5/46th Infantry Battalion Compilation of Vietnam Articles

Forwarding note from Leslie Hines, ADVA Vietnam era historian for 2018.

The Ameri cal Di vi si on Veteranés Association Histori

unit albums, casualty reports, KIA information, videos and maps relating to units that served with the
Americal Division. My work on this effort began way back in the 1990s. Many items came from veterans
sharing their news articles with me or from tedious efforts to locate and transcribe the text and images
from microfilm copies. Today the data base now holds approximately 40% of the stories of our service in
the Americal Division and supporting units. But it is the result of my best effort.

| have realized that it might be difficult for a veteran to find stories about their battalion from the data
base if they did not have some computer skills. This compilation may come too late for some, but it is
al ways something that | hoped t hadrsomeotherdelpbulesoutas In
continued to add more material to the data base. But it is time that | start making the effort. If for no other
reason than to illustrate what can be done if someone makes the effort to compile their own unit stories
from the data base.

This compilation Iimited to only news stories.
Reportero which published many of the articles
also includes brigade command newsletters (198th/196th LIB), the division daily newsheets, the Americal
Division magazines (12 issues), the Americal Division Book (printed in July 1970), and 117 issues of the
AiSouthern Crosso published i n Vi et miasrthatwere rotinclanded
in the compilation were the ADVA Newsletter/Journal stories and the 5/46th Battalion Newsletters. Some
of the ADVA fANewsletterso have been scanned as
searchable and currently is complete. It would be possible to select many more articles if | had time to
research stories that did not provide the company name. For example a story might only refer to the action
of a unit of the Americal Division or the 198th Bde engaging the enemy. If the story indicated their were
23 enemy Kkilled and a cache of 12 B-40 rockets | might be able to identify that the company was from the
5/46th Inf. Bn. Without this determination | would not be able to include this story in the compilation.

Note: References to photos may indicate that we have an image taken from microfilm or xerox copy.
These may be found in PDF files in the historical data base or you may request copies of the images the
ADVA historian.

Two tour books for the 5/46th Inf. Bn. have been located. These books are similar to high school year
books. These were created under the direction of the officer assigned duties as historian for the battalion.
A copy from 1969 and one from 1970 for the 5/46th Inf. Bn. have been located and copies can be shared
electronically or reprinted. It is possible that the books were printed by Stars & Stripes in Japan and it
might be possible to locate additional copies in Japan.

Also, there were battalion newsletters printed for infantry battalions in the 198th Inf. Bde. as well as a
newsletter for the 198th Inf. Bde. To date we have not been able to locate many of the 198th/196th Inf.
Bde newsletters (Bayonet/Charger). There have only been a few of the 1/46th newsletters located todate.
Most 5/46 Inf. Bn. Battalion S2/S3 images are available for Vietnam (Thanks to Dave Taylor). Some OP
Plan and OP Ord map overlays are available as well. The quarterly historical summaries like the ones
that were available for the 5/46th Inf. Bn.

are being sought for other periods of the 5/46th service in Vietnam.

Another source that has not been worked is the news releases sent to home town newspapers with
stories about our veterans.
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UNIT CITATIONS AWARDED

SOURCE: Department of the Army Pamphlet 762-3
Unit Citation and Campaign Participation Credit Register

(1960-1978) Dated: May 1980

UNIT CITATIONDATES OF SERVICEDAGO & DATE
5th Bn, 46th Inf

RVNGC24 Aug 69 - 31 Dec 69 DAGO 42, 1972
RVNGC31 Mar 70 - 30 Jun 70 DAGO 42, 1972

ABBREVIATIONS:

DAGO: Department of the Army General Order

PUC: U.S. Army Presidential Unit Citation

VUA: U.S. Army Valorous Unit Award

MUC: U.S. Army Meritorious Unit Citation

RVNGC: Republic Of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit Citation

RVNCAHM Republic of Vietnam Civil Actions Honor Medal - First Class
Unit Citation

N-PUC U.S. Navy Presidential Unit Citation

N-MUC U.S. Navy Meritorious Unit Citation

HHC Headquarters & Headquarters Company

HHB Headquarters & Headquarters Battery

DETACH Detachment
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AMERICAL DIVISION HISTORY
PART |

The reactivated Americal Division owes its early history to the formation of a task force which deployed to
the South Pacific in World War Il. In 1942, a task force was formed to defend the island of New
Calendonia. The organization, designated Task Force 6814, was commanded by Brigadier General
Alexander M. Patch. It left New York on Jan. 23, 1942 for New Caledonia, going by way of Panama and
Australia. The original Task Force 6814 was composed of the 132d, 164th and 182d Infantry Regiments;
the 245th, 246th and 247th Field Artillery Battalions (Light);

and the 221st Field Artillery Battalion (Medium). Forty-five percent of the strength came from
Massachusetts troops of the 26th Infantry Division's 51st Infantry Regiment; the remainder came mostly
from lllinois and North Dakota. The troops trained on board ship while enroute to New Caledonia and
after arrival at Noumea, New Caledonia on March 12, 1942, continued training for combat in jungle
terrain.

On May 27, 1942, the task force was reconstituted and organized as the AMERICAL DIVISION. The
name was derived from combining "America" and "Caledonia". The newly-designated division adopted a
shoulder patch of four white stars on a blue field. The stars are in the form of the Southern Cross,
indicating organization of the division south of the Equator.

The division continued training until the 164th Infantry Regiment went into action on Guadalcanal on
Oct. 13, 1942 -- the first U.S. Army unit to conduct an offensive operation against the enemy in any
theater during World War Il. Elements of the division defended Henderson Field against heavy enemy at
tacks during Oct. 23 through Oct. 25, 1942 and took part in the offensive across the Matanikau River in
November. Organized resistance ended in January and the division left the front lines Feb. 9, 1943.

The Americal Division moved to the Fiji Islands beginning March 5, 1943 to assume the defense of the
main island of Viti Navu and to engage in extensive training. During the period Dec. 25, 1943 to Jan. 12,
1944 the Americal landed on Bougainville. The division went on the offensive during March and April
1944, driving the Japanese east of the Maravia River and seized strategic hill masses and commanding
terrain. Training and long-range patrol activity then continued until Nov. 30, 1944, when the division was
relieved. On Jan. 8, 1945, the division moved to Leyte and Samar to take part in cleaning out the
remaining Japanese forces on those islands. Leaving on March 13, 1945 from Leyte, the division landed
on Cebu on March 26 and seized the city airfield in two days. Divisional combat teams made landings on
Bohol Negros and Mindanao, where they cleared out pockets of resisting Japanese. On June 17 the
division returned to Cebu, arriving on June 25. Training continued on Cebu for the proposed invasion of
Japan.

On Sept. 10, 1945, the Americal Division landed in Japan and took part in the occupation of the
Yokohama-Kawasaki-Yokosuka area. Elements began to leave on Nov. 29, 1945 for the United States
where the division was inactivated on Dec. 12, 1945, at Fort Lawton, Washington.

WWII: Battle Credits and Awards:
Campaign Patrticipation Credit:
World War II: Guadalcanal: Northern Solomons: Southern Philippines (w/arrowhead): Leyte
Decorations:
Presidential Unit Citation (Navy) - Streamer Embroidered:
GUADALCANAL
Philippine Presidential Unit Citation - Streamer Embroidered:
October 17, 1944 to July 4, 1945
Distinguished Unit Citation to Company E, 182d Infantry
Regiment, March 10 - March 11, 1944



PART Il
AMERICAL DIVISION HISTORY in Vietnam through 1967:

In Feb. 1967, COMUSMACV, General Wiliam C. Westmoreland, formed a
planning group to organize an Army task force to send to the troubled |
Corps area of South Vietnam. This planning group, led by Major General
William B. Rosson (later Lieutenant General) formed a multi - brigade force
comprised of the 196 th Light Infantry Brigade; the 1st Brigade, 101st
Airborne Division; and the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (later
designated 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Division).

The task force became operational April 20, 1967, under control of IlI

Marine Amphibious Force (Il MAF), with the 196th beginning operations near
Chu Lai, in Quang Tin and Quang Ngai Provinces, and the 3d Brigade, 4th
Infantry conducting search and destroy operations in Southern Quang Ngai
Province. In May, 1967, the 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne arrived at Duc Pho
and began operations in the jungles west of there.

Early offensive operations conducted by Task Force Oregon included:
Malheur I, and Malheur Il, Hood River, Benton, and Cook. On Sept. 11, 1967,
Operation Wheeler was launched against elements of the 2nd NVA Division in
the area northwest of Chu Lai.

On Sept. 22, 1967, Brigadier General Samuel W. Koster assumed command
of the task force, succeeding Maj. General Richard T. Knowles. On Sept.

25, 1967, Task Force Oregon was reconstituted and redesignated as

the Americal Divisio n with an organization to consist of the 196th, 198th

and 11th Infantry Brigades. Operation Wheeler continued and on October 4,

1967, the 3rd Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) was placed under
operational control of the Americal Division. The "Gar ry Owen" brigade
immediately launched Operation Wallowa in the northern sector of the
Americal's area of operation. On October 22, 1967 the 198th Light Infantry
Brigade arrived in Vietnam to become part of the Americal Division. The

198th Deployed initial ly to Duc Pho for combat training. Upon completion of

the training, the brigade moved to the Chu Lai area and relieved the 196th

Brigade in place. The 196th then assumed responsibility for the operational

area of the 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division, which departed the
Americal Division for 1l Corps Tactical Zone on November 26, 1967.
Operation Wheeler and Wallowa were combined on November 11, and the
Wheeler/Wallowa operation conducted by the 196th Infantry Brigade, and the

3rd Brigade, 1st Air Cava Iry set the pace for Americal action in Quang Nam

Provinces.

An official change of colors ceremony was held on October 26, and the
Americal Division became the seventh Army Division fighting in Vietnam.

General S.W. Koster, Commanding General, America | Division, was promoted to
Major General on the same day. Battalions of the 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry
Division were employed in the Duc Pho area of operations throughout 1967 and

in 1968 controlled Operation Muscatine. Maneuver battalions of the brigade

were also deployed in the northern provinces, and took part in Operation
Wheeler/Wallowa. The 3d Brigade conducted combat operations in the mountains

west of Duc Pho, and assisted in

the combat orientation of the 198th Light Infantry Brigade during October

and November 1967, and of the 11th Light Infantry Brigade, which arrived in

Vietnam on December 20. Operation Muscatine, a multi - battalion operation in
the northern districts of Quang Ngai Province, was launched in early
December by the 198th Brigade and units of the 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry.

The 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry assumed control of the operation January 2,
1968.

The "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Infantry Brigade deployed initially to
Duc Pho, and underwent combat training in that area. Comba t operations were



ater begun in the Duc Pho area of operations. The end of 1967 saw the
organization of the Americal Division as follows:

196th Brigade; the 198th Brigade; 11th Brigade; 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry;

and the 3d Brigade, 1st Cavalry.

-END-



Cpt House, 3MHD 5/46 INF
(Handwritten note: "File With Unit History File"

HISTORY OF THE 198INFANTRY BRIGADE, AMERICAL DIVISION
Prepared by the 2d Military History Detachment

On 10 May 1967 the Department  of Defense announced: "A new infantry brigade,
numbering 5,600 men, will be sent to Vietham." The new unit, the 198th Light Infantry Brigade,
was formed from personnel of the 1st and 2d Armored Divisions at Fort Hood, Texas. Although it
was referred to  as a "new" brigade, the 198th Infantry had a rich history dating back to the early
192006s.

Headquarters and headquarters company, 198th Infantry Brigade was formed in the
Organized Reserves in Eire county, Pennsylvania, on 24 June 1921. The unit became a n organic
element of the 99th Infantry Division.

The unit was reorganized and redesignated as the 3d Platoon of the 99th Cavalry Recon
Troop, and on 15 November 1942 was ordered to active military service at Camp Van Dorn,
Mississippi. During World War 1, the troop fought with the 99th Infantry Division and received
campaign credit for operations in the Rhineland, Ardennes -Alsace and Central Europe. The
troop was also cited by the Belgian Army for action at Elsenborn and in the Ardennes, and was
awarde d the Belgian Fourragere. The 99th Cavalry Recon Troop was inactivated on 29
September 1945 at Camp Myles Standish, Massachusetts, and assigned as a reserve component
of the 99th Infantry Division.

On 1 August 1962 the 99th Cavalry Recon Troop was reliev  ed from its assignment to the
99th Infantry Division and withdrawn from the Army Reserve. At the same time, the 3d Platoon of
the Troop was converted and re  -designated as Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
198th Infantry Brigade, and allotted to the R egular Army. This, then, was the unit which began
training at Fort Hood under the command of Colonel James R. Waldie in May, 1967. During this
training, jungle fighting techniques and air mobility were emphasized. Plans called for the
reconstructed 198t h to be somewhat stronger than the light infantry brigades already serving in
Vietnam, the 196th and the 199th. The 198th was to have 1800 additional men, more armored
cavalry and artillery, and increased logistical support.

In October 1967, the Military  Sea Transport Ships USS Gordon and USS Upshur brought the
brigade from Oakland, California, to Da Nang. After arriving in Da Nang, the "Brave and Bold"
soldiers boarded LST boats for transportation to Chu Lai, where they arrived on 22 October, 1967.
Four days later they became a part of the reactivated Americal Division. At the time of its initial
deployment, the 198th Light Infantry Brigade consisted of the following units: 1st Bn, 46th Inf; 1st
Bn, 6th Inf; 1st Bn, 52d Inf; 1st Bn, 14th Arty; H Trp, 17 th Cav; and the 555th Engr Bn (now Company
B, 26th Engr Bn).

At first, the green troops were given classes and combat training to prepare them for
assignment. About half of the troops were trained by the 196th Brigade in Chu Lai, while the
remainder went to Duc Pho for training by the 3d Brigade of the 4th Infantry Division. Those
troops at Duc Pho remained there until the arrival of the 11th Light Infantry Brigade in December,
1967 at which time they withdrew to Chu Lai. The 196th Light Infantry Brigad e redeployed from
the Chu Lai area to relieve the 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division; the 198th relieved the 196th
Brigade in place.

Operation Muscatine, a multi  -battalion operation in the northern districts of Quang Ngai
Province, was launched in early  December 1967 by the 198th Brigade, 2d ARVN Division and
units of the 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Division. During this operation, which ended on 10 June 1968,
the 198th Brigade relieved the 2d ROK Marine Brigade and assumed responsibility for their TAOR.



On 31 March 1968, the 5th Bn, 46th Inf joined the 198th and the Brigade continued its operations
with four infantry battalions until 1 July, 1969 when the 1st Bn, 46th Inf officially became a part of
the 196th Brigade.

Operation Burlington Trial was begu n by elements of the 198th Brigade on 8 April 1968.
With the assistance of the 1st Sqdn, 1st Cav, the road was opened from Tam Ky to Tien Phouc, a
Special Forces outpost, and district headquarters in Quang Tin Province. The road was
constructed by the 39 th and 26th Engineer Battalions. When the operation ended on 11
November 1968, 545 weapons had been captured and 1,947 enemy had been Kkilled.

On 2 December 1968, a major pacification effort was begun by the 1st Bn, 46th Inf of the
198th Brigade, the 1st Sqdn, 1st Cav and the 26th Engr Bn. Operation Hardin Falls had the
mission of providing assistance to GVN forces, enabling them to pacify six hamlets in Thang Binh
District. The operation successfully ended on 28 February 1969. Elements of the 1st Bn, 4 6th Inf
also operated in conjunction with the 196th Brigade during Operation Fayette Canyon. This
operation was started during December 1968 in the mountains northwest of Tam Ky, and it
ended on 28 February 1969 after 327 enemy had been killed.

Operation Russell Beach was initiated on 13 January 1969 on the Batangan Peninsula,
eight miles northeast of Quang Ngai City. This operation was a massive pacification effort
designed to remove and isolate all civilians from the peninsula and eliminate VC units, b ase
areas and materials and members of the VC infrastructure. The 5th Bn, 46th Inf of the 198th
Brigade was combined with the 4th Bn, 3d Inf of the 11th Brigade to form Task Force Cookesy
(named after Assistant Division Commander, BG Howard W. Cooksey, wh o commanded the
Task Force). The peninsula was isolated from the mainland by a cordon set up by Task Force
Cooksey and 12,000 innocent civilians were relocated. The combat phase of the operation
ended on 9 February accounting for 210 VC killed, and 15.5 tons of salt, two tons of corn, 13 tons
of rice, 59 individual weapons and six crew served weapons captured. Pacification,
resettlement and civic action projects continued on the Batangan Peninsula.

During February 1969 the Americal division was reorgani zed under the ROAD concept,
and the designation of Light Infantry Brigade was dropped. However, the 198th Infantry Brigade
retained many of the additional assets it had acquired as a Light Infantry Brigade.

On 18 March, 1969, the "Brave and the Bold: of the 198th Brigade and the 6th ARVN
Regiment embarked upon Operation Geneva Park. The mission was to eliminate the enemy
forces within the TAOR while stressing pacification and combined US/ARVN operations. This
operation is still in progress.

As of 1 Mar ch 1970, the 198th Infantry Brigade was composed of the following units: HHC,
198th Inf Bde; 1st Bn, 6th Inf; 5th Bn, 46th Inf; 1st Bn, 52d Inf; H Trp, 17th Cav; 57th Inf Plat (Scout
Dog); and the 87th Chem Det.

The patch of the 198th Infantry Brigade con sists of a blue shield, arched at the top and
bottom, two inches in width and enclosed by a 1/8 inch white border. A stylized yellow and
scarlet tongue of flame covers the patch in a reverse "S" fashion. A portion of a rifle barrel with
fixed bayonet, al |in white, is superimposed on the flame diagonally from lower right to upper
left.

The blue color of the patch denotes infantry. The tongue of the flame alludes to the
brigade's firepower. The bayonet, a basic infantry weapon, is symbolic of carrying t he fight to
the enemy. Together, the flame and bayonet refer to the unit's spirit and readiness to engage
the enemy in a firefight, or if necessary, in hand -to-hand combat.



AMERICAL NEWSLETTER VIETNAM COMBAT
Hell in A Small Place: The Blue Ghost Incident Of 3 June, 1969

The Mission

The mission seemed simple enough. 1LT David Taylor's, 2nd platoon, C Company, 5/46th Inf., 198th
L.1.B would air assault onto a section of a dirt road, south and parallel to the Tra Bong River, northwest of
Quang Ngai and west of Binh Son. They would then sweep the road east for mines so an engineer
contingent could be extracted from the Tra Bong Special Forces camp in the mountains to the west.

Taylor's platoon would push east to link up with a similar element, pushing west from Binh Son. At
0630 hours on 3 June 1969, the platoon air assaulted onto their sector of the Tra Bong road. The assault
was accomplished without incident, no incoming fire. But the platoon found the walk east to be very slow,
the attached engineers were finding more mines than anticipated. After moving 400 more meters on the
road, the platoon came under continuous sniper fire from a wood line 300 meters south of the road.

Bird Is Down!

Taylor received a call from a Blue Ghost (F Trp, 8th Cav) mission commander arriving overhead. "We
understand you are having some problems. We will be in the area awhile, can we help?" "Roger", Taylor
replied, "There are bad guys south of my position about 300- 400 mikes, can you take a look?"

Captain Richard Wayne Watson, "Blue Ghost Red", of Goldsboro, NC piloted the light observation
helicopter (LOH), OH-6A, that would sniff out the area while his support (AH-1G Cobras) circled above.
With him was door gunner PFC Paul Wayne Miller of San Diego, CA and an unidentified rifleman from the
aeroscout platoon, along for the ride.

Watson radioed another message as he flew a short distance inside the tree line, "I see NVA uniforms
hanging on a clothes line. I'm going in for another look". In a matter of seconds the radio cracked again,
"I'm taking fire!" as he made a frantic attempt to evade multiple bursts of automatic weapons fire.
Suddenly a big bang shook the air and a large cloud of black smoke was seen. The LOH pitched straight
in on its top. "Bird is down!, bird is down!" radioed the mission commander and immediately the cobra's
began circling the ground around the downed craft, firing everything they had to protect the crew.
Watson tumbled out of the OH-6A and, although seriously wounded, helped the rifleman out of the
burning craft and began crawling to safety. When he realized that his door gunner was not with them he
moved back toward the flaming wreckage while still under heavy fire.

Watson found the burning door gunner and extinguished the fire with his own hands. As he carried him
away from the aircraft, they were both cut down by automatic weapons fire.

Not more than a minute after the crash, the 5/46th's battalion commander, along with Taylor's company
commander, landed on the road in his command & control (C&C) UH-1D. The battalion commander's
orders to Taylor were given with a look of grave consequence: "l want you to take some men on my bird
and go in to protect that crew until | can get some reinforcements in."

Taylor surveyed his platoon and the selection began. "ltaliano!" (Harry Italiano, Suitland, MD - machine
gunner), "Sandman!" (Mitchell Sandman, Syosset, NY - assistant gunner), "Scherf!, (Michael Scherf,
Golden, CO - squad leader). Taylor then turned to his RTO, "Let's go!"

As they moved towards the UH-1D another squad leader, Randy Backovich of Vallejo, CA ran up to
Taylor. "Need some extra help?" Surprised that someone would volunteer, Taylor welcomed the help.
"Yea, get on the
bird". It was a decision that was to save the platoon leader's life and live with him forever.

The Rescue Team Goes In

As the 5/46th's C&C flew the short distance to the crash site Taylor yelled instructions over the noise of
the aircraft, "get behind something when you hit the ground and cover me. I'll check out the crew".
Knowing for sure that the NVA were waiting, but not sure how many, he did not want his men wandering
around offering themselves as targets.

With the downed LOH in sight just inside a small open plot of ground, the
rescue ship headed straight for the crew lying next to it. The cobras lined up in trail behind the C&C as it
descended into the open area. The bird immediately came under automatic weapons fire. In the last
seconds before landing, the gunships told the C&C, "left turn!, left turn!". Touching down, the pilot saw a
small ditch about 30 meters from the LOH and came to rest beside it. At the same time the cobras let
loose with 40mm cannon fire to cover the rescue team.

Taylor was the first one off the bird and ran to the crashed LOH, the 40mm cannon exploding around
him. The RTO, Backovich, and Scherf followed him out and jumped into the ditch. Encumbered by the M-



60, Italiano and Sandman exited the opposite side. The NVA lifted their heads, and both soldiers were cut
down by automatic weapons fire.

The pilot of the C&C had hoped to get the crew on board with the team and depart. That hope was lost
when the pilot was shot in the foot while the team was jumping out. Afraid he would be shot down on top
of the men in the ditch, he ordered his co-pilot to pull out.

Hell in A Small Place

Taylor ran to the downed LOH. Both Watson and Miller were lying side by side, their bodies burned
from the crash. Under automatic weapons fire, Taylor moved to the rifleman who was 10 feet away. Lying
face down, he had been shot in the stomach and neck, and was being used for target practice until the
rescue team arrived. Taylor thought he was dead and turned to leave when he saw the soldier's right
hand slowly making a fist, twice. He was signaling he was alive but was too weak or afraid to move.
Taylor then received a burst of fire from his front and returned the fire, emptying his magazine.

While this occurred, Sergeant Backovich saw the machine gun lying in the open and knew they needed
it to survive against the heavy fire around them. He leaped from the ditch to retrieve it and met a NVA
soldier coming out of the bush with the same idea. Backovich was quicker on the draw and downed him
with his M-16. Grabbing the M-60 he leaped back to the ditch, pouring out fire in all directions to
supplement the fire of Scherf and the RTO.

Taylor kept firing to his front to protect the wounded rifleman. But he was outgunned. As he loaded a
third magazine he was hit in his left side, pitching him backward. A bullet ripped a hole in his left side 6
inches wide. Making a dash to the ditch, he yelled, "cover me!" Two feet from the ditch he was hit by an
AK-47 round in the lower right leg, the bullet entering one side and exiting the other, smashing the tibia
and fibula. He tumbled into the ditch.

Backovich, Scherf and the RTO kept firing. The team was now fighting for its own life. A grenade was
thrown into the ditch but Backovich threw it out in time. 1Lt Robert Wiggins, "Blueghost 26" flying above
recalled, "l saw the NVA hit the rescue team with automatic weapons fire. The contact
was so close we had a hard time using our rockets. We made pass after pass to
get the NVA to shoot at us instead of those onthe ground.”

Scherf crawled to Taylor who was in intense pain. The tibia and fibula were sticking out of his leg, the
leg throbbing from the impact of the AK round. Scherf stabilized the leg by taking a boot-lace and tying
both legs together. Scherf then assured him "I'm going to get you out of this mess". At that moment he
was hit in the head by an AK round, lowered his head on Taylor's feet, and died.

By this time a Forward Air Controller was circling overhead. Fighters with 500-pound bombs had
scrambled at Chu Lai. The FAC asked Backovich where to drop it. Backovich, not one to waste words
and counting the seconds he could hold out, answered "anywhere and everywhere, they're all around us!"
The bombs were dropped at close range. The pilots saw groups of NVA running in every direction.
Another Rescue Team

By now another rescue element entered the fray. Three armored personnel carriers, of the 2nd
platoon, H troop, 17th Cav. were supporting the road clearing operation with the element heading west
from Binh Son. Depleted in strength, they had to grab cooks and clerks for the mission. PFC Larry Baker
from Benton, Il recalled, "there were only two of us on the three tracks who had any experience". This
was not a mission Baker wanted to be on. The next day he was scheduled for R&R, to see his wife in
Hawaii.

After the rescue team had dropped into the area the three tracks were also tasked to go in and get the
Blue Ghost crew. They were unaware another team had gone in and was fighting for its life. In the ditch
the RTO, new to the field, was unable to do much. Taylor could not move with Sgt. Scherf laying on his
feet. It was, at this time, Sergeant Backovich against the NVA. Backovich was firing as fast as he could
but was running out of ammunition.

The tracks broke through high elephant grass, into the tree line and into the small plot of hell. The
enemy fire had subsided but was still coming in. As Baker departed his track he heard screaming from the
ditch, saw the dead machine gun team lying in the open, and realized others had been trapped as well.

Baker and his men quickly pulled everyone into the tracks. Backovich got into the same track with
Taylor, the dead were piled on the ramp to protect the living from incoming fire and the tracks pulled out.
Baker felt lucky, "I think the elephant grass was too high and too thick, the NVA could not get a bead on
us with their RPG's". The tracks headed back to the Tra Bong Road and a medevac waiting to land.
During the brief ride Taylor told Backovich, "I'm going to put you in for a medal". Backovich replied, "I'll
trade it for a few days in the rear".

Aftermath



1LT David Taylor spent a year recovering from his wounds at Ft. Dix, New Jersey. He served a tour of
duty at Ft. Jackson, SC, then entered the Army Reserve Special Forces, where he pursued a 22-year
career, retiring in 1993. He lives in Medina, Ohio.

Sergeant Randy Backovich completed his Vietnam tour in October 1969, wearing Staff Sergeant
Stripes and earning the Silver Star and two Bronze Stars. He resides in his hometown of Vallejo,
California.

1LT Robert Wiggins, "Blue Ghost 26" is very active in the Vietham Helicopter Pilots Association and
resides in Panama City Beach, Florida.

The status of the rescue team's RTO and the wounded rifleman from the LOH, are unknown.

PFC Larry Baker of H Troop got his R&R the next day. A month later, on July 4th, 1969, his track hit a
mine and he lost his right leg. This was his third Purple Heart. Baker resides in his hometown of Benton,
lllinois, with his wife of 31 years.
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Page 9 N  Story and Art by
C SGT ALFRED ANTHONY JR
O  198th Inf Bde

graphic ink drawing of a sergeant.

"I remember him back in basic," recalled a young soldier of the
1st Bn., 46th Inf. "He gave me my first impression of the Army. He
told me how ugly | was, how weak | was, and just how dumb | was."

Men like the one who greeted the young recruit appear in every platoon,
at every fire base, and on every patrol in the 198th Inf. Bde. area. He is the man who wears the stripes
the non-commissioned officer.

The NCO works at a variety of jobs, from leading a platoon in
combat to preparing daily meals. He is the action man, the manpower
hustler of the modern Army.

SSG Joseph W. Preola (Terra Haute, Ind.), weapons platoon leader
for B. Co., 5th Bn., 46th Inf., handled troops in Korea in 1949 as a machinegun section leader when
present PFCs and SP4s had trouble standing on two feet.

"We used water-cooled 30s then," Preola recalled. "They don't even have them anymore."

Preola views changes in the Army from what he calls "the lifer's point
of view." "With so many college men, troops are smarter now," he said. "In the old Army you
were something if you'd been through high school.

"With the men today' you have to tell them the ‘whys about what they're doing. But it's a good
change-more people understand what's going on. As a result the enlisted man can help out in
more ways than one."

Men like SFC Herman' M. Obst (Hancock, Mich.) perform their jobs
with characteristic pride and professionalism.

A mess steward for the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., Obst is no ordinary cook. He feeds field troops at 19
separate locations, sometimes treating the men to home-style cookouts.

A soldier stuffing himself with chicken, ice cream, and fresh water-melon on desolate Batangan
Peninsula can thank Obst for the special catering service.

The true professional soldier does not sit back and let the Army grow around him. By continually
updating his knowledge, the NCO can pass on valuable information to his men.

SFC Charles T. Sizemore, a PSG with D Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., came back to Vietnam for a second tour.
"For the man with stripes, being a soldier becomes a job," he said. "The more stripes, the more
responsibility. You become more efficient, and suddenly it's a way of life."

After thirteen years in the service, Sizemore is applying for a direct commission because he feels he can
put his knowledge to good use leading troops.

It is said of a sergeant that it takes three cups of rotten coffee to melt the iceberg of his heart.

But the NCO acts tough for areason. He is the one responsible for getting the job done.

The man in charge of big blasts on the enemy at the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf.,

SFC Pedraza Rodriquez (Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico) is, as he puts it, "responsible for defending 360
degrees.”

Rodriquez thinks an NCO's job here is deeper than it appears. Fluent
in Vietnamese, he believes the GI must continually study military tactics in relation to the people.

"It is important for the men to learn a few phrases of Viethamese,
even if it's just 'how are you'," the 13-year veteran stated. Like many NCOs, Rodriquez plans a return
trip to Vietnam.

SSG J.C. Clayton (Seaside, Calif.), who has practiced the medical trade in Europe, Alaska, and now
Vietnam, typifies the sergeant who performs with determination despite a harsh environment.

After treating frostbite in Alaska at 65 degrees below zero, Clayton volunteered for Vietham and now
serves with the 5th Bn., 46th Inf.

"When something happens to a man here," he said, "he is on the way
to fine medical treatment fast. We've saved some men's lives, and that's about the greatest satisfaction
| could ask for."



SSG Jim Damico (Closter, N. J.), a platoon sergeant with A Co., 5th Bn.,
46th Inf., arrived in Vietham a PFC, and within a year earned the right to
lead a platoon. Only 19, he has found the responsibility of his stripes atough challenge. '
"The sergeants do the dirty work," he said. "They run the war in the field." Fellow platoon sergeant
Preola, athin and grizzled man, cracked a smile listening to Damico. "I'm old enough to be his
father," he joked.

Preola continued with a grin, "l am a veteran of the 24th, 7th, and 1st Caw. Divisions. | started my
career three times as a private-l guess | just never learned."

The sergeant paused and looked around the desolate LZ surrounding
him, "I guess to me it's a job, not a war."

Graphic art - ink drawing of a soldier carrying an M-16



Americal Division Magazine - January, 1969

AMERICAL
NOVEMBER
Infantrymen of the 198th Bde. called for accurate firing by the 1st Bn., 82nd Arty. on Nov. 2 as 22 VC
were killed south of Chu Lai. same day, a LRP team and a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. platoon adjusted other fire
missions from the artillery unit, killing 18 VC.



Americal Division Magazine - May, 1969
AMERICAL

Page 8 THE NOOSE AROUND BATANGAN
(With graphic of a hangman's noose around the title)

By 1LT CECIL GREEN

The morning of Jan. 13 was an infantryman's nightmare.

The angry, silver-black clouds covered the sky with an ominous glow and unleashed monsoon deluges,
which soaked everything and made rain gear useless.

The mud was already there from earlier storms, but the new rains gave it a life that infantrymen dread. One
rifleman described it as "trying to walk through a mountain of C-ration peanut butter."

But the day was D-Day, and the hands on the. clock were nearing H-Hour-0800.

Things began to happen rapidly:

Infantrymen from the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf. Bde. moved into action like foot soldiers down through the
ages., slogging across the muddy hills and flooded lowlands toward their goal.

The 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 11th Inf. Bde. moved from their encampment near Quang Ngai City to waiting
helicopters that would churn through the lowering skies in a massive combat assault.

Marines, two battalions strong, arrived aboard a flotilla of ships in the South China Sea. Two companies
climbed down the nets into landing craft while others swarmed over the decks of the. USS Tripoli into
helicopters that would carry them ashore.

Two battalions of soldiers from the 2nd ARVN Division also shouldered their packs and headed into the
region.

Navy swift boats roared into life and plowed through the swelling sea, forming a water blockade.

The fighting men from the two countries had a common objective: the Batangan Peninsula, a mushroont
shaped VC stronghold for the past 20 years, jutting into the South China Sea about 20 miles southeast of
Chu Lai.

Their tactic was a textbook example of a cordon an 11 1/2 mile solid ring of men and firepower across the
neck of the peninsula. The circle was completed with Navy ships. At the action's peak, almost 8,500 men
hoked off the Batangan Peninsula. This was the start of Operation Russell Beach.

The Marine patrticipation was called Operation Bold Mariner, but after the ground troops reached a phase
line on Jan. 25, the maneuver became Operation Russell Beach entirely. BG Howard H Cooksey
(Alexandria, Va.), Americal assistant division commander, was the overall commander of the Army and
ARVN forces forming Task Force Cooksey.

The phases of the combat/pacification program were clearly defined: deception, establishment of the
cordon, psychological operations (PSYOP), collapse of the cordon, and pacification.

Intelligence experts reported that the area was a popular

B&W photo - soldiers walking in front of an ACAV. Photo Caption "Wary infantrymen and watchful
cavalrymen move into place in the tangled underbrush to seal off the Batangan Peninsula. photo credit -
Norland
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VC supply route. Tacticians learned that enemy troops in the area, when running from a pitched battle,
always headed for the peninsula's heart. The deception phase of the operation actually began about 10
days before D-Day," explained BG Cooksey.

"The 5/46 and the 2nd ARVN Div. began conducting sweeps far away from the peninsula, working their way
closer as the starting time drew near. We were taking advantage of the enemy's tendency to head for
his sanctuary when faced with combat."

The rain, cursed by the Gls on the ground, was actually an important consideration in the opening moves of
the operation. "We wanted the start of the operation to coincide with the monsoon rains, so the enemy's
tunnels would be flooded and no good to him," the task force commander stated.

The weather tactics worked. "Although we were uncomfortable, | believe it was worse on the VC," said LTC
Ronald R. Richardson (Colorado Springs, Colo.), CO of the 5/46. "My men were near a river during the
PSYOP phase and we had a number of suspects come out of flooded tunnels and holes just in front of us.
They had been in water so long that their skin was shriveled up like
a prune."

"By D-Day we figured there might be a good-size VC force trapped out there,” related LTC Jack C
Davis Maudlin, Ark.), CO of the 4/3. "But even if there were just a handful, the plan was still to clear the area
on foot, step by step, to locate every tunnel and bunker, destroy
the minefields and empty Charlie's’ breadbasket.”

Page 9 Column 2

Noon of D-Day found the soldiers of the cordon line still chest-deep in water in the flooded rice paddies with
mud as their toughest enemy. The men, less than 10 meters apart, were in visual contact along the entire
route. By late afternoon, the weary infantrymen got the order to
dig in for the night. The human wall was formed.

But for more than 20 days, night did not come to the
Batangan Peninsula.

"There's just no such thing as night out here," a rifle-man noted. "Those flare ships do a good job."

The flare ships remained on station overhead throughout the night hours of operation; dropping an average
of 600 flares per night.

"The flares were very significant in this operation,” said CPT John R. Blanks Jr. (Macon, Ga.), the
commander of D Co., 4/3. "They took the night away from the enemy and made any fighting on our terms.
The light also made the infantrymen more secure and boosted morale."

After the cordon was established, the operation reverted to a battle of words for four days as PSYOP crews
went to work on the ground and in the air with broadcasts and printed leaflets.

The most important phase of the operation was beginning-evacuation of as many people as possible from
the peninsula before any fighting actually began.

"There were no reliable statistics available on how many people made their homes on the peninsula,” related
CPT Banta York (Sumter, S.C.), 198th PSYOP officer, "but we were concerned with evacuating as many
as possible
because Russell Beach is a pacification operation. And

B&W photo caption - "Brave and Bold" soldiers of the 198th Brigade's 5th Bn., 46th Inf., always expecting the
unexpected on Batangan, use everything from rifles to mine detectors to make certain that Charlie's vital
supplies and deadly mines and booby traps are located.
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to be successful, you must have the people.”

A helicopter specially equipped with a homemade 1,000-watt transmitting system was rigged up at
the 198th S-5 office. It cruised over the peninsula area up to eight hours a day, sometimes as low as 400
feet. The Kit Carson Scouts and interpreters aboard each flight told the
people over and over where to move, how to move, and what to bring (clothing, identfication papers, and
one day's supply of food).

As the refugees moved through pre-arranged checkpoints on the cordon line, they were gathered at
temporary detention centers located at each battalion C P.

A medical team was stationed with each battalion for emergency treatment, and each refugee received
an initial inspection to insure that none with serious diseases were housed with the larger groups.

"The first refugees to arrive were, very naturally, confused and scared," CPT, York recalled. "They told
our interpreters that the VC had threatened them and warned that anyone who went to the Americans would
be
put in labor camps at Cam Ranh Bay.

