Inf. killed two more VC in the same area. 
   In Operation Geneva Park, Co. A, 4-3 Inf. killed one VC when it engaged two in the triple-canopy 
jungle 8-1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN--The recon patrol of the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 4-21 Inf. killed a lone VC in the 
foothills 12 miles northwest of Duc Pho, for the only kill reported in the brigade area. 
   Co. B, 3-1 Inf. found a carbine which had been destroyed and an AK-47 bayonet 7-1/2 miles 
south of Duc Pho. 
   Four Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an 
initial report. 
 
AMERICAL NEWS SHEET 
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was moderate in southern I Corps yesterday, 32 NVA and 17 
VC killed, and 12 weapons, two crew served, captured. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for 24 NVA and one VC killed, and four 
weapons captured, two crew-served. 
   Soon after Co. C, 3-1 Inf. was combat assaulted into a valley 6-1/2 miles west of Duc Pho, CPT. 
John Blanks (Macon, Ga.), the commanding officer of the company, led it in a charge against 
enemy bunkers, killing six NVA and capturing two 50 caliber machineguns mounted on tripods. 
   CPT. John S. Walker, (Wakefield, R.I.), from the 3-1 Inf.'s S-2 section, said, "There were 
between 30 and 40 NVA in well dug in positions.  They were thought to be the heavy weapons 
company of the 22nd NVA Regt. whose job it was to position themselves in the valley to secure 
the regiment's passing through it." 
   "Aero Scout" gunships of the 123rd Avn. Bn. engaged nine NVA killing seven a mile east, while 
flying in support of the company. 
   Co. D, 3-1 Inf. engaged an unknown size NVA force 3-1/2 miles west of Duc Pho, killing nine 
NVA, detaining a wounded enemy suspect, and capturing an SKS rifle.  The company also found a 
VC in a tunnel who had been dead a week, in the same area. 
   Co. C, 4-21 Inf. killed two more NVA in the triple-canopy jungle 9-1/2 miles northwest of Duc 
Pho. 
   Co. B, 1-20 Inf. found an unknown type weapon in a hootch 5-1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho. 
   FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported eight NVA and five VC killed, and four weapons 
captured in its area. 
   Co. A, 1-52 Inf. engaged and killed five NVA, and captured an AK-47 rifle, an SKS rifle, and a 
Vz-58P rifle, after a heavy contact in the mountainous region 23 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. D, 4-3 Inf. killed two NVA when it engaged five amid jungle covered foothills 20-1/2 miles 
west-northwest of Tam Ky, where the company had killed a VC after he refused to come out of a 
tunnel. 
   Another NVA was killed and his AK-47 rifle captured by F Trp., 17th Cav. working with P.F.'s in 
the mountains 23-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Two VC were killed by Co. B, 2-1 Inf. in two separate contacts 18-1/2 miles north-northwest of 
Tam Ky, where the company found a ton of rice buried under a hootch. 
   One VC was killed by Co. D, 3-21 Inf. 11 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky, and the command and 
control helicopter of the 1-46 Inf. killed another VC 11-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed 10 VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area 17-1/2 
miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, west of the Troung River. 
   GENEVA PARK and RUSSELL BEACH--One VC was killed and four weapons captured in the 
198th Inf. Bde. areas of operation. 
   A "Minuteman" gunship of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed a lone VC in a rice paddy seven miles 
north of Quang Ngai. 
   Two AK-47 rifles and a M-14 rifle were captured after Co. C, 1-6 Inf. engaged four VC in foothills 
six miles west of Chu Lai. 
   In Operation Russell Beach, Co. A, 5-46 Inf. captured an M-2 carbine after engaging four VC 11 
miles northeast of Quang Ngai. 
   Seven Americal soldiers were killed and 24 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 

YOUR M17 CBR FIELD PROTECTIVE MASK 
 Your M17 Protective Mask is one piece of gear you can't have failing you even once.  Make sure it's always safe 
with daily preventative maintenance and scheduled weekly services. 
 Daily maintenance amounts to a visual check for grime, damage, missing or loose parts, putting on the mask and 
cleaning it to test for leaks and operation. 
 Also make sure the authorized accessories (the M13 deconning and reimpregnating kit, the 3 atropine injectors 
and the M1 water proofing bag) are in the carrier and in good order. 
 If there's damage to the facepiece or eyepieces, or other damage, loose or missing parts or items you can't 
handle, turn it in to your unit supply for replacement. 
 Weekly checks can be scheduled on DD Form 314.  The weekly is done by-the-numbers, with the outfit's CBR 
expert looking on. 
 Jobs you can't do on the spot are corrected soonest the specialist in your unit who is responsible for organization 
maintenance on masks.**** 
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MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER 
A bore cleaning job better follow the use of tracer ammo in your M16A1 rifle. KEEP IT CLEAN. 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
 CHU LAI  (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units reported 16 NVA and 22 VC killed, and one 
weapon captured in light action in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported killing seven NVA and 10 VC, and extracting 1-1/2 tons of 
rice. 
   Co. B, 1-46 Inf. was on a search and clear mission 18 miles southwest of Tam Ky, when it observed an 
unknown size enemy force moving through foothills and called air strikes which killed six NVA and eight VC. 
   Another NVA was killed by Co. D, 4-31 Inf. on a search and clear mission in mountains 21 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. B, 3-21 Inf. killed a lone VC in a mountainous region 25-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Another VC was killed by Co. A, 1-46 Inf. six miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   It seems as though an intelligence officer from the 2-1 Inf. has suddenly acquired a taste for rice. CPT. 
Robert Netter (Kingston, N.Y.) was sitting on top of a dozen 100 pound bags of rice that had been unearthed 
by Co. B, 2-1 Inf. working with local R.F.'s 19 miles northwest of LZ Baldy, 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky, it 
came under intense automatic weapons fire.  The sacks of rice CPT. Netter was sitting on absorbed the 
rounds. 
   CPT. Netter said, "I was hugging the rice bags and darn glad they were there."  He added, "I'll be happy to 
eat rice very day from now on!" 
   Over a ton and a half of rice was extracted from cement crocks buried under hootches. 
   "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed five VC in five contacts on Barrier Island from 8-1/2 miles 
north to 17-1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, from the only kills reported in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area. 

   IRON MOUNTAIN--Nine NVA and two VC were reported killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. 
   While the recon patrol of the 4-21 Inf. was searching an area 10-1/2 miles west-northwest of Duc 
Pho, it came under small arms fire which it returned killing two NVA.  Four NVA were killed after 
they threw hand grenades at the patrol from a bunker which was destroyed. 
   The patrol had earlier called artillery which killed two VC a half mile away. 
   GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported five VC killed as well as a weapon captured in its area. 
   Three VC were killed by Co. C, 4-3 Inf. 6-1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai.  One VC was killed in the 
underbrush and under a pile of rocks nearby the company found 230 rounds of 30 caliber ammo, 310 rounds 
of M-16 ammo, as well as documents.  Two more VC were killed when the bunker they were in was blown up 
by a hand grenade.  Co. B, 5-46 Inf. killed two VC and captured an AK-47 rifle eight miles northeast of Quang 
Ngai. 
   Action was moderate to light in southern I Corps, with Americal Division units accounting for 75 NVA and 
187 VC killed, and 55 weapons, five crew-served, captured. 
   The heaviest action was in the 196th Inf. Bde. area of Operation Frederick Hill, where 38 NVA and 66 VC 
were killed, and 12 weapons captured, one crew-served. 
   "Firebird" gunships of the 71st Aslt. He. Co. killed 11 VC in five combat assault missions in a mountainous 
region 29 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky, Sunday. 
   Co. B, 1-46 Inf. accounted for four NVA and six VC killed in its area of Operation Frederick Hill. 
   Most of the action was on Barrier Island where Trps. A and B, 1st Cav. met well entrenched NVA and VC 
forces in five days of contact which began last Friday.  A Trp., 1st Cav. accounted for five NVA and 10 VC 
killed, and two weapons captured, B Trp., 1st Cav. killed five more NVA and 32 VC as well as capturing four 
weapons, and "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed five VC while flying in support of the 1st Cav. 
on the island. 
   "Blue Ghost" had a total of 28 VC killed in the area last week. 
   The 11th Inf. Bde. reported 35 NVA and 12 VC killed, and 32 weapons, three crew-served, captured in 
Operation Iron Mountain. 
   Thursday, Co. C, 3-1 Inf. was on a combat assault mission in a valley 6-1/2 miles west of Duc Pho, when it 
engaged enemy bunkers killing six NVA and capturing two 50 caliber machineguns. 
   "Aero Scout" gunships of the 123rd Avn. Bn. killed seven NVA a mile away. 
   Co. D, 3-1 Inf. killed nine more NVA as well as capturing an SKS rifle 3-1/2 miles west of Duc Pho. 
   Saturday, Co. C, 4-21 Inf. found a weapons cache on a search and clear mission 14 miles north-northwest 
of Duc Pho.  On the floor of a well camouflaged hootch the company found 26 weapons covered with grass 
and other vegetation. 
   In the 198th Inf. Bde. 41 VC were killed and five weapons captured. 
   Tuesday, Co. E, 5-46 inf. killed five VC 6-1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   One Americal soldier was killed, and seven wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an 
initial report.  Twenty Americal soldiers were killed in the fighting last week. 
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was light in southern I Corps yesterday, with Americal Division 
units reporting 20 NVA and 41 VC killed, and four weapons captured, one crew-served. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for 18 NVA and 18 VC killed, and two weapons 
captured. 
   The recon patrol of the 4-21 Inf. found 18 NVA killed by air strikes that had been called into the 
area 10-1/2 miles west-northwest of Duc Pho, the day before the patrol when it spotted an 
unknown size enemy force moving through the jungle. 
   "Warlord" gunships of Co. B, 123rd Avn. Bn. killed 11 VC near the Vo River 14-1/2 miles 
northwest of Duc Pho.  Fifteen minutes later the "Warlords" killed eight more VC and captured an 
AK-47 rifle and a M-79 grenade launcher a half mile away. 
   Three VC were killed by Co. D, 1-20 Inf. in a rice paddy three miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Co. B, 1-20 Inf. killed two on the coast seven miles southeast of Duc Pho, in two separate 
actions. 
   Co. C, 1-20 Inf. killed one VC after engaging two on the coast 11-1/2 miles southeast of Duc 
Pho. 
   A VC killed by artillery was found by Co. D, 4-21 Inf. in the triple-canopy jungle 12 miles west-
northwest of Duc Pho. 
   GENEVA PARK and RUSSELL BEACH---The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for 10 VC killed in its 
area of operation. 
   In Operation Geneva Park, Co. B, 5-46 Inf. found four VC in a tunnel it had blown the day before 
eight miles north-northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   Co. C, 4-3 Inf. engaged and killed three more VC 9-1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   Co. C, 5-46 Inf. engaged five VC killing one and detaining a VC suspect six miles south of Chu 
Lai. 
   Another VC was killed by H Trp., 17th Cav. in a rice paddy eight miles north-northwest of Quang 
Ngai. 
   Using a hand grenade Co. A 5-46 Inf. killed a VC on the Batangan Peninsula 10 miles northeast 
of Quang Ngai. 
   FREDERICK HILL---The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. reported 10 VC killed and two weapons captured in 
its area. 
   C. Trp., 1st Cav. killed six VC in two separate contacts seven miles west of Tam Ky.  In the first 
contact, four VC were killed and an AK-47 rifle captured, in the other two VC were killed after the 
troop engaged three, and a 57 caliber recoilless rifle was captured. 
   F Trp., 8th Cav.'s "Blue Ghost" gunships killed four VC in three contacts from nine miles north to 
18 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Two NVA and three VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operation. 
   Two NVA were killed after a ranger patrol of Co. G, 75th Inf. engaged 10 in the jungle covered 
foothills 12-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. A, 4-31 inf. killed two VC, one after engaging three in a mountainous region 23-1/2 miles 
west of Tam Ky, and another in the same location later in the afternoon. 
   Co. C, 2-1 Inf. engaged eight VC killing one in heavy jungle 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Three Americal soldiers were killed and 13 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 

TERRORIST TACTICS 
   Recent intelligence reports and captured documents reveal the enemy has directed increased terrorist acts 
against Allied servicemen and loyal civilians to counter his battlefield losses. 
   The establishment of terrorist goals for sapper units and the payment of rewards to individuals for 
committing acts of assassination and sabotage are examples of this increased effort. 
   Recently the following tactics have been employed to accomplish such acts: 
   A.  While riding motorcycles, terrorists will shoot or throw hand grenades into unsuspecting  
         groups of persons standing nearby. 
   B.  Use of prostitutes to lure servicemen to insecure areas where they are captured or killed. 
   C.  use of small children to place explosive charges on vehicles stopped in traffic or parked in  
         insecure locations. 
   When in public stay away from the crowds.  Stay alert at all times.  Beware of unknown areas. 
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units reported 15 VC killed and 18 enemy suspects 
detained in southern I Corps yesterday.  All the kills occurred in operation Frederick Hill. 
   In a delayed report, Co. D of the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 2-1 Inf. found over 13 tons of unpolished rice 
buried and camouflaged near a river 19 miles northwest of Tam Ky during a search and clear 
operation Monday. 
   FREDERICK HILL--"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed all but one of the 15 VC 
killed in the operation area. 
   In the 196th Inf. Bde. area eight VC were killed and four suspects detained. 
   F Trp. killed five VC in a rice paddy 11 miles west of Tam Ky.  The gunships killed another VC in 
the triple-canopy jungle 14 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky, and one near the Chang River 18 
miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Co. C, 4-31 Inf. killed one VC as she ran from a hootch in a mountain region 25-1/2 miles west of 
Tam Ky.  The company also detained three VC suspects in the same area. 
   Co. D, 3-21 Inf. detained an enemy suspect 14-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   In the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area, "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed seven VC in five contacts 
on Barrier Island 9-1/2 miles north to 14 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN--No enemy kills were reported in the 11th Inf. Bde. area but 10 suspects were 
detained. 
   E Trp., 1st Cav. detained seven enemy suspects in a rice paddy not far from where the troop 
found a mine three miles south of Duc Pho. 
   Co. A, 3-1 Inf. detained three more suspects a half mile away. 
   GENEVA PARK--Four enemy suspects were detained in the 198th Inf. Bde. area Tuesday. 
   Co. C, 1-6 Inf. detained two suspects while on a search and clear mission five miles west of Chu 
Lai. 
   Co. C, 1-52 Inf. detained two suspects a half mile west. 
   Three Americal soldiers were killed and four were wounded and evacuated for medical 
treatment, according to an initial report. 
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Telephone:  Chu Lai 3212 
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, Americal Division, APO 96374, 
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**** 
GO ARMY   REUP 



Vol. 3  No. 114  Thursday  April 24, 1969 
   AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was light in southern I Corps yesterday, with Americal Division 
units reporting eight VC killed, one weapon captured, and 1,450 pounds of rice found. 
   FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for five VC killed in its area. 
   Co. A, 3-21 Inf. working with PF's nine miles west of Tam Ky, came under small arms and M-79 
fire from an unknown size enemy force and returned fire killing one VC.  The company killed 
another VC after engaging three in triple-canopy jungle 12 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   F Trp., 8th Cav.'s "Blue Ghost" gunships killed two VC in a rice paddy 7-1/2 miles south of Tam 
Ky. 
   The recon patrol of the 1-46 Inf. engaged two VC in green uniforms killing one in foothills nine 
miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. D, 2-1 Inf. found 500 pounds of polished rice buried in  jars 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   There were no major contacts or enemy kills in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. reported three VC killed and one weapon captured. 
   A Btry., 6-11 Arty engaged 10 VC who were spotted near a stream two miles east of Duc Pho, 
with artillery killing two of the enemy. 
   A VC killed by small arms fire and buried in a shallow grave over two weeks old was uncovered 
by Co. C, 1-20 Inf. 2-1/2 miles west of Duc Pho. 
   Co. A, 4-3 Inf. was on a search and clear mission when it came upon a small enemy 
encampment in the jungle covered foothills 8-1/2 miles west of Duc Pho.  A search of the 
encampment resulted in a 12 gauge shotgun, 950 pounds of rice, medical supplies, and 37 cans of 
sardines found. 
   An enemy suspect without an I.D. card was detained by Co. D, 1-20 Inf. during a sweep of an 
area five miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported six bunkers and 900 pounds of potatoes 
destroyed, and one VC suspect detained. 
   LTC. Walter Renelt (Ft. Waldon Beach, Fla.) directed air strikes which destroyed four bunkers 
while flying forward air control missions for the Americal Division six miles west of Chu Lai. 
   Co. C, 1-6 Inf. destroyed two more bunkers connected by a four foot wide trench 5-1/2 miles 
west-southwest of Chu Lai. 
   Co. B, 1-52 Inf. detained a VC suspect near where it found and destroyed 900 pounds of dried 
potatoes buried under a hootch 8-1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   Five Americal soldiers were killed, and nine wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 
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Volume 3 No. 115 Americal Daily New Sheet Friday April 25, 1968 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï Light action prevailed in southern I Corps yesterday, with Americal 
division units reporting three NVA and five VC killed and one weapon captured.  
   FREDERICK HILLðAll of the enemy killed in action Thursday were killed in the Operation 
Frederick Hill area, as well as one weapon captured. 
   The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for three NVA and three VC killed, and one weapon captured. 
   Co. C, 1-46 Inf. engaged one NVA and 5 VC 13 miles southwest of Tam Ky.  This incident 
resulted in one NVA killed. 
   Co. D, 2-1 Inf. killed another NVA in a mountainous region 20 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   An NVA was killed when Co. C, 1-46 Inf. engaged two in jungle covered foot hills 9 1/2 miles 
southwest of Tam Ky. 
   The recon patrol of the 1-46 Inf. engaged and killed a lone VC 10 1/2 miles west-southwest of 
Tam Ky. 
   Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed one VC and captured his AK-47 rifle in a rice paddy 8 1/2 miles west of 
Tam Ky. 
   A ñBlue Ghostò gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed a VC in the triple-canopy jungle 13 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky. 
   ñBlue Ghostò gunships of F Trp. 8th Cav. killed two more VC for the only kills reported in the 1st 
Sqdn. 1st Cav. area Thursday. 
   One VC was killed among hootches nine miles north of Tam Ky, on Barrier Island near the 
Thuong River which separates the island from the mainland.  The other VC was killed in a rice 
paddy 12 miles west of Chu Lai. 
   GENEVA PARKðThere were no major contacts or enemy killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area. 
   ñBlue Ghostò gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. spotted what is thought to be an enemy base camp 11 
miles southwest of Chu Lai, which consisted of well camouflaged hootches and bunkers, fresh cut 
wood, and well used trails. 
   Co A, 5-46th Inf. found a 155 round, a 4.2 round, a 105 round, a five inch naval round, material 
for making boobytraps, and documents during a search of a tunnel found on the Batangan 
Peninsula 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai northeast of Quang Ngai, All but the documents and 
naval round were destroyed. 
   IRON MOUNTAINðThe 11th Inf. Bde. reported no enemy kills in its area of operation. 
   Co. C., 4-21 Inf. found seven hootches 10 by 12 feet in size which had been used recently, 
possibly as a base camp.  The company found a bulletin board with documents, two cross-bows, 
and a spear in the hootches 12 miles southwest of Duc Pho.   
   Thirteen Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an 
initial report. 



Volume 3 No. 116 Americal Daily New Sheet Saturday April 26, 1968 
   FREDERICK HILL ï The 196th Inf. Bde. reported three NVA and eight VC killed and one weapon 
captured in its area of operation. 
   Co. D, 2-1 Inf. spotted 15 NVA in mountains 22 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky and killed one in a 
light skirmish, after which the company called artillery which killed two more NVA. 
   Co. D, 4-31 Inf. engaged five VC, killing four, in a mountainous region 21 miles west-northwest of 
Tam Ky. 
   Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed a lone VC and captured an M-16 rile in a rice paddy 8 1/2 miles west of Tam 
Ky. 
   One VC was killed when Co. C, 3-21 Inf. spotted two VC moving through the jungle-covered foothills 
14 miles west of Tam Ky, and called artillery. 
   Co. D, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC trying to avoid the company in the dense jungle 14 miles west-northwest 
of Tam Ky. 
   Another VC was killed by Co. B, 1-46 Inf. while on a sweep of an area 14 miles southwest of Tam 
Ky. 
   ñBlue Ghostò gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed three VC in three contacts from two miles north to 17 
miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, on Barrier Island for the only kills reported in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. 
area Friday. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN-Co. B of the 11th Inf. Bde.ôs 1-20 Inf. killed two VC after engaging 10 in a rice 
paddy 6 1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho, also capturing a weapon, for the only kills reported in the 
brigade area. 
   Action the past week was light in southern I Corps, with Americal Division units accounting for 31 
NVA and 131 VC killed, and 24 weapons, one crew-served, captured. 
   Sunday marked the second year of U.S. Army operations in the I Corps tactical zone. Americal 
Division, then Task Force Oregon, deployed into the Chu Lai area and began combat operations on 
April 20, 1967.  
   In Operation Frederick Hill, the 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for 10 NVA and 35 VC killed, 13 tons of 
rice captured, and eight weapons captured. 
   Co. D, 2-1 Inf. found over 13 tons of unpolished rice buried and camouflaged near a river 19 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky, during a search and clear operation Monday. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. had 37 VC killed in its area, as well as two weapons, one crew-served, 
captured.  ñBlue Ghostò gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for 30 of the VC killed. 
   In operation Iron Mountain, the 11th Inf. Bde accounted for 20 NVA and 35 VC killed, as well as 
seven weapons captured. 
   The recon patrol of the 4-21 Inf., Saturday, found 18 NVA killed by air strikes that had been called 
into the day before by the patrol when it spotted an unknown size force moving through the jungle.   
   In Operation Geneva Park and Russell Beach, one NVA and 24 VC were killed, and seven weapons 
captured in the 198th Inf. Bde. area of operation. 
 
   Six Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial 
report.  Eleven Americal soldiers were killed in action last week.   
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Vol. 3  No. 119  Tuesday  April 29, 1969 
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST  30 Apr 69 
Partly cloudy, scattered rain,  
isolated thundershowers over mountains. 
High tomorrow  92 
Low tonight  77 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
 CHU LAI  (AMERICAL IO)--Action was moderate in southern I Corps yesterday, with 
Americal Division units reporting four NVA and 51 VC killed, nine suspects detained, and four 
weapons captured. 
   FREDERICK HILL--Of the 25 VC killed in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area, 23 were killed by "Blue 
Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. 
   The "Blue Ghost" gunships engaged an unknown size enemy force 15-1/2 miles north-northwest 
of Tam Ky, which resulted in 17 VC killed.  The gunships killed another VC about an hour later in 
the same location.  Two more VC were killed and an AK-47 rifle captured after the gunships 
engaged three VC six miles south-southwest of Tam Ky.  Three VC were killed in three separate 
contacts from14 miles north-northwest to 15-1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed two VC in a rice paddy six miles south-southwest of Tam Ky. 
   The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for two NVA and 14 VC killed in its area of operation. 
   A "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one NVA 7-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. D, 1-46 Inf. killed another NVA after engaging eight in the dense jungle 13-1/2 miles 
southwest of Tam Ky.  An M-1 carbine was also captured. 
   Co. B, 1-46 Inf. spotted 60 VC moving through the jungle covered foothills 17 miles southwest of 
Tam Ky, and called in artillery which killed five of the enemy. 
   Co. A, 3-21 Inf. engaged and killed four VC during a sweep of the jungle nine miles west of Tam 
Ky. 
   Two VC were killed in the triple-canopy jungle 19-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky, by Co. D, 4-31 Inf. 
   A lone VC was killed and his SKS rifle captured by the recon patrol of the 1-46 Inf. 14-1/2 miles 
southwest of Tam Ky. 
   The command and control helicopter of the 4-31 Inf. killed a VC in a mountainous region 24 
miles west-southwest of Tam Ky. 
   The recon patrol of the 2-1 Inf. killed one VC during a search and clear operation 15-1/2 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN--Two NVA and 11 VC were killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. area, nine suspects 
were detained. 
   "Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. engaged and killed nine VC in rice paddies two 
miles southwest of Duc Pho. 
   Two more VC were killed by Co. B, 1-20 Inf. in foothills 7-1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho, after it 
received hand grenades from the two VC. 
   Co. D, 1-20 Inf. engaged two NVA killing one in a rice field below the foothills a mile away.  An 
AK-47 was captured in the incident. 
   Another NVA was killed nine miles southwest of Duc Pho, by Co. A, 4-3 Inf.  Co. A also found a 
small base camp 12 miles west of Duc Pho which had been abandoned for two to three months. 
   Co. A, 3-1 Inf. detained two enemy suspects on the beach 11 miles southwest of Duc Pho; one 
had a false I.D. card.  The company detained two more suspects near Lake An Khe, nine miles 
southeast of Duc Pho. 
   E Trp., 1st Cav. detained five VC suspects during a search and clear mission 10 miles southeast 
of Duc Pho. 
GENEVA PARK-- The command and control helicopter for the 1-52 Inf. killed one VC seven 
miles northwest of Quang Ngai, for the only reported kill in the 198th Inf. Bde. area Monday. 
 Two Americal soldiers were killed, and 21 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 



  Vol. 3 No. 121 Thursday May 1, 1969 
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST 2 May 
Partly to mostly cloudy with thunder showers over the mountains. 
  High 91    Low 77 -- Temp.                                        High 98    Low 55 -- Humidity 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was light to moderate in southern  
I Corps yesterday, with Americal Division units reporting six NVA and 37 VC killed, nine weapons 
captured, and 1,200 pounds of rice found. 
   FREDERICK HILL-- The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. reported 23 VC were killed in its area of operation. 
   "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed 16 VC in 10 contacts.  Four VC were killed in a rice 
paddy 7 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky, and three were killed among pine shrubs 12 1/2 miles 
north-northwest of Tam Ky.  Nine more were killed in widespread actions from eight miles west-
northwest to 15 1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed seven VC in skirmishes on Barrier Island from 11 miles north-
northwest to 12 1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for four NVA and 10 VC killed, and eight weapons captured in its area 
of operation.   
   Four VC were killed when the recon patrol of the 4-31 Inf. engaged an estimated squad size enemy 
force in a mountainous region 20 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   F Trp., 17th Cav. killed two NVA and captured their SKS rifles during a search and clear operation in 
the foot-hills 15 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   F Trp. also killed a VC while working an area 10 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   The recon patrol of the 1-46 Inf. engaged three NVA killing one and capturing his AK-47 rifle 15 1/2 
miles south-southwest of Tam Ky.  A half mile away the patrol killed a VC after engaging two as well 
as capturing another AK-47 rifle. 
   Co. C, 1-46 Inf. killed one NVA and captured an AK-50 rifle during a sweep a mile northwest. 
   The recon patrol of the 3-21 Inf. killed a VC and captured two AK-47 rifles 15 miles south-southwest 
of Tam Ky. 
   Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed a lone VC during a search and clear mission 15 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   A "Blue Ghost" gunship from F Trp., 8th Cav. killed another VC in the jungle 15 miles northwest of 
Tam Ky. 
   Co. A, 1-46 Inf. found what is believed to be an NVA hospital 15 1/2 miles south-southwest of Tam 
Ky.  The company found 15 hootches which had bandages, medical supplies, NVA uniforms, and 
nurses uniforms.  Also found was a rusty 45 caliber pistol and five Chicom grenades. 
   Co. A, 2-1 Inf. killed a VC 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. reported two NVA and four VC were killed in its area of 
operation as well as one weapon captured. 
   Three VC were killed by artillery 14 1/2 miles southwest of Duc Pho, after a ranger patrol form Co. 
G, 75 Inf. had observed eight VC while working in the brigade area. 
    Co. B, 1-20 Inf. found the graves of two NVA who had been killed recently by small arms fire seven 
miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Co. B also found a small enemy base camp with 10 hootches and natural rock fortification for 
protection in the same area. 
   Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC 13 miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
GENEVA PARK--No enemy kills were reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, but Co. B, 1-52 Inf. found 
1,200 pounds of rice buried under hootches, during a search of an area six miles northwest of Quang 
Ngai. 
                          * * * * * 
   Seven Americal soldiers were killed and 19 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, 
according to an initial report. 



Vol. 3 No. 124 Sunday May 4, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 5 
Fair to partly cloudy.  Winds southeasterly morning and night.  In afternoon winds 8 to 12 knots 
gusting 18 to 22.  Temp.     H 94  L 77    Humidity  H 95  L 55 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action  in southern I Corps was light yesterday, with Americal Division 
units reporting six NVA and 32 VC killed, as well as six weapons captured. 
   FREDERICK HILL- The 196th Inf. Bde accounted for five NVA and eight VC killed, and two 
weapons captured in its area of operation. 
   At 0730 hours, Co. B, 3-21 Inf. encountered 25 NVA soldiers in a brief skirmish 11 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky, killing four of the enemy.  In the afternoon, the company engaged and killed a 
lone VC in the same vicinity. 
   Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed another NVA after engaging two, also capturing an AK-47 rifle in the triple 
canopy jungle 14 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. B, 1-46 Inf. killed one VC where it found two VC who had been killed by gunships flying in the 
area day before 17 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. D 1-46 Inf. found a carbine during a search of an area 16 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. B, 4-31 Inf. engaged four VC killing two in a mountainous region 24 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   The recon patrol of 2-1 Inf. spotted and engaged five VC in the dense jungle 18 miles northwest of 
Tam Ky, killing one. 
   A "Blue Ghost" gunship from F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC after engaging three in a rocky area 11 
1/2 miles south-southwest of Tam Ky. 
   "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. also accounted for three of the four VC killed in the 1st 
Sqdn., 1st Cav. area. 
   The three VC were killed in three contacts from 6 1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky, where C 
Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed one VC, to 15 1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN-One NVA and 10 VC were killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operation Saturday. 
   A FAC airplane, flown by MAJ Donald L. Mrugatroyd, directed air strikes against a 15 man VC force 
5 1/2 miles south-southeast of Duc Pho, which resulted in five VC killed. 
   Co. B, 3-1 Inf. working with E Trp., 1st Cav. near Lake Lam Binh, four miles southeast of Duc Pho, 
killed two VC.  E Trp. killed another VC after engaging two. 
   Co. A, 3-1 Inf. killed two VC in a skirmish among hootches four miles south-southeast of Duc Pho. 
   An NVA was killed and his AK-47 rifle captured by Co. A, 4-3 Inf. during action 9 1/2 miles west-
northwest of Duc Pho. 
   GENEVA PARK and RUSSELL BEACH-The 198th Inf. Bde. reported 10 VC killed and three 
weapons captured in its areas of operation. 
   In Operation Geneva Park, Co. A, 5-46 Inf. engaged five to six VC in a rice paddy seven miles 
northeast of Quang Ngai, killing three. 
   The command and control helicopter for the 5-46 Inf. killed another VC in the vicinity. 
    Co. D, 1-52 Inf. engaged a two or three man force killing two VC and capturing two K-44 rifles 16 
1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   The second platoon of H Trp., 17th Cav., led by PSG S. Zernell (Glendale Pa.) destroyed four 
bunkers, five foot square, and three spider holes during a search of an area seven miles southwest of 
Chu Lai. 
   Co. A, 5-46 Inf. killed three more VC and captured an AK-47 rifle in the Operation Russell Beach 
area six miles east-northeast of Quang Ngai. 
   A VC was killed when Co. C, 5-46 Inf. engaged three on the Batangan Peninsula 11 miles northeast 
of Quang Ngai. 
   One Americal soldier was killed, and 17 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to 
an initial report. 
 
   CULTURAL HINT OF THE DAY 
   The word "Yeah" sounds like our word "Yeah", however, it does not mean yes!  In Vietnam it means 
"I am listening."  It does not convey agreement, consent, or comprehension.  G5 



Vol. 3 No. 132 Monday  May 12, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 13 
Partly cloudy with isolated showers over the mountains and along the coast.  Winds southeast 
blowing 10 to 15 knots gusting 15 to 25 knots in the afternoon.    Temperature   H 95     L 78 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Light action prevailed in southern I Corps yesterday with the Americal 
Division units reporting 40 NVA and 12 VC killed. 
   Widespread attacks over the southern I Corps area began at 0100 this morning.  Fifty-seven enemy 
were killed as they attempted ground probes on four locations. 
   At 0310 this morning the Chu Lai Defense Command area received less than 10 122mm rockets. 
    IRON MOUNTAIN-The 11th Inf. Bde. reported 40 NVA and two VC killed in its area of operation. 
   The 1-4 ARVN Regt. reported finding 40 NVA soldiers who had been killed by air strikes within the 
last 24 hours in the mountains 12 miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Co. B, 3-1 Inf. killed two VC several hours apart on the coast 11 miles southeast of Duc Pho. 
   A large canned food cache was found by Co. A, 4-3 Inf. buried in the ground 13 miles northwest of 
Duc Pho.  Found were 760 five oz. and 126 15 oz. cans of mackerel, 68 one pound cans of ham, 29 
15 oz. cans of sardines, 61 cans of lunch meat and 604 two-pound bags of salt. 
   Co. A 4-21 Inf. was on a search and clear mission 10 miles southwest of Duc Pho, when it came 
upon three hootches that contained 1500 pounds of unpolished rice and one khaki uniform. 
   FREDERICK HILL--A possible POW camp composed of hootches and bunkers was discovered by 
Co. B, 3-21 Inf. 24 miles west of Tam Ky.  Searching the area they also found a quantity of 
documents.  Moving out of the woodline into an area of rice paddies the "Gimlets" found a hootch 
containing VC pamphlets, tax receipts, expended .30 and .20 caliber rounds and a small amount of 
medical equipment. 
   The command and control helicopter of 1-46 Inf. engaged and killed three VC 19 1/2 miles west-
southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Co. D, 4-31 Inf. while on a search and clear mission 24 miles west of Tam Ky, engaged and killed 
two VC. 
   The recon patrol of 2-1 Inf. found seven graves of which four were used to store rice.  In all 3050 
pounds were uncovered. 
   Two NVA soldiers in green uniforms approached Co. A, 4-31 Inf. wanting to Hoi Chanh. 
   The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. accounted for four VC killed in its area of operation.  Three of the kills were 
by B Trp. 12 miles north of Tam Ky. A Trp. engaged and killed the other VC 17 miles north-northwest 
of Tam Ky. 
   GENEVA PARK--The recon patrol of the 1-52 Inf. reported the only kill in the 198th area of operation 
when they engaged and killed one VC with small arms fire, 8 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.  A 
further check of the area turned up three Chicom hand grenades. 
 
CULTURAL HINT OF THE DAY 
   It is not proper to shake hands with a woman or a girl unless she offers her hand first. 
   **************** 
SERGEANT REUP SAYS 
We have a good reenlistment program.  Get those potential reenlistees to Re-up.  Make our 
reenlistment effort a success...The Best in the Army! 
   WRAPPING OF REGISTERED MAIL 
   When mailing registered letter and parcels, you must comply with all postal regulations. 
   You must use heavy brown paper and brown paper tape on your mail.  Do not use tapes that won't 
absorb a postmark such as cellophane or masking tape. 
   And don't forget to bind all your packages with heavy string or twine. 
 



Vol. 3 No. 133 Tuesday May 13, 1969    MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 14 
Fair to partly cloudy, southeast winds to 10 knots, gusts to 20 knots in afternoon, a few showers possible over the 
mountains with a slight chance locally. 
Temperatures:  H 96    L 79 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--A marked increase in activity prevailed throughout southern I Corps 
yesterday as Americal Division units reported killing 112 NVA and 60 VC, capturing 60 weapons, 11 
crew-served. 
   FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for 71 NVA, 3 VC killed, and 28 weapons, 3 
crew-served captured in its area of operation. 
   At LZ Baldy, 2-1 Inf. defended the 196th Inf. Bde. Hqs. repelling an NVA sapper attack early Monday 
morning.  Forty NVA were killed and 13 weapons and a large number of munitions were captured. 
   A barrage of RPG rounds, satchel charges, and grenades along with 8 to 10 mortar rounds hailed in 
on the camp. 
   Stiff resistance met the enemy assault as the alert fire support base units stemmed the inward flow 
of the enemy, and erased all routes of escape to the sappers. 
   Co.'s A and D, 1-46 Inf. killed 26 NVA, captured 12 weapons, two crew-served at LZ Professional 
while at LZ Center, the 3-21 Inf. accounted for four NVA killed and two weapons captured, one crew-
served. 
   In rapid succession Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed three VC, and Co. B, 1-46 Inf. found and destroyed a 12 
gauge shotgun. 
   Late in the day F Trp., 17th Cav. killed a NVA near LZ Baldy. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN--Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed 41 NVA and 24 VC and captured 16 weapons, three 
crew-served. 
   Embattled artillerymen, protecting their perimeter while firing two key missions, killed 23 VC and detained one 
while beating back a company size sapper attack at LZ Snoopy nine miles northwest of Duc Pho.   
   Btry. B, 1-82 Arty. positioned on the LZ with a platoon from Co. C, 39th Engr. Bn. was firing illumination and 
counter-mortar missions with its four 155mm howitzer sections when the attack began. 
   Btry. B. defenders met the attack with controlled small arms fire along a bunker line leading to its gun parapets.  
Two sappers reached the protective wall but were killed by cannoneer SP4 Bobby J. Stafford, (Peel, Ark.). 
   Trp. E, 1st Cav. working with Co. C 3-1 Inf. engaged and killed 17 NVA in rice paddies 6 miles southeast of Duc 
Pho and captured a RPG launcher.  It also discovered two NVA killed by artillery fire. 
   In the same area Co. C tallied 8 more NVA and a VC killed. 
   Co. D., 3-1 Inf. killed nine NVA and captured five weapons including a .30 caliber machinegun. 
   Three NVA were killed by Co. B, 3-1 Inf. also capturing an AK-47 rifle and two machineguns. 
   Co. A, 3-1 Inf. killed another NVA in a rice paddy nine miles southeast of Duc Pho. 
   Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed one NVA and captured his SKS rifle. 

   GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for 33 VC killed, and 11 weapons, 5 crew-served, were captured. 

   The 1-52 Inf. repulsed a combined mortar and ground attack at LZ Buff early Monday morning, killing 27 VC and capturing four 
AK-47 rifles. 
   The LZ was hit with a mortar barrage of 100 to 150 rounds, and a ground attack by two VC companies. 
   Btry. D, 1-14 Arty. firing on a flat trajectory helped the infantryman rout the enemy. 
   "Shortly after it started we had everything out there except B-52s and tanks," said SP4 David Gyllis, (Longview, Tex.), a 
member of the 198th M.I. team. 
   In addition to the rifles, 96 Chicom grenades and 18 rockets were found. 
   Co. D, 5-46 Inf. killed four VC and captured an AK-47 and three RPGs. 
   Co. C, 1-52 Inf. liquidated a VC carrying medical supplies with a grenade. 
   Recon, 1-52 Inf. returning sniper fire killing the VC and capturing his weapon. 

 
CULTURAL HINT OF THE DAY 
   Do know the religion of your Vietnamese friends and associates.  Treat Catholic worship and customs in the 
same way you would in the United States. 

  Vol. 3 No. 134 Wednesday May 14 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 15 
Fair to partly cloudy, winds blowing east-southeast 5 to 10 knots and gusting to 20 knots in afternoon.  
Probable thundershowers over mountains.    Temperature:     H 96     L 80 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Enemy activity decreased in the past 24 hours in the Americal Division.  
Units reported killing 47 NVA and 40 VC and 18 weapons, three crew-served, were captured. 
    IRON MOUNTAIN--"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. reported 40 NVA and 12 VC killed in southern 
Quang Ngai province yesterday.  Six weapons, one crew-served, were captured. 
   Air strikes accounted for a large portion of the enemy kills in the bde.'s area. 
   Elements of the 1-4 ARVN Regt. and 4-3 Inf. reported 25 NVA killed by air strikes, 14 miles northwest of Duc 
Pho. 



   Co. C, 3-1 Inf. reported finding five NVA killed by air strikes and three more killed by air strikes and three more 
killed by small arms fire, five miles south of Duc Pho.  At 1010 hours the same unit engaged and killed eight VC 
half a mile away. 
   After receiving RPGs and small arms fire, Co. B, 1-20 Inf. returned fire to kill four NVA, three miles west of Duc 
Pho. 
   Three VC were killed by Co. C, 1-20 Inf. who was on a search and clear mission with E Trp., 1st Cav. in fields 
five miles west of Duc Pho.  Earlier the Cav. unit found one AK-47, one M-1 carbine and a M-14 rifle. 
   Thirteen miles northwest of Duc Pho Co. A, 4-3 Inf. found two NVA killed by air strikes and captured an AK-47 
rifle.  The unit later found one RPG launcher and seven rounds, two Chicom grenades and two green uniforms, all 
in the same vicinity. 
   A VC killed by 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. was found by the 19th Eng.'s seven miles southeast of Duc Pho.  Also found 
was an AK-47. 
   Co. B, 3-1 Inf. killed one VC in a rice paddy six miles south of Duc Pho. 
   Five miles further south Co. D, 4-21 Inf. found a large well-built enemy base camp with 25 hootches, each with 
its own bunker.  One kitchen 20 by 20 feet and a 20 by 60 feet mess hall was included.  The unit uncovered 500 
pounds of rice, 20 entrenching tools, and NVA poncho liners. 

FREDERICK HILL - Action in the 196th Inf. Bde. areas showed 17 NVA and 7 VC killed and eight weapons, 
one crew-served captured. 
   In an area six miles southeast of Tam Ky. Cos. B and C, 3-21 Inf. killed nine VC and one NVA. 

   Elsewhere, near LZ Baldy gunships of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed four VC.  In the same area the 
2-1 Inf.  accounted for one NVA killed. 
   Fourteen miles southwest of Tam Ky, Co. A, 1-46 Inf. engaged and killed one NVA and one VC, captured a SKS 
rifle and a AK-47 rifle. 
   Three hours later Co. A working with Recon, 1-46 Inf. killed four NVA and captured two AK-47 rifles and a SKS. 
   In the same area, Co. B, 2-1 Inf. found and M-72 LAW and one pistol. 
   Two VC were killed by Co. D, 4-31 Inf. while Co. B, 1-46 Inf. accounted for another one. 
   C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. captured an AK-47 rifle and a RPG launcher. 

   GENEVA PARK -Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed 11 VC and captured four weapons, one crew-served. 
   Across open fields dotted with rice paddies the armored carriers of 3rd Plt. H Trp., 17th Cav. rolled. 
   The unit working with an element of 1-52 Inf. was on a search and clear mission 10 miles northwest of Quang 
Ngai. 
   Suddenly they received heavy automatic weapons fire from a woodline area.  "We spotted the enemy trying to 
move up on the 1-52 so we came on line and made an assault," said 1LT George E. Palmer (Waterford, Pa.), 
track commander. 
   Routing the enemy, the Cav. found nine NVA killed and many weapons littered the area.  Forced to rejoin the 1-
52 to provide security, they encountered heavy action.  Later going back to the woodline they found that all bodies 
and weapons had been removed. 
   H Trp. did capture one AK-47 and one Chicom machinegun. 
   In other action, Co. A, 5-46 Inf. engaged seven VC, killing one 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai on the 
Batangan Peninsula. 
   Ten miles northeast of Chu Lai one VC was killed by Co. A, 1-6 Inf. 
   SGT. Louis Love (San Francisco, CA) found out that malfunctions with weapons sometimes are nice.  Love a 
sergeant with the 1-52 Inf. was face-to-face with death at the hands of attacking VC at LZ Buff early Monday 
morning .  A VC had the drop on Love with an AK-47.  "He pulled the trigger three times and each time nothing 
happened," recalled Love.  The VC was then shot by another 1-52 soldier. 

 
   SERGEANT REUP SAYS 
Wars may be fought with weapons, but they are won by men.  It is the spirit of these who follow and the man who 
leads that gains the victory.  Stay on the team - Stay Army. 

 



  Vol. 3 No. 139 Monday May 19, 1969  MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 20  
Fair to partly cloudy with thundershowers over the mountains.  Winds blowing east-southeast 5-10 
knots gusting to 20 knots in the afternoon.    Temperature:    H 98    L  78 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units reported seven NVA and 18 VC killed, and three 
weapons captured in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for six NVA and 8 VC killed and captured two 
weapons. 
   Co. C, 4-31 Inf. killed nine VC and captured two weapons in five separate contacts, all in an area 28 
miles west of Tam Ky. 
   F Trp., 8th Cav. operation 12 miles west of Tam Ky, accounted for seven VC killed in four separate 
contacts. 
   Co B, 4-31 Inf. killed one VC at noon. 
   Six mile southwest of Tam Ky, "Gimlets" of Co. C, 3-21 Inf. engaged and killed four NVA. 
   Cos. A and D, 3-21 Inf. bagged one NVA apiece. 
   Just before lunch, Co. C, 2-1 Inf. killed one VC five miles southwest of LZ Baldy. 
Btry. D, 3-16 Arty. fired a mission against an unknown size enemy force, 11 miles west-southwest of 
Tam Ky, killing six VC. 
   An M-16 rifle was found by Co. B, 1-46 Inf. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN--One NVA was killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operation.     Co. D, 4-21 Inf. 
engaged and killed one NVA, hiding in a tree, four miles west of Duc Pho. 
   Tunnels were found by the recon element 3-1 Inf., six miles south of Duc Pho.  Found were 10 
graves, three 60mm mortar rounds, one RPG found, two entrenching tools, and several canteens and 
helmets. 
   GENEVA PARK-No enemy kills were reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area yesterday. 
   In an area 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai, air strikes by 198th forward air control destroyed 22 
military structures and seven bunkers. 
 
                   HERE'S YOUR PAY AFTER JULY 1 
Pay Grade    Under 2    Over 2      Over 3        Over 4        Over 6 
                                OFFICERS 
 O-3          561.00      627.00     669.60        741.60        776.70 
 O-2          449.70      534.00     641.40        662.70        676.50 
 O-1          386.40      427.80     534.00        534.00        534.00 
                              WARRANT OFFICERS 
 W-4          571.20      612.90     612.90        627.00        655.20 
 W-3          519.30      563.40     563.40        570.30        577.20 
 W-2          454.80      491.70     491.70        506.10        534.00 
 W-1          378.90      434.70     434.70        470.70        491.70 
                                 ENLISTED 
 E-7          342.30      410.10     425.40        440.40        455.60 
 E-6          294.90      358.20     372.90        388.20        403.20 
 E-5          254.70      313.80     328.80        343.20        365.70 
 E-4          214.20      268.50     283.50        305.70        321.00 
 E-3          155.10      216.30     231.30        246.30        246.30 
 E-2          127.80      179.10     179.10        179.10        179.10 
 E-1          123.30      163.80     163.80        163.80        163.80 
*E-1          115.20 
 
(*Under 4 months) 
 



Vol. 3 No. 142 Thursday May 22, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 23 
Fair to partly cloudy, thunder showers over the mountains in late afternoon.  Winds blowing east 5-12 
knots gusts to 15 knots.      Temperature:    H 99   L 79 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Eleven NVA and 11 VC were killed and eight weapons, two crew-served, 
were captured in the Americal Division's southern I Corps yesterday. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. reported killing seven NVA and capturing six weapons in two 
separate contacts with enemy forces. 
   An NVA attack at a bridge, four and half miles north of Duc Pho was thwarted by Co. A, 1-20 Inf., as 
they accounted for six NVA killed and four weapons captured.   
   The bridge located between LZ Liz and Mo Duc was guarded by a squad of Co. A, when suddenly 
the still night air was cut with an enemy barrage of mortars. 
   The squad radioed to LZ Liz, one and half miles away, for aid as an NVA ground attack began. 
   As company reinforcements arrived by chopper, they were met with a hail of enemy small arms fire, 
but were able to coordinate a drive and push the NVA from the bridge, ruining enemy plans to close 
the bridge. 
   A search of the area found the six NVA killed in the battle and two AK-47 and two AK-50 rifles. 
   In other action Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed one NVA and captured an AK-47 rifle, 22 miles west of Duc Pho. 
   The company also found and destroyed five huts, one bunker, a mess hall, an aid station, and a 
command bunker. 
   Other 11th Bde. units were busy uncovering small caches. 
   Co. D, 4-3 Inf. found one AK-47 rifle, along with 15 Chicom grenades, one M-26 grenade, three 
bangalore torpedoes, three RPG rounds, 20 each of hammocks, gas masks, and canteens. 
   Five hundred pounds of rice was found by the recon element 1-20 Inf., two miles north of Duc Pho.  
They also found two M-14 mine, 10 time fuses, three M-16 magazines, and assorted clothing. 
   FREDERICK HILL--Nine VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. OZ yesterday.  Co. D, 4-31 Inf., while 
working in an area 14 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky engaged eight VC with small arms fire, killing five of 
the enemy. 
   F Trp., 8th Cav. engaged and killed two VC in separate contacts in an area 18 1/2 miles north-
northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Other 196th Bde. units killed two more VC in yesterdays action.  [A 4-31 Inf., had 1 VC KIA and 
 R 2-1 Inf had KIA and 1 detained] 
   GENEVA PARK--In the 198th Inf. Bde. area of operations four NVA and two VC were killed and two 
crew-served weapons captured. 
   After receiving enemy fire, H Trp., 17th Cav. returned the fire against an unknown size enemy force.  
A sweep of the area after the fight revealed four NVA dead, and one Russian made machinegun and 
a 60mm mortar complete and eight rounds for the mortar.  The action took place 10 miles northwest of 
Quang Ngai. 
   Air strikes in the same general area accounted for one VC killed as well as 10 bunkers and 22 
structures destroyed,  causing three secondary explosions and fires. 
   One other VC was killed in the Bde. OZ yesterday by Co. C, 1-6 Inf. 
 
   AMERICAL NEWS SHEET  
   MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding  
      MAJ Paul B. Parham, IO 
      SP5 Ed Conaway 
      PFC Terry Mack Co-editors 
      Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 
                 **** 
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, Americal Division, APO 96374, as 
an authorized Army publication.  Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the 
Department of the Army. 



Vol. 3 No. 144 Saturday May 24, 1969     MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 25 
Partly cloudy and warm with a few scattered showers & thunder showers over the area.  Winds will be 
southerly with gusts 5 to 10 knots.    Temperature:  H 100  L 80 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Fighting was light throughout the Americal Division's southern I Corps 
area yesterday, except in southern Quang Ngai Province, where "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. 
Bde. accounted for 17 of the 34 enemy killed and three of the four weapons captured. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN--After several days of only finding small caches, the "Jungle Warriors" yesterday 
found the enemy in nine contacts. 
   Along the coast, two miles northeast of Duc Pho, the recon element of 4-21 Inf. engaged and killed 
six VC and two NVA and captured an M-2 rifle. 
   Co. B, 4-3 Inf. near the Song De river, 14 miles west of Duc Pho, killed one VC hiding in a tunnel 
and captured a K-44 rifle. 
   Later the company discovered eight huts, 35 sleeping positions, one bunker and 700 pounds of rice. 
   An enemy medical relay station was closed down by Co. G, 75th Rangers, seven miles west of Duc 
Pho.  The NVA station lost its license to operate when the rangers came upon the hootch while 
searching a stream bed. 
   "We went to search the hootch and found a bunker beneath with two surprised NVA inside," said 
SP4 Ralph Cole (St. Louis). 
   After giving the NVA occupants a taste of M-16 medicine, a search of the area was made, 
uncovering a large amount of medical supplies and one K-44 rifle.   
   Other action in the brigade area found artillery pounding away at enemy positions, accounting for 
four more VC killed. 
   GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported one NVA, five VC killed and one weapon captured. 
   At 0410 hours yesterday morning, Co. C, 1-6 Inf. suddenly was hit by an unknown size enemy force.  
They took 15 RPG rounds and small arms fire then called in artillery to silence the enemy forces. 
   As daylight broke, a search team found three VC killed and captured an AK-50. 
   F Trp., 8th Cav. working in an area eight to ten miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai, engaged and 
killed two VC, captured an NVA soldier, and detained four VC suspects. 
   Eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai H Trp., 17th Cav. found the body of one NVA killed the day 
before. 
   A PSYOP team of 1-52 Inf. was dropping Chieu Hoi leaflets, when suddenly a Vietnamese was 
seen waving one of the leaflets at the chopper.  The Hoi Chanh wanted to rally and was picked up. 
   FREDERICK HILL--Three VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operations in one of the 
lightest days they have experienced for two weeks. 
   In rice paddies, 13 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed one VC trying to evade. 
   Near Hiep Duc, 24 miles west of Tam Ky Co. A, 4-31 Inf. accounted for the other two VC killed in the 
"Chargers" area yesterday. 
****    AWARDS OF SILVER STAR 
MAJ Virgil W. Oglesby - 3-1 Inf. 
CPT Reginal P. Fonten - 3-16 Arty. 
1LT Charles Curry - C trp., 1-1 Cav. 
1LT Mitchel E. Holroyd - 2-1 Inf. 
1LT Edward W. Marrs - 4-21 Inf. 
1LT Robert L. Unger - 3-21 Inf. 
CSM Arthur E. Carver - 11th Inf. Bde 
1st SGT Ralph C Lewis - 3-16 Arty 
SGT Ronald C. Bleazard - C Trp., 1-1 Cav. 
SGT Thomas L. Shahen - 4-21 Inf. 
CPL Leslid Powell Powell - 4-21 Inf. 
SP4 Sherman A Thomas - 4-21 Inf.  
SP4 Mithcel L Witte - 2-1 Inf. 
PFC Stanley C. Paige - 1-52 Inf. 
   AMERICAL HIGHLIGHT 
   On May 27, 1969 at 8:30 PM AFVN radio will present a thirty minute feature about the Americal 
Division.  TUNE IN 



Vol. 3 No. 146 Monday May 26, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 27 
Partly to mostly cloudy with showers and thunder showers in the afternoon.  The showers will be 
isolated along the coast and scattered over the mountains.   Temperature:    H 99   L  80 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Fighting in the Americal Division's southern I Corps area continued to be 
light yesterday, as nine NVA and five VC were killed and five weapons were captured. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN--In multiple small actions in the 11th Inf. Bde. area, "Jungle Warriors" accounted 
for all nine of the NVA killed and four of the weapons captured. 
   While working in an area eight miles south of Duc Pho, Co, A, 4-21 Inf. killed three NVA and 
captured an SKS, an AK-47, and one pistol, in day long operations. 
   They also reported finding blood trails and documents in the area. 
   Along the coast, two miles east of Duc Pho, Co. D, 3-1 Inf. killed two NVA, three miles south of Duc 
Pho, while Co. C, 1-20 Inf. found an M-1 carbine along Highway 1, three miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
  Co. B, 3-1 Inf. killed two NVA, three miles miles south of Duc Pho, while Co. C, 1-20 Inf. found an M-
1 carbine alonge Highway 1, three miles northwest of Duc Pho.  
  In talking of the combined sweep by E Trp., 1st Cav., and Co. B, 3-1 Inf. six miles southeast of Duc 
Pho, on Saturday which lasted into the night, 1LT Tony E. Barda (Matton, Ill.) E Trp. CO said, "They 
were on a search and clear mission when we encountered the reinforced NVA company, which was 
well dug in.  The tracks got on line and assaulted the enemy position, while being supported by the 
infantry unit." 
   FREDERICK HILL--Four VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operation yesterday, along 
with one weapon captured. 
   Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed one VC and captured a .30 caliber carbine, 18 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Elsewhere, Co. A, 4-31 Inf. and Co. C, 2-1 Inf. each killed one VC. 
   A. Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed one VC. 
   GENEVA PARK--One VC was killed by "Brave and Bold" soldiers in the 198th Inf. Bde. area. 
   Co. C, 5-46 Inf. killed the VC, 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   In other actions yesterday, air strikes destroyed three bunkers, 21 structures, and two automatic 
weapons positions, throughout the brigade area. 
**AMERICAL ACTION ON RADIO 
   On May 27, 1969 at 8:30 PM AFVN radio will present a thirty minute feature about the Americal 
Division.  TUNE IN 
 
      ARMY COMMENDATION WITH "V" 
SGT Floyd M. Danels - 3-1 Inf.                          SP4 Ronald Caballero - 3-1 Inf. 
PFC Thomas R. Diggs - 5-46 Inf.                       PFC Michael W. Fermoyle - 5-46 Inf. 
PFC Ronald E. Peetzke - 4-3 Inf.                        
      BRONZE STAR MEDAL WITH "V" 
1LT Charles S. Abell - HHC, Americal               SP4 Harold P. Tatem - 4-3 Inf. 
PFC Gerald J. Dinkle - 3-1 Inf.                           PFC Gerald O'Conner - 1-6 Inf. 
      SILVER STAR 
MAJ George R. Perkins - HHC, 11th Bde 



Vol. 3 No. 147 Tuesday May 27, 1969 
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST  May 28 
Partly to mostly cloudy with showers and thunder showers over mountains and isolated along the 
coast.  Winds 5 to 12 knots.     Temperature:  H 97   L 80   Humidity:  H 88%   L 55% 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Yesterday was another day of light scattered action throughout the 
Americal Division's southern I Corps area. 
   Units reported nine NVA and eight VC killed and four weapons captured. 
   FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported five NVA and four VC killed and two weapons 
captured in their area yesterday. 
   "We were so close to them that when I shot the first VC the round also hit another of them," said 
CPT John Whitticar (Salina, Kan.), describing action involving his company-D, 4-31 Inf., late Sunday 
night. 
   The company operating 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky found an isolated hootch while searching the 
area. 
   Moving cautiously forward, the unit observed four VC dart out from the hootch.  "We were almost on 
top of them when they bolted out," said the CO. 
   The GI's fired at the fleeting dark figures killing three. 
   Early Monday morning, the company added one more VC killed and captured an M-1 Carbine, 17 
miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Five NVA reported killed by artillery fire of Co. C, 3-21 Inf. were found by the 1-5 ARVN unit, six 
miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   One other U.S. carbine was found by Co. A, 2-1 Inf. yesterday in the 196th OZ. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN-"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for four NVA and one VC killed 
and two weapons captured. 
   Co. C, 4-21 Inf. killed one NVA six miles southwest of Duc Pho. 
   Later in the day the same company found another NVA killed by air strikes. 
   At 1700 hours the unit captured an NVA soldier.  According to SP4 Ronald M. Krieg (Plymouth, 
Mich.) of Bde. S-2, "Co. C, 4-21 Inf. found the NVA soldier hiding in a bunker, he was wounded by not 
seriously.  They also captured some documents." 
   In separate contacts, Co. B, 4-21 Inf. accounted for two NVA killed and one AK-47 and one AK-50 
rifles. 
   The contacts occurred two and half miles southwest and six miles southwest of Duc Pho. 
   At 1735 hours, Co. B, 3-1 Inf. killed one VC, seven miles southeast of Duc Pho. 
   GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported three VC killed in its area of operations yesterday. 
   The recon element of 1-52 Inf. observed seven VC moving along a trail, eight miles northwest of 
Quang Ngai. 
   Artillery was called in on the position.  Btry. D, 1-14 Arty. responded by firing the mission. 
   Another artillery mission was called by Co. C, 1-52 Inf. who had observed three VC evading into a 
hootch, 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai. 
   The search of the area revealed the hootch destroyed, blood trails and one NVA pack containing 
medical supplies. 
   Co. D, 5-46 Inf. received sniper fire from a village, eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai, the unit 
returned fire and swept through the village. 
   The VC had evaded, but the company found 20 tunnels 5 feet by 2 feet, which were destroyed. 
   One and half miles away, Co. A, 1-52 Inf. found a tunnel 35 meters long leading to a chamber with 
three to four fighting positions.  The complex was destroyed. 
   One VC suspect was detained by Co. C, 5-46 Inf. while Co. D, 1-6 Inf. detained 12 Vietnamese. 



Vol. 3 No. 148 Wednesday May 28, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 29 
Mostly to partly cloudy--winds will be westerly and blowing 5 to 10 knots   Temperature: H 93 L 77 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--The 27th anniversary of the Americal Division yesterday, found division 
troops making small singular contacts with the enemy. 
   A total of 52 NVA and 12 VC were killed and nine weapons, one crew-served captured. 
   FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported 27 NVA and four VC killed in its area of operations. 
   Co. C, 3-21 Inf. uncovered the bodies of 21 NVA killed by small arms fire and air strikes, six miles 
southwest of Tam Ky. 
   In the same location the company killed one VC trying to evade. 
   Meanwhile, Co. A, 2-1 Inf. found the bodies of six more NVA killed by air strikes in the same area. 
   In separate actions, Co. B, 2-1 Inf., F Trp., 8th Cav., and D Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. each accounted 
for one VC killed. 
   LAMAR PLAIN--The 1st Bde., 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile), originally part of the Americal 
Division Task Force Oregon, has returned to the Americal fold after an 18 month absence. 
   Under operational control of the Americal Division, the 1st Bde., 101st Airborne is working 
reconnaissance in force missions in the mountainous jungle terrain surrounding LZ Professional, five 
miles southeast of Tien Phuoc. 
   In operation Lamar Plain, the brigade is making sweeps of the area to dig out what is believed to be 
an NVA regiment holed up in the rough terrain. 
   Since units of the "Screaming Eagles" began working with the Americal's 1-46 Inf. they have 
accounted for 100 NVA and 34 VC killed and 43 weapons captured. 
   In action yesterday 18 NVA were killed and two weapons captured. 
   Americal troops of Co. A, 1-46 Inf. accounted for seven NVA killed in an area six to eight miles 
southeast of Tien Phuoc. 
   In four separate contacts, B Trp., 2nd Sqdn., 17th Cav. killed seven NVA nine miles southeast of 
Tien Phuoc. 
   The bodies of four NVA were found by Co. D, 1-501 In., four miles south-east of Tien Phuoc.  The 
enemy had been killed by artillery. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. reported seven NVA and six VC killed and six weapons, one 
crew-served captured, in wide spread small contacts. 
   The largest contact was made by Co. A, 4-21 Inf. eight miles south of Duc Pho.  Receiving heavy 
small arms fire and company returned fire killing five NVA and capturing two AK-47 rifles. 
   Co. B, 3-1 Inf. accounted for five VC killed, in as many contacts, in an area nine miles southeast of 
Duc Pho. 
   Other action in the area accounted for two more NVA and one VC, as well as three AK-47 rifles and 
one Chicom machinegun. 
   GENEVA PARK--In very light action yesterday, two VC were killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area. 
   A "Blue Ghost" light observation helicopter of F Trp., 8th Cav., flown by WO1 William T. Martin (Lake 
Charles, La.) was shot down by two VC, 12 miles north-northeast of Quang Ngai. 
   Once the craft landed, WO1 Martin got revenge by killing the two VC with his pistol.  The crew was 
unharmed and the ship was extracted. 
  
   Yesterday marked the 27th anniversary of the Army's only named division, the Americal. 
   MG Gettys paid tribute to Americal soldiers, past and present. 
   "Your predecessors, wearing the patch of the Southern Cross, fought valiantly across the rugged Pacific islands 
to victory in World War II.  You are fighting in equally difficult terrain against a new enemy of freedom.  You are 
making a brilliant impression on the pages of history." 
 
   Have a problem?  Nobody cares? Write to your Congressman.  Right? Wrong! 
   It takes three times as long to have your problem solved. Talk it over with your CO, and use the chain of 
command.  You'll find that your problem will be solved faster. 
   People really do care.  Give it a try. 
 
   REMEMBER WEAPONS SAFETY 



Vol. 3 No. 149 Thursday May 29, 1969     MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 30 
Mostly to partly cloudy with winds blowing easterly this afternoon 5 to 10 knots.  In the evening light 
and variable.   Temperature:   H 93    L 77     Humidity:      H 95%   L 55% 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--From the sandy beaches touching the South China Sea across the 
coastal lowland of continuous rice paddies to foothills and mountain slopes, Americal Division soldiers 
made 21 contacts with enemy forces yesterday, resulting in nine NVA and 20 VC killed. 
   As has been the case for some time now, contact has been light and scattered throughout the large 
southern I Corps area. 
  GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported three NVA and 11 VC killed and three weapons 
captured in action yesterday. 
   In the lowlands surrounding Quang Ngai, F Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for five VC killed and broke up 
a possible party in doing so. 
   When the "Blue Ghost" gunships observed activity near a structure, 12 miles northwest of Quang 
Ngai, they went down for a closer look, which revealed a gathering of 20 to 30 VC. 
   If it was a party of just a gathering of the clan, the gunships quickly halted the festivities. 
   Riddling the structure with her miniguns, the building was quickly vacated by the scattering VC, 
leaving two dead VC behind.   
   The other three "Blue Ghost" kills came from individual engagements in the same general area. 
   Shortly after midnight, members of Co. D, 1-52 Inf. heard movement around their perimeter defense. 
   Illumination revealed four NVA to the front. 
   The "Ready Rifles" engaged the intruders, killing three and capturing three 9mm pistols. 
   Seven miles southwest of Quang Ngai, Co. A, 1-52 Inf. engaged five VC with small arms fire, killing 
three of the enemy. 
   Three other VC were killed in the 198th BDE, OZ as well as four VC suspects detained. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN--"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for three NVA and three VC 
killed and two weapons captured. 
   In operations seven miles southwest of Duc Pho, Co. B, 4-21 Inf. killed one VC and captured an AK-
47 rifle. 
  In the same area, Co. D. 3-1 Inf. accounted for another VC killed. 
   Eight miles west of Duc Pho, in the foothills, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. engaged four NVA with small arms fire. 
   The fight continued until the NVA broke contact, leaving behind one NVA killed and an AK-47 rifle. 
   The command and control ship of the 4-21 Inf. while searching an area seven miles south of Duc 
Pho, observed one NVA killed by artillery. 
   In other action, two more VC were killed in the 11th Bde. area. 
   FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for six VC killed and one weapon captured. 
   In the only contact of any size yesterday, the recon element of 4-31 Inf. engaged five VC, 29 miles 
west of Tam Ky. 
   Two VC were killed in the engagement, fought in the triple-canopy jungle. 
   The other contacts in the brigade OZ all were engagements of one VC. 
LAMAR PLAIN -Action was reduced in the area near Tien Phuoc yesterday, as units of the 1st Bde., 
101st Airborne Division accounted for three NVA killed. 
 
DON'T ACCIDENTLY KILL AN AMERICAN GI WITH A SO CALLED "EMPTY WEAPON". 
 
AWARD OF BRONZE STAR WITH "V" 
SFC William B. Dellinger - 1-1 Cav.                 SP4 Gerald C. Daley - 2-1 Inf. 
PFC Edward Marchinkoski - 3-1 Inf.                PFC Russell E. Wells - 1-82 Arty. 
 



Vol. 3 No. 152 Sunday June 1, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST June 1 

Mostly cloudy throughout the day, increasing cloudiness in the evening.  Showers and/or thunder showers.  Fog 

with a low ceiling over valleys.   Temperature: H 92  L 77   Humidity: H 95% L 55% 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action erupted in southern I Corps yesterday as Americal units killed 40 NVA and 45 VC 

and captured six weapons, two crew-served. 

   IRON MOUNTAIN- The 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for 28 NVA and one VC killed and six weapons, two crew-served captured. 

   A fierce day long battle erupted when units of the 1-20 Inf. and E Trp., 1st Cav. battled an unknown size enemy force, two miles 

north of Duc Pho near highway 1. 

   Twenty-eight NVA were killed and one .30 caliber machinegun, one 82mm mortar, and four AK-47 rifles were captured. 

   The initial contact was made by Co. C, 1-20 Inf., 1LT Frank Jacobs (Phoenix, Ariz.) the company's FO described what 

happened, "We were moving up the river bordering some rice paddies, then veered north, just as we had done for the past two 

days.  We began to move towards thick vegetation near some grave mounds when all of a sudden all hell broke loose." 

   "They were throwing heavy automatic weapons fire at us, plus grenades, RPGs and 60mm mortar rounds," said 1LT Jacobs, 

"the hot action made it difficult for dustoffs to get into the area."  

   The company pinned down by the NVA force, radioed for aid while the men of Co. C held their ground. 

   SP4 Gary McCann (Mexico, Mo.), a medic with the company related one of the acts of bravery on the part of a GI.  "One man 

ran 60 meters to the front, through a hail of fire to pick up a wounded soldier, he also carried ammo to various positions and held 

up a bottle of blood expander for a wounded buddy, when all you could hear was bullets and grenades exploding nearby." 

   The soldier was later identified as SP4 Walter Herndon (Livonia, Mich.), who modestly passed it off.  "They are all buddies of 

mine.  They'd do it for me and I'd do it for them again." 

   As action mounted, APCs of E Trp., 1st Cav. moved in to help, while Co. D, 1-20 Inf. was combat assaulted to the area. 

   SP4 John Rosebrook (Marysville, Ohio), a rifleman with Co. D, recalled what took place.  "We were combat assaulted north of 

some church ruins and moved on line with the tracks in front.  The tracks drew heavy fire and it was slow moving, but we 

managed to sweep through the area and force the enemy from their fortified positions." 

   The contact continued into darkness while heavy rains pounded the blood-stained area. 

   Co. D, 3-1 Inf. accounted for the one VC killed in the 11th Bde. OZ, seven miles southeast of Duc Pho. 

   GENEVA PARK--Six NVA and 37 VC were killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area yesterday. 

   Gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. relentlessly hunted enemy soldiers in a wide area, six miles northwest to 10 miles west of Quang 

Ngai. 

   In 12 contacts, the ships accounted for three NVA and 26 VC killed. 

   Co. C, 1-52 Inf. engaged three VC, five miles northwest of Quang Ngai, killing one. 

   One mile north they found the bodies of five VC killed by artillery fire. 

   Later the company observed 20 VC moving through the same area.  D Btry., 1-14 Arty. fired the mission, killing five of the 

enemy. 

   Ten miles west of Quang Ngai, the 3rd plt., Co. B, 1-52 Inf. engaged three NVA in a foxhole with hand grenades, killing them. 

   FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported seven VC killed yesterday.     The recon element of 2-1 Inf. killed four 

VC from a group of 23 that they engaged, 19 miles west of Tam Ky. 

   Two miles away, Co. B, 2-1 Inf. accounted for two VC killed, while Co. D 3-21 Inf. recorded one kill, 12 miles west of 

Tam Ky. 

   LAMAR PLAIN- Six NVA were killed by Co. D, 1-501 Inf., 11 miles southwest of Tam Ky.  The unit had received small arms 

fire.  Artillery was called in on the enemy positions, silencing them. 

   The Americal Division's 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. welcomed LTC John H. Dure III (Medford, Mass.) as its new commander in a brief 

ceremony at Hawk Hill yesterday. 

   LTC Dure, who replaces LTC Philip L. Bolte, served as commandant of the Americal Combat Center before assuming 

command of the "Dragoons". 

  The past week began with small and scattered action throughout the division area. 

   An increase in enemy killed was noted on Tuesday, due mainly to effective air strikes, then another three days of light action 

prevailed before heavy contact was made Saturday. 

   Totals for the week found 138 NVA and 101 VC killed, and 39 weapons, three crew-served captured. 

   Co. C, 3-21 Inf., 196th Inf. Bde. uncovered the bodies of 21 NVA, Tuesday, killed by small arms fire and air strikes, six miles 

southwest of Tam Ky. 

   Meanwhile, Co. A, 2-1 Inf. found the bodies of six more NVA killed by air strikes in the same area. 

   In operation Lamar Plain, 18 NVA were killed, Tuesday, by combined Americal and 1st Bde., 101st Airborne Division units. 

   On Thursday, Co. A, 1-52 Inf., 198th Inf. Bde. captured one NVA soldier and a total of six tons of rice in a village, six miles 

north of Quang Ngai. 



 

MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, Commanding 



Vol. 3 No. 153 Monday June 2, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST June 3 

Partly cloudy with light variable winds in the morning.  Winds easterly 5-15 knots in the afternoon. 

Temperature:    H 95   L 78 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

  THE AMERICAL DIVISION WELCOMED MAJOR GENERAL LLOYD B. RAMSEY AS ITS 

COMMANDER YESTERDAY REPLACING MG CHARLES M. GETTYS. 

   The ceremony was witnessed by some 30 general officers, including Lieutenant General Frank T. 

Mildren, USARV Deputy Commander, and LTG Herman Nickerson Jr., Commander of the Third 

Marine Amphibious force. 

   Also in attendance at the ceremony were LTG Richard G. Stillwell, commander of XXIV Corps, and 

LTG Hoang Xuan Lam, ARVN I Corps commander. 

   Accepting the division colors form CSM James Meade, MG Ramsey said, "No greater honor can be 

bestowed on anyone than to have the privilege of leading a division in combat.  I pledge to continue 

the outstanding work done in the past by MG Gettys and the Americal Division." 

   MG Ramsey, a native of Somerset, Ky., and a 1940 graduate of the University of Kentucky, served 

as deputy commander of the 1st Logistical Command in Long Binh before his assignment to the 

Americal. 

   Before coming to Vietnam, the WWII combat veteran served as Chief of Staff, Headquarters, Third 

U.S. Army, Fort McPherson, Ga. 

   MG Gettys is returning to the States where he will serve as Director of Individual Training at the 

Pentagon. 

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Following the heavy contacts made Saturday by units of the Americal 

Division, yesterday was relatively calm as 18 NVA and eight VC were killed and three weapons 

captured throughout southern I Corps. 

   FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for 10 NVA and two VC killed and one weapon 

captured. 

   At 1200 hours, the bodies of six NVA were found, seven miles north of Tam Ky.  Later in the day the 

unit found three NVA killed by small arms fire and captured an AK-47 rifle. 

   Co. B, 2-1 Inf. killed two VC in triple canopy jungle, 12 miles west of Tam Ky. 

   F Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for one NVA killed in the only other contact, eight miles north of Tam Ky. 

   GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for five NVA and two VC killed in the brigade area 

yesterday. 

   A change in operational tactics used by gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. and units of the 1-52 Inf. on 

Saturday were again employed yesterday. 

   Gunships were now transporting the 1-52 Inf. and a barrage of support fire came from the gunnies 

like a city of sky lights. 

   This was the first time the 1-52 had the mobility, the air-to-ground supporting fire, and the ability to 

over-leap obstacles such as boobytraps and rough terrain. 

   The Kangaroo Jumps" enabled the infantrymen to move quickly into an area and flush the enemy 

out, while gunships hovered over the area, ready to strike. 

   The tactics used had accounted for 44 enemy killed Saturday, 10 miles west of Quang Ngai.  

Yesterday's totals were five NVA and two VC killed in the same area. 

   LAMAR PLAIN--Two NVA and four VC were killed and one weapon captured in operations 

yesterday. 

   Co. B, 1-501 Inf. found the bodies of two NVA, 12 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky.  Later in the 

same area they engaged and killed one VC and captured an M-72 LAW. 

   Co. B, 1-46 Inf., 12 miles southwest of Tam Ky, observed seven VC.  Artillery was directed on the 

position killing three VC. 

   IRON MOUNTAIN--One more enemy killed and one weapon were added to Saturday's total in the 

battle, two miles north of Duc Pho. 

   Co. C, 1-20 Inf. in a follow up sweep of the battlefield found another NVA to be added to the 

confirmed total of 28 NVA killed in the previous day's action. 

   The unit also found an AK-50 rifle in the area where the "Ready Rifles" were challenged by what is 

believed to part of the 3rd NVA Div.  



Vol. 3 No. 156 Thursday June 5, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST June 6 

Partly cloudy with afternoon showers.   Winds along the coast will be easterly 8 to 10 knots, and gusting to 18 in 

afternoon.    Temperature: H 97  L 79       Humidity: H 90% L 50% 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Increased action resulted in 33 NVA and 37 VC killed and eight weapons, two crew-served 

captured. 

   IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for 30 NVA and five VC killed and seven of the weapons captured. 

   In two delayed reports, Co. D, 4-3 Inf. and Co. C, 1-20 Inf. working in an area four miles northwest of Duc Pho, accounted for 

13 NVA killed and captured a 57mm recoilless rifle and one M-16. 

   Shortly after 0900 hours, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. engaged and killed three NVA in the mountains 10 miles west of Duc Pho.  Captured in 

the fight was one AK-47 and one AK-50 rifle. 

   The 2nd plt. of Co. D, 3-1 Inf. working with a platoon from E Trp., 17th Cav. engaged an unknown size enemy force shortly 

before noon. 

   Contact continued throughout the day as the Americal soldiers fought the NVA, entrenched in spider holes and bunkers along 

a hedgerow, seven miles southeast of Duc Pho. 

   Six NVA had thus far been reported killed in the battle as well as one RPG launcher and two AK-47 rifles captured. 

   Later in the day, other elements of Co. D, 3-1 Inf. accounted for four VC killed along the coast, eight miles southeast of Duc 

Pho near the village of Chi Trung. 

   "Warlords" of the 123rd Avn. Bn. accounted for six NVA killed in two contacts, six to seven miles southeast of Duc Pho. 

   Co. B, 4-3 Inf. accounted for two NVA and one VC, 11 miles west of Duc Pho. 

   FREDERICK HILL--Twenty-one VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area yesterday. 

   F Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for 16 of the VC killed in the day's action. 

   The "Blue Ghosts" dueled with and won engagements with the VC continually through the day, in an area eight to ten miles 

southwest of Tam Ky. 

   Another four VC were killed by Co. C, 3-21 Inf. in the same area. 

   Artillery accounted for the other VC killed, when a bunker was fired upon and destroyed, 10 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 

   Two NVA were found, killed by small arms fire, by C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., six miles southeast of Tam Ky. 

    GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. tallied 11 VC killed in three encounters yesterday. 

   The 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. engaged 15 VC, killing six, 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai, while one mile away they struck again 

and killed four VC. 

   The other kill was reported by Co. C, 1-6 Inf. at 0520 hours, when one VC was killed, six miles west of Chu Lai. 

   LAMAR PLAIN--One NVA was killed and an AK-47 rifle captured by Co. D, 1-501 Inf., 1st Bde., 101st Airborne Division 

yesterday, eight miles southwest of Tam Ky. 

         AWARDS          SILVER STAR 

MAJ Don L. Bartley - HHC, 196th Bde.          1LT Patrick J. Mackey - 1-1 Cav. 

1LT Kenneth A. Zilke - 6-11 Arty.                   CW2 Valentine Royal - 251st Radar Det. 

SFC Charles E Broadhead - 2-1 Inf. 

          DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 

LTC Donald F. Hanson - 4-21 Inf.                      BRONZE STAR WITH "V" DEVICE 

1LT Darrell W. Huck - 3-16 Arty.                       MSG Joseph L. Thompson - 3-82 Arty. 

   ARCOM WITH "V" DEVICE 

FSG James D. Dresser - 5-46 Inf.                     SGT Paul V. Sloan - 5-46 

PFC Richard D. Hayden - 2-1 Inf.          PFC James A . Kaiser - 2-1 Inf. 

   THE 196th LIGHT INFANTRY BRIGADE 

   The 196th "Charger" Infantry Brigade was the first outfit in the U.S. Army do be designated as a "light infantry Brigade." 

Activated September 15, 1965, at Ft. Devens, Mass., it was organized as a highly mobile, quick reaction force, capable of 

independent, sustained operations against guerilla-type forces. 

   The Chargers were the first fighting soldiers to arrive at Chu Lai for Task Force Oregon.  They immediately set out on search 

and destroy operations around the base camp and airfield, and have been fighting ever since. 

     CASUALTY STATISTICS 

   Seventy percent of all hospital admissions to U.S. Military Hospitals in Vietnam are due to DISEASE--NOT WOUNDS. 



Vol. 3 No. 158 Saturday June 7, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST - June 8 

Mostly cloudy with late afternoon showers.  Variable winds 5-10 knots 

Temperature: H 97  L 75    Humidity: H 93% L 50% 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--UNITS OF THE AMERICAL DIVISION KILLED 20 NVA AND 19 VC, 

AND CAPTURED SIX WEAPONS, ONE CREW SERVED, IN LIGHT ACTION IN SOUTHERN I 

CORPS YESTERDAY. 

   GENEVA PARK -- Ten NVA and one VC were killed and one weapon captured in the 198th Inf. Bde. 

area. 

   An element of Co. A, 1-52 Inf. killed five NVA in a pre-dawn patrol, 10 miles northwest of Quang 

Ngai.  One M-20 pistol and an RPG round were captured in the action. 

   Btry, A, 3-18 Arty, drew a bead on a group of NVA, 13 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai. 

   When the smoke cleared, five NVA had met their fate at the hands of the artillery. 

   A forward Air Control directed air strikes against enemy forces, 15 miles west-northwest of Quang 

Ngai. 

   Elements of the 1-52 Inf. upon checking the cratered area found one VC killed. 

   Another air strike in the same general area destroyed a bridge built by NVA for supply purposes. 

   IRON MOUNTAIN - In action involving the 11th Inf. Bde. yesterday, seven NVA and one VC were 

killed, one weapon was captured.  Near the Ve River, 14 miles northwest of Duc Pho, Co. B, 4-3 Inf. 

killed one NVA soldier at 0950 hours. 

   At noon the "Old Guard" unit accounted for a VC killed in the same area. 

   From the skies over southern Quang Ngai Province came "Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn Bn. and 

the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. striking for five NVA killed. 

   At 0800 hours, the "Aero Scouts" killed three of the NVA, 16 miles north-west of Duc Pho. 

   Later in the morning "Shark" gunships of the 174th were credited with two NVA killed. 

   Co. D, 1-20 Inf. added another NVA to the tally, as they killed one, five miles northwest of Duc Pho. 

   Co. B, 3-1 Inf. found one NVA cadre hiding near caves along the coast. 

   First LT Terry Foulks (Great Falls, Mont.), brigade S-2 Officer said, "The company was sent to 

investigate a natural complex of caves along the beach, 11 miles southeast of Duc Pho." 

   "About 50 meters from the caves we found an NvA cadre hiding among the rocks in the shallows 

along the beach.  Apparently the NVA, armored with an AK-47 rifle, had been hiding in the cave since 

last night." 

   The enemy soldier gave no resistance to the Americal soldiers.    

    FREDERICK HILL-- Units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 17 VC and captured two weapons in 

encounters yesterday. 

   F Trp., 8th Cav. continued to terrorize the enemy as they struck six times with deadly accuracy 

yesterday, to account for nine VC killed. 

   Since Sunday the 'dynamic duo' of LOH's and Cobra gunships of F Trp. have zeroed in on 63 

enemy soldiers. 