"As the first helicopter loads of refugees were taken from the battaions to the Combined Holding and
Interrogation Center (CHIC) near Quang Ngai City, they were positive that they were at Cam Ranh and
refused to leave
the helicopters. When the province chief heard this, he came out personally and talked to the people uniil
they realized they were less than 12 miles from their homes.” The CHIC was a key factor in the success of
Russell
Beach. "This is where many of the refugees first became aware of the South Vietnam Government,” CPT
York stated.

At the CHIC, each refugee was carefully interrogated by GVN officials to locate and isolate VC prisoners of
war, members of the VC infrastructure, VC suspects, possible Hoi Chanhs, and innocent civilians.

As the slow process to determine and separate each group mntinued throughout the operation, the
GVN provided medical care, clothing, and hot food, in addition to drama teams, speakers, newspapers,
and music, all stressing patriotism and unity.

2 B&W photo captions - "CPT Banta York examines ‘home-made' transmitting rig that later called many
Vietnamese from their tunnels and hiding places during frequent psychological operation broadcasting.”
photo credit (1) Shingledecker and (2) Hebert.

Page 10 Column 2

"The success of the PSYOP operation became a reality after we convinced the first. doubtful refugees that
they would be well treated and safe with us,” CPT York said. "After they saw what was happening, many of
them gladly
made tape recordings to their families and neighbors which we played from our helicopters over the areas
they indicated. Those tapes were invaluable."

To show the people that they could trust and believe the American and GVN forces, CPT York personally
landed his chopper in insecure areas.

"One man was obviously wounded, but was waving a white flag on a pole at us,” the captain recalled.
"When we landed to pick him up, his entire family trooped out of a nearby bunker to go aboard."

Several large groups-one of them numbering more than 700 personsrequested to be moved out, and
Chinook pilots also landed on beaches and in insecure areas to get them all.

By late February, the population at the CHIC was near the 12,000 mark, with 257 Viet Cong infrastructure,
190 VC suspects, 104 prisoners of war and 32 Hoi Chanhs. Of the 11,377 innocent civilians moved to the
CHIC,

1,057 were men, 3,354 were women and 6,966 were children (under 15 years of age).

Officials at the CHIC reported that their population continued to grow even when nonew refugees were
coming in; more than 30 babies were delivered there by U.S. and Vietnamese doctors.

After the first four days of PSYOP, combat operations started on the Peninsula as the cordon line began
to tighten.

The tactical situation had the 2nd and 3rd Bns. of the 26th Marine Regt. in the northern sector of the line, the
5/46 and the 4/3 in the middle, the ARVNS to the south and Co. D, 4/3 and a platoon of ACAVs from H Trp.,
17th Cav. anchoring the right flank of the line.



The idea behind the entire operation was to move slowly and carefully, and the goal was no more than 500
meters per day.
"Ordinarily, this figure would be very insignificant," said BG Cooksey, "but on the Batangan Peninsula, it

Page 11

took quite a while just to move a yard because the men literally looked under every rock and behind every
bush."

And there was plenty to find. "Just like a big Easter egg hunt" was the way one rifleman described it Tunnels
were everywhere. By the time the combat phase of the operation ended on Feb. 9, more than 14,000 meters
of tunnels had been blown up, mainly by 26th Engineer Bn. teams assigned to each infantry platoon.

Nearly every village had a large tunnel complex honeycombed under its simple huts and dirt paths.
Many tunnels were hundreds of meters long with sleeping niches cut out of the walls every four or five meters,
and every tunnel had to be checked out before it was blown to locate any hidden enemy or civilians.

"If some of the refugees and Hoi Chanhs hadn't volunteered to show us some of the tunnels they knew
about, we may never have found them," LTC Richardson stated. "In one case a Hoi Chanh took us to an
area we had already swept through. He then pointed to a dirt embankment where he said seweral VC had
covered up the entrance to protect their friends below. Once we explored it, we found that it had four
different levels with a winding staircase-type entrance hole. It was very elaborate.”

Several hundred "homemade" mines and booby traps were encountered during the 27 days of the combat
phase of the operation, either by early detection or accidental detonation. Most U.S. and ARVN casualties
were due to mines.

"I've been over here in the field for about eight months now, and this is the most treacherous area I've seen,"
said 1LT Mark S. Richards (Los Angeles), a platoon leader with A Co., 4/3. "Some mines were found less
than 10 meters from our encampments, where we had been walking back and forth for several days."”

On Feb. 3, the units had completed their slow search and clear and were on the South China Sea coast.
Then, after a week of back-tracking and more searching, the combat phase of Operation Russell Beach
officially ended (Feb. 9), and the pacification phase began.

More than 210 VC were killed in action on the peninsula by late February, besides the prisoners of war, VCI,
and VC suspects held at the CHIC.

Also in their totals, the allied forces captured 15.5 tons
of salt, 2 tons of corn, 13 tons of rice, and 59 individual and 6 crew-served weapons. Twenty-three sampans
were destroyed as they tried to evade through Navy craft patrolling the peninsula waters.

"The resettlement of the peninsula and indoctrination of the people may take a long time, "CPT York
concluded,” but we can already call Operation Russell Beach a definite success as we've effectively
separated the VC from the people. There's no more VC strongarm rule on the Batangan now."

2 Color photo captions - A 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. 'Old Guard' patrol examines one of 59 individual weapons found.
Below, another 11th Brigade platoon reaches the South China Sea coast as the operation's cordon phase
concludes.
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His Brother's Keeper
By SP4 Dean Norland (photo of a combat medic badge)

" Medic! MEDIC! "

All heads in the platoon snap toward the direction of the blood-curdling yell. A lone man with a quickly
executed move grabs a canvas bag, leaps to his feet, and starts running to the wounded man. He is the guy
they are calling for-the combat medic.

He looks no different from the soldiers he serves. Carrying an M-16 rifle, a full compliment of field gear, and
two small canvas bags containing medicine, scissors, and forceps, he moves through the rice paddies and
mountains of Vietnam with the infantrymen.

Civilian backgrounds may range from studying architecture to mowing lawns, but these soldiers have gained
enough medical knowledge and self-confidence to accept the responsibility of saving lives under combat
conditions.

The classroom training for most aidmen is condensed into a 10-week course; other working knowledge only
can be acquired in the field.

Some corpsmen complete a 48-week session that covers not only the field aspects of being a medic but
also qualifies them to work in an operating room. SP5 Michael Purvance (Provo, Utah), a corpsman with
the 3rd Bn., 1st Inf,, 11th Inf. Bde., was a pre-med student at the University of Utah before he entered the
service and finished the lengthy medic's course.

"When you complete the course you are supposed to know as much as a licensed practical nurse and you
are qualified to apply for an LPN license back in the States,” Purvance noted.

The daily routine of a combat medic includes treating sundry scratches and rashes that could develop
into serious infections. Malaria must be defended against, and drinking water must be given a visual check.
Overall sanitation at a campsite must be given constant attention.

When the platoon or company stops at the end of the day and establishes an overnight camp, medics can
be

Page 21
Top quarter of the page - B&W drawing of a medic working on a wounded soldier.

seen using an entrenching tool, scratching out a ditch or building a temporary bunker.

But the commonplace comes to a screeching halt when a sniper discharges a few wellaimed rounds, a
firefight bursts from nowhere, or the sickening sound of an exploding mine ruptures the silence.

At that moment the combat medic stands as the solitary human link between a wounded Gl's despondent
prayer and his next heartbeat. If the aidman does not know his business or if his selfconfidence waivers,
the patient
stands to be a big loser.

"You really don't have time to think about it when it happens," reflected SP4 Douglas Saxon, 18, Miami, who
entered the Army after he graduated from high school. The 1st Sqgdn., 1st Cav. medic continued, "It's after
the
fight is over and you have a chance to think about it that you're scared.”

Saxon, who is airborne qualified and speaks Vietnamese, rides on one of the "Dragoon's" armored cavalry
assault vehicles. "If I'm on line in one track and another ACAV gets hit usually have to jump to the ground
and run to where the casualties are."

During a skirmish the medics will devote every life-saving second to reaching and treating the wounded
rather than laying down their own field of fire. "The grunts cower their 'doc’," explained one medic.

SP5 Lawrence Bracy, 19, Philadelphia, who came in the Army shortly after high school and is now a medic
with 3/1, probably will never forget his 19th birthday spent on the job near Quang Ngai City. "We were
pinned down by AK-47 fire in front and were getting mortared from the rear. One medic was killed and
another wounded, leaving me as the only aidman left in the company. | treated 16 or 17 guys that day, and
the only one lost was the medic."

Even the best surgeon using the finest equipment under
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ideal conditions loses patients so it stands to reason that combat conditions will not win every battle with
death.

"| feel terrible about it," said SP4 William Drake, 23, Cheyboygan, Mich., an aidman with 4th Bn., 3rd Inf.,
11th Bde.

Drake, who holds a B.A. degree in hotel and restaurant management from Michigan State University,
continued, "You ask yourself if you did everything you could. Some of the guys who step on mines wouldn't
have a chance if
they were blown up on the steps of a hospital. But you've got to keep on going."

"You think about yourself," shrugged SP5 Purvance. "You're the person who was supposed to save this
man's life and he dies. What are you going to do?"

"If you let it prey on your mind you can't function. You've got to keep going so you can treat the next man,"
affirmed SP5 Bracy.

The aidmen of the Vietnam conflict stand a much better chance of saving lives than their counterparts of
previous wars, thanks to medevac helicopters. Regular medevacs can usually reach any location in the
Americal's area of operation in 15 minutes or less. Emergency
medevacs, regular cargo helicopters or "Charlie-Charlies" that are in the immediate area of a wounded
soldier, can swoop out of the sky, load the injured man, and be airborne to the hospital within a matter of
minutes.

What effect will being a combat medic have on these men? SP4 Ernest Biscamp, 21, Houston, an
aidman with 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf. Bde., wants to work in a hospital or something related to the medical
field when he gets out of the Army. SP4 Saxon hopes to go to medical school someday. Others will return
to school or their former civilian occupations. None will forgettheir year in Vietham nor are they likely to be
forgotten by those they have served.



Army Reporter
03Aug68-Joint Effort Uncovers VC Weapons Cache

CHU LAIl, (AMERICAL-IO) - Working deep in the jungle highlands southwest of Chu Lai, a 198th Infantry
Brigade unit discovered two weapons caches in joint operations.

Company C, 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry found the 41 weapons by using a simple method. "We followed
trails right to both enemy caches." Captain Lawrence G. Johnson, Company C commander said.

At the end of the first trail, infantrymen found the larger weapons cache area. It included 12
submachineguns, 13 rifles two M60 machineguns, and a 75mm recoilless rifle.

Two days later, a Company C patrol led by 2nd Lieutenant John I. King, found another cache, including two
machineguns, four rifles, one 60mm mortar, one rocket launcher, and four rockets.

Civilian Irregular Defense Group soldiers discovered another hut, containing enemy documents and
propaganda nearby. "We like to use the CIDG people," Johnson said. "They know where to look and have
eyes like cats. They've seen VC 500 yards away in thick jungle.

The soldiers found the huts just past the end of another trail in the Americal Division area. "We know it's
dangerous to follow the trails, but we always keep out plenty of security,” Johnson said, "Besides, it's either go
up the trails and find something or stay away from them and find nothing. That doesn't leave much of a
choice."

Army Reporter
20Jan69-Concealed patrol rips up badly shaken Viet Cong

CHU LAI - When soldiers of the Americal Division's 198th Infantry Brigade begin to play hide and seek the
enemy had better watch out.

That's what a group of Viet Cong found out recently when their evening rendezvous was broken up by a
band of infantrymen that they never even saw.

A short range patrol (SRP) from Co. D, 5th Bn., 46th Inf. was concealed on a hill observing activity in an
area 15 miles southwest of here when they spotted two enemy soldiers with weapons and packs about 1,000
meters away.

"They were just walking around in the open like they owned the place," said Sgt. Dennis Braboy, the patrol
leader. "We kept them under observation with our binoculars and called for artillery fire."

While the artillery fire mission was being coordinated about eight more enemy appeared and joined the first
two. The VC still had no idea there were Americans in the area.

The first artillery barrage was about 200 meters off target. The SRP team made a quick adjustment and
called for more fire, including air bursts which sprayed the area with shrapnel.

"What, was so interesting about it," said Cpt. Michael R. Smith the company commander, "Was that the VC
had no idea there was anyone observing them. They were just wandering around down there. When the first
rounds came in they were a little bit but they really shook the VC up. The second group of rounds was right
on target."

Eight of the enemy were killed in the engagement.

As it grew darker, the 198th soldiers remained in their positions on the hill. Periodically during the night they
would call for artillery fire in the area where the bodies lay to discourage other VC from going near.

Early the morning they spotted more VC in the area and again called on Btry. B, 1st Bn., 14th Arty. for
105mm fire support. The Viet Cong hastily cleared out from the area.

"When my men went down to investigate they found numerous blood trails leading off into the high
mountains to the northwest," Smith said.

Spec. 4 Mick Hunter, the assistant team leader, said the "hide and seek” tactic had worked well for his
group on several other occasions. "When you have a small group and keep good light discipline, noise
discipline and movement discipline, along with good concealment, it's fairly easy to spot the enemy before he
spots you."

Army Reporter
27Jan69-Photo Caption - THAT LAST STEP up is a big one, and the machinegunner for a 13 man patrol form
the Americal's Co, D, 5th Bn., 46th Inf. gladly accepts a hand.

Army Reporter



03Mar69-BY FOOT and by track, Americal Division troops from the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Infantry Bde, and
1st Squadron, 1st Cav. sweep an area ten miles north of Quang Ngai City in Operation Russell Beach.

Army Reporter

9 June 1969 Rifles disclose top shots

LZ GATOR - There's a new use for the versatile "Little black rifle" carried by 198th Bde. soldiers
of the Americal Division.

Some soldiers of the5th Bn., 46th Inf. have been using their rifles as ideal portable
photo albums by carefully sealin g in plastic and taping their favorite pictures to the stocks of
their weapons, reports one soldier.

"The most common pictures are of their wives or girlfriends," says Spec. 4 Bob
Kunkel.

So if you meet a member of the5th Bn., 46th Inf., andtelhimyou 6 d | i ke to see
of his favorite pictures, don't expect him to unravel his wallet from a double layer of plastic. Just
wait, because he'll hand you his weapon for inspection.

Army Reporter

14 July 1969 Vietnam communique - June 23-29

Americal Div - Americal troopers June 28 killed 65 NVA and 30 VC soldiers as fighting flared in the Tam
Ky area shattering a week of relative calm.

A 1st Armored Cav. light observation helicopter (LOH) was fired upon as it flew over the
island June 27. Returning the enemy fire, the chopper called for infantry support to engage the enemy.

A rifle platoon from Troop A was air assaulted onto the island to check the results of the
LOH's contact. Nine VC were killed by th e scout ship.

The command and control helicopter of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., while on a reconnaissance
mission 14 miles west of Tam Ky, spotted movement in the dense overgrowth below and led Air Force
jets and Americal ground forces to an NVA bunker comple x.

The chopper directed the jets on an airstrike of the area and then steered companies A and B
of the 4th Bn. to the remnants of the NVA force. Sweeping the area of the Air Force strike, the Americal
troopers killed three of the enemy, identified as troo pers of the 2nd NVA Division.

The command and control helicopter, still circling overhead, reported spotting the bodies of
30 NVA killed by the airstrike.

Division soldiers, sweeping an area 15 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City on June 29, came
upon an occupied NVA hospital.

Troopers of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf . discovered the hospital, complete with three patients, in a
large hut and found the bodies of 12 NVA at the back door. Evidence indicates that the enemy hospital
personnel were in the process of burying the dead NVA when the Americal soldiers approached.

In their hurried flight from the area, the enemy left behind two wounded NVA soldiers and
one wounded VC who were detained by the infantrymen. Captured were a host of medical supplies,
litters, and some cooking utensils.

I n sporadic fighting throughout the divisionds ar
were killed by division infantrymen.




Army Reporter

24 November 1969- Cordon collars occult VC

CHU LAI - Americal Division soldiers swept silently and quickly into the village. They didn't want to
alarm the dwellers, nor did they want anyone to leave.

It was an operation to cordon and search one of the many villages which are suspected of
hiding Viet Cong in the 198th Bde. area of operation. Co. C,5th Bn., 46th Inf ., had been combat assaulted
into the area 20 miles south of here before dawn.

The infantrymen had many villages to check and they set about their work with rapid
efficiency knowing that soon the driving sun would halt them for a mid-day break.

The villagers had to be gathered together in a central meeting point where they could be
guestioned by members of the South Vietnamese National Police.

The questioning in the first hamlet didn't take long before turning up five suspected VC
sympathizers. Among them were three females who admitted that their husbands were supporting the
Communists with food and supplies. Two men of military age were caught in the swiftness of cordoning
and unable to escape.

Capt. Reed J. Purcell, a compagy commander, explained the cordoning mission. "We enter
the village as quickly as possible and gather the people up. It will depend on how many there are as to
whether we separate them, or make one large group"

"The village is under constant security whil e the questioning is going on," said Staff Sgt.
Jimmie L. Parker, a platoon sergeant said. "We send out squadsized elements to keep the area secure and
scatter men along the trails to keep alert of what is happening.”

An ARVN civic affairs officer distri butes pamphlets, newspapers and posters around the
village to warn the VC that allied forces are protecting the people and if they want to be safe they should
rally to the government.

"Sometimes when entering a hamlet the people appear unfriendly, and not responsive,"
stated Purcell, "but more often than not they are met with friendly greetings and smiles. That alone makes
the job of searching a little easier.”
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Photo Caption: Taklng A Break whie airpower take s a shot at suspected

enemy positions, these two Americal Division soldiers literally cool their heels while watching the action.
The two took part in an operation with elements of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf. Bde .
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TAKING A BREAK while airpower takes their heels while watchlng the action. Tﬁe
a shot at suspected enemy positions, these two took partin an operation with elements
two Americal Division soldiers literally cool of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf. Bde.
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Fete brightens Tet for needy orphans

CHU LAI A Colorful balloons, new toys, singing and games brightened the Tet holiday season for 63
children of the Binh Son Orphanage.

The party for the Viethamese orphans was sponsored by the AmericalDivi si onds 635th Milita
Intelligence Co.

The orphanage, established in 1965 at Binh Son 12 miles north of Quang Ngai City, is the home of 70
children whose ages range from three to 16 years.

The orphanage provides kindergarten, primary and secondary education for the 70 orphans and 20
other children from the surrounding area who come to the orphanage each day for school.

According to Sister Giselle, manager and principal founder of the orphanage, the institution depends
almost entirely upon the sup port and donations of Catholic and Protestant missionary organizations, the
Government of Vietnamds Ministry of Social Wel fare, a
the 5th Bn.,46thiInf. , of t he Ameri cal Di vi si oalastysdr,ihasheeddadopt edo
especially helpful.

As the party came to a close, there was a drawing in which toys were given to the children with lucky
numbers.

But before the children, laden with bags of candy and apples, were loaded on to trucks to be sentback
to Binh Son, each was given the traditional Tet money gift in a red envelope.

Each envelope contained 120 piasters and was inscribec
the new year. 6
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KY TRA - An infantryman from the 23rd Infantry Division's 5th Bn., 46th Inf. , 198th Inf. bde., learned
that there are some other dangerous things "out there" besides enemy soldiers.

Within a few hours, Spec. 4 Tim Morava, with Co. D of the Professionals walked into two poisonous
snakes and stumbled over a dud booby trap.

An element of Co. D was moving up a hill west of Chu Lai when Morava, the point man, nearly
stepped on a bamboo viper which was curled around a tree waiting for the infan tryman to get within
striking distance.

"When we came to a small patch of trees, | just happened to look down to the ground," Morava said.
"That's when | saw the snake. | was only a couple feet from it so | signaled for someone to come forward
with a machete and kill it."

After the short delay, the unit moved on toward the top of the hill, which was covered with a few small
bushes and tall elephant grass. The men were assigned positions and, after setting up security, began
making shelters to protect themselves from the sun.

"| tried to tie my poncho liner onto two bushes, but | couldn't find two bushes," said Morava. "So |
walked around to find something else to tie it onto."

On his way through the tall grass, Morava tripped over an object a nd thinking it might be something to
tie his liner to, he bent down to take a look at it. Looking back at him were three prongs of a Viet Cong
booby trap.

Morava gave the warning to the rest of the Professionals and then returned to destroy the trap wi th an
explosive charge.

Army Reporter
050ct70 Tich Tay 2 school Page 9
built from U.S. stock

LZ BAYONET - The people of Tich Tay 2 wanted a new school. The residents
of the hamlet, in the Americal Division's area, were willing to build the
necessary structure, but they needed help. The answer was the civil affairs
section of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. , 198th Inf. Bde., which is helping the
people help themselves.

According to Sfc. Gaylord A. Thomas, civil affairs NCOIC with t he 46th,
"Before the villagers could begin building the school, they needed cement,
reinforcement rods and lumber."

"The people do all the work themselves," explained Thomas.

The building of the school has progressed well and after three months'
wor k the building is near completion. All that is needed to finish the
project is the corrugated metal which will be furnished by the province.

"The school means much to the people," added Sgt. Nguyen Duy Khue,
interpreter for the 46th civil affairs section. "When the school is finished,
nearly 200 children will attend."

The children are now going to school in An Tan and must pay tuition to
attend. Tich Tay already has two teachers ready to instruct the children
when the school is completed.

Army Reporter
120ct70- Vietnam communiqué Sept. 21-27
Air combo pounds foe at Ben Tre ......
Americal Div
Soldiers of the Americal Division's Co. D. 5th Bn., 46th Inf., formed




in a night defensive position, were attacked Sept. 21 by an estimatedenemy
force of 30 men. Gunships were called in for support and were credited with
the deaths of three enemy soldiers.
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LZ BAYONET - "Walking point is kind of like puttin g on earplugs, and
snowshoes and just starting walking," said Spec. 4 George W. Knuth, a point
man with Co. D, 1st Bn., 52nd Inf., of the Americal Division's 198th Inf. Bde.
"Of course, there are things you look out for, but it is the unknown that
scares you."

The job of walking point is not new. Every maneuver element in every war
has had point men. But in this war, when the enemy plants booby traps like
crops and hopes for a good harvest every day, the point man's job has become
more exacting and dangerous than ever before.

Just what does a point man look for when he becomes the man out front?

"l look for markers," said Spec. 4 Thomas J. Bean, a fivanonth veteran
with Co. D. "The Viet Cong will cross sticks or pile rocks up by a trail
when it is booby trapped. If you watch for those signs, you'll stay out of
a lot of trouble."

"You can't just watch the ground all the time," said Sgt. Jeffrey Sanchez,
once a point man but now a squad leader with Co. C, 5th Bn., 46th Inf. "You
have to scope out the entire area quickly and reliably."

It takes just a short time experiencing the position of point to realize
there are places to avoid. "l try to avoid all open areas and breaks in the treelines or hedgerows,"
Knuth said.

Another point man, Spec. 4 Keith E. Beach, from Co. B, 1st Bn., 52nd Inf.,
said, "Trails are a major threat to any unit. It's best to avoid all trails,
but if you can't, then you should take it real slow."

Although the point man seems to be in a world of hi s own when he is up
front, he works closely with his slack man, the man walking second. Good
coordination and cooperation between the two are important.

"l like to use a man with an M79 grenade launcher behind me because if you
make contact, you canhave well-distributed fire in any direction,” said Beach.
"Also, he can provide preparatory fire into dense areas you are about to
enter."

But other point men prefer rapid fire to dispersion of fire.

"| prefer a man carrying an M16, because, if yourun upon the enemy, your
rifleman can provide a log of quick firepower to back you up,” said Bean.

All the veterans agree that the slack man provides the long-range vision
for the point man. He can observe to the front and sides while the pointman
concentrates on the ground. The second man is also an early warning device
and can assist greatly in navigation.

Do the point men find any booby traps the easy way - by seeing them first?

"l found one once when | was entering a hedgerow," said Knuth. "I felt a
trip wire touch my leg, but when | looked down | couldn't see the wire. |
bent down and felt it with my hand and then slowly backed up. We blew it in
place as we do all the booby traps we find."

I've found several booby traps, but | reme mber one that was especially
clever," said Spec. 4 Paul Ayala of Co. D, 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. "It was a
cigarette lighter just lying in the middle of a trail as though it had fallen
out of the pocket of a U.S. soldier. But when | looked closer, | saw ithad a
chain tied to it that was connected to a buried Chicom grenade. If the lighter
had been picked up, the grenade would have exploded.

The key to walking point is mental alertness and total concentration on the
job. "If one point man has those two qualities," one company commander said
succinctly, "he will keep the troops moving."
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zero in on 8 NVA

LZ BAYONET - Eight NVA soldiers were killed as a company of the Americal
Division's 198th Inf. Bde. teamed up with the big guns of 1st Bn., 14th Arty.
in a recent action northwest of Chu Lai.

Co. D, 5th Bn., 46th Inf ., working in the Ky Tra area, engaged an enemy
element at dawn and quickly organized a patrol to sweep through the area. The
point man discovered a blood trail and led the rest of the patrol into some
dense vegetation.

Said Cpl. David Brown, the patrol leader. "The point man lost the trail,
so we stopped, set up a fiveeman perimeter and sent the rest of the patrol
back to request a tracker team."

Brown directed his machine gunner to position himself to cover the area to
their front after hearing voices there.

Said Spec. 4 Lavern Holler, the machine gunner with the element, "We heard
the helicopter come in and Brown went to meet the tracker team to tell them
to advance quietly. Just a few minutes after he left, | saw an NVA coming
toward me with a weapon."

Holler opened up on the NVA with his machine gun, killing him, and
continued to saturate the area to his front for several minutes. Shortly,
the tracker team and the remainder of the element arrived and moved to sweep
the area of contact.

"We moved up the trail and found three more NVA had been killed, one lying
near a crude litter," said Brown.

Later that evening in the same area, the company called on the 105mm
howitzers of Btry. D, 1st Bn., 14th Arty.

The next morning the company moved into the location where the artillery
had been fired and found four more NVA killed.
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LZ BAYONET - In an all-night action, infantrymen from the Americal's 198th
Inf. Bde., teaming up with gunships and artillery, turned back an enemy attack
on their night defensive position, killed six enemy a nd destroyed a bunker
complex northwest of Chu Lai.

Moving through heavily vegetated area, Co. D, 5th Bn., 46th Inf ., came upon
a group of well -constructed bunkers on a small hill overlooking to rice paddies
below. Members of the company carefully began checking the area for booby
traps and signs of enemy activity. Inside the structures, the Professionals
found rice, other food items and clothing, and plenty of room for shelter from
allied artillery attacks.

"The bunkers were capable of housing alout 20 enemy soldiers during an
artillery attack," said Capt. Gary Watson, company commander of Delta. "They
could also take a direct hit from a 105mm round without causing much damage."

The Professionals planted explosives in each of the bunkers andafter
detonating the devices, it was found that another charge was needed to destroy
the bunkers.

After finally destroying the bunker complex, the company moved to lower
ground to set up its night defensive position. The infantrymen set up their
mortars and adjusted their positions.

Then, about dark movement was detected in the woodline. The mortar platoon
was instructed to place several rounds in the area.

A short time later, Pfc. Larry Stevenson and Pfc. Michael Kruse noticed
two enemy soldi ers crawling toward their positions. As one enemy tried to
remove and emplaced claymore mine, Stevenson detonated the triggering
device, killing the enemy. At the same time, the other enemy got up and
attempted to escape but Kruse brought him down.

A few minutes later more movement was detected and mortars were again called
on to provide explosive rounds and illumination. When the illumination rounds
went up, the presence of two more enemy soldiers was revealed a short distance
from the perimeter. The enemy, realizing their positions had been compromised,
attempted to evade but were killed by a barrage of small arms fire from Delta's position.

"They both ran into a clearing and they made easy targets," recalled Pfc.
Richard McCall, a rifleman w ith the Professionals. "Our entire perimeter
opened up on them.”

During the remainder of the night, the enemy tried several more times to
penetrate the perimeter of Co. D. Watson requested gunship support from
F Troop, 9th Cav., and illumination fro m Btry. C, 1st Bn., 14th Arty. The
illumination lit up the area while the gunships pounded the enemy position with
rockets and miniguns.

"Each time the gunships left station to reload and refuel, the enemy would
come in closer to the perimeter and pick up the dead bodies," recalled Lt.
William Kotas a platoon leader with Delta.

The gunships stayed on station with the Professionals the remainder of the
night, placing suppressive fire around the perimeter and soon began to take
machine gun fire from the site of the destroyed bunker complex. The gunships
returned fire on the enemy killing two and bringing the total to six enemy
killed.
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CHU LAI - In Vietham where three continuous decades of war have been
directed against civilians as well as troops, the number of parentless children
is unusually large.

One woman, born and educated in North Vietnam and tested by 15 years of
orphanage work, is becoming known for reme mbering this victims. She says that
soldiers from the 23rd Infantry Division's 198th Inf. Bde. have helped with
her success at the Binh Son Orphanage.

"American soldiers help us in many ways," said Sister Giselle of the Order
of St. Paul de Chartres, he administrator of the Binh Son Orphanage in Quang
Ngai Province. "They bring my children clothing and make an honest effort to
help us any other way they can.”

To sister Giselle, they are all "her" children.

Her ability to get things done by hers elf is well known, and her children -
who number between 100 and 150 are the ones who benefit from her exuberance.
She has managed to have bands play for the children and she organizes picnics
along the coast, to which she invites relatives of her young charges.

"Children enjoy activities of this type and they need these experiences in
their childhood," Sister Giselle said. "We try to make the best possible home
for them here.”

Educated at the University of Hanoi, Sister Giselle came south to Hue in
1955 as the French were leaving North Vietham. Since then, she has worked in
orphanages in Hue, Pleiku and Binh Son. As a teacher of French and English,
she also studies German, attempting to remain proficient in all three
languages.

"Many of our soldiers who go back to the States remember the orphanage and
Sister Giselle," said Chaplain (Maj.) Norbert Bykowski, 198th Brigade chaplain.
"They send toys and clothing to the orphanage and generally keep in touch with
Sister Giselle.”

The battalion chaplains in the 198th have also adopted the orphanage, so to
speak. Sunday collections have been taken and the soldiers of the brigade have
been more than receptive to the idea.

The chaplains also collect surplus Grations and clothes for the children at
Binh Son, and they visit the orphanage regularly to see the children and talk
with Sister Giselle.

The 5th Bn., 46th Inf ., used to work in the area surrounding Binh Son, and
the Professionals did a lot of work at the orphanage. Now that the 1st Bn.,
6th Inf., works there, it has taken over the task with enthusiasm. Medcaps
are held frequently, and clothing and food are collected often and brought to
the children.

One of the most avid supporters of the orphanage is Sgt. Douglas Nichols,
civil affairs NCO of the 6th Inf. Nichols visits the orphanage at least once
a week with the Medcap team and teaches English classes at the Binh Son School,
adjacent to the orphanage.

"I really enjoy visiting the children and talking to Sister Giselle," said
Nichols. "'She gets me to help her with her English, but | don't really think
she needs improving. She's a real perfectionist, but that's good for the
kids."

Sister Giselle is great for remembering names, and she claims she knows
someone from eachof the 50 states. If you ever visit the orphanage, don't
be surprised if Sister Giselle remembers your name. But be prepared to
perform some small service for the children - it sort of grows on you.
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LZ BAYONET - Taking advantage of enemy mistakes, a unit of the 23rd
Infantry's 198th Inf. Bde. killed three NVA soldiers and captured three
AK47 rifles and three Chicom hand grenades in action northwest of Chu Lai.

Co. D, 5th Bn., 46th inf ., had just set up a day laager position among some
hedgerows and trees a few hundred yards from a heavily vegetated hill, when
the Professionals heard movement between their position and the hill.

"We remained quiet and soon spotted three enemy soldiers heading for the
hill," said Pfc. Frank Payne, an assistant machine gunner. "Then our
machine gun opened up on them."

After exchanging fire with the enemy element, Delta sent out a small
patrol to check the area. They found two helmets, a pair of sandals and
a blood trail leading up the hill. The patrol followed the trail but had
difficulty in the thick underbrush and decided to call in a tracker team.

Capt. Gary D. Watson, the company commander, positioned five men on the
trail in case the enemydecided to return, and then went to the company's
laager site to request the tracker dogs and their handlers.

The stay-behind team took up a position facing the trail just before a
sharp bend. In a few minutes they heard talking from around the bend.

Meanwhile, the tracker team was brought in by helicopter and Watson led them
toward the five -man position. Just as the tracker team neared the position,
an NVA walked around the bend in the trail.

"He then made his mistake of coming right toward u s," said Spec. 4 Leverne
Holler, the machine gunner. "He acted as though he thought we were nowhere
around. As he moved closer | brought him down with a machine gun burst.”

The Professionals moved to the body and found an AK47 in the area. Using
the tracker team, they continued the search and came upon another NVA body
with two AK47s and three Chicom grenades nearby. A short time later the
tracker team located the third NVA killed in the action.
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CHU LAI - An M16 and a bandolier of ammunition proved as good defensively
as they are offensively when each recently stopped .30caliber machine gun
rounds aimed at two infantrymen from the 23rd Infantry Division's 198th Inf.
Bde.

A platoo n from Co. D, 5th Bn., 46th Inf ., had just finished taking a short
break in a heavily vegetated area northwest of Chu Lai and was preparing to
move out again when the unit came under intense machine gun fire.

"I had just put my pack back on when all of a sudden the machine gun opened
up on us," recalled Pfc. Barry F. Schermerhorn, a rifleman with the
Professionals. "I had my back toward the enemy and had just bent over to pick
up my rifle when a round from the enemy machine gun hit a bandolier of
ammunition wrapped around my waist."

"| felt for the wound but couldn't feel anything because my back was numb,
so | took off my pack and bandolier," he remembered. "There were only a few
scratches on my back so | really didn't realize what had happened until |
looked at the bandolier.”

The bandolier showed that the impacting enemy round had been deflected by
an M16 magazine. The round then went through the magazine, entered a second
one and set of an M16 round which merely scratched Schermerhorn's bak.

"When the firing stopped, | took the magazine apart and found the enemy
round in the bottom, of it," he said. "It will make a good souvenir."

Another lucky infantryman who was sitting on the far side of the perimeter
when the firing began was Pfc. Booker T. Lloyd, a grenadier who was carrying
the new M16/M79 weapon (M203).

"l was sitting down and had just finished putting on my pack and, luckily,
| had my rifle across my lap," he said. "When the firing began | rolled over
behind some cover. An enemy round must have hit my rifle because when | got
into the firing position | found that the enemy round had hit my bolt and
knocked off the stock and charging handle of the weapon.”

Army Reporter
01Mar71- Photo Caption Page 12
HE'S TOO LATE for Groundhog Day, but Sgt. William Baldwin of Co. B, 5th
Bn., 46th Inf., 23rd Infantry Division, does his own tunneling west of Tam
Ky.



Army Reporter
08Mar71 Toe popper flops Page 12

KY TRA - All infantrymen know about the Viet Cong "toe po pper booby traps
and what they can do when detonated, but a soldier from the 23rd Infantry
Division's 198th Inf. Bde. stepped on one and ended up with just a war story
instead of a wound.

Pfc. Thomas E. Smith, with Co. C,5th Bn., 46th Inf ., was helping his
platoon check out a suspected enemy location northwest of Chu Lai when he
stepped on the small toe popper. The ensuing blast knocked him down, but
failed to even put a dent in his steel-plated boot.

"At first | didn't know what had happened,” s aid Smith. "l was on my
back before | could do anything. It's for sure | never saw what almost hit
me."

The toe popper consisted of an AK-47 rifle round which had been placed in
a plastic container with a nail in the bottom of it. The entire containe r
had been placed in the ground. When a foot steps on the round, the nail
strikes the primer, thus creating a rifle -shot effect from pointblank range.

Smith lay on the ground trying to figure out what had happened to him. The
blast had left his foot and lower leg humb temporarily, but, Smith shortly
learned, there was no real damage.

"l was afraid to look down,” Smith said. "I couldn't feel any pain, but
that was part of the problem -- | couldn't feel anything."

Staff Sgt. Reynaldo Gonzalessaw the whole thing and rushed to the rescue
of the private. Gonzales took Smith's boot off and searched for the
nonexistent wound.

"Sergeant Gonzales told me | was faking the whole thing and when | was
ready | could get back to work," Smith remember ed. "Those were the best words
I'd ever heard in my life."
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KY TRA - A medic from the 23rd Infantry Division's 198th Inf. Bde. was
"just doing my job," but may have saved the lives of two fellow soldi ers
during a contact northwest of Chu Lai.

A platoon from Co. C, 5th Bn., 46th Inf ., was moving up a hill when the
first two men in the patrol began to cross an open area. When the two
infantrymen reached the middle of the open space, an enemy soldier concealed
in nearby undergrowth opened fire with a burst from his AK  -47 rifle. The first
two men in the patrol were wounded.

"The rest of our platoon got down and returned fire," said Lt. John J.
Robinson, the platoon leader. "Then someone calledfor a medic."

The platoon medic, Pfc. Michael Brooks, weighted down with his full field
pack, made a 150yard dash from his position in the middle of the patrol to
the two wounded men who were pinned down, still in the middle of the field.
Meanwhile, the firing continued.

"When | reached the men, they had shed their gear and were returning fire,"
Brooks said. "Then our machine gunner began to lay down a base of fire and we
were able to remove the wounded men to a more secure position. After the men
were bandaged, | sat down and thought about what had just happened. But |
guess that's my job."

"I don't think Brooks even had time to take off his field equipment before
he went after the two men," said Robinson. "Everything just happened too
fast. But I've never seen anyone run that fast- even without all his
equipment on.

After the action, a dustoff helicopter was called in and the two wounded men
were taken to a hospital for treatment.

If that wasn't enough for the young medic to thi nk about, three days later,
Brooks had something else to sit down and contemplate. He was notified that
he had just become the father of a baby girl.
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KY TRA - Two infantrymen from the 198 th Infantry Brigade recently learned
that the difference between detonating a booby trap and finding one is very
small - like about three inches.

An element of Co. C, 5th Bn. 46th Inf ., had just moved into its night
defensive position in Dragon Valley, northwest of Chu Lai, when Specs. 4
George Fuentes and Earl Chaplin, both riflemen, were assigned a spot to set
up their position.

"There weren't any trees around our area, just a few bushes about three
or four feet high, so we decided to use the branches off the bushes to help
camouflage our positions," said Chaplin. "We found a bush that would suit our
purposes, so Fuentes got out his machete and we went over to begin work."

Fuentes found the branch he liked, stood back, and took a good swing at it.
The first swipe wasn't powerful enough so he raised his arm and prepared to
swing again. He got as far as his arm in the air.

"l was standing next to him and saw where his first swing was," said
Chaplin. "I looked closer to see how much more cutting he had to do and saw
a mortar round suspended in the bush. | grabbed his arm before he could
swing again and it's a good thing | did because his next swing would have set
off the round.”

Chaplin immediately yelled "booby trap" and everyone cleared the area.
Then the two infantrymen returned to inspect the round and saw that the first
swipe of the machete had come within three inches of the round. The men then
set up an explosive charge and destroyed the mortar round.
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KY TRA - Hunting tent poles can be hazardous to your health, as one
infantryman from the 23rd Infantry Division's 198th Inf. Bde. found out. He
found several poles that were suitable for his tent, but each one had a
real hangup -- booby traps.

A platoon from Bravo Company, 5th Bn., 46th Inf ., had moved into a night
defensive position northwest of Chu Lai when Staff Sgt. Michael P. Gracey,
platoon sergeant, moved off down a trail to loo k for some kind of support for
his makeshift tent. Gracey found the ideal pole. It was five feet long and
fairly straight, but he didn't realize that his search was just beginning.

"When | picked up the stick, | felt pressure on the other end, so | laid
it back down, and took a closer look," said Gracey. "There was a wire tired
to the end of the stick, and it didn't take long to realize that the wire
was also connected to a mortar round."

In this case the booby trap would have gone off if the pole had been moved
in any direction but up. Gracey slowly placed the pole back on the trail and
informed Spec. 4 Ronald Lee, acting squad leader, that there was a booby trap
down the trail.

The platoon carefully checked the area and decided to blow the round in
place. After the round was destroyed, the Professionals returned to their
night laager position, but Gracey was still faced with the same problem of
finding a pole for his tent.

"I decided to go back down the trail again to find a pole," rem embered
Gracey. "After all, | was still getting wet from the rain that was pouring
down.”

About 10 feet past the first booby trap, Gracey found another perfect
pole, but it looked too much like the first one he had found. He carefully
checked thepole before he touched it. It turned out to be booby-trapped
in the same way as the first.

This time the Professionals roped off the area and waited for morning to
destroy the trap. Gracey gave up looking for a tent pole. The next morning,
the booby trap was destroyed and the platoon headed for its new day laager.

Gracey's talent for finding booby traps seemed to be contagious. The
platoon found three more that morning, and all of them were constructed in
the same manner.
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Very stinging experience!

CHU LAl --Not only does the infantrymen have to cope with enemy, booby traps and weather, but as one element from
the 23rd Infantry Division's 198th Bde. will tell you, bumblebees are definitely nothing to mess around with.

On a recent mission northwest of Chu Lai, the Professionals of Co. B,5th Bn., 46th Inf ., were clearing an LZ for
resupply when the unfortunate swing of a machete ripped through a beehive. Immediately the bees sought revenge and
headed for the Gls who were assaulting their area of operations.

"The bees came in swarms," commented Spec. 4 Edward Ross, a rifleman. "They were sticking all over our shirts. It was
funny, but it sure hurt like hell."

The men went for cover, hiding in bushes and foxholes, but when this maneuver proved useless, the only logical
solution was to retreat.

"We all ran back to the night defensive position and covered ourselves with poncho liners," said Pfc. Mike McClain, a
rifleman. "We tried using bu g juice, swatting at them and hiding but nothing seemed to work"

Finally realizing they had won this battle, the bees moved back to their home to start rebuilding.

One of the few fortunate survivors, Pfc. Richard Peck, a rifleman, said, "I got compl etely away from the rest of the men.
| played chicken but at least | didn't get stung."

From what these men experienced, it is certain they will BEE careful the next time.

14 June 71- Army Reporter page 5
Standdown means tune up

CHU LAI -- Spec. 4Bobby Hardin, an infantryman from the 23rd Infantry Division, 198th Inf. Bde., is a rifleman but
when he comes in on standdown he trades in his M16 for a guitar and becomes quite an entertainer.

Hardin, a member of Bravo Co., 5th Bn., 46th Inf ., says,"At Christmas when | was 14 years old | wanted a bicycle but
got a guitar." For the past six years he has been playing country and western music and when his military duty is ended,
he plans to take up where he left off.

Before he entered the Army, Hardin played with a group led by John Frost, now a member of the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 198th
Bde. They travelled around Tennessee performing at nightclubs and bars.

"It was quite a thrill and we really enjoyed doing our thing," said Hardin.

"We have a tentative contract with a major record company and plan to do some recording as soon as we are out of the
service," said Hardin.

Hardin comes from a music -minded family. His father is a writer -composer and plays the guitar. His brother, a disc
jockey for a radio station at Waverly, Tenn., also plays the guitar.

"We have on hell of a jam session when the family gets together,” said Hardin.
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CHU LAI - Aninfantryman from the 23rd Inf antry Division's 198th Brigade,
on his first mission in the field received some on-the-job training in Viet
Cong boobytrap detection. He got a close look at his first real boobytrap
shortly after he tripped it and it failed to go off, on a recent mission
northwest of Chu Lai.

An element of Alpha Company, 5th Bn. 46th Inf . was moving to a new laager
position on top of a steep hill and Pfc. Timothy Steinmeier, a rifleman, was
walking sixth in line. As the Professionals neared the top of the hill, his
foot struck the firing device of an enemy boobytrap.

"I heard a pop and saw some white powder fly into the air," said Steinmeier.
"l wasn't scared or anything because | didn't know what had happened. That
was my first mission in the field."

Two of the more experienced members of the platoon told Steinmeier not to
move any farther, then moved cautiously forward to see what had happened.
After the infantry got to where Steinmeier was sitting, they knelt down and
carefully dug up the boobytrap.

"I had found a safe spot and took off my rucksack and sat on it," said
Steinmeier. "l really began to worry when | saw what they found. | didn't
know what it was until then.”

The boobytrap consisted of a large artillery round buried in the ground
with a pressure-type firing device on top.

Army Reporter
12Jul72 Photo Caption Page 1
AN M60 GUNNER of Charlie Company, 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 23rd Infantry Division
totes his "pig" through a shallow stream during a recent operation in the Ky
Tra Valley.
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CHU LAI - It's definitely using the element of surprise when the enemy is
engaged with accurate fire at a distance of 300 yards. An element from the
23rd Infantry Division's 198th Bde. did just that recently killing four NVA
soldiers.

A recon element from the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., had set up an observation
point overlooking a river in a mountainous area northwest of Chu Lai. The
infantrymen obser ved a group of NVA soldiers wearing camouflaged uniforms and
carrying AK47 rifles as the enemy emerged from a tree line and moved into
the open area along the river.

"We heard some voices off in the trees," said Sgt. Lamar Mecham, the team
leader. "Then we saw a small group of the enemy come into the open by the
river about 300 yards away. They all had weapons. We engaged the enemy with
small arms fire and saw four of them drop."

The remaining enemy evaded into heavy vegetation near the river and the
Professionals called in artillery. In a matter of minutes the artillery
arrived and pounded the tree line in which the enemy were hiding.

"Right after we fired, the remaining NVA began running around in circles,"
said Spec. 4 Tim Webber, a rifeman. "l don't think they could tell which
direction the fire came from. The enemy isn't used to being shot at accurately
from such a great distance."

The infantrymen were unable to maneuver down the hill due to the extremely
thick vegetation; howev er, it was assumed that a large group of the enemy were
in the area when the artillery rounds landed.
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115 September 1969 Cordons pressure VC infrastructure

CHU LAI - Cordoning and searching almost a village a day, infantrymen of the Ameri cal
Division and elements of the 6th ARVN Regiment are putting pressure on the Viet Cong
Infrastructure members operating 15 miles southeast of Chu Lai.

Since late July three companies of the 198th Bde.'Sth Bn., 46th Inf. have worked
closely with two ba ttalions of the ARVN Regiment in an intensive pacification effort aimed at
breaking up the communist political activity in the area.

"Getting to the infrastructure is the name of the game," said Maj. Donald R.
Kannady, staff officer of the 198th Bde.

In the first three weeks of the joint U.S.-South Vietnamese pacification drive, 721
persons have been detained for questioning. Of those, 31 Infrastructure members, 71 Civil
Defendants (individuals of questionable loyalty), and 32 VC or NVA soldiers have been found.
Another 59 Communists have been killed.

Almost daily a company of the 5th Bn. 46th Inf . rings one of the many hamlets and
villages in the rice paddy flatlands. Along with a Viethamese interrogation team, they comb the
huts in search of the enemy.Just to the south the ARVN soldiers do much the same thing.

"We're disrupting their activities in this area, all right, and we're hitting their food
supply, too,: said Lt. Col. Julian Wagner, the battalion's commander.

The project is part of a long-range 1969 Viethamese pacification campaign. Although
the prime target is the VC who have worked themse
political structures, tacticians also aim to disrupt the movement of logistical support of several
local force units in the vicinity.

With the drive only four days old an estimated company of one of these units was
thought to have been located. Infantrymen of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. engaged the element and
call in heavy air strikes and artillery. Several enemy were killed, and, intelligence officers say,
others were probably buried in the area.

Although U.S. forces have conducted cordon and search operations in the area
before, those since late July have been more intensified.
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6 October 1969 Soldiers unear th 280 ton salt cache

LZ GATOR - Americal Division soldiers of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf . have cut deeply into VC salt supplies,
capturing more than 280 tons of salt in what is believed to be one of the largest caches discovered in
Vietham.

The salt, a vital part of the enemy's diet, is used extensively as a preservative and at times is used for
bartering.

The stores were found in a series of caches on the Batangan Peninsula 10 miles east of Quang Ngai City.

"We're distributing the vital salt to refuge es in our area and through CAP teams (joint U.S. Marine-
ARVN Combined Action Platoon) and district and province headquarters,” said Capt. Anthony Phelps,
civil affairs officer for the battalion.

The cachefinding Co. B was conducting normal search operations along the southern part of the
peninsula looking for VC by day and answering sniper fire by night. On the third day, Lt. Gary Byler, 1st
platoon leader, reported that his early afternoon patrol had found a four -foot-high structure which, after
careful examination, was discovered to contain a large quantity of salt.

"l thought this was just an isolated case of finding a salt cache,” said Capt. Schopp, "but after running
some more patrols in the area, we found so much salt that | moved the rest of the company into the area.

By the end of the day the men had filled 200 bags with 16,000 pounds of salt, which was
flown by choppers to LZ Gator, base camp of the 198th Inf. Bde.'s 5th Bn., 46th Inf.

When the size of the find became apparent, two companies were rotated into the area to help with the
removal of the salt. At the same time, other large amounts were discovered hidden under haystacks
within a mile of the original find.

It was soon discovered how such a large quantity of salt came to be onthe peninsula - the VC had been
processing it from the nearby South China Sea.

They terraced off the area, surrounded on three sides by salt flats, and let the high tide fill it with sea
water which was then trapped by a hastily built dike. Ad the water evaporated under the hot tropical
sun, salt residue remained to be raked together, scooped up and hidden by the VC for future use.

Meanwhile, the battalion continues to find and sack more salt by day, and patrol at night to fend off
constantly harassing enemy snipers.

Moving several tons of salt daily requires a lot of transportation. "It became such a problem getting all
that salt to LZ Gator every day that we decided to take it over to the beach and coordinate with the U.S.
Navy to have it moved by ship to its various destinations," said Lt. Col. Julian Wagner, battalion
commander.

Musing over the huge amount of salt his men had found, Wagner came up with a few interesting
figures of his own. There is enough salt to make salt tablets in a quantity to furnish every American here
with two tablets a day for an entire year. Laid end -to-end, the tablets would stretch 2,658 miles.
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29 September 1969 Sappers play at losing game

LZ GATOR - Four Communist sappers played a dangerous game of hide and seek with
Americal Division infantrymen of Co. D . 5th Bn., 46th Inf ., recently, and came out losers.

Shortly before midnight, bunker guard Spec. 4 Jason M. Woody, Jr. spied a figure
standing like a statue behind a rock about 35 feet from his bunker.

"It was incredible. Apparently he didn't realize | had spotted him. Although | was
sitting on top of the bunker and looking in his direction, the sapper didn't make any move to
duck down. | guess he figured the darkness would hide them," Woody said.

At the first sign of movement from Woody the sapper disappeared behind a rock.

After alerting others in the bunker, Woody spotted another three sappers and began
to direct mortar and small -arms fire on their position.

For the next two hours shadows continued to dart from rock to rock, drawing
continued small -arms fire from the 198th Inf. Bde. soldiers.

At 3 a.m., an unexplained explosion occurred in the small gully on the hillside near
the original bunker. "I called to two other guards to see if they ha d thrown any hand grenades
in the area," Woody recalled. They had not.

The next morning a preliminary search of the area revealed the cause of the
explosion.

One of the sappers, heavily laden with explosives, had been struck by a bullet fired
by the basecamp defenders, causing his deadly baggage to explode, killing the enemy soldier.

A more thorough search of the area revealed blood trails marking the exit route of
the other members of the sapper team.
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LZ BAYONET - Somewhere in the Ky Tra Valley in the Americal Division's
198th Inf. Bde., there lies a quaint little dining spot which serves a
succulent cuisine foreign to Vietnam, or at least that's the way it seemed
when some infantrymen g athered for a seminformal dinner party recently.

The mortar platoon of Co. B, 5th Bn., 46th inf ., known as the Turtles,
recently staged the dinner party and the only things missing were the
tuxedos.

The Turtles opened their evening repast with a choice of soups that would
make your mouth water --green pea, vegetable beef or a delicious chicken
noodle soup. Next came the fish course, which also offered a selection.
Available were bristling sardines, kepper snacks, herring bits or steams
clams. If you taste did not go for the fish, there was a chicken spread
available to satisfy your Epicurean desires.

The main course consisted of a choice between a weHprepared turkey or
succulent roast pork. Of course, there was a delectable mushroom gravy to
add spice. The gourmet meal was downed with 28 quarts of koolaid and topped
off with a light chocolate pudding served with Swiss cocoa.

The gastronomical festival started when Pfc. Bob E. Sahadi received three
packages containing all this food from ho me. And all on the same day.

"I guess my mother thought we were all starving after some of the letters
I've written to her about C -rations," Sahadi said. "I just couldn't eat all
of that without help, and | sure hated to carry around all that food."

When Co. B set up in a night defensive perimeter, the meal was prepared by
the men of the mortar platoon, and served on ammo crates which were used for
tables.

Another Turtle, Spec. 4 Monte L. Strouf, said, "It was sure a break from
the normal everyday routine we experience around here."

One member of the mortar platoon was not quite satisfied, however. Spec.
4 Don J. Neurwirth asked, "I wonder why Sahadi's mother didn't include turtle
soup?"
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CHU LAI - How would you like three carefree days on the Chu Lai beach with
your own hootch, refrigerator, and all the food and drinks you can handle?

That is exactly what infantrymen of the Americal Division's 5th Bn., 46th Inf .,
198th Inf. Bde. receive when they are selected Soldier of the Month.

Co. B has set the pace thus far by winning the coveted prize all three times
it has been offered, and so far has dominated the special hootch on the beach
which is just for the winner of the monthly ¢ ontest.

Command Sgt. Maj. Lorenzo DeLeon originated the idea for the contest as an
effort to help troop morale and to give a break deserving individual a break
from the rigors of patrolling the rice paddies. The winner resides in his
own beach front hootch for three days and can have anything he wants to eat,
providing it can be procured from the mess hall.

Each company sends a candidate before a special Soldier of the Month board
which is composed of the sergeant major and any available first sergeants from
the battalion. The session is conducted much like a promotion board.

Questions asked include chain of command, current events, basic tactical
problems and the history of the battalion. Competition is limited to field
troops.

The first three winners were Sgt. Terry W. Clements, Spec. 4 Donald J.
Neuworth and Spec. 4 Douglas A. Torrey.

"I really like the whole idea," said Neuworth. "They even let you pick the
three days of the month that you want."

Even though Co. B has swept the e/ent in the first three outings, you can
bet that other infantrymen in the 46th are preparing to offer a little
competition.
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Mine clears NVA trail

KY TRA - Infantrymen from the 23rd Infantry Divisio n's 198th Inf. Bde.
employed an antipersonnel mine and followed up with small arms fire to
kill six North Vietnamese soldiers in an action northwest of Chu Lai.

Echo Recon,5th Bn., 46th Inf. , engaged an element of NVA soldiers after
discovering a well-used trail in a thickly vegetated area near the Ky Tra
Valley.

The Professionals set up a night defensive perimeter on a small hill
overlooking the trail, and a squad set out an antipersonnel mine covering
the expected enemy route.

"The trail had been used recently, and we knew that the enemy was unaware
that we were in the area, so it was an excellent place to wait for the
enemy," said Sgt. Norman E. Love, assistant squad leader.

The chance the Professionals had been waiting for presented iself quickly -
almost too quickly. Staff Sgt. Joe Casino, the squad leader, set up the
antipersonnel mine, and within 30 minutes the NVA came walking down the trail.

As the NVA approached, the antipersonnel mine was set off and five NVA
soldiers were killed instantly from the blast. The remainder of the NVA column
began to evade after the unscheduled interruption.

"We heard the blast from a hill over looking the trail, and we were ready to
engage any enemy we saw running back down the trail," said Sgt. Charles R.
Crossland. "we couldn't see the point of contact, but we were ready to fire on
the backside of the trail."

A group of NVA suddenly appeared in a nearby clearing, and the Professionals
on the hill engaged the enemy with small arms fire . When the firing ceased,
the infantrymen swept the area and found they had killed another NVA. Further
search produced several blood trails but darkness put an end to the search.

Captured in the action were one AK57 [AK477], two fully loaded AK -47
magazines, one hand grenade and two packs. All the items were extracted to
Chu Lai.

"If we had been an hour later, we would have missed them," said Love, "but
the NVA may now be a little more hesitant about using the same trails.”
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CHU LAI - Salvaging as much food and personal belongings as possible, a
unit of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. Bn. evacuated nearly 300 civilians from their
flooding hamlet during the heavy rainstorms in Military Region 1.

Co. B had taken refuge from the storm on a hill in Ly Tin District, where
the men had made makeshift shelters to protect themselves from the rain and
wind. From their vantage point, the infantrymen saw the rice paddies on the
low ground below slowly overflow and finally the dikes and brush surrounding
the paddies disappear underwater.

Realizing the civilians in Thanh My Trung hamlet, not far from Bravo's
position, should be evacuated before the rising waters overtook them, Capt.
Roger W. Templar, company commander quickly organized an element to descend
the hill to assist the residents.

When the elements reached the already flooding hamlet, the Professionals
began helping the villagers secure clothing, food and other personal items.
Some of theinfantrymen carried small children on their backs through the
three-foot-deep water which was rising by the hour.

"We tied most of the rice to the rafters of two schoolhouses in the
hamlet,” said Templar. "The schoolhouses were better constructed than any
other buildings and were the only structures with rafters."

Meanwhile, the villagers were taken to a nearby hill where they made
shelters from ponchos and pieces of wood they could find. Enough food was
taken for three days.

That night, Bravo Company set up positions around the civilians in case
any enemy soldiers in the area decided to take refuge with the villagers.

The following morning the rain stopped and by midafternoon the water in
the hamlet - which had risen to five feet in some areas- began to recede.

By early evening the people began moving back to their homes.

"By talking with some of the older people, | learned that this was one
of the worst floods they had had in years," said Templar. "Luckily only
a few of their homes were badly damaged, but nearly all had their straw
siding at least partially washed away. But with the water as deep as it
was, we were fortunate to move the people out in time. It could have been
a real disaster."
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23rd has action-packed week . Soldiers from the 23rd Infantry Division (Airmobile [since when?])
killed 13 enemy soldiers Jan. 9 in southern Military Region 1. A reconnaissance element of the 1st Bn.,
46th Inf., killed f ive enemy soldiers southwest of Tam Ky. Soldiers of Co. A, 1st Bn., 6th Inf., killed
five and detained two enemy soldiers in action southeast of Chu Lai. Elements of the 1st Bn., 52nd
Inf., killed three enemy soldiers northwest of Quang Ngai City. In the south of Quang Tin Province
the evening of Jan. 9, an element of the 198th Inf., Bde., 23rd Infantry Division, operating 14 miles
southwest of Tam Ky with a Republic of Vietham Regional Force element, engaged an unknown - size
enemy force with organic w eapons. Enemy losses were 14 killed and seven individual weapons
captured. There were no friendly casualties.

23rd Inf Div

In Quang Ngai Province Military Region 1 Jan. 6, an element of the 11th Inf. Bde., while on patrol 17
miles south-southeast of Quang Ngai City, engaged an undetermined -size enemy force. The action was
supported by helicopter gunships and artillery. Enemy losses were seven killed and one individual
weapon captured. U.S. forces sustained no casualties. Also in Quang Ngai Provirce shortly after noon,
elements of the 198th Inf. Bde. engaged an estimated 10 enemy while on patrol nine miles north of Quang
Ngai City. Enemy losses were one killed and one individual weapon captured. U.S. casualties were four
wounded. One former enemy soldier acting as a scout was killed.

Troopers of the 23rd killed five enemy soldiers and captured 1,000 pounds of rice in the southern part
of Military Region 1 Jan. 6. A reconnaissance platoon of the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., while on a combat sweep
northwest of Tam Ky, discovered an additional 200 pounds of corn in a burned -out enemy structure. In
other 23rd action, Co. A, 5th Bn., 46th Inf ., discovered an enemy weapons cache while on patrol
northwest of Chu Lai. The enemy hoard consisted of two machine guns, three automatic weapons, 25
mortar rounds three rocket -propelled grenades, three cases of AK47 ammunition and 600 machine gun
rounds. The captured equipment was evacuated to Chu Lai. A short time before, northwest of Tam Ky, a
unit discovered an additional 500 pounds of rice, which was evacuated to Duc Duc. Soldiers from the
23rd killed seven enemy soldiers in the division's area of operation in Military Region 1 Jan. 7. Three of
the enemy were killed by air crews of the division's 116th Assault Helicopter Co. as the choppers were
flying to Hawk Hill. Co. C, 1st Bn., 52nd Inf., killed two enemy in an action south of Chu Lai. The other
two enemy soldiers were killed in separate actions involving Co. D, 3rd Bn., 1st Inf., southwest of Quang
Ngai City and Co. C, 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., west of Duc Pho.

In Military Region 1 shortly after noon Jan. elements of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf., detonated two booby traps.
Two U.S. soldiers were killed and 12 wounded in the incidents southwest of Duc Pho in Quang Ngai
Province. In other 23rd action near Duc Pho, elements of the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., killed five enemy soldiers.
Co. B engaged two enemy, killing both, while operating west of town. Three enemy were found hiding
in a tunnel, also west of Duc Pho, and were killed by men from the battalion's Co. C.

In Military Region 1 Jan. 10, elements of the 23rd killed 10 enemy soldiers and captured more than 1,000
pounds of rice. The division's 11th Inf. Bde. killed seven enemy soldiers. A reconnaissance element 6
the 1st Bn., 20th Inf., killed five and men from the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., killed two. Over 1,000 pounds of
spoiled rice was discovered by Co. C, 1st Bn., 52nd Inf., of the division's 198th Inf., Bde. in a tunnel and
bunker complex south of Chu Lai. The rice and the complex were destroyed. Other brigade elements
killed three enemy soldiers in scattered actions.

Military Region 1

In Military Region 1 Jan. 6, an OH58A helicopter assigned to elements of the 17th Air Cavalry received
small arms fire nine miles northwest of Dong Ha. The aircraft crashed and burned, wounding three crew
members. In other action the same day, one U.S. soldier was killed and six others were wounded in
Military Region 1.
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KY TRA - Infantrymen from the 23rd Infantry Division's 198th Inf. Bde.
discovered a different type of enemy recently in the Ky Tra Valley northwest
of Chu Lai. The enemy evaded, but left behind footprints eight inches in
diameter.

A platoon from Co. A, 5th Bn., 46th Inf ., had set up a night defensive
perimeter about 200 yards from a river. Late that night, the Professionals
heard a loud roar coming from the direction of the river. A tiger was in
the area.

"When | heard the roar, | knew it had to be a tiger. That sound just
can't be mistaken," said Sfc. Ellis B. Harrell, platoon sergeant. "But |
wasn't too worried about it. The beast was a good 200 yards from our
position."

Hunting must have been bad for the tiger because he kept up his noise-making
much to the discomfort of the infantrymen, who were expecting a different
type of enemy. After awhile, the noise ceased, and the Professionals went
back to their normal nightly routine of guard and catching a few hours of
sleep.

"I had pretty well forgotten about the growling we had heard, but the
next time | heard it, | got the scare of my life,” said Harrell. "The
tiger could not have been more than 30 yards from us."

The whole thing proved to be too much for the infantryme n, and a bevy of
hand grenades sailed into the area of the unseen but not so quiet enemy. The
hand grenades turned the thoughts of the tiger from food to escape.

A sweep of the area produced a trail of prints leading back to the river.
The prints were eight inches in diameter and proved to all of the doubters
that paws are quieter than human feet.
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team on VC camp

KY TRA - Led by a lieutenant with the knack of finding enemy base camps and
aided by the drive of a Pfc. squad leader, a unit of the 23rd Infantry
Division's 198th Inf. Bde. killed two NVA soldiers, detained one and discovered
a well-concealed enemy base camp northeast of Chu Lai.

Two platoons from Co. D, 5th Bn., 46th Inf ., were moving from their day
laager position near Ky Tra Valley to link up with the rest of the company
for resupply.

About halfway to the resupply point, the vegetation became so thick that
Lt. Phillip Lomnen, one of the platoon leaders, had his m en hold up while a
cutting party was formed and began to thing out the foliage. After a few
minutes of cutting, Lomnen noticed a small building to the front.

Pfcs. Michael A. Nichols, a squad leader, and Alan W. Glidewell, a
rifleman, were left with the cutting party to observe the structure while
Lomnen returned to the rest of the unit for some heavier weapons.

While Lomnen was gone, the two Pfcs. decided to take a closer look at
the structure.

"When we reached the entrance, we looked insideand saw six people
sleeping," said Nichols. "Near them were some hand grenades and an AK-47."

When the two men moved back to their security position, Lomnen had
returned with the heavier weapons and with Lt. Henry Hunter, the other platoon
leader.

"When we got there, Nichols told us what was in the building," said Hunter.
"He then took the machine gun we had brought along with us and began firing
into the structure. The rest of us joined in."

After the firing stopped, the element noticed th ere were six other
structures in the area. The infantrymen radioed to the rest of the unit to
move up to the enemy camp, and then began searching buildings.

Inside the first building, the men found two dead NVA - killed from the
machine gun fire - and detained another who had somehow managed to escape
the barrage unscathed.

"The other three enemy had escaped out the rear of the structure and into
the undergrowth," said Hunter. "But | don't think they escaped the machine
gun fire altogether. There were blood trails leading from the building to
the heavy brush."

Inside the other buildings we found two AK47 rifles, two B40 rockets, three
grenades, four magazines and some cooking utensils," said Nichols.
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KY TRA - Pfc. William Lyon doesn't care to see anymore Viet Cong booby
traps.

The infantryman from the 23rd Infantry Division's 198th INf. Bde. recently
found more booby traps in a half -hour than most people find in a full tour.

Lyon, a point man with Co. A, 5th Bn., 46th Inf ., found five enemy booby
traps within 100 yards of each other while on a mission with his unit northwest
of Chu Lai.

"We were moving down a trail and | spotted three sticks formed into a V
shape, said Lyon. "The sticks were obviously a warning that there was a booby
trap in the area but | didn't exactly know how close it was."

Five yards down the trail, Lyon spotted a trip wire stretched across the
trail. Connected to the wire was a mortar round covered with small stones.
The unit looked at the trap closely and found two more mortar rounds concealed
beneath.

The unit was headed toward a laager position, so Lt. Scott O. Toups decided
they would bypass the booby trap and return later to bl ow it up. "But before
we moved another 20 yards, Lyon discovered another booby trap," said Toups.
"This one was connected to an antitank weapon.”

He didn't have much time to think about what to expect next because, just
another 20 yards down the trail, he came upon his third booby trap.

"l began to get the shakes after this one," the point man said.

Again the unit moved around the trip wire toward its laager position,
marking the location so it could return to destroy the RPG. But again
movement was halted when Lyon found another booby trap.

"Again | spotted three sticks placed in a V shape," he said. Just off
the trail Lyon found another antitank weapon with a trip wire extending
across the trail.

It was just a short distance to the unit's laager position, but it was
enough for Lyon to find his fifth booby trap. This time it was an artillery
round casing filled with explosives.



Army Reporter

25 August 1969- Villagers returned safely after Americal routs VC

CHU LAI - The Americal Division's Operation Russell Beach, a longrange pacification
campaign which began in January ended recently.

The operation began with a massive 8,500man cordon around the Batagnan
Peninsula, a longtime Viet Cong stronghold 10 miles northwest of Quang Nga i City in southern
| Corps.

Besides the two Americal Division battalions - the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 11th Inf. Bde.,
and the 5th Bn., 46th Inf ., 198th Inf. Bde.- other allied forces in the operation were two
battalions from the 2nd ARVN division, two battal ions of U.S. Marines and U.S. Navy swift
boats patrolling off the coast.

The Marine phase of the operation was known as Operation Bold Mariner, and the
Marines came under the control of the Americal when their phase ended.

The Americal Division units acc ounted for 158 VC killed during the operation, and
other units brought the combined total to almost 225 Communists killed.

The overall objective of the operation was to remove the entire civilian populace
from the peninsula and weed out the enemy, VC suspects and members of the VC
infrastructure.

After the allied cordon was in place across the neck of the peninsula, an intense
Psyops campaign persuaded more than 12,000 persons from the peninsula to evacuate the area.
The refugees were moved by Americal Division helicopters to a combined holding and
interrogation center near Quang Ngai, where government officials carefully inspected the
peninsul ads residents.

Screening at the center isolated more than 250 members of the VC infrastructure,
almost 220 VC sugects, more than 100 prisoners of war, and 32 Hoi Chanhs.

Operation Russell Beach began during the height of the rainy season, and movement
on the peninsula was slowed for several days because of flooded rice paddies and swollen
rivers that bisected the mushroom-shaped tip of land.

However, tactical planners were also counting on the heavy rains to flood tunnels,
bunkers, and underground hiding places and drive the residents to the surface where they
could be located more easily.

During the pacification phase, which began in Mid-February, the refugees were
provided with food, building materials and transportation by Quang Ngai province officials,
and the rebuilding process began.

Engineers from The Americal s 26t hh&dngr .

linked the peninsula to Highway 1, the roadway that spans the length of Vietham, and to
Quang Ngai City.

A permanent firebase, LZ Minuteman, was established in the heart of the peninsula
and Vietnamese Regional and Popular Force soldiers and their famlies were brought in to
provide protection for the returning refugees.

By the operation's end, three new villages had been constructed, and the presence of
the Republic of Vietnam government had been established.

(There is a government SEAPC video of theceremony formally opening access to the villages).

Bn.
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CHU LAI - Two infantrymen from the 23rd Infantry Division's 198th Inf. Bde.
hope to have a lifetime dream fulfilled soon. Both will become United States
citizens while serving their new country in Vietnam.

Spec. 4. Frank Polovinuk and Pfc. Armando Garcia, both of Echo Recon5th
Bn., 46th Inf., will travel to Hawaii this month to take the oath of U.S.
citizenship.

"It's a lifelong dream for bo th of us, and I'm glad we were in the same
unit because it is always nice to have some moral support along with you,"
said Garcia. "We're entering that final stage after five years of waiting."

For Polovinuk it will be a special award after a lifetime of broken dreams
and Communist oppression. Polovinuk made a daring escape through a
Czechoslavkian minefield in 1964 in a successful bid for freedom and with the
hope that he could make his way to the United States..

"Being in a Communist country is worse than being in jail, and | don't
think all Americans realize just how free they are,” Polovinuk said. "l never
had enough money, clothes or food during my life in Czechoslovakia, and | could
never do any of the things | wanted to do."

Even as ayoung boy, Polovinuk dreamed of crossing the wire that had
tormented his life. At the early age of 14, he had made plans to escape with
several of his friends, but the opportunity never presented itself. Four years
later, he made his escape by himselfleaving behind his family and a young
girl friend.

Part of his dream came true when he was allowed to enter the United States
five years ago, but his problems were not over. Polovinuk could not speak
English, and he was alone in a strange country. But he was not to be denied
a life's ambition.

As a self-taught linguist, Polovinuk's heavily accented English is almost
without flaw, and he speaks several other languages fluently. He says that
the Army has given him a big boost in learning the langu age because he is
forced to speak English all the time to communicate with his friends.

Recently, Polovinuk's brother, along with his wife and two children, made
their escape from Czechoslovakia and are now in the United States. So a family
reunion wi Il be waiting when Polovinuk returns to New York.

"I never write my mother and father because | do not want to make trouble
for them," Polovinuk said. "I once wrote my girl friend and she spent three
months in jail, so | don't write anymore. | don't want anyone to suffer more
than they already do."

Garcia is glad he met Polovinuk because he says he needed someone who
wanted the same thing he wanted. Garcia entered the States in 1955 from
Mexico, but had waited until now to make his bid for citiz enship.

"We both have waited for this a long time, and I'm glade we're going to
do it together," said Garcia. "What a great way to make a trip to Hawaii."

The tough and lean years of Polovinuk have taught him to take care of
himself, and Garcia claims that it has not always been easy not being a
citizen of a country in which you live. So the two seem to be a perfect
combination for the reconnaissance unit they now serve, and for the country
in which they will spend the rest of their lives - as ctizens.
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RELAXATION COMES FINALLY .. in the form of writing, reading and just plain
sleeping for these men of Charlie Co., 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 23rd Div.



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 28Infantry Division
APO San Francisco 96374
GENERAL ORDERS 1chMai7 1
NUMBER 2954
AWARD OF THE BRONZE STAR
1. TC 439. The following AWARD is announced.

PRINTY, RUSSELL R, (SSAN xxxx-xxxX), SPECIALIST FOUR
Headquarters and Headquarters Corngp&h Battalion, 46' Infantry,
239 Infantry Division, 96374

Awar ded: Bronze Star Medal with AVO Device
Date action: 1 February 1971

Theater: Republic of Vietnam

Reason: For heroism in connection with ground operations against a hostile
force in the Republic of Vietnam. Specialist Four Printy distinguished
himself by exceptionally valorous actions on 1 February 1971 while
serving as a Radio Operator with Headquarters and Headquarters
Conpany, ¥ Battalion, 48 Infantry. On that date, the
Tactical Operations Center of th& Battalion received a radio
message thatthdB at t al i onds Reconnai ssance Platoon | oc
Hill 76 approximately fivemiles southwest of Chu Lai had suffered a
devastating mortar and sapper attack. A major from the center
asked for a volunteer radio operator to come with him to thechiielp
in communications. With compketisregard for his personal safety,
Specialist Printy accompanied the major and continually provided
accurate and quick communications with the rear area. Attimes he
had to move in complete darkness througlasstrewn with unexploded
grenades. Through his timely actions, he was instrumental in providing
much needed communications between the stricken base and the rear area.
Specialist Print ye8stwonapcempstencepaahd her oi sm, prof
devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the
military service and reflect great credit upon himself, tHé 23
Infantry Division, and the United States Army.

FOR THECOMMANDER:

OFFICIAL: ALPHUS R. CLARK
Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff

(signed Bert O Rosefigll Lt AGC)
KEDON YOU

CW3, USA

Asst AG

DISTRIBUTION:
F
1-CO, USA Pers Svc Spt Cen, ATTN: AGIE:Ft., Benj. Harrison, Ind. 46249



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, Americal Division
APO San Francisco 96374
GENERAL ORDERS 22 August 1969
NUMBER 8308
AWARD OF THE SILVER STAR
1. TC 320. The following AWARD is announced.
TAYLOR, DAVID W, XXX-XX-XXXX, FIRST LIEUTENANT, INFANTRY
Company C, 5™ Battalion, 46™ Infantry, 198" Infantry Brigade APO 96219
Awarded: Silver Star
Date action: 3 June 1969
Theater: Republic of Vietham
Reason: For gallantry in action against an armed hostile force inthe
Republic of Vietham. First Lieutenant Taylor distinguished
himself by intrepid actions on 3 June 1969 while serving as a
Platoon Leader with Company C, 5" Battalion, 46" Infantry. On
that date, a Light Observation Helicopter was shot down by
intense hostile fire near Thach Dong. Gunships were dispatched
to the area to thwart the advance of an enemy force that was
attempting to reach the downed crewmen. In addition, Lieutenant
Taylor was assigned to take a six man team into the area to
secure the wreckage and protect the crew members. Immediately
upon being dropped into the area, the rescue team came under
heavy volumes of enemy small arms and grenade fire. After
deploying his men, Lieutenant Taylor made a dash for the
helicopter crew. As he approached them, he sustained
fragmentation wounds, but ignored the painful injuries and
continued toward his comrades. With complete disregard for
his personal safety, Lieutenant Taylor searched the entire area
and found one survivor. At this time, he received an additional
wound, but succeeded in dragging the downed crewmen to a
nearby irrigation ditch where the remainder of the rescue team
had been deployed. Lieutenant Taylor then rallied his men and
directed rataliatory fire on the insurgents until reinforcements
arrived. His courageous actions were directly responsible for
saving the life of the downed crew member and instrumental in
the overall success of the mission. First
personal heroism, professional competence, and devotion to duty
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military
service and reflect great credit upon himself, the Americal
Division, and the United States Army.
Authority: By direction of the President under the provisions of the Act
of Congress, approved 9 July 1918.
GENERAL ORDERS NUMBER 8308, dated 22 August 1969, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY,
Headquarters, Americal Division APO San Francisco 96374 (Cont)

FOR THE COMMANDER:

OFFICIAL: JOHN W. DONALDSON
Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff

JAMES R. RALPH, JR

LTC, AGC

Adjutant General

Li eutenant



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES-

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
AERO SCOUT COMPANY 123rd, AVIATION BATTALION
AMERICAL DIVISION
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96374

AVDF_ABBG 20 AUG 70
SUBJECT: After Action Report, Mission Basis for Division

THRU: Commanding Officer
123rd Aviation Battalion
APO 96374

TO:  Commanding Officer
16th Aviation Group (Combat)
APO 96374

1. VC/NVA KIA: NONE
2. VC/NVA Detained: NONE

3. Reconnaissance Missions:

A. The Warlords did not launch for morning VR due to inclement weather in
the assigned area. The Warlords remained at Chu Lai on weather hold
until 1400 hrs.