   Co. C, 3-21 Inf. accounted for four VC killed, 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 

   Elsewhere, Co. A, 4-31 Inf. rubbed out three VC, 22 miles west of Tam Ky. 

   Another VC was killed by Co. D, 4-31 Inf., while two weapons, an AK-50 and a M-2 carbine were 

found by Co. C, 2-1 Inf. 

LAMAR PLAIN -- THREE NVA were killed and one weapon captured and another destroyed by 

combined Americal and 101st Airborne Division soldiers. 

   Co. A, 1-502 Inf., 1st Bde., 101st Airborne Division killed one NVA and captured an SKS rifle, 12 

miles southwest of Tam Ky. 

   Later in the day, Co. D, 1-502 Inf. 11 miles south of Tam Ky, added another NVA killed. 

   Co. B, 1-46 Inf. found the body of an NVA soldier, to add to the day's total. 

   In other action a unit of the 101st destroyed an automatic weapons position nine miles southwest of 

Tam Ky. 

THE 11TH LIGHT INFANTRY BRIGADE 

   The 11th Inf. Bde,'s "Jungle Warriors" sailed into qui Nhon in mid-December 1967 after extensive training at the 

Army's Jungle and Guerrilla Warfare Center in Hawaii to become the newest fighting force in the Americal 

Division. 

   The brigade dates back to WWI, where it served as a part of the 6th Infantry Division in France. 



Vol. 3 No. 164 Friday June 13, 1969   MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST June 14 

Partly cloudy with isolated showers over the mountains and along the coast.  Winds from the southeast 10 to 15 

knots.  Temperature: H 91  L 70 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units killed 21 NVA and 25 VC and captured four weapons 

yesterday. 

   One crew-served weapon was destroyed. 

    FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported killing one NVA and 14 VC and captured two weapons. 

   Co. B, 2-1 Inf. zapped seven VC in four meetings with "Charlie", 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 

   Meanwhile "Gimlets" of the 3-21 Inf. contributed four VC to the cause, as well as capturing one M-16 and one 

French MAT-49 9mm submachinegun, in operations west of Tam Ky. 

   One NVA body was found by recon 3-21 Inf. 11 miles west of Tam Ky. 

   Twenty-four miles west of Tam Ky, Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed two VC, while a sister company A blasted one other 

VC. 

   A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed one VC and found the bodies of five more VC killed by air strikes, 16 miles 

northwest of Tam Ky. 

C and D Trp. each added one VC killed in the days total. 

  IRON MOUNTAIN--Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. tallied 13 NVA and two VC killed and captured two weapons and 

destroyed one. 

  "Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn. Bn. shot down six NVA and two VC in three widespread encounters in southern 

Quang Ngai Province. 

  They also destroyed an 82mm mortar and its position. 

   Co. D, 3-1 Inf killed five NVA and captured on AK-47 and one AK-50 in a battle with NVA forces five miles south 

of Duc Pho NVA forces five miles south of Duc Pho. 

   Speaking of the action, SP4 Francis Ryan (Brockton, Mass) said, "Our company was combat assaulted into the 

area early in the morning.  We began our routine combat sweep of the area when we spotted the NVA to our front.  

Engaging them, we killed five and captured two weapons." 

   At 1130 hours, Co. D, 4-3 Inf. engaged three NVA killing two, 12 mile south Duc Pho. 

   Co. A, 4-3 Inf. found an enemy basecamp, 10 miles south of Duc Pho. 

   The "Old Guard" found 300 pounds of rice in the camp, which was destroyed. 

   GENEVA PARK--No enemy kills were reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area yesterday. 

   Co. B 1-6 Inf. found two 2.75 rockets, one booby trapped 60mm round and two tunnels two feet by two feet by 

six feet, 10 miles west of Chu Lai. 

   Less than an hour later, the unit found a structure with another tunnel all were destroyed. 

   Two infantrymen of the 198th Inf. Bde's 1-52 Inf. were presented the  

Silver Star by Americal Division assistant commander BG Wallace L. Clement in ceremonies at LZ Stinson, 

Thursday. 

   BG Clements awarded the nation's third highest decoration to SP4 Stanley C. Paige (Wilmotte, Ill.) of Co. C and 

SGT Phillip G. Savoy (San Antonio) of Co. D. 

   SGT Savoy, son of a retired Army Chief Warrant Officer, took command of an infantry company after his 

commander was pinned down by a recent enemy assault. 

   Despite fragmentation wounds, Savoy continued to call in artillery and air strikes forcing the enemy to withdraw. 

   Paige was credited with laying down a heavy volume of fire after the patrol of which he was a member was 

caught out in the open enabling other members of the patrol to take cover. 

   Paige suffered fragmentation wounds in the initial encounter.  He then rallied a force which routed the enemy 

from their positions, making it possible for helicopters to land and evacuate the wounded men. 

   LAMAR PLAIN- Co. C, 1-46 Inf. saw most of the action in the operational area shared with the 1st Bde., 101st 

Airborne Division. 

   A total of seven NVA and one VC met their fate in the encounters, centered about 10 miles southwest of Tam 

Ky. 

   Co. C, 1-46 Inf. killed five NVA in three encounters, while the command and control helicopter of 1-46 killed one 

VC four miles further south. 

   Two NVA were added to the total by Co. C, 1-501 Inf. 



Vol. 3 No. 165 Saturday June 14, 1969  CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST June 14 

Partly cloudy to mostly cloudy Winds from the northeast at 5 to 10 knots 

Temp   H 96    L 80 Hum    H 90    L 50 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action in southern I Corps yesterday netted 40 NVA and 27 VC killed and 10 

weapons captured. 

   IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. killed 16 NVA and one VC and captured five weapons. 

   While conducting a search and clear mission nine miles southeast of Duc Pho, in an area of rolling hills covered 

with hedgerows, Co. A, 4-3 Inf. turned an NVA ambush into a rout. 

   The company was moving along slowly when suddenly hit by a hail of automatic weapons and RPG fire. 

   The quick reactions by the infantry men stunned the enemy ambushers, who broke contact with the "Jungle 

Warriors" and fled leaving the bodies of five NVA slain in the action and four AK-47 rifles behind. 

   The Americal soldiers quickly reorganized and pursued the fleeing NVA. 

   In a second duel with the NVA, once again Co. A prevailed, this time killing 11 more enemy soldiers and 

capturing one M-79. 

   The lone VC was killed by "Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn. Bn., two miles north of Duc Pho. 

    LAMAR PLAIN--For the second straight day, a unit of the 1-46 Inf. saw heavy action as 14 NVA and three VC 

were killed and three weapons captured. 

   Co B, 1-46 Inf., working in the dense mountain jungles, 10 mile southwest of Tam Ky, killed five NVA at 0800 

hours. 

   Two hours later, seven more NVA were downed by Co. B. 

   B Trp., 2nd Sqdn., 17th Cav. eliminated three VC and one NVA in three encounters, 12 and 15 miles southwest 

of Tam Ky. 

   Co. A 1-502, Inf. of the 1st Bde., 101st Airborne Division killed on NVA and captured an M-1 rifle and one pistol 

in action 18 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 

   While Co. B, 1-502 Inf. found one SKS rifle two miles away. 

   FREDERICK HILL--196th Inf. Bde. troopers killed seven NVA and 22 VC and captured one weapon in 

widespread encounters with enemy forces. 

   Co. B, 2-1 Inf. in four encounters zeroed in an killed eight VC in an area 15 to 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 

   Units of the 3-21 Inf. accounted for six NVA and one VC killed and one AK-47 rifle captured. 

   Also F Trp., 8th Cav. permanently stopped the soldiering of four VC. 

   Ten more enemy soldiers fought their last battle yesterday, as other 196th brigade units made small contacts 

west and northwest of Tam Ky.  [Historian Note: There were at least 3 VC KIAs for D 4/31 reported] 

    C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav blasted one VC, while the Cavalry unit was operating five miles west-northwest of 

Tam Ky. 

   GENEVA PARK--Three NVA and five VC were killed and one weapon captured in the 198th Inf. Bde. area. 

   While checking an area 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, in the coastal lowlands, for results of an artillery fire 

mission, Air Force CPT Vernon D. Nutter (Syracuse, N.Y.) a 198th Bde forward air control (FAC) pilot spotted 

enemy activity on the ground. 

   "I saw 14-16 VC digging tunnels.  About this time I was called by a group of F-100's asking if I had a mission for 

them." 

   "I directed them to the position.  As they made their pass, the VC tried to evade but five of them were killed." 

   Co. A, 1-52 Inf. and the 3rd Plt. of H Trp., 17th Cav. found three NVA and one AK-47 rifle, eight miles northwest 

of Quang Ngai. 

   In two airstrikes late yesterday, seven miles northwest of Quang Ngai, directed by 198th brigade FAC's, 27 

structures and five bunkers were destroyed. 

    SAVED HIS LIFE: GET THE PICTURE 

   A correspondent of the 11th Bde. Information Office possibly had his life spared, when an enemy bullet struck 

his camera hung around his neck. 

   SP4 Rick Soehngen (Levittown, N.Y.) was helping load a wounded soldier of Co. D, 4-21 Inf. on a chopper, 

"when we came under AK rifle fire.  I turned to my left, in the direction of the fire when suddenly that round hit my 

camera.  The camera was a total loss, but the round went no further." 



Vol. 3 No. 166 June 15, 1969      CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST June 16 

Partly to mostly cloudy clearing in the afternoon.  Winds from the northeast along the coast 5 to 10 knots    Temp      H 96  L 80      

Hum       H 90  L 50  

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--In action involving Americal Division soldiers yesterday, 29 NVA and 19 VC were 

killed and five weapons captured. 

   IRON MOUNTAIN--Again yesterday the heaviest action was in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operations in southern 

Quang Ngai Province. 

   Co. A, 4-21 Inf. engaged a large group of NVA soldiers, 11 miles southwest of Duc Pho. 

   With assistance from artillery and airstrikes 13 NVA were killed in the engagement. 

   In a delayed report, Co. D, 4-21 Inf. killed four NVA, nine miles southwest of Duc Pho. 

   Later in the day in the same area, the "Gimlets" found four NVA killed by recent air strikes. 

   "Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn. Bn. killed one VC, 15 miles north of Duc Pho. 

   One NVA killed by a detonated claymore mine was found by Co. A, 3-1 Inf. at 0635 hours, seven miles south of 

Duc Pho. 

   FREDERICK HILL-Units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed six NVA and four VC and captured three weapons. 

   Co. D, 3-21 Inf. made contact with an unknown size enemy force, 12 miles west of Tam Ky. 

   The "Gimlets" eliminated six of the NVA soldiers and captured two AK-47 rifles and one M-79. 

   Early in the morning, Co. D, 2-1 Inf. killed three VC, 10 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. 

   Co. G (Rangers), 75th Inf. killed one VC, 17 miles southwest of Tam Ky for the only other kill. 

   GENEVA PARK--Airstrikes directed by 198th brigade forward air control accounted for 14 VC killed, while one 

NVA body was found. 

   One airstrike resulted in nine VC killed, 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, while five more VC were killed, 11 

miles north of Quang Ngai. 

   The strikes destroyed 25 structures and five bunkers. 

   Co. A, 1-52 Inf. found the body of one NVA, seven miles northwest  of Quang Ngai. 

   While searching five miles north of Quang Ngai for results of artillery ire Co. B, 5-46 Inf. picked up one RPD 

machinegun. 

   In a ceremony at LZ gator, SGT Edward E. Floyd (Morrsitown, Ind.) of Co. B, 5-46 Inf. was presented the Silver 

Star for Gallantry by Col Jere D. Whittington, 198th Bde. commander. 

   SGT Floyd was cited for maneuvering through an enemy mine field to rescue a number of injured soldiers, after 

the company had come under heavy fire. 

   Although he had been wounded, he gave medical aid to his more seriously wounded comrades. 

   When the company came under heavy fire from the rear, SGT Floyd directed the squad's return fire and then 

helped carry the wounded to safety. 

   At the same ceremonies, one Bronze Star and nine Army Commendation Medals, all for valor were presented. 

    LAMAR PLAIN--Co. A 1-503 Inf. found two SKS rifles, 17 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 

  

   Enemy activity increased last week as Americal Division units killed 356 NVA and 166  VC and captured 90 

weapons, 20 crew-served. 

   Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. encountered the most action during the week.  The "Jungle Warriors" killed 222 

enemy soldiers and captured 48 weapons. 

                           MALARIA MESSAGE 

This statement was made by a soldier of the 2-1 Inf. who has malaria: 

   "What is it like to have malaria?  Well Pal, I tell you the truth, I had it more than once and I wouldn't wish it on the worst of my 

enemies.  You feel like you are losing your strength; from one day to another just the effort to stand up and get your gear on 

causes you to feel dizzy, and the muscles of your arms and legs ache, not like a ñcharlie horseò in your calf, but like the dull 

constant pain you feel in your arms and legs after swimming for 10-15 minutes in a pool, but the ache don't go away by resting; 

and then all of a sudden you feel your temperature going up, your eyes get blurry and it feels like somebody hit you with a 

hammer on the head.  You get chills and feel cold regardless of how many blankets you use.  This cold stays like this for three or 

four hours, then you start sweating like crazy, and when it is all over you are so tired  and exhausted that you can't stand up, no 

matter how much you wanted to.  This goes on every day, your fever can go as high as 106.  Besides, you don't feel hungry at 

all, have vomiting and cramps in the belly and also the runs too.  And the Doc says this can happen to me at any time in the 

future - when I want to go on a vacation, or on the job, or any time.  Doc says that you can die from it and I believe it.  Help 

yourself, Pal, ask your Butchers for your malaria pills just a little white one a day and the big orange one on Mondays and I hope 

you'll never feel as I do."             A Buddy.   



Vol. 3 No. 170 Thursday June 19, 1969   CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST  

Partly to mostly cloudy with showers expected over the mountains.    

Winds are from the south at 5 to 10 knots   Temp  H  94  L 81        Hum  H 90  L 53 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--For the second consecutive day action decreased in southern I Corps.  

Americal units accounted for 13 NVA and six VC killed and two weapons captured. 

   IRON MOUNTAIN--In southern Quang Ngai Province, units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed 11 NVA 

yesterday. 

   While giving air support to Co. B, 1-20 Inf., "Warlords" of Co. B, 123rd Avn. Bn. killed six NVA in 

action five miles west of Duc Pho. 

   CPT William Shurgrue (Sepulveda, Calif.) described the action, "My doorgunner spotted six enemy 

soldiers advancing towards the infantrymen's position.  I contacted the ground troops, who fired M-79 

rounds at the advancing enemy and we fired our rockets." 

   To the left of Co. B's position, 1LT Thomas O'Hara (Boston) was flying a Light observation helicopter 

(LOH) when he started receiving enemy fire. 

   ""We were receiving fire from both sides, when WO Michael Gray (Shenectady, N.Y.) rushed in with 

his gunship firing and was able to pin them down until I was clear of the area," said O'Hara. 

   While the gunships provided aerial support, the infantrymen zapped two more NVA in ground 

fighting. 

   Later in the morning, the "Warlords" added one more kill to the total. 

   At 1100 hours, Co. B, 4-3 Inf. found the bodies of two NVA killed by artillery fire, nine miles west of 

Duc Pho. 

   FREDERICK HILL--Two NVA and five VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operations. 

   Co. B, 2-1 Inf. killed two VC and found the bodies of two VC killed by airstrikes, while conducting a 

search and clear mission 15 to 17 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. 

   In other action, Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed two NVA in separate encounters, 13 to 14 miles west of Tam 

Ky.  The "Gimlets" also found one AK-47 rifle. 

   B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed one VC in action seven miles northwest of Tam Ky. 

    LAMAR PLAIN--Co. D, 1-502 Inf., 1st Bde., 101st Airborne Division killed one VC and captured an 

M-1 carbine, 14 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 

   GENEVA PARK--No kills were reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area yesterday. 

   One Hoi Chanh turned himself in to a friendly unit, 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.  

 

    WRAPPING OF REGISTERED MAIL 

   When mailing registered letters and parcels, you must comply with all postal regulations. 

   You must use heavy brown paper and brown paper tape on your mail.  Do not use tapes that won't 

absorb a postmark such as  cellophane or masking tape.  Bind all packages with heavy string. 

    

            AMERICAL NEWS SHEET 

   MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, Commanding 

        MAJ Paul B. Parham, IO 

        PFC Terry Mack,  Co Editors 

        PFC Harry Baumann,         

        Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 

    * * * * *  

This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, Americal Division, APO 96374, as 

an authorized Army publication.  Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the 

Department of the Army. 



Vol. 3 No. 171 Friday June 20, 1969  CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST June 21 

Mostly cloudy with a few afternoon showers and thunder showers   

Temperature     H 96      L 79     Humidity        H 92%     L 50% 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Units of the Americal Division accounted for 14 NVA and 16 VC killed 

and five weapons captured and one destroyed in yesterday's action. 

   IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and one VC and found the bodies of seven 

NVA, while capturing one weapon. 

   At 0905 hours, the recon element of 4-3 Inf. found three NVA killed by artillery, 14 miles northwest of 

Duc Pho. 

  Co. D, 4-21 Inf. made the only contacts in southern Quang Ngai Province, killing one NVA and one 

VC in separate encounters, five miles southwest of Duc Pho.  The "Gimlets" also captured one AK-47 

rifle. 

   Co's A and D 1-20 Inf., working two miles north of Duc Pho found the bodies of four NVA killed by 

airstrikes. 

    FREDERICK HILL--"Chargers" of the 196th Inf. Bde tallied five NVA and one VC killed and 

captured four weapons and another destroyed. 

   Fifteen miles west of Tam Ky Co. D, 4-31 Inf. engaged and killed three NVA and captured one each 

of an M-16, M-1 carbine, and an AK-47 rifle.   

   Two miles to the east, Co. A, 3-21 Inf. ended the fighting days of two NVA while gathering one AK-

47. 

   A sister company C found one RPD machinegun destroyed in an airstrike, while Co. B, 2-1 Inf. 

found the body of one VC, 15 miles north of Tam Ky. 

   GENEVA PARK--In the 198th Inf. Bde. area of operations 11 VC were killed. 

   Gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. roamed far and wide through the brigade OZ, hunting enemy soldiers. 

   The "Blue Ghosts" made ghosts of 10 VC encountered during the day. 

   Also Co. B, 5-46 Inf. added one more VC to the total in a single encounter, seven miles northwest of 

Quang Ngai. 

    LAMAR PLAIN--B Trp., 2nd Sqdn., 17th Cav. accounted for one NVA and three VC killed in three 

encounters nine to eleven miles southwest of Tam Ky. 

 

   EDUCATION UNDER THE G.I. BILL 

   Are you eligible for educational assistance benefits under the G. I. Bill. 

   You are eligible if you need financial assistance to: 

   (1)  Obtain education which you may otherwise might not have been able to afford; or  

   (2)  Resume the educational activities which were interrupted by your military service; or  

   (3)  Further your education or advance your vocational studies. 

   Your eligibility for these benefits end eight years after your last release, from active duty. 

 



Vol. 3 No. 172 Saturday June 21, 1969   CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST June 22 

Fair to partly cloudy with showers in the afternoon.   Winds from the northeast at 5 to 10 knots. 

Temperature: H 97  L 79  Humidity: H 93% L 55% 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Throughout southern I Corps yesterday, 49 NVA and 19 VC were 

accounted for and three weapons captured. 

   FREDERICK HILL--A total of 43 NVA and four VC were killed and three weapons captured in the 

196th Inf. Bde. area. 

   The 2-5 ARVN's in action, 13 to 14 miles west of Tam Ky, engaged an unknown size enemy force 

killing 20 NVA and capturing a 60mm mortar. 

   Later they found the bodies of 20 NVA killed by airstrikes and artillery in the same area. 

   Co. D, 4-31 Inf., working 15 miles west of Tam Ky, killed three NVA and one VC and captured an 

AK-47 rifle in two encounters. 

   In other action, units of the 2-1 Inf. killed three VC, captured one NVA soldier and a .45 caliber pistol. 

   B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed 10 VC in a battle seven miles north of Tam Ky. 

   The cavalrymen had received 10 to 12 RPG and mortar rounds and retaliated by blasting the enemy 

force. 

   IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for six NVA and five VC in light action yesterday. 

   In the only contacts of the day Co. C, 4-21 Inf. spotted approximately 30 NVA, six miles south of Duc 

Pho. 

   Artillery was directed on the enemy position, resulting in two NVA killed. 

   E Trp., 1st Cav. made the other contact as the APC's were returning from a southern firebase to LZ 

Bronco. 

   SP4 Stephen Spencer (Nanticoke, Pa.) told the action, "An RPG round was fired at one APC, but hit 

the ground in front and to the left .  A man was seen running from a hedgerow where we had gotten 

the fire.  We engaged and killed him with small arms fire." 

   Police call was the order of the day for the remaining units. 

   The recon element 3-1 Inf. found three VC killed by artillery, five miles south of Duc Pho. 

   Later Co. A, 1-20 Inf. found four NVA killed by airstrikes in  an area three miles north of Duc Pho. 

   "Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn. Bn. reported finding the body of one VC, 12 miles west of Duc Pho. 

   No kills were reported in Operation Geneva Park and Lamar Plain yesterday. 

* * * * *  

VIETNAMESE CULTURE 

   Vietnamese people have a habit of not looking into your eyes when they talk to you.  One of the 

main reasons is that traditionally they do not look into the eyes of those higher in rank when talking to 

them.  This is to indicate politeness. 

 

            AMERICAL NEWS SHEET 

   MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, Commanding 

        MAJ Paul B. Parham, IO 

        PFC Terry Mack,  Co Editors 

        PFC Harry Baumann,         

        Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 

This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, Americal Division, APO 96374, as 

an authorized Army publication.  Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the 

Department of the Army. 

 



Vol. 3 No. 175 Tuesday June 24, 1969   CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST June 25 

Partly to mostly cloudy with rain showers in the vicinity during the afternoon.  Winds will be light and 

variable and blowing from the east from 5 to 15 knots.    

Temperature: H 95  L 80     Humidity: H 90% L 55%  

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal units accounted for 17 NVA and 25 VC killed in a day of light 

action in southern I Corps. 

   IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for 13 NVA killed. 

   The "Jungle Warriors" did not have to wait long to record the only kill of the day.  At 0140 hours, LZ 

Bronco, hqs. of the 11th brigade came under attack. 

   The basecamp received 50 RPG, 20 75mm recoilless and 30 82mm mortar rounds. 

   During the barrage, a ground probe was launched by an estimated three NVA sappers. 

   One of the intruders, however was zapped instead by riflemen of 1-20 Inf. 

   Co. A, 4-21 Inf. found the bodies of ten NVA, four miles west of Duc Pho. 

   At 1920 hours, "Warlords" of Co. B, 123rd Avn. Bn. spotted two NVA killed by artillery, seven miles 

northwest of Duc Pho. 

   Urban renewal was the name of the game for Co. A, 4-3 Inf. when they discovered an enemy 

basecamp, 12 miles west of Duc Pho. 

   "We found eight hootches, a messhall with running water, and several fighting positions.  The 

enemy must have been there recently, clothes were still hanging from a line and work was being done 

on fortifying the hootches," said SGT Douglas Petrillo (Meadville, Pa.). 

   A search of the camp by the "Old Guard" uncovered 12,000 rounds of AK-47 ammo and 1 1/2 tons 

of rice, which were extracted before Co. A destroyed the camp. 

   FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. tallied three NVA and 12 VC killed for the day. 

   Search missions in the OZ uncovered eight VC killed by artillery and two NVA done in by airstrikes. 

   Co. B, 2-1 Inf. added four VC to the total in three engagements, 20 to 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 

   Elements of 4-31 Inf., after receiving automatic weapons fire answered back with their own calling 

card, a heavy dose of M-16 fire, killing one NVA soldier in action 15 miles west of Tam Ky. 

   C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. turned their might on enemy forces, 11 miles northwest of Tam Ky and 

accounted for 10 VC killed. 

    GENEVA PARK--F Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for three VC killed in separate incidents, nine to ten 

miles northwest and nine miles west of Quang Ngai. 

   LAMAR PLAIN--Co. C, 1-502 Inf., 1st Bde., 101st Airborne Division reported finding the body of one 

NVA, 17 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 

 

       SN BECOMES SSAN 

   On July 1, the old Army serial number vanishes and your Social Security number takes its place.  

Now is the time to start telling everyone who writes to you to put the new eight-digit number in place of 

the old. 

   Then, if the name or unit on the envelope becomes unreadable, your location can be traced via your 

Social Security Number and you will receive your mail. 



Vol. 3 No. 176 Wednesday June 25, 1969  WEATHER: Prepared by Staff Weather Office 

Partly to mostly cloudy with afternoon showers. Winds east-northeast at   5 to 10 knots. 

Temperature  H 97  L 78       Humidity     H 90% L 50% 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Throughout southern I Corps yesterday, Americal Division units 

experienced light contact with enemy forces.  A total of two NVA and 12 VC were killed and one 

weapon captured. 

   LAMAR PLAIN--Americal's 1-46 Inf. teamed with 101st Airborne troopers to kill two NVA and two 

VC. 

   The 1st Bde., 101st Airborne Aviation "White Team" whitewashed two VC in a single engagement, 

20 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 

   Meanwhile, Co. A, 1-501 Inf. and Co. A, 1-46 Inf. each killed one NVA in the same area, 10 miles 

southwest of Tam Ky. 

   FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported four VC killed in their area of operations. 

   F Trp., 8th Cav. tallied two VC killed in two engagements with evading enemy soldiers, 20 to 22 

miles northwest of Tam Ky. 

   The recon element of 2-1 Inf. solved the problem of what to do with 12 VC they had spotted.  The 

element called for artillery, which pounded the area. 

   A check of the area found one VC killed in the attack. 

   Co. B, 2-1 Inf. zeroed in on one VC in action 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 

    B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. added one VC to the days total. 

   GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. tallied three VC killed yesterday. 

   Two of the kills were recorded by "Blue Ghost" helicopters of F Trp., 8th Cav. in separate incidents 

eight and nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai. 

   After another "Blue Ghost" received ground fire, a nearby 198th Bde. FAC adjusted artillery fire, 

resulting in one VC killed. 

   IRON MOUNTAIN--"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for two VC killed and one 

weapon captured in a day of light contacts in southern Quang Ngai Province. 

   The "Always First" soldiers of 3-1 Inf. recorded both kills. 

   At 1020 hours, Co. D engaged an evading VC resulting in a kill, eight miles south of Duc Pho. 

   Co. B added the other VC to the total in an encounter 16 miles southeast of Duc Pho in the same 

area where the company detained four VC suspects earlier in the day. 

 

    WAR SOUVENIRS 

   Mine detectors are now being used in APO's to find weapons and other contraband items being 

mailed illegally.  Government property and "War Souvenirs" found either in the mail or in a soldier's 

hold baggage will result in disciplinary action under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.  Prohibited, 

items all U.S. Government property, hand weapons, all personnel weapons, sawed-off shotguns, rifles 

with barrels less than 16 inches, zip-guns, automatic weapons, silencers, explosives, tanks and 

airplanes. 



Vol. 3 No. 190 Wednesday July 9, 1969   CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST--July 10   
Partly to mostly cloudy with isolated rain showers and thunder showers and thunder storms.  Winds 
from northeast from 3 to 10 knots.   Temperature  H 99  L 80   Humidity     H 90  L 50 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Soldiers of the Americal Division experienced their tenth straight day of 
light and scattered action as 11 VC and two NVA were killed and two individual weapons captured. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN--Action began at 0625 in the 11th Bde. area of operations when "Sykes 
Regulars" from C Co., 1-20 Inf, engaged four VC, killing one, while sweeping the coastal plains six 
miles north of Duc Pho. 
   C Co., 4-21 Inf, engaged and killed one NVA and captured his AK-47, while working in a marsh-
covered area four miles south of Duc Pho. 
   A recon platoon from 3-1 Inf, while operating in the jungles five miles west of Duc Pho, received 
automatic weapons fire. 
   The platoon returned the fire and killed one NVA soldier. 
   The last encounter of the day occurred at 1920 hours when D Co., 1-20 Inf engaged three VC, three 
miles north of Duc Pho. 
   D Co. managed to bring down one of the VC. 
   At 0545 hours yesterday morning, LZ Bronco, headquarters for the 11th Inf. Bde., received three 
140mm rockets. 
   No casualties or damages were reported. 
   FREDERICK HILL--Five VC were killed and the body of another found in the area of the 196th Inf. 
Bde. 
   "Blue Ghost" helicopters from F Trp. 8th Cav. reported the heaviest action of the day when they 
killed three VC while operating in a mountainous region 12 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   A sister element, D Co., called in artillery on an unknown size enemy force 17 miles northwest of 
Tam Ky, which resulted in the death of one VC.  [D 2-1 Inf called in artillery on approximately 20 
enemy,  KIA and secondary explosions were reported in the division TOC s2/s3 reports] 
  A Ranger element from G Co., 75h Inf. (Rangers), while working in the Operation Frederick Hill area, 
reported killing one VC in the mountains 11 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   GENEVA PARK--One VC was reported killed by airstrikes in the area of the 198th Inf. Bde. 
   Air Force CPT Barry G. Flanary (Wilson, Okla.) directed the airstrike five miles west  of Quang Ngai 
City. 
   H Trp., 17th Cav., while searching an area eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai, found 60 old 
bunkers measuring eight feet by 10 feet. 
    In that same area, they also found and destroyed two 500 pound bombs, two 50-pound dud bombs, 
and an 81mm mortar dud round. 
   ARVN's working with D Co., 1-52 Inf, found a tunnel five miles west-north-west of Quang Ngai. 
   The tunnel contained documents and was destroyed by B. Co., 26th Engr. Bn. 
   D Co. also reported finding an M-1 Carbine in that same area. 
   In their latest VIP effort, the first platoon of C Co., 5-46, reported receiving 10 M-14 mines, nine 
82mm mortar rounds, one 81mm mortar round, 30 M-79 rounds, and several Chicom hand grenades.   
   LAMAR PLAIN--C Co., 1-46 Inf, engaged six NVA in the mountains 12 miles south of Tam Ky. 
   The "Professionals" of the 198th Bde. reported bringing down one of the NVA. 
 
TYPHOONS AND TROPICAL STORMS 
   From 1947 to 1968 a total of 23 typhoons and tropical storms formed or moved into the South China 
Sea during July, however, none of these storms were close enough to land to significantly affect the 
weather over Vietnam.  This does not preclude the possibility of the tropical storms forming or moving 
into this area. 
   The incidence of tropical storms during July in the South China Sea is two every three years. 



Volume 3 No. 191 Americal Daily New Sheet Thursday July 10, 1969 
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST ï July 11      Increasing cloudiness with scattered rain 
showers and isolated thunderstorms.  Winds N to NE 5 to 10 knots with gusts to 18 knots. 
Temperature  H 94  L 82         Humidity  H 95   L 60 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï ñLegionnairesò of the 196th Inf. Bde.ôs 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. dominated most 
of yesterdayôs action as the Americal Division unit killed three VC and found the body of another and 
captured one homemade 82mm mortar. 
   Once again, action was extremely light and scattered in southern I corps as elements of the 
Americal combined to kill 15 enemy soldiers, including three NVA, and capture eight individual 
weapons. 
   FREDERIK HILL ï Bravo Company, 2-1 Inf, started the ball rolling at 0635 hours yesterday when 
they found the body of a VC while sweeping a mountainous region 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  
The VC had been killed by small arms fire. 
   One hour later, B Co. engaged and killed another VC in the same area. 
   While on a search and clear mission 20 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, a sister element, C Co., 
engaged three VC, killing two and captured a VC homemade 82mm mortar. 
   196th Bde. artillery accounted for four VC when their ñbig gunsò were directed on a jungle-covered 
area 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   ñGimletsò from C Co., 3-21 Inf, also managed to get in on the action when they found an AK-44 in 
the mountains 13 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   LAMAR PLAIN ï A Co. of the 101st Abn. Div.ôs 1-502 Inf, reported finding four VC who had been 
killed by artillery in the jungles 22 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Alpha Company also found one SKS rifle, an AK-47, and a shotgun in that same area. 
   ñProfessionalsò from C Co., 1-46 Inf engaged and killed one NVA soldier while operating in the 
mountains 12 miles south of Tam Ky. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN ï A recon platoon from the 11th Inf. Bde.ôs 3rd Bn., 1st Inf., found two NVA 
soldiers who had been killed by small arms fire and captured one AK-47 in a jungle-infested area four 
miles south of Duc Pho. 
   Elsewhere, C Co., 1-20 Inf found one M-1 carbine, four miles north of Duc Pho, and D Co., 4-3 Inf, 
found one unknown type weapon 10 miles southwest of Duc Pho. 
   C CO. also detained 11 female VC suspects yesterday. The women, none of which had an ID, were 
between the ages of 16 and 20 years old. 
   One suspect said she belonged to the Womenôs VC Association.  They were sent to LZ Bronco for 
further questioning. 
   GENEVA PARK ï Infantrymen from B Co., 1-6 Inf, uncovered an abandoned battalion size enemy 
base, 15 miles west of Chu Lai yesterday. 
   The camp was found overlooking a 125-foot cliff and nestled in heavy underbrush. 
   ñIt was a pretty permanent set up, complete with running water, showers, and multi-story huts,ò said 
MAJ Theodore Kershaw (Carmel, Calif.), 1-6 Inf operations officer. 
    Inside the area were several large hootches, one of which was a 15-75-foot three level structure 
with an underground bunker, sleeping space, and an attic for storage. 
    Another large hootch was determined to be a barracks type structure with three beds per room. 
   Intelligence officials have yet to determine whether the basecamp, which was believed to have 
housed 200 persons, belonged to the NVA or VC.    
   B Co. is one of three Americal companies of the 1-6 Inf sweeping the rugged jungle area along with 
elements of the 6th ARVN Regiment. 
   198th Brigade FACS directed airstrikes which pounded heavily on an area 10 miles northwest of 
Quang Ngai City. 
   Destroyed were 25 structures and damaged were 13 others. The strikes caused one secondary 
explosion and one sustained secondary fire. 

 



Volume 3 No. 193 Americal Daily New Sheet Saturday July 12, 1969 
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST ï July 13     Mostly cloudy with scattered showers. 
  Winds will be light and variable.  Temperature H 95 L 79     Humidity H 93 L 55 
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï A week of extremely light and scattered action ended yesterday in the 
same fashion as Americal Division soldiers killed four NVA and four VC while capturing four weapons, 
one crew-served. 
   FREDERICK HILL ï ñChargersò from the 196th Inf. Bde., killed three NVA, two VC and captured two 
AK-50ôs in the Frederick Hill area yesterday. 
   While conducting a search and clear patrol 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky, C Co., 2-1 Inf, observed 
and engaged three NVA who were evading. 
   The Americal element killed the three NVA and captured two AK-50ôs. 
   A Co., 3-21 Inf, killed one VC while operating in the dense jungles 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   A sister company, B Co., killed another VC 16 miles wets of Tam Ky. 
   IRON MOUNTAINðAt 1345 yesterday afternoon, C Co., 4-21 Inf working in jungles six miles, south 
of Duc Pho, found a bunker type hootch. 
   When the ñGimletsò approached the hootch, four VC ran out.  The company managed to bring down 
one of the enemy soldiers, but the other three escaped. 
   A Co., 1-20 Inf, accounted for the only other kill of the day in the 11th Bde. AO when they killed a 
lone VC, seven miles north northwest of Duc Pho. 
   SP4 Gerald Barling (Kennard, Ind.) and SP4 Thomas Dotegowski (Newark, N.J.), of B Co., 1-20 Inf, 
where manning a bunker west of Duc Pho, when a man approached their bunker with a poncho over 
his head. 
   Both men kept an eye on the stranger and noticed that he had some type of uniform on under the 
poncho.  So, armed with M-16ôs they walked out to meet the intruder. 
   He had a Chieu Hoi pamphlet in his hand and was unarmed.  However, he did have a rucksack on 
his back. 
   He told the Americal soldiers that he was from the 74th Co., 75th Bn., 5th Rgmt.  It was determined 
later that the Hoi Chanh was from the 7th Bn., 22nd Rgmt. 
   The Hoi Chanh also said that he was an ammo bearer with his company and after seeing the lights 
on LZ Liz, walked away from his company and towards the fire base. 
   His pack contained an aiming sight and miscellaneous gear. 
   LAMAR PLAIN ï Alpha Company of the 1st Bn., 502nd Inf., found the body of one NVA soldier who 
had been killed by airstrikes and a rocket propelled grenade launcher yesterday for the only action in 
the Lamar Plain area. 
   The enemy soldier and RPG were found in the dense jungles located 22 miles southwest of Tam 
Ky. 
   GENEVA PARK ï B Co., of the 198th Inf. Bde.ôs 1st Bn., 6th Inf., while searching a mountainous 
area 12 miles west of Chu Lai, found a World War I 8mm French rifle and an accessory case. 
   The case contained miscellaneous clothing, including four NVA uniforms and an NVA had with a red 
star on it. 

THE VIETNAMESE FLAG 
   The National Colors of the Republic of Vietnam consists of three horizontal red stripes on a saffron 
field.  The red color or the stripes are the traditional symbol of Sino-Vietnamese happiness, and 
represent the three regions of the Republic.  The saffron field, as precious as gold, is symbolic of 
Vietnamese ancestral earth. 



Volume 3 No. 194 Americal Daily New Sheet Sunday July 13, 1969 
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST ï July 15 
  Partly to mostly cloudy with rain over the mountains and isolated showers along the coast.  Winds from NE at 
three to 10 knots.   Temperature H 97 L 80     Humidity H 90 L 50 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï Troops A, B and D of the Americal divisionôs 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., killed five VC in 
the largest encounter in southern I Corps yesterday. 
   D Trp. made the first contact at 1700 hours when the unit killed two evading VC, 10 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Ninety minutes later, B Trp. killed two more VC, five miles northwest of Tam Ky.  A Trp. also got in on the act 
when they killed alone VC in the same area as D Trp.ôs contact. 
   The remainder of the Americal Division combined to kill two NVA soldiers, one VC, and capture three individual 
weapons as action remained light. 
   FREDERICK HILL ï ñLegionnairesò from A Co., 2-1 Inf, and APCôs from F Trp., 17th Cav., teamed up to kill two 
NVA soldiers in the only contact in the 196th Inf. Bde. AO. 
   The Americal units killed the two enemy soldiers while on a search and clear operation in the marsh-covered 
area, 26 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   C Co., 2-1 Inf, captured an unidentified weapon earlier in that same area. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN ï A recon platoon from the 11th Bde.ôs 3rd Bn., 1st Inf., reported the only kill in the Operation 
Iron Mountain area yesterday when they killed one VC while sweeping the jungles six miles west of Duc Pho. 
   While searching hootches eight miles of Duc ho, ñGimletsò from C Co., 4-21, found a 1903 Remington .30 
caliber rifle. 
   C Co., 3-1 Inf, found an AK-47 with a round still in the chamber while searching an area five miles southwest of 
Duc Pho. 
   Alpha Company, of the brigadeôs 1st Bn., 20th Inf., detained one female VC suspect seven miles south of Duc 
Pho. 
   The suspect captured was with a male companion when spotted, but the mail managed to escape. 
   Upon questioning the 24-year-old suspect, she said the male subject with her was her husband and that he was 
draft dodger. 
   She also said the she had malaria and didnôt care what happened to her as long as she was treated. 
   ñAlways Firstò soldiers from A Co., 3-1 Inf, were the target of an enemy PSYOP team early yesterday morning. 
   The unit was occupying fire Support Base 411 when they suddenly heard the American song ñWhere Have All 
the Flowers Goneò coming from the jungles below. 
   Artillery was called in and ended the nonsense, but not for long. 
   An hour and a half later, the enemy decided to try their luck again.  This time the ñAlways Firstò soldiers were 
ready for them with artillery and .81mm mortar fire. 
   This quieted the persistent team for the time being, but approximately an hour later they were back. 
   This time the message began, ñThis is a special GIôs and officers program.ò The message was reported, and 
was soon followed by a medley of songs. 
   Topping the enemy ñGolden Oldieò survey was a repeat of ñWhere Have All the Flowers Gone.ò This was 
followed by a song sung in Vietnamese entitled, ñWhy Are You Fighting Here.ò 
   Next was the American version of ñNorth to Alaska,ò which was followed by another Vietnamese songðñCome 
On Over to Our Side.ò 
   Rounding the survey, the enemy DJôs played ñOld Susannaò and ñHelp Us Rid Our Country of Trouble-Makers,ò 
the later of which was sung in Vietnamese. 
   The program ended rather abruptly as artillery and mortar converged on the area, ending the entertainment for 
the night.      
   GENEVA PARK ï A Co., 1-52 Inf, found approximately 1,500 pounds of rice in the wall of a cow pen.  In that 
same area 10 miles west of Quang Ngai City, the 198th Bde. unit also discovered some documents. 
   198th Air Force FACS later directed airstrikes on that same area and destroyed 14 structures, three bunkers, 
and caused one sustained secondary fire. 
   No action was reported in the Lamar Plain area. 
   Americal Division elements killed 108 enemy soldiers during the past week and captured 26 weapons, two of 
which were crew-served.  Twenty-seven of the enemy kills were NVA soldiers. 
   The heaviest encounter occurred Thursday when C Co. of the 196th Inf. Bde.ôs 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., killed eight VC 
while sweeping a marsh covered area 19 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   ñOld Guardò soldiers from D Co., of the 11th Inf. Bdeôs 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., killed three NVA soldiers Sunday when 
an attempted enemy ambush backfired. 
   PFC George Mitchell (Dallas) an infantryman with D Co., described the action which took place 12 miles west of 
Duc Pho. 
   ñMy platoon was in a mountainous area with a triple canopy overhead.  We had just finished checking out a trail 
and were on our way back when they opened up on us.ò 
   The Americal unit was momentarily penned down, but soon managed to outflank the enemy and killed the three 
NVA. 