B. The Warlords departed Chu Lai at 1400 hrs with 1 OH-6A, 2 AH-1G, and
3 UH-1H. The Warlords were Op-con to 198th Bde to perform a special
insertion mission in the Chu Lai rocket pocket. Fifteen (15) Aero-
Riflemen were inserted into two (2) different grids and twenty (20)
Infantry men from the 5th Bn 46th Inf were inserted into two (2) different
grids for a total of four insertions at four (4) different places.

Mission was completed at 1700 hrs and the Warlords returned to Chu
Lai.

C. At 1800 hrs the Warlords were alerted to proceed to grid BS 739781 to
recover some equipment that had been left in the field. The Warlords
arrived in the area at 1815 hrs. The equipment was not observed.

Six (6) Aero-Riflemen were inserted at the above grid at 1830 hrs and
extracted at 1845 hrs. The remains of an M-16 rifle, one (1) small
fishing basket with (2) U.S. Canteens attached to it and a wallet

with VN papers and U.S. medicine in it were CIA. The CIA items were
released to Division G-2. The Warlords returned to Chu Lai at 1920 hrs.

Downgraded at 3 year intervals

Declassified after 12 years

DOD DIR 5200.10

BERT C AMIDON
MAJ, IN
Commanding



5th Battalion, 46th Infantry
Unit History (From 1970 5/46" album)

FIFTH BATTALION, FORTY -SIXTH INFANTRY

The 3" Battalion, 48' Infantry is a newlyactivated Battalion
of the United States Army. The parent’46fantry Regiment was
originally constituted in May 1917 and formally activated in June of
the same year at Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana, from elements of
the 10" Infantry Regiment. Although inactivated and demobilized
between the two World Wars, the™ifantry was called to service
again in 1941 when it was reactivated at Fort Knox, Kentucky.

During World War I, the 48 Infantry Regiment became an Armored
Infantry Battalion and in turn spawned thé"Ehd 47" Armored
Infantry Battalions. The 4%first served with the'S Armored Divi
sion throughout the war, and before its deactivation in 1945, it had
won battle streamers for action in Normandy, Northern France, the
Rhineland, Ardenneélsace, and Central Europe. It was decorated with
the Distirguished Unit Citation and the Luxembourg Croix de Guerre.

On 6 July 1948, the 1546", and 4% Armored Infantry Battalions
were reactivated at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, as elements 8f the 5
Armored Division but were again inactivated in February019%he
Korean War caused the battalions to be reactivated again from-1 Sept
ember 1950 to 16 march 1956. Finally on 1 July 1959, the three Batta
lions were consolidated and reorganized to form tield@ntry.
Presently there are four battalions lvé 48" Infantry on active
duty. The first battalion deployed to Vietnam with the1 88igade
as an element of the Americal Division. The second and fourth-Batta
lions are mechanized Battalions with the first Armored Division. The
5t Battalion was aivated as a light Infantry Battalion under the
command of LTC David K. Lyon on 2 October 1967, at Fort Hood, Texas and assignedsto the 1
Brigade, 29 Armored Division.

Addendum

5t Battalion was assigned 31 March 1968 to"1B8antry Brigade.
Relieved 15 February 1969 from assignment td™i@@ntry Brigade and assigned to thé?23
(Americal) Infantry Division. Inactivated 22 May 1971 at Fort Lewis, Washington.



Two page letteby Capt. John Bierden describing situation during Tet 1968.
Dear Major Sanders,

13 March 1969 | received your | etter and was quite surp

death reached you. |imagine you would like to know the circumstances surrounding his death and even
though some ofthemarest i | | vague to me | &1 | -tThybatwliomhadbednin you i
contact with a combined main force VC/NVA battalion for about a week or two 3 March. Initial contact was
made by Bravo about a klick north of Young (a fire base named after BGen George Young) and that particular
action lasted about three days. Brigade opconed A Co 5/46, D Co 1/6 and O Troop 1/1Cav to us on the
second day and we finally broke contact on the morning of the third day.

We had suffered about 30 casualties, mostly in Bravo and they were pulled back into Young. At the same
time Delta moved out of the field to Professional and Alpha and Charlie began operations in the Thien Phouc
(special forces/CIDG camp) area to relieve pressure there. A couple of outposts had fallen and the CIDG had
their hands full trying to retake them. Professional (fire base originally made by the 15t Battalion 46™ Inf) was
being mortared at least three times a day and as soon as the operation was finished at Thien Phouc, both
companies were moved to an area around Professional. Alpha (company) combat assaulted (into an area by
helicopter) into the river area (the hook) and began a sweep to the southeast. While moving up the entire
company was completely in a trap because there was no place to go. To their front and rear the resistance
came from fortified bunkers that they must have overlooked on their way up. South flanks were covered by
light machine guns and heavy guns and a couple of squads of infantry armed with everything fom soup to
nuts. The entire ridge line erupted with mortar (60mm and 82mm) and RPG (rocket propelled grenades), and

(o]

12. 7mm heavy machine gun fire. Our gunnies didndt have

and 1000 pound bombs, they would receive fire as they (TAC air) pulled out. The whole thing seemed like

the siege of LZ (landing zone) Center without the LZ. At least four 12.7mm heavy machine guns were

spotted, but the ones that endured were the problem. The company was running out d everything including

men. The birds (helos) would stop at Professional to pick up supplies only to have their skids and the mortar

rounds hit the ground at the same time. In that seven day period about ten birds were lost ranging from LOHs
(OH23 bubble canopy) to COBRA gunships. Charlie company moved to support Alpha and ran into much of

the same type of contact. The two companies were less than a thousand meters apart and both were

occupied with trying to protect themselves and help each other out. Bravo was tied to Young still licking their
wounds (two platoon sergeants and two platoon leaders and many experienced troops were evacuated). My

only action at the time was to ask for help. A detainee turned out to be a sergeant from the 37 NVA

Regiment and stated that that was the unit we were up against and they were at about 30% strength. If that

was 30% they must have been the best the NVA had to
After about five days the Battalion had suffered well over 100 casualties and the situation was getting

desperate.  The artillery, air, and troop movements were not making a dent at least it appeared that way

when a lull occurred on 3 March (1969). Alpha had a chance to move but it had lost so many men that it was
about platoon size. Dustoffs (medivac helos) werenodt
would hold them up. LTC Stinson told Alpha he was coming in to pick up what he could and Dustoffs would

be in to pickup the rest. He gotin alright and pulled two dead and three wounded aboard the Command and

Control helicopter. That was a full load for them and they were pulling pitch when all hell broke loose once

again. He was the only man on the chopper to get hit and the round went n his hip and came out the

st omach. The pilots didnét realize i mmediately that
fire base) when the noticed (not sure of exact details). He was dead on arrival at Baldy. The effect on the

men on the ground was shock and the Battalion almost stopped in place. Major Fields flew immediately to
Professional and when | talked to him the next day he described the scene of his arrival to me. The bird was

shot at and no fire was returned. The TOC (Tactica Operations Center) was like a morgue. People were

walking around in a daze with no real purpose and shaking their heads in disbelief. The companies were

stagnant in

(Continued)
(Continued)

thought and action and it appeared as though the whole operation was going to fall apart. Col. Tulley arrived
and helped get things rolling again. Major Neary flew into Alpha and started to get things moving on the
ground. After a couple of hours the initial shock wore off a bit and through the use of increased air the
companies managed to break contact. For all intent and purposes the 1/52 had ceased to function as a
fighting unit. The battalion was moved to Baldy where it is presently being built up. It suffered about 170

of f

ab

he



casualties, about 40 of which were killed. A number are still missing and believed dead. Alpha took the brunt

and arrived at Baldy with 18 peopl e. Charlie wasndét to
men was Delta. It is estimated that it will take about three weeks to build us back up and then we will move

south. At present the 1/46 is at Professional and they are in somewhat the same type of contact we were.

They |l ost two birds yesterday lawmndgeéet alppeamét theoWwWVwhat
but I imagine that it will be a task force of some sort. It has been a hell of a week. | apologize for the poor

typing but the amount of words in my penmanshi pe woul d h
for the States the day after tomorrow but Division has no orders or port call for me yet so | may still be here for

awhile. LTC Davis is now the Battalion Commander and a Major Layman (Armor type) will be filling Major

Fields slot in a couple of weeks. Congratulations on entering the zone. | wish you the best of luck before the

board. Maybe wedll be able to serve together again in
in the next year or so | 6 ITéke dare Sirsandrb@sure to indillrindhe Cdrgts and s ay
the same drive and devotion to duty that Doc Stinson portrayed. As you said Sir he was one of the best.

Thanks again for your |l etter. o

Letter written
by Capt. John Bierden.



Volume 2 No. 15 Americal Daily New Sheet Saturday May 4, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Sunday will be partly cloudy with light fog in the valleys during the early morning and scattered rain showers
in the mountains in the afternoon and early evening. The winds will be from the south and the high for
tomorrow 95 and the low tomorrow night 75.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) - Action was sporadic yesterday as Americal units experienced minimal enemy
resistance in their southern | Corps area. Division forces killed 13 VC and captured five individual weapons.
Division units suffered 15 soldiers wounded and evacuated for treatment.
El ements of Americal 6s 1st Sqguadr on, fighting in Opevatoh ry ki | |
Wheel er/ Wall owa. Four of the VC were killed by el emen
northeast of Thang Binh. An air strike in support of ground troops accounted for two more VC killed and the
destruction of 15 fortified structures and two bunkers in the same area.
During lightly scattered contacts, Americal s 11th Br
guestioning yesterday.
A company of the 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry commanded by CPT Vernon Campbell (Patten, Maine) killed a
VC yesterday morning three miles west of Binh Son in Operation Muscatine. the enemy soldier was carrying

documents and a hand grenade. Anot her AOl d Guardo com
rounds seven miles northeast of Quang Ngai.
iAero Scoutso of the 123d Aviation Battalion killed or

Quang Ngai. Later the ground units of the Scouts apprehended 14 suspects.

Infantrymen from the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Joe Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.), killed a VC during
a patrol six miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Thursday evening, cavalrymen from the 1st Armored Cavalry killed an enemy soldier and found a hand
grenade and some equipment four miles southwest of Duc Pho.

Nine tunnel complexes, two of them large enough to hold two VC companies, were uncovered and
destroyed by 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry soldiers.

Thursday, the Volunteer Informant Program conducted by the 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry in Operation
Muscatine, collected three LAWSs, 49 mortar rounds, 34 anti-personnel mines, 4,800 rounds of .30 caliber
ammunition.

El ements of Americal dés 198th I nfantry Brigade killed t
Wheeler/Wallowa.

An Americal artillery Forward Observer, flying in support of Operation Wheeler/Wallowa ground forces,
spotted two VC yesterday. The Viet Cong were killed when he accurately called in artillery fire upon them.

An element of the 1st Battalion, 52d Infantry apprehended three suspects in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa
yesterday. Two of the suspects were carrying hand grenades. Another unit of the same battalion engaged a
group of VC in a fire fight as a Viethamese civilian led them to a hidden weapons cache. The wnit called in
artillery and gunships on the enemy. There was no damage assessment made at the end of the afternoon
when (Continued on Page 2 Column 1) the unit was removed from the area.

In Operation Burlington Trail, and element of the 1st Battalion, 52d Infantry killed one VC and destroyed 10
punji pits yesterday. Moments after the first contact, the unit engaged another VC who fled leaving his
Chicom carbine.

Elements of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry operating south of Chu Lai, yesterday, discovered two tunnels,
450 pounds of corn and detained a suspect who was carrying 100 birth certificates.

JOIN THE AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION. CHECK WITH YOUR FIRST SERGEANT
OR THE INFORMATION OFFICE.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET; MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General; MAJ Gerald D. Hill jr., 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374 as an
authorized Army publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and may not be
duplicated or released to the news media.



Volume 2 No. 16 Americal Daily New Sheet Sunday May 5, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Mondaydés forecast calls for partly to mondstfrbny5181 oudy, s
knots. The high for Monday will be 95 and the low tomorrow night 75.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) i Units of the Americal Division experienced scattered contacts in their area of
southern | Corps yesterday. Americal forces killed 14 VC and captured two individual weapons. Division
units suffered three soldiers wounded and evacuated for treatment.

Americal s 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry killed nine VC an
i Fo T thaCavplry killed six VC and detained nine suspects in contacts five miles northeast of Thang
Binh in Operation Wheeler/ Wall owa. AFO Troop killed tw

one VC in operations 12 miles southeast of Tam Ky in Operation Burlington Trail.
One air strike was flown in support of 1st Cavalry ground troops yesterday but no damage assessment has
been reported.
Units of the 11th Brigade killed two VC and detained 15 suspects yesterday in their area of Quang Ngai
Province.
A unit of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Joe Rhinehart (canton, N.C.) killed an enemy soldier who
attempted to flee into a tunnel three miles northwest of Duc Pho. The unit also detained four suspects and
found documents and ahand gren a d e . Anot her #AAlways Firsto company det
gun during a patrol eight miles southeast of Quang Ngai.
Second ARVN Division soldiers spotted a group of uniformed VC during a visual reconnaissance mission

four miles northeastof Quang Ngai . AfAero Scoutso of the 123rd Avi at
Viet Cong after they were called to the area.
Combat units of the Americaldés 198th Infantry Brigade |

during scattered contacts.

Most of the action occurred in Operation Burlington Trail when a company of the 1st Battalion, 52d Infantry
engaged several enemy after receiving small arms fire. The unit killed one VC. Later in the afternoon, the
company located a Chicom rifle.

Late in the evening, a unit of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry returned fire on snipers 18 miles east of Chu
Lai. The infantrymen killed two VC.

In Operation Wheeler/Wallowa, engineers located and destroyed three mines during a mine sweeping
mi ssion yesterday. The mines were planted in the briga

A unit of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry found 10 60mm mortar rounds, four satchel charges and three hand
grenades that a group of VC left behind after the unit caught them in an ambush. Earlier in the afternoon
another unit of the same battalion uncovered a small ammunition cache during a seep southeast of Chu Lai.
More than 400 rounds of .30 caliber ammunition, three anti-tank mines and two rifle grenades were found.

A group of Vietnamese boys found that it paid to help the 198th Infantry Brigade yesterday. They were paid
1,200 piasters for turning in five 105mm rounds.

Civic action of the fABrave and Bol dd s odmdediearvisitst r eat ed
yesterday.

JOIN THE AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION. CHECK WITH YOUR FIRST
SERGEANT OR THE INFORMATION OFFICE.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
MAJ Gerald D. Hill jr., 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374 as an
authorized Army publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and may not be
duplicated or released to the news media.



Volume 2 No. 28 Americal Daily New Sheet Friday May 17, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Saturdayés forecast calls for fair to igGknos! Thehkighoudy

for tomorrow 98 and the low Saturday night 76.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

s k

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)iAct i on continued sporadic in the Americal

yesterday. Americal forces killed 15 VC and 18 NVA.

Elements of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry ere accredited with all 18 NVAKills in the 196th Infantry
Brigadebs area of operation.

The battalion accounted for 10 NVA killed when the unit called in an air strike on the enemy six miles south
of Que Son. Soldiers of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry killed two more NVA when they mortared an enemy
sampan 10 miles southwest of Que Son. Infantrymen of the battalion accounted for three NVA when artillery
was called in on enemy positions by a reconnaissance element. An aerial observer directed artillery at
another group of enemy killing three.

The center of action in Americalds 11th Infantry

as helicopters supporting the 4th Battalion, 3d
Warri or s o0 i areatadtantdd éiocthree Bnemy killed and eight suspects detained.

iSharko gunships from the 174th Aviation Company

Ngai killed seven VC attempting to evadeommanidnaomi T@nit
mi | e

helicopter killed two enemy yesterday afternoon
infantrymen engaged and killed one VC 10 miles south of Chu Lai.

MEDCAP personnel of the 4th Battalion 3d Infantry treated 103 Viethamese in Long Lai village five miles
northwest of Quang Ngai.

A reconnaissance platoon of the 3d Battalion, 1st

two VC and apprehended three suspects yesterday morning during a sweep four miles north of Duc Pho. A
rifle company from the same battalion killed another VC six miles north of Duc Pho.

Bri gat
I nfantr

cover |

I nf al

Americal és 198th Infantry Brigade killed two VC during

Trail and around the Chu Lai area. A unit of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry killed one VC when they returned
fire 14 miles northeast of Chu Lai. Infantrymen of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry killed the other VC five miles
southeast of Chu Lai.

Elements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry reported no significant contact during operations yesterday.
Troopers of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry reported no significant contact during operations yesterday.

Troopers of the 1st Cavalry detained f oulwoassirikesect s

were flown in support of the 1st Cavalry yesterday but no assessment of damage has been reported.
Americal units suffered two soldiers killed and 12 wounded and evacuated for treatment.

JOIN THE AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION. CHECK WITH YOUR FIRST SERGEANT
OR THE INFORMATION OFFICE.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., IO
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374 as an
authorized Army publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and may not be
duplicated or released to the news media.

f
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Volume 2 No. 29 Americal Daily New Sheet Saturday May 18, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Sunday partly cloudy with possible rain and thundershowers in the afternoon. Winds variable at 5-10 knots
with gusts to 18 knots. High Sunday 99. Low Sunday night 76.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) i Action remained scattered yesterday as Americal Division forces saw little
contact with the enemy. Americal forces killed six VC and 30 NVA and captured eight individual and three
crew-served weapons.
Elements of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed one VC and 28 NVA and captured seven weapons during
contacts in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.
A company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry killed the 28 NVA and captured the seven weapons during a
night attack on an enemy position eight miles south of Que Son. The weapons captured included four AK-
47s, two RPD light machine guns and one mortar tube.
A unit of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry engaged and killed one VC in a contact four miles west of Thang
Binh.
Americal 6s 11th Br i gade rdayebterday killed fowr WC anthtwotNNWA& defainedl Pho a
11 suspects for questioning and captured three weapons.
In a contact yesterday five miles north of Duc Pho, soldiers of the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry led SSG Charles
Godwin (N. Las Vegas, Nev.) killed four VC. Later in the day, another company element apprehended two
suspects and captured an M-1 rifle.
The fire fights yesterday netted a 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry company commanded by CPT Barry D.
Gasdec (Latrobe, Pa.) tIsocapthstiAvo AK-474 six hénGgremddestan fieldn i t a
equipment.
In Operation Muscatine, infantrymen of the 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry detained four suspects, found 600
pounds of rice and destroyed two tunnels during a sweep north of Quang Ngai.
Unitsof Americal 6s 198t h I nfantry Br i4ginactonwestbfiCludai one VC a
yesterday.
A company of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantrye ngaged two VC whil e making a sweep
Belt. o A search onkedeadv€ andoneAK-4d.i scl osed o
Civic action soldiers of the fABrave and Bol do Brigade |
Elements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry operating in the Operation Burlington Trail area reported no
significantcont act s yesterday. Troopers of the 1st Cavalry det
Division units suffered two soldiers killed and four wounded and evacuated for treatment.

JOIN THE AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION. CHECK WITH YOUR FIRST SERGEANT
OR THE INFORMATION OFFICE.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374 as an
authorized Army publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and may not be
duplicated or released to the news media.

The 1968 Joint Annual Fund Campaign for Army emergency relief and the Army Relief Society willbe
conducted command wide during the period 24 May through 13 September 1968. Donations can be made
through your unit.



Volume 2 No. 37 Americal Daily New Sheet SUNDAY May 26, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Fair Monday morning becoming partly cloudy in the afternoon. A few rain and thundershowers in the
mountains in the evening. Winds southeast at 10-15 knots. High Monday 102. Low 78.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) i Americal Division soldiers met heavy enemy activity north of Chu Lai yesterday
while action elsewhere in the Divisionds southern | Cor
VC and 110 NVA and captured 11 individual weapons.

Units of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed 110 NVA and 12 VC and captured seven weapons during heavy
action in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday northwest of Tam Ky.

Troopers of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry reported four VC killed during scattered action in Operation

Burlington Trail and Operation Wheeler/Wallow yesterday. Element s of #AFO0 Troop, 8th Caval
VC during three incidents in an area northwest of Tam Ky. Troopers of the 1st Cavalry detained three
suspects in the days6é action.

Americal 6s 11th I nfantry Bri gade uchhoareayestergapast ed | i ght

Brigade units apprehended eight suspects.

Units of the 198th Infantry Brigade captured two individual weapons during light activity around Chu Lai and
in Operation Burlington Trail yesterday.

Elements of the 196th InfantryBi gadeds 1st Battalion, 52d Infantry enga
yesterday eight miles southwest of Hoi An. After receiving small arms and automatic weapons fire, artillery
and air strikes were called in. A sweep of the area after the five and a half hour fight revealed 86 enemy kills
accredited to soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 52d Infantry.

Infantrymen of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, killed 15 NVA during a 10 hour fight 15 miles northwest of
Tam Ky. Air strikes and artillery were called in against the enemy who were dug into well fortified bunkers
and trenches.

In the same area, units of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry killed nine NVA in several skirmishes and captured
seven individual weapons, a large assortment of equipment and medical supplies. The weapons captured
included four AK-47s, one SKS rifle, on K-50 and a semi-automatic rifle.

Infantrymen of he 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry killed 21 VC after the unit returned fire on the enemy who was
using automatic weapons and hand grenades in action 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Eight air strikes were flown yesterday in support of the 196th Infantry Brigade resulting in 19 fortified
structures and four bunkers destroyed and the opening of 30 meters of trench.

Viethnamese civilians turned over an M-1 rifle, two M-79 rounds, two mortar rounds, and two artillery rounds
yesterday to 11th Infantry Brigade soldiers in response to the Volunteer Informant Program conducted near
LZ Dottie and LZ Thunder.

Civil action personnel of the 11th Infantry Brigade treated 1228 Viethamese during medical visits last week.

Soldiers of the 198th Infantry Brigade 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry located two hidden K-44 rifles yesterday
while on a search wets of Chu Lai.

Division units suffered 13 soldiers killed and 23 wounded and evacuated for treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374 as an
authorized Army publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and may not be
duplicated or released to the news media.

JOIN THE AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION. CHECK WITH YOUR FIRST SERGEANT
OR THE INFORMATION OFFICE.

The 1968 Joint Annual Fund Campaign for Army emergency relief and the Army Relief Society will be
conducted command wide during the period 26 May through 13 September 1968. Donations can be made
through your unit.



Vol. 2. No. 38 Americal Daily New Sheet Tuesday May 27, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Tuesday partly cloudy with possible rain in the mountains. Winds variable at 5-10 knots. High Tuesday
102. Low Tuesday night 79.

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10)--Action tapered off yesterday as Americal Division units killed 17 VC and
captured one individual weapon in their area of southern | Corps. Scattered incidents included a rocket
assault on the Division's Chu Lai complex in which light casualties were reported. Units of the 196th Infantry
Brigade found 52 dead NVA and 22 weapons which were accredited to Saturday's action.

Units of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed three VC, captured one weapon and conducted a search of the
battle area south of the Chang River and found 52 NVA killed and 22 weapons during the action yesterday.

Elements of "F" Troop, 8th Cavalry killed 12 VC during light action yesterday in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa
about six miles north of Thang Binh, In Operation Burlington Trail, troopers from "F" Troop and the 1st
Squadron, 1st Cavalry apprehended nine suspects.

Units of the 198th Infantry Brigade reported light enemy contacts yesterday as one VC was killed throughout
their portion of Quang Tin Province, Infantrymen of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry found and destroyed the
rocket firing sites from which the VC plummeted at small amount of rockets into the Division's Chu Lai
complex.

Americal's 11th Infantry Brigade also reported light enemy activity yesterday as the "Jungle Warriors" killed
one VC, apprehended one suspect and uncovered one bangalore torpedo and a booby-trapped 105 round in
the Duc Pho area.

A unit of the 196th Infantry Brigade's 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry engaged and killed three VC with small
arms fire yesterday and captured an M-1 carbine and equipment eight miles southwest of Hoi An.

Soldiers of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry commanded by CPT John R. Wolfe (Marcellus, Mich) in the
search 15 miles west of Tam Ky found nine SKS rifles, four light machineguns, one RPD machinegun, one
semi-automatic weapon, one 82mm mortar tube, numerous rounds of small arms ammunition, some hand
grenades, mortar rounds and other munitions. Other 3rd Battalion, 31st Infantry units found three AK-47s,
one K-44, two SKSs, munitions and equipment. Also found were the bodies of 52 NVA soldiers killed in
action Saturday.

Also searching the same area, a company of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry led by CPT Charles Ebert
(Washington, D.C.) found three AK-47s, one RPD light machinegun, one K-53 and assorted munitions and
equipment.

A 198th Infantry Brigade unit of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry killed one VC 12 miles south of Chu Lai.

Civic action soldiers of the 198th Infantry's "Brave and Bold" Brigade treated 131 Vietnamese during
medical visits yesterday.

An 11th Brigade unit of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry engaged and killed a VC 11 miles northeast of Quang
Ngai.

The Volunteer Informant Program continued in Operation Muscatine and south of Duc Pho by 11th Brigade
soldiers yielded 28 anti-personnel mines, 1,165 rounds of small arms ammunition and numerous explosive
devices which were turned in By Vietnamese civilians.

Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and nine wounded and evacuated for treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
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Vol. 2 No. 48 Thursday June 6, 1968
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Partly cloudy Friday to mostly cloudy with intermittent afternoon and evening showers and thunderstorms. Winds east
northeasterly at 10-20 knots. High Friday 94. Low Friday night 76.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL - 10)-- The Americal Division continued with increased action yesterday as elements of the Division
killed 13 VC and 32 NVA and captured 80 individual and two crew-served weapons. The 198th Infantry Brigade accounted for
most of the weapons captured when they uncovered a large cache in Operation Burlington Trail.

Elements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry and "F" Troop, 8th Cavalry combined to kill 18 NVA and capture an AK-47 and a
.50 caliber anti-aircraft gun in an area eight miles northwest of Tam Ky. An additional enemy was killed by "F" Troop in the
Tahng Ninh area.

Elements of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed five NVA and three VC in light action in Operation Burlington Trail yesterday.

In the most significant action, units of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT Rovert Corrigan (Arlington, Virginia) and CPT
James Humphries (Pacific Grove, California) came into contact with an unknown size enemy force eight miles west of Tam Ky.
One of the units knocked out a .50 caliber machine gun position and air strikes accounted forfive NVA killed.

A unit of the 11th Infantry Brigade's 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry (A Company) operating in the 196th Infantry Brigade's area
killed one VC and captured a hand grenade.

A unit of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry led by CPT John Wolfe (Marcellus, Michigan) accounted for two VC killed in separate
incidents yesterday 11 miles west of Tien Phuoc.

Action in the 11th Infantry Brigade's area centered in the Tra Khuc Valley yesterday as 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry elements
and "Aero Scout" Infantry elements killed six VC and two NVA, apprehended 13 suspects and captured three weapons.
"Jungle Warriors" in the Duc Pho area killed to VC and apprehended nine suspects.

"Old Guard" soldiers from the 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry commanded by CPT John A. Gonzalez (Queens Village, New York)
engaged and killed three VC in a sampan and destroyed the sampan 10 miles west of Quang Ngai. Moving up the river, the
unit killed three more VC and captured an AK-47 in two contacts.

"Aero Scout" helicopters of the 123d Aviation Battalion, operating in the same area, inserted their ground troops who
engaged and killed two NVA and recovered an M-1 carbine and a K-44 rifle.

In the Duc Pho area, a unit of the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry killed one VC four mies northwest of Duc Pho. Another VC was
killed by 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry soldiers 11 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Enemy activity increased in Operation Burlington Trail yesterday as 198th Infantry Brigade soldiers killed seven NVA,
captured four weapons and found a large weapons cache containing 74 firearms. One VC was killed by the Brigade in the
Chu Lai area.

Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 52d Infantry engaged and killed one NVA in the jungle northwest of Chu Lai. An AK-47 and
three hand grenades were captured in the action. Later, a 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry unit engaged and killed five NVA and
captured three weapons in two incidents in the same area.

An element of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry engaged and killed one NVA and captured two hand grenades in fighting
northwest of Chu Lai. Another unit of the Battalion located 72 individual and two crew-served weapons in one large cache 20
miles northwest of Chu Lai. The cache, "large enough to outfit an enemy company", contained 36 Soviet carbines, 15 sub-
machine guns, two M-1 carbines, four 7165 bolt action rifles, three BARS, two machine guns, two M-1 rifles, two Mark # Lee
Enfield rifles, one Soviet PPSH, one K-50, one French 7.5 rifle, one 45 caliber grease gun, more than 3,500 rounds of
ammunition and 99 hand grenades.

5th Battalion, 46th Infantry unit killed one VC late yesterday eight miles south of Chu Lai.

Civic action soldiers of the Brigade treated 233 Viethamese in seven MEDCAPS yesterday.

Division forces suffered three soldiers killed and 17 wounded and evacuated for treatment.
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Vol. 2. No. 133 Thursday August 30, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Fair to partly cloudy skies. Winds at 10 knots from the Northeast. High Saturday 100. Low Saturday night 79. (B6)

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL |O)---Action decreased in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical Zone yesterday as Division
forces and supporting elements accounted for 11 VC killed and two individual weapons captured.

In the 11th Brigade area of operations around Mo Duc and Duc Pho, ground units killed seven VC and apprehended 10
suspects in scattered action.

"Always First" soldiers of the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry detained nine suspects for questioning during yesterdays operations.
Two rifle companies of the battalion led by 1LT Vincent Satariano (Chicago, IL) and 1LT Eugene S. Phillips (Killeen, TX) killed
a total of five VC in three separate contacts north of Duc Pho and east of Mo Duc.

"Sykes Regulars" of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry reported a total of two VC kiled in two incidents south of Duc Pho.

"Charger" units of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed three VC and captured one weapon in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area
yesterday.

A Recon element of the 3d Battalion 21st Infantry killed one VC with small arms fire 16 miles west of Tam Ky yesterday.

"Gimlets" of a Company of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry company killed a total of two VC in two separate incidents nin miles
west of Tam Ky.

"Guardians" of a 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry company uncovered one M-1 carbine 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Action in the 198th Infantry Brigade area of operation was light and scattered yesterday as "Brave and Bold" soldiers and
supporting elements killed one VC, detained two suspects, and captured one weapon.

A company of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry led by CPT Lawrence G. Johnson (Westhester, IL) killed one VC northwest of
Chu Lai yesterday morning.

A group of NVA fled leaving behind one AK-47 rifle yesterday when "Aero Scouts” of the 123d Aviation Company swooped
down on the northwest of Chu Lai.

"Ready Rifles” of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry captured one wounded VC south of Chu Lai yesterday morning. The VC
was evacuated for medical treatment.

A unit of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry led by CPT Chris N. Martin (Schoefield Barracks, HA) captured one VC yesterday
when the "Regulars" won a foot race with the VC trying to outrun the unit.

Civic action soldiers of the 198th Infantry Brigade treated 84 Vietnamese yesterday during two medical visits.

Units of the 1st Squadron, 1st Armored Cavalry reported no significant contacts in their area of operations yesterday.

Division forces suffered one soldier wounded and evacuated for treatment.
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Vol. 2. No. 134 Saturday August 31, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Fair to partly cloudy skies. Winds at 10 knots from the northeast. High Sunday 95. Low Sunday night 72. (B6)
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) --- Action increased in the Americal Division southern | Corps Tactical Zone yesterday as Division
forces and supporting elements accounted for 23 VC and one NVA killed and five individual weapons captured.

Elements of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed nine VC and captured three individual weapons in their area of operations
yesterday.

A reconnaissance element of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry killed one evading VC with small arms fire yesterday 10 miles
south of Hoi An. Later the element killed another VC with grenades in the same area.

In an area centered eight miles south of Hoi An a company of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry killed a total of four VC in three
separate incidents. Another company of the battalion found one carbine in bushes 11 miles south of Hoi An.

A company of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry engaged a group of NVA with small arms fire, killing one NVA four miles
northeast of Que Son.

A company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry engaged two evading VC with small arms fire killing one VC 25 miles west of
Tam Ky. Later another company of the battalion spotted a group of VC in the open. Atrtillery was called in, killing one VC 2%
miles west of Tam Ky.

A reconnaissance element of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry found one M-1 carbine and one SKS rifle in a hut 24 miles west
of Tam Ky.

Infantry and Cavalrymen of 198th Infantry combined with "Aero Scouts” of the 123d Aviation Battalion, killed six VC and
captured one individual weapon yesterday in the Operation Burlington Trail area.

"Aero Scouts" flying in support of the 198th Infantry Brigade yesterday killed three VC in the Operation Burlington Trail area.
Later the "Aero Scouts" killed another VC southwest of Chu Lai.

A company of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry killed one VC and captured one M-1 carbine when they returned fire on a sniper
in the Operation Burlington Trail area.

Yesterday morning "H" Troop, 17th Cavalry engaged a group of VC south of Vinh Son, killingone VC.

Action in the 11th Infantry Brigade's area of operations remained scattered yesterday as the "Jungle Warriors" and
supporting elements killed six VC, captured one weapon, and detained two suspects.

A gunship from "Primo Aviation Limited" killed one evading VC 12 miles north of LZ Bronco.

In the jungle eight miles southwest of Duc Pho, SP4 Alberto Rodriguez (Kerrelville, Texas), point man for a reconnaissance
element of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, encountered two VC. The two VC fired at Rodriguez and fled. Rodriguez returned
fire, killing one of the VC. One K-44 rifle was taken from the dead enemy.

Yesterday afternoon the Command and Control helicopter from the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry detained one VC suspect 11
miles north of the "Jungle Watrrior's" home.

The 11th Brigade's 52nd Military Intelligence Detachment killed two evading VC in rice paddies four miles north of Duc Pho.

Action in the 1st Squadron, 1st Armored Cavalry's area of operations increased slightly yesterday as "F" Troop, 8th Cavalry
killed two VC and detained two VC suspects.

Americal Division forces suffered one soldier killed and two wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.
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Vol. 2. No. 137 Tuesday September 3, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Cloudy skies with occasional light rains. High 94, low 78. Winds northeast at 10 knots. (B-6)
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical Zone remained
scattered yesterday as Division forces accounted for 18 VC Kkilled, five NVA Kkilled, and three individual
weapons captured.

Yesterday in the 198th Inf. Bde's area of operations "Charger" units killed 12 VVC and captured 1100 pounds
of rice.

"F" Troop, 17th Cav. in three separate contacts killed a total of three VC with small arms fire six miles south
of Hoi An.

Reconnaissance elements of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. in three separate contacts killed a total of three VC five
miles south of Hoi An.

In an area centered seven miles south of Hoi An, "Gimlets" of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed a total of two VC
with small arms fire in two separate contacts yesterday.

Another company of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf found a total of two VC that had recently been killed by artillery
seven miles south of Hoi An.

A company of the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. engaged a group of evading VC 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky with small
arms fire. Killing one VC. Later the unit killed one additional VC in the same area.

A company of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. found 1100 pounds of rice in a hut 27 miles west of Tam Ky.

Action was scattered in the 198th Inf. Bde. yesterday as "Brave and Bold" soldiers killed four VC, five NVA,
captured three individual weapons, and detained four suspects.

A "Professionals" unit of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. led by CPT. Lawrence G. Johnson (Westchester, ILL.) killed
two VC and detained one suspect when the unit engaged a group of VC while patrolling inthe Burlington Trail
area northwest of Chu Lai.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123rd AVN. Bn. killed one VC and detained three suspects while flying in support of
1st Bn., 52nd Inf. soldiers south of Chu Lai.

"Regulars" from a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company found the fresh grave of one NVA yesterday afternoon while
patrolling southwest of Chu Lai.

Later another company of the battalion found two M-16 rifles in the same area.

A unit of the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. found the body of one VC late yesterday afternoon north of Chu Lai. The unit
later found the bodies of four NVA in freshly dug graves in the same area.

Action remained light and scattered in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav's area of operations yesterday as "F" Troop,
8th Cav. killed one VC and "B" Troop, 1st Sqdn, 1st Cav. killed one VC. "C" Troop 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.
detained four VC suspects yesterday.

In the 11th Inf. Bde's area of operations "Jungle Warriors" reported four VC suspects detained yesterday. No
significant contacts were reported.

Division forces suffered five soldiers wounded and evacuated for treatment.

SAIGON--B-52s were out in force Monday to help block another possible Viet-Cong attack on Saigon. The
planes dropped 350-Thousand pounds of bombs on targets 25 miles from the capital.

TEHRAN-- One pilot describes the earthquake area of north Iran as a vast graveyard. The quakes that
struck over the weekend killed at least 20-thousand persons and officials report 50 thousand injured.