Volume 3 No. 201 Americal Daily New Sheet Sunday July 20, 1969 
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST ï July 21 
   Partly to mostly cloudy with rain over the mountains and isolated along the coast. Winds light and 
variable NE at 3 to 10 knots.   Temperature  H 94 L 79       Humidity  H 90  L 50 
 AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) ï  Heavy fighting flared in the Americal Divisionôs Operation Iron Mountain 
yesterday, as 11th Inf. Bde. soldiers killed 15 NVA and one VC and captured four weapons, two of 
which were crew-served. 
   Elsewhere, activity remained light in southern I corps as six VC and four NVA were killed in 
scattered action. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN ï At 0900 hours yesterday, D Co., 3-1 Inf, while sweeping an area six miles west 
of Duc Pho, came under a heavy barrage of mortar fire. 
    D Co. returned fire on the enemy position and killed two NVA soldiers. 
   The ñAlways Firstò soldiers soon learned that this encounter was to be the first of several contacts 
made in this jungle covered area in the next eleven hours. 
   A sister company, B Co., was soon deployed to the area, as were ñSharkò gunships from the 174th 
AHC, ñWarlordsò from B Co., 123rd Avn. Bn., and airstrikes guided by Air Force FACS. 
   At 1240, a door gunner on the command and control helicopter for 3-1 Inf, killed a lone NVA soldier.  
About the same time, B Co. found the body of another NVA who had been killed by airstrikes. 
   While moving westward towards D Co., B C. engaged and killed two NVA and captured one AK-50 
rifle. 
   A scout dog and handler from the 59th Scout Dog Plt., were working the area when the dog 
uncovered an NVA. 
   The NVA managed to shoot the dog, but the handler, wounded from the fire, dropped the insurgent. 
   CPT John S. Walder (Wakefield, R.I.) battalion S-3, described the enemy situation.  ñThe NVA were 
in a trench line between two open fields with bamboo vegetation around the trenches.ò 
   The hard fought battle continued, as the two companies of ñAlways Firstò soldiers faced a well 
entrenched enemy. 
   Finally, at 1915 hours, the men were able to sweep through the enemy infested area.  D co. killed 
five NVA and B Co. killed two more during the sweep. 
   All tolled, the ñAlways Firstò soldiers, with the help of timely air support, killed 14 NVA soldiers and 
captured three AK-47ôs, an AK-50, a rocket propelled grenade (RPG) launcher, and a 7.62 light 
machinegun. 
   While searching the coastal regions 14 miles southeast of Duc Pho, ñGimletsò from B Co., 4-21 Inf, 
engaged three VC with small arms fire, killing one during the encounter. 
   The last action of the day occurred at 1920 hours when C Co., 4-21 Inf killed an NVA soldier who 
was trying to evade, five miles south of Duc Pho. 
   LAMAR PLAIN _- B Co., 2-17, of the 1st Bde., 101st Abn. Div., killed two NVA soldiers after 
engaging six in the mountains 10 miles south-southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Thirty minutes later, B Co. engaged and killed another NVA in that same 
area. 
   In the only other contact in the Lamar Plain area, a 101st Avn. platoon killed a lone VC 12 miles 
southwest of Tam Ky. 
   FREDERICK HILLðC Co., 2-1 Inf, engaged and killed two VC while operating in the jungles 22 
miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   Another VC was killed when he was spotted by D Co., 4-31 Inf.  The action took place 25 miles west 
of Tam Ky. 
   GENEVA PARK ï ñBlue Ghostò gunships from F Trp., 8th Cav., observed and killed two VC and one 
NVA in three separate contacts yesterday. 
   The first contact was made at 0600 (*** Continued on page 2) hours when an NVA was killed in the 
jungles 14 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. 
   D Co., 1-52 Inf, found and destroyed 10 bunkers, five tunnels, a 250-pound bomb, and several 
assorted rounds of small arms ammunition, five miles west of Quang Ngai City yesterday. 
   198th Bde. Air Force FACS directed airstrikes yesterday which destroyed a total of 49 structures, 
five bunkers, and caused one secondary fire. 



Vol. 3 No. 235 Saturday   August 23, 1969   CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST August 24 
Fair to partly cloudy with widely scattered showers over the mountains.  Winds will be from the east-northeast at 5-10 knots, 
gusting to 18 knots.  Temp.  High-95   Low-77            Humidity 90   Low-50 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--The fighting, although not as intense as Thursday's, still centered around LZ West.  In 
yesterday's action, Americal Div. soldiers killed 45 NVA and 9 VC, capturing one individual and two crew-served weapons. 
   Nineteen NVA bodies were found yesterday, the victims of artillery and air strikes called in to support the infantry companies of 
3-21, 15 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   In fighting that began after day-break, five NVA were killed by men of A Co., 3-21 when an unknown size enemy force was 
engaged 15 miles west of Tam Ky. 

   In mid-morning action, C Co., 2-1 Inf. killed four NVA and captured a machinegun in a brief firefight with an 
unknown size enemy force in the same area.  Just after noon, B Co., 3-21 Inf. killed eight NVA in an intense exchange of 
fire less than a mile away. 
   Artillery was called in on an enemy position when C Co., 3-21 spotted a group of NVA.  Two bodies were found in the area after 
a sweep was made. 
   FREDERICK HILL--The Americal Div. company was in the enemy impact area.  Mortar rounds whooshed overhead and 
exploded close by.  Taking the only cover he could find, PFC Marion Feaster (Deland, Fla.) dove and submerged into a nearby 
stream.  During the confusion that followed as rounds continued to fall, the rest of his unit, B Co., 4-31 Inf., pressed on to their 
night defensive position, unaware that they were leaving Feaster behind in enemy territory. 
    "I don't think it really ever hit me how bad a shape I was in,"  Feaster remarked later. 
   "It never occurred to me that I might be captured and not be able to get back to my buddies," he continued. 
   He had grabbed a damaged radio to keep it out of enemy hands.  He clutched it under his arm and waded upstream as quietly 
as possible.  He hoped to rejoin his unit since he knew approximately where his company was to set up its night defensive 
position. 
   "But I miscalculated," laughed Feaster.  "When I came out of the stream I came face to face with another group of NVA.  My 
lucky stars must have been shining that night because they mistook me for an advance point man, leading an American 
element." 
   Thinking Feaster would lead a larger element into their ambush, the NVA let him pass. 
   "They realized their mistake too late," said Feaster.  "By the time they began firing at me I had almost made it to my unit's 
perimeter." 
   What password did PFC Feaster use to get by the infantrymen guarding his company's perimeter? 
   "None," replied Feaster.  "I just ran like hell.  My buddies were too busy blasting the NVA to worry about me." 
  IRON MOUNTAIN: Scattered enemy attacks in the 11th Bde. OZ have stepped up the fighting in this area, netting seven NVA, 
two VC and two weapons, one crew-served. 
   Early yesterday morning LZ Debbie, four miles southeast of Duc Pho received hand grenades, satchel charges, RPG, and 
small arms fire while an unknown size force tried to penetrate the perimeter.  Infantrymen of C Co., 4-21 returned the fire, killing 
two NVA and capturing an RPG-7 launcher. 
   At 0420 in the morning, less than two and a half hours after the attack on LZ Debbie, A Co., 4-3 Inf. received small arms and 
RPG fire 10 miles west of Duc Pho. 
   Artillery was directed on the suspected enemy position and a later search of the area revealed that five NVA had been killed.  
Eighteen Chicom grenades and a B-40 rocket were found in the area. 
   In other early morning action, D Co., 1-20 Inf. found the body of one VC 30 meters outside their perimeter as they returned to 
their night defensive position six miles northwest of Duc Pho.  A rifle and three Chicom grenades were found by the body. 
   About two miles south of Duc Pho a northbound convoy comprised of military and civilian vehicles was ambushed from both 
sides of the road by an estimated 50 NVA.  The convoy received satchel charges, RPG and small arms fire before 1LT Phillip 
Spackman (Decatur, Ga.) a platoon leader of E Trp., 1-1 Cav. led five APCs into the area to defend the convoy. 
   GENEVA PARK--Action in the 198th OZ continued sporadically with 7 VC killed in yesterday's fighting. 
   Yesterday morning, five graves were discovered by D Co., 1-52 Inf. 12 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.  In these were four VC 
bodies.  The VC were reported to have been killed by artillery that had been fired into the area during previous action. 
   Less than an hour earlier, the 2nd platoon of A Co., 1-52 Inf. received small arms fire while sweeping an area six miles 
northwest of Quang Ngai.  Fire was returned and one VC was killed.  A chicom grenade, a first aid pack, a plastic protective 
mask and a pistol belt were recovered. 
   A short time later, another element of A Co., 1-52 Inf. found 4,000 pounds of rice stored in buried 55-gal. drums about five miles 
northwest of Quang Ngai.  Documents were also discovered. 
   In the same location two hours later, A Co., 1-52 Inf. found an additional 2,400 pounds of rice also buried.  Nearby, four 8X10 
foot bunkers and four tunnels, one of which was 50 meters long, were discovered.  All were destroyed with explosives. 
   In the last action of the day, A Co., 5-46 Inf. clashed with an unknown size enemy force 12 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.  
Two VC were killed in the exchange of fire. 
 
   INCOME TAX INFORMATION 
  Military personnel serving in Vietnam do not have to file tax returns while stationed here.  They may wait to file a tax return up to 
180 days after leaving the Republic of Vietnam. 
 
AN M-16 RIFLE COSTS $124.00.....KEEP YOURS SECURED! 



Vol. 3 No. 248 Americal Daily New Sheet Friday Sept. 5, 1969 
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST ï September 6 
Mostly cloudy skies with winds light and variable south to southeasterly at 10 knots 
Temperature             H 92             L 76          Humidity                H 90             L 50 
    CHU LAI (AMERICAL) ï Fighting continued to be extremely light and widespread in southern I 
Corps Thursday as Americal division soldiers accounted for the deaths of eight VC and five NVA.  
Four weapons were captured in the dayôs action. 
   IRON MOUNTAINðAfter two days of moderate action, a drop in the level of fighting yesterday netted 
the ñJungle Warriorsò of the 11th Bde. only five enemy soldiers [were killed]. 
   In the first action of the day, D Co. 3-1 Inf. found an enemy AK-44 in a hedgerow 17 miles north of 
Duc Pho.  The weapon had been partially destroyed. 
   Shortly before noon, a combined element of A Trp. 1-1 Cav. and Charlie Co 4-3 Inf. engaged a 
squad size force of NVA five miles southwest of Duc Pho.  one of the enemy was killed and 
documents were captured as a result of the action. 
   Elsewhere, infantrymen of B Co. 4-3 Inf. spotted two VC digging a tunnel while working in an area 
11 miles west of Duc Pho.  The duo were immediately taken under fire and killed.  Six Chicom Hand 
grenades were captured. 
   A short time later, in the same area, another element of Bravo Co. engaged and killed uniformed VC 
when he walked into an ambush they had set. 
   In a mid-afternoon incident, the recon element of the 1-20 Inf. detained six VC suspects. 
   The ñAlways Firstò Soldiers of D Co. 3-1 Inf. recovered two more enemy weapons in an area 18 
miles north of Duc Pho.  Both, like the one found earlier in the day, had been partially destroyed. 
   At 1745, the recon element of the 3-1 Inf. observed two NVA soldiers in an area 17 miles north of 
Duc Pho.  the two were engaged with small arms fire which killed one and wounded the other. 
   GENEVA PARK ï Two long range recon patrol teams accounted for the only enemy kill of the day in 
the 198th Bde.ôs operational zone Thursday. 
   The teams, from Co. G, 75th Inf., engaged an NVA force of unknown size northwest of Quang Ngai 
early in the morning.   One enemy was killed as a result of the action. 
   FREDERICK HILLðThe ñGimletsò of the 3-21 Inf. saw most of the action in the Bde. Area as they 
were credited with killing two NVA, four VC and capturing [?missing end of paragraph???] 
   The men of A Co., while on an operation 13 miles west of Tam Ky, received small arms fir from an 
NVA force of unknown size.  The fighting, which often raged from a distance of 25 meters, resulted in 
one enemy killed and an AK-47 captured. 
   At the same time, A Co. 2-1 Inf., working in the same area, was involved in a fire fight with a group of 
VC.  One of the enemy was killed in that action. 
   The ñGimletsò of Delta Co. observed four VC evading into a bunker complex some 1,000 meters 
from their location while on an operation 14 miles west of Tam Ky.  Artillery fire was called in and B 
Battery, 3-82 artillery responded with a barrage that destroyed the complex.  All four VC were killed in 
the action. 
   An hour later, C Co. 3-21 ambushed a lone NVA 12 miles west of Tam Ky, killing him in a hail of 
small arms fire. 

HANDLING CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS 
 When the work is done and you leave at night,  
   Make sure your documents are all up tight. 
Put them away under lock and key. 
   Avoid the attention that could come to thee. 
 
MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, Commanding 
    MAJ John T. Pauli, IO 
    SP5 Cliff Miyashiro, Editor 
    Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 
This New Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, Americal Division, APO 96374, as 
an authorized Army publication.  Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the 
Department of the Army. 



Vol. 3 No. 250 Americal Daily New Sheet Sunday Sept. 7, 1969 
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST ï September 8 
Cloudy with frequent showers.  Winds northwest from 8 to 12 knots with gusts to 20 knots. 
Temperature             H 83             L 76      Humidity                H 92%            L 60% 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL) ï Action in southern I Corps continued to be moderate Saturday as Americal 
Division soldiers reported killing 33 NVA and seven VC. 
   FREDERICK HILL ï Elements of the 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for the deaths of 33 NVA and two VC 
in an area 10-12 miles west of Tam Ky yesterday. 
   The ñGimletsò of Bravo Co. 3-21 Inf. discovered the mass grave of nine NVA soldiers while working 
in an area 12 miles west of Tam Ky.  All had been killed by small arms fire. 
   In the same area, earlier in the day, the bodies of nine other NVA were found at two different grave 
sites by A Co. 2-1 Inf. and B. Co. 3-21 Inf. four of the dead had been killed by artillery and the other s 
by small arms fire. 
   A mile east of the grave sites, the men of D Co. 3-21 Inf. were engaged by a group of 8-10 NVA.  
Guns of the 3-82 artillery, firing in support of the Americal infantrymen, killed four.  Two other enemy 
soldiers were killed by Delta Co. 
   At 1340, the ñLegionnairesò of A Co, 2-1 Inf. recovered the bodies of two NVA who had been killed 
by a ñBlue Ghostò gunship from F Troop, 8th Cav. 
   Another ñBlue Ghostò gunship accounted for the deaths of two more enemy soldiers when it 
engaged and killed two VC 1?  miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Elsewhere, Alpha Co. 3-21 Inf. discovered the bodies of two NVA.  The Communists were killed by 
artillery in an area 12 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   In the final action of the day, C Co. 1-46 Inf. spotted approximately 15 NVA 10 miles southwest of 
Tam Ky. The guns of the 3-82 artillery responded to the call for artillery by bombarding the area with 
105mm rounds, killing five of the fleeing enemy. 
   GENEVA PARK--  In the only kill in the 198th Bde.ôs operational zone, the Aero Scouts of the 123d 
Aviation battalion engaged and killed a VC 12 miles southwest of Quang Ngai. 
   A mine was found and destroyed by the ñProfessionalsò of D Co. 5-46th Inf. nine miles northeast of 
Quang Ngai.  1,600 pounds of salt was also discovered in the area. 
   Troopers of E Trp., 1-1 Cav. found a 250 pound bomb only 50 meters from a hamlet 11 miles north 
of Quang Ngai.  The booby trapped bomb was blown in place. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN ï In a day of light and scattered action, the ñJungle Warriorsò of the 11th Inf. Bde. 
killed three VC and detained 14 VC suspects.  
   In the first action of the day, the recon element and Bravo Company of the 1-20 Inf. engaged an 
enemy force of unknown size four miles northwest of Duc Pho.  Results of the action show three VC 
killed and one VC suspect detained.  Documents and over 300 pounds of food were recovered in the 
action.    
   The recon element, working the same area three hours later, detained four VC suspects.  All were 
members of VC organizations. 
   A short time later, C Co. 3-1 spotted an evading VC.  After he failed to heed calls to halt he was 
brought under fire and killed. 
   While on an operation, D Co. 4-21 Inf. detained seven VC suspects.  The incident took place seven 
miles south of Duc Pho. 
   Relatively light and scattered action in southern I Corps during the past week resulted in 191 kills for 
Americal units, 137 of whom were NVA.  Eighteen individual and three Crew-served weapons were 
captured during the fighting during the week. 
   The ñRice Bowl,ò six miles south of Duc Pho, was the scene of the weeks heaviest fighting.  
Elements of the 1-1 Cav. and 4-3 Inf. tangled off and on with troops of the 3rd NVA Divisionôs 2nd 
Regiment during the middle of the week. 
   The level of action decreased almost as quickly as it had started as the fighting became light and 
scattered once again.  
 

PRACTICE GOOD SECURITY 
Lock all classified containers when un-attended. 
Use the double envelope system when transmitting classified material by US registered mail. 
Insure personnel departing country on an R&R and leave receive a SAEDA briefing. 
Do Not discuss classified information over the telephone; do not attempt to ñdouble talkò.    

Vol. 3 No. 256 Americal Daily New Sheet Saturday Sept. 13, 1969 
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST ï Sept. 14 



Partly to mostly cloudy with winds from the west-northwest becoming northeast at 3 to 10 knots. 
Temperature       H 94              L 75    Humidity          H 97              L 50 
 

EXTRACT FROM EDITORIAL PAGE 
WASHINGTON STAR  

30 AUGUST 1969 
*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 

ALPHA COMPANY 
   Too muchðor the wrong thingðis being made of the temporary refusal to fight of Company A, 3rd 
Battalion, 196th Infantry Brigade  [3-21 Inf. Bn] 
   The facts are these: 
   The battle-worn company had been fighting for five days in an attempt to recover the battalion 
commanderôs body from a helicopter crash south of Da Nang.  Alpha Company, commanded by a 
lieutenant who had been in Vietnam only one month, had sustained many casualties. particularly 
among its NCOôs, and  
was down to half-strength. 
   Alpha Company refused to go into action on the sixth day.  After a visit from the battalionôs executive 
officer, accompanied by Sergeant Okey Blankenship, who stung the pride of the demoralized young 
soldiers, Alpha Company advanced against the enemy.  It now has a new commander and, insofar as 
the Army is concerned, the matter is closed. 
   Three have been suggestions from some quarters that Alpha Companyôs ñmutinyò may presage a 
revolt among young draftees serving Vietnam who are unwilling to die in an admittedly un-winnable 
war in which many Americans feel this country never had any business. 
   There is not a scintilla of evidence to support this, and those who suggest it display little knowledge 
of what soldiering is all about.  There have been similar incidents in every conflict since the Punic 
Wars. 
   Nobody in his right mind enjoys shooting at another human being or ï more particularly ï being shot 
at himself, the less so if his combat time is drawing to a close.  there comes a time when individual 
soldiers-and whole unitsðcan take no more and must be temporarily pulled out of action.  when that 
moment comes depends to a large degree on the caliber of leadership in the unit involved. 
   If there is on factor which binds a group of soldiers together and makes them effective fighting men, 
it is acceptance of the fact that each manôs lifeðwhich is all and everything he hasðdepends on every 
soldierôs performance of his duty.  In refusing to advance with other units against the Viet Cong, the 
men of Alpha Company endangered the lives of the men in these units thus violating this basic canon. 
   Through the admitted device of telling a lie about the performance of other under-strength units, 
Sergeant Blankenship saved the men of Alpha Company from far more than the serious charges 
which would have arisen from the enemy.   He saved them from the certain knowledge that they had 
let down their comrades in a dangerous situation. 
   Thanks to Sergeant Blankenship, the men of Alpha Company have been spared that.  And that is 
what leadershipðand soldieringðare all about. 



Vol. 3 No. 256 Americal Daily New Sheet Saturday Sept. 13, 1969 
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST ï Sept. 14 
Partly to mostly cloudy with winds from the west-northwest becoming northeast at 3 to 10 knots. 
Temperature       H 94              L 75    Humidity          H 97              L 50 
 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL) ï Light and widespread action in the Americal Division area of operations 
Friday netted Division soldiers 11 North Vietnamese Army Regulars and nine Viet Cong. 
   Six weapons, one crew-served, were captured in the dayôs fighting. 
   FREDERICK HILLðThe body of an NVA soldier was discovered early yesterday morning outside the 
perimeter of LZ Siberia, the scene of heavy fighting Thursday. 
   At 0915, the men of Delta Co., 3-21 Inf. observed and engaged three VC while working in an area 
16 miles west of tam Ky.  one of the enemy was killed in the action. 
   Elsewhere in the Bde. operational zone, a group of 10 VC were spotted by infantrymen of Charlie 
Co., 2-1 Inf. as they swept an area seven miles west of Tam Ky.  Bringing small arms fire on the 
communists the Americal company was able to kill four before the other broke contact and fled. 
   In the final action of the day, the soldiers of D Co., 2-1 Inf. saw an NVA evading into a spider hole 
seven miles northwest of Tam Ky.  The enemy was killed in the brief exchange of small arms fire that 
followed.  A search of the area turned up three B-40 rockets, five Chicom hand grenades and an AK-
47 rifle. 
   GENEVA PARKðAt 0800, A Co., 1-52 Inf. discovered an RPG-7 launcher and nine RPG rounds 
while sweeping an area 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.  The Co. had been in contact in the area 
the night before. 
   A few minutes later, Charlie Co., 1-6 Inf. found an SKS rifle, a Chicom hand grenade and other 
miscellaneous items while sweeping an area eight miles southwest of Chu Lai. 
   Elsewhere, Delta Co., 1-52 Inf. found and destroyed 15 bunkers nine miles west of Quang Ngai.  
Over 350 pounds of peanuts were also seized in the area. 
   The infantrymen of D Co., 5-46 Inf., using mine detectors, uncovered two mines 10 miles northeast 
of Quang Ngai.  The mines were blown in place. 
   Air strikes in the 198th Bde.ôs operational zone Friday destroyed 25 structures and damaged eight 
others.  The heaviest damage was reported in an area five miles northeast of Quang Ngai.  Forward 
Air Controller 1LT Joe Holbrook (Bancroft, Idaho), directed two strikes there that destroyed 12 
structures and 40 meters of bunker line. 
   IRON MOUNTAINðA long range recon team from G Co., 75th Inf. started the dayôs action in the 
Bde. operational zone when they killed a VC and captured another west of Duc Pho. 
   At 0845, two VC were engaged and killed by the men of Alpha Co., 4-3 Inf. in an area ten miles west 
of Duc Pho.  A rifle was captured in the incident. 
   An ambush element of C Co., 4-3 Inf. was left behind as the Co. moved from its night defensive 
position yesterday morning 13 miles west of Duc Pho.  The men were rewarded for their patience 
when eight NVA walked into the ambush.  Air strikes and small arms fire killed three of the Khaki-clad 
enemy in the fire fight that followed. 
   Twenty minutes later, a mile west, the Bn.ôs B Co. engaged and killed a VC.  The enemy was 
wearing black pajamas. 
   Charlie Co. was credited with two more kills when they engaged and killed two NVA soldiers near 
their ambush site. 
   Elsewhere, the ñWarlordsò of the 123rd Aviation Bn., killed two VC in two separate encounters in an 
area two miles northwest of Duc Pho.  The 11th Bde. soldiers killed one of the enemy in the action. 
 
  



Vol. 3 No. 259 Americal Daily New Sheet Tuesday Sept. 16, 1969 
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST ï Sept. 17 
Mostly cloudy with winds from the northwest at 5 to 10 knots. 
Temperature    H 93    L 77           Humidity     H 92       L 50 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL) ï Action in southern I Corps was again light as Americal Division units 
accounted for nine NVA and eight VC killed, as well as six weapons captured. 
   FREDERICK HILL ï Most of the action was in the mountainous region near LZ Siberia, 24 miles 
west-northwest of Tam Ky, where Companies D and C of the 19th Inf. Bde.ôs 4-31 Inf. came into 
contact with unknown size enemy forces within a half-mile of each other.  The companies first 
encountered the enemy at four oôclock in the afternoon and didnôt break contact until seven that 
evening.  At that time both companies had killed three NVA. 
   Another NVA was killed when he was spotted running through the rough terrain 24 miles west of 
Tam Ky, by a Helix aircraft. 
   Co. C, 2-1 Inf. spotted and killed a lone VC in a rice paddy 7 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. 
   IRON MOUNTAINðThe 11th Inf. Bdeôs co. C, 1-20 Inf. detained a Viet Cong suspect in the early 
afternoon three hours later it detained an NVA northwest of Duc Pho.  The man said he had been left 
behind that morning, but was told that someone would come back for him later.  Going on this 
information, ñSykes Regularsò set up an ambush for his returning comrades.  About a half-hour later, 
two NVA were spotted coming along the path carrying a bag of rice between them.  The company 
tried to take the two alive, but they evaded and a chase sprang up, during which one of the NVA was 
shot. 
   Co C, 3-1 Inf. engaged and killed two VC trying to avoid them 12 miles southwest of Quang Ngai, 
collecting two AK-44 rifles in the process. 
   ñWarlordsò gunships of Co. B, 123 Avn. Bn. observed one VC running through the weeds and 
engaged and killed him in a rice paddy six miles northwest of Duc Pho. 
   Another Helix airplane spotted movement in the tall elephant grass 11 1/2 miles northeast of Duc 
Pho, and called in air strikes which resulted in one killed. 
   GENEVA PARKðH Trp., 17th Cav. killed three VC in two encounters, both 11 miles northwest of 
Quang Ngai.  At 4:30 that afternoon, the troopers engaged a 15 man force of VC, killing two hours 
after and a mile away, they killed another VC when they came into contact with a ten man force. 
   Three weapons, a French mm sub-machinegun and two AK-47ôs were found by Co. B. 5-46 Inf. 
during a seep of the hilly jungle 25 miles southwest of Tam Ky. 

PSYOPS 
   The pen may not be mightier than the sword, but Psychological Operations has proved that it has a 
place beside it.  For the pen, the loudspeaker, and the leaflet are the weapons of the PSYOPS team 
uses to wage their war of words against the enemyða war that cost the enemy over 19 thousand 
soldiers through the Chieu Hoi Program last year. Yes-psychological operations is an effective fighting 
force in Vietnam.  PSYOP,...a funny sounding word, with an important meaning to you. 

SERGEANT RE-UP SAYS 
FOR REENLISTMENT INFORMATION-see your career counselor today.  STAY ARMY. 

VIETNAM WAR TROPHIES 
   Everybody in Vietnam is interested in war trophies; especially if the trophies are firearms picked up 
in the field.  However, sawed-off shotguns, rifles with barrels more than 16 inches, zip guns, automatic 
weapons, silencers, along with tanks and aircraft may not be taken home. 
   If you have a war trophy and it conforms to the regulations to be sent home, contact our Provost 
Marshal and Adjutant General sections.  they will give you the information you need. 

KEEP YOUR WEAPON CLEAN!  
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CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST ï Sept. 19 
Cloudy with showers with winds from northeast and west at 5 to 10 knots. [?northeast and west?] 
Temperature   H 85   L 75          Humidity   H 98  L 60 
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL) ï Southern I Corps continued to be the scene of light and scattered action Wednesday 
as Americal units killed 18 North Vietnamese Regulars and three Viet Cong.  The bodies of 25 Communist 
soldiers, 17 NVA, were also reported discovered in the dayôs fighting. 
   Frederick HillðIn the first action of the day infantrymen of Delta Co., 3-21 Inf., while working in an area 14 miles 
northwest of Tam Ky, spotted a lone NVA.  The enemy soldier was immediately engaged with small arms fire and 
killed. 
   A few minutes later, C. Co., 3-21 Inf. discovered the graves of four VC eight miles west of Tam Ky.  All had been 
killed by artillery no more than 24 hours earlier. 
   In the first of two actions involving troopers of F Troop, 8th Cav., an was engaged and killed 21 miles west of 
Tam Ky at 1050. 
   Three hours later another lone NVA was spotted and killed by the Cav. unit 1? miles west of Tam Ky. 
   Elsewhere, the bodies of 17 NVA Regulars were discovered by the men of Charlie Co., 4-31 Inf. as they swept 
an area 20 miles wets of Tam Ky. 
   The graves of eight VC were found by elements of the 2-1 Inf. yesterday morning. 
   The first find was made by C Co., in an area eight miles west of Tam Ky.  The four enemy soldiers had been 
killed by artillery. 
   Three hours later, Delta Co. uncovered the graves of the other four communists, killed by small arms fire, eight 
miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   In action Monday, a group of approximately 100 VC was observed seven miles north of Tam Ky.  Battery A, 3-
82 Artillery responded to the call for artillery with a barrage of 105mm rounds.  A subsequent sweep of the area 
revealed 15 of the enemy had been killed. 
   GENEVA PARKðWhile working in an area six miles northwest of Quang Ngai, Alpha Co., 1-52 Inf. received 
small arms fire from a position 300 meters north of their location.  The 198th B Co. soldiers returned the fire, killing 
one VC and capturing his SKS rifle.  Three VC suspects were also detained in the early morning skirmish. 
   In the only other action of the day in the 198th Bde. operational zone, troopers of H Troop, 17th Cav. called in air 
strikes when they spotted 10 NVA Regulars 12 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.  A forward air controller, Air Force 
Captain Chuck Kerr (Niceville, Fla.), directed the air strikes which killed eight of the communists. 
   IRON MOUNTAINðIn the first action of the day in the 11thôs operational zone, the men of Alpha Co., 3-1 Inf. 
engaged a single VC as he attempted to evade them.  The enemy was killed five miles west of Quang Ngai. 
   A North Vietnamese Army ambush on a Bde. convoy was successfully beaten off late Wednesday afternoon 
three miles south of Duc Pho. 
   Shortly before the ambush, Landing Zone Bronco, Bde. headquarters, received three enemy 122mm rockets. 
   ñThis is the second time this sequence of events has happened, ñsaid Captain Barry D. Gasdek (Latrobe, Pa.), 
base defense commander.  The enemy has tried to turn our attention to the direction from which the rockets are 
fired, thus enabling them to hit one of our convoys.ò 
   Shark gunships from the 174th Assault Helicopter Company and Cobras from the 123rd Aviation Battalion 
helped to route the ambushers. 
   A reaction force, Delta, Co., 4-21 Inf., was flown to the scene.  Sweeping the area they made contact with the 
enemy force three times, killing five enemy, and capturing three AK-47s.    
   The convoy control helicopter was also credited with killing two communists. 
   In the final action of the day, a VC was killed by the infantrymen of A Co., 4-3 Inf. 16 miles west of Duc Pho 
shortly before dark. 
   CHU LAIðIn a surprise ceremony at the 91st Evacuation Hospital, the Commander of U.S. Forces in the 
Republic of Vietnam presented the Armyôs highest award for civilian service to George Jessel, one of Americaôs 
most beloved entertainers.  
   General Creighton W. Abrams flew from Saigon to Chu Lai to make the presentation yesterday afternoon.  Mr. 
Jessel had just finished giving a show for patients at the hospital. 
   The 71-year old celebrity has entertained U.S. troops as an actor, singer and comedian for more than 30-years.  
He received the Outstanding Civilian Service Medal for his fourth tour in the republic of Vietnam. 
   Upon receiving the medal, Mr. Jessel commented, ñThis is one of the greatest honors I have ever received----
except for the time when General Grant pinned a medal on me in 1862. 
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   FREDERICK HILL---A VC company cook added up the figures and came out with a disturbing 
answer.  50 VC from his unit had been killed or wounded by gunships of the Americal in the past two 
weeks. 
   Today the 24 year old cook said Chieu Hoi leaving his unit without their breakfast, and avowing his 
new intentions to the men of Company A 2-1 Inf.  The action took place 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   A short time later fire from A Company killed two VC in an open rice paddy near a woodline.  A B40 
rocket was taken from the body of one of the enemy. 
   Delta Company 2-1 Inf. killed one VC and detained another while operating west of Tam Ky. 
   IRON MOUNTAIN---While operating in an area northeast of Duc Pho, B Company, 3-1 Inf. spotted a 
VC across a river.  The evading enemy was engaged and killed. 
   A company of Americal Division soldiers drastically undermined an enemy rice operation recently by 
uncovering one of the largest rice caches found in southern I Corps. 
   Company D 1-20 Inf. evaced more than 21 tons of the enemy food staple from a small hamlet 
completely surrounded by the flooded rice paddies 5 miles north of Duc Pho. 
   After conducting a mine sweep in the area, Delta Company returned to set up a night encampment.  
PFC Sam Wise (Etters, PA) was on last guard early next morning when he noticed something odd on 
the floor of the huts. 
   There was a definite outline in the floor and you could tell something was buried there.ò he 
explained.  Borrowing an entrenching tool, he began the digging that would last more than a week. 
   The rice was virtually everywhere.  There was rice outside under the ground, in the passways and 
submerged in the rice paddy water.  There was even rice buried where they landed the helicopters.ñ 
said PFC Delbert Kirby (Johnstown, Colo.) 
   óThere were holes 5 to 6 feet deep with the rice being stored in small bags probably so the VC could 
move it quickly if need by.ò explained 2LT Richard Stephens (Marshallville, Ga.) a platoon leader with 
the company. 
  It was learned later that the rice had been stored in the hamlet to prevent Company Dôs sister 
company from uncovering the rice during its land clearing operation of the Gaza Strip. 
 
SPORTS ON AFVN CHANNEL 13, CHU LAI, RVN 
 
SATURDAY 29 NOVEMBER  
1400-1630 
FOOTBALL STANFORD U. vs. WASHINGTON U. 
 
1630-1800 
MASTERS GOLF TOURNAMENT  
 
TURN ON CHANNEL 13   YOUôLL BE GLAD YOU DID 
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   Chu Lai (AMERICAL IO) - Moderate action was noted in southern I Corps yesterday as 
Americal Division units accounted for 17 enemy soldiers killed in scattered contacts. 
    FREDERICK HILL - Elements of the 4-31 Inf. spent an active day yesterday as they killed 
nine enemy soldiers and uncovered a large rice cache. 
   Early yesterday morning, Charlie Co., 4-31 Inf was combat assaulted from LZ West to 
check out a suspected enemy location.  As they neared their landing zone, gunships flying 
security spotted movement and fired into the area. 
   The 4-31 Inf. Battalion commander, LTC Thomas Breen then spotted two enemy killed 
from his command and control helicopter. 
   The Americal Division soldiers landed without further incident and moved out to check out 
the area, trapping yet another Viet Cong. 
   "Upon landing, we got a report from LTC Breen that he had spotted two enemy bodies," 
related SP4 Milton Bates (Ripley, Miss.), "and he wanted us to search and identify their 
bodies.  While looking for them, our point man saw something moving in a spider hole in 
front of him.  He very cautiously queried 'Chieu Hoi' with no results."   A grenade was thrown 
into the enemy's hiding place, killing one VC 
   Delta Co., 4-31 Inf., working near LZ Prep, was aided by a team of CIDG personnel 
yesterday. 
   Sweeping across a small hill covered with heavy vegetation, the infantrymen uncovered a 
large rice cache.  Four thousand pounds of unpolished rice was confiscated from large 
woven baskets. 
   Moving out again, the alert CIDG point man spotted movement.  The movement turned out 
to be an enemy soldier positioning himself for an ambush.  The ambush was ruined and the 
allies opened up with a deadly volley of small arms and automatic weapons fire, killing five 
VC and capturing two AK-47 rifles. 
   At noon yesterday, the third platoon of Bravo Co., 2-1 Inf. was inserted into the mountains 
west of Tam Ky to search a suspected enemy location. 
   The "Chargers" soon found and engaged an estimated platoon of entrenched NVA 
soldiers.  In the ensuing firefight, supported by gunships the 196th Brigade soldiers 
accounted for four NVA killed ant three AK-47's and a machinegun of unknown make 
captured. 
   In mid afternoon, the second platoon of Delta Company, 2-1 Inf was assaulted to Bravo 
Co.'s location to aid in the search.  The joint effort produced to AK-47s and 15 cans of 
medical supplies. 
                              ******* 
                        AMERICAL NEWS SHEET 
 
                     MG A.E. Milloy, Commanding 
                     MAJ William F. Gabella, IO 
                     SP4 Dennis L. Selby, Editor 
                       Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 
                               ******* 
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, Americal Division, APO 
96374 as an authorized Army publication.  Views and opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Department of the Army. 
                               ********    



Donated by Charles Phillipson a veteran of the 123rd Avn Bn. from 1970. 
Southern Cross emblem - AMERICAL DAILY NEWS SHEET 
Vol. IV No. 359 Friday December 25, 1970 

   Chu Lai (23d INF DIV IO)ðTwenty-third Infantry Division troopers saw light 
action yesterday in the southern part of the First Military Region as they killed 
nine enemy soldiers. 
                    FREDERICK HILL 

   A recon element of 2-1 Inf., operating southwest of Da Nang yesterday, 
spotted and engaged one Viet Cong.  A sweep of the area produced one AK-47, 
130 rounds of ammunition, medical supplies and one NVA ruck sack. 
   Delta Co. 2-1 Inf., operating southwest of Da Nang yesterday, discovered 
28 82mm mortar rounds, one 122mm rocket and 600 rounds of AK-47 ammunition. 
                    GENEVA PARK 

   On a patrol southeast of Chu Lai yesterday, Alpha Co. 1-6 Inf., found a 
total of 1,600 pounds of unpolished rice.  The ñRegularsò had the rice extracted 
to a nearby LZ. 
   Bravo Co. 1-52 Inf., operating south of Chu Lai yesterday, found one rifle 
hidden in a hedgerow.  The rifle was extracted to a nearby landing zone. 
 
                       CHANUKA CELEBRATION 

   A Chanukah celebration will be held at the Chu Lai USO on Saturday night, 
26 December 1970, at 1930 hours.  The celebration will include a brief ceremony, 
refreshments, and entertainment.  Chaplain Kraus of XXIV Corps will preside. 
 
                        JEWISH SERVICE 

   Jewish services will be held in the 91 Evacuation Hospital at 2000 hours 
tonight. 
 
 

SELECTED CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

        CATHOLIC MASS                                    PROTESTANT 
 
0730  Division Chapel                                   1000 Division Chapel 
0930  DISCOM Chapel                                 1000 16 CAG Chapel 
1100  Division Chapel  
1600  Division Chapel 
1715  Combat Center Chapel                              DENOMINATIONAL 
1800  Stella Maris Chapel                              
1900  91st Evac Hospital Chapel                     0800 16 CAG Chapel (Episcopal) 
 
    AMERICAL NEWS SHEET                  This News Sheet is published daily under 
                                         the supervision of the IO, Americal  
MG James L. Baldwin, Commanding          Division, APO 96374 as an authorized 
MAJ William F. Gabella, IO               Army publication. Views and opinions 
SP4 Steven Elschlager, Editor            expressed are not necessarily those of 
    Telephone:  Chu Lai 2414             the Department of the Army. 
 
      



The next section is comprised of articles published in the Americal Division Newspaper.  The first three issues were 
monthly beginning in May 1968 and then weekly until just before the division stood down in November 1971.  Articles 
were mostly written by soldiers in the Public Information Office of the Americal Division.      
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      Americal Infantrymen Make Historic Strides 

   CHU LAI - Vietnam's newest and only named division - the Americal Division-made historic strides towards the 
goal of peace in Vietnam during its first 13 months of operations. 
   The original Americal Division was organized for operations in the steaming jungles of New Caledonia in May, 
1942. 
   The birth of Americal in Vietnam marked the beginning of many changes in the complexion of the war. 
   When the soldiers of the 196th Lt. Inf. Bde, landed at the Chu Lai airstrip April 20, 1967, they became the first 
Army combat troops in the I Corps Tactical Zone.  Since these original "pioneers" arrived, the Army has gradually 
expanded its large-scale combat operations farther and farther north, an now has troops fighting right up to the 
demilitarized zone. 
   The original Americal soldiers were members of the 196th Lt. Inf. Bde,; the 1st Bde., 101st Abn. Div.; and the 
3rd Bde., 25th Inf. Div. (later redesignated at the 3rd Bde., 4th Inf. Div.), and were a part of Task Force Oregon, a 
force conceived by Gen. William C. Westmoreland, commander of U.S. forces in Vietnam. 

                  The division is currently made up of the 196th, 198th, and 11th infantry brigades, and is conducting three      
               major, named combat operations-Wheeler/Wallowa, Muscatine and Burlington Trail.   

   Operation Wheeler was launched by the 1st Bde., 101st Abn. Div., before the paratroopers departed the 
Americal for the II Corps Tactical Zone.  The fighting was directed at the elimination of the 2nd North Vietnamese 
Army Div., which ad been using the area in the highlands northwest of Chu Lai at will for years. 
   The 3rd Bde., 1st Air Cav. Div. launched Operation Wallowa some three weeks after the initiation of Wheeler, 
and the two operations were combined on November 11, 1967, making Wheeler/Wallow one of the longest 
running operations being conducted in Vietnam. 
   The "Gary Owen" skytroopers met and badly defeated elements of the 2nd NVA Division in action in the Que 
Son Valley shortly before they left the division last January. 
   With the departure of the original brigades, the operation was taken over by the men of the 196th Inf. Bde.; 3rd 
Bde., 4th Inf. Div.; and 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.  It is now controlled by the 198th Inf. Bde. 
   Wheeler/Wallowa has been the leader of the division's combat operations and is perhaps typical of their pattern. 
   The fighting is steady, with U.S. soldiers working doggedly to rout a well-entrenched enemy from positions he 
has regarded as "home" for years.  It has been basically unspectacular, but the enemy is gradually becoming 
dislodged and the area is becoming more secure. 
   As of May 8, Wheeler/Wallowa forces had accounted for 3,396 North Vietnamese Army and 4,335 Viet Cong 
soldiers killed. 
   Operation Muscatine, a multi-battalion operation in the northern district of Quang Ngai Province, was launched 
in early December by the 198th Inf. Bde. with one battalion of the 3rd Bde., 4th Inf. Div. placed under the brigade's 
operational control. 
   The division's third assigned maneuver brigade, the 11th Inf. Bde., arrived from Hawaii on December 20, and 
lost little time in becoming an effective fighting force.  The "Jungle Warriors" were placed in charge of fighting in 
the Duc Pho area and have since taken over Operation Muscatine as well. 
   Operation Muscatine elements had killed 1,040 Viet Cong and 11 North Vietnamese Army soldiers as of May 8. 
   Many of the battles of the operation have been joint efforts with the soldiers of the 2nd ARVN Div., which is 
headquartered in Quang Ngai. 
   The soldiers of the 11th Bde recently concluded Operation Norfolk Victory in the mountains southwest of Quang 
Ngai.  In this operation, they destroyed a major enemy base of operations and discovered a cache containing 
some 126 weapons and 1,000 pounds of raw explosives. 
   A total of 45 Viet Cong were killed in the operation. 
   Operation Burlington Trail was initiated in mid-April to open the road from Tam Ky to Tien Phuoc, a Special 
Forces camp and district headquarters in Quang Tin Province. 
   As of May 8, some 311 enemy soldiers had been killed by members of the 198th Inf. Bde. conducting the 
operation. 
   The communist Tet attacks launched throughout Vietnam wee met with combined ARVN and Americal forces in 
southern I Corps, and the enemy was unable to make any significant gains in the area, though several cities and 
American base camps became targets for both mortar and rocket and human wave attacks. 
   In the past 13 months American and ARVN efforts, both individually and combined, have doubled the territory 
considered controlled by the Vietnamese government. 



Southern Cross Newspaper May 1968.   [Note: Michael Kryder served with HHC 2-1st Inf. Bn.) 
 
Soldier Adds Up Shadows, Comes Out With Trouble 
   LZ BALDY- An alert young infantryman made a quick count of the shadows around his moving night 
patrol and came up with a Viet Cong trying to slip out of the column.  Sp4 Michael Kryder, of 
Pittsburgh, Pa., with the 196th Inf. Bde., was part of an ambush patrol when he noticed the shadows 
cast by the full moon. 
   "When the count reached 16, I stopped and kept on walking.  Then it struck me that one of the guys 
had gone on R&R and there were only 15 of us out that night." 
   When Kryder mentioned the shadow to PFC William Emely, of Rochester, N.Y., he too began to 
count. 
   "Both of us noticed one of the shadows moving off at an angle.  We turned and charged then," 
Emely said. 
   A startled Viet Cong froze in his tracks at the sight of the two charging infantrymen and was taken 
without a shot being fired. 
   "Why I started counting those shadows, I'll never know.  But it might have saved us from being 
trapped when we set up our ambush," Kryder commented. 
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   Religion And You 
   The Important One 
   By CHAPLAIN (MAJ) ANTHONY P. WILWERDING 
         Deputy Div. Chaplain 
    ONE SUN LIGHTS the whole earth.  In the darkness of night, one small flame can be seen by 
thousands of people.  You are one person, but you are very important.  You are helping to influence 
the world.  You are making the world either a better or worse place in which to live.  Truly, you are very 
important. 
   You not only influence those with whom you associate, but you now have, or soon will have, 
children.  If you have faith in God and your fellow man, you will instill that in your children.  You will 
then make the world a good place in which to live.  Through your children you will influence not only 
this generation but many coming generations.  You are a very important person. 
 

    
Caption - Hold Services - "Chargers" of the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. participate in a field mass with ammo 
boxes doubling as an alter.  (Photo by Sp4 Paul Forman, 196th Inf. Bde.) 
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   Last Stroll 
   LZ BALDY--A Viet Cong who was caught up in a stroll on a beautiful spring day wandered to his 
death recently at the hands of soldiers of the 196th Inf. Bde. 
   "We had only gone about 400 meters down the road from the fire base when we saw him.  When he 
got a little closer I saw he was carrying an AK-47 rifle, so I yelled for him to stop," recalled PFC Donald 
L. Johnson, of Danville, Ky. 
   At the same time, men in the lead platoon of Co. B of the brigade's 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. noticed four 
other enemy soldiers evading them. 
   "Our machinegunner wounded one with his first burst of fire.  We tried to get him to throw out his 
weapon, but instead he and his buddies began tossing out grenades from where they had taken 
cover," said company commander CPT John Connolly. 
   One platoon assaulted the enemy position and killed the rifle-carrying enemy.  A helicopter gunship 
moved in and killed another fleeing enemy. 
   "I guess that one guy was just caught up in a beautiful spring day and went to take a little stroll down 
the road.  He just forgot to look where he was going," Connolly said. 
 
 
01Aug68-Southern Cross Vol. 1 No. 4.  Page 8 
CO Dismantles Mine 
   LZ BALDY-A company commander with the 196th Inf. Bde. recently spent 25 of the most tedious 
minutes of his life disarming a booby trap that one of his men had stepped on. 
   "we were moving through rough ground when I felt my boot give.  I knew I had to freeze in place and 
pray for help." said SP4 Raymond E. Anton, of Minneapolis, Minn., a squad leader with Co. A of the 
brigade's 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. 
   Anton remained calm and directed his men to safety.  His commander, CPT Georg Hamm, of 
Daniels, W. Va., moved to the head of the column and began work to dismantle the pressure release 
mine.. 
   Had Anton moved his foot during the delicate operation, both men would have been killed instantly. 
   The "Charger" company was on a search and clear mission about 500 meters northwest of the 
hamlet Lanh An when the incident occurred. 
   Hamm identified the mine as an anti-tank mine with a anti-personnel fuse. 
   LTC Robert Nelson, of Columbus, Ga., the battalion commander, said Hamm's prompt action 
"prevented the certain death of the point man and serious injury to several other members of his 
company." 
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Photo Caption - Steep Climb 
   Soldiers form the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., move up a steep slope during Operation 
Wheeler/Wallowa.  (Photo by Sp5 Donald Evanger, 196th Inf. Bde.) 
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196th Bde. Doctor Brings Hope to Villagers 
   LZ ROSS--For the people of the village Que Son, hope comes every other morning. 
   It begins about 9 a.m. when one by one and in family groups the villagers begin to gather at the 
Que Son aid station.  They bring their ills and their sufferings with them -- old men, mothers carrying 
babies and children. 
   Soon an Army jeep pulls up outside the crumbling concrete building.  It's chased by every dog in 
the village, while squawking ducks scatter to safer ground.  From the jeep steps CPT Angel 
Jimenez, of Monterrey, Mexico. 
   Accompanying Dr. Jimenez are two medics, ready to help wherever needed and to fill 
prescriptions from a makeshift foot locker-drugstore. 
   It's all part of Operation MEDCAP, a civil affairs program sponsored by the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., for the 
196th Inf. Bde. 
   Dr. Jimenez explains it this way: "We try to understand these people.  They need so much and 
have so little.  We try to get them close to us.  Often we can't accomplish much, but we try." 
   On a typical medcap day, Jimenez treats up to 100 persons who suffer everything from an infected 
cut to chronic tuberculosis. 
   "We take the serious cases to the Hoi An hospital, but most of them are treated on the spot," said 
the doctor. 
   Jimenez works with a Vietnamese interpreter who tries to let him know "where it hurts."  Still there 
are problems. 
   "I can give them pills and soap and tell them how to use them, but it's hard to get the message 
through-they just don't know what to do," he said. 
   But the people of Que Son continue to come and so the routine goes on.  Every other morning, the 
Army doctor in the green fatigues comes to help them. 
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   'Chargers' Fight On In Wheeler/Wallowa (photo of 196 LIB patch). 
  Story By   SGT Paul S. Forman 
  Art By  SP4 Brian C. Bardwell 
  Photos By    196th Inf. Bde 
                          
   LZ BALDY--When the 196th Light Infantry Brigade, the Army's first light brigade, landed on the beaches of Vung Tau in 
mid-August, 1966, it was the beginning of continuous and successful contact for the "Chargers" throughout Vietnam. 
   The Brigade originally set up its base camp four miles west of Tay Ninh City on the edge of Communist War Zone C.  In 
heavy combat, the "Chargers" scored impressive victories over the Viet Cong in Operations ATTLEBORO, CEDAR FALLS, 
JUNCTION CITY, GADSDEN aND LANCASTER, killing more than 700 VC and destroying numerous enemy base camps and 
supplies. 
   First Move 
  In the first of many moves, the 196th came to Chu Lai in April 1967, to reinforce the III Marine Amphibious Force units in I 
Corps. 
   As the first major Army unit in I Corps, the "Chargers" assumed responsibility for defense of the Marine air base at Chu Lai. 
   During the first few months in Chu Lai, the Brigade opened two major highways to Allied travel, while killing 400 VC and 
disrupting enemy plans. 
   In November, 1967, after becoming an organic brigade of the newly-formed Americal Division, the 196th moved again.  This 
time it moved to Hill 35, north of Tam Ky, which brought with it the responsibility for Operation WHEELER/WALLOWA. 
   In this, the Brigade's longest sustained operation, the "Chargers" have accounted for 3,500 enemy soldiers killed and 1,100 
weapons captured. 
   In the first major contact of the new operation, "Polar Bears" of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., teamed up with "F" Troop, 17th Armored 
Cavalry in a three-day battle.  The action cost the 2nd NVA Division 118 dead and 56 enemy weapons captured. 
   Two weeks after the contact, known as the Thanksgiving Day Battle, a 38-member VC unit surrendered under the Brigade's 
Chieu Hoi program. 
   The "Gimlets"--of the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf., presented the Brigade with its finest Christmas present by uncovering an enemy 
cache containing 140 weapons. 
   Tet Offensive 
   The new year brought the "Chargers" into their heaviest contact with the 2nd NVA Division.  The action left another 466 
enemy killed, as the stepped-up offensive by the NVA failed. 
   In early February the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., was called upon to support the 1st Marine Division in defense of Da Nang.  In a three-
day battle, the "Legionnaires," in Task Force MIRACLE, dealt a swift and decisive blow to NVA elements trying to infiltrate the 
Da Nang Military Complex.  In a brief contact, 317 NVA regulars were killed and 33 weapons captured. 
   In March, the Brigade moved to LZ Baldy and the surrounding landing zones.  Contact quickly picked up as artillerymen from 
the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty., joined Brigade infantrymen in a 10-hour battle.  Pinpoint artillery fire supported the ground action and 
accounted for 34 of the 78 enemy killed. 
   Large Weapons Cache 
   In April, a former NVA soldier led Bravo company, 4th Bn., 31st Inf., to a well-camouflaged hospital.  After securing the 
complex, an intensive search turned up 225 enemy weapons--28 of which were crew served-and a massive quantity of 
ammunition. 
   Soon the Brigade was again on the move.  The planned invasion of the NVA stronghold in the A Shau Valley brought them to 
Camp Evans, north of Phu Bai.  During Operation DELAWARE, the Brigade provided security for the 1st Air Cavalry Division 
base camp. 
   As the operation was drawing to a close, the 3/21 "Gimlets" moved north of Dong Ha to engage the enemy in a fierce 10-day 
battle.  Part of Operation NAPOLEON/SALINE, the battalion killed 579 NVA regulars and captured 129 weapons. 
   Returning to LZ Baldy and Operation WHEELER/WALLOWA the brigadesmen combined artillery, air strikes and fierce 
ground fire to whip a determined NVA force.  The three-day battle for Hill 406 and two other hills west of Baldy netted 30 
enemy killed and numerous weapons captured. 
   The "Chargers" are under the command of COL Frederick J. Kroesen. 
   
Photo Captions: 
  1.  Pencil Drawing of two soldiers walking with their M-16s at the ready 
      in full gear including helmets. 
  2.  Photo - 196th medic treats boy 
  3.  Photo - Resupply chopper brings goods to the field. 
  4.  Photo - 'Charger' cautiously enters tunnel 
  5.  Photo - Elusive enemy constantly sought.  (Men riding on ACAV with .50 
      caliber and M-60 machine guns at the ready.) 
  6.  Smoke marks the spot for approaching choppers. 
  7.  'Flying Red Horsemen' blast away at NVA.  (Note 3/82nd Artillerymen 
      observe their 105mm rounds impacting way out in the valley below them. 
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Photo Caption - Home Sweet. . . . .  
 

 
  SP4 Thomas A. Shipp, with the 196th Inf. Bde., prepares his new living quarters. (Photo by Sp5 
Donald W. Evanger)  (Note:  Soldier is digging out under a culvert half with sandbags one layer deep 
overhead.  Sign written on cardboard box above the culvert says, "HOME IS WHERE YOU DIG IT  
C-2-1 
?1ST 2ND RIFLE". 
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'Guest' Uninvited and Unwelcome 
   LZ ROSS--A 196th Inf. Bde. soldier, building a new home at this forward landing zone, had a 
"house warming" he'll never forget, thanks to a particular unwelcomed guest. 
   "Someone had left a stack of opened, but full sandbags near by bunker, so I started tying them up 
to use," recalled SP4 Turhan Folse, of Los Angeles, Calif. 
   The 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. "Legionnaire" was reaching for a bag when it moved and something "like a 
giant blade of grass" began to grow out of the opening. 
   "I couldn't believe it, but I was standing face-to-face with a big green and black snake," he said. 
   The snake wasn't smiling. 
   Folse and the reptile remained motionless, staring at each other for a couple of seconds.  Then 
one of the soldier' friends saw what was happening. 
   "Someone yelled that there was a snake watching me," said the "Legionnaire." 
   "I guess that startled the snake, because it lunged at me--but missed." 
   As Folse hit the ground, shovels, entrenching tools, rakes and sand went over his head and buried 
his opponent. 
   "It measured out to be over seven feet long, which by that time was six-and-a-half feet taller than 
me," said the shaken soldier. 
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Close Call For Packless Medica 
  LZ COLT--A new medic serving with the 196th Inf. Bde. got a welcome to the field he isn't likely to 
forget. 
  PFC Keith S. Woods, of Coeur d'Alene, Ida., stepped off a resupply chopper and stared at his new 
"family"--the men of Co. B, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. 
   He didn't have long to stare for long. 
   "As soon as I joined the 2nd Plt. we started to check out a nearby woodline," Woods said. 
   The platoon had moved about 150 meters when a premature enemy ambush was sprung. 
   "I jumped in the closest hole and dropped my regular pack so I could get around quickly with my 
aid bag.  Fortunately, I wasn't needed," he related. 
   As the platoon grouped to move out after the brief skirmish.  Woods returned to his pack and lifted 
it to toss over his back. 
   One side of the aluminum frame snapped in half. 
   "Two bullets had gone through the front straps and ripped through the rucksack frame," he 
explained. 
   "I was happy I wasn't between the straps and the frame at the time.  I must say that my welcome to 
the field was one to remember--or maybe to forget. 
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   Dream Coming True 
   Village Self-Help Program Is A Success 
   QUE SON--A dream of the people of this village is slowly being realized with the help of a battalion 
of the 196th Inf. Bde. 
   A full-time doctor and a dispensary, built with their own labor, will be the result of the program now in 
effect. 
   What is the major contribution of the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf.?  Food.  Food to pay the wages of the workers 
who have produced more than 8,000 clay bricks for the 8-room structure. 
   Rice Supplied 
   "We supply Que Son District with all the good, captured NVA/VC rice we find in our combat 
operations," said the battalion's civil affairs officer, 1LT Roger Mulock.  "In turn, it is used to pay those 
laboring on the self-help program."   
   Sandbags of rice are also distributed to those who cannot work, during regular MEDCAP operations. 
    Doctor Sought 
   The second aspect of the program is recruiting a physician, MAJ Franklin L. Donahoe, senior 
advisor for Que Son district, explained, "As soon as the dispensary is completed, we can ask a doctor 
to come live and work in Que Son.  He'll probably have to come from Da Nang, Hue, or Saigon so we 
should have something to offer him." 
   10,000 Refugees 
   By means of the help given by the 196th Bde. to this village, overcrowded with 10,000 refugees, the 
dispensary is expected to be completed shortly. 
   "We have a close working relationship with the 2nd Bn., on LZ Ross," said MAJ Donahoe.  "The 
assistance from their civil affairs section has accelerated our program 100 percent." 
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Stumbling Saves  
Clumsy 'Charger' 
   By SGT PAUL FORMAN 
       196th Inf. Bde. 
   LZ BALDY--One awkward infantryman from the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde., can be as clumsy 
as he wants to be, as far as his friends are concerned. 
   PFC Francis Mihalek of Terre Haute, Ind., was on his way to get some hot food at the B Co. 
command post when he stumbled. 
          Old Well Explodes 
   "I was looking at an old well when I stumbled over a portion of the bucket rope and the bucket fell 
into the water," said the soldier. 
   Seconds later, a booby-trapped grenade exploded in the well, sending water flying in all directions. 
          Saved By Chow 
   "I guess they figured some GI would be hanging over the side of the well when the rope was 
lowered; and if I hadn't been going to the CP for ho chow, I might have been that man," he said. 
   Mihalek's friends still got their fresh water from the well, but not before thanking the awkward soldier. 
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Combat In Review 
Photo Caption - Weary Warrior 
   A trooper from B Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde., finds a quiet resting place after a long, wet 
morning in the hills west of Chu Lai.  (Photo by SP4 Robert Brown, 196th Inf. Bde. 
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Combat In Review 
'Chargers' Avert Ambush 
With Help Of Old Woman 
   LZ BALDY--An aged, white-haired Vietnamese woman appeared in the clearing.  She had come to 
tell the soldiers of a 196th Inf. Bde. company that the Viet Cong had stored a large amount of rice in 
her hut. 
   She had also come to help the "Guardians" by showing them a well-laid enemy ambush a short 
distance away. 
   "When the woman first came to use we were quite hesitant about following her; we were distrustful," 
said CPT John R. Malpass, commander of B Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. 
   "Intelligence reports, however, indicated enemy activity in the area and after we carefully checked 
her papers, we had her lead a small patrol to the hut," he said. 
   Ambush Spring 
   The patrol, led by SSG Terry Gibson, followed the old woman along the jungle trail.  Then through 
the dense undergrowth, the hut came into view. 
   "Suddenly she pointed toward the hut and frantically yelled a warning," said Gibson.  "We all hit the 
ground just as the Viet Cong sprang the ambush." 
   The enemy was well-entrenched and well-concealed in a deep ravine.  They were armed with 
automatic weapons and machineguns. 
   4 Enemy Captured 
   The "Chargers" spread out and began to return a massive volume of fire at the VC position.  They 
soon withdrew from the ambush site.  A quick sweep of the battle-ground resulted in the capture of 
four of the enemy. 
   The old woman's hut, which the VC had been using as a storehouse, contained over 2,000 pounds 
of rice. 
   SSG Gibson, noticeably relieved after the VC were routed, remarked, "We always manage to get by 
with the help of our Vietnamese friends." 
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Combat In Review 
 
'Guardians'  
Crash Party 
Kill Six VC 
   LZ BALDY--Crashing parties is not always in the line of duty, but "Chargers" from the 196th Inf. Bde. 
recently became uninvited guests at an enemy get-together. 
   "We were on a patrol when we came close to a small village.  One of the RFs (a Regional Force 
soldier) who was on duty there came over to us and said that some VC were living it up in one of the 
huts," remarked fire team leader SP4 Dennis Flores of A Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. 
   Flores and his men then cautiously entered the village, in line formation while the Regional Forces 
covered all possible escape routes.  The force was within 20 meters of the hut when they spotted the 
Viet Cong partying. 
   "They were singing and having themselves a ball when a grenade got them out of the party mood," 
Flores added. 
   Six VC were killed and one enemy was captured by the end of the brief battle. 
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Combat In Review 
 

 
Photo Caption - GI Laundry 
   It's wash day for members of the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde. as they make use of a cool 
mountain stream west of Tam Ky.  (Photo by SP5 Donald Evanger, 196th Inf. Bde.) 
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Pool Champs 
   CHU LAI--Two "Guardians" of the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., were the winners of a 
Sandpiper Service Club pool tournament held under the auspices of Americal Special Services on 
Oct. 26. 
   SP4 Ed Dougherty of E Co. was the champion, while PFC Thomas Jordan of B Co. was runner-up. 
 
 
24Nov68-Southern Cross Vol. 1 No. 12  Page 6 
Combat In Review 
Fast Support 
Ends Ambush 
   CHU LAI--A company of "Chargers" from the 196th Inf. Bde found out how valuable good 
support is when "Charlie" is making the going tough. 
   As a 2nd Bn. 1st Inf. company moved toward its nigh defensive position, the VC sprang a lethal 
ambush. 
   "They had a good position on an island and seemed to have plenty of ammo," said CPT James 
Schmit (Brooklyn, N.Y.), D Co. commander. 
   Not long after the first enemy shot was fired, the big 105mm howitzer rounds from the 3rd Bn., 
82nd Arty. began to rain on the enemy's fortified positions. 
   While sporadic fire was continuously sprayed at the "Chargers," two F-104 jets swooped out of 
the sky with their 500-pound bomb payloads to silence the last of the VC guns. 
   The "Charger" company moved out with the reassurance that there is always someone there to 
help--and fast. 
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3 Battalions Have New Commanders 
   Three Americal battalions have had changes of command recently. 
   LTC Sinclair L. Meiner has assumed command of the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 2nd Bn., 1st Inf.; LTC A.J. 
Dombrowsky takes command of the 198th Inf. Bde.'s 1st Bn., 6th Inf.; and LTC Richard M. 
Raunswinder will command the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 6th Spt. Bn. 
   LTC Meiner replaces LTC Robert B. Nelson; LTC Robert B. Nelson; LTC Dombrowsky replaces 
LTC William D. Kelley; and LTC Raunswinder replaces LTC Ralph R. Rusche. 
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Combat In Review 
   "WOW" 
   LZ BALDY--The word "WOW" may not mean much to the average individual, but to the men of the 
2nd Bn., 1st Inf., it is their catchword. 
   "I don't know where the expression came from," said 1LT David D. Parker, a platoon leader with D 
Co., "but everybody uses it from the battalion commander on down." 
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He Extends 
To Instruct 
   CHU LAI--A masters degree in biology and the ability to read, write, and speak six foreign languages 
is not a prerequisite to instruct at the Americal Div. Combat Center, but a former "Guardian" of the 
196th Inf. Bde. has them. 
   SGT Delmas Pauldo (Buffalo, N.Y.) known as "Pops" to the men of D Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., his old 
unit, recently extended his tour in Vietnam for six months to teach at the Combat Center. 
   "There are too many men coming over here not knowing what to do when they make contact with 
the enemy," the 32-year-old soldier noted.  "Too many lives are lost simply because someone 
underestimated the enemy," he continued. 
   Pauldo, like most instructors at the Combat Center, has experienced combat in the field and knows 
what he is talking about.  He will be working with the tactics committee. 
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Americal Band Performs For Vietnamese Villagers 
   QUE SON--All the Vietnamese on the road from LZ Ross to Que Son stopped and stared when 
the two fully loaded trucks passed.  A large crowd gathered as the trucks stopped and the men 
filed out. 
   There was something decidedly different about these American soldiers. 
   The gathering crowd contemplated the men's shiny blue helmets and highly polished boots.  
Instead of the traditional M-16 which every Vietnamese child over the age of crawling could easily 
recognize, these men carried objects which they had never seen. 
   Band Swings 
  The mystery of the strange objects was soon cleared up when the Americal Division started to 
play "Feeling Groovy." 
   As the band played more and more children and adults appeared. 
   "We are supposed to play in a change of command ceremony of the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. at LZ 
Ross," Bandmaster CW-2 Conrad S. Taylor explained.  "They called down and asked if we would 
like to give a concert in the village and we told them we'd be very happy to." 
   The warrant officer went on to say that he enjoyed travelling around the AO and tried to give 
concerts to the local Vietnamese at least once a month. 
   "We also go to the different base camps five and six times a month and sometimes more," he 
added. 
   Villagers Like Lain 
   CW-2 Taylor tries to give his listeners the music they like to hear.  "Since oriental music has a 
Latin flavor, we try to play Latins and a few marches, but mostly Latins." 
   Giving concerts in a Vietnamese village is not the only new twist for the band.  For the past four 
weeks they have been going to the Chu Lai Air Terminal in the afternoons. 
   THe purpose of the Air Terminal concerts is to play a few pop tunes and marches for the troops 
going back to the States. 
   The idea of a band is not new, but the ideas of the Americal Division's Band are. 
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    196 TRAPS NVA FORCE  
KILLS 66 IN MOUNTAIN BATTLE  
       By JIM BRUCE  
     196th  Inf.  Bde.  
   TAM KY --- Three 196th Inf. Bde. Companies, inching forward through thickly  tangled 
undergrowth along steep mountain slopes, killed 66 NVA who were part of quickly retreating 
elements of the 2nd NVA Div.,  25  miles  west  of Tam Ky.  
  Initial contact for the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. companies came early on the fourth day of Operation  
Fayette Canyon.  
  The operation originally began on Dec. 15 after intelligence reports   indicated an estimated 1,000 
NVA were securing a hospital complex and supply depots atop hill 953.  
  The action started when elements of B Co., led by CPT John R. Malpass  
(Larchmont, N.Y.)  spotted about 40 NVA  with  packs and  weapons  moving along the steep cliff 
of a lower ridgeline.  
  "As we watched, they just kept coming and coming until there must have been close to a hundred 
of them," said CPT Malpass.  
      Arty, Gunships Open Up  
  B Co. first called for artillery and gunships and then opened up with a barrage of plunging 
machinegun small arms fire, dropping many of the NVA headlong from their precarious cliffside 
perches. 
  As the last gunship broke station, Bravo called for an emergency resupply of ammunition.  
  Then came the slow tortuous move down the mountain, into the enemy base camp, over rocky 
cliffs, thick undergrowth, and along jungle trails strewn with debris from bombs dropped earlier by 
B-52s.  
       Rugged  Descent  
  "There were no acts of heroism up there on the hill," said CPT Malpass, "but coming down it was 
all individual effort, clearing them out from bunker to bunker."  
  A and C Cos. blocked ridgelines to the north and west, while B Co. swept into a base camp of 71 
bunkers. They encountered sporadic fire from defending NVA who were making a last-ditch effort.  
  The total number of enemy dead kept rising as scattered firing continued within the "Chargers" 
wedge.  B-52 raids, gunships, airstrikes, and artillery missions made a large contribution to the 
total NVA killed.  
        NVA  Rear Guard  
   One enemy soldier ran away from Bravo troops and fled directly into A Co. position.  He 
prudently shouted "Chieu Hoi."  
  He told A Co. interrogators that the NVA column the 196th had engaged on the on the fourth day 
of action had been the rear element of a 400-man main force moving toward Hoi An.  
  On the same day C Co., commanded by CPT  Charles A. Slaybaugh (Lakeview,  
Ohio) reported a second base camp approximately 1,000 meters west of the first one.  
 



 
Photo Caption: A BAG OF RICE is lifted out of an enemy hiding place in one of the two large base 
camps uncovered by "Guardians" of the 196th Bde. during Operation Fayette Canyon, 25 miles 
west of Tam Ky.  (photo of Keith Lee Wilson of B/2-1 retrieving rice).  
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Reclaim Homes From VC 
Village Returns to Thrive Again 
   LZ BALDY--The South Vietnamese flag is flying high again over Phu Tho--this time to stay.   
   Three years ago the people and chief of this small village, located 20 miles west of Tam Ky, were overrun by VC 
and forced to flee. 
   They headed north and south from enemy terrorism to the Vietnamese government security areas of Moc Bai 
and Que Son. 
   'Chargers' Lend Hand 
   Now with the assistance of a battalion from the 196th Inf. Bde., Phu Tho again will be a thriving community 
consisting of more than 1,200 people located in three large hamlets. 
   The village is presently the focus of a new and intensive pacification effort by "Legionnaires" of the 2nd Bn., 1st 
Inf.   "We have been working toward this phase of the past five months," said MAJ Jerry E. Rowe (Quincy, Calif) 
   Rice Remains 
   "During the rice denial program, rice was purposely left in that area for the people to harvest," he continued. 
   "We back this move because we feel the people are ready.  There is a strong desire on their part to return to 
their village." 
   Organize PF 
   A group of former residents with a strong desire to resettle in their old homes have formed a Popular Forces 
(PF) platoon which is responsible for security in conjunction with the village relocation. 
   The platoon runs periodic patrols through the area accompanied by a "Legionnaire" rifle squad to insure 
communications and artillery support. 
   The first objective is to root out the VC infrastructure among the people who remained behind when the enemy 
gained control of the village. 
   Potent PFs 
   "The Phu To group is the best PF platoon we have ever operated with," said LTC Sinclair L. Melner (Reno, 
Nev.), 2/1 commander. 
   "It must be the desire to go back," he noted.  "They have rooted out more VC infrastructure from their area of 
responsibility than we have ever gotten anywhere else." 
   Since early November, 23 Viet Cong have been killed or captured by the platoon. 
   Leaders Aid People 
   In the past three months a 12-man village committee composed of the village chief, his assistant, and 10 hamlet 
chiefs has regularly visited the old and new village sites working with the people and explaining the program. 
   In late November, the second of a pair of coordinated operations, a cordon and a search by two "Legionnaire" 
rifle platoons, three PF platoons, and the Phu Tho group, disclosed three VC suspects. 
   MEDCAP Initiated 
   Then the village committee PSYOP team and a combined Que Son/U.S. MEDCAP team went to work among 
the assembled people, explaining the program, hearing grievances, and aiding the sick. 
   More than 250 received medical treatment and 180 children were bathed.  Large quantities of soap, candy, and 
food stuffs were distributed to the villagers. 
   Building Underway 
   Construction of the village site already has begun.  An area has been cleared and a foundation laid for a 
bunkered compound and fortified village headquarters. 
   This defendable core around which the village can reconstitute itself is essential if the people are to maintain 
their security against the threat of VC reprisals. 
   "Once we build a village headquarters and perimeter, we can say that at least part of the village is controlled by 
the government of Vietnam because we physically occupy the ground and we can give the people some 
protection," said CPT George E. Hamm (Daniels Road, W. Va.), the 2/1 civil affairs officer. 
   Courageous Chief 
   Perhaps the strongest factor motivating the Phu Tho people's struggle to return to their old homes is their 52-
year-old village chief Ngo Thuong, a short leathery brown man with an infectious grin and persistent 
determination. 
   Thuong is mindful of the dangers involved.  He has become a prime target for VC retaliation, but it doesn't 
matter to him. 
   "We have returned," he said, "and we are here to stay--both ourselves and the South Vietnamese flag." 
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   2/1 FINDS HUGE CACHE  
     
  LZ BALDY-Division soldiers discovered large caches of enemy ammunition and weapons hidden 
in well-concealed caves while on search and clear   missions in a mountainous NVA stronghold 
area, 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  
  One of the biggest prizes unearthed by the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde., was a 12.7mm 
anti-aircraft machinegun with 2,000 rounds of ammunition.  
  Two heavy and four light 7.67mm machineguns also were found along with  100 RPG rounds 
with launcher, 20 82mm mortar rounds, 14 bangalore   torpedoes  and nine SKS 44 and four 
AK-47 rifles.  
  There were four new Chicom mortar sights, nine landline sets, and two Chicom telephone 
switchboards discovered along with 4,300 pounds of rice   and 550 pounds of rock salt.  
  The caches were found in caves within a kilometer of each other on the rugged Slopes  of Hill  
953.  
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     196TH READIES 4,000 GIFT BAGS FOR  TET HOLIDAY  
  
  LZ  BALDY - A  battalion from  the  196th  Inf.  Bde.  is ready for TET, not only militarily,  but  also  
in  a  spirit more   appropriate   to   this ancient  traditional  holiday.  
  The  Civil  Affairs  Section (S-5) of the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., at LZ Ross,  20 miles  north- west   of   
Tam   Ky,   filled some 4,000 gift bags for holiday  distribution  among  the people  of  the  nearby  
Que Son  refugee  village.  
  The  bags  contained  rice, soap,   candy,   and   sundry articles.  
   "The  idea got  its start this Christmas  when  we   filled and  distributed  almost  3,000 two-pound  
bags of rice,"  said 1LT Edward  R.  Suits  (Palatine Bridge,  N.Y.),  the  battalion  S-5.  
  "We  included  a  card  with Christmas greetings from the battalion  to  the  Vietnamese people  
with  each  bag,  and Gls distributed them thoughout the CVN-(Government) of Vietnam) controlled  
area."  
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       FIVE FROM SAME HOME AREA TOGETHER FROM BASIC TO NAM  
  
  LZ  BALDY--At least five men in the 196th Inf. Bde. will not have to look far when struck by the 
nostalgic  feeling  to  talk  to someone.  about  the  folks  back  home.       
     Carolina Neighbor               
  The five, all of A  Co., 2nd  Bn., 1st  Inf., live within  10  miles  of  each  other  in  their   home 
state of North Carolina.            
  PFCs Ernest Campbell and Jackie Clark (Morgantown, N.C.) and Paul Barnes, Jerry         
Gauge, and Dennis Hawkins (Marion, N.C.) met each other April 18 last year at the Army Induction 
Center in Morgantown.                      
  After tacking their  basic training   together at Ft. Bragg, N.C., they went on to AIT at Ft. Polk,  La.  
Following AIT,  they were assigned to Vietnam, all five on the same set of orders 
  The quintet   drove  home together  for  their  30-day leave  and  then  found  themselves  aboard  
the same  Vietnam-bound  plane  from  Ft. Lewis. Wash. to  Vietnam.  Together From Cam Rahn  
Bay,  the five headed north  for a week for  training  at  the  Americal combat Center. 
   Much to their  leisure and surprise  at  the  end of their training all the men were assigned to A 
Co and Bn 1st Inf.    
   No one in their unit now dares knock North Carolina.         
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Strategic Post 
Resurrected 
   LZ BALDY - Landing Zone Ryder has risen again from the ashes and destruction of its former self to 
become a strategic outpost in an area of renewed NVA activity. 
   The mountain top fire support base, 30 miles west of Tam Ky, has a long history of build-ups, 
destruction, and reconstruction as its tactical value to I Corps combat missions alternately increases 
and decreases. 
   Demolition teams of the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde. blew up the old base in August, shortly 
before the monsoons began.  The new base is being used for artillery support of current operations. 
   The recurring strategic importance of LZ Ryder stems from its excellent visual and fire command of 
Que Son and Antenna Valleys. 
   Renewed enemy activity has been reported north of Ryder at an old 2nd NVA Div. base camp area.  
Elements of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. and 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. have been sweeping through the enemy area 
as part of the Fayette Canyon Operation. 
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Photo Caption: SLOSHING IN A MOUNTAIN STREAM, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. troops of the 196th Inf. Bde. 
look for 'Charlie' in recently-concluded Operation Fayette Canyon.  (Photo by SP4 Jim Bruce, 196th 
Inf. Bde.) 
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Rescues GI From Undertow 

 
'Charger' Saves Swimmer 
   Photo Caption: CHU LAI BEACH IS A NIFTY PLACE to sun and surf, as this bird's eye view shows.  
But beware of the danger lurking off the shore--undertow.  It can whisk away careless swimmers.  
(Photo by SP4 Bill Guerrant, Americal IO) 
 
   CHU LAI--A young soldier from the 196th Inf. Bde. received the Soldier's Medal for heroic action in saving the 
life of a fellow "Charger" caught in the strong undertow off the beach here.  
   SP4 Donald R. Golden, a team leader with 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., was attending a beach party during his company's 
three-day stand-down. 
   Treacherous Undertow 
   Golden was watching two men on a raft in the ocean when he noticed them struggling beyond the breakers.   
   The raft on which the men were relaxing had been torn from them by a wave, and they were fighting to escape 
the strong undertow. 
   "They were about 300 yards from shore when I saw them, and the current was pulling them further out," Golden 
said. 
   Rescue One 
   The 20-year-old soldier from Yonkers, N.Y., a life guard for two years at Seaside Park, N.J., swam through surf 
and breakers to the men and towed the first safely back to shore. 
   But before Golden could rescue the second man, the undertow pulled its victim under the water and out of sight. 
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Enemy Squad Really Neat, 
Polices Up After 196th Unit 
   LZ BALDY -- With their supply lines seriously severed by bombing, illness, and desertion, the VC 
and NVA are policing up after division field companies in an effort to implement [supplement?] their 
own depleted supplies. 
      Camp For Night 
   An element of the 196th Inf. Bde. recently was impressed with the persistence of a VC scrounging 
team.  D Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., had hacked its way up the thickly vegetated jungle slope of a mountain 
in Antenna Valley, 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and at dusk established a night laager near the 
summit. 
   Moving out the next morning, the company had not hiked five minutes from their night perimeter 
before looking back to see a squad of VC policing up after them. 
      Expert Policemen 
   There was nothing left behind for them to take, but as one infantryman commented, "You sure have 
to give them credit for trying."  A squad of the "Legionnaire" company slipped back along the trail and 
broke up the enemy scavenger hunt with a few well-placed M-79 rounds. 
   The enemy uses discarded items like C-ration cans and ammo boxes to fashion home-made 
explosives.  D Co. was making sure that metal containers left behind today would not endanger them 
tomorrow in the form of booby traps. 
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Photo Caption: BEWILDERED AND UNABLE TO KNOW WHY, this Vietnamese tyke stands alone among refugees 
and their belongings as his fellow villagers are resettled after an enemy terrorist attack. (Photo by 1LT Josef Hebert, 
198th Bde. IO)  
  
AFTERMATH OF A TERRORIST ATTACK   
 Mute ACCEPTANCE AMONG COFFINS  
  TAM KY-One small Vietnamese child stood amid smoldering rubble and ashes. Tears streamed down his face, but 
not a sound came from his thin, chapped lips. He had seen death and destruction already in his short life, and the 
pre-dawn VC terrorist attack had left a tragic scene before him.  
  On a side street of Que Son refugee village 20 miles northwest of here.  stooped elders and half-clad children 
mourned in unbelieving silence over the bodies of family and friends. They ambled aimlessly through remains of gutted 
homes.  
  An old man salvaged a broken pot and a piece of tin roofing from the debris.  His wife scooped rice from the juncture 
of two charred walls.     Over everything, silence hung as heavily as the smell of smoke and burned flesh.  
       Mute   Acceptance  
  At the crowded village dispensary nearby, Vietnamese and American medical personnel worked feverishly over the 
wounded while, at a temporary morgue in a school, mourners maintained a vigil over the dead and carpenters 
prepared traditional red and yellow coffins.  Joss sticks and candles burned a fragrant, flickering memorial.  
  Emotions hidden behind a mask of mute acceptance, a Regional Force sergeant knelt and sifted a mound of fine 
sand to cushion the tiny coffin of his three-month-old daughter.  
  Cradling the naked body of a young girl in his arms and administering  mouth-to-mouth resuscitation as he ran, a 
Vietnamese medic broke through a circle of onlookers and raced toward a chopper waiting on the village soccer field.  



  As the Medevac ship lifted, the medic could still be seen through the doorway as he bobbed up and down on hands 
and knees and tried to force  
his breath into the dying child's lungs.  
 