JOIN THE AMERICAL ASSOCIATION
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Vol. 2. No. 138 Wednesday September 4, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Cloudy skies with intermittent light rains will continue throughout the forecast. High 92, low 78. Winds
variable at 8 knots. (B-6)

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Action in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical Zone increased slightly
yesterday as Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 30 VC killed, 16 NVA Kkilled, and six
individual weapons captured.

In scattered action throughout the 196th Inf. Bde's area of operations yesterday, "Charger" units killed 16
VC, two NVA, and captured three individual weapons.

A company of the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. killed two VC in two separate incidents 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

In an area 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky, another 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company killed four VC and two NVA in
four separate contacts.

Reconnaissance elements of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed two VC in two separate contacts yesterday four
miles south of Hoi An.

A company of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. engaged and killed one VC six miles south of Hoi An. The unit later
killed five VC in the same area.

A company of the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. found the body of one VC killed by small arms fire and one M-79 grenade
launcher 13 miles south of Hoi An.

Another company of the same battalion was led by a VC female to a K-44 rifle concealed in a hut 24 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

A company of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. was fired on by snipers. The unit returned fire killing one VC and
capturing one AK-47 33 miles west of Tam Ky.

Scattered action in the 11th Inf. Bde's. area of operations yesterday resulted in nine VC killed, eight NVA
killed, and three individual weapons captured in Quang Ngai Province.

A company of the 1st Bn., 21st Inf. killed eight VC south of Quang Ngai yesterday.

Yesterday morning troops of a company of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. killed one VC, detained one suspect, and
captured two hand grenades and ammunition ----Not Readable------

Yesterday afternoon soldiers of another 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed three NVA and captured two AK-47
rifles and a pistol belt with grenades five miles west of Quang Ngai City. Later the same unit killed five NVA
and captured one AK-47 seven miles west of Quang Ngai.

In the 196th Inf. Bde's. area of operations around Chu Lai yesterday "Brave and Bold" soldiers and
supporting air power reported six NVA killed, and five VC killed.

A search through an area west of Chu Lai by a company of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. uncovered the bodies of five
dead NVA yesterday. The five NVA were killed by fighter bombers flying in support of the battalion Sunday.

In the same area a reconnaissance patrol killed two VC.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn. Bn. and helicopters of "F" Troop 8th Cav engaged and killed two VC in
separate action south of Chu Lai yesterday.

The reconnaissance platoon of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. located four enemy bunkers containing three 60mm
mortar rounds and 350 AK-47 rounds south of Chu Lai yesterday. Later the platoon found the body of one
NVA in a grave in the same area.

A company of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. killed one VC east of Tien Phuoc yesterday.

Civic Action soldiers of the 196th treated 170 Vietnamese during three MEDCAPS yesterday.

Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and 15 wounded and evacuated for treatment.
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Vol. 2. No. 140 Friday September 6, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SATURDAY
Cloudy skies with rain and gusty winds ending in the afternoon. High 89, low 75. Winds southwesterly at 10
knots. (B-6)
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL l0)--Action slowed in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical Zone
yesterday as Division forces and supporting elements reported eight VC killed, three NVA killed, seven VC
suspects detained, and three individual weapons captured.

Heavy rain failed to stop 198th Inf. Bde soldiers yesterday as they accounted for two VC and two NVA
killed, three weapons captured, and discovered two enemy base camps.

The reconnaissance platoon of the 1st Bn., 52d Inf. led by 1LT James A. Lockhart (Montpelier, Ohio) was
involved in one contact yesterday. The "Ready Rifles" spotted three NVA west of Chu Lai. The three were
engaged., killing two and capturing two AK-47 rifles, two hand grenades, and 155 rounds of AK-47
ammunition.

Early yesterday morning a 1st Bn., 46th Inf. company found the body of one VC killed in action Wednesday
night. A CAP team found a VC killed in the same area by the 198th's 1st Bn., 14th Artillery.

Later that morning a reconnaissance platoon of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. operating five miles west of Chu Lai
discovered a large bunker complex used within the past two or three days.

Operating in the same area a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company commanded by CPT Francis X. Brennan (Boston,
Mass.) found an NVA base camp which was capable of holding 25 people.

A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company found one individual weapon yesterday seven miles southwest of Tien Phuoc.

Civic Action soldiers of the "Brave and Bold" Brigade treated 317 Vietnamese during two MEDCAPs
yesterday.

Scattered action throughout the 196th Inf. Bde's area of operations yesterday accounted for five VC and
one NVA killed in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa.

3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed one evading VC 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Another 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed another evading VC 18 miles west of Tam Ky.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company while searching and area 24 miles northwest of Tam Ky, engaged a group of
enemy soldiers in a hut after the enemy threw hand grenades at the unit. Three VC and ore NVA killed
resulted from that contact.

11th Inf. Bde's. "Jungle Warriors" reported one VC killed, and seven suspects detained as enemy contacts
dropped in the Quang Ngai Province yesterday.

Yesterday morning "Sykes Regulars" of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed an evading VC three miles
southeast of LZ Bronco.

A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained three VC suspects on a trail 4 miles west of Quang Ngai City. Another
"Old Guard" company detained two VC suspects in other action 12 miles west of Quang Ngai City.

"Primo Aviation Limited" detained a VC suspect in a village seven miles north of Duc Pho.

A 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company detained one VC suspect four miles southeast of the "Jungle Warriors" home.

No enemy contacts were reported in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav's area of operations yesterday.

Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and nine wounded and evacuated for treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374 as an
authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of
the Army. Join the Americal Division Veterans Association. Check with your First Sergeant or the Information
Office.




Vol. 2. No. 141 Saturday September 7, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
SUNDAY

Cloudy skies with occasional light rain this morning continuing last this afternoon and tonight. High 95, low
79. Winds northwest at 8 to 12 knots. (B-6)

CHU LAI (AMERICAL lO)--Action increased in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical Zone
yesterday as Division forces and supporting elements killed 23 VC, one NVA and captured one crew-served
and five individual weapons.

Fighting erupted west of Quang Ngai City yesterday as 11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle Warriors" and supporting
elements killed 20 VC, detained 14 suspects and captured one crew-served and four individual weapons.

"E" Troop, 1st Sgdn, 1st Cav. killed one evading VC six miles west of Quang Ngai City.

"Sharks" of the 174th Aviation Company killed two VC in separate actions eight and 10 miles west of the
Province Capital.

A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed three VC and captured two AK-47 rifles near a tunnel complex eight miles
southwest of Quang Ngai City. Another company of the battalion killed two more VC in a small valley 10
miles west of metropolitan Quang Ngai.

"Aero Scouts” of the 123rd Aviation Bn., led the day's total with 11 VC killed. Ten of the VC killed in action
nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai were wearing Khaki uniforms. In that contact one M1 carbine, one RPG,
one AK-50, and documents were captured. "Aero Scouts” killed the other VC near highway 58 in the same
site. The "Aero Scouts" also detained five suspects in the area west of Quang Ngai City.

A reconnaissance element of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. detained six suspects in separate actions. Three of the
suspects were captured near a large tunnel complex near a trail seven miles northwest of the Province
Capital. Later a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company killed one VC in the same area.

A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company detained two suspects west of Quang Ngai. In the same area a 4th Bn., 3d Inf.
company detained one VC suspect.

Light action in the 196th Inf. Bde's area of operations accounted for one VC killed and one individual
weapon captured.

An Americal Division reconnaissance patrol observed a group of VC evade into a hut. An artillery fire
mission called, resulting in one VC killed 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company found one French SMG 36 miles west of Tam Ky.

Action slowed down yesterday as 198th Inf. Bde. soldiers reported one NVA killed.

Yesterday morning a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company discovered an NVA grave west of Chu Lai. Another
"Regulars" company operating in the same area found a small unit base camp.

Yesterday afternoon a 1st Bn., 46th Inf. company found an NVA pack containing documents and detained
one suspect.

Two other 198th Inf. Bde. units detained two additional suspects during search and clear operations.

A 5th Bn., 46 Inf. company found three small tunnels while checking and area after receiving sniper fire.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported two VC killed by "F" Troop 8th Cav., one in the Burlington Tralil
area and one in the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area.

Division forces suffered 6 soldiers killed and six wounded and evacuated for treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
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Vol. 2. No. 145 Wednesday September 12, 1968 (September 12, 1968 was Thursday).

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

THURSDAY

Partly cloudy skies with scattered afternoon and evening showers.
High 92, low 77. Winds northeasterly at 10 knots. (B-6)

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Action increased slightly yesterday in the Americal Division's southern | Corps
Tactical Zone as Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 13 NVA and 13 VC killed and four
individual weapons captured.

Increased action in the Quang Ngai Province yesterday resulted in 13 NVA and eight VC killed, one
suspect detained and four weapons were captured by the 11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle Warriors".

The "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. began the day by detaining one VC suspect and finding one NVA
killed by artillery. Later they engaged and killed eight NVA with the aid of artillery.

Air strikes near Quang Ngai accounted for four VC killed. The strikes were directed by a 4th Bn., 3d Inf.
company. Later in the same vicinity, "Old Guard" soldiers from another company found two .45 cal. sub
machine guns in bushes near a hut that had been destroyed by an air strike. One K-44 rifle was later found in
the same area.

A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed three NVA west of Quang Ngai. “"Always First" soldiers of another
company found one NVA soldier killed by artillery. One AK-47 rifle was found with the body.

"Sykes Regulars" of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed two VC eight miles south of Duc Pho. Another
company of the battalion killed another two VC in the hill country west of LZ Bronco.

Action remained scattered and light in the 198th Inf. Bde's. area of operations yesterday as "Brave and
Bold" soldiers killed three VC.

A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company commanded by 1LT Michael Hutton (Austin, Tex.) engaged two VC fleeing
from a village in the Operation Burlington Trail area, killing one. Later two more VC were killed by the
"Professionals” in the same area.

A company of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. led by CPT. Francis X. Brennan of Boston, Mass.) discovered a base
camp located in the rocket ridge area west of Chu Lai yesterday.

Civic Action soldiers of the Bde. treated 420 Vietnamese during seven medical visits in the last two days.

"Chargers" of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed two VC in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa.

The reconnaissance platoon of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. engaged and killed one VC 11 miles south of Hoi An.

A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed one VC with small arms fire 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported one suspect detained by their "B" Troop yesterday.

Division forces suffered one soldier killed and 15 wounded and evacuated for treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
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This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO96374 authorized
Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of the Army.



Vol. 2. No. 146 Thursday September 12, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
FRIDAY
Partly cloudy skies with scattered afternoon and evening showers.
High 92, low 77. Winds northeast at 10 knots. (B-6)
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)---Action remained scattered in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical
Zone yesterday as Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 22 VC killed and one weapon
captured.

Operation Champaign Grove began on 4 Sept. in an area 20 miles west of Quang Ngai City. Elements of
the 11th Inf. Bde. and the 2nd ARVN Div. have killed 110 VC and 13 NVA, detained 27 suspects, and
captured one crew-served and 14 individual weapons in the combined operations.

Light action in Quang Ngai Province yesterday resulted in eight VC killed, one suspect detained and one
weapon captured during operations by 11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle Warriors".

The U.S. Air Force accounted for two VC killed yesterday morning when a forward Air Control plane
returned fire on two ground gunners, killing both nine miles west of Quang Ngai.

Troops of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found three VC killed by air strikes 10 miles west of Quang Ngai City.

Infantrymen of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company detained two VC who led them to a near tunnel near huts nine
miles north of Quang Ngai City. Soon after the two VC entered the tunnel there was a large explosion, killing
both VC. Later they killed another VC in the same vicinity.

"Old Guard" soldiers of another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found one automatic weapon in bushes by a trail
11 miles west of Quang Ngai City.

Cavalrymen of "E" Troop, 1st Cav. detained one VC suspect by a trail near a mortar site which had been
used to attack LZ Bronco. The mortar site was less than two miles west of the "Jungle Warriors" home.

Elements of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed nine VC yesterday in the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area.

A reconnaissance element of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. in three separate actions yesterday killed a total of six VC
nine miles south of Hoi An.

Two 3d Bn., 21st Inf. companies killed three more VC in the same area in two separate contacts.

Two air strikes were flown in support of the 196th yesterday resulting in one secondary explosion.

Action centered west and northwest of Chu Lai yesterday in the 198th Inf. Bde's. area of operations as one
light contact, the discovery of a rice cache, and one VC killed highlighted activity.

A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company commanded by 1LT Nicholas Holmes (St. Cloud Minn.) found 400 pounds of
rice yesterday during a search and clear mission in the Burlington Trail area. The rice was booby-trapped
with two M-26 grenades which were discovered and destroyed.

A reconnaissance element of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. accounted for one VC killed yesterday.

In other action a 1st Bn., 6th Infantry company commanded by CPT. Francis X. Brennan (Boston, Mass.)
ran into an unknown size enemy force in bunkers on the "rocket ridge" west of Chu Lai. Two air strikes were
called in on the NVA unit which was firing on the "Regulars" with automatic weapons and rolling grenades
down a hill into the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. soldier's positions. Results of the contact are unknown at this time.

The remainder of the Bde's action centered south of Chu Lai where a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company commanded
by CPT Peter L. Lawson (Taunton, Mass.) discovered two M-16 anti-personnel mines, several spider holes,
and documents during a search and clear mission.

"H" Troop, 17th Cav. soldiers operating with the "Ready Rifles" found and destroyed one 8 inch dud round.

Civic Action soldiers of the Bde. treated 301 Vietnamese yesterday during five MEDCAPS.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported four VC killed yesterday in the Burlington Trail area. "F" Troop,
8th Cav. accounted for three of the VC killed and "C" Troop, 1st Cav.accounted forth other VC killed.

Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and 35 wounded and evacuated for treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding; MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10; Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414




Vol. 2. No. 147 Friday September 13, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SATURDAY

Mostly cloudy to cloudy with intermittent showers. High 90, low 77, Winds northeast at 8 to 10 knots. (B-6)
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Action remained scattered in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical
Zone yesterday as Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 29 VC and four NVA killed, two
crew-served and three individual weapons captured.

Fighting in the 11th Inf. Bde's. area of operations yesterday resulted in 14 VC and four NVA killed, two
suspects detained, and two crew-served and three individual weapons captured.

A Vietnamese national recently escaped from the Viet Cong (who had used him as impressed labor) led
troops of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company to a complete 105mm howitzer buried near the base of a hill eight miles
west of Quang Ngai City. The Vietnamese had been forced to help bury the howitzer during the last TET
offensive.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed a total of eight VC in four separate contacts yesterday 15 miles
west of Quang Ngai City. Later the "Aero Scouts" killed an NVA and captured his AK-47 on mile southwest of
the Ha Thanh Special Forces Camp. The "Aero Scouts" also detained two suspects west of Quang Ngai City.
One of the suspects had blood on his clothing, but no wounds.

Soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed three NVA and captured two AK-47 rifles and one RPD light
machine gun in separate actions near the Ha Thanh Special Forces Camp yesterday.

Yesterday morning two evading VC were killed by a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company eight miles north of Duc
Pho. Later in the day the "Sykes Regulars” killed another VC in a firefight 11 miles north of LZ Bronco.

In other action yesterday the U.S. Air Force killed three VC during an air strike 12 miles west of Quang Ngai
City.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 12 VC yesterday in the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa.

"Legionnaires” of a 2d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed one evading VC 25 miles northwest of
Tam Ky.

"Polar Bears" of a 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company called an air strike on an area where an aircraft previously
received fire, killing one VC 31 miles west of Tam Ky.

In an area centered 15 miles west of Tam Ky, Gimlets" of two 3d Bn., 21st Inf. killed four VC in two contacts
12 miles southwest of Hoi An.

A reconnaissance element of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed four VC in two contacts 12 miles southwest of Hoi
An.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged a group of VC hiding in a tunnel 29 miles west of Tam Ky, killing three
of them.

Three VC were killed in light scattered activity in the 198th Inf. Bde. area yesterday.

A force from a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Lawrence G. Johnson (Westchester, Ill.) engaged two
VC yesterday afternoon 23 miles northwest of Chu Lai. One VC was killed by the "Professionals” in that
jungle skirmish.

An element of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. "Regulars" discovered a series of six spider holes while sweeping the
ridge line west of Chu Lai.

Gunships of "F" Troop, 8th Cav. supporting 198th ground troops, reported killing two VC and destroying four
camouflaged enemy huts yesterday afternoon 15 miles west of Chu Lai.

"Brave and Bold" soldiers and medics of the 198th treated 545 Vietnamese yesterday during five
MEDCAPs.

No significant contacts were reported in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav's. area of operations yesterday.

Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and eight wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
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Vol. 2. No. 150 Monday September 16, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT TUESDAY

Mostly fair to partly cloudy with showers in the afternoon and evening. High 95, low 78. Winds variable at
5 knots. (B-6)

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action remained steady in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical Zone
yesterday as Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 38 VC killed and three individual
weapons captured.

Action remained steady in the 198th Inf. Bde's. area of operations yesterday as "Brave and Bold" soldiers
and supporting gunships accounted for 29 VC killed, three weapons captured, and nine suspects detained
during action centered south of Chu Lai.

The first action yesterday morning netted one VC suspect detained as the "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn.
Bn. swooped down to detain the single suspect attempting to avoid detection. Later that morning "Ready
Rifles" of the 1st Bn., 52d Inf. located and detained two more suspects.

As the "Scouts" continued their search for enemy, they spotted and killed one VC as he attempted to evade
the helicopter.

A company of the 1st Bn., 52d Inf. commanded by 1LT Jack W. Sorensen (Council Bluffs, lowa) while
making a sweep south of Chu Lai, engaged a group of VC, killing two.

In later action the "Aero Scouts" engaged and killed four VC in the same area.

North of Chu Lai a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company detained four suspects late yesterday.

"Regulars” of a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company detained two suspects west of Chu Lai.

Late yesterday evening "Aero Scouts” of the 123d Avn. Bn. engaged an estimated VC company, resulting in
22 VC killed and three carbines captured approximately nine miles south of Chu Lai.

"Charger" of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed six VC in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.

In an area centered 15 miles west of Tam Ky, "Gimlets" of two 3d Bn., 21st Inf. companies killed three VC in
three separate actions.

Later one of the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. companies called artillery, gunships, and air strikes on numerous sniper
positions in the same area. A thorough search of the area disclosed numerous enemy fighting positions
destroyed and one VC killed.

The "Chargers" command and control helicopter observed two VC evading eight miles south of Hoi An. The
enemy was engaged with M-60 machinegun fire, killing one VC.

Bde. aerial observers called in artillery on a group of VC who evaded into a hut. A check of the area
disclosed one VC killed nine miles southwest of Hoi An.

In Operation Champaign Grove yesterday Americal Division units reported three VC killed and 17 suspects
detained during operations.

The 1st Sgdn., 1st Armored Cav's. "Blue Ghost" of "F" Trp., 8th Cav. killed two VC yesterday after receiving
automatic weapons fire near the Tra Khuc River 12 miles west of Quang Ngai.

A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. artillery observation post nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai confirmed one VC killed by
artillery in that area.

In the 11th Bde's Duc Pho area of operations an intelligence source led Viethamese National Police and
their advisor, SSG Lones R. Warren (Taylors, S.C.) of the 11th Bde. MPs, to a large tunnel complex two miles
west of Duc Pho where an estimated 15 tons of rice were stored. MACV personnel from Duc Pho will
distribute the rice to needy villagers.

"It's the most elaborate tunnel system I've seen in my three years in Vietnam," said SSG Warren. "Probably
150 meters long and constructed by engineers, with caverns as big as tent kits."

Division forces suffered one soldier killed and six wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.
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Vol. 2. No. 152 Wednesday September 18, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT THURSDAY

Mostly fair with scattered showers. High 95, low 77 Winds from north northeast at 10 knots.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was scattered yesterday in the Americal Division's southern | Corps
Tactical Zone as Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 11 VC and eight NVA killed and one
crew-served and four individual weapons captured.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. and supporting elements killed eight VC and captured one individual
weapon in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.

The 2d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter killed two VC 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company in two separate incidents nine miles south of Hoi An killed two VC and
captured one M-16 rifle. The battalion command and control helicopter later killed two VC in the same area.

A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. "Gimlet" company killed one evading VC 15 miles west of Tam Ky.

"F" Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC four miles east of Thang Binh.

Scattered enemy contacts yesterday resulted in eight NVA and three VC killed, two suspects detained, and
three individual and one crew-served weapon captured during operations by 11th Bde. infantrymen in Quang
Ngai Province.

Troops of a (A Company) 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed three NVA and then discovered a weapons and
supply cache containing one RPD light machinegun, two AK-47 rifles, six RPG-7 rocket rounds, six Chicom
hand grenades, one M-26 hand grenade, three RPD machinegun drums, over 1500 rounds of AK-47 ammao.,
600 rounds of M-16 ammo., pouch, nine NVA packs, one U.S. trip flare, three NVA first aid packs, two NVA
helmets, and assorted documents. The cache was found near a trail 20 miles west of Quang Ngai City.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed two VC in separate actions near huts located near the Tra Khuc
river 15 and 16 miles west of Quang Ngai City. The "Scouts" also captured an M-1 carbine and detained one
suspect in that action.

11th Bde. MPs from Duc Pho killed an evading VC near a hut four miles northwest of the "Jungle Warriors"
home.

A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed five NVA yesterday after receiving automatic weapons fire about three
miles southwest of Ha Thanh.

In action late Monday night troops of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company detained one suspect among huts near the
Tra Khuc River 15 miles west of Quang Ngai City.

Action was light and scattered in the 198th Inf. Bde. area of operations yesterday as "Brave and Bold'
soldiers denied the enemy supplies and destroyed booby traps.

"Professionals” of a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company found 400 pounds of rice the VC had cached in the hills
northwest of Chu Lai. Later the company found and destroyed three booby traps.

Three M-79 rounds were found by a company of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. as they searched a ridge line west of
Chu Lai.

Another "Regulars" unit of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. treated 426 Viethamese during five MEDCAPs north of Chu
Lai yesterday.

1st Bn., 52d Inf. Civic Action soldiers brought the total of civilians treated yesterday to 472 as the "Ready
Rifles" attended to 46 more Viethamese civilians.

"Dragoons" of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported no significant contacts in their area of operations
yesterday.

Division forces suffered six soldiers killed and 31 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO96374 as an
authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of
the Army.



Vol. 2. No. 154 Friday September 20, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SATURDAY

Fair skies with afternoon and evening showers. High 95, low 78. Winds northeast at 10 knots. (B-6)
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Action remained mostly scattered yesterday in the Americal Division's southern |
Corps Tactical Zone as Division forces reported 52 NVA and 13 VC killed and seven crew-served and four
individual weapons captured.

Fighting in the 11th Inf. Bde's. area of operations yesterday resulted in 46 NVA and three VC killed, one
individual weapon captured, and eight suspects detained.

Troops of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company found 26 NVA killed in a contact with another company of the
battalion late Wednesday night. The bodies were found near a trail 17 miles west of Quang Ngai City.
Another 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company found five NVA and two VC killed Wednesday night near the same site.

Later in the day a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company found 60 spider holes containing 10 NVA killed, 10 RPG-7
rounds, six 57mm recoilless rifle rounds, 10 60 mm mortar rounds, 500 pounds of rice, and miscellaneous
web gear all in a valley 17 miles west of Quang Ngai City. Near the same site another 1st Bn., 20 Inf.
company found five more NVA floating in a stream. Later that afternoon the company found one AK-47 rifle
near a trail at the base of a hill 16 miles west of Quang Ngai City.

The command and control element of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. detained three suspects near a stream four miles
north of Duc Pho and another company of the battalion detained three suspects in separate actions among
rice paddies five miles north of Duc Pho.

Another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained one suspect hiding near Highway 1 nine miles south of Duc Pho.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for nine VC and one NVA killed and one individual weapon
captured in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.

In separate incidents yesterday a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed two VC 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Another 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed one NVA and captured his AK-47 rifle 13 miles southwest of Hoi An.

A company of the 26th Engr. Bn. found one VC body yesterday northwest of Tam Ky.

The recon. plt. of the 3d Bn. 21st Inf. engaged a group of VC 11 miles west of Tam Ky, killing two.

In three separate incidents seven miles south of Hoi An, the recon. plt. of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed three
VC.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC nine miles south of Hoi An yesterday when they returned fire on
a sniper.

"Brave and Bold" soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed five NVA and one VC and captured seven crew-
served and two individual weapons in their area of operations yesterday.

A company of the 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. commanded by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council Bluffs, lowa) teamed
with war dogs of the 57th Inf. Plt. (Scout Dog) and the Air Force to inflict the day's largest losses on the
enemy.

Forward air observers of the 198th Inf. Bde. directed an air strike on an enemy base camp located in the
hills 13 miles west of Tam Ky, killing five NVA.

Following the air strikes, CPT Sorensen's company moved into the area. A large cache was uncovered in
the base camp.

Captured items included one .45 cal. pistol, one shotgun pistol, 400 rounds of AK-47 ammo., 100 rounds of
.51 cal. ammo., 50 pounds of rolled commo wire, one NVA switchboard, 12 NVA ruck sacks, 100 pounds of
rice, 39 B-40 rocket rounds, 11 82mm mortar rounds, six 122mm rockets, 22 57mm recoilless rifle rounds,
one 82mm mortar tube, first aid kits, medical supplies, and 15 NVA uniforms.

An Op of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. killed one VC who sniped at the "Professionals" south of Chu Lai late
Wednesday night.

Civic Action soldiers of the Bde. treated 403 Vietnamese during 10 MEDCAPS yesterday.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported no significant contacts in their area of operations yesterday.

Division forces suffered one soldier killed and 14 wounded and evacuated for med. treatment.




Vol. 2. No. 155 Saturday September 21, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
SATURDAY

Mostly fair to partly cloudy with showers late afternoon.

High 93 Low 75. Winds variable at 5 knots.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)-Action was light and scattered in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Zone
yesterday as Division forces killed 11 VC, captured one NVA soldier, and captured one crew-served and 13
individual weapons.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed five VC in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.

"F" Trp., 17th Cav. killed one VC with .50 cal. machine gun fire yesterday 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed one evading VC with small arms fire 17 miles west of Tam Ky. In the same
area the command and control helicopter of the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. engaged and killed one VC.

The recon. plt. of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. engaged and killed one VC with small arms fire seven miles south of
Hoi An.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed one evading VC with small arms fire nine miles south of
Hoi An yesterday.

"Brave and Bold" soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. and supporting units killed three VC, captured one NVA,
and one crew-served and 13 individual weapons during scattered contacts in their area of operations
yesterday.

A 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company captured one NVA while searching an area west of Tam Ky. A further probe of
the area produced an enemy weapons cache containing four M-16 rifles, five M-14 rifles, one shot gun, two
AK-47 rifles, and one RPG-7.

'‘Aero Scouts' of the 123d Avn. Bn. flying over the area being searched by the 1st Bn., 52 Inf.. spotted one
VC. The enemy was engaged and killed. Later they found on M-1 carbine in the same vicinity.

The recon. plt. of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. led by 1LT William G. Mullen (Falmouth, Mass.) killed one evading
VC southwest of Chu Lai yesterday afternoon.

Join the Americal Division Veterans Association. Check with your First Sergeant or the Information Office.

The 'Aero Scouts' of the 123d Avn. Bn. received small arms fire from a group of VC yesterday afternoon
northwest of Chu Lai. The 'Scouts' returned fire, killing one VC.

Civic Action soldiers of the 198th Bde. treated 153 Viethnamese during four MEDCAPSs yesterday.

Light enemy contact in the 11th Inf. Bde's. area of operations resulted in three VC killed and 10 suspects
detained.

Soldiers of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company killed two VC and detained five suspects in separate actions near
Duc Pho. The "Old Guard" soldiers spotted some VC throwing hand grenades from a tunnel. "Old Guard"
soldiers returned fire killing one VC. One suspect was detained in that action. The exchange took place six
miles north of Duc Pho. The troops later killed another VC near a village eight miles northwest of Duc Pho.
The 'Old Guard' command and control helicopter detained four suspects in separate actions near a trail and
huts two and three miles northwest of Duc Pho yesterday.

Gunships of "F" Trp., 8th Cav. killed an evading VC wearing a khaki uniform and detained one evading
suspect in separate actions near the Tra Khuc River 15 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported no contacts in their area of operations yesterday.

Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and five wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.
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Vol. 2. No. 157 Monday September 23, 1968 (B-6)
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT MONDAY
Cloudy Skies Afternoon and Evening Showers. High 89 Low 75
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Action in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical Zone increased
yesterday as Division forces accounted for 38 NVA and 18 VC killed and four crew-served and 16 individual
weapons captured.

Attacks by 11th Inf. Bde. soldiers resulted in 38 NVA and four VC killed, two suspects detained, and four
crew-served and 16 individual weapons captured yesterday in Quang Ngai Province.

Soldiers of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company led by CPT William J. Adams (Madison, Ind.) killed 31 NVA,
captured four crew-served and 16 individual weapons and detained one NVA suspect during heavy action
south and west of the Ha Thanh Special Forces Camp 15 miles west of Quang Ngai City.

The "Sykes Regulars" attacked an NVA force in fortified bunkers and tunnels at the base of a hill near Route
58, less than one mile south of Ha Thanh, killing 25 NVA. The following weapons were captured: 11 AK-47
rifles, one RPG-7, one RPG rocket launcher, one 57mm recaoilless rifle, two flare pistols, one RPG light
machine gun, and one .45 cal. pistol.

Earlier yesterday, the company came across two NVA playing dead, near Route 58, one mile southwest of
Ha Thanh. The "Sykes Regulars" killed them both and captured one carbine. Troops of the company also
detained one NVA suspect in a hole near the same site.

The company also killed four NVA in two other contacts and captured one AK-47 rifle.

‘Aero Scouts' of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed seven NVA near the location of yesterday's action south of Ha
Thanh.

In other action yesterday troops of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained one VC suspect six miles north of
Duc Pho.

A battery of the 6th Bn., 11th Arty. accounted for four VC killed Northwest of Duc Pho.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. along with elements of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. killed 11 VC in
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. and Burlington Trail yesterday.

While destroying spider holes with a bulldozer 10 miles west of Tam Ky, "Dragoons” of a Trp. of the 1st
Sqdn. 1st Armored Cav. killed one VC hiding in one of the spider holes.

Another Trp. of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav., came under RPG fire which caused light damage to an
armored personnel carrier. Then a Kit Carson Scout and a US soldier leaped from the APC and charged the
enemy position killing three VC.

A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed one VC with small arms fire 10 miles west of Tam Ky.
Another company of the battalion killed one VC with small arms and M-79 fire nine miles west of Tam Ky.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed with small arms fire one evading VC nine miles south of
Hoi An.

A 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company spotted several VC in the open. Gunship in the area moved in killing one VC
nine miles west of Tam Ky.

Action increased in the 198th Inf. Bde. yesterday as "Brave and Bold" soldiers killed four VC in scattered
action throughout their area of operations.

"Professionals” of a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company killed one VC while defending their fire support base south of
Chu Lai during a mortar and small arms attack Saturday night.

A battery of the 1st Bn., 14th Arty. commanded by CPT Elvus J. Farrow (Shidler, Okla.) killed two VC who
launched a satchel and grenade attack against their position north of Chu Lai shortly before day break
yesterday morning.

Armored personnel carriers of "H" Trp., 17th Cav killed one VC and captured nearly 500 pounds of
explosives near Tam Ky Saturday night. The VC who was apparently on a demolitions mission, was killed as
the "Hell Cats" spotted him in a boat moving down a river.

Division forces suffered five soldiers killed and 40 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding; MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10; Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or2414



Vol. 2. No. 158 Tuesday September 24, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

WEDNESDAY

Cloudy Skies Afternoon and Evening Showers High 87 Low 73. (B-6)
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)-Action was light and scattered in the Americal Division's southern | Corp Tactical
Zone yesterday as Division forces accounted for 15 VC killed.

Scattered light action in Quang Ngai Province yesterday resulted in eight VC killed and two suspects
detained during operations by "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn. Bn. killed six VC at the base of a hill 35 miles northeast of Duc Pho.

Infantrymen of a 3rd Bn., 1st Inf. company killed two VC in separate actions four miles west and northwest
of Duc Pho.

In other action, soldiers of a 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. company detained two VC suspects one mile north of Duc Pho.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed six VC in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa and Burlington Trail
yesterday.

The recon. plt. of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed one VC in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa near Thang Binh.

A 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. company found five VC bodies nine miles west of Tam Ky during operations in the
Burlington Trail area. The VC had been killed by an air strike.

"Brave and Bold" soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed one VC in light scattered action yesterday.

A company of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. commanded by 1LT James J. Frazier (Decatur, ILL.) killed one VC
yesterday while making a sweep southwest of Chu Lai.

Civic Action soldiers of the 198th led by CPT Robert S. Hardy Jr. (Toledo, Ohio) over a period of two days
distributed 600 pounds of food, 70 pounds of clothing, 60 blankets, and assorted medical supplies to citizens
of Binh Son. The citizens of Binh Son were victims of a VC attack four nights ago.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported no contacts in their area of operations yesterday.

Division forces suffered one soldier killed and 23 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 1O
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO96374 as an
authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of
the Army.



Vol. 2. No. 163 Sunday September 29, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT MONDAY
Partly to mostly cloudy with occasional showers. High 90 Low 75. Winds variable at 5 to 10 knots. (B-6)
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)---Action was light and scattered in the southern portion of | Corps Tactical Zone yesterday.
Americal Division forces reported six NVA and 18 VC killed, one crew-served and two individual weapons captured, one
NVA captured, and 14 suspects detained.

Scattered fighting in the 11th Inf. Bde's. area of operations yesterday resulted in nine VC killed and 11 suspects
detained.

Troops of the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. operating with "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Awn. Bn. accounted for six VC killed and five
suspects detained yesterday.

In the first action the two forces combined to kill four VC evading into a cave near a beach 10 miles northeast of Quang
Ngai City.

The other two VC were killed in separate actions near abandoned railroad tracks 12 miles north of Quang Ngai City. One
of the VC killed was wearing a green uniform. The other was killed when the unit spotted and engaged a group of VC.
The group was traveling to the southwest of the area where an engineer unit had just received fire. In that contact five VC
suspects were also detained. One of the detainees had pack marks on his back.

An OP of the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. spotted three VC near huts eight miles west of Quang Ngai City. The "Sykes Regulars"
called in artillery from the 6th Bn., 11th Arty., killing all three.

In other action a recon. plt. from the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. detained two VC suspects without ID cards in a hut seven miles
south of Duc Pho.

A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained another VC suspect without an ID card among rice paddies near the same site.

Another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained three VC suspects near a beach four miles southeast of Duc Pho.

In operation Wheeler/Wallowa, "Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed eight VC yesterday.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company engaged and killed with small arms fire a VC evading 10 miles southwest of Hoi An.

Another 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company was led to a dead VC by a Viethamese boy yesterday. The boy said the VC had keen
wounded by the unit the day before.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company received automatic weapons fire yesterday nine miles west of Tam Ky. The "Gimlets"
returned fire with small arms. After the firing ceased, the unit searched the area. The "Gimlets" spotted a VC hiding in a
spider hole. The enemy was engaged and killed with M-26 grenades.

In an area centered nine miles southwest of Hoi An, a recon. plt of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed two VC.

Blue Ghosts" of "F" Trp., 8th Cav. working with the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. Observed three evading VC. The
gunship engaged the VC, killing all three 15 miles southwest of Hoi An.

Six NVA were killed and one NVA captured as action tapered off in the 198th Inf. Bde's. area of operations
yesterday. One crew-served and two individual weapons were also captured in the Burlington Trail area.

A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Herbert A. Walter (Columbus, Ga.) killed six NVA who attacked
their fire support base Friday night.

The NVA sappers had used a large portion of the night to climb the steep sides of the fire support base
southwest of Chu Lai. But the "Professionals” were alert and opened fire as the enemy approached the
defensive wire.

A search of the area at first light produced the bodies of six NVA and a seventh who had been wounded.
The wounded prisoner was evacuated for medical treatment and interrogation.

Two AK-47 rifles and one RPG were also found in the search.

West of Chu Lai a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company led by CPT Robert L. Hicks Boise, Idaho) destroyed two booby
traps yesterday afternoon. The "Regulars" found the booby traps while on a sweeping mission.

Civic Action soldiers of the Bde. treated 536 Vietnamese civilians during five MEDCAPS yesterday.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported one VC killed and three suspects detained in the Operation Burlington Trail
area yesterday.

"F" Trp., 8th Cav. detained two suspects 15 miles north of Tam Ky.

"C" Trp., of the 1st Sqdn. found one VC body and detained one suspect. 15miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Seven Americal Division soldiers were reported wounded and evacuated for medical treatment as a result of yesterday's
action.

Remember to take your malaria pills daily.




Vol. 2. No. 166 Wednesday October 2, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

THURSDAY

Partly Cloudy Occasional Showers High 88 Low 74 (B-6)
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)-Americal Division soldiers reported two VC killed and 14 suspects detained in
southern | Corps Tactical Zone yesterday.

11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle Warriors" reported one VC killed and 11 suspects detained during operations in
Quang Ngai Province yesterday.

In action near Duc Pho, "Old Guard" soldiers of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company killed one evading VC near a trail
one mile southwest of Duc Pho. The company also detained one VC suspect who had no ID card near the
same site.

Recon. troops of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. detained four VC suspects near abandoned railroad tracks 11 miles
northwest of Duc Pho. Three of the suspects were caught as they tried to flee on bicycles.

Soldiers of another 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company detained two evading VC suspects near a hut two miles north
of Duc Pho.

"Always First" soldiers of another 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company detained one suspected VC who had no ID card
three miles northwest of Duc Pho.

In other action "Old Guard" soldiers of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained one VC suspect whose ID card
had been altered. The suspect was caught near Highway 1, eight miles south of Duc Pho.

"Sykes Regulars” of the 1st Bn. 20th Inf. combined with "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. to detain one
VC suspect hiding atop a hill, five miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.

"Dragoons" of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported one VC killed, one VC captured, and two suspects
detained in their area of operations yesterday.

"Blue Ghosts" of "F" Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC 15 miles west of Tam Ky.

"C" Trp., wounded one VC in a contact 10 miles northeast of Tam Ky yesterday. The VC was evacuated for
medical treatment and interrogation. Two VC suspects were detained in the same area.

Forward air controllers flying in support of the 198th Inf. Bde. ground forces directed 18 air strikes against an
unknown size enemy force west of Tam Ky.

The air strikes ignited five secondary fires and destroyed four enemy bunkers.

390 Vietnamese civilians were treated as a result of five MEDCAPs conducted yesterday, three by
"Professionals" of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., and two by "Regulars” of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf.

196th Inf. Bde. "Chargers" reported no contacts yesterday in their area of operations.

One Americal Division soldier was killed and 22 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment
yesterday.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO96374 as an
authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of
the Army.



Vol. 2. No. 168 Friday October 4, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
SATURDAY

Mostly Cloudy

Evening Showers

High 90 Low 75

(B-6)
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Ten VC killed and three individual weapons captured, was the result of scattered
contacts in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical Zone yesterday.

"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. reported nine VC killed and one VC suspect detained yesterday.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Avn Co. destroyed six structures and killed five VC in response to sniper fire,
15 miles north of Duc Pho.

The "Sharks" also combined with troops of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. to kill one VC on a hillside, two miles east of
Duc Pho.

Troops of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed one VC without an ID card near a village four miles north of Duc
Pho.

"E" Trp., 1st Cav. combined with infantrymen of the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. to kill one VC near huts nine miles
northwest of Quang Ngai City.

The helicopter of the Bde's S-2 Air, accounted for one VC killed near the Tra Khuc River, 14 miles west of
Quang Ngai City.

Yesterday afternoon soldiers of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained a VC tax collector near a clearing, six
miles south of Duc Pho.

In the 198th Inf. Bde's. area of operations, "Charger" units found one dead VC and three individual weapons
yesterday.

Troops of a 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company found the VC body seven miles southwest of Hoi An. He had been
killed by small arms fire.

Another 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company found a tunnel complex in the same area. The complex was large
enough to hold a company size unit. Inside were one M-1 carbine, one K-44 rifle, and one SKS rifle.

Action was light, in the 198th Inf. Bde's. area of operations yesterday.

A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT George L. Harmon (Dothan, Ala.) working with a combined action
patrol discovered two mine fields south of Chu Lai yesterday.

The "Professionals" had unexpectedly come upon the mine field during a sweep of the area. They
coordinated their efforts with a company from the 26th Engrs., who supplied a mine detector, and the Division
EOD team and systematically destroyed the mines.

A short time later they discovered and destroyed a second mine field. In all, the teams destroyed 93 mines
and one booby trapped 105mm howitzer round.

In the Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by 1LT Michael J. Deal (Arlington, Va.)
discovered one protective mask, 20 82mm charges, and one bag of fuses while searching an abandoned hut
west of Tam Ky.

Further to the west a 1st Bn. 46th Inf. company led by CPT Roger Dimsdale (Washington, D.C.) found the
charred remains of enemy equipment that had been burned as a result of air strikes.

Seven air strikes directed by forward air controllers of the 198th Inf. Bde. destroyed 10 enemy bunkers and
ignited one secondary fire west of Tam Ky.

Civic action soldiers of the Bde. treated 669 Vietnamese during six MEDCAPSs.

1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. "Dragoons" reported no contacts in their area of operations yesterday.

Two Americal Division soldiers were reported killed and 19 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment
as a result of yesterday's action.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414




Vol. 2. No. 169 Saturday October 5, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
SUNDAY
Mostly Cloudy Skies
Evening Showers
High 88 Low 75
(B-6)

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division soldiers reported light scattered contact in the southern |
Corps Tactical Zone yesterday. Division forces accounted for five VC and four NVA killed and one individual
and one crew-served weapon captured.

11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle Warriors" killed five VC and detained one VC suspect during operations in Quang
Ngai Province yesterday.

"Always First" soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company led by 1LT Fredric W. Long (Denver, Colo.) killed four
VC near Duc Pho yesterday.

The first was killed while attempting to flee from a village, six miles northwest of Duc Pho. The other three
were killed near Highway 515, six miles west of Duc Pho.

Soldiers of another 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed one VC near a \illage, eight miles north of Duc Pho.

One VC suspect was detained by "Sykes Regulars” of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company 11 miles northwest of
Quang Ngai City. The suspect, caught near a trail, had no ID card. He had pack marks on his shoulders.

Action was scattered as 198th Inf. Bde. "Brave and Bold" soldiers accounted for four NVA killed and one
crew-served weapon captured yesterday.

In the first action of the day, "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. spotted two NVA in the Burlington Trail
area. The gunships opened fire on the NVA who were hiding in the dense jungle west of Tam Ky. Both were
killed.

Late yesterday afternoon a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Floyd M. McLean, Jr. (Ft. Sill, Okla.)
engaged and killed one NVA while searching an area west of Tam Ky. The "Ready Rifles"
captured one RPD light machine gun that the NVA had been carrying.

An Americal Division recon. team killed one NVA northwest of Chu Lai early yesterday evening.

The "Professionals" of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. freated 229 Vietnamese during three MEDCAPSs yesterday.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. reported one K-44 rifle captured by a 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company
yesterday. The rifle was found seven miles southwest of Hoi An.

"Dragoons" of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported negative contacts in their area of operations
yesterday.

Americal Division forces suffered four soldiers wounded and evacuated for medical treatment yesterday.

Join the Americal Division Veterans Association. Check with your First Sergeant or the Information Office.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO96374 as an
authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of
the Army.



Vol. 2. No. 172 Tuesday Octaber 8, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT WEDNESDAY
Partly Cloudy High 96 Low 75
0750-1937-Hours of non-moonlight
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10)--Thirty VC killed and 17 suspects detained were the results of light scattered
enemy contacts in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical Zone yesterday.

"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed 18 VC and detained 17 suspects in action centered northeast of
Quang Ngai City yesterday.

Soldiers of the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. working with "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed eight VC in three
contacts in an area centered 10 miles northeast of the province capital.

Infantrymen of another 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed three VC and detained one VC suspect near huts
11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

"Sykes Regulars" also found four 82mm mortar rounds, four shot gun shells, five mortar fuses, and several
mud bunkers in a village in the same vicinity.

A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found three dead VC near Highway 1, 11 miles south of Duc Pho.

Another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found another VC body late Sunday night near Highway 1, six miles south
of Duc Pho. The VC had been killed by harassment and interdiction fire from the 6th Bn., 11th Arty.

"Old Guard" soldiers also detained five VC suspects near a stream four miles south of Duc Pho.

Late Sunday night troops from a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company detained 11 VC suspects on a beach three miles
north of Duc Pho.

Troops of a another 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company found the body of a VC late Sunday night near Highway 1, four
miles north of Duc Pho.

"Always First" soldiers of one 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed a VC six miles west of Duc Pho.

"Always First" soldiers of one 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed a VC six miles west of Duc Pho.

The 3d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter killed one VC near a village four miles north of Duc
Pho.

In the 196th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations yesterday "Charger" units killed eight VC.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company spotted a group of VC 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The "Guardians" engaged
the enemy with small arms and M-79 fire killing six.

The 2d Bn., 1st Inf. command control helicopter killed one VC three miles south of Que Son.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. reconnaissance platoon engaged and killed one VC seven miles southwest of Hoi An.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported four VC killed in their area of operations yesterday.

The 3d Bn., 16th Arty. killed four VC eight miles west of Tam Ky while firing in support of "B" Trp., 1st Sqdn.

Contacts were light and scattered in the 198th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations yesterday.

A 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT John A Dierden (Minneapolis, Minn.) found a tunnel complex while
searching an area west of Tam Ky. The "Ready Rifles" found 50 pounds of rice in the complex.

"Professionals” of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. held six MEDCAPSs south of Chu Lai. "Regulars” of the 1st Bn., 6th
Inf. held two north of Chu Lai. A total of 914 Viethamese civilians were treated during the eight MEDCAPSs.

Division forces suffered four soldiers wounded and evacuated for medical treatment as a result of
yesterday's contacts.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO96374 as an
authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of
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Vol. 2. No. 173 Wednesday October 9, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
THURSDAY Fair to Partly Cloudy Skies High 95 Low 75
0841-2058--Hours of non-moonlight
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Americal Division units reported light scattered contacts their southern | Corps
Tactical Zone yesterday. Division forces accounted for seven VC and one NVA killed, four individual
weapons captured and 15 suspects detained.

Scattered action in Quang Ngai Province yesterday resulted in three VC killed, 10 suspects detainee, and
three individual weapons captured by 11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle Warriors".

Yesterday morning "Sykes Regulars" of a 1st Bn., 20 Inf. company combined with "Aero Scouts" of the 123d
Avn. Bn. to kill one VC and capture his carbine near a trail 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

Later yesterday morning three miles north of Duc Pho, "Always First" troops of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company
engaged and killed one VC with hand grenades. One M-1 rifle was captured in that action near rice paddies.

Yesterday afternoon another company from the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. killed one fleeing VC and captured his AK-47
rifle seven miles northwest of Duc Pho.

One 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company detained four VC sympathizers near a village two miles north of Duc Pho.

A 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company detained two VC suspects near a village 13 miles northeast of Quang Ngai
City.

In other action "Old Guard" soldiers of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. combined with "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn.
to detain four VC suspects eight miles south of Duc Pho.

In the 196th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations "Charger" units killed two VC and one NVA and captured one
individual weapon.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed one VC with small arms fire eight miles southwest of Hoi
An. Near the same site another 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC and captured his AK-47 rifle.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company engaged and killed one NVA 13 miles southwest of Hoi An.

The 198th Inf. Bde. reported two VC killed in their area of operations yesterday.

A Combined Action Platoon operating south of Chu Lai came under heavy automatic weapons fire
yesterday morning. The platoon called artillery from the 198th's 1st Bn., 14th Arty., resulting in two VC killed.

A 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company found a spider hole complex west of Chu Lai yesterday. A small assortment of
food and supplies were found in the complex. Later in the same area the unit destroyed a booby-trapped
Chicom grenade.

Another 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company detained five VC suspects in the Burlington Trail area yesterday.

"Regulars” of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. held three MEDCAPS; "Professionals” of the 1st Bn., 46th Inf. held one,
and the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. held two. A total of 586 Vietnamese civilians were treated during the six MEDCAPS.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO96374 as an
authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of
the Army.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported negative contact in their area of operations yesterday.
Americal Division forces suffered three soldiers killed and 34 wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment.



Vol. 2. No. 178 Monday October 14, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

TUESDAY Cloudy Skies Rain Showers High 85 Low 73 1347-0113 Hours of nhon-moonlight.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Americal Division units and supporting elements accounted for 16 VC killed and
19 VC suspects detained in the southern | Corps area yesterday.

"Charger" units and supporting elements accounted for 15 VC killed in the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area
yesterday.

In an area 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky a 1st Bn., 2d Inf. OP observeda group of VC harvesting rice in an
unauthorized harvest area. The OP called in artillery, resulting in 5 VC killed.

In an area centered 12 miles west of Tam Ky a reconnaissance element from the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. killed two
VC in two separate contacts.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC seven miles south of Hoi An. The VC was hiding in a stream
when he was killed.

In a series of contacts nine miles south of Hoi An a 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed four VC.

Gunships from the 14th Avn. Bn. engaged a group of VC six miles south of Hoi An, killing two.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. flying in support of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf., engaged and killed one VC seven
miles south of Hoi An.

Action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operations dropped yesterday. "Jungle Warriors" of the brigade killed
one VC and detained three suspects.

The brigade's only kill was credited to early morning atrtillery fire from the 6th Bn., 11th Arty. The VC body
was found in an area seven miles northeast of Duc Pho.

Later in the morning, elements of E Trp., 1st Cav. apprehended two VC suspects in the same area. The
two had been wounded by the artillery barrage.

Elements of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company led by CPT Grady Middleton (Quincy, Fla.) captured a VC suspect
as they moved through rice paddies southeast of Duc Pho.

The 1st Sgdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported 10 VC suspects detained in the Operation Burlington Trail area
yesterday. "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. detained two and A Trp., 1st Cav,, detained eight.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. detained six VC suspects yesterday in the Chu Lai area.

A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Geoge [sic] L. Harmon detained four VC suspects while sweeping
an area yesterday morning. The unit later found and destroyed a tunnel.

Another 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by 1LT James J. Frazier (Decatur, lli.) located and destroyed an
81mm round while searching an area south of Chu Lai.

"Regulars" of a 1st Bn. 6th Bn., company led by CPT Thomas A. Chapman (Schofield Barracks, Hawaii)
detained one VC suspect while sweeping an area west of Chu Lai.

In the Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 52nd Inf., company led by CPT Floyd W. McLean, Jr., (Ft. Sill, Okla.)
captured 700 pounds of rice. The "Ready Rifles" found the rice when they searched two abandoned huts
west of Tam Ky.

A further search of the area revealed a tunnel which the company destroyed.

Shortly afterwards the company detained a VC suspect near the same site.

Civic action soldiers of the brigade treated 183 Viethamese during two MEDCAPS yesterday.

Americal forces suffered two soldiers killed and 17 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment
yesterday.
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Vol. 2. No. 179 Tuesday October 15, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

WEDNESDAY

Cloudy Rain Showers High 88 Low 74 1432-0208 hours of non-moonlight
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Units of the Americal Division accounted for 18 VC and one NVA killed, 16 VC
suspects detained and four individual weapons captured in the southern | Corps area yesterday.

In the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operations yesterday "Charger" units accounted for nine VC killed.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC with small arms fire seven miles northwest of Hoi An.

The 4th Bn., 21st Inf. recon. plt. killed a total of five VC in two separate contacts nine miles northwest of Hoi An

esterday.

Y A 3d B)rlw., 21st Inf. company received approximately 150 rounds of sniper fire 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky yesterday.
The "Gimlets" returned the fire and called in artillery, resulting in two VVC killed. Later in the same area the company kiled
another VC.

Action continued light and scattered in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operations yesterday. "Jungle Warriors" reported eight
VC killed, eight VC suspects detained, and one individual weapon captured.

Late morning action by elements of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. in continued wet weather resulted in three VC killed. The action
took place in an area around the "Always First" forward fire support base, LZ Liz, four miles northwest of Duc Pho.

A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company commanded by CPT James O'Herron (Winona, Minn.) killed the first two VC in two sepaate
contacts in the area centered five miles west of Duc Pho. One of the VC killed was dressed in a green uniform with a
camouflaged scarf. Documents were also found on the VC's body.

Later in the afternoon another company of the battalion commanded by 1LT Larry Birchfield (Albuguerque, N.M.)
engaged and killed the third VC near the same site.

Early in the afternoon the 11th Bde. command and control helicopter engaged two VC three miles east of Duc Pho,
resulting in one VC killed and one suspect detained.

Action in the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. area resulted in four VC suspects detained yesterday.

The first subject was detained six miles southeast of Duc Pho by a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company led by CPT Grady Middleton

Quincy, Fla.).
( Latery anoth)er company of the battalion commanded by CPT Jimmie R. Davis (Denton, Tex.) detained the other three VC
suspects four miles north of Duc Pho.

In action around Quang Ngai City, a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company commanded by CPT Alfred N. Webb (LaJolla, Calif.)
killed four VC, detained three suspects, recovered one M-1 carbine, web gear, medical supplies, and documents seven
miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA, detained four VC suspects, and captured three individual
weapons.

A 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company engaged a small group of NVA in the Burlington Trail area yesterday. The
"Ready Rifles" point man opened fire killing one NVA. Two others dropped their weapons and fled. One M-
16 and two AK-47 rifles were captured as aresult of that action.

Another 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Floyd W. McLean, Jr. (Ft. Sill, Okla.) destroyed one booby
trap which the enemy had hidden in tall grass near rice paddies.

The "Ready Rifles” recon. plt. led by 1LT James A. Lockhart (Montpelier, Ohio) detained three VC suspects
west of Tam Ky yesterday afternoon. None of the military-age males were carrying ID cards.

In the Chu Lai area a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company destroyed one booby trap while on a sweeping mission
south of Chu Lai.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained one VC suspect yesterday afternoon in the Chu Lai area.

Yesterday afternoon a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Herbert A. Walter (Columbus, GA.) found and
destroyed a 45-foot-long tunnel. Later the company uncovered a mine cache. The VC had stored seven
mines and a bag of mine fuses in a tunnel south of Chu Lai. The "Professionals" destroyed the cache.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported one VC killed and four suspects detained yesterday.

"Blue Ghosts" of "F" Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for the one VC killed in the Burlington Trail area.

Also in the Burlington Trail area, "C" Trp., 1st Cav. detained four VC suspects.

The Americal Division suffered no casualties yesterday.




Vol. 2. No. 180 Wednesday October 16, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

THURSDAY

Cloudy Rain Showers High 83 Low 73 1513-0302-hours of hon-moonlight.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces accounted for nine VC killed and 23 VC suspects
detained in the southern | Corps area yesterday.

The 11th Inf. Bde. reported six VC killed and 17 VC suspects detained in their area of operations yesterday.
A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained 16 VC suspects in an area centered three miles south of Duc Pho.
Another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company detained one VC suspect four miles southeast of Duc Pho.

"Always First" soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed two VC in an area centered six miles northwest of
Duc Pho.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Avn. Co., supporting the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. three miles south of Duc Pho killed
one VC.

A 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed two VC in separate actions nine miles east of Quang Ngai City.

Later near the same site another company of the battalion killed one VC.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed three VC in the Operations Wheeler/Wallowa area yesterday.

In action 10 miles south of Chu Lai a 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged two VC, killing one.

In two separate incidents the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter killed two VC 17 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. detained three VC suspects in their area of operations yesterday.

"Aero Scouts of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained three VC suspects in separate incidents south of Chu Lai.

A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company commanded by CPT Herbert A. Walter (Columbus, Ga.) uncovered a cache of
10 M-79 rounds, 13 M-16 AP mines, and a booby trapped M-14 mine in the Chu Lai area.

Later in the day another company of the battalion led by CPT George L. Harmon (Dothan, Ala.) found and
destroyed a booby-trapped 155mm round.

In the Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council Bluffs, lowa)
found and destroyed three booby traps.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav reported three VC suspects detained in the Operation Burlington Trail area
yesterday by its "C" Trp.

One Americal soldier was killed and nine wounded and evacuated for medical treatment yesterday.

The 198th Inf. Bde. reached a milestone yesterday. The "Brave and Bold" soldiers treated their 100,000th
Vietnamese under the MEDCAP program the 1000,000th patient was treated in less than one year since the
brigade has been in the Republic of Vietham. A young Viethamese woman trained by the 1st Bn., 6th Inf.
treated the 100,000th patient.

At the same time, not far away, an Americal Division Veterinarian and Vet technicians from the 52d Inf. PIt.
(Scout Dog) were holding their second VETCAP in the 198th's area of operations.
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Vol. 2. No. 181 Thursday October 17, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

FRIDAY Cloudy Rain Showers High 86 Low 73 1553-0355--Hours of hon-moonlight.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)-Ten VC and one NVA were killed, two individual weapons were captured, and 8
suspects were detained by Americal Division soldiers hiking through heavy monsoon rain and flooded rice
paddies during combat sweeps in southern | Corps yesterday.

In the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area "Charger" elements of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed six VC and
captured one individual weapons.

"Gimlets" of a 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged two VC 10 miles west of Tam Ky yesterday. One VC was
killed and one was detained.

In an area centered 16 miles west of Tam Ky, another 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company killed a total of three VC in
two separate contacts.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged a group of VC with small arms fire seven miles south of Hoi An. Two
VC were killed and one was wounded and detained.

"Polar Bears" of a 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company engaged two VC 21 miles west of Tam Ky. One VC was
wounded and detained and one M-16 rifle recovered.

The 2d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter destroyed a hut containing 1500 pounds of rice 12
miles northwest of Tam Ky.

"Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company found 1000 pounds of rice in a hut 12 miles south of Hoi An.

"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for four VC Kkilled, five VC suspects detained, and three-
and-one-half tons of rice captured.

Elements of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company commanded by CPT Paul C. Place (Kenilworth, N.J.) combined with
"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. to kill two VC while sweeping rice paddies eight miles north of Duc Pho.
The "Always First" company also discovered two caches containing 700 pounds of rice.

"Sykes Regulars” of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company led by CPT George F.Robb (Strongsville, Ohio) killed two
VC and detained five VC suspects while searching an area 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.

"Brave and Bold" soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and captured one individual weapon
yesterday.

A 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council Bluffs, lowa) engaged two NVA west of
Tam Ky yesterday afternoon.

A hail of fire from the "Ready Rifles” company killed one of the NVA and wounded the second. One AK-47
rifle, web gear, and two Chicom grenades were captured from the dead NVA's body.

In a delayed report, troops of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. and the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. treated 1017 Vietnamese in a
four day period during 13 MEDCAPs. Twelve of the MEDCAPs were conducted by the 5th Bn.,46th Inf.

"Dragoons" of the 1st Bn., 1st Armored Cav. reported no significant contacts in their area of operations
yesterday.
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Americal Division forces suffered two soldiers wounded and evacuated for medical treatment yesterday.



Vol. 2. No. 182 Friday October 18, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
SATURDAY Cloudy Rain Showers High 86 Low 73 1632-0450--Hours of non--moonlight

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO0)-Americal Division units accounted for 11 VC killed, seven VC suspects detained,
and 2,250 pounds of rice captured in southern | Corps zone yesterday.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported five VC killed by the 3d Bn., 16th Arty. in the Burlington Trail area
while firing in support of "Dragoons" of "B" Trp., 1st Cav.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for four VC killed and a rice cache captured in the Operation
Wheeler/Wallowa area yesterday.

"Gimlets" of a 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company spotted a group of VC 12 miles south of Hoi An. the enemy was
engaged resulting in one VC Kkilled.

"Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company observed one VC hiding atop a rock 12 miles southwest of Hoi
An. The VC was engaged and killed with small arms fire.

A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed a VC 12 miles west of Tam Ky. Later, near the same site
the "Gimlets" killed a second VC.

A 2,250 pound rice cache was found by a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company 12 miles southwest of Hoi An.

Action in the 11th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations remained light and scattered yesterday. "Jungle Warrior"
units reported two VC killed and two VC suspects detained.

A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company led by 1LT Larry Birchfield (Albugquerque, N.M.) accounted for both enemy Kills.

The "Always First" company engaged and killed the first VC while making a combat sweep four miles north
of Duc Pho. Miscellaneous enemy documents were found on the enemy's body.

Later, the company spotted a second VC hiding in a spider hole. The enemy was engaged and killed. Two
M-26 grenades were captured as a result of that action.

A 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company led by CPT Harold A. Maxson Il (Wichita, Kan.) detained one VC suspect near
Quang Ngai yesterday. The suspect had several items of equipment on his person which a Kit Carson Scout
tentatively identified as NVA issue.

Another 1st Bn., 20th Inf. "Sykes Regulars" company led by CPT Alfred M. Webb (LaJolla, Calif.)
apprehended one VC suspect near the same site.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. detained five VC suspects in their area of operations yesterday.

"Regulars" of a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company led by 1LT Larry Stovall detained one VC suspect north of Chu Lai
yesterday morning.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained two VC suspects yesterday during two separate incidents
south of Chu Lai. The two military-age males were caught trying to flee from the gunships.

A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Herbert A. Walter (Columbus, Ga.) detained two VC suspects
yesterday afternoon. The suspects were detained by the "Professional” while sweeeping an area south of
Chu Lai.

Civic action soldiers of the brigade treated 258 Viethamese during four MEDCAPSs yesterday.

Americal forces suffered two soldiers wounded and evacuated for medical treatment yesterday.
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Vol. 2. No. 183 Saturday October 19, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY

Cloudy Rain Showers High 86 Low 74 1711-0542--Hours of non-moonlight
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units accounted for 40 VC and one NVA killed, 24 VC
suspects detained, and six individual weapons captured in souther | Corps yesterday.

Action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operations picked up sharply yesterday. "Jungle Warrior" infantrymen
killed 26 VC, detained 10 VC suspects and captured four individual weapons.

The action took place on the Song Ve 12 miles south of Quang Ngai City.

In action beginning just before noon yesterday, "Shark" gunships of the 174th Avn. Co. operating with 3d
Bn., 1st Inf. soldiers engaged a group of approximately 15 enemy soldiers, killing three VC.

A short time later a 3d Bn. , 1st Inf. company commanded by CPT James O'Herron (Winona, Minn.) killed
one VC fleeing their combat sweep in the same area.

The action picked up as the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter engaged three fleeing VC,
killing two and detaining the third.

At the same moment, a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company led by 1LT Larry Birchfield (Albuquerque, N.M.) reported
contact with a company-size enemy element across the Song Ve opposite their position. The "Always First
unit called for gunship support.

The company then initiated the action by killing seven VC and capturing two AK-47 rifles.

During the course of the long afternoon battle, the "Always First" unit detained three suspects and captured
a K-44 rifle.

Meanwhile, the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company led by CPT James O'Herron had maneuvered into a blocking
position, killing two VC.

A short time later the company killed a lone evading VC. Then a second VC was killed when he tried to
recover the first VC's body.

"Shark" gunships accounted for one more VC killed during the afternoon.

"War Lord" gunships from the 123d Avn. Bn. flying in support of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. killed five VC.

In other action a 1st Bn., 20th Inf company led by CPT George M. Robb (Strongsville, Ohio) killed two VC
and detained three suspects 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.

A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company commanded by CPT Grady Middleton (Quincy, Fla.) killed one VC, captured an
M-1 carbine, and detained three VC suspects five miles southwest of Duc Pho.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 12 VC and captured one individual weapon in Operation
Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed two VC in two separate incidents seven miles south of Hoi An.

Another 4th Bn., 21st company killed one VC nine miles south of Hoi An.

Another 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC nine miles south of Hoi An.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. recon. plt. spotted a group of VC southwest of Hoi An. The group of VC were engaged with small
arms fire, resulting in three VC killed. Later the unit killed another VC in the same area.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company uncovered a small cache of ammo and equipment, including one AK-47 rifle, 17
miles west of Tam Ky.

A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company, 13 miles west of Tam Ky, observed a small group of VC moving north. The
"Gimlets" called an artillery fire mission, resulting in one VC killed.

A reconnaissance element from the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. killed one VC 12 miles west of Tam Ky.

Three VC were killed seven miles west of Tam Ky by a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company yesterday.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported two VC killed and three VC suspects detained 10 miles northwest
of Tam Ky by "F" Trp., 8th Cav. yesterday.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA, detained 11 suspects and captured one individual weapon
yesterday.

A 1st Bn., 6th Inf. recon. plt. led by 1LT George Wright (Lake Geneva, Wis.) detained one VC suspect west
of Chu Lai yesterday morning.

Two VC suspects were detained south of Chu Lai by a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by 1LT James J.
Frazier (Decatur, Ill.). The two suspects were carrying medical supplies and documents. Later the company
captured an AK-47 rifle while on a searching mission.

(Continued)
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Late yesterday morning a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company led by CPT Robert L. Hicks (Boise, Idaho) detained two
VC suspects while sweeping an area south of Chu Lai. The "Regulars" also found and destroyed one home-
made mine in the same area.

"Professionals” of a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. recon. plt. led by 1Lt William G. Mullen (Falmouth, Mass.) killed one
NVA west of Chu Lai yesterday afternoon.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained six VC suspects in the Chu Lai area.

In the Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Roger Dimsdale (Washington, D.C.)
captured 300 pounds of rice and 100 rounds of .50 cal. ammo while on a reconnaissance in force mission
northwest of Chu Lai.

314 Vietnamese were treated during four MEDCAPs held by the civic action soldiers of the brigade
yesterday.

-Division Losses-

Americal forces suffered four soldiers killed and 22 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment
yesterday.

A joint operation involving Americal Division troops and Vietnamese civilians from the Que Son District of
Quang Ngai Province has resulted in 529,830 pounds of rice harvested to date in the unsecured regions o
the Que Son Valley.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company reported 800 pounds of rice harvested yesterday.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company reported another 500 pounds of rice harvested.

The two 196th Inf. Bde. companies are providing security for the refugees who are daily airlifted into the
area to harvest the rice.



Vol. 2. No. 184 Sunday October 20, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT MONDAY
Rain, Rain, Rain

High 88 Low 74

0546-1722--Hours of non-moonlight 0% Illumination
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Units of the Americal Division accounted for 20 VC and seven NVA killed, 16 VC
suspects detained, one NVA detained, and eight individual weapons captured in southern | Corps yesterday.

Action was moderate in the 11th Inf. Bde. yesterday. "Jungle Warrior" units reported 12 VC killed, six VC
suspects detained, and four individual weapons captured.

Gunships of the 174th Avn. Co. killed five VC six miles south of Duc Pho yesterday.

A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company commanded by CPT John J. Murphy (Springfield, Pa.) moved into the area and
detained two VC suspects. One of the suspects was carrying a lensatic compass.

One of the VC had been carrying a roster of names and two large propaganda posters.

The company also confiscated one altered ID card and one document believed to be a letter of introduction.

A search of the area turned up one MAS-36 rifle, one M-16 rifle, and one K-44 rifle.

Later the 11th Inf. Bde. command and control helicopter commanded by COL John W. Donaldson
(Alexandria, Va.) engaged six VC in the same area. Five VC were killed and one suspect was detained.

The 4th Bn., 3d Inf. command and control helicopter later killed one VC seven miles south of Duc Pho.

A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company commanded by CPT Grady Middleton (Quincy, Fla.) detained two VC suspects
in two separate incidents in the same area.

Later CPT Murphy's company found one M-1 carbine in the area.

A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. recon plt. commanded by 1L T George H. Kinney (Taylor, Mich.) detained one VC suspect
five miles south of Duc Pho.

At the same time the "Old Guard" headquarters section, sweeping the same area, killed one VC.

"Shark™ gunships supporting the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. killed one VC 18 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.

The 198th Inf. Bde. reported 6? NVA and four VC killed with five suspects and one NVA detained.

In the Burlington Trail area 1st Bn., 46th Inf. company led by 1LT David O. Bergeron (Fairfield, Ohio) found
the bodies of two VC west of Tam Ky. The two VC had been killed by fire from the 1st Bn., 14 Arty.

The NVA lost a mess hall to a 1st Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Roger Dimsdale (Washington, D.C.)
yesterday.

The "Professionals” discovered the mess hall while on a reconnaissance in force mission northwest of Chu
Lai. They captured 3000 pounds of rice, 500 pounds of potatoes, candy, 150 dishes, and 15 portable radios.
A further search of the area resulted in one military age male detained and evacuated for interrogation.

A coordinated action by "Ready Rifles" of the 1st Bn., 52d Inf. netted three NVA killed. Also, the 1st Bn.,
52d Inf. recon. plt. led by 1LT Barry Luther (Orange Park, Fla.) sweeping an area west of Tam Ky forced a
small group o NVA to hit a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Floyd W. McLean, Jr. (Ft. Sill, Okla.)

CPT McLean's company opened fire killing the first NVA. The company then followed a blood trail. In a
fight that followed two additional NVA were killed.

The next action for the brigade was a series of contacts by 1LT Bergeron's company.

The company detained one VC suspect while on a reconnaissance in force mission southwest of Tam Ky.

Next they found the bodies of two NVA who had been killed by small arms fire and a VC who had been
killed by artillery fire.

Later the company engaged a VC with a 90mm recoilless rifle fire, resulting in one VC killed.

(Continued)
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"Ready Rifles" of a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by 1LT Michael J. Deal (Arlington, Va.) reported receiving
small arms fire west of Tam Ky. The unit returned the fire wounding one NVA who was detained and
evacuated for interrogation and medical treatment.

One NVA was killed by Dimsdale's company late in the day.

In the Chu Lai area a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by 1LT James J. Frazier (Decatur, lll.) wounded and
detained one VC.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained two VC suspects south of Chu Lai.

Civic action soldiers treated 264 Vietnamese during two MEDCAPs yesterday.

196th Inf. Bde. "Charger" units killed four VC and one NVA, detained two VC suspects, and captured four
individual weapons.



In an area centered 10 miles south of Hoi An, a 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed two VC in two separate
incidents.

The 3d Bn., 21st Inf. recon. plt. engaged a small group of VC 111 miles west of Tam Ky, resulting in one VC
killed and one AK-47 rifle captured.

In an area 12 miles west of Tam Ky, a 3d Bn., 21st Inf. compary killed one NVA, detained two VC suspects,
and captured one SKS rifle and one M-1 carbine in two separate incidents.

"Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company engaged a small group of VC 14 miles southwest of Hoi An, killing
one.

Another company of the battalion found an SKS rifle 24 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported three VC suspects detained in the Burlington Trail area. One
was detained by "B" Trp., 1st Cav. and the other two by "Blue Ghosts" of "F" Trp., 8thCav.

One Americal Division soldier was killed and eight wounded and evacuated for medical treatment
yesterday.



Vol. 2. No. 185 Monday October 21, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT TUESDAY
Rain, Rain, Rain

High 88 Low 74
1752-0645--Hours of non-moonlight 0% illumination

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Eighteen VC and one NVA were killed, four individual weapons captured, and
eight suspects were detained in Southern | Corps yesterday by Americal Division units.

Nine VC and one NVA were killed and three individual weapons were captured by 196th Inf. Bde. "Charger"
units in Operations Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.

A 3rd Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC with M-60 machine gun fire 12 miles west of Tam Ky. The VC
was wearing a grey uniform.

A short time later the "Gimlet" company spotted a group of NVA moving up a trail. A hasty ambush was set
up, resulting in one NVA killed and one AK-47 and one SKS rifle, and four Chicom grenades captured.

Another 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC with M-60 machinegun fire as he fled a hut 14 miles west
of Tam Ky. The VC was wearing a khaki uniform.

"Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed one VC 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. recon. plt. engaged a group of VC fleeing a hut seven miles south of Hoi An. Three VC
were killed and one M-1 carbine was captured.

The "Gimlet" recon. plt. later killed three VC in the same area.

Action in the 11th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations was slowed by heavy rain and winds with gusts up to 35
knots yesterday. "Jungle Warrior" units accounted for six suspects detained.

One VC was killed by a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company commanded by CPT James O'Herron (Winona, Minn.)
during a combat sweep five miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Later in the afternoon the "Always First" unit encountered two more VC. The enemy was engaged resulting
in two VC killed six miles northwest of Duc Pho.

"Old Guard" soldiers of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company led by 1LT Robert F. Woodruff (Columbus, O.) killed two
VC two miles northwest of Duc Pho.

The unit searched the area and found a 100 pound box of TNT.

A short time later the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. command and control helicopter (C&C) commanded by LTC Albert L.
Russel, Jr. (Haleiwa, Ha.) killed one VC three miles west of Duc Pho.

In the same vicinity the C&C detained VC suspects later in the day.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for three VC killed, two suspects detained, one weapon captured, and
a small ammo cache found yesterday.

In the Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council Bluffs, lowa)
detained one VC suspect west of Tam Ky.

A 1st Bn., 46th Inf. company led by 1LT David O. Bergeron (Fairfield, O.) found an enemy ammo cache
hidden in a cave and tunnel complex northwest of Tam Ky.

125 Chicom grenades 44 70mm artillery rounds, 3,100 AK-47 rounds, and eight RPG rockets were among
the items in the cache.

The unit found two VC bodies later in the day near the same site.

1LT Bergeron's company later spotted a small group of VC in the vicinity. An artillery fire mission was
called, resulting in one VC killed.

A 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company engaged two VC five miles west of Chu Lai, wounding one and cgpturing one
AK-47 rifle. The wounded VC was evacuated for medical treatment and interrogation.

In the Chu Lai area a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. Company captured 450 pounds of rice.

480 Vietnamese were treated during five MEDCAPs held by 198th Inf. Bde. sddiers yesterday.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported negative contact in their area of operations yesterday.

Americal losses were one soldier wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)-Americal Division soldiers accounted for 10 VC killed, three suspects detained
and one crew-served weapon captured yesterday.

11th Inf. Bde. soldiers reported five VC Kkilled, two suspects detained and one crew-served weapon
captured.

"Always First" soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company led by Larry S. Birchfield (Albuquerque, N.M.) killed five
VC hiding in a small tunnel in a village, four miles north of Duc Pho. The company also captured one 60mm
mortar and two grenades in that action.

The 4th Bn., 3d Inf. command and control helicopter detained a total two VC suspects in two incidents in an
area centered five miles south of Duc Pho.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed four VC and detained one VC suspect in Operation
Wheeler/Wallowa.

"Gimlets" of a 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC 15 miles west of Tam Ky.

"Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company engaged two VC with small arms fire 16 miles northwest of Tam
Ky yesterday. One was killed and the other was wounded and detained.

The 4th Bn., 21st Inf. Recon. PIt. killed two VC seven miles south of Hoi An.

2,500 pounds of rice were captured by "Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. 19 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported negative contact in their area of operations.

The 198th Inf. Bde.'s 1st Bn., 14th Arty. accounted for one VC killed in the Chu Lai area.

Today the 198th Inf. Bde. has been in the Republic of Vietnam one year.

From Chu Lai to Duc Pho to La Giang to Hau Duc, "Brave and Bold" soldiers fought to this anniversary.

The brigade has to it's credit 1,226 VC and 401 NVA killed, 667 individual and 106 crew-served weapons
captured and more than 57.2 tons of rice captured from the enemy.

Civic action soldiers of the brigade have treated over 101,000 Vietnamese civilians.

Artillerymen of the brigade have fired well over 200,000 rounds in support of infantrymen.

The 198th has been and will continue to be a mission oriented, mission operated, mission completed
brigade.

Soldiers of the Americal Division salutes the 198th Inf. Bde. for their outstanding accomplishments during
the brigade's first year in Vietnam.