         34   Killed  
  Back in the village, Civil Affairs personnel from the 2nd  Bn., 1st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde. at nearby LZ Ross, were 
distributing clothing and almost a ton of rice to victims of the raid.  The village refugee aid fund, established through 
efforts of Que Son elders and 2-1, contained $1200 for relief projects.  
   In the two refugee camps hardest hit, blank faces mirrored sorrow and disbelief but without desperation or surrender. 
The job of picking up had already begun.  
  During pre-dawn hours recently, this Vietnamese community of 26,000 was hit in lightning VC terrorist raid. Thirty-four 
villagers were killed, 55 civilians and three RF defenders wounded, and 86 homes burned to the ground.  
  Most of the victims, many women and children, died as terrorists systematically fired two blocks of thatched-roof 
houses.  Others were trapped in the flimsy, burning structures, and survivors, moved once  previously from 
VC-controlled regions, were again left homeless.  
  An estimated enemy platoon left 17 VC dead and two AK-47  rifles behind  in the vain attempt to overrun an RF hilltop 
fortification north of the village.   
           ̀ Success'  
  The attack on Que Son apparently was meant to disrupt the pacification program there.  
   "Que Son was hit because the village has been an obvious success," said 2-1 commander LTC Sinclair L. Melner 
(Reno,  Nev.).  "Only when a pacification program of this type begins to show positive results does it become a primary 
target for VC reprisals."  
  The VC apparently hoped to break the will of the people and drive them back into a valley where they could be forced 
to support VC, acccording to  battalion S-2, CPT Robert Netter (Kingston,  N.Y.).  
  "Judging by the way the refugees are already cleaning up and putting the pieces back together," he said, "the raid 
only strengthened their resolve  to stick it out right where they  are."    
           (196th IO)  
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ELECTION UNDERWAY  
  LZ  ROSS --Under the eye of the GVN and the 196th Inf.  Bde., residents of  Que Son  District  have been conducting 
elections.  
  Elements of the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. are operating with ARVN troops near polling locations to prevent infiltration by the 
enemy forces seeking to disrupt the self-governing process.  (196th  Bde. 1O)  
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AWOL NVA  
NOW A POW     
                  
LZ BALDY- -An AWOL NVA Squad leader, with help from the 196th Inf. Bde., recently  found himself 
with more free time then even he wanted.  
  The soldier, a member of the 2d NVA Div. located 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky, was on a three-day 
pass and decided to extend that to 10 days.  
  He was lounging comfortably in a hootch below an Americal observation   post when a recon patrol 
of the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. surprised him.  
  At last report, the embarrassed NVA had given valuable information about  his buddies and was 
enroute to an even longer vacation at a POW camp near Da Nang. (196th IO)  
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    NVA JUST RAN AWAY' FROM DSC WINNER GOFF  
  LZ  BALDY--Machinegunning SP4 Stanley Goff wasn't conscious of emotion  when he charged 
across 200 meters of  exposed  rice  paddies  to drive   nearly  100 heavily-armed NVA from 
well-entrenched  positions.  
  The San Francisco lad was downright nervous, owever, when GEN Creighton W. Abrams, 
commander of U.S. Forces on Vietnam, pinned the Distinguished   Service Cross on him here.  "I 
wasn't nearly as scared in the field as I was when those four stars were standing directly in front of 
me" said  Goff.  
  "I just stared at GEN Abrams through the whole ceremony. I just couldn't believe it."  
         Preparations  
  An entire infantry company couldn't believe Goff's exploits on an extremely hot day last August.  
Goff's commander remembered how B Co. 2d Bn., 1st Inf. got into the action.  
  "I was alerted that the company would proceed by foot to LZ Ross and prepare for airlift to Hawk Hill 
to help the 1st Sqdn.. 1st Cav. charge a well-fortified bunker area west of Tam Ky," said CPT John R. 
Malpass (Larchmont, N.Y.).  
  Shortly  afterward,  B  Co. and  A Trp., 1/1, were moving cautiously  through  the Pineapple  Forest   
area  toward flat,  rolling  hills  where  the 1/1 had killed some 200 NVA the  previous  day.  
  Across 200 meters of rice paddy to the front lay a densely-foliated    
woodline, and the combined force reconned it by fire.  
  To  everybody's surprise, we got back twice our employed fire  power," said CPT Malpass.  
  They had n-depth defense," he said, "rows and rows of positions.  Their defensive lines extended far 
wider than we imagined-- at least 300 meters."   The infantrymen ran for cover behind a low paddy 
dike, and Goff's second platoon was pinned.  From the side, friendly fire continued to fly at the NVA.  
  Under that cover, Goff suddenly jumped up and launched a two-man charge on the NVA with his 
M-60. Close behind was ammo bearer PFC Tommie Emery (Snider, Okla.).   "It was a blur of action," 
Goff said. "I just started firing all the rounds I had. "I heard someone scream that 30 or 40 NVA were in 
the  woodline on his right flank, so I kept blowing ammo toward the NVA  as people passed it to me.  
  "When I got through firing, everything in that area was quiet."  
  CPT Malpass watched and reacted:  "He just kept mowing them down in groups of five or 10 and, 
almost unbelievably, their fire just didn't hit us.    
   "RPGs were hitting everywhere. When Goff came closer to the NVA positions, at least 75-100 made 
a grand exodus.  They just ran away."  
   Goff, staggering in 120 degree heat, then fell exhausted.  His scorched  machinegun  had 
disintegrated with "bolts coming out everywhere."  
  Forty NVA were later found dead.  Most, if not all, were killed by the estimated 2000 rounds Goff 
fired. More bodies had been dragged away.   (196th  IO)  
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KIT CARSON HOI: 'ONE OF THE BEST'  
                  By SP4 JIM BRUCE  
  LZ BALDY--When Nguyen Hoi jumped between other men of the patrol onto an exploding enemy 
booby trap, the young Kit Carson scout ended a short and courageous career.  
  A former VC guerilla, Hoi was among the first group of Hoi Chanhs recruited to become Kit Carson 
scouts with the Americal Division.  
  In the closing days of Operation Fayette Canyon, a patrol of the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. was moving 
cautiously toward the crest of a jungle ridge overlooking LZ Ross 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  
  The mission was to locate and destroy a reported enemy mortar position threatening the 196th Inf. 
Bde. fire support base below.  
                     Trouble Signs  
   Hoi walked with the lead element after transferring to D Co. only two days earlier.  
  "At the base of the hill, two Vietnamese women said two VC might be hiding in a tunnel.  Hoi went to 
check. That  shows  what  kind  of  guy  he  was," said  1LT  Michael Holroyd  (Sedan,  Kan.),  a  
platoon  leader.  
   Moving  up  the  trail,  the  patrol  encountered  numerous punji  stakes and signs of possible booby 
traps.  Under such conditions, Hoi always preferred to walk point himself.  
                       Saved Two  
  As he quickened his pace to take the lead, Hoi suddenly snapped the trip wire of a booby-trapped  
Chicom grenade.  
  Realizing the grenade would detonate before he could warn the others, Hoi jumped in front of PFC 
Dennis Smith (Lake Zurich, ILL.)  and 1LT Holroyd and into  the  force of the blast.  He was killed 
instantly.  
    "His action probably saved at least two lives and prevented several other casualties," said 1LT 
Holroyd Hoi, 23, had been intimate witness to  fighting on both sides of the Vietnam conflict. In Dec., 
1965, Hoi was taken from home and family by the Ky An village VC guerilla unit.  
                          Chieu Hoi  
  He had been subjected to VC propaganda and believed part of what VC political leaders had told the 
people.  He resigned himself to becoming a VC soldier.  
  But as he worked with them, Hoi began to realize to what extent the VC were unable to fulfill 
promises and how they deceived people. Despite reprisal threats, Hoi Chieu Hoi'd  to the 196th in  
Dec., 1967.  
  At the Chieu Hoi center, Hoi met an American recruiting the first group of Americal Kit Carson scouts.  
He was accepted Jan. 25, 1968, assigned  number 002, and  sent  to  C Co.,  2/1.  
  As one of the first scouts with  the division,  Hoi quickly won  the  confidence  of  his  unit  for  his  
work  and  the  entire scout  program.  
                       Interrogator  
    "He was one of the best I  ever saw  at  digging  out intelligence  in  the  field,"  said  1LT  Donald  D.  
Faielle  (Pennsauken,  N.J.),  leader  of  the  third  platoon  with  which  Hoi spent  most  of his  time.  
  "If anything was to be learned  from a VC suspect, Hoi got it.  
  Hoi transferred from C Co. to D Co. to fill a gap.  A few days later came the patrol and booby trap 
which killed  him.  
                                                  ( 196th IO)     
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   MOVING OUT WITH MEEK  
  
  TIEN PHUOC--SGT  
   Harold Meek ( Columbus, Ind.) is making good time- He served as artillery forward observer with all 
but one company in his battalion  
  Serving his second Vietnam tour sandwiched around only  four  months in Germany, Meek works 
with the 2d  Bn, 1st Inf.  
  "I'm infantry turned FO," said Meek, a 1st Div. grenadier on his first tour.  "Before returning here, I 
didn't even know how to call in artillery."  
  After working first with D Co., 2/1, Meek moved to C Co.  When its FO fell sick.  Similar 
circumstances brought him to B Co. and, each time an FO vacancy occurred, Meek was picked to fill 
in.  
  He finally moved to all but A Co. and "now I'm waiting for a chance to  complete the cycle with them."  
(196th IO)  
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Combat In Review  
    AWOL ENEMY DOC TRIES OWN MEDICINE  
   LZ ROSS---The NVA doctor prescribed a Chicom grenade as a death device for a persistent 196th 
Inf. Bde soldier recently.  Instead the GI gave the doc lethal medicine.  
  Action started when a patrol of C Co., 2d Bn., 1st Inf. moved on a search and clear mission up a 
mountain slope in an NVA-infested area 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Intelligence reports indicated 
a heavy  
concentration of NVA on the mountain top.  
              Surprise  NVA  
  The patrol had run out of trail and pointman SP4 Douglas Chappell (Wampom, Pa.) was looking for a 
new route when he spotted an NVA at the crest of a ridge. Chappell wounded the man who had 
disappeared into the tangle of brush and rocks. Ears cocked for the slightest sound, Chappell inched 
through the brush ahead of the patrol.  A faint blood trail glistened on the sandy soil.  
             Survivors  Grenade  
  A smoking chicom grenade suddenly bounced at the pointman's feet and exploded hardly a meter 
away. Chappell was scratched by the faulty grenade, but his quarry wasn't as fortunate when 
Chappell fired back.  
  A search of the body produced documents showing the enemy soldier had been an NVA doctor with 
overdue orders to report to a new unit in another area.   He had waited two days too long.   (196th IO)   
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CHOPPERS GREETED WARMLY  
IN HOT TIEN PHUOC FIGHTING  
  
  LZ BALDY--Riot 12 receiving fire from three or four positions crackled the radio in the command 
post.  "One man hit, We're coming in."  
  The distressed helicopter was the command control ship of the 2nd Bn. 1st  Inf. whose commander. 
LTC Sinclair L. Melner (Reno, Nev.) and CSM Harold L. Sturdivant (Sacramento, CA.) had been flying 
into a hot landing with ammo resupplies for surrounded A and C Cos.  
  Since dawn, the 196th Inf. Bde. units had been fighting elements of the 3rd NVA Div. in mountains 
eight miles southwest of Tam Ky near Phuoc village.  
  Enemy troops hid in well camouflaged bunkers, and the situation was becoming critical when LTC 
Melner made the first resupply attempt in his "Charlie-Charlie."  
       'Vulnerable'  
  As the LZ's rough ring of trees and rubble rushed up to meet the chopper, automatic weapons fire 
popped from several directions.  
  Chaplain (MAJ) Donald L. Bartley, Rockbridge Baths, VA), along for the ride," himself a target:  "I've 
never felt so vulnerable and exposed in my life."  
   The chopper crew chief acting as doorgunner took a round in the leg, and the ship turned back to 
secure medical aid for him.  
  The position of the embattled companies worsened, and the colonel soon was back in the air for a 
second try.  
         Aground  
  Again the "Charlie-Charlie" encountered intense automatic weapons fire but took no hits as it settled 
into the LZ to deliver ammo to the surrounded companies.  
  While his ship removed three seriously -wounded men and made a second trip with four more 
wounded, LTC Melner and CSM Sturdivant remained on the ground to coordinate with company 
commanders.  
  Five resupply and MEDEVAC choppers were hit over the battle area that day, and one crashed.  Its 
crew escaped moments before a flaming explosion.  
  Flying into blazing LZs on resupply and MEDEVAC missions isn't new to LTC Melner.  He received a 
Silver Star for similar action last November.  (196th IO)  
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A m e r i c a l   R e p u l s e s   E n e m y   A s s a u l t s 
Division Units Kill 594 Of Foe 
During Sapper, Rocket Hits 
   CHU LAI--After seven months of relative quiet in the division area, enemy activity exploded all over 
southern I Corps as Americal units killed 594 during seven days of heavy fighting in May. 
   From one end of the AO to the other, enemy main force and sapper units attacked friendly positions 
only to be successfully repulsed.  Artillerymen and engineers along with other support troops fought 
along with other support troops fought like "grunts" in repelling many of the assaults. 
   122mm and 140mm rockets, 60mm and 82mm mortars, RPGs, automatic weapons, and small arms 
fire were unable to throw Americal defenders off balance. 
   The combination offensive-defensive encounters accounted for 389 NVA and 205 VC dead and 109 
weapons, 21 crew-served captured. 
    Sappers 
   At LZ Baldy, a large force of NVA sappers attempted to breach the 196th Bde. base camp's 
defense. 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. soldiers fought off the assault. 
   Forty NVA bodies were found around the perimeter the next morning along with 13 individual 
weapons and numerous munitions including seven RPGs and 25 satchel charges. 
   To the south near Tam Ky, NVA and VC forces over- (Continued on Page 8) 
Div. Repels Enemy Hits (Continued from Page 1) whelmed a small outpost atop Nui Yon hill only to 
be driven off with extremely heavy casualties. 
   Elements of the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf. and 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. aided by intensive artillery bombardment 
and air strikes, retook the position. 
   Fifty-three NVA bodies were discovered on the hilltop when the ARVN 3/4 Cav., which also 
participated in the action, reached the peak. 
   VC Stopped 
   Northwest of Quang Ngai, elements of the 1st Bn., 52nd Inf., 198th Bde. rebuffed the Viet Cong at 
LZ Buff. 
   Twenty-seven of the enemy were felled by "Brave and Bold" bullets as they attempted to reach the 
landing zone.  Two crew-served and four individual weapons were captured. 
   At LZ Snoopy, northwest of 11th Bde. headquarters at Duc Pho, non-infantry defenders beat back a 
combined NVA and VC force. 
   Elements of the 1st Bn. 82d Arty. and 39th Engr. Bn. killed 17 NVA and 23 VC while capturing six 
individual and one crew-served weapon.  Two NVA also were killed by artillery barrages.  (Americal 
IO) 
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  LARGEST  COMPANY  MEDCAP  VISIT,  
  2-1 TREATS OVER 1,000 VIETNAMESE  
   LZ BALDY--Medical personnel of the 196th Inf. Bde. in one hectic day treated more than 1,050 
Vietnamese civilians during the latest company size MEDCAP in the history of the Americal Division in 
Vietnam.  
  "Legionnaires" of B Co., 2nd Bn., 1st. Inf., set the stage for the new mark during a joint cordon and 
search operation through Hien Luong Village, 10 miles south of De Nang.  
  The operation also netted 12 VC kills, four VC suspects detained, and more than 5,000 pounds of 
polished rice unearthed from buried caches.  
  It was 0200 hours when the men on guard began waking the rest of B CO. from their night laager on 
a white, sandy plain off the South China Sea.   
           Move Out  
  Dawn found the 2-1 troops drawn up in a modified "L" outside Hien Luong.  CPT Richard D. Heroux 
(Waltertown. Conn.) gave the command to move into the village.  
  A few hundred meters away, Popular Forces (PFs) from Huong Xuan Village  
began their advance from the opposite direction.  
  Suddenly pointman PFC Michael Fox (Brooklyn) spotted a man racing away along one of the many 
dikes surrounding the Village.  Ignoring shouts of "Dung Lai! Dung Lai" the man kept running.  
   Rifles cracked and the operation claimed its first kill of the day.  Documents on the body later proved 
the man a top local leader visiting from a nearby village.  
           Flush VC  
  The two Allied forces continued their sweep through the outlying hamlets moving toward the village 
center and rooting out 11 more VC from hootches and underground bunkers.  
  In a short time more than a thousand excited Vietnamese had gathered, milling about in the  central 
street as whispers of "Bac  si,  Bac si"  (doctor) passed through the crowd.  
  As soon as the village was secured, 2-1 battalion surgeon, CPT Kirk Hilliard Pleasantville, N.J.) and 
a Medical Assistance Team thAt took over to diagnose and treat villagers ills.      
        Find  Rice  
  GIs and PFs continued their search, unearthing rice caches buried in   graves, under hootches, and 
hidden in the woodline around the village.        While the record MEDCAP continued, logbird [firebird] 
pilots of the 71st Avn.,   Bn., "Rattlers" extracted the rice to government storehouses.  
  Four children slightly wounded in an exchange with VC snipers were dusted off and treated at an aid 
station on LZ Baldy.  
  With late afternoon, s group of justifiably tired and satisfied   infantrymen and medics packed up their 
gear and prepared to withdraw again to their night laagers and fire support base. (196th IO)  
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Kids Get New Duds 
'Chargers' Outfit Battalion of Children 
 By SP4 JIM BRUCE 
 

 
Photo Caption:  OVERWHELMED WITH BOXES, SGT George Sanders (Stafford Kans.) and SP4 
Frank Cyphers (Mansfield, Ohio) toss still more onto a swiftly growing pile.   They contain clothing for 
more than 1,000 children in the Que Son area and were donated by family, friends, and neighbors of 
the men of A Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 196th Bde. 
 
   LZ BALDY--It was a circus, visit to the zoo, and Christmas rolled into one, and no one could say 
whether the hamlet of refugee children and parents or their Americal benefactors were enjoying it 
more. 
   At Que Son Village, 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky, an idea generated by a platoon leader and a 
medic was helping to clothe more than 1,000 orphans and refugee children. 
   1LT Stephen M. Florio (Mia Mar, Fla.), A Co., 2-1 Inf., 196th Inf. Bde., and SP5 David Webb (La 
Mirada, Calif.) first conceived the idea of a clothing drive to help the children of Que Son. 
   Like Kids 
   "Most GI's are pretty soft-hearted when it comes to little kids," LT Florio said. 
   "I come from a big family, and Webb's got a bunch of brothers and sisters.  It kind of hurts being out 
there, seeing all these kids and remembering how much we had back home." 
   "There was one little boy I remember especially.  He would come out on the road and just about live 
with us from sunup to sundown." 
   "This little fellow had only one set of clothing.  In three months.  I saw him in the same red shirt, the 
same blue pants, and now shoes.  We decided that a clothing drive could help a lot more kids." 
   So the lieutenant and medic wrote letters, with pictures of the kids, for school presentations and 
newspaper features, and sent them to Webb's mother. 
      MOM Helps Out 



   Mrs. Webb is a member of the La Mirada MOM's Club, an organization of mothers with sons in 
Vietnam who boost morale by sending cards and packages. 
   For weeks, the MOM's held clothing drives and rummage sales, and high school students collected 
money for postage. 
   La Mirada responded with over a ton of new or slightly used children's clothing, shoes, toys, and 
enough money to send the items air mail. 
      Deluge Of Boxes 
   Early in May, A Co. supply personnel in Chu Lai were surprised to see 50 big boxes of clothing 
delivered at their rear area warehouse. 
   Four days later, the other half of the shipment arrived.  One hundred boxes of clothing, shoes, and 
toys for the children of Que Son. 
   Webb already had left in February for reassignment to Fort Hood, Texas; and LT  Florio only had "tit 
days to go," but he was there to see the final result of their efforts to help the children of Que Son. 
   Rummage Sale 
   In refugee housing centers throughout the village, Vietnamese parents stood by expectantly and 
children shouted at familiar American faces as LT Florio and other men of 2-1 handed out clothing, 
shoes and toys. 
   "It's a good feeling," LT Florio said.  "These kids have nothing to do with the war, and if we can do 
something to make it a little easier for them, that's good." (196th IO)  
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    RICE BAGS PROVE HEALTHY  
    AS CHOPPER CUSHION SEAT  
  
  LZ BALDY--CPT Robert E.Netter has acquired a sudden taste for rice. A thousand pounds of the 
grain probably saved the 196th Inf. Bde. officer's life.  
  CPT Netter, an intelligence officer from the 2nd Bn. 1st  Inf.,  and his  Vietnamese interpreter. SGT 
Cao, were seated atop a dozen 100 pound bags of rice  being extracted from caches found 20 miles 
north of Tam Ky.  
  Suddenly 13 rounds of enemy automatic weapons fire ripped into the belly  of their Huey.  Luckily, 
their rice-padded perch  absorbed all the hits.  
  The "Rattlers" logbird from the 71st  Avn.  Co.  had been lifting out the first load of 3,000 pounds of 
rice unearthed by B Co., 2-1, and Regional Force (RF) soldiers when the enemy gunner zeroed in.  
  Suddenly the air was awhirl with the crack of ground fire and the doorgunner's answering burst.  
  The co-pilot was slightly wounded by shrapnel in the foot, hut the  chopper returned safely to the 
battalion's base at LZ Baldy in spite of a  ruptured  fuel line.  
  "I was hugging those rice bags and darned glad they were there," said the captain from Kingston, 
N.Y.  "Ill be happy to eat rice every day from now on."   (196th IO)  
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New COs 
Join Units 
  
  CHU  LAI - The  Americal Div. welcomed two new brigade commanders and a  
trio of new battalion COs to its ranks in recent weeks.  
  The reins of the 196th Inf. Bde. were taken by COL Thomas H. Tackaberry (Fairfax, Va.), while COL 
Jere 0. Whittington (Kilgore, Tex.) is the new  leader of the 198th.  
  COL Tackaberry, who succeeded COL Frederick Kroesen, came to Vietnam after  
serving as military assistant in the office of the Under-secretary of the Army in Washington. He 
previously served here from July 1966 to July 1967. He is married with four children.  
  COL Kroesen was reassigned to the Pentagon.  
  The new "Brave and Bold" commander, COL Whittington, took over from COL  
Robert B. Tully who was reassigned to Headquarters, Department of the Army.  
  COL Whittington served a previous tour here as a MACV advisor at TUY HOA, in 1964-65 and most 
recently served in the Pentagon with the office of the Joint Chief's of Staff.  
  Also married and the father of four children, the 198th CO resides in McLean, Va.  
  The three battalion changes of command consisted of two new infantry CO's and one new armored 
squadron leader.  
  LTC Clarence T. Campbell (Rockfield, Md.) took over the  2nd Bn., 1st  Inf.,  196th Bde.  from LTC  
Sinclair  L. Melner;  LTC Albert J. Smith  (Fairfax,  Va.) replaced  LTC Jack C. Davis with the 4th Bn., 
.3rd  Inf.,  11th Bde.; and LTC John H. Dure is the new leader of the "Dragoons"  of  the  1st  Sqdn., 
1st Cav., assuming  command from  LTC Phillip Bolte.  
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Ho's Birthday Party Dampened 
'Legionnaires' Zap Sappers 
   LZ BALDY-The quick reaction of this fire support base was credited with aborting an estimated NVA 
company-sized attack and left 31 enemy dead inside the perimeter. 
   Sapper teams with satchel charges, Chicom grenades, AK-47s, AK-50s, and RPG-7 rocket 
launchers, were apparently trying to give Ho Chi Minh a special birthday victory. 
   But defenders of the 196th Inf. Bde. and supporting elements quickly threw a wet blanket on the 
birthday party.  The infiltrators inflicted light damage before being cut down inside the wall. 
   Capture Weapons 
   Fighting continued until after dawn, when patrols discovered 29 enemy bodies and gathered more 
than 125 Chicom grenades, 25 satchel charges, six AK-47s, three AK-50s, and six RPG launchers. 
   Three of the launchers, with night sights, were of the latest Russian-make. 
   "These were brand new launchers," said CPT Robert Netter (Kingston, N.Y.), 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. 
intelligence officer.  "They apparently did not even get a chance to fire them," he added. 
   The early morning quiet was broken when Rangers reported the enemy slipping through the wire, 
and called for illumination. 
   Exact Quantities 
   1LT Donald Fanelle (Pennasuken, N.J.), 2/1 Hq. Co. commander and duty officer for the night, took 
the call at the battalion TOC. 
   "We've got sappers moving through the wire, sir," advised the Ranger trooper. 
   "How many?" queried 1LT Fanelle. 
   "A lot of them, sir." 
   "How many is a lot [of] them?" shouted the lieutenant, already calling for illumination. 
   At a hootch overlooking the perimeter line, SSG Frederick J. Fekete (Newark, Ohio) had just 
awakened to the red alert when he spotted a sapper team climbing below his bunker. 
      One-man Gang 
   An NVA hurled a satchel charge at the bunker, but it bounced from the window screen and exploded 
harmlessly.  Seizing his M-16 SSG Fakete blasted the pair through the screen. 
   Leaving the bunker, he finished one with a blow from his rifle butt and shot the other hidden in the 
brush.  They were armed with satchel charges, Chicom grenades and an AK-50 assault rifle. 
   Fakete recalled how he felt during the encounter.  "I just reacted," he said.  "I was out in the bush for 
11 months.  Out there you learn to react." (196th IO) 
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K-C Counts To Three 
Causes NVA To Flee 
 
   TAM KY--A young Kit Carson Scout suddenly realized that one and one never equal three and took 
action to correct the addition and probably saved the lives of an Americal lieutenant and a fellow 
interpreter. 
   B Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. was conducting a search and clear patrol on Hill 300, eight miles northwest 
of here, when 1st plt. ldr., 1LT David E. Yates (Chesapeake, Va.) called for a break. 
      Tactical Sniff 
   While footweary infantrymen formed a perimeter and sat down to relax, SGT Tran Kinh Thuong, the 
Kit Carson Scout, continued to cast about like a nervous blood-hound sniffing out clues.  Near the 
perimeter, he discovered a new and freshly-used trail. 
   "Thuong ranges around a lot on his own and is pretty good at finding things, and we decided to 
check it out," said 1LT Yates.  So he and Thuong moved down the trail as another Kit Carson Scout, 
SGT Nguyen Van Ngoc watched them from above. 
   "Click."  What sounded like a rifle "safety" snapped in the brush and the two dropped to the ground.  
Moving slowly off the trail to check they found nothing. 
   Two's Company 
   From his vantage point above, SGT Ngoc watched the three men approaching up the trail.  "What 
was that?"  He looked again.  "Yes there were three!"  1LT Yates and SGT Thuong were being 
followed at a distance by a NVA with an AK-47. 
   A short burst barked from SGT Ngoc's M-16, and a very surprised NVA crashed into the brush 
leaving behind his pistol belt, a hammock and three AK-47 magazines. 
   "He could have gotten us both easily," said 1LT Yates.  "I'm sure glad Ngoc was watching closely 
enough to notice the extra man." (196th IO) 
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    Congratulations To The New Arrivals 
Graphic: Stork carrying a baby in a cloth diaper with the Americal patch on it. 
 
SP4 Charles Burton, 1-46 Inf. .......... daughter born June 11 
1SG Doyle D. Smith, 523 Med. Co. ............ son born June 11 
SP4 Hugh B. Auton, 6-56 Arty. .......... daughter born June 12 
SP4 Carlton Webb, 1-52 Inf. ................. son born June 12 
SP4 Leroy Nairn, 1-20 Inf. ............. daughter born June 12 
SP4 James C. Cash, 4-31 Inf. ................ son born June 13 
SP4 Milton Wilson, 3-16 Arty. ............... son born June 13 
SP4 William G. Keull, Combat Center ......... son born June 14 
1LT David Waltz, 1-46 Inf. .................. son born June 14 
PVT Robert D. Shuemak, 1-46 Inf. ............ son born June 14 
2LT Walter T. Brown, HHC, 11th Bde. ......... son born June 14 
SP4 William M. Biddy, 723 Maint. Bn. ... daughter born June 14 
PFC Frederick Cross, 26 Engr. Bn. ........... son born June 14 
SP4 James Alexander, 39 Engr. Bn. ...... daughter born June 15 
SGT Eugene Holland, 1-20 Inf. ............... son born June 15 
PFC Floyd G. Lewis, 2-1 Inf. ........... daughter born June 16 
PFC Michael Brewer, 1-46 Inf. .......... daughter born June 16 
SP4 Nelson G. Monroe, 4-3 Inf. ......... daughter born June 16 
1LT James S. Koener Jr., 23 MP Co. ..... daughter born June 17 
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Far Way  
To School 
  By SP4 JAMES BRUCE 
  LZ BALDY- Grandpa walking to school 40 years ago and urban youngsters riding crosstown to 
classes today have nothing on a couple of Americal officers. 
   The two men medical officer and civil affairs officer for the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde. commute 
35 miles by helicopter three times weekly to Vietnamese language classes at division headquarters in 
Chu Lai. 
   Part of the flight each way is over territory still contested by enemy and allied forces. 
   Battalion Surgeon , CPT Phillip I. Whong (Los Angeles) and 1LT Spencer Baba (Bethesda, Md.), 
battalion S-5, catch the command and control helicopter out of LZ Baldy for their jaunts to the 
"Speaking Vietnamese I" classes. 
   CPT Whong figures the introduction to Vietnamese language gained during the eight-week course 
will increase his effectiveness during MEDCAPs to villages in the 2-1 AO. 
   LT Baba plans to make good use of language in his civil affairs work among the Vietnamese. 
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2-1 Reaches MEDCAP Milestone 
TREAT 10,000 VIETNAMESE   By SP4 JIM BRUCE  
  LZ BALDY-A battalion from  the  196th  Inf.  Bde. during a recent  MEDCAP  
treated their 10,000th patient in the span of one year.  
  For the milestone MEDCAP, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., returned to Phu Huong hamlet, 20 miles northwest of 
Tam Ky. The 500-population hamlet had been the  
site of some of the "Legionnaires "'first MEDCAPs in Que Son Valley shortly  
after the battalion's arrival from Tam Ky a year before.  
    Skin Disease  
  Significantly, the 10,000th patient was not a casualty of the fighting,  but a young mother with a baby 
suffering from one of the numerous tropical skin irritations so prevalent here.  
  "Few of the people we see have been wounded," said 2-1 Battalion Surgeon,  CPT  Phillip I. Whong 
(Los Angeles).  
  It was difficult to say just who would be the exact 10,000th patient,  according to Civil Affairs Officer, 
1LT Spencer Baba (Bethesda,  Md.).  "But our records indicated that the upcoming MEDCAP in Phu 
Huong would pass that mark, so we decided that the 14th person treated that day would become our 
official 10,000th patient."  
    Cooperative  
  On the appointed morning, CPT Whong and LT Baba loaded their retinue into a couple of jeeps and 
the small MEDCAP convoy left the gates of LZ Baldy.  
  "The people in this hamlet pretty much accept us," LT Baba said. "Word gets around that we're here, 
and there will be a steady stream of people coming in all morning but never a crowd. They are very 
orderly."  Twice CPT Whong got out his scalpel to perform minor surgery on an infected splinter and a 
smashed toe, and his patients accepted the momentary pain stoically.  
     Milestone  
 Five, ten treated.  Who could be the 14th?  Who would be the 10,000th patient?  Then she came in, 
the mother with the sick child. There was no fanfare or special notice taken, just the same attentive 
care which marked the entire day.  
  As the mother departed with her baby, a bottle of medicine, some soap, and a pamphlet in hand, the 
2-1 team began the job of working toward its second 10,000  MEDCAP  patient in  Que Son Valley.  
(196th IO)  
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  2-1 ADOPTS SPUNKY ORPHAN  
    By SP4 JIM BRUCE  
  
  LZ BALDY-The Americal soldiers knew him only as Son.  At 12, already he was head of  his family 
and sole support of a younger brother and sister.  
  But when the Vietnamese orphan told his story to a burly mortar platoon sergeant of the 2nd Bn. 1st 
Inf., the entire outfit took him under its  
wing.  
  This 196th Inf, Bde. unit was located in the village of Tien Phuoc, eight miles northwest of Tam Ky, 
engaged against fortified  NVA positions in  the surrounding mountains, when Son approached PSG 
Clifford Gardner (Radcliff, Ky.).  
        Handy Hat  
  He was a small boy, dressed in a pair of red shorts and an oversized GI jungle hat stuffed with the 
receipts of his responsible little world.  "He had that hat stuffed with papers until it looked like a filing 
cabinet"  Gardner  said.  
  "The little character came to me and said he was hungry along with his little brother and sister, he 
wanted work.  With my broken Vietnamese and  
his broken English, I learned he was sole support of himself, an eight-year-old brother and 
four-year-old sister."         
  Gardner gave Son  a job policing  up  the  company  area  and  took  the  matter  to  The  Battalion 
Chaplain (CPT) Thomas M. Warme (Minneapolis,  
Minn.).  The two men accompanied Son home for a visit.   
  They found the children living in a small hut in the village.  The family originally lived on a small farm 
outside of Tien Phuoc until Son's mother  and father died a year ago.  
      Buy Bicycle  
  Back  at  the  1-1  compound,  Gardner  and Chaplain  Warme  dipped  into  their  pockets  for $20  
each, and the men of B. Co.  passed the hat. With the money, they planned to buy Son a bicycle so  
he  could  more  easily  get around  to  support his  little  family.  
  But  where  to buy  the bicycle?  
  Chaplain  Warme  decided  to  use  his  chain  of command.  He contacted the 196th Chaplain, MAJ 
Donald  Bartley  (Rockbridge  Baths,  Va.)  at the  
brigade's home on LZ  Baldy.  
  He  told  Chaplain  Bartley  he  and  2-1 commander,  LTC  Sinclair  L.  Melner  (Reno,  Nev.), 
wanted a bicycle.  
  "No problem," answered Chaplain Bartley, "I'll have a bicycle there by  tomorrow." Then he called a 
friend in Da Nang and had one flown on a  dustoff.  
  In  Tien  Phuoc,  a  very  surprised  Son  was presented  with  his  new  bicycle  plus  three  
100-pound bags  of rice,  a  supply of canned fish and  
1200 piasters  cash,  all compliments of B Co.,  2-1, and  the  196th  Bde.  
  Things  are definitely  looking  up  for  the  independent  Vietnamese  youngster  in  the  red  shorts 
and filing cabinet hat.  (196th IO)  
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Photo Caption: Precious Cargo 
   An infantryman from the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. hurries to a waiting Americal chopper with 
a heavy sack of rice.  The valuable cargo was distributed to refugees in the Que Son Valley.  (Photo 
by SP4 Jim Bruce, 196th Bde. IO) 
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  MISSING KIN SAFE AND SOUND  
  LZ BALDY - It will be a tearful homecoming for Kim Lunh Khanh.  
  The boy kidnapped when VC terrorists assassinated his hamlet chief father, was rescued after 
weeks of enemy captivity by a joint effort of Regional Forces (RFs) and an Americal infantry unit.                                
  At Tiny Xuan Phu hamlet, 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky, everyone  was  enjoying  the  festivities  of  
the  annual  Buddhist birthday celebration when three men  walked  unnoticed  into  the midst of the 
revelry.  
  They went quickly to the home of hamlet chief Luu Knanh and, in brutal contrast to the merrymaking 
outside, shot the chief in the head with a pistol and spirited away his 10-year old son, Kim.  
  The family was doubly grief stricken. Kim's uncle, Theu Van Khanh, an RF with the Moc Bai forces, 
swore vengeance and began checking rumors of the kidnapped boy's whereabouts, After weeks of 
following up fragmented bits of information and blind leads, his efforts were finally rewarded.  
  On a joint search and clear operation 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky, Moc Bai RFs and 
"Legionnaires" from  2nd  Bn.,  1st Inf., of the 196th Inf. Bde.  were sweeping through the sandy flood 
plain just inland from the South China Sea.  
  As evening approached, the units suddenly began receiving fire from a  range of dunes to their front.  
Dropping to cover behind rice paddy dikes, company commander 1LT Dwight D. Sypolt (Reedsville,  
W Va.) called in artillery and airstrikes on the enemy's location.  
        Find Bunkers  
  At daybreak, search parties checking out the area discovered a complex of nine bunkers buried in 
the dunes reinforced with railroad ties, tracks and cement. They also found six Vietnamese women 
and 24 children huddled in a hut near the bunkers.  
  While B Co. went to work destroying the bunkers, RF Khanh began questioning the women. But 
what was this?  One of the children looked familiar!  
  A closer look disclosed the youngster to be the kidnapped Kim! The boy had been held in this area 
by VC and NVA since shortly after his abduction from Xuan Phu hamlet.  (198th IO)  
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Stork Stats 
   PFC VICTORY W. HOWELL, 723rd Maint. Bn., son born June 
11, Savannah, Ga.  SP4 STEVEN SAVAGE, 4-21 Inf., daughter 
born June 16, Quincy Mass. SP5 ROBERT WARNER, 723rd Maint. 
Bn. daughter born June 18, Northhampton, Mass, 1LT TED M. 
KELLY, 2-1 Inf., daughter born June 18.  SP4 STEVEN MOODY, 
5-46 Inf., daughter born June 18, Everett, Washington, SP4 
RONALD D. DUNNING, 5-46 Inf., daughter born June 18, Seattle, 
Wash. SP4 REGINALD ASPLT, HHC 11th Bde., son born June 
18, Sayer AFB, Michigan, PFC WILLIAM M. JONES, HHC, son 
born June 19, Flat River, Mo. 1LT KIRK SWENSON, HHC, son 
born June 19, Trenton, Neb. SP4 MICHAEL MANNING, Cbt. Center, 
son born June 19, Spencer, Iowa.  PVT LEWIS WILSON, 26th 
Engr. Bn., daughter born June 19, Jacksonville, Fla. SGT  
THEODORE H. ROSOVICH, 3-1 Inf., daughter born June 20, Tuscon,  
Ariz. SP4 JUNIOR HELTON, 5-46 Inf., son born June 20, Savannah, 
Ga. PVT JOHN G. ONOFRYTON, F Trp., 17th Cav., daughter 
born June 20, Detroit, Mich. PFC ALVIN CORNELIUS, 39th Engr. 
Bn., daughter born June 20, New York, N.Y. SP4 TERRY E. GODFREY, 
1-52 Inf., daughter born June 21, Tulsa, Okla.  SGT CECIL  
G. SPENCER, 3-18 Arty., son born June 21, Jackson, Tenn. SGT  
DONALD M. MONTGOMERY, 523rd Sgn. Bn., daughter born June 
21, Long Beach, Calif. SFC LARRY B. MARTIN, 723rd Maint. Bn., 
son born June 21, Ft. Polk, La.  PFC PETER M. MORFOID, 1-52 
Inf., son born June 22, Amsterdam, N.Y. SP4 ARTHUR S. PERKINS, 
335th Trans. Co., daughter born June 22, Tuscon, Ariz.  MAJ 
GEORGE A. INGLERIGHT, 4-3 Inf. daughter born June 23,  
Florance, Ala. SP4 EUGENE P. BECK, 295th Ord. Co., daughter 
born June 23, Columbus, Neb.  SP4 RAYMOND L. NETTLES, 4-21 
Inf., son born June 23, Palestine, Tex.  SP4 JAMES W. THEFORD, 
4-31 Inf., son born June 24, Hamilton, Tex. SP4 JAMES L. FINEFROCK, 
174 Avn. Bn., son born June 24, Canton Ohio, 1LT 
D. JOHNSON, 4-31 Inf., son born June 24, Dothan, Ala. SP4 BRUCE 
NOENNICH, 2-1 Inf., son born June 24, China Lake, Calif. PFC 
SCOTT A. BROMAN, 3-82 Arty., son born June 25, Rockford, Ill. 
SSGT LARRY STIPE, 1-1 Cav., daughter born June 25, Temple,  
Tex. SP4 FREDDIE LEONARD. Cbt. Center, daughter born June  
25, Altus, Okla. PVT LEE S. SCARBOROUGH, 59th IPSD, 11th 
Bde., daughter born June 27, Janesville, Wisc. SSG THURMAN 
VINCENT, 123rd Avn. Bn., son born June 27, Hopkinsville, Ky. SP4 
RONALD F. LABRIE, 75th Inf., daughter born June 27, Beverly, 
Mass. PFC ELMER J. KELLY, 3-21 Inf., son born June 27,  
Kewanee, Ill. PFC LEONARD CLARK, 178th Aslt. Hel. Co., 
daughter born June 27, Chicago, Ill. SP4 STEPHEN K. HOENER,  
126th S&S Co., daughter born June 29, Quincy, Ill. SGT DONALD R. 
RAHM, 55th Arty., daughter born June 30, Seattle, Wash. SP4 
GLEN MCBEIGH, 14th Avn. Bn., son born June 30, Elyria, Ohio. 
PFC BARRY C. SMITH, 71st Avn. Bn., daughter born June 30, 
Beaumont, Tex. SP4 Richard Haskins, 1-4 [1-14?] Arty., daughter born July, 
Onawa, Iowa. 
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          196TH SOLDIERS  
          TOPS IN CLASS  
  CHU LAI-- Three 196th Inf. Bde. soldiers graduated with top honors in the Combat Leadership 
Course at the Combat Center.  
  SP4 Roland D. Nyberg, D Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. finished first in his class.  He was followed by SF4 
Ronald A. Ditchie, D  Co., 1st Bn., 46th Inf. and SP4 Frank Blanch,  C Co.,  1-46.  
  All three young men received promotions to sergeant and plaques denoting  their out standing 
performance.  (Combat Center IO)     
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Combat In Review 
               SEMESTER ENDS, NO GRADUATION  
   LZ BALDY-- It was a hasty "Class dismissed, comrades" for elements of the 2nd NVA Div. when 
their jungle classroom was paid an unscheduled visit by a company from the 196th Inf. Bde.  
  The enemy basecamp, considered a training and political indoctrination  center because of tactical 
and propaganda manuals, training aids, books, and pictures of Ho Chi Minh found there, was 
discovered in the mountainous terrain of  Base Area 116, 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  
  Also captured in the camp was a model 58 Czechoslovakian assault rifle, an M-2 carbine, eight 
magazines and more than 500 rounds of ammunition.  
            Find Camp  
  Sweeping up the northeastern ridge of the mountain complex, the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., company, 
commanded by CFP Rudolph Yap (Waialua, Hawaii), discovered the camp on the sixth day of 
operations  
seeking concentrations of NVA reported in the area.  
  "We were making light contact during the week, and there was sniper fire about one kilometer away 
from the camp the night before," said SP4 Terry Dole (Lansing, Mich.), whose squad made the initial 
find. Pointman SF4 Doug Sanders (Maricopa, Calif.) thinks he heard the camp's occupants departing 
as he approached.  "I don't think they could have been gone more than 15 minutes at the most," he 
said.  
  Warm cooking fires, plus a small menagerie of kittens, chickens, and a pig indicted the camp was 
recently occupied.  
      Swanky Accommodations  
  Advancing along a covered trail  and  into the triple canopied sanctuary, the 2-1 soldiers discovered 
12 large bunkers and comfortable accommodations for 20 to 30 people. A pair of NVA lieutenant 
colonel insignia and the posh appointments suggested the camp had also served as a command 
echelon base,  
  Among the special attractions were a shower, an officer's dining area complete to toothpicks on the 
tables, Two popular commercial radios, one of them a big, multi-band shortwave model, and a 
complete telegraph set For radio-telegraph transmitting. One bunker, possibly a nurses' quarters, 
even had a tray of cosmetics.  
  "A real nice place," was the consensus of C Co. infantrymen.  
  Scouring through the camp, the searchers disclosed a store of NVA  propaganda  booklets, 
songbooks, nurses' manuals, books of Communist  history, a North Vietnamese history of the war, 
NVA and Russian field  
manuals, Schematic drawings of military equipment, maps, and documents.  
  In spite of all the training aids, not every comrade's thoughts had been concentrated solely on 
absorbing the intricacies of tactics and Communist thought. Checking out one of the bunkers, the 2-1 
troops found a Nancy Sinatra pinup.  (196th IO)   
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DSC Is Awarded  
To Company CO 
   LZ BALDY - At this basecamp home of the 196th Inf. Bde., LTG Frank T. Mildren, deputy 
commander of U.S. Army Vietnam, presented the nations second highest award for valor to a young 
company commander. 
   CPT Richard J. Rinaldo (Pemberton, N.J.) received the Distinguished Service Cross at ceremonies 
in his honor for his actions during an attack on a hilltop March 22. 
   Under CPT Rinaldo's command, A Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., succeeded in capturing the western half of 
an important hilltop near Tien Phuoc, 30 miles northwest of Chu Lai.  The attack had been conducted 
through heavy automatic weapons fire and the company had sustained nine casualties. 
   As CPT Rinaldo began to evacuate the wounded, heavy mortar and machinegun fire erupted from 
the valley below.  One of the first mortar rounds wounded the entire command group of another 
company bringing up reinforcements.  At the same time, elements trying to go down the hill were 
pinned down by small arms fire from their flank. 
    Seeing that the position of his company was not untenable, he directed and covered its withdrawal, 
calling in gunship strikes to within 20 meters of his own position.  At the hastily chosen landing zone, 
CPT Rinaldo quickly reorganized his company and reinforcing company into a defensive perimeter 
and supervised their evacuation by helicopter. 
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11,000 Mile Journey For Delicious Gift 
   Wet Treat For 196th Soldier 
   By CPT CECIL A. Green 
   CHU LAI -- The basic idea was simple enough -- get some Georgia watermelons to a watermelon-
loving Americal soldier in time for his birthday. 
   The Atlanta CONSTITUTION liked the idea and started the ball rolling with two, plump 20-pound 
watermelons from the Georgia State Farmers Market. 
   More than 11,000 miles away, 1LT Ronald E. Hinze (Forth Worth, Tex.) liked the idea too, because 
his 25th birthday was coming up, and ". . . nobody likes watermelon better than I do -- especially 
Georgia watermelons." 
   The trans-Pacific shuttle began when Hinze's wife, Susan, who lives in Manchester, Ga., wrote the 
CONSTITUTION and asked how she could send the special gift to her husband. 
   The editors of the CONSTITUTION began making telephone calls and arranged for Delta Airlines 
and Pan American Airlines to fly the perishable package to the west coast and then across the Pacific. 
   They also enlisted the aid of MG Robert R. Linville, chief of staff of the 3rd Army area, who arranged 
for the movement of the melons in Vietnam. 
   Upon arrival in Saigon, Pan American Traffic Manager Joseph F. Gatt (New York), and a pretty Pan 
American ground hostess, Kathy DeMassiac (Pau, France), escorted the precious melons to Chu Lai. 
   Hinze, who is a platoon leader with the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., had been alerted of the impending arrival 
and was prepared to come to the 196th Bde. basecamp at LZ Baldy to accept the melons from Miss 
De Massiac. 
   At that point, the Viet Cong seemed to take and active interest in the delivery of the Georgia fruit. 
   Before the melons could get airborne out of Chu Lai, word came that Hinze's unit, D Co., was 
engaged by enemy snipers and that he would be occupied for a few hours. 
   "I knew the watermelons were coming in for me," Hinze grinned, "but when the battalion called to 
ask my situation, all I could say was I'd get them later -- right now, get me some artillery." 
   The watermelons were left overnight at Chu Lai, and the next afternoon an American Red Cross, 
"Doughnut Dolly," Sandy Lockhart (Seminole, Okla.) presented the melons formally to Hinze. 
   "My men and I have really been looking forward to getting ahold of these," Hinze said.  "We're all 
kind of excited about getting real watermelons here and I can tell you now that there won't be too 
much left in a couple of hours." 
   There wasn't. 
   As for the seeds, future Americal soldiers may stumble across an unexpected watermelon patch in 
Vietnam someday and sample the famous Georgia product again. 
 