The Americal Division suffered no casualties yesterday.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
PFC Donald J. Mahoney, Editor
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)---Thirty VC killed, 45 suspects detained, and 16 individual weapons captured by
Americal Division units, were the results of increased action in the southern | Corps area yesterday.

Units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 22 VC and captured 16 individual weapons in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa.

Action increased in the Duc Pho area as 11th Inf. Bde. soldiers reported six VC killed and 27 suspects
detained.

Early yesterday morning, the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. command and control helicopter (CC) killed one VC and
detained nine male suspects four miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Later the "Sykes Regulars" CC detained six VC suspects near the same site.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. working with soldiers of the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. detained a total of seven
VC suspects. The suspects were detained in five separate incidents in an area centered seven miles
southeast of Duc Pho.

The 4th Bn., 3d Inf. CC killed two VC in separate actions near railroad tracks three miles northwest ofDuc
Pho.

A few minutes later the "Old Guard" C C element detained two VC suspects near the same site.

Three VC were killed in separate actions by the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. CC in an area centered five miles north of
Duc Pho.

In other action, infantrymen of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company detained three VC suspects near a stream 12
miles south of Duc Pho.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed two VC, detained five VC suspects, and captured 21,500 pounds of rice.

A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company, led by CPT Michael R. Smith (New Lebanon, O.) engaged and killed one VC
south of Chu Lai in the morning.

Later in the day the "Professionals” uncovered an eight ton rice cache in the area.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed one VC and detained three VC suspects during separate incidents
south of Chu Lai in the afternoon.

A 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT George L. Harmon (Dothan, Ala.) detained two VC suspects while
sweeping an area southwest of Chu Lai.

In the Burlington Trail area, a 1st Bn., 46th Inf.. company led by 1LT William Howarth (Haddenfield, N.J.)
discovered 1,200 pounds of rice while searching an area west of Tam Ky in the morning.

A 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by 1LT Steven G. Olsen (Minneapolis, Minn.) discovered 1,500 pounds of
rice in a valley west of Tam Ky.

While searching in the same area, elements of the 1st Bn. company led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council
Bluffs, lowa) captured 2,800 pounds of rice.

All the rice captured by the 198th Inf. Bde. will be evacuated and distributed to refugees.

Civic action soldiers of the brigade treated 448 Vietnamese during four MEDCAPSs.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported 13 VC suspects detained by B Trp. in their area of operations.

Eleven Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
SP5 Thomas M. Moore
PFC Donald J. Mahoney, Co-editors
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Units of the Americal Division killed 18 VC and one NVA, detained one NVA
and 12 VC suspects and captured one individual weapon in southern | Corps yesterday.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed nine VC and one NVA and detained one NVA and 12 VC suspects.

In the Burlington Trail area the 1st Bn., 52d Inf. recon. plt., led by 1LT Barry Luther (Orange Park, Fla.)
detained one VC suspect who had been wounded in the leg.

Early that morning a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council Bluffs, lowa)
engaged and killed one NVA. The enemy was killed when he attempted to flee the "Ready Rifles" west of
Tam Ky.

The "Ready Rifles" recon. plt. was next to make contact. The infantrymen engaged two NVA, wounding
one. The wounded NVA was detained and evacuated for medical treatment. He had been carrying a pack
filled with rice and medical supplies.

CPT Sorensen's company again made contact as they continued to operate west of Tam Ky. They
engaged and killed one VC who was carrying military documents.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed two VC while flying in support of "Brave and Bold" infantrymen
northwest of Chu Lai.

In two separate actions, the 1st Bn. 52d Inf. recon. plt. detained one VC and called in artillery on a group of
VC moving west. Results of the artillery fire mission were one VC killed and two VC suspects detained.

In the Chu Lai area a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company, led by CPT Michael R. Smith (New Lebanon, Ohio)
reported receiving small arms fire southwest of here. Fire was returned killing five VC. A check of the area
resulted in six VC suspects detained.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained two VC suspects south of Chu Lai in the afternoon.

Civic action soldiers of the 1st Bn., 46th Inf,; 5th Bn., 46th Inf.; and the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. treated 865

Vietnamese during five MEDCAPS.

In the 196th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations, "Charger" units killed eight VC and captured one individual weapon and 13,900 pounds of
rice.

A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company spotted two VC with weapons 14 miles west of Tam Ky. The enemy was engaged with small arms fire,
resulting in one VC killed and one K-44 rifle captured.

A 4th Bn. 21st Inf. company killed one VC seven miles south of Hoi An with small arms fire.

The 3d Bn., 21st Inf. command and control helicopter killed one VC 14 miles west of Tam Ky.

In two separate incidents, in an area centered 15 miles west of Tam Ky, a 3d Bn. 21st Inf. company killed a total of three VC

"Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company engaged and killed one VC with small arms fire 15 miles west of Tam Ky.

Another company of the battalion killed one VC 11 miles southwest of Hoi An.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company found 3,000 pounds of rice 14 miles southwest of Hoi An.

Another company of the battalion found 7,200 pounds of rice in various containers hidden huts, 25 miles west of Tam Ky.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company found 3,700 pounds of rice 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Two days ago, Vietnamese civilians, under the Voluntary Informant Program (VIP), turned in to the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. 50 M-26 grenades,
40 81mm mortar rounds, 2 1/4 pounds of Flex-X, eight 106mm recoilless rifle rounds, five 3.5" rocket rounds, one Claymore mine, and
assorted small arms ammo, etc.

Yesterday, the "Gimlets" received 28 M-26 grenades, 2 1/2 pounds of Flex-X, two 4.2" mortar rounds, and five 81mm mortar rounds
under the VIP.

"Guardians" of the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. received 30 105mm artillery rounds, one M-72 LAW, six M-26 grenades, and one Claymore mine
under the VIP on the 25th also.

Very light action in Quang Ngai Province resulted in one VC killed by 11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle Warriors."

The single action took place near the Song Ve. "Always First" soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed one VC19 miles northwest of
Duc Pho.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported two tons of polished rice captured yesterday. The rice was found by "Dragoons" of ATrp. two
miles south of Thang Binh.

Seven Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.
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------ AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS--------

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Units of the Americal Division accounted for 31 VC and 20 NVA killed, eight
suspects detained, and one crew-served and seven individual weapons captured in southern | Corps
yesterday.

The 11th Inf. Bde accounted for 19 NVA and ten VC killed, one suspect detained, and three individual
weapons captured.

Troops of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found 11 NVA and one VC killed by air strikes in an area centered 12
miles northwest of Duc Pho. One K-44 rifle was also found in the area.

Continuing the sweep, soldiers of another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found three NVA and two VC. One of
the VC was found in a grave.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn., working with the 4th Bn., 3d Inf., found three NVA and one VC which
had been killed by air strikes.

Troops of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company found two dead VC and captured one M-16 rifle in the area.

Soldiers of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. recon. plt. found one VC killed by air strikes 11 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Early that morning, the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter killed one VC fleeing from a village
16 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn., working with the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. killed two NVA and one VC in two
separate actions near the Song Ve 17 miles northwest of Duc Pho. One .45 cal. pistol was also captured in
that action.

In other action, infantrymen of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed one VC near Highway 1, two miles north of
Duc Pho.

"Dragoons" of E Trp., 1st Cav. detained one VC suspect on Bridge 95, ten miles south of Duc Pho.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 17 VC and one NVA, captured one crewserved and four
individual weapons, found 2,800 pounds of rice, and detained two suspects.

The 2d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter killed a total of two VC in two separate incidents 18
miles southwest of Hoi An.

F Trp., 17th Cav. killed a total of four VC in three separate actions in an area centered 15 miles northwest of
Tam Ky.

In the same area F Trp., 17th Cav. found a tunnel with one dead VC in it. A further search of the cave
revealed to female VC suspects hiding in the complex.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed five VC in a cave eight miles southeast of Hoi An. Two 25pound blocks
of explosives were found in the cave.

The company later engaged a group of VC seven miles southwest of Hoi An, killing one.

Another 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC southwest of Tien Phuc.

A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged a group of VC fleeing a hut nine mileswest of Tam Ky, killing three.

The company later killed one NVA in the same area.

F Trp., 17th Cav. found one SKS rifle buried in the ground 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Later a detainee led them to a second SKS near a stream in the same area. Afurther search of the area
revealed one M-60 machinegun hidden in a stream.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company found 50 bags of rice totaling 1,600 pounds 20 miles southwest of Hoi An.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company found 1,200 pounds of rice in a bin next toa hut 20 miles west of Tam Ky.

Viethamese civilians turned in to the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., under the Voluntary Informant Program, 17 105MM
howitzer rounds, five 81lmm mortar rounds, 16 M-79 rounds, and two M-72 LAWS.

(Continued)
(Continued) Vol. 2. No. 192 Monday October 28, 1968

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed four VC, detained three suspects, and captured over five tons of rice
yesterday.

A 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. company, led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council Bluffs, lowa), captured 9,500 pounds
of rice while searching an area west of Tam Ky. Also found with the large rice cache was 15 strips of meat
and two bushels of corn.

Later in the day the "Ready Rifles" company killed to VC in the same area.



F Trp., 8th Cav. found the body of one VC killed during fighting northwest of Chu Lai.

Another 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Floyd W. Mclean Jr., (Ft. Sill, Okla.), found and additional
600 pounds of rice west of Tam Ky.

In the Chu Lai area a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company, led by CPT George L. Harmon (Dothan, Ala.), found and
destroyed one booby-trapped 81mm mortar round south of Chu Lai.

The 5th Bn., 46th Inf. recon. plt., led by 1LT Donald T. Penny, detained three VC suspects south of Chu Lai.

CPT Harmon's company killed one VC while sweeping an area south of Chu Lai.

CPT Sorensen's company found a mess hall, which was the probable destination for the rice they captured
in the afternoon.

The "Ready Rifles" found the six table mess hall near the same site of the large rice find.

Among items found in the mess hall were four cooking pots, 30 bowls, one half barrel of corn and beef, and
100 pounds of rice.

Civic action soldiers of the brigade treated 463 Viethamese during five MEDCAPS.

The 1st Sgdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported two VC suspects detained in the Burlington Trail area by "Blue
Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. yesterday.

Kkkkkk

Two Division soldiers were killed and nine were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO96374 as an
authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of
the Army.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Ten NVA and 13 VC were killed, 19 individual weapons were captured, and 15
suspects were detained in southern | Corps yesterday.

"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for eight NVA and four VC killed, 13 suspects detaned,
and 19 individual weapons captured.

Troops of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found three NVA killed by air strikes 11 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn., working with troops of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf., killed five NVA 13 mies west
of Duc Pho.

A reconnaissance element of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. found a cache of 17 individual weapons in a hole 11 miles
northwest of Duc Pho. The haul included eight SKS rifles, six M-1 carbines, two French grease guns, one
AK-47 rifle and 300 pounds of rice.

Near the Song Tra Khuc, eight miles west of Quang Ngai City, F Trp., 1st Cav. killed one VC.

A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. reconnaissance element killed two VC by a trail 17 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Troops of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed one VC among huts three miles north of Duc Pho.

The 1st Bn., 20th Inf. command and control element detained a total of six VC suspects in three incidents
southeast of Duc Pho.

Another 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company detained three VC suspects in the same area.

MPs of the 11th Bd. and the National Police detained four military - age male VC suspects on Highway 1
four miles north of Duc Pho.

Under the Voluntary Informant Program (VIP), 11th Inf. Bde. soldiers received two LAWSs, two 105mm
howitzer rounds, five 4.2" mortar rounds, one 81lmm mortar round, four 60mm mortar rounds, five M-26
grenades, 27 M-79 rounds, and over 250 rounds of small arms ammo from Viethamese civilians.

In the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operations, "Charger" units killed seven VC and two NVA, and captured
10,500 pounds of rice.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. reconnaissance element killed one VC with small arms fire 14 miles southwest of Hoi An.
The "Gimlets" also found 4,000 pounds of rice in their area.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company found one dead VC in a cave and killed another one by calling artillery fire on
him in action centered in an area seven miles southwest of Tam Ky.

A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed a total of four VC in four separate actions in an area centered 12 miles
west of Tam Ky.

"Aero Scouts” of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed two NVA with M-60 machinegun fire 30 miles west of Tam Ky.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company found 2,000 pounds of rice 21 miles west of Tam Ky.

Later, another company of the battalion found 1,000 pounds of rice in the same area.

3,500 pounds of rice was captured by other units of the battalion 16 miles west of Tam Ky.

The 4th Bn., 21st Inf., received eight M-79 rounds, one M-72 warhead, 1 1/4 pound of C4, five M-26
grenades, one 60mm mortar round, and three 2.75 rockets Sunday under the VIP.

The 2d Bn., 1st Inf. received six 105mm howitzer rounds, eight M-79 rounds, and one M-26 grenade the
same day, also under the VIP.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. reported killing two VC yesterday.

In the Chu Lai area a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company, led by 1LT James J. Frazier (Decatur, lll.) killed one VC
who attempted to flee the "Professionals" southwest of Chu Lai.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed one VC while flying in support of "Brave and Bold" soldiers south
of Chu Lai.

In the Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company, led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council Bluffs,
lowa), discovered 1,000 pounds of rice and destroyed one booby-trapped hand grenade west of Tam Ky.

Civic action soldiers of the brigade treated 524 Viethamese during five MEDCAPS.

* %k % %

The Division suffered one killed and nine wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.
AMERICAL NEWS SHEET MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
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THURSDAY
Tommorrow's forecast: partly cloudy to cloudy with early morning and afternoon showers High temperature of
83 and low of 70 moon rise 1237 set--0049 (on 27th)

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces reported killing two NVA and eight VC, discovering four
NVA bodies, capturing two VC and 12 individual weapons and detaining three VC suspects in light scattered
action in southern | Corps yesterday.

*kkk

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. and a Mobile Strike Force element OPCON to the 196th killed two
NVA and two VC and detained two VC suspects in action near Tam Ky and Que Son.

Mobile Strike Force 14 engaged a platoon-sized element 11 miles west of Que Son early in the morning and
killed two NVA and detained two VC suspects and three AK-47 rifles.

A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., OPCON with the 2-1 Inf., caught three VC fleing west and killed one with small
arms fire 23 mile southwest of Tam Ky. Nearer Tam Ky, recon troops of the 3-21 Inf. also killed on e VC
suspect fleeing west.

*kkkk

Troops of the 198th Inf. Bde. and supporting gunships killed four VC and detained two VC suspects during
light contact in the "Brave and Bold" area.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed four VC while flying a visual recon mission over an area 10 miles
west of Chu Lai at noon. The VC were carrying packs and Chicom hand greandes.

Two VC suspects were detained three miles south of Chu Lai by Co. A, 546 Inf., led by CPT Herbert A.
Walter (Columbus, Ga.).

Infantrymen of 5-46 and 1-6 spent the afternoon patrolling the Chu Lai area to ensure the safety of
thousands of Americal Division troops who watched the Bob Hope Chritsmas show at the Division
amphitheater.

In a day of very light action, 11th Inf. Bde. troops found the graves of four NVA soldiers, detained one VC
suspect and assembled nine weapons from parts captured in a cache three days ago.

The NVA graves, approximately two days old, were found 25 miles west ofDuc Pho by a recon platoon of
the 3-1 Inf. The NVA had been killed by small arms fire.

The first platoon of Co. C, 4-21 Inf. completed assembling parts of nine-weapons, including two French
rifles, a French submachinegun, a Chicom K-44, two 30-cal. rifles, two M-1 carbines and a 12-guage shotgun.

A 60-year-old Viethamese female suspected of being a Viet Cong was dtained three miles northwest of Duc
Pho by Co. A, B-1 Inf.

Two VC wee killed two miles northeast of Thang Binh by B Trp., 1st Sqgdn.,

*kkk

One Americal Division soldier was killed and one wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, while two
members of the Mobile Strike Force were killed and eight evacuated, according to an inital report.

*kkk

MERRY CHRISTMAS
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Tomorrow's forecast: partly cloudy skies. High temp. of 85 and low of 69
degrees. Moon rising 1452 hours and setting at 0317.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Americal Division forces reported killing 21 VC,
detaining 10 VC suspects and capturing one weapon and almost six tons of rice in moderate action in
southern | Corps yesterday.

Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed nine VC and detained seven VC suspects, but the day's body count was
overshadowed by several discoveries of enemy materiel and weaponry.

The Volunteer Informant Program, VIP, continued to prove its worth as 20 Viethamese children turned over
120 Chicom hand grenades and one 155mm round to an 11th Bde. loudspeaker team north of Duc Pho inthe
morning. The children promised to return with more spoils today.

Cos. B and D of the 4-21 Inf. spent much of the day raiding enemy base camps, destroying huts, and
rounding up supplies, including 7500 pounds of rice.

D Co. hit two base camps near a stream 23 miles west of Duc Pho. In the first, 13 huts were destroyed,
many with sleeping quarters for 20 people and one divided into a classroom-mess hall.

Near the camp, a rack designed to hold seven weapons was confiscated along with 7000 pounds of rice
and documents and signs. Another 18 huts were located later in the same area, and a dozen M-79 rounds
and an NVA entrenching tool were found. The huts were destroyed.

In operations near a stream two miles further west, B Co. found eight huts, three on stilts, and trip flares,
foxholes, and 500 pounds of rice.

Among the day's detainees was a VC suspect who presented an identification card but was tripped up by a
recon element of the 1-20 Inf. which discovered he couldn't speak Vietnamese.

Near a position of Co. A, 4-3 Inf., a VC female attempted to rotate a claymore mine towards the Americans.
She was killed when the mine exploded as she turned it.

Nearby, the "Old Guard" soldiers found the bodies of two VC killed during a firefight the night before when a
small arms and artillery battle had erupted. Also recovered were several grenades while three VC suspects
were held.

The value of cavalry and air support was obvious in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where gunships, artillery and
ground troops combined to kill five VC and capture one AK-47 rifle and 1850 pounds of rice.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of the 8th Cav. killed two VC 15 miles west of Tam Ky and nine miles further west, an
aerial observer working with the 4-31 Inf spotted six VC in the open and directed 3-82 Arty. fire to kill one.

The 3-82 also answered a call from Co. C, 2-1 Inf. after a large group of VC were spotted in a ravine 18
miles southwest of Hoi An. One VC was killed by small arms fire and the gathering routed.

Infantrymen of Co. D, 4-31 Inf. accounted for the other VC kill when they trapped an enemy soldier fleeing a
hut five miles from the battle area in the ravine.

Rice caches were seized by F Trp., 17th Cav. working with the 4-31 Inf., and a patrol from Tiger Base, A 2-1
Inf. observation post.

F Trp. gathered 1300 pounds of rice from an area in and around hooches 26 miles west of Tam Ky. the OP
patrol, moving 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky, found two crocks containing 200 pounds of rice apiece and then
discovered cans holding 150 more pounds in a rice paddy area.

Seven VC were killed, four by gunships just after daybreak, and three VC suspects were detained in a day
of light action in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

Gunships of the 176th Assault Hel. Co., working with the 1-6 and 5-46 Inf., killed two VC each in contacts
northwest of Binh Son. Later, Co. A, 546 Inf., surprised five VC and killed two in a brief firefight nine miles
west of Binh Son.

No Americal Division soldiers were killed, and five were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,

according to a initial report.
*kkk




Vol. 2. No. 257 Wednesday January 1, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT THURSDAY
Tomorrow's forecast partly cloudy skies with widely scattered showers after 11300. High temp. of 75 and low
of 70. Moon rising at 1620 and setting at 0500.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and 38 VC, discovering the
bodies of one NVA and one VC, capturing one VC, four individual weapons and a ton of rice, and relocating
84 refugees in heavy action yesterday in southern | Corps.

Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. and supporting gunships killed one NVA and 21 VC, found one VC body and three weapons,
and detained 28 VC suspects in the Duc Pho area.

An early-morning encounter with a large VC force produced nine VC dead and 13 VC suspects detained for Co. D, 1-20
Inf. and "Shark" gunships of the 174th Assault Helicopter Co.

At 0750 hours, Co. D, led by CPT Jerald D. O'Leary (St. Louis, Mo.) was fired on by an undetermined number of VC and
immediately returned fire and called in the "Sharks." In minutes the gunships were on target to kill five VC.

Co. D followed the air assault with a barrage that killed four more VC and corralled 13 VC suspects. The action, which
lasted only 15 minutes, occurred in and around a village near a lake 10 miles southeast of Quang Ngai City.

Almost 12 hours later at nightfall, Co. D surprised two VC in the same general area and killed both with small arms fire.
Cos. B and C of the 1-20 Inf. and a supporting element accounted for three VC dead in as many other incidents west of
Duc Pho.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn. Bn. flying eight miles west of Duc Pho, caught andkilled four VC in a clearing.

Three companies of the 4-21 Inf. were busy in an area 20-24 miles west of Duc Pho where two VC were killed, an AK-47
rifle captured and an M-72 LAW rocket found and destroyed. The body of one VC, killed by air strikes, was found in a
grave near a stream.

In three incidents south of Duc Pho, units of the 4-3 Inf. killed one VC and detained 14 VC suspects, two of whom
presented altered ID cards.

Action was light as units of the 196th Inf. Bde. operated between Hoi An and Tam Ky and killed eight VC
and captured one in six incidents, detained two VC suspects, relocated 84 refugees, and found a ton of rice.

Co. C, 1-46 Inf. relocated 57 refugees from an area 22 miles south of Hoi An to Nui Loc Son, and Co. C's
second platoon found 1800 pounds of rice nearby. Later, F Trp., 17th Cav. raised to 85 the number of
refugees it has relocated to Nui Loc Son in the past four days by moving 27 people from an area 18 miles
west of Tam Ky.

Three VC were Killed in one fire-fight with a recon element of the 3-21 Inf. 16 miles west of Tam Ky. All
were attempting to flee north. Nearby, Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC in a khaki uniform as he ran west. Further
west, a 3-21 recon element located 200 pounds of rice in hootches.

One VC was killed by Co. D, 1-46 Inf. as he started to lob a grenade near the unit's perimeter 17 miles south
of Hoi An. Later, the "Professionals” captured a VC and his AK-47 rifle six miles southwest of Hoi An.

Three incidents in the 198th Inf. Bde. area resulted in seven VC dead and one VC suspect detained. The
body of an NVA killed by artillery was found.

An element of the 1-52 Inf. killed six VC in two encounters four miles east of Tien Phuoc in mid-afternoon.
Three VC were caught running into the jungle and killed. After a secondary explosion, three more VC
attempted to flee the site and were killed.

An attempted VC ambush backfired about noon southwest of Tam Ky as Co. B, 1-52 Inf., led by CPT Larry
D. Allgood (Columbus, Ga.), killed one VC with small arms fire.

Co. D, 5-46 Inf. found and destroyed a large booby-trapped tunnel and then discovered the body of one
NVA who had been killed by fire from Btry. B, 1-14th Arty.

C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed one VC seven miles west of Tam Ky, and "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp.,
8th Cav. killed one VC in the same area.

No Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 15 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.

ARTILLERY UNIT TOPS 900 KILL MARK; ARTILLERY HILL--The 3rd Bn., 16th Arty. recently topped the
900 kill mark when Alpha Battery reported killing two enemy soldiers.




Vol. 3. No. 5 SUNDAY January 5, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT MONDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Mostly cloudy in the morning and clearing in the afternoon. High temp. of 81" with a low
of 72'. Moon rise at 2040 hours and set at 0905 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL l0)--Americal Division forces struck hard at enemy rice supplies for the second
consecutive day as the body count dipped to 10 VC killed in southern | Corps yesterday.

Units of the 196th Inf. Bde. captured almost nine tons of rice in the Tam ky area to bring the Division's two-
day total to slightly under 19 tons of rice discovered.

*kkk

Elements of the 3-21 Inf. killed two VC and found eight tons of rice, while Co. C, 1-46 Inf. engaged six VC
and killed four to account for most of the action in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.

Starting at 1430 hours, Co, ?A, 3-21 Inf. spent a busy afternoon corralling rice. The first platoon found and
destroyed two tons of rice 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky and, 30 minutes later, the second and third platoons
located six tons of rice under the floors of several huts a mile further northwest. That rice was bagged and
evacuated.

A recon element of the 2-1 Inf. found two rice caches of 700 and 600 pounds each in hootches 20 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

The two Kills by the 3-21 Inf. were credited to Cos. A and C in operations from 17-19 miles northwest of Tam
Ky. Both VC were killed by small arms fire.

Co. C, 1-46 Inf. surprised six VC in a hootch area eight miles southwest of Hoi An and scattered them in all
directions. Accurate small arms fire killed two VC outright, and Co. C later found two more bodies during a
thorough search of the area. One lay by a trail, and the other was in a fresh, shallow grave.

*kkk

Two companies of the 1-20 Inf. killed three VC, and 40 VC suspects were detained in light action in the rain-
swept 11th Inf. Bde. area of southern Quang Ngai Province.

In three incidents near hootches and a stream 11-12 miles north of Duc Pho, Co. D, 1-20 Inf., led by 2LT
Robert E. Maxwell (Troy, N.Y.), killed two evading VC and detained two VC suspect. Later, Co. D detained
three more VC suspects near hootches a mile north of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. killed one VC and detained two VC suspects in three actions by the Song Tra Cau two miles
northwest of Duc Pho.

Co. C, 4-3 Inf. detained 29 VC suspects in three encounters by a trail and stream five miles south of Duc
Pho. Ten of the suspects were apprehended without ID cards in an area where sniper fire had been reported
earlier.

*kkkk

For the first time in three days the 198th Inf. Bde. recorded a kill as "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn.,
flying for the 5-46 Inf., killed a VC seven miles southwest of Binh Son in mid-afternoon.

In civic action work, the 5-46 Inf. treated 83 Viethamese patients in two MEDCAPS, while the 1-6 Inf. treated
95 patients at Ky Chanh and 25 at K-4.

*kkk

Two Americal Division soldiers were killed, and four were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment
according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 6 MONDAY January 6, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT TUESDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Most cloudy with showers in the morning and clearing in the afternoon. High
temperature of 83" with a low of 71'. Moon will rise at 2131 hours and set at 0945 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and 23 VC, detaining 39 VC
suspects, and capturing four individual weapons and 6900 pounds of rice in light action yesterday in southern
I Corps.

Action was heaviest in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where three companies accounted for 13 of the 17 VC killed
and the lone weapon captured. One NVA wa also killed, and 900 pounds of rice discovered.

Co. B, 3-21 Inf., operating in small elements, killed eight VC in four separate encounters in an area 11 miles
west of Tam Ky. Action began at 0900 hours when one element killed a VC trying to evade west. An hour
later, 12 VC were spotted going the other way, and three were killed by artillery fire.

Still another hour later, Co. B caught two more VC trying to flee east with packs containing rice. Both were
killed by small arms fire. At 1235 hours and a little nearer Tam Ky, two more VC were killed while evading
Co. B.

The last two VC kills yielded an M-2 carbine, 30 rounds of ammunition for the carbine, and packs containing
documents which were extracted.

The 3-21 Inf. added three more Kills to its growing total as a recon element intercepted three heavily
camouflaged VC moving northwest 12 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. The VC were Kkilled in a firefight, and 60
pounds of salt were recovered.

Another recon element had similar success as 1-46 Inf. soldiers surprised and killed three VC in a hootch
area 12 1/2 miles southwest of Hoi AN. Among items captured were two wallets containing documents and
two grenades, one a Chicom and the other an M-26.

Elements of the 4-31 Inf. killed an NVA and a VC in two actions 29 and 21 miles northwest and west of Tam
Ky, respectively. The remaining VC Kkills were credited to A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., working with the 21 Inf.,
and to Co. B, 2-1 Inf. which killed its man with mortar fire.

Co. A, 1-46 Inf. found two small rice caches of 500 pounds in a paddy dike and 400 pounds in a hootch,
both 10 miles southwest of Hoi Ann.

Action slackened in the 11th Inf. Bde. area where five VC were killed by artillery in two actions, 39 VC
suspects detained, and three weapons and three tons of rice captured.

In a delayed report of Saturday evening action, a short Range Patrol of the 1-20 Inf. saw a VC company
moving through a woodline near Highway 515 seven miles northwest of Duc Pho. Atrtillery fire was called in
from Btry. C, 1-82 Arty., and three VC were killed.

Co. C, 4-3 Inf., led by 1LT Thomas Bedient (Bozeman, Mont.), watched 27 suspected VC moving through
an area six miles west of Duc Pho. Fire called in from the 6-11 Arty. killed to VC, and the "Old Guard" troops
detained the remaining 25.

Prior to that incident, an element of Co. C found and evacuated 1000 pounds of rice southeast of Duc Pho,
as Co. B, 4-3 Inf. had done an hour earlier with 5000 pounds nearby.

Co. C, 3-11 Inf. captured three weapons, including a French MAS-36 rifle and a Thompson submachinegun
in a cache hidden along a trail eight miles southwest of Quang Ngai City. Later and further south, Co. C
turned up an M-1 carbine. Two grenades and some small arms
ammunition also accompanied the first cache.

Another day of minimal action in the 198th Inf. Bde. area produced one VC killed by an element of the 546
Inf. south of Binh Son after he had been spotted running by one of the battalion's observation posts.

Soldiers of the 5-46 Inf. continued civic action work by treating 200 Vietnamese patients in two MEDCAPs
at Chau Tu Three and Nuoc Mau.

*kkk
For the sixth time in the past 10 days, no Americal Division soldiers were killed. Nine were wounded and

evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial report.
*kkk




Vol. 3. No. 7 TUESDAY January 7, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT WEDNESDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Mostly cloudy with showers. Winds northerly at 8 to 13 knots. High temperature of 80'
with a low of 67'. Moon will rise at 2222 hours and set at 1022 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Operating in heavy rain and high winds throughout most of the day and evening,
Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and 22 VC, detained 19 VC suspects, and captured two
individual weapons in light action yesterday in southern | Corps.

Co. B, 3-21 Inf. continued to hound the VC effectively by killing six to bring its two-day total to 14 VC killed in
five incidents. Other units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and three VC, found a VC body, and captured
a weapon.

Co. B engaged and killed six VC and captured an M-1 carbine at 1640 hours yesterday in a firefight nine
miles west of Tam Ky, two miles from its encounters Sunday. Only 40 minutes from its encounters Sunday.
Only 40 minutes earlier yesterday, another element of the 3-21 had killed two VC in the same area.

Co. A added to the 3-21's total by kiling a VC as he moved 100 meters from the company's position 15
miles west of Tam Ky. Further west, Co. C discovered the body of a VC believed to have been killed in a
firefight with the "Gimlets" on New Year's Day.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf., operating 29 miles west of Tam Ky, engaged three NVA and a VC and killed one NVA
carrying a pack containing rice and clothing.

Two separate incidents accounted for the six VC killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

A recon element of the 1-52 Inf., led by 1LT Barry Luther (Orange Park Fla.), engaged and killed three VC
six miles southeast of Tien Phuoc. Five packs and several documents were recovered.

Southeast of Binh Son, an aerial observation plane of the 21st Recon Airplane Company piloted by WO1
Robert G. Corey, sighted a VC in the open and killed him with rocket fire. WO1 Corey then called for support
from Btry. B, 1-82 Arty., and two more VC were killed by artillery fire as they tried t o flee the area.

Soldiers of the 5-46 Inf. treated 505 Vietnamese on a MEDCAP in Binh Yen and now have treated 705
patients in two days.

Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed two VC and found one NVA body and a weapon and disrupted the enemy's
day by detaining 18 VC suspects and raiding a small base camp.

CPT David W. Walsh (Colton, Calif.) unlimbered his pitching arm and killed a VC sniper by tossing a
grenade into the VC's spider hole along a ridgeline six miles northwest of Duc Pho. The kill followed three
sweeps of the area after CPT Walsh's Co. A, 1-20 Inf. troops had received fire. Also netted were an AK-47
rifle with two magazines, and a pack and web gear.

In a delayed report of Sunday evening action, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. engaged and killed one VC after receiving five
rounds of M-79 fire four miles south of Duc Pho. Yesterday morning, Co. C detained a VC suspect as he tried
to hide a short-wave radio and medical supplies near a lake eight miles south of Duc Pho.

A recon element of the 4-21 Inf. discovered the body of an NVA killed Sunday by small arms fire near a
stream 16 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City.

Co. C, 4-21 Inf., operating four miles further east, located a seven-hut base camp and confiscated cooking
utensils and 150 pounds of rice.

A Short Range Patrol of the 1-20 Inf. detained five female VC suspects who had been spotted carrying rice
into the mountains by gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. seven miles northwest of Duc Pho. Brief
deliberation led to their decision to declare themselves under the Chieu Hoi program.

"Blue Ghosts" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed four VC in three actions, and B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st CAv.
killed a VC as action increased slightly in the 1-1 operational area.

At 1440 hours, the "Blue Ghosts" killed two VC running in an area 14 miles north of Tam Ky. Five minutes
later, another VC was killed there, with a fourth following at 1530 hours.

B Trp. engaged and killed a VVC three miles nearer Tam Ky.

Once again, no Americal Division soldiers were reported killed. Ten were wounded and evacuated for

medical treatment, according to an initial report.
*kkk




Vol. 3. No. 8 WEDNESDAY January 8, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT THURSDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Cloudy with showers most of the day. Winds northeasterly at 10 to 15 knots. High
temperature of 80" with a low of 65'. Moon will rise at 2312 hours and set at 1058 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Americal Division forces reported kiling 10 VC, detaining seven VC suspects
and capturing one individual weapon in a day of gusting winds in southern | Corps yesterday.

Heaviest action occurred in the 11th Inf. Bde. area where six VC were killed in four encounters with Cos. B
and C, 4-3 Inf., and seven VC suspects were detained.

In early morning, Co. C found the bodies of three VC killed by small arms fire within the previous 24 hours
eight miles southeast of Duc Pho. Moving northeast, Co. C detained a VC suspect in the afternoon and, at
dusk, killed a VC in the same area.

Almost simultaneously, Co. B, operating a short distance further south, killed a VC. Minutes later a recently
formed Co. B Short Range Patrol engaged and killed on VC three miles south of Duc Pho.

Co. C, 1-20 Inf. detained six VC suspects outside a small village three miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Three companies accounted for the three VC killed in separate incidents in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.

At 0555 hours, Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky while, at 0940 hours, Co. B, 201
Inf. killed a VC nine miles further northwest and captured his AK-47 rifle.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. engaged two VC and killed one 24 miles west of Tam Ky.

The remaining kill was credited to C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. which spotted a VC and killed him six miles
southeast of Hoi An.

In the 198th Inf. Bde. area, the 1-6 Inf. treated 148 Vietnamese in a MEDCAP at Ky Chanh Monday, and
the 5-46 Inf. followed yesterday by treating 55 at Nuoc Mau.

For the third consecutive day and seventh day in the last 10, no Americal Division soldiers were reported
killed. Seven were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.

*kkkk

MALARIA PLAYS NO FAVORITES---

REMEMBER TO TAKE YOUR MALARIA

PILL DAILY.

*kkkk

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
SP4 Bill Elsen, Editor
This New Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374, as an
authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of
the Army.



Vol. 3. No. 10 FRIDAY January 10, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SATURDAY

Tomorrow's forecast: Partly cloudy to mostly cloudy with intermittent showers. Winds northwesterly at 5-10

knots. High temperature of 84' with a low of 68'. Moon will rise at 0003 hours and set at 1211 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Two units led the 198th Inf. Bde. in its heaviest day of action in almost two
weeks as contact with enemy troops increased yesterday in southern | Corps.

Americal Division forces reported killing three NVA and 25 VC, detaining three VC suspects, and capturing
one individual weapon in the fourth largest day of action since Christmas.

A recon element of the 1-52 Inf., led by 1LT Barry Luther (Orange Park, Fla.), engaged 12 enemy soldiers
and killed seven, while Co. A, 5-46 Inf.,, commanded by CPT Herbert A . Walter, killed four VC in three
encounters to account for the 198th's total.

The recon unit barely had time for lunch before launching a busy afternoon. Shortly after noon southeast of
Tien Phuoc, the unit took on a mixed group of seven enemy soldiers and killed two NVA and one VC while
capturing 200 pounds of rice.

After moving another 2-3 miles from Tien Phuoc, the recon group engaged four VC at 1840 hours and won
a brief firefight with four VC killed and no friendly casualties.

CPT Walter's company made life hectic for small groups of VC operating southeast of Chu Lai. One
company element opened the day at 0758 hours by surprising and killing a fleeing VC four miles southeast of
Chu Lai.

In subsequent actions, Co. A killed three VC five miles northeast of Binh Son.

Meanwhile, the medical platoon of the 5-46 was treating 141 Vietnamese in MEDCAP visits to Nuoc Mau
and Chau Tu Three. The 1-6 Inf. treated 45 patients at Ky Chanh.

*kkk

Three units accounted for one NVA and 10 VC killed as 196th Inf. Bde. troops saw more action thanin the
past four days.

Operating effectively at the platoon level, Co. B, 3-21 Inf., led by CPT Robert Wahl, killed four VC in two
actions 11-12 miles northwest of Tam Ky. At 1500 hours, the first platoon saw three VC in black and green
clothing and killed two with small arms fire. A half hour later, the second platoon caught two evading VC and
killed them a mile away.

Co. C added to the 3-21 total by killing a VC at 1700 hours 15 miles west of Tam Ky.

Even farther west, the 4-31 Inf. killed three VC in two encounters, with Co. D surprising and killing one 25
miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 2-1 Inf. adjusted artillery fire on four VC moving near its defensive perimeter and killed two 28 miles
northwest of Tam Ky. Later, Co. D killed an NVA and got his AK-47 rifle five miles nearer Tam Ky. The NVA
also yielded a pack containing rice and clothing.

Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. spent a relatively quiet day and reported only six incidents in which five VC were
killed and three VC suspects detained.

Co. C, 1-20 Inf. located the graves of three VC killed in a firefight Wednesday night near a trail six miles
west of Duc Pho.

Do. D, 4-21 Inf. spotted 15 VC with packs moving near a stream 19 miles west of Duc Pho and called in an
artillery burst from Btry. D, 6-11 Arty. to kill one. Ninety minutes later, Co. B called on the same battery to Kkill
a VC wearing an NVA pistol belt in a draw 25 miles west of Duc Pho.

The VC suspects were detained in separate incidents by Co. D, 1-20 Inf., working with the 174 Aslt. Hel. Co.
north and northwest of Duc Pho, and by Co. C, 4-3 Inf. south of Duc Pho.

*kkk

"Blue Ghosts" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav., flying in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area, killed on VC at 1145
hours 8 1/2 miles southeast of Hoi An.

*kkk

Despite the increased action no Americal Division soldiers were reported killed. Two were wounded and

evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial report.
*kkk



Vol. 3. No. 11 SATURDAY January 11, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY
Mostly cloudy with intermittent showers. Winds east-southeasterly at 5-12 knots. High temperature of 84
with a low of 70'. Moon will rise at 0005 hours and set at 1250 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Americal Division forces, routing the enemy in 20 contacts throughout the
southern | Corps, registered their highest body count of the new year as the killed 36 VC, found three VC
bodies, detained 14 VC suspects, and captured six individual weapons yesterday.

Not since Dec. 31, when the body count reached 41, have Americal troops killed as many VC. Significantly,
just as on Dec. 31, no Americal Division soldiers were reported killed yesterday.

Co. B 3-21 Inf. was most productive unit in the Division, encountering VC and their supplies four times and accounting
for seven Kills, three more than it recorded Thursday, as the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 13 VC and captured four weapons.

Led by CPT Robert Wahl (Columbus, Ga.), Co. B spotted seven VC while patrolling 11 miles west of Tam Ky at 0930
hours. Fire support directed from the 3-82 Arty. killed four VC outright, and Co. B then moved in to kill two of the remaining
VC with M-60 fire.

Meanwhile, a half mile away, another Co. B element engaged and killed one VC trying to flee the area.

Fifteen minutes earlier, Co. B had uncovered a weapons and ammunition cache in the same area. Captured were a 12
gauge shotgun, a U.S. .45 caliber submachinegun, one BAR, and M-1 carbine, a 57mm recoilless rifle round, nine 81mm
mortar rounds, and three bangalore torpedoes.

Cos. C and D added to the 3-21's body count by killing three VC in as many incidents 12-14 miles west of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghosts" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed the other three VC in three? encounters 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky
and 22 and 23 miles northwest of Tam Ky(?).

An Americal Long Range Patrol made the effective contact as units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed 13 VC, found three
VC bodies, wounded one VC, and detained seven VC suspects.

A LRP team operating near the Song Ve 12 miles south of Quang Ngai City spotted a VC platoon moving in the low
lands and called in the 6-11 Arty. to kill six.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf., patrolling near Highway 515 five miles northwest of Duc Pho, found the bodies of three VC killed by
artillery several days ago. In nearby village, Co. B detained seven VC suspects.

Also along Highway 515, a recon element of the 1-20 Inf. engaged three VC and killed two in a firefight. Co D, 1-20 Inf.
received sniper fire from an estimated 12 VC and returned fire to kill one 10 miles south of Quang Ngai City.

Co. C, 4-3 Inf. was harassed by snipers about noon four miles south of Duc Pho below Highway 1 and wounded one VC
while detaining another. Tow hours later, the "Old Guard" troops returned to the sniper's lair and killed two VC.

A "Shark" gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. further discouraged VC sniping by killing one VC eight miles west of Quang
Ngai City after a Chinook had received ground fire from the area.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. got the other VC kill in the same area while serving as a blocking force.

In a delayed report, Co. B?, 1-2? Inf. received a large amount of enemy ammunition Thursday from Viethamese civilians
taking advantage of the Voluntary Informant Program (VIP). At 1645 hours five miles northwest of Duc Pho Co. B was
presented with:

140 Chicom hand grenades, 223 unknown-type hand grenades, 67 M-26 hand grenades, three 4.2 mortar rounds, three
175mm rounds, one Chicom mine, two B-40 rocket rounds, one 81mm mortar round, 11 40mm rounds, and one VC booby
trap.

Two companies accounted for 10 VC dead and two weapons captured in a second consecutive busy day for the 198th
Inf. Bde.

At 1215 hours, Co. B, 1-52 Inf. located the bodies of five VC killed by air strikes 11 miles southwest of Tam Ky. An hour
earlier, Co. B had received small arms fire from seven VC and returned it to kill from seven VC and returned it to kill one n
the same area.

Elements of Co. C, 546 Inf., led by 1LT James J. Frazier (Decatur, lll.), killed four VC in two incidents near
Binh Son.

At 1700 hours, Co. C engaged and killed one VC fleeing an enemy minefield and, at 1805, killed three VC in
a firefight and captured two Ak-47 rifles, seven magazines, and 12 hand grenades.

Other units of the 5-46 Inf. captured 1000 pounds of corn and detained seven VC suspects in the Chu Lai
area. The 5-46 medical team treated 350 Viethamese in a MEDCAP at Dong Binh One.

With no Americal Division deaths reported, yesterday became the fifth such day in the past six. Nine soldiers were
wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 13 SUNDAY January 13, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT TUESDAY
Cloudy to mostly cloudy with showers in the afternoon. Winds will be variable becoming northeasterly in the
afternoon at 5 to 10 knots. High temperature of 82" with a low of 67'. Moon will rise at 0254 hours and set at
1425 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Although the body count dipped slightly, the enemy took a beating in his own
backyard as units of the 196th Inf. Bde. moved into three base camps to destroy fortifications and confiscate
sizable stores of ammunition and equipment to highlight activity in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and 24 VC, finding five NVA bodies, capturing three
individual weapons and 5800 pounds of rice, detaining two VC suspects, and relocating 193 Vietnamese
refugees.

Cos. C and D of the 2-1 Inf. discovered the base camps, and units of the 3-21 Inf. and 4-31 Inf. totaled 11 of 17 VC killed
in the 196th Inf. Bde. area. All 193 refugees moved, and five NVA bodies and 4800 pounds of rice found were also
credited to the 196th.

At 0958 hours, Co. C, 2-1 Inf. discovered a base camp 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky in a mountainous jungle area and
destroyed 15 hootches and 15 bunkers. Captured were three 12.7mm antiaircraft gun barrels, 80 .51 caliber rounds, an
M-2 carbine stock, a crossbow, machine-gun cleaning equipment, and documents.

At 1225 hours, Co. D, 2-1 Inf., operating 27 miles northwest of Tam Ky under 1LT James R. Sanders (Arvada, Colo.), located another
base camp in a thick jungle area. Seven bunkers were destroyed, and 80 more .51 caliber rounds, a bangalore torpedo, five flashlight
batteries, two NVA canteens, clothing, and documents were taken.

At 1450, Co. D struck again three miles nearer Tam Ky to find a camp serving as an apparent NVA commo station.
Sixty-nine bunkers, 20 hootches, and two tunnel complexes were destroyed.

Among items captured were nine NVA field phones, two portable switchboards, a PRC-10 radio, two NVA 45-volt
batteries, a commo repair kit, 20 NVA uniforms, six NVA rucksacks, six NVA gas masks, 10 M-79 rounds, and 100 pounds
of rice.

Cos. A, C, and D of the 3-21 Inf. killed six VC in five incidents in an area 14-16 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.
Elements of the 4-31 Inf. killed four VC in the same general area and one southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed one VC running in a rice paddy at 1400 hours and, 20 minutes later, killed two more and captured
enough food, still warm, for five people. Cos. A and D killed single VC in brief firefights.

One element of the 4-31 Inf. killed two VC while the recon unit and Cos. B and C killed one apiece. All the incidents
involved small firefights, except that of Co. B which caught three VC with hand grenades in a tunnel and killed one.

F Trp., 17th Cav. discovered five VC killed by artillery fire in the previous 24 hours in a rice paddy 15 1/2 miles northwest
of Tam Ky. Eight hours later and 2 1/2 miles further away, Co. C, 2nd Inf. found the bodies of five NVA killed in air strikes
in mid-December.

The other VC killed was by a "Blue Ghosts" gunship of F Trop., 8th Cav., also 15 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

F Trp., 17th Cav. and Co. B, 4-31 Inf. moved four groups of refugees from 23 and 28 miles northwest of Tam Ky
respectively. F Trp. relocated 104 to Nui Loc Son and 72 to Que Son, while Co B moved 17 to Nui Loc Son.

Co B also found and sent to Nui Loc Son 4800 pounds of rice taken from two hootches 28 miles northwest of Tam Ky.
Other 196th units reported finding items including a bear trap, two shotgun barrels, a U.S. bayonet, an 81mm mortar, 250
M-60 rounds, and eating utensils for 40 men.

Four incidents, two involving gunships, accounted for four VC killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area where two VC suspects
were also detained.

An "Aero Scout" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed a VC 14 miles southwest of Tam Ky, and a gunship of the 176th Aslt. Hel.
Co. killed a VC 5 1/2 miles southwest of Binh Son at 0635 hours.

Co. B, 1-52 Inf. called in artillery to kill on VC 10 miles southwest of Tam Ky, and Co. B, 5-46 Inf. engaged
and killed a VC and detained one VC suspect five miles southeast of Binh Son.

Infrequent action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area resulted in one NVA and one VC killed, three individual weapons captured,
and 1000 pounds of rice found and destroyed.

Co. B, 1020 Inf. was involved in both kills 2-2 1/1 miles northwest of Duc Pho. At 0900 hours, Co. B engaged and killed
the VC and later found an NVA buried in a shallow grave near a stream. He was uniformed and had been killed by small
arms fire in the previous 24 hours.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf., working four miles southeast of Quang Ngai City, discovered a hut containing two K-44 rifles, an M-1 rifle,
1000 pounds of rice, and a Japanese radio amplifier.

"Blue Ghosts" gunships got their second and third VC kills of the day in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area. At 1450 hours,
one VC was killed 5 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky and, at 1530, the other was killed seven miles north of Tam Ky.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 13 were wounded and evacuated, according to an initial report.




Vol. 3 No. 16 THURSDAY January 16, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT ERIDAY
Mostly cloudy to cloudy with showers in the morning. Winds from the northeast less than 15 knots. High
temperature of 82° with a low of 68°. Moon will rise at 0614 hours and set at 1736 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Twenty three of 30 weapons, more than were captured in the previous 11
days combined, and a large supply of parts and ammunition were uncovered by two companies of the 2-1 Inf. during light
action in the southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces also reported killing three NVA and 12 VC, finding three VC bodies, detaining 22 VC suspects,
and capturing almost eight tons of rice in two caches.

The light action extended to Operation Russell Beach as joint assault troops again concentrated on removal of
Vietnamese civilian refugees from the area before pushing forward to root out enemy troops and fortifications.

Acting on a tip from an NVA prisoner, Cos. C and D, 2-1 Inf. combed an area 23-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky to
uncover a cache of 14 individual and nine crew-served plus parts and ammo for those and other weapons.

Other action in the 196th Inf. Bde. area saw two NVA and two VCkilled, two more weapons and 13,800 pounds of rice
taken, and 21 refugees relocated.

Co. D, let by 1LT James Sanders (Arvada, Colo.) made the main discovery at 1430 hours by turning up 10 SKS rifles,
five Chicom light machineguns, a 12.7mm anti-aircraft machinegun, a 7.62mm heavy machinegun, an RPG-7 launcher,
and an M-16 rifle.

Also captured were two 81mm and one 60mm mortar sights, an 81mm mortar mount, a Chicom recoilless rifle mount, an
M191A1 tripod for a .30 caliber machinegun, two AK-47 rifle barrels, 14 bangalore torpedoes, and 700 electrical blasting
caps.

An hour earlier, Co. C. took a .50 caliber machine gun, 75 rounds of RPG-7 ammo, 1600 rounds of 12.7mm ammo, and
1000 feet of det cord. Co. C also destroyed 55 huts and 40 bunkers.

Co. D continued digging and found 13 B-40 rockets, 12 82mm mortar rounds, two shields for a 12.7mm anti-aircraft
machine gun, 1000 more feet of det cord, and an undetermined amound of AK-47 ammo.

Nearby, the third platoon of Co. D raided a hootch and let with an 82mm mortar sight found with aiming sticks and a
bore brush, 12 NVA packs, six NVA gas masks, five NVA rucksacks, and a U.S. steel pot.

In the morning, Co. D had killed two NVA in a nearby firefight and captured two AK-47 rifles. The other weapon taken
was a .38 caliber pistol used by a VC wounded and captured by Co. A, 431 Inf. 20 miles west of Tam Ky.

The VC kills were by Cos. D and C, 3-21 Inf. 11 and 14-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. Co. B, 3-21 Inf. located
13,800 pound sof rice, including six tons found 9-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. Three tons went to the refugee center at Nui
Loc Son. Co. B also destroyed two new NVA hootches in the vicinity.

F Trp., 17th Cav., which destroyed thre recently-used hootches and ferreted miscellaneous enemy equipment from a
tunnel, also moved 17 refugees to Que Son from an area 22 miles west of Tam Ky. Co. C, 431 Inf. moved four refugees
from than area to Nui Loc Son.

Operation Russel Beach, the assault on the Batangan Peninsula 20 miles southeast of Chu Lai by
Americal, Marine, Navy and ARVN forces, was relatively uneventful. Americal units, comprised of the 5-46
Inf. and the 4-3 Inf., killed one VC and captured a ton of rice.

Co. A, 4-3 Inf. killed the VC in the Batangan area shortly after noon, and Co. D, 4-3 Inf. found the rice five
miles northest of Quang Ngai City and sent it to a refugee center.

Over 1400 refugees had been checked through Americal lines before noon and, when the exodus had
slowed considerably, the 11-1/2 mile cordon of troops began its slow sweep toward the sea where Navy
elements maintain their coastal blockade.

The assault, largest of the Vietnam War, is designed to end enemy domination of th heavily-reinforced
peninsula area, a source of enemy refuge and supply for almost 20 years.

Operation Russell Beach incidents accounted for the only contact in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. A, 4-21 Inf,, let by 1LT Thomas L. Smith, killed an NVA and a VC, discovered three VC bodies, captured a weapon,
and destroyed an a enemy base camp. Other 11th Inf. Bde. units killed two VC and took one weapon.

Co. A killed the NVA and got his K-44 rifle near a stream 22 miles west of Duc Pho and nearby found graves on a hillside
of three VC killed by artillery. Co. A later killed a VC fleeing a nearby hut in a clearing.

The "Gimlets" also moved into an enemy base camp aof 12 huts, eight latrines, an aid station, a mess hall and several
bunkers. Recent footprints were apparent, and Co. A found medical supplies, bear traps and a large number of pigs
running loose.

Cos. A and B of the 1-20 Inf. each killed a VC west of Duc Pho. Co. A added 15 VC suspects while Co. B captured a k
44 rifle, an M-26 grenade, and M-60 machinegun ammo.

fBlue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cauv., killed five VC in four incidents west-northwest of Tam Ky, and A Trp., 1st Sqdn.,1st
Cauv. killed one VC west of Tam Ky in comparatively heavy action in the 1-1 area.

Seven Americal Division soldiers wer killed and 15 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial
report.




Vol. 3. No. 17 SUNDAY January 17, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SATURDAY
Mostly cloudy with showers in the morning and afternoon. Winds will be from the northwest in the morning
and from the northeast in the afternoon at 5-8 knots. High temperature, 81", lows 67'. Moon rises: 0715, set
1844,

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Major contact with an NVA force southwest of Quang Ngai City, and the first big
step forward in Operation Russell Beach highlighted increased enemy contact in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces reported killing nine NVA and 21 VC, detaining 29 enemy suspects, and capturing
11 individual weapons and 7200 pounds of rice.

An enemy ambush turned into an all-night battle between three companies of the 3-1 Inf. and an unknown-
size enemy force near a small village six miles southwest of Quang Ngai City. Seven NVA were Kkilled, four
weapons taken, and 22 suspects detained.

Other units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed five VC, captured two weapons, and detained seven VC suspects.

The 3-1 Inf.'s ordeal began late Wednesday night when Co. B was pinned down by heavy machinegun and
rocket fire in an enemy ambush sprung as an NVA prisoner of walked Co. B into a hail of fire while ostensibly
leading the way to a rice cache.

Cos. C and D moved in immediately to relieve the pressure by flanking the village and bottling up enemy
troops. Air Force planes circled overhead to provide all-night illumination as isolated action continued.

At dawn, an area sweep began, and Co. B reported killing 5 NVA. Co. D reported killing two and capturing
three Ak-47 rifles and a 7.62mm pistol. Co. C detained 21 enemy suspects, and Co. D nabbed one. Americal
units had not killed as many NVA in one day since Dec. 27.

A large supply of documents and assorted military equipment was captured along with an enemy map of the
Quang Ngai City area. Scattered incidents continued there yesterday.

Elements of the 4-21 Inf. killed two VC 20-21 miles west of Duc Pho and took a K-44 rifle. Co. A, 4-21 Inf.
recovered an AK-47 rifle from the spot where it had killed a VC the night before.

Co. A; 1-20 Inf. and a 1-20 recon unit each killed a VC near Mo Duc. Co. A also detained three VC
suspects in the area, and Co. B, 1-20 Inf. stopped four southeast of Mo Duc.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. logged their sixth VC kill in two days in a contact 10 miles west of Quang
Ngai City.

After another morning of aid to refugees leaving the Batangan Peninsula area, target of a gigantic assault
by Americal, Marine, Navy and ARVN forces, a platoon of Co. A, 4-3 Inf. crossed the Song Diem Diem to
begin the first in-depth probe of the enemy stronghold.

Co. A's thrust came shortly after noon and was supported by artillery fire and gunships of the 176th Aslt.
Hel. Co. which raked the small island to which the platoon moved on rubber rafts. Another element of Co. A
joined Co. C, 5-46 Inf. on the shore to provide ground cover for the crossing.

The platoon reached it's objective, a treeline, on the island and conducted a search of the area. Thirty-nine
enemy suspects were turned up in the probe, and several enemy fortifications and underground refuges were
destroyed.

Co. A killed one VC with small arms fire at 1250 hours and, 30 minutes later, found two more VC killed in
the artillery barrage. Later in the afternoon, Co. D, 4-3 Inf. found an M-1 carbine in a cave and Co. B, 5-46 Inf.
was given two M-1 rifles by three VC turned Chieu Hoi.

Cos. A and D, 4-3 Inf. found and evacuated 3400 pounds of rice to the refugee holding center behind the
cordon.

A 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. ship, piloted by 1LT William T. Koehler, killed two VC in the operational area while
carrying members of the Psyops team assigned to encourage refugee evacuation of the area.

As of 1600 hours, 2449 refugees had passed through Americal check points along the 11 1/2 mile cordon
line formed by the 4-3 and 5-46, and Marine and ARVN units. Troops on line concentrated throughout the
morning on tightening positions for the main sweep toward the sea.

(Continued)
(Continued) Vol. 3. No. 17 SUNDAY January 17, 1969

Scattered contacts have produced 10 VC killed and three individual weapons captured by Americal
elements in the operation. Joint force totals show 21 VC killed and six individual weapons taken.

Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed an NVA running six miles
southwest of Tien Phuoc, and the recon unit of the 1-52 Inf. engaged two VC, killed one, and captured and
AK-47 rifle and documents 6 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.



Led by three companies of the 3-21 Inf., units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and nine VC, and
captured one weapon and 3800 pounds of rice.

Co. B, 3-21 Inf. killed three VC in two contacts 9 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. Co. C killed two in separate
firefights 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. A engaged three and killed two in one incident 13 miles west
of Tam Ky.

An element of the 1-46 Inf. spotted two VC in the open and killed them 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky; and F
Trp., 17th Cav. saw three NVA running southwest, killed one with small arms fire, and captured his AK-47 rifle
21 miles west of Tam Ky.

F Trp. also moved 73 Vietnamese from the same area to the refugee center at Que Son.

Co. C, 2-1 Inf. and Co. B, 4-31 Inf. discovered 2000 and 1800 pounds of rice, respectively, and Co. C added
300 pounds of salt.

*kkk

C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. engaged and killed a VC 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky in the only incident
reported in the 1-1 area.

*kkk

Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and four were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.



Vol. 3. No. 18 SATURDAY January 18, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY
Mostly cloudy with showers in the morning. Winds will be from the northwest at about 5 knots. High
temperature will be 81' with a low of 67'. Moon rises at 0812 and will set at 1949 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Companies of the 3-21 Inf. ran their two-day total to 17 VC killed as Americal
Division forces reported killing one NVA and 18 VC, finding 20 NVA bodies, detaining 15 VC suspects, and capturing
seven individual weapons in southern | Corps yesterday.

Action in Operation Russell Beach was confined to search missions which netted two weapons but no enemy kils by
Americal units.

Four companies of the 3-21 Inf. killed 10 VC and captured four weapons while other units found the bodies of 20 NVA
and killed three VC in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.

Cos. A and C of the 3-21 Inf. each killed three VC, and Cos. B and D had two apiece, all in an area ranging from 8 1/2 -
14 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. The 10 kills were made between 0935 and 1430 hours.

At 1030 hours, Co. D engaged three VC and killed one nine miles west of Tam Ky and captured three rifes--an AK-47,
an SKS, and an M-16. Also found were three magazines apiece for the AK-47 and M-16, 63 rounds of small arms ammo,
a Chicom grenade, a U.S. bayonet, two NVA packs, and two U.S. mess kits with canteens.

Co. C captured an M-79 grenade launcher when it engaged and killed two VC in green uniforms 14 miles northwest of
Tam Ky.

Co. D, 2-1 Inf., led by 1LT James R. Sanders (Arvada, Colo.), discovered 15 graves containing 20 badly-mangled NVA
bodies 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The NVA are believed to have died in air strikes about a month ago. Seven empty
huts were destroyed nearby.

Co. C, 2-1 Inf., led by CPT John R. Slaybaugh (Lakeview, O.) located three small enemy base camps 22 miles
northwest of Tam Ky and destroyed three bunkers and 30 huts while capturing assorted military equipment.

A recon unit of the 2-1 Inf. also found a base camp and destroyed 14 camouflaged huts 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Other VC kills went to Co. B, 4-31 Inf. and two observation posts of the 2-1 Inf. In each case, VC were seen running 20-
21 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. One of the three was killed by Atrtillery fire directed from one OP.

Units of the 4-21 Inf. and 1-20 Inf. accounted for all kills in the 11th Inf. Bde. area where one NVA and ur VC died, five
of 10 VC detainees were wounded, and an Ak-47 was taken.

A recon element of the 4-21 Inf., led by 1LT Robert S. McEldowney (Hilo, Hawaii), engaged five Vc, killed three, and
captured the AK-47 at 1140 hours 25 miles west of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. saw three NVA in green uniforms moving into the mountains near Highway 515 6 1/2 miles northwest of
Duc Pho and called in the 6-11 Arty. to kill one. An hour later, Co. A, 1-20 Inf. killed an evading VC near No Duc 12 1/2
miles north of Duc Pho.

Co. A had earlier taken on six VC in a firefight and wounded four before detaining all six. Of the remaining detainees in
the 11th's area, one was caught while policing brass 12 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Co. D, 5-46 Inf. found and M-72 LAW rocket in a tunnel and a recon unit of the 4-3 Inf. captured an M-1
carbine as Americal units made little contact with the enemy in Operation Russell Beach on the Batangan
Peninsula 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

The cordon which encircles the peninsula was tightened only slightly and will move forward at
approximately 500 meters a day until a suspected two VC battalions are corralled within the cordon. Five VC
suspects were detained yesterday.

Co. D, 4-3 Inf. put a VC seamstress or tailor out of business by discovering an underground tailor shop within the cordon.
More than 20 VC flags, including several measuring 4 by 8 feet for use by large units, were found.

Also pulled out of the bunker were several bolts of cloth, sewing patterns, instructions on how to place the gold star on
the red and blue flag, and a letter of thanks from a field commander for his flag.

Co. D also extracted almost three tons of rice to be sent to the refugee center near quang Ngai City.

At 1600 hours, 2788 refugees had been checked through the Americal section of the 11 1/2 mile cordon. Of those, 35
were confirmed as members of the VC infra-structure.

After five days, Operation Russell Beach has accounted for 10 VC killed and four weapons captured. The overall
assault effort, which includes Marine, Navy, and ARVN troops, has logged 41 VC kills and seven weapons.

Many enemy fortifications have been destroyed from the air, including several yesterday when forward air controllers of
the 198th Inf. Bde. directed air strikes and heard four secondary explosions and saw seven secondary fires.

No other major incidents were reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC six miles northwest of Tam Ky in the Hardin Falls operational area of the
1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and seven were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to
an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 19 SUNDAY January 19, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT MONDAY

Mostly cloudy with chance of showers in the evening. Winds will be variable at about 5 knots. High
temperature will be 84" with a low of 68'. Moon will rise at 0900 hours and will set at 2050 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and 18 VC, detaining 14 VC
suspects, and capturing 4200 pounds of rice in light action in southern | Corps yesterday.
Operation Russell Beach produced two VC killed, 1000 pounds o rice evacuated, and several enemy
fortifications destroyed as Americal units joined Marine and ARVN troops in advancing their cordon of the
Batangan Peninsula.

*kkk

Quang Ngai City was the focal point for most of the action in the 198th Inf. Bde. area where 11 VC were
killed, including the two in Operation Russell Beach.

Co. B, 4-3 Inf., OPCON to the 198th for Russell Beach, caught five VC digging foxholes on the peninsula
eight miles northeast of Quang Ngai City and killed two while capturing one in a firefight. Co. A, 4-3 Inf.
evacuated 1000 pounds of rice to the refugee holding center.

Co. D, 5-46 Inf. blew up 310 more meters of tunnel complex to bring to 420 meters the total length of tunnel
passage the unit has destroyed in three days.

At 1600 hours, 3470 refugees had been moved off the peninsula to a holding area near Quang Ngai City.
Fifty-six had been identified as members of the VC infra-structure. The over-all VC casualty rate stood at 48
at 1900 hours.

Elsewhere in the 198th area, Co. C, 4-21 Inf. killed four VC at 1400 hours four miles northwest of Quang
Ngai City. Recovered in the skirmish was a 138-yard bolt of cloth. Nearby, a "Shark" gunship of the 174th
Aslt. Hel. Co. killed a VC fleeing the area.

Elements of the 1-52 Inf. killed four VC. Co. C engaged and killed three VC and captured three Chicom
grenades three miles southeast of Tien Phuoc.

Co. D, 1-6 Inf. found 32000 pounds of rice in two caches eight miles southwest of Chu Lai.

*kkk

Co. C. 3-21 Inf. killed four more VC to give the battalion 21 VC Kkills in three days as five VC were killed and
19 refugees relocated in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. C, led by CPT Richard Rinaldo (Pemberton, N.J.), killed the VC in four incidents 14-15 1/2 miles west of
Tam Ky. Three VC were killed by the second platoon on a search and clear mission.

An element of the 4-31 Inf. killed a VC and damaged two sampans 22 miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf. saw more of an elusive NVA unit and killed one in a pre-dawn firefight, while Co. A, 1-20 Inf.
killed two VC to account for all action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area. Thirteen VC suspects were detained.

Co. C engaged an unknown-size enemy force at 0155 hours and, on a dawn sweep, found a uniformed
NVA dead with eight Chicom grenades nearby.

The action occurred near a small village three miles southwest of Quang Ngai City, three miles closer to the
city than last Wednesday night's major conflict between the 3-1 and a large NVA force.

Co. A, 1-20 Inf. received sniper fire as it moved along a trail four miles northwest of Duc Pho. Return fire
killed a VC, and Co. A later killed another VC in a similar firefight two miles further northwest.

Cos. B and C, 1-20 Inf., operating three miles northwest of Duc Pho, detained four VC suspects, while "Aero
Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. corralled four more just west of Duc Pho.

Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 14 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.



Vol. 3. No. 20 MONDAY January 20, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT TUESDAY
Fair to partly cloudy. Winds from the southwest by west at 5 knots. High temperature of 86' with a low of 65'.
Moon will rise at 0943 hours and will set at 2147 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)-A surprise attack on the 3-1 Inf. headquarters and more activity than usual in the 1st
Sqdn., 1st Cav. area highlighted moderate action in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces reported killing four NVA and 20 VC, detaining 38 VC suspects, and capturing two individual weapons.

Americal units in Operation Russell Beach moved their cordon forward on the Batangan Peninsula and killed on VC while destroying
numerous enemy fortifications, mines, and booby traps.

At 2335 hours Saturday, the 3-1 Inf. headquarters received 35-40 rounds of 80mm mortar fire and a ground attack. An estimated two
sapper squads infiltrated the perimeter and detonated hand grenades, satchel charges, and RPG rounds.

American casualties were described as light while enemy casualties were unknown. Enemy RPG fire was directed at the same sitk late
last night but impacted outside the perimeter.

Two troops of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed one NVA and fourVC and captured an AK-47 rifle, and F Trp., 8th Cav. killed an NVA in the
busy 1-1 area.

CyTrp. engaged six VC at 1445 hours and killed three 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky. At 1115, A Trp. killed an NVA and took hs AK-47
six miles southwest of Tam Ky and, three hours later, killed a VC a half-mile away.

The F Trp. "Blue Ghosts" killed and NVA seven miles west of Tam Ky just after noon.

Co. D, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC near its night perimeter at 2200 hours as Operation Russell Beach wound up its seventh day with 52 VC killed
and eight individual weapons captured. Americal units have killed 11 VC and taken four weapons.

The joint forces cordon, which includes the Americal's 5-46 Inf. and 4-3 Inf. as well as Marine, Navy, and
ARVN units, moved slowly forward again despite mud, water, and heavy footing.

Working in clear, sunny weather, Americal troops slogged ahead to find and destroy numerous mines and
booby traps. Co. C, 5-46 Inf. reported blowing three anti-tank mines in place, and Co. C, 4-3 Inf. halted a VC
suspect carrying documents behind the cordon.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. detained two VC suspects without identification. Further inspection of the hut the pair had
vacated revealed 12 claymore mines, two M-14 mines, one unidentified mine, two M-79 rounds, an M-26
grenade, an 81 mm round, and an incendiary grenade.

Forward air controllers of the 198th Inf. Bde. directed several air strikes in the peninsula area, and one
resulted in two secondary explosions.

As of 1600 hours, 3646 of the estimated 5000 refugees in the area had been processed through the holding
center behind the cordon. Sixty-two had been identified as members of the VC infrastructure.

Three VC were killed elsewhere in the 198th area. An aerial observer of the 21st Recon Airplane Co. killed two VC 15 1/2 miles
southwest of Tam Ky, and an element of the 1-52 Inf. killed one seven miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Three battalions of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed two NVA and six VC and captured one weapon. Units of the 2-1 Inf. killed
four of the enemy, and tow companies of the 3-21 Inf. killed three.

An element of the 2-1 Inf. engaged and killed two VC 18 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. In Operation Fayette Canyon,
Cos. C and D, 2-1 Inf. killed one NVA apiece in an area 22-23 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Co. C recovered an AK-47.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed two VC in separate incidents 11 1/2 and 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. D, 3-21 Inf. killed
one 11 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. The other VC kill went to a recon unit of the 1-46 Inf. in a brief firefight 13 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

F Trp., 17th Cav. and Co. C, 4-31 Inf. relocated 75 refugees. F Trp. moved groups of 19 and 33 and 1000 pounds of
rice from 22-23 miles northwest of Tam Ky to Que Son. Co. C moved 23 refugees to Nui Loc Son from 23 miles west of
Tam Ky.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. and Co. A, 1-20 Inf., working together, accounted for five of six VC killed in
the 11th Inf. Bde. area. Thirty-five VC suspects were detained.

At 0810 hours, "Sharks" engaged and killed four VC 12 1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho and, at 16335, Co. A killed an
evading VC three miles to the southeast. At 0935, Co. A had detained 26 VC suspects while moving into Mo Duc on
Highway 1.

"Aero Scouts of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained four VC suspects in three incidents and killed a VC 6 1/2 miles northwest of
Quang Ngai City.

Viethamese civilians, acting under the Voluntary Informant Program (VIP), turned over the following items to E Trp., 1st
Sqdn., 1st Cav. 13 1/2 miles west of Duc Pho.

One 155mm round, five 105mm rounds, four B-40 rockets, 30 60mm rounds, 12 82 mm rounds, 11 81mm rounds, three
3.5 rounds, three Chicom grenades, one M-26 grenade, two M-79 rounds, a bangalore torpedo, an enemy gas mask, and
three magazines.

Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 15 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to
an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 21 TUESDAY January 21, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT WEDNESDAY
Partly cloudy. Winds form the east at 5-10 knots. High temperature will be about 85" with a low of 68'. Moon
will rise at 1022 hours and will set at 2240 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--More and heavier contact with NVA troops and continued success in operation Russell
Beach that included discovery of almost 15 tons of salt, culminated a busy day in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces reported killing 14 NVA and 22 VC, finding two VC bodies, detaining 45 VC suspects, and capturing two
individual weapons plus 29,110 pounds of salt and 7450 pounds of rice.

In a contact made in mid-morning and still alive early this morning Co. B, 4-21 Inf. confirmed killing at least three NVA in heavy fighting
with an unknown-size enemy force 6 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.

While patrolling the area, Co. B received and returned heavy machinegun and mortar fire to start an incident that flared throughout the
day and last night when the area was illuminated. Co. A, 4-21 Inf. came to Co. B's aid.

Other units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed 10 VC, found two VC bodies, and detained 23 VC suspects.

Two companies of the 1-20 Inf. killed four VC apiece, and one found a fifth killed by artillery. Co. E, the 1-20's mortar team, killed four VC
in support of Co. A near a small village 10 miles north of Duc Pho.

The 1-20 recon unit engaged six VC and killed four 6 1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho and, in a report delayed from Sunday night fourd a
VC killed by artillery a half-mile nearer Duc Pho.

"Shark" gunships of the 174 Aslt. Hel. Co. killed two evading VC eight miles north of Duc Pho, and Co. C, 31 Inf. found the three-day-old
grave of a VC killed by artillery 20 1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

For the third consecutive night the headquarters of the 3-1 Inf. received enemy fire. No report of casualties or damage was immediately
available.

No kills were recorded in Operation Russell Beach, but units of the 4-3 Inf. and 5-46 Inf. advanced almost
600 meters their cordon of the Batangan Peninsula, an area 6-10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City under
siege also by Marine, Navy and ARVN elements.

Americal soldiers were involved in seven incidents that saw two weapons captured, 18 bunkers and over
200 feet of tunnels destroyed, and 29,910 pounds of salt and 7450 pounds of rice seized.

In addition, Co. D, 4-3 Inf. was presented with 700 refugees who appeared on the beach after apparently
agreeing with the message being broadcast overhead by a 198th Inf. Bde. PSYOP helicopter. That exodus
brought to 4564 the number of refugees processed through the holding center behind the cordon.

With two consecutive days of clear weather behind them, Americal units have now destroyed 46 bunkers
and over 3000 meters of tunnel complexes in the eight days of Russell Beach. Eleven VC have been killed,
and six individual weapons captured.

Co. C, 5-46 Inf. uncovered two rice and salt caches yesterday. At 1630 hours, Co. C found 12 tons of salt
and a ton of rice seven miles northeast of Quang Ngai City. Earlier, Co. C had discovered 150 pounds of rice
and 110 of salt nearby.

Co. B, 5-46 Inf. turned up 5800 pounds of salt and 200 of rice, and Co. A, 43 Inf. came up with 3000
pounds of rice, all during the cordon movement. Co. D, 5-46 Inf. destroyed eight bunkers, and engineers
working with the 5-46 Inf. blew 10 bunkers and more than 200 feet of tunnel. Various enemy rounds were

also captured.

Elsewhere in the 198th area, 10 NVA and two VC were killed by gunships "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed the NVA in one action
and "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed the VC in two in two incidents.

F Trp came to the aid of the 4-6 ARVN Inf. in a large-scale battle that began at 2030 hours Sunday with an unknown-size NVA force
seven miles southwest of Tam Ky. ARVN units killed 30 NVA in fierce ground fighting, and F Trp. added 10 kills from the air.

"Aero Scout” kills came at 1000 and 1015 hours 11 miles southwest and 8 1/2 miles south of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 1-6 Inf., working eight miles south of Chu Lai, captured 1000 pounds of rice and detained 22 suspects.

Topped by the 3-21 Inf., one of the Americal's most active units this month, the 196th Inf. Bde. totaled 10 VC killed, 1100 pounds of rice
taken, and 37 refugees relocated.

Three units of the 3-21 killed six VC to bring the battalion total VC kill to 106 through the first 20 days this month. On only one day in that
period did the 3-21 fail to kill at least one VC, with its high coming Jan. 11 when 14 VC were killed.

The 3-21 recon unit killed four VC in three incidents yesterday. One died at 1115 hours 14 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky and , at1530,
the unit registered kills in two places---one where the morning action occurred and and [sic] 1 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

In Operation Fayette Canyon, an Americal Long Range Patrol surprised and killed three VC 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Ca B,
1-46 Inf. killed a VC two miles nearer Tam Ky.

F Trp., 17th Cav. and Co. A, A-31 Inf. found rice caches of 300 and 800 pounds, respectively, and Cos. B and D, 4-31 Inf. moved two
groups totaling 37 refugees from an area 27--28 miles west of Tam Ky to Nui Loc Son.

Fkkk

Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 20 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 22 WEDNESDAY January 22, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT THURSDAY
Forecast for tomorrow:: Mostly cloudy with intermittent rain in the morning and showers in the afternoon.
Winds from the northeast at 5-10 knots. High temperature of 81' with a low of 70'. Moon will rise at 1059
hours and will set at 2147 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Co. C, 4-3 Inf. killed more VC in slightly over five hours than all Americal units had killed in
eight days as Operation Russell Beach and the VC body count sky-rocketed yesterday.

Co. C killed 17 VC trying to break the joint assault force cordon of the