 



 
Photo Caption: READY WITH HIS KNIFE for an old-fashioned watermelon party in Vietnam is 1LT 
Ronald E . Hinze.  The watermelon was one of two sent to him through the combined efforts of the 
Atlanta CONSTITUTION, Pan American and Delta Airlines, and an American Red Cross "Doughnut 
Dolly," Sandy Lockhart, who delivered the melons to 1LT Hinze at LZ Baldy. 
   (Photo by CPT Cecil A. Green, Americal IO) 
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              AMERICAL SOLDIERS TURN BACK NVA  
                By 1LT  ROBERT  R. KRESGE  
    QUE SON VALLEY - Combat between Americal soldiers and enemy forces from the 2nd NVA Div. tapered 
off almost as quickly as it had begun. The initial flare-up of fighting left 435 NVA soldiers dead at the end of the 
battle, which centered around the newly resettled village of Hiep Duc, 35 miles northwest of Chu Lai.   
   With enemy resistance slacking, infantrymen from 196th Bde. managed to get to the site of a helicopter downed 
by .51 cal. machinegun fire. Eight persons were listed as  missing in the crash, including the commander of the 
3rd Bn., 21st Inf., the battalion SGM and Associated Press photographer Oliver (Ollie Noonan).  
  Forces committed in the week of the long conflict were divided into two battalions-size task forces to overcome 
enemy resistance at two points in the valley. One force, under the control of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., fought the NVA 
near Hill 118, 2 miles north of Hiep Duc. The other element was south of LZ Center, east of Hiep Duc.  
                     First Contact  
   The first outbreak occurred in the 4-31 area when a company surprised an estimated NVA Battalion.   
Supported by gunships, air strikes and artillery, B Co. of the 4-31 linked up with C Co. of the same battalion late in 
the evening, Bodies found on the next day confirmed that the combination of infantry and supporting elements 
had killed 91 NVA soldiers.  
  "I believe the enemy's move is part of a coordinated attack on the Hiep Duc refugee center, which the NVA have 
sworn to destroy since the refugees moved in last March, "commented LTC Cecil M. Henry (Rome, Ga.), 
commanding officer of the 4-31.  
  During the next three days, fighting was heavy at the base of mountains that form the Que Son Valley and the 
boundary between Quang Tin and Quang Nam provinces.   
LTC Henry directed his task force, made up of companies from his own battalion as well as units of the 1st of the 
46th Inf., and the. 2nd of the 1st Inf., from a tactical command post in the field.  
                        Retaliate  
   For several nights, the enemy made probing attacks and mortared the companies night defensive positions. 
Enemy mortar fire was also directed against LZ West, home of the 4-31.  In each case, U.S. counter-mortar radar 
enabled supporting artillery to strike back quickly at the enemy's firing points.      
  In directing the attacks against the NVA fortified positions, LTC Henry said his forces were "seeking to destroy 
them (the NVA) while they are massed in this area."  
  "All available air and artillery are being brought in to support the ground operation which has been slowed by 
fierce enemy resistance. The NVA has numerically superior forces' excellent reserves of ammo, supplies and 
fortified positions," he added.  
  In spite of the enemy's advantages, U.S. air power and artillery and the determination of the infantrymen forced 
the NVA to withdraw from the fight. Soon the soldiers were able to provide security for combat "engineers who  
began demolition work on the abandoned positions."  The 4-31 task force had killed 212 NVA in eight days of 
almost continuous combat.  
                 Other Units Join Fight  
  For the forces operating south of LZ Center, the action began when another company of the 4-31 contacted 
another estimated NVA battalion.  Late that afternoon, a company from the 2nd Bn. of the 1st Inf. was combat 
assaulted into the area to develop the contact. As enemy resistance increased, two companies of the 3rd of the 
21st also joined the fray.                     
  Because  of the forces already committed  to  the  northwest of this action, another task force under the 
command of the 3-21 was constituted, made up of three  of the battalion's companies, and the originally  engaged 
companies, D of the 4th of the 31st and A (later relieved by C Co.) of the 2nd of the 1st.  
  Helicopters supporting the ground units began to receive heavy enemy automatic weapons fire, both heavy and 
light caliber, as they carried in supplies's and  carried out casualties on "dust-off" missions.  
  Late in the afternoon, the command and control ship of the 3-21 carried three replacement soldiers to the field 
along with some much-needed supplies. The helicopter picked up photographer Noonan, who had spent the day  
with the ground units and headed back to LZ Center.  
                   Downed Helicopter  
  The craft was barely airborne when it became the target of heavy NVA ground fire. According to witnesses, the 
ship caught fire and fell from an altitude of over 1500 feet into dense foliage atop a small knoll two kilometers 
away from the American troops. Killed in the crash were LTC  Eli P. Howard, Jr., 41, of Woodbridge, Va., the  
battalion commander of the 3-21; Command SGM Franklin D. Rowell, 36, of Lexington S.C., the sergeant major 
of the 3-21;  Associated Press  photographer Oliver C. (Ollie) Noonan, 29, of Norwell, Mass. and also the 
helicopter crew.     
  As U.S. ground forces met continued resistance in the area, the 3rd Bn., 5th ARVN Div. came into the area to 
open another "front" in the attacks on the enemy positions. The commandant of the Division Combat Center, LTC 
Robert C. Bacon (Falls Church, Va.), took over command of the task force.       
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                RICE BIN FIRES UP HOT PLACE  
    LZ BALDY - An infantryman serving with the Americal Division, SP4 Larry Small (Georgetown, 
S.C.) peeped through a hole in a storeroom wall and saw a pile of rice.  
   Knowing that he had to gain entry, Small threw his shoulder against the wooden door and crashed 
into the room. More than 2 1/2 tons of grain were contained in the large bin; enough to feed a 
company-size enemy element far more than a month.  
            Small Arms Fire  
  Small's unit, E Co.'s recon platoon of the 2nd Bn,, 1st Inf. of the 196th Inf. Bde. was taking part in a 
cordon and search of a small village located 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Approaching the village 
from the other end was a platoon from B Co. As the two units neared the hamlet, they received small 
arms fire.  The infantrymen retaliated with a devastating barrage of automatic weapons fire.  
  Four VC were killed. Then the soldiers moved into the village.  The  village itself was rich in artifacts 
symbolic of the era of French occupation.  There were ornate wood carvings and cement courtyards - 
now shrouded in jungle growth.  But not all of the art work dated from the French period.  
             Paintings  
   Crude paintings on white-washed walls depicted U.S. helicopters being shot down. Other paintings 
and drawings showed American tanks being attacked by ground forces armed with AK-47 rifles.  
   "It was only a temporary cache," said 1LT Mike E. Holyrod, commander of the recon units.  "The rice 
was surprisingly ill-concealed. They usually  bury it in crocks. Personally, I think they put it there after 
harvest and planned to ship it out to their troops." (196th IO)  
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Squad Takes Cover In Enemy Cemetery 
   LZ BALDY -- A four-man point squad was searching for a suspected VC basecamp when they 
walked into a deadly ambush and ironically hid behind enemy gravestones to stay alive. 
   The morning was cloudy with only a slight breeze as D Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. began searching for a 
possible VC fortification near the Song Ly Ly River about 35 miles northwest of Chu Lai. 
   Reports indicated the area contained caches of rice and weapons.  Two days prior, a VC element 
had been seen moving through the location. 
   Leaving the rest of the 196th Inf. Bde. unit 40 meters behind, the four-man point element cautiously 
moved toward the suspected enemy camp. 
   Spotting what looked like a camp, the four men crouched low and crawled into the apparently 
abandoned enemy base.  Suddenly, the enemy opened fire from a woodline a short distance to their 
front.   
    "Hit the ground," yelled SP4 Tim Miles (Boise, Idaho).  Pinned to the ground, the young forward 
observer carefully reached for the radio strapped to his back and called A Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty., 
for support. 
   "I raised my head slightly to survey the situation," said Miles, "and noticed the point man of our 
squad was wounded in the leg.  I yelled for the medic, who crawled to help the wounded man." 
    Another member of the squad raised to his knees and was ready to throw a grenade when an 
enemy round ripped through the upper part of his arm. 
   The remainder of D Co. was laying down a wall of protective fire for the estimated platoon size VC 
ambush. 
   "The company was still too far away to help evacuate the wounded," said Miles, "so we dragged 
them about 50 meters to a graveyard beyond the camp and hid behind the headstones." 
   for two hours D Co. battled the VC force and after consistent pounding of the position by artillery, the 
enemy retreated.  After the wounded were taken out, the infantrymen swept the area, finding five VC 
killed and more than 300 pounds of rice hidden in bunkers. (196th IO) 
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Explosion Kills Viet. Civilians 
  LZ BALDY -- A homemade VC mine exploded on Hwy. 1 three miles northwest of Tam Ky, killing 11 
Vietnamese civilians who were passengers on a north-bound us.  Fifteen other civilians were 
wounded in the blast. 
   The 40-pound bomb gouged a three-foot deep hole in the pave highway and tore the body of the 
bus from its frame.  Victims were thrown from the wreckage into rice paddies bordering the highway. 
   An eyewitness described the events leading up to the VC atrocity: "I was driving a truck loaded with 
wire, going north," related Marine LCPL Larry Warner (St. Louis), of C CO., 9th Engrs.  "The bus came 
racing over a bridge about 1,000 yards from the mine.  Then it hit the thing and blew up." 
   "I helped them load the dead onto the Medevac helicopters," said Warner. 
   One of the evacuating choppers was the C&C ship of LTC Clarence P. Campbell, (Shreveport, La.), 
CO of the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde.  LTC Campbell witnessed the explosion from the air and 
ordered the ship set down to aid in moving the dead and wounded to a nearby landing zone. 
   A second mine, identical to the first, was discovered by a minesweep team about 20 meters from the 
killer mine along the shoulder of the road.  It was detonated by explosive charges, throwing 100-
pound chunks of asphalt onto the pavement. 
   Less than a month ago another blast was set off by the Viet Cong about a half-mile from the site of 
the most recent tragedy.  Other mines were placed on either shoulder of the road, so that repair crews 
would be destroyed.  But mine-sweep teams combed the site and found the mines.  They were 
detonated harmlessly, and another tragedy was thus avoided.  (196th IO) 
 
 
 
 
 
22October69-Southern Cross Vol. 2 No. 30  Page 2 
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Photo Caption:  
MSG Harry J. 
Donahue  
Reenlistment 
Supervisor 
Amcal Div. (The MSG is wearing a 25th Inf. shoulder patch) 
 
By MSG H.A. Bonesio   
  
  Sixteen of the 27 soldiers reenlisting during a one-week  
period in the AMERICAL Division were "first  termers".  
Seventeen of the reenlistees chose guaranteed enlistment options while the others remained on their 
present duty assignment.  
  Division Artillery keeps SP5 Oscar L. Wilson, 251st F. A. (Radar Det.); and the 16th Combat Aviation  
Group, SSG Ismael Rodriguez, HHC, 123rd Avn. Bn.  
  The 11th Infantry Brigade retains PFC  William Cherry, PFC Harvey Atkins and PFC Patrick Bowley, 
all with A Co., 4-3; and PFC Armando Rodriquez, E Co., 4-21.   
  The 196th Infantry Brigade re-upped SSG Donald P. Fleshman, B Co.;  PFC Stephen Chestnut, A 
Co.,  PFC Danny A. Weymouth, HHC;  PFC Gene W. Wellman, B Co.; and PVT Waldo F. 
Montgomery, D Co.; all with 3-21. Also, from 4-31,  
PFC David Price; HHC; and PFC James H. Sinderman, B Co. From 2-1, PFC Wilbur Perry, C Co,; 
and PFC James M. Boersema, B Co.   
  The 198th Infantry Brigade reenlistees  were SSG Clinton McAplin, HHC; and SP4 Sidney 
Crenshaw, B Co., both with 1-52.   
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Experience Is a Teacher 
For A Combat Medic 
With Lifesaving Task 
   LZ HAWK HILL -- No one in Vietnam feels the hot, deadly, uncertain immediacy of jungle warfare 
more cogently than the field medic--"Mr. 91B20." 
   SP5 Pete Martinez (Pueblo, Colo.) a division medic, received a fiery introduction to life-saving in 
Vietnam last spring. 
   Martinez although army-trained had never experienced the frantic, helpless need of a solider lying in 
head-high elephant grass, cut down by enemy fire.  It was his first outing with a line company.     
   The medic was with his unit, B Co, 2-1st Inf. on a sweep 15 miles west of Tam Ky in the 196th Bde's 
area of operation, when trouble erupted. 
   "We were pushing across the floor of Happy Valley," recalled Martinez.  The elephant grass was 
over our heads and we couldn't see very far to our front." 
   The explosion came abruptly when an NVA booby trap was detonated.  Three men slumped to the 
ground in agony.  Martinez rushed to their aid, black bag in hand. 
   In the few critical minutes that followed, Martinez patched up the three men.  They lived and were 
evacuated to the rear.  Martinez was now a full-fledged field trained medic, a valuable man in any unit. 
   "You can't really learn how to be a medic in a classroom; not anymore than a trainee can learn to be 
an infantryman in A.I.T. insisted Martinez.  "You have to go out there yourself.  When I first came into 
my company, another medic gave me my medicines, a short lecture and a chopper ride into the field.  
There is no one beside you to tell you what to do, it scares you at first, but you learn fast. 
   "You react with reflex swiftness.  You get to know the men very well.  When a man is hit you talk to 
him, try to calm him down and keep him from thinking about his injury," said Martinez. 
   Being a medic has changed SP5 Martinez's outlook on life. 
   "I want to live more, "he said.  "You appreciate life and people 
more when you've seen death."  (196th IO) 
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VC Laundry 
Closed Down 
   LZ HAWK HILL -- It began with two freshly laundered VC uniforms flapping lazily in the breeze.    
  A Blue Ghost helicopter gunship from the division was speeding through the skies 10 miles west of 
Tam Ky when the pilot spotted two khaki uniforms.  The Blue Ghost applied its "air brakes" and drifted 
back toward the area in which the uniforms were drying. 
   The crew of the gunship, working in support of the 196th Inf. Bde., decided to put the enemy laundry 
out of business then and there.  The impact of the gunship's M-60 machine gun roused the two VC 
who ran out into the opening.  The VC were killed as they fired a burst of rounds at the helicopter. 
   "The Battle of the VC Laundry" presaged another small engagement.  A sweep of the area was 
conducted by B. Co., 2-1st Inf., 196th Bde. which was credited two more VC killed near the woodline.  
(196th IO) 
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                    By  MSG  H. A.  Bonesio  
   AMERICAL Division career counselors reenlisted 46 soldiers during a one-week period.  Thirty-four 
of these were in the First Termer category  with  the  majority-choosing  guaranteed  reenlistment 
options. Most of the career personnel chose "choice of CONUS station"  program.  
    Division  Troops  retained  SFC  Warren  B.  Pollard  and  SSG Leander Cooper, HHC, Americal; 
SP4 Larry Chard, HHT, 1-1st Cav.  
    Support  Command  was  represented  by  MSG  Willie  Stevens, HHC, 23rd SGT; SSG Delmas 
Pautdo, 23rd Admin. Co.; SSG William Cutler, D Co., 23rd Med. Bn.; and from the 723rd Maint. Bn., 
SP5 James Sirmans, SP4 John Harrigan, and PFC Hiram L, Henderson.  
    Division Artillery keeps SFC Wilmot E. Kaufman, Btry. B, and SSG  Parnell M.  Wasnuk,  HHB, 
1-14th Arty;  CPL Wllbert C. Jackson, B Btry. 3-82nd Arty;  PFC Dewey W. Gibson,  B Btry.  1-82nd 
Arty;  PFC Kenneth Blizard, C Btry., 3-18th Arty.  
    The 16th Combat Aviation Group had MSG Volley Cole, HHC.  
    The  11th  Infantry  Brigade  reenlistees  were  PFC  Robert  A. Davis,  C Co., 4-3rd  Inf.;  from 3-1st  
Inf.,  PFC  Larry  D.  Kutzner, PFC Willlam R. Metts, and PFC William Mead, A Co.; PFC Alex J. 
Carter, C Co.,  PFC Gary H. Buskol, D  Co.,  while  1-20th  Inf. had PFC  Kenneth  A.  Beekley,  A Co.,  
PFC Robert F.  Arney and PFC Dale Hyndman, B Co.; from 4-21st Inf., PFC Dannie Hardaway and 
MSG Thomas Denn, B Co., PFC Charles Piner, D Co.  
    The  196th Infantry Brigade re-upped  PFC Terry  D.  Hixon,  F Trp., 17th Cav.;  PFC Louis Lumpkin 
and PFC Leonard Morgan, A  Co.;  PFC  Albert  Retzlor,  PFC  Victor  B.  Moore,  PFC  Harold 
Johnson, and PFC Thomas Casteel,  B Co.,  1-46th Inf.;  from 4-31st Inf., PFC James McDaniel, A 
Co., PFC Thomas E. Miller, PFC Dale  Brown, and SP4  William  Rozier, C Co.;  2-1st Inf.  had  PFC 
Peter  W.  Hrutky  and  PFC  Robert L.  Gray,  A Co.,  PFC  Darrell Witcher,  B Co.;  while from  3-21st  
Inf.,  PFC  Glenn  Miller,  HHC, MSG Eugene Lyons, B Co., SFC Okey Blankenship, C Co.  
    The  198th  Infantry  Brigade  was  represented  by  SFC  George  
Gonzalez, HHC, and from HHC, 5-46th Inf., MSG Norman C. Bunch.  
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Six Earn Grants 
   LZ HAWK HILL -- LTC Clarence Campbell, commander of the 196th Inf. Bde's 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 
presented six General Walt Scholarships to school children from Binh An Village. 
   The students were ages 11 to 15. 
   "The grants are an expression of American-Vietnamese friendship," said LTC Campbell at the 
presentation.  "I see the scholarships as recognition of outstanding scholarship for the men and 
women of the future in Vietnam." (196th Bde IO) 
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      U.S., RFs Kill  13  
  
  LZ  HAWK  HILL  -  A  joint combat effort by  196th Inf.  Bde. units and PF-RF elements accounted 
for 113 VC killed in combat flare-ups.  Two separate clashes in the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. sector caused the 
enemy deaths.  
  Two platoons of C Co. engaged and killed one VC while on patrol  10  miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
Later, in the same area the company killed two more VC.  
  Stationed  near  Tam  Ky,  two platoons of PFs and RFs made contact with an estimated com 
pany-sized  force  of  VC  in  the same area. They drove the  VC away'  after  a  blazing  firefight.  
  Clearing  the  battle  site,  they found 10 dead enemy  and captured three rifles. (196th IO) 
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Throwing Lite On Problem 
  
  LZ HAWK HILL - A battalion in the division has thrown some light on the ever present sapper 
problem.  
  It all started when CPT Stephen Thacher (Madison, Wis.) signal officer of the 196th Bde.'s 2-1st Inf., 
spotted four unused searchlights in a supply conex.  CPT Thacher suggested that the lights be used 
to illuminate the perimeter.  
  In order to install the lights, the Bn., commo plt. had to lay 20,000 ft. of electric cable.  The plt. 
completed their task of providing a lighted perimeter in five days.  (11th Bde. IO)      
 
 



19December69-Southern Cross Vol. 2 No. 38  Page 6 
Combat In Review 
Soldier-Team Folds 
Battered Viet Cong 
   By 1LT David Coffman 
   LZ HAWK HILL -- As the ARVN tanks surged toward them, the VC broke and ran.  Elements of the 
196th Inf. Bde. combined with Korean Marines to block escape routes.  U.S. jets pounded the 
retreating enemy. 
   When the fight was over, the 5th Regiment, 2nd ARVN Div., working 13 miles north of Tam Ky, had 
killed 56 VC and taken 90 prisoners. 
   The battle started when the 5th Regt.'s 2nd Bn., probing east toward the Troung Giang River, came 
into heavy contact with VC units.  Though there were U.S. forces in the area, the Vietnamese soldiers 
wanted to go after the enemy themselves. 
  "They felt its was their operation," said LTC Robert E. Wallis (Washington, D.C.), senior advisor to 
the 5th ARVN Regt. "The Americans therefore assumed a supporting role." 
   During the early stages of contact LTC Pham The Vinh, commander of the 5th ARVN Regt., insured 
that his enemy would not escape. 
   He positioned the 3rd Bn., 5th ARVN Regt., to the east as a clocking force.  The regiment's Recon 
Co. guarded the south. F Trp., 17th Cav. and A Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. -- both from the Division -blocked 
the northwest route of escape.  Korean Marines clocked to the northeast. 
   Eventually, mauled by air strikes and continual pressure from the 2nd ARVN Bn., the enemy tried to 
withdraw.  But by this time they were trapped. 
   Colonel Vinh had been quietly massing his armor to the south.  Now, with his antagonists battered 
and weary from two days' fighting, he unleashed 3rd Trp., 4th Armored Cav Sqdn., upon the enemy's 
rear. 
   Taken by surprise, the VC first wavered, then broke.  Soon they were in headlong retreat; the bitterly 
fought contest had become a rout. 
   The ARVN soldiers pressed on.  When the bewildered enemy found their retreat blocked by the 
Truong Giang River, they began to surrender in droves.  Helicopters were brought in to evacuate the 
prisoners. 
   "They were so eager to give themselves up," said LTC Wallis, "that they fought to get on the 
helicopters." (196th IO) 
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FO Becomes Heroic 
During Fiery Battling 
     By SP4 Carl Ekengren 
   LZ HAWK HILL -- In the face of seemingly unsurmountable odds, a forward observer still managed 
to drag two of his wounded comrades from the 196th Inf. Bde. across the rice paddies to safety. 
   For 1LT John Crenshaw (Pottstown, Pa.) being a forward observer from A Btry., 3-82 Arty. proved to 
be far more a perilous task than he ever expected. 
   Working in a small area 15 miles northwest of Chu Lai.  A Co. 2-1st Inf. had the primary 
responsibility of providing protection for C Co., 3-21st Inf. who were searching for a platoon of NVA 
soldiers, reported hiding in a small bunker complex. 
   "It was on our fourth day of operations," said Grenshaw [sic], who was working with A Co., "when we 
received word from C Co., that they were within 200 meters of the bunker complex.  Cutting through 
thick underbrush, our 75 man company advanced about one mile south.  As weapproached the 
location of C Co., on our hands and knees, we began receiving intense fire from enemy AK-47s." 
   "The NVA were well concealed in the rice paddies so none of us could actually see them clearly," 
added Crenshaw. 
   Seeking cover in the high grass of the paddies, a small element from A Co., pushed forward in quest 
of the enemy.  No sooner had they moved approximately 20 meters when the point man was hit by a 
sniper.  Attempting to aid his buddy, the platoon sergeant was severely wounded in the left leg. 
   "We were really in a bind," said Crenshaw, "something had to be done and done fast." 
   The lieutenant saw that his only chance to save the plt. sgt. was to crawl along a narrow canal 
between the rice paddies.  Helicopter gunships arrived on the scene and were directing all their 
firepower on the enemy. 
   With bullets whizzing over his head and ripping into the water next to him, Crenshaw hugged the 
side of the canal and pressed on.   
   The rest of the company saw what he was doing and provided a cover with small arms fire. 
   Finally Crenshaw reached the sergeant and discovered a badly wounded lieutenant beside him.  
Scattered around the area were six dead NVA.  Securing a firm grip on the two wounded men, 
Crenshaw started back into the canal still drawing heavy fire. 
   Safely back with his unit, Crenshaw noticed blood stains on his shirt sleeve and realized he had 
been wounded.  For the heroism he displayed he was awarded the Silver Star.  (Div. Arty IO) 
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Graveyard Firefight Buries Charlie 
   By PFC James Tannesen 
   LZ HAWK HILL--The seven trapped infantrymen pressed against the sand as the bullets ripped past 
overhead.  They had two rifles between them, and thirty Viet Cong were closing in. 
   The 196th Inf. Bde soldiers had been aboard a resupply chopper headed towards the night laager 
position of A Co. 2-1st Inf.  The sharp crack of AK-47 fire rang out, and bright red tracer rounds tore 
through the copter floor. 
   "One round grazed my arm," recalled SP4 Fred C. Forte, (Ft. Myers, Ga.).  "Another knocked out the 
chopper's hydraulic system." 
      Graveyard Crash 
   The aircraft plummeted to the ground, crashing into a sandy berm, one half mile from its destination. 
   "I rolled out of the chopper," said SP4 Forte, "and saw about 10 VC firing at us from 50 meters."  
   The only cover was a nearby sand bank which lay in the center of a crumbling graveyard.  With only 
two rifles between them, the seven division soldiers crawled desperately toward the bare sand dune. 
   The Viet Cong had now grown to 30 men; they began to move in and pitch grenades at the 
infantrymen.  An enemy rocket demolished the downed chopper. 
   Though his rifle was lost, Forte was not out of action. 
      Throwing Rocks 
   "I threw chunks of rubble from a gravestone," he said, "and cussed them out."  Others joined in the 
rock barrage. 
   In search of more substantial firepower, Forte scrambled down the bank and crawled to the chopper.  
He found a shotgun underneath the wreckage and opened fire.  An instant later, he saw two of his 
antagonists carried off. 
   "I wasn't really aiming." said Forte.  "I mainly shot to keep them down." Like the others in this group, 
Forte was buying time. 
      Half-Mile Trek 
   Meanwhile A Co. was moving to their aid.  The half-mile trek was a bitter one, for sniper fire rained in 
from every side.  However, the Americans hit back hard.  Helicopter gunships raked the enemy 
positions from above, while the men of A Co. fought their way through. 
   "I know we shot quite a few of them on their way over," said PFC Ronald James (Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma).  "We could see the VC carrying bodies off." 
   The downed infantrymen were down to their last magazine when the company arrived. 
     Alpha to the Rescue 
   "I thought I heard friendly voices to the rear," said SP4 Forte, "so I called out."  He slumped down in 
relief and he heard A Co's. point man answer. 
   Alpha broke the enemy assault with a barrage of machine gun and rifle fire. 
   "I was awfully glad to see those guys," said Forte.  "we only had a few founds left." (196th IO) 
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English Class 
   By PFC James Tannesen 
   LZ HAWK HILL--People passing through the village of Binh An may find Vietnamese children 
speaking the "Kings English" with a Brooklyn accent. 
   If this happens, the credit will go to PFC Bernard Locke (New York City, N.Y.) a member of the 
divisions' 196th Bde. Locke who works with the Civil Affairs Team of the 2-1st Inf., teaches "English I" 
in a one-room schoolhouse in Binh An. 
  "I more or less walked into the job," says Locke.  "The Civil Affairs section does some work with the 
Catholic priest who is the headmaster at the school.  He needed someone to teach, and I said okay." 
   The class meets in a wooden building that contains only the basic necessities - rough hewn desks, 
ammo box seats, and a plywood blackboard.  But when Locke tapes his bamboo pointer on his desk 
to start class, the bare surroundings lose importance.  The children are there to learn. 
   "They're pretty well behaved," says Locke.  "The kids here treat education as a privilege." 
   He begins class by writing a sentence in English on the board.  At first sounds are garbled, but soon 
words are recognizable. 
   "They are sharp kids," reflects Locke.  "I go through a sentence maybe once or twice, and they do it 
by themselves." 
   He believes his classes do more than provide a chance for school children to learn English.  "If an 
American soldier comes into a village and works with the people, it just naturally eases tension." 
   However, nothing is ever perfect.  Quips Locke,  "they still say 'bicture instead of picture." 
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196th Gathers Rice 
    By 1LT David Coffman 
LZ HAWK HILL-- If an army really does travel on its stomach, then a lot of VC must be moving very 
slowly these days, at least in the area of the 196th Bde.  The brigade recently captured over 60,000 
pounds of enemy rice in a period of 26 days. 
   It all began when D Co. 4-31st Inf., discovered 1,500 pounds of grain 20 miles west of Tam Ky.  
Throughout the next week, the brigade continued to find more hidden storehouses. 
   Then came the biggest find of them all.  
   Early one morning, A Co., 3-21st Inf., began to search a hooch area 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  
Soon the Division infantrymen were flooded by rice. 
   Before the day was over the men of A Co., had netted 22,0000 pounds of the unpolished grain. 
   Over the next three days, 3-21st Inf., found three more tons of rice in nearby areas. 
   A week later, C Co., 2-1st Inf. operating seven miles west of Tam Ky, discovered over a ton of rice 
under a false floor.  Not wanting to pass up a good thing, the company continued to search the are for 
two more days and came up with 8,000 more pounds. 
   D Co., from the same battalion, found two more tons as the 26-day period drew to a close. 
   "The VC have suffered critical food shortages for a long time," said CPT William H. Marty (Santa 
Cruz, Calif.) PSYOPS Officer, 196th Inf. Bde.  "These recent caches have caused them incalculable 
problems." 
   Perhaps more eloquent testimony came from a former NVA who recently rallied to the 196th Bde.  
When asked to describe his daily ration of rice, the rallier drew a tiny circle in the palm of his hand.  
(196th IO) 
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Refugees Given Aid 
   THUAN AN ï ñThey come down out of the hills owning no more than what is on their backs,ò 
explained 1LT Spencer M. Baba (Bethesda, Md.)  ñThey have no land and live mostly by odd jobs.ò 
   The peasant refugees come to the refugee center at Tam Ky seeking help which is provided by a 
joint military-civilian pacification effort.  Here several American college students, including a group 
belonging to the United World Missions, and the infantrymen of the 2-1st Infantry work together to 
better the lot of the Vietnamese refugee. 
   ñOver 50 refugees are making cups, mugs, and water pipes,ò claims Dennis Metzer (North 
Manchester, Ind.), a former American college student, who now teaches bamboo handicraft to the 
refugees. 
   There are sewing classes to teach the people to make clothes for themselves and other refugees 
along with a school, a mission and an orphanage. 
   Not all the refugees are adults.  The orphanage shelters and feeds the homeless children.  Some of 
these children are finding out for the first time what it means to be free from hunger, and they are 
quick to show their enthusiasm. 
   ñWe turn down the side road,ò says PFC Lester Joubert (New Orleans, La.) from the Civil Affairs 
section of 2-1st Inf., ñand by the time we get to the orphanage, there are 100 kids around us.ò 
   One of the recent activities of the orphanage was a Christmas party provided for the children.  D 
Co., 2-1st brought the toys; the orphanage staff provided the tree, and everyone joined in the 
Christmas spirit. 
   Reverend Dang-Ngoc Cang, Superintendent of Mission Activities explained that the idea behind the 
center is to help the refugees become self-sufficient. 
   ñItôs the only way,ò 1LT Baba said.  ñWe are not going to be here forever.ò (196th IO) 
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Combat In Review 
-------------Allied Forces Cordon Enemy------------- 
ARVN Forces Bring Smoke On VC Battalion 
   LZ HAWK HILL -- In bitter fighting near Barrier Island 13 miles north of Tam Ky, ARVN soldiers 
severely crippled an estimated Viet Cong battalion.  The 5th Regt., 2nd ARVN Div. killed 160 of the 
enemy and captured 133 prisoners. 
   The battle started when the ARVN unit, probing east toward the Truong Giang River, came into 
heavy contact with Viet Cong units.  Though there were American forces in the area, the Vietnamese 
wanted to go after the enemy themselves. 
   "They felt it was their operation," said LTC Robert E. Walls (Washington, D.C.), senior advisor to the 
5th ARVN Regt.  "The Americans, therefore, assumed a supporting role." 
   During the early stages of the contact LTC Tham Tha Vinh, insured that his enemy would not 
escape.  He positioned the 3rd Bn., 5th ARVN Regt. to the east as a blocking force.  The regiment's 
Recon Co. guarded the south, while F Trp., 17th Cav., and A Co., 2-1st Inf. -- both from the Americal 
Div. -- blocked the northwest route of escape.  Korean Marines blocked to the northeast. 
   Eventually mauled by air strikes and continual pressure from the allied forces, the enemy tried to 
withdraw.  But by this time they were trapped. 
   LTC Vinh had been quietly massing his armor to the south and now, with his antagonists battered 
and weary from two days of fighting, he unleashed 3rd Trp., 4th Armored Cav. Sqdn. upon the enemy. 
   Taken by surprise, the VC first wavered, then broke.  Soon they were in headlong retreat; the bitterly 
fought contest had become a rout. 
   The ARVN soldiers pressed on.  When the bewildered enemy found their retreat blocked by the 
Truong Giang River, they began to surrender in droves.  Helicopters were brought in to evacuate the 
prisoners.   
   "They were so eager to give themselves up," said LTC Wallis, "that they fought to get on the 
choppers." 
   However, some still continued to resist and evade. 
   "At this point it was a matter of waiting the enemy out," said CPT Charles E. Wilhelm (Villa Rica, 
Ga.).  "The ARVNs kept the enemy surrounded and sent in small patrols from day to day." 
   These patrols continued to harass the Viet Cong, and the toll of enemy killed and captured steadily 
rose.  By the time the 5th Regt. left the area, the VC battalion was thoroughly decimated. 
   "People wonder how Vietnamization of the war is going," said COL James M. Lee (Wilmington, 
N.C.) commanding officer of the 196th Inf. Bde.  "I think this operation speaks for itself." (196th IO) 
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Combat In Review 
Soldiers Help Stop Rice Flow 
BAD NEWS FOR VC TAX COLLECTORS  
     By PFC James Tannesen   
  LZ  HAWK  HILL  -  Most people talk about taxes being too high, but  a  squad  of  196th Inf. Bde.  
soldiers decided to do something about it.  
  After the company interpreter for D Co., 2-1st Inf.  received word that local Viet Cong working in an 
area four miles west of Tam Ky were moving into villages and expropriating recently harvested rice, 
the men of D Co.  
decided it was time to stop the VC tax collectors.  
 Searches in the area uncovered caches which further convinced D Co. that the VC were extorting  
rice  from  the  villagers.  
  "We expected them to move into the village that night," said PFC Oscar Truitt (Atlantic City, N.J.). 
The soldiers set up an ambush on a brushy knoll overlooking the main route into the village and 
waited for the tax collectors to appear.  
  It didn't take long. The sound of feet padding along the dike alerted the men. "We could hear them at 
first but couldn't see them," said Truitt.  "The word was passed down the line to be ready."  
  A lone VC carrying an AK-47 strolled into view and passed right by.  "We didn't want to blow the 
ambush," said SSG Steven Shaeffer (Kelley, Iowa), "just for one man," Another enemy soldier 
emerged out of the night, and   still the  Infantrymen waited.  
  Then came the main force.  
  "There were 25 of them," said Shaeffer. "We could see them real well, because the moon was up."  
  The enemy was 25 meters away when the crack of an M-14 rifle triggered the ambush. Machinegun 
and rifle fire brought down four VC.  Six more were wounded.  
  "About three-fourths were armed, and the rest were prepared to carry away the rice," said Shaeffer. 
But the soldiers of D Co. made the VC tax collector go away empty handed.  (196th IO)    
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Combat In Review 
    ARVN RANGERS AIDED BY U.S.  
     POUNDS ENTRENCHED ENEMY  
  LZ HAWK HILL - Five helicopters dropped slowly to the jungle floor, then rose quickly leaving the 
small band of infantrymen to set up a perimeter. The dense vegetation surrounding the rice paddy 
gave no indication of the danger that lay hidden within.                      
  The infantrymen, members of 2nd Bn., 1st Inf.. were to set up a blocking position 13 miles northwest 
of Tam Ky in support of the 37th ARVN Ranger Bn. again the helicopters returned, depositing more 
men, and still all was quiet. But when the chopper descended a third time, they received a different 
reception.  
  "The chopper  had nearly touched down when at least a platoon of VC cut  loose with rifle, mortar, 
and machinegun fire." said SFC Harold Thompson  (Springfield, Mass.).  
  The helicopter engines roared with the strain as the choppers halted their descent.  The five ships 
rose above the rice Paddies and out of range of the Viet Cong barrage.  Air strikes were immediately 
called in of the entrenched VC.  
  The 196th Bde, soldiers, aided by helicopter gunships, fought their way through the elephant grass 
and up the hill, but met stiffening resistance.  
  "They must have been well dug in," said PFC Danny Velasquez (Ontario, Calif.), "to have come on 
so strong after the air strikes. Every time the resupply ship tried to land, the VC opened fire."  
  By this time the ARVN Rangers had arrived and preparations were made to assault the hill.  U.S. jets 
and gunships pounded the enemy position, while the men of 2-1st Inf. raked the side of the hill with 
machinegun fire.  
  The ARVN soldiers moved for ward. After 90 minutes of bitter fighting they pushed the Viet Cong off 
The hill.  Left behind were nine VC killed in the encounter. (196th IO)  
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Proud Men Serving 
               Action 
                Army  
 Photo        SFC Bobbie J. 
                 Boudreaux 
             Career Counselor 
               Division Troops 
    By MSG H. A. Bonesio 
   Forty-three of the 54 reenlistees in the Americal Division during a one-week period were in the First 
Termer category. 
   Most of the new careerists reupped for guaranteed assignments or CONUS choice of station. 
   Division Troops were represented by 1SG Calvin Reis, C Co., 
523rd Sig. Bn: SSG James Wise, B Co., 26th Engr. Bn.; SP5 
William Hanley, 635th MID; SP4 Beverly Whitgreave, B Trp., 1-1st  
Cav. 
   Support Command had SP5 George D. Duval, Hqs. & Co. A, 
723rd Maint. Bn.; from the 23rd Med. Bn., PSG Roger Woder, C 
Co., SSG Herbert Foster and PFC Michael Doolin, Hqs. & Co. A. 
   Division Artillery retains SSG Herherts Seffels, HHB; From 1- 
82nd Arty., SSG Raymond Luinis, HHB, SSG John Fleming, C 
Btry.; from 3-16th Arty., PFC Marion Faison, C Btry.; from 3-82nd 
Arty., PFC Robert Jones, HHB, SP4 Victor Wilkins, C Btry.,; from 
3-18th Arty., SSG Gerald Wetherill, HHB. 
   The 11th Infantry Brigade reenlistees were SP4 Edwin Dunham, 
HHC; from 3-1st Inf., SP4 Earl Casper, E Co.; from 4-21st Inf., 
PFC David Berberich, C Co.; from 4-3rd Inf., SSG Alvin Linker, 
D Co. 
   The 196th Infantry Brigade re-upped Michael Wellert, 
PFC Dennis Moyers, PFC Wendell Nunley, A Co., PFC Donnie  
Shatley, E Co., 4-31st Inf.; from 1-46th Inf., PFC Jon Rhodes, PFC 
Walter Walker, PFC Thomas Stoddard A Co., PFC Roger Wooden 
and PFC Joseph Booth, B Co.; from 2-1st Inf., SP4 Lee Benton 
and SSG James Smith, HHC, SP4 Robert Neuman, PFC John Plate, 
PFC Jimmie Turner, SGT Timothy Moore, A Co., SP5 David Taylor, 
E Co.; from 3-21st Inf., PFC Richard Antill and SP4 Richard  
Christopher, HHC, PFC Alfonza Charles and PFC Brantley Jeffreys, 
B Co., PFC Seward Long, D Co. 
   The 198th Infantry Brigade was represented by PFC Steven  
Hosier, A Co., PFC George Morales and SP4 William Lambeth, B 
Co., 1-52nd Inf.; from 5-46th Inf., PFC James Fox, C Co., PVT 
Donald Nadeu, D Co.; from 1-6th Inf., SP4 Matias Carrasco and  
PFC Marco Schiavoni, B Co., SP4 Larry Crabtree and PFC Travis  
Sanford, C Co., SP4 Lawrence Alvey and PFC Michael Runnels, E Co.            
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PF's Don't Buy 
VC Sales Pitch 
   LZ HAWK HILL -- The VC propagandists thought they had chosen the perfect setting for a political 
broadcast. 
   Here were infantrymen of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, night laagered with Popular Force soldiers 
in dense jungle 12 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   The crackle of the loudspeaker was followed by a quick introduction and a sales pitch, aimed at the 
Popular Forces. 
   The answer was not slow in coming.  A keen whistling was the first thing that the VC broadcast team 
was in trouble.  Ten well-placed mortar rounds from a nearby 196th Brigade fire base completely 
demoralized the efforts at persuasion. 
   The tinny voice squealed a parting imprecation and no more was heard. 
   "I think they were a little surprised at the reaction they got," grinned PFC Jackie Smith (Barbourville, 
Ky.) of Delta Company. "I'm sure they didn't expect an answer quite that soon." 
 
 
 
20Feb70-Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 07 Page 6 
Combat In Review 
Calvary, Infantry Rout Enemy;  Kill 20 In A Day Length Battle 
   LZ HAWK HILL - Elements of the 196th Brigade and 1st Squadron 1st Cavalry thwarted an NVA 
attack and triggered a day of fighting in which 20 enemy lost their lives. 
   The infantry and armor task force was moving across open ground 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky. 
   The massive tracks of B Troop, 1st/1st were sweeping west accompanied by a platoon from D 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, Company B, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry was operating to the 
south. 
   The calm was shattered as an NVA patrol emerged to the front of B Trp. 
   "Seven of them ran across the trail," said PFC Steven Russell (Irving, Tex.) of Co. D.  "They weren't 
more than 20 meters away." 
   Engines whined and roared as the tracks catapulted into position for an on-line assault. 
   "We swept for 200 meters," said PFC Russell, "but it looked like they had disappeared." 
   The open field vanished as the tracks thrashed into the jungle, still in search of the enemy. 
   THe troops who had been on the tracks until this point, dismounted. 
   Just at that moment the enemy opened up with RPG's and small arms fire. 
   But the NVA barrage had come too late.  The Americal soldiers were already on the ground 
returning fire.  The tracks raked the area with .50 caliber machinegun bursts. 
   "Blue Ghost" helicopter gunships from F Troop, 8th Cavalry and artillery were called in. 
   The NVA scrambled away leaving two dead.  Sweeping the area, the Americans found eight more 
bodies 500 meters away. 
   To the south B Co. had begun to search the brush.  A burst of fire rang out from an enemy bunker, 
and again the action picked up. 
   The B Co. soldiers assaulted the bunker, killing 2 VC.  The 196th soldiers were just regrouping when 
the whole area seemed to erupt with enemy fire.  The infantrymen called for support. 
   The helicopter gunships spotted two VC running for a bunker.  They were cut down by a blaze of 
machinegun fire. 
   On the second sweep, a chopper destroyed the bunker itself with a rocket.  Another VC was killed 
as he tried to escape from the smoldering ruin. 
   Four more enemy were shot as they tried to escape through open fields to bring the total enemy 
dead to 20. (198th IO) 
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Division Troops Kill 239 Enemy 
   LZ HAWK HILL -  Division soldiers were recently combined with Vietnamese forces to seriously 
disrupt enemy plans for a winter offensive in eastern Quang Tin Province. 
   In a series of sharp encounters, the allies ground elements of the 31st NVA Regiment to shreds, 
killing 239 enemy in the span of 11 days. 
   "WE received good intelligence and were able to both formulate an effective plan and get our forces 
into position," said Colonel James M. Lee (Wilmington, N.C.), commanding officer, 196th Infantry 
Brigade. 
   The allies initially deployed their units from north to south along the eastern sector of Quang Tin. 
   "We anticipated that the NVA would try to attack the populated areas around Thang Binh and Tam 
Ky," said CPT Robert Russell (Carson City, Nev.), assistant operations officer, 196th Inf. Bde.  "The 
mission of our units was to block the enemy's attempts to enter these regions." 
   Alpha Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry, made the first contact in open country five miles west of 
Tam Ky. 
   The allies hit back hard, and after several hours, the enemy withdrew, leaving 45 dead. 
   Alpha's M551 Sheridan Assault Vehicles, in their first real test, had played a large part in the troop's 
success. 
   "That 152mm gun really hurt them," said Sgt James M. Mullins (Danville, Va.), track commander. 
   The next contact came a day later, 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky.  Seven tracks from F Troop, 17th 
Cav., were moving in a column, accompanied by a platoon from D Company, 3d Battalion, 21st 
Infantry. 
   The 196th Bde. soldiers spotted movement in a woodline, and the infantry dismounted to check 
things out. 
   "Just as we started to search the area," said SSG Tony Alfieri (Jamaica, N.Y.) Co. D, 3d Bn., 21st 
Inf., "they cut loose with automatic weapons and rocket propelled grenades." 
   The tracks lined up and assaulted the woodline, raking the enemy with canister rounds and 
machinegun fire. 
   The infantry followed, rooting out isolated pockets of resistance.  After moving 200 meters the 
Americans returned to search the area. 
   "I didn't realize how many we had killed till we started to look around," said SSG Eugene Hodge 
(Locust Grove, Va.), machinegunner of the command track. 
   The Americans found 39 NVA bodies as well as 16 AK-47 rifles, four rocket propelled grenades, a 
60mm mortar and over 70 Chinese Communist (Chicom) grenades. 
   In the same general area, Co. A, 3d Bn., 21st Inf., killed 12 NVA in isolated skirmishes throughout 
the afternoon.  The next day Alpha spotted a large enemy force moving into a woodline.  Artillery 
accounted for 15 more dead. 
   The next operation came several days later.  A task force under the operational control of the 196th 
Bde. moved through "Pineapple Forest," six miles west of Tam Ky. 
   The task force consisted of Alpha and Bravo Troops, 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., accompanied by one 
platoon each from D Co., 1st Bn., 46th Inf. and B Co., 2d Bn., 1st Inf., accounted for 15 enemy dead in 
two days of fighting. 
   However, the biggest fight came after the operation was supposed to be over. 
   The task force had taken its last objective and was on the way back to Tam Ky, when it ran into an 
estimated NVA battalion. 
   The tracks and infantry pulled on line and assaulted the rice paddy to their front.  They overran the 
enemy positions, then went into a laager as night fell. 
   The next day a search of the area revealed 52 NVA dead, but even this count was conservative. 
   Further south, the 5th Regiment, 2d ARVN Division, continued to be active.  The ARVN soldiers 
killed 61 NVA in nine days of fighting. 
   There were several reasons for the allies' success but, "Most important," said COL Lee, "was the 
splendid performance of the American and Vietnamese soldier once the fighting began."  (196th IO) 



27Feb70-Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 08  Page 2 
Proud Men Serving 
             Our  
             Action  
             Army 
 Photo       SFC Raymond  
                 A. Boyles 
             16th Combat Avn Bn 
              Career Counselor 
 
      By MSG H. A. Bonesio 
   Thirty-two of the 38 reenlistees in the Americal Division during a one-week period were First Term 
soldiers. 
   Most of the new careerists chose guaranteed assignments or CONUS choice of station options. 
   Division Troops was represented by SP5 David Thole, 1-1st Cav. 
   Support Command had SFC Wallace Andersen and PFC Charles Williams, 23rd Admin. Co. 
   Division Artillery retains MSG Ray Pauley, HHB, SSG Larry  
Scott, A Btry., 3-16th Arty.; SP4 Billy Hartsfield, B Btry., 1-14th 
Arty.; SP4 Perez Gonzales, G Btry., 55th Arty. 
   The 16th Combat Aviation Group keeps PFC Roy Withers, HHC, 
SFC Jesse Wallis, HHC, 14th Cbt. Avn. Bn.; SGT Leroy Gist, B Co., 
123rd Avn. Bn.; SP5 Joseph Anderson, 335th Trans Co. 
   The 11th Infantry Brigade reenlistees were SP4 Robert Williams, 
HHC; from 3-1st Inf., PFC Hardy Rose, A Co., PFC Milton Avery, E 
Co.; from 4-21st Inf., SGT Ronnie Sanders, D Co. 
   The 196th Infantry Brigade re-upped PFC Galen Fish, F Trp., 
17th Cav.; from 2-1st Inf., SP4 Robert Rendon, PFC Larry 
Westphal, PFC Jerry Shields, SGT Thomas Long, SFC Doterto 
Aguigui, all from A Co.; SP5 Francisco Rosas-Ramos, HHC, SP4 
Ronald Gibson and SP4 William Moon, E Co., 4-31st Inf., from  
1-46th Inf., PFC Charlie Strong, A Co., SGT Elmer Perry, B Co., 
PFC Richard Knoble and PVT Ernest Johnson, D Co. 
   The 198th Infantry Brigade was represented by 1SG Jess Boyd,  
HHC, 1-6th Inf., from the same battalion, SP4 Carroll Johnson, A 
Co., PFC David Wallace, C Co., SGT William Schroeder, E Co.; from  
1-52nd Inf., SGT John Lucas, HHC, SP4 Franklin Creswell, SSG 
Joseph Michaud, PFC Daniel Copeland, PFC Ronnie Chaffin, E Co. 
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Proud Men Serving  
                  Our  
                Action 
                 Army 
Photo    SSG Ronnie A. Hodges 
           Career Counselor  
            Americal Hqs. 
       By MSG H.A. Bonesio 
       
   Sixty-six soldiers reenlisted in the AMERICAL Division during a two-week period.  More than 68 
percent of the reenlistees were formerly First Termers. 
   Division Troops were represented by SP5 James D. Fletcher, 23rd  
MP Co.; from the 523rd Sig. Bn., SSG Virgil Bennett, HHC, and SSG 
Raymond Burns, A Co.; from the 26th Engr. Bn., MSG David Heidt, 
HHC, and SP4 Blanchard Olivis, E Co. 
   Support Command had PFC Michael Meehan and SSG. James 
Young, 23rd Admin. Co.; SP4 Thomas Gilbert, 63rd Inf. Plt. (CT); 
SFC James F. Guttierrez, HQ & A Co., 23rd Med. Bn.; SP4 Walter 
Chisolm and PFC John Sullivan, HHC, 23rd S & T Bn; PSC Paul 
Ikeda, Cbt Ctr. 
   Division Artillery retains PFC Vernon Brown, HHB, 1-14th Arty.; 
SSG James Smith, A Btry., 3-82nd Arty.; from 3-16th., SFC Frank 
Roulette, Svc. Btry., SSG Isaac Hart, A Btry., SGT Robert Snow, C 
Btry. 
   The 16th Combat Aviation Group keeps SFC Ronnie D. Hodges,  
HHC; SSG Richard Lampman, 71st Avn. Co.; SFC Joseph Barnett, 
174th Avn. Co.; from the 723rd Maint. Bn., SP6 John J. Hehn and  
SSG Peter Farrin, E Co. 
   The 196th Infantry Brigade re-upped SFC Carl Higginbotham,  
HHC; from 4-31st Inf., SGM Antonio Guterrez, HHC, PFC Charles 
Wilson, A Co., PFC Steven Chapman, D Co., 1SG Robert 
McDermott, E Co.; from 1-46th Inf., PFC Daniel Koch, B Co., SP4 
Frank White, PFC Jimmie Davis, PFC Stanley Bradley, PFC Dan 
Farmer, all from D Co.; from 2-1st Inf., SP4 Jimmie Ogden,  
HHC, SP4 Larry Sidebottom, PFC Michael Shaffer, SP4 Carlos Reed, 
PFC Alan Turner, PFC Robert Brady, PFC Barry Mogil, PFC Gerald 
Albracht, PFC Eugene Williams, PFC Walter Dembowski, PFC 
Joseph Seid, PS4 [SP4] Donald Evans, all form A Company, PFC Larry L. 
Laurenzana and PFC Ernest Harris, C Co., SP4 Howard Walter, D Co.  
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Scholarship Given To Viet Student 
   LZ HAWK HILL- Five hundred piastres a month may not seem like much, but to Nguyen Thi Kim Sa, 
the sum looks like a million dollars. 
   Kim Sa is a student of Ky Le elementary school in the area of 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, 196th 
Infantry Brigade. 
   Thanks to a scholarship program, which is has awarded her 500 piastres a month for one year, Kim 
Sa will be able to continue her education. 
   The quiet Vietnamese girl is a deserving recipient of the scholarship.  She is in the upper third of her 
class. 
   Her father, an ARVN soldier was killed by the Viet Cong, and her uncle could not provide her the 
financial support she needed to continue her schooling.  Now that had changed. 
   The 196th Inf. Bde,. is allocated 45,000 piastres a year for distribution to local schools. 
   In the area of 2nd Bn, 1st Inf., two peopleðthe headmaster of the and the battalion civil affairs officer, 
1LT William Bacon (Roswell, N.M.) ï jointly decide who will receive the scholarship. 
   ñEducation is what the Vietnamese people need,ò said SFC Akio Teramoto (Gilroy, Calif.), a 
member of the 196th Inf. Bde. civil affairs team.  óIf we can give them a desire for more schooling, then 
we can call our program a success.ò 
   The Americans hope to increase the Vietnamese incentive for more schooling by giving them 
increased opportunities through scholarships.  (196th IO) 
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KC-Scouts Prove Hard Fighters 
   LZ HAWK HILL - The slightly built figure moves gingerly down a tangled overgrown path.  He raises 
his hand and the American soldiers who follow stop abruptly. 
   They know that when Nguyen Minh Hoang senses danger, he is usually right. 
   The Vietnamese carefully parts a leafy bush, revealing a 105mm artillery round with a Chicom 
grenade detonator.  The round is destroyed and the infantrymen move on. 
   Hoang was once an NVA sapper.  Two years ago division soldiers found him in an abandoned 
mountain hideaway dying of malaria. 
   "He was to weak to move," said SGT Evert Graves (Redform, Va.).  "His fellow sappers had taken 
his food and weapon and left him to die." 
   The former NVA is now a Kit Carson Scout for Charlie Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, 196th 
Infantry Brigade.  Because of scouts like Hoang, the Kit Carson program in the 196th Inf. Bde. is daily 
producing dividends. 
   The brigade's Kit Carson Scouts undergo a three week training period at division headquarters in 
Chu Lai.  They are then sent back to work with one of the brigade's units in the area with which they 
are familiar. 
   The life of a Kit Carson is not an easy one.  Because of their knowledge of the terrain they frequently 
walk point.  Their diminutive size singles them out for enemy snipers.  Yet they approach their tasks 
with determination. 
   "They want to prove themselves," said Mr. James Ketchum (Newport Beach, Calif.), 10th Military 
Intelligence Detachment, 196th Bde. 
   Mr. Kitchum [2 different spellings?], whose rank is classified, is a liaison worker with the Kit Carsons.  
He knows them to be a proud and skillful group of fighters. (196th Bde IO) 
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Combat In Review 
Info Leads To NVA Bunkers 
   By SP4 Jim Tannesen 
   LZ HAWK HILL -- Reacting swiftly to reports of an enemy troop build-up, division soldiers of the 
196th Inf. Bde. recently dislocated an NVA battalion and destroyed a vast bunker complex. 
   Rumors of large NVA concentrations had been filtering into the intelligence section of 2nd Bn., 1st 
Inf., 196th Inf. Bde.  Investigation of these reports resulted in significant findings. 
   "There was a battalion-sized unit moving towards a staging area in 'Pineapple Forest' five miles west 
of Tam Ky," said CPT James Gardner (Wellsveille, N.Y.), intelligence officer, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. "It 
appeared that they were getting ready to attack Tam Ky itself." 
   A and C Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., were airlifted in to meet this threat. 
   The quiet of Pineapple Forest was shattered by the deadening roar of helicopters as wave after 
waved drooped to the jungle floor.  For the rest of the day the infantrymen pushed on through leafy 
vegetation toward their goal. 
   The next morning they came upon the enemy stronghold. 
   "We were sweeping towards a woodline," said PFC Earnst Harrsion (Sylacauga, Ala.), "when we 
spotted a bunker to our front." 
   Rifle and machinegun fire spewed from the enemy emplacement.  The Americans dove for cover, 
then opened up with M-16 rifles. 
   A lone soldier rushed the bunker from its blind side and tossed a hand grenade through the portal.  
Four NVA were killed, including two officers. 
   Another enemy opened fire form a spider hole.  He too was brought down by grenades. 
   By this time the entire hillside had erupted with enemy fire.  The Americans halted their advance and 
called for air and artillery support. 
   "The air strikes lasted all day," said SP5 James Steele (St. Louis).  "The whole side of the hill was 
covered with smoke." 
   The next morning the Americans found no trace of the savage enemy resistance encountered the 
day before.  The NVA had abandoned their fortifications during the night. 
   "They hadn't left anything," said SGT Charles Missar (Chicago," I know we had a lot of kills, but they 
carried the bodies off." 
   The NVA had abandoned a sprawling complex of structures and tunnels.  the Americans destroyed 
41 bunkers and 600 meters of interconnecting trenches. 
   "All the bunkers had overhead cover." said SGT Missar.  "Some were reinforced with metal stakes 
and wooden beams." 
   Intelligence reports were a major factor in the success of 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. 
   We got to them before they were prepared to attack," said CPT Gardner, "and were able to disrupt 
the entire battalion."  (196th Bde. IO) 
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Cache Find  
Helps Viets 
 
   LZ HAWK HILL - A 196th Inf. Bde. civil affairs team used a recently discovered rice cache to help 
950 homeless Vietnamese refugees from the pain of hunger. 
   The project began when a defective stove exploded at Thang Binh Refugee Center 10 miles north of 
Tam Ky.  Forty-foot flames raced through the bamboo and grass living structures. 
   "The fire started at 3:30 in the afternoon," said 1LT William Bacon (Roswell, N.M.), civil affairs 
officer, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde. "By 5:00 p.m. dirt mounds and scorched pieces of tin were all 
that was left," added the officer. 
   The 29th Civil Affairs Co., working in the Thang Binh area, would require at least three days to 
gather supplies. The refugees on the other hand, needed food immediately. 
   Five miles to the west F Trp., 17th Cav., working under the operational control of 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 
had just uncovered 22,000 pounds of enemy rice. 
   "I heard about the fire at Thang Binh an hour and a half after the blaze occurred," said 1LT Bacon.  "I 
arranged to have 8,000 pounds of F Trp.'s rice sent to the refugee center the following morning." 
   The next day a convoy of 2 1/2 ton trucks rumbled down the rutted dirt road to Thang Binh.  By 1:00 
that afternoon the trucks had arrived that the refugee center with the desperately needed rice.  Soon, 
smoke from hundred of cooking fires drifted over the rubble as rice pots were again filled. 
   Help came from other sources.  The equivalent of American Boy Scouts, Buddhist Scouts from 
Thang Binh helped the refugees clear away the rubble. 
   "They helped put up temporary shelters made of tin and whatever else they could salvage," related 
Bacon. 
   The Government of Vietnam supplied construction material and the refugees were able to rebuild 
their living quarters.  Things are now back to normal at Thang Binh, but the refugees have not 
forgotten the help that came when it was needed. 
   "When people are in a bind like that, we try to help them out," said SGT Jim Callahan (Washington, 
N.J.) 
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Dawn Attack Repelled 
   Night Laager Sappers Defeated 
   LZ HAWK HILL - "AK-47 rounds going over my head woke me up, said SGT James P. Hansen (ST. 
Louis Park, Minn.).  "Chicom grenades were dropping everywhere." 
   For the next hour, Co. A, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., of the 196th Inf. Bde was locked in a bitter struggle 
against an estimated 15 enemy sappers. 
   The enemy had apparently reached the company's night laager after painstaking effort. Moving 
slowly, the enemy had crawled through wet grass and down a gully, until shortly before dawn they 
waited silently behind embankment 10 meters away from the nearest American position. 
   The sharp crack of AK-47 rifles and bursts of Chicom grenades signalled the start of the attack.  The 
Americans responded immediately with rifle and machinegun fire. 
   One sapper vaulted the five-foot embankment. He was at the edge of the perimeter. 
   The VC broke from his cover, ran across the creek bed and dropped down behind a rice paddy dike. 
   "The mortar squad had only one round left," said SP4 Craig, "but they dropped it right down on that 
VC from 200 meters." 
   Continuing their search from there, the men of A Co. counted seven dead enemy sappers, two AK-
47 rifles and 15 Chicom grenades. However, the memory of that last hidden sapper stayed with them. 
(196th IO) 
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Unit Snags Rice 
   LZ HAWK HILL - Division soldiers recently uncovered a 22,000 pound rice cache, one of the largest 
ever discovered in Southern I Corps. 
   F Trp., 17th Cav., working with the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. near Hawk Hill, discovered the 11-ton cache 
while moving towards a suspected enemy structure area. 
   "We had seen several Viet Cong in an area near Hawk Hill the day before," said CPT Roscoe J. 
Cartwright (Cincinnati), commanding officer of F Trp.  "We didn't go after them at the time, because 
we had other commitments." 
   The suspected enemy complex was on a small hill to their front.  As the cavalrymen drew closer, 
they observed that the hill was dotted with bunkers and living quarters.  Artillery was called in; the 
tracks waited online as the shells ripped the enemy structures.  Then F Trp. resumed its advance. 
   "As we went up the hill," said SP4 Duane Zentner (Mott, N.D.), machinegunner of the command 
track," we saw loose rice scattered all around." 
   CPT Cartwright decided to search the area thoroughly, and deployed the tracks around the ill in a 
semi-circle, facing out to cover possible routes of enemy attack, while the troop's infantry squads 
dismounted to search the area. 
   We found rice everywhere," said SGT Robert Landman (Orange, Calif.) first platoon.  "It was piled 
up in bunkers, 55-gallon drums and trenches." 
   With the hot tropical sun beating down on them, the infantry squads went to work loading the 11-ton 
rice haul onto helicopters for transportation to Hawk HIll. (196th Bde. IO) 
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   Governor Promotes EM To Colonel 
   LZ HAWK HILL - Most battalions have one lieutenant colonel, but the 2nd Bn. of the 1st Inf. has two.  
One commands the battalion.  The other runs Co. E resupply. 
   SP4 Phillip Taylor got his promotion from the governor's mansion in his home state of Georgia. 
   "I wrote our governor a letter just to let him know I thought he was doing a fine job," said the Ringold, 
Ga. native with a grin.  "I really wasn't bucking for a promotion," he said. 
   The governor must have been impressed.  Exercising powers given him as the "commander-in-chief 
of the army and navy and militia thereof, "Gov. Lester Maddox (or a member of his staff) awarded 
Taylor thee field grade commission. 
   Deep in the legal archives of the state of Georgia, there must be a statute empowering the governor 
to commission officer in the military forces of the state. 
   The next of the document instructed Taylor to obey the lawful orders of his superior officers and the 
governor, and charged him with the responsibility of leading the enlisted men and junior officers of his 
command. 
   Echo Company's only lieutenant colonel is finishing his second Vietnam tour and is on his way back 
to the States. 
   "What does Taylor think of his new rank? (196th IO) 
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Proud Men  
           Serve 
           Our  
           Army 
           SFC Edwin K. 
Photo      Crawley 
           Career Counselor  
           11th Inf. Bde. 
   By MSG H. A. Bonesio 
   Thirty-six of the 46 soldiers reenlisting in the AMERICAL Division during a one-week period, were in 
the First Termer category. 
   Division Troops was represented by MSG John R. Bayroth, HHC,  
Americal; SFC Masayoshi Tanno, 635th MI Co.; SGT Henry  
Sherwood, D Co., 26th Engr. Bn.; SSG Frank Bechtold, A Trp., and  
PFC James Glaser, HHT, 1-1st Cav. 
   Support Command had SFC Bobby Bramlett and SSG Gerald  
Mills, 23rd Admin. Co.; SGT Douglas Brooks and PVT Elton Parks, 
23rd AG Repl. Co.; PSG Mitchell Lewis, HHC, 23rd S&T Bn.; SFC 
Lester Dunn, B Co., 23rd Med. Bn. 
   Division Artillery retains SP4 Jackie Riley and SP4 Francisco 
Lubin-Cazares, B Btry., 1-14th Arty.; SFC Harold Strawderman, 
HHB, 3-18th Arty; SP4 George Green, B Btry., 1-14th Arty. 
   The 16th Combat Aviation Group keeps SP5 William Arrington, A  
Co., 123rd Avn. Bn. 
   The 11th Infantry Brigade reenlistees were SP4 Steven Foster,  
HHC; from 1-20th Inf., SP4 Hershel Weathers, B Co., PFC Frank 
Garcia, C Co.; from 4-3rd Inf., PFC Michael Kemper and SGT Martin 
Paterson, A Co., PFC Edward Lauver, C Co., PVT Robert Jones, E  
Co.; from 3-1st Inf., PFC Larry Flickinger, D Co.; from 4-21st Inf.,  
PFC Howard Dehann, HHC. 
   The 196th Infantry Brigade re-upped PFC Paul Fredenburg, F 
Trp., 17th Cav.; from 1-46th Inf., PFC Lawrence DeLair, PFC Clair 
Gaskins, SP4 Thomas Blyth, all with B Co., PFC Steven Berrier and  
PFC Arnold Galacia, D Co.; from 2-1st Inf., PFC Jose  
Pizarro-Pizarro, C Co., PFC Stephen Lyon, D Co., PFC Larry Yeager, 
E Co.; from 3-21st Inf., PFC John Williams, C Co. 
   The 198th Infantry Brigade was represented by MSG James  
Courtney, HHC; from 1-6th Inf., PFC Robert Manna, HHC PFC  
Thomas Spaulding, B Co., SP4 Samuel Parker, Co Co.; from 1-52nd 
Inf., SGT Paul Tittle and SP4 Galen Wanderschied, D Co.; from  
5-46th Inf., MSG Arthur Newton, HHC, PFC Michael Somner, A Co. 
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          MEDCAP TEAM TREATS VIETS  
  LZ  HAWK  HILL  -  They  treat  over  500 Vietnamese  patients  a  month.  Their duties have ranged 
from curing routine skin ailments to saving the life of a mother in childbirth.  
  "They" are the members of the mobile Medcap (Medical Civil Action Program) team of 2nd Bn., 1st 
Inf., 196th Inf. Bde., Americal Div.  
  The Medcap team includes a doctor, a clinical technician and two medics.  The team performs 
medical services for the small villages surrounding this firebase.      
  On a typical working day the team is invited to Binh An, seven miles northwest of Tam Ky, by the 
village chief. 1LT William Bacon (Roswell, N.M.), civil affairs officer, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., journeys to the 
village and surveys the many thatch-covered hooches that line the street.        
  1LT Bacon decides that the white masonry meeting hall in the center of the village would be the best 
place to house the team.                        Frequently, the ailment is not so routine. Late one day the team 
was holding a Medcap in a small bare building. A woman had just given birth to a baby in the hooch 
next door.          
  The team rushed next door and found the woman near death from loss of blood during childbirth.  
One of the doctors felt the woman's pulse; it was almost nonexistent. Quickly he gave her a blood 
expander, then drew and watched.     
  "Her pulse began to rise," recalled 1LT Walker.  "We knew she was going to live."  
   Medical evac. helicopters-dust-offs-are available to the medical team. "If a person needs immediate 
help we can have him to the hospital within minutes," claims Walker.  "During one Medcap, a woman 
was bitten in the eye by a snake. We called in the dust-off ship and flew her straight to Da Nang."  
  For less serious cases the patients are referred to the South Vietnamese hospital in Tam Ky.            
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Combat In Review 
Enemy Crippled  
By 'Legionnaire' 
   By SP4 Jim Tannesen 
   LZ HAWK HILL - The construction of a small patrol base atop a hill followed by a series of swift 
platoon-size strikes helped thwart the enemy in Quang Tin Province. 
   Working off of "OP Legionnaire" 12 miles northwest of Tam Ky, soldiers of the Division's 196th Inf. 
Bde. killed 68 enemy and confiscated 21 weapons. 
   "We knew that Hill 251 was critical terrain," said CPT James Gardner (Wellsville, N.Y.), operation 
officer, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. "Both north and south of the hill lay two valleys leading from the mountains 
into the lowlands.  With a patrol base on the hill we knew we could severely cripple the enemy's 
freedom of movement. 
   Construction Rapid 
   The plan being conceived, construction began immediately.  Within days sandbagged fighting 
bunkers and hundreds of feet of concertina wire encircled the crest. 
   The patrol base was manned by B Co. and the reconnaissance platoon of 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., along 
with a liaison team from 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty. 
   Op Legionnaire was in full operation almost immediately, for tactical operations were conducted 
even while the base was being constructed. 
   Contact Frequent 
   Platoon size elements ranged into the lowlands and mountains, killing 37 enemy soldiers in a 30 day 
period. 
   "Almost every day we made successful contact with the enemy," recalled CPT Gardner.  "We also 
had a very high kill ratio." 
   The 21 enemy weapons confiscated included a Rocket Propelled Grenade Launcher. 
   Mission Successful 
   Three high ranking officials were numbered among the enemy dead.  One was a VC economic 
cadre, another was a master sergeant NVA advisor to local VC units and the third was a VC military 
security chief. 
   Enemy Denial 
   3rd Bn., 82nd Arty. and the mortar platoon of 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. working closely with OP Legionnaire 
accounted for 31 more enemy dead. 
   "OP Legionnaire denied the enemy everything he needed for a successful offensive," maintained 
CPT Gardner.  "It cut off his supply routes, prevented his using the valleys both as staging areas and 
'rocket pockets' and denied him use of the hill as his own OP." (196th Bde. IO) 
 
 



03Apr70-Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 11  Page 8 
      ARMY SARGE SKILLFULLY   
        TEACHES ENGLISH  
  
  LZ HAWK HILL - It would be hard to find a civil affairs worker with a more unusual job than SGT 
Preston Winkler Baltimore).  The duties of the Division soldier ranges from telling fairy tales to 
conjugating verbs.  
  SGT Winkler, a member of the 196th Inf. Bde. 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., teaches  classes at Ky Le, a 
Vietnamese settlement near Tam  Ky.  2nd Bn. 1st  Inf.  has arranged to have the classes taught 
every Tuesday and Thursday.  
  SGT Winkler plans each lesson jointly with SGT Sang a Vietnamese interpreter with the battalion. 
SGT Sang also aids his American  counterpart  during classes.  
  "If there is something I have trouble conveying in English, SGT  Sang  can convey it in Vietnamese,"  
explains  SGT Winkler. "The  main problem is not understanding the words but rather the 
pronunciation."  
  On  a  typical  afternoon  of class,  SGT  Winkler  and  SGT Sang  down  a rutted dirt road and  then 
turn  into a grassy courtyard. The two soldiers walk into  a  small  masonry schoolhouse;  70  children  
were already seated and waiting.  
  "Good   afternoon,  SGT Winkler,"  intone  the  children. The American sergeant places his notebook 
on a shaky plywood desk and returns their greeting. Then he begins the days lesson.  
  "Many year'  ago," he reads, "there was a king whose doctor said: There is only  one thing which will 
make you happy..   
  SGT Winkler pauses, glancing around to see if there is any  raised hands:  Than he continues, 
speaking  slowly  and distinctly, "You must wear the shoes of a man who is never unhappy."  
  SGT Sang explains the story in  Vietnamese.  Then  it  is  the students  turn to relate the tale in 
English.  
  The chidden are shy at first, but soon warm up to SGT Winkler's gentle prodding. He cups his ears- "I 
can't hear you", then  in  a  flamboyant  gesture, throws his arms above his head. The  children  laugh  
with understanding and speak louder.  
  The teacher's  efforts do not end during recess. Am impromptu volleyball  game provides the 
students a chance to deal with their instructor on a more informal basis.  
  The high-pitched  yelling  and frequent laughter shows that the  
2nd  Bn.,  1st  Inf., civil affairs worker is more than just and  
English teacher to the Ky Le students.  
  SGT  Winkler feels that the children are progressing.  
However, some of his proteges required  more  patience  than others. (196th Bde. IO)  
Photos by PFC Laszlo Kondor  



 
1) Two soldiers aiding class of Vietnamese. 



 
2) Young boy looking up as he fills out a test or worksheet from class.  
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Div. Recap, Action in late 
April high, enemy loses 143 
   CHU LAI (Americal IO) - Division soldiers accounted for 143 enemy soldiers killed during the last week of April as action 
remained light until the last day of April when it rose sharply. 
   In the 11th Infantry Brigade area of operations "Warlords" of the 123d Aviation Battalion spotted and engaged two VC on a 
hillside overlooking the Ve River 10 miles northwest of Duc Pho.  Two SKSs and one AK-47 were captured in the action. 
   Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry found two wounded VC in a tunnel two miles south of Duc Pho.  The 11th Brigade 
soldiers detained the two enemy and confiscated nine hand grenades. 
   The next day Alpha Company again saw action when they combined with Primo Aviation to kill four VC in the lowlands three 
miles south of Duc Pho.  Two SKSs and one AK-47 were captured in the action. 
   Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry found two wounded VC in a tunnel two miles south of Duc Pho.  The 11th Brigade 
soldiers detained the two enemy and confiscated nine hand grenades. 
   The next day Alpha Company again saw action when they combined with Primo Aviation to kill four VC in the lowlands three 
miles south of Duc Pho. 
   Meanwhile, Delta Company, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry engaged three NVA who appeared to be collecting food from villagers.  
One of the enemy was killed and an SKS rifle confiscated in the action which took place in hte Ve River Valley, two miles 
southwest of Duc Pho. 
   Alpha Company, also of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry surprised four NVA soldiers who were swimming in the Tra Cau River 
five miles west of Duc Pho.  One of the enemy was killed and two wounded and detained by the 11th Brigade "Jungle Warriors." 
   Action in the 198th Infantry Brigade area of operations was very light during the last week of April. 
   An element of Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry, was led to a heavily booby-trapped area by a Vietnamese boy. 
   Under the boy's direction, the infantrymen found four 82mm mortar rounds buried at 50 meter intervals along a trail.  One 
82mm mortar round was placed on top of a buried 105mm artillery round.  The booby traps were destroyed in place. 
   In an area 12 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City, an element of Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry observed three 
VC wearing black shirts and blue shorts. 
   As the enemy crossed an open rice paddy and tried to hide in a tree line, one of them was spotted by an alert rifleman who 
opened up with M-16 fire, killing him. 
   "He was running and had just entered the woodline," said Specialist Four Edward R. Crown, Flora, Ill.  "When they got him."  
The infantrymen also captured one pack with ten pounds of rice. 
   Later in the week H Troop, 17th Cavalry discovered an enemy grenade factory while sweeping through low coastal (continued 
on page 2)-(continued from page 1) hills just east of the Tra Bong River. 
   An artillery forward observe, working with the cavalrymen 10 miles southeast of Chu Lai, spotted the entrance to a spider hole.  
The men who checked out the hole, dug into one wall and found a boarded up section which opened up to the factory. 
   In a room ten feet by six feet by three feet high, the cavalrymen unearthed one CHICOM hand grenade, two homemade 
bangalore torpedoes two bags of empty soda and C Ration cans, two bags of Chicom hand grenade handles, one Chicom 
bangalore torpedo, four empty torpedo canisters, one 105mm high explosive artillery round and one pressure type firing device.  
All of the munitions were blown in place. 
   The 196th Infantry Brigade area of operations saw the heaviest action during the last week of April. 
   "Professionals" of Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry uncovered a moderate size cache in the rugged highlands 18 
miles southwest of Tam Ky. 
   Discovered in a camouflaged enemy shelter were 130 pounds of potatoes, 25 pounds of rice, five chickens, two pounds of salt, 
two pounds of fish and 25 pounds of beans. 
   Nearby, 400 garden hoes, 20 shovels and an enemy semi-automatic rifle were discovered. 

   Alpha Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, working seven miles northwest of Tam Ky, spotted and 
engaged five VC.  As Alpha Company opened fire, one VC was killed while the remainder scattered 
into nearby woods. 
   Later in the afternoon, a VC rallied to the village chief at the base of Hill 74, 10 miles northwest of 
Tam Ky.  After questioning, it was learned that the enemy killed earlier by Alpha Company was a team 
leader for a VC sapper squad. 
   An NVA patrol wandered into a Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry night attack position 10 
miles northwest of Tam Ky.  "We saw them when they were about 25 meters away and set off two 
claymore mines," said Specialist Four Ronald Tanner, Missoula, Mon.  "We checked out the area, and 
found two dead NVA and two AK-47 rifles." 
   The infantrymen also found one pack, two CHICOM grenades and other small items of enemy 
equipment. 
   F Troop, 17th Cavalry came across a cache of approximately one ton of rice.  The rice was packed in bags in an area five miles 
northwest of Tam Ky. 
   The troop gave 500 pounds of rice to Regional Force soldiers and the remainder was extracted to Hawk Hill. 
   Action increased sharply on the last day of April as 196th Brigade soldiers and allied and support units killed four VC and 39 
NVA. 
   The action began at 2:00 a.m. when NVA sapper units struck simultaneously at an American firebase and an ARVN support 
base 25 miles west of Tam Ky.  The bases were shaken by RPG fire, 60mm mortar fire and enemy small arms fie. 
   The attackers carried satchel charges and continued to fight without slacking for almost an hour after daylight at both bases.  
Mortar poundings followed as the enemy were eventually repelled. 
   American artillery and infantry units teamed up to kill ten NVA at LZ Siberia. 
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Photo Caption: Sergeant Preston Winkler, Baltimore, points out an English word on the blackboard, a 
cue for his Vietnamese students to pronounce the word in unison.  Sergeant Winkler, a member of 
2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry teaches English classes every Tuesday and Thursday at Ky Le Village, 
seven miles north of Tam Ky.  "the most difficult part," says the 196th Infantry Brigade civil affairs 
worker, "is getting the students to pronounce each word properly.  (Photo By PFC Lazlo Kondor) 
 
 


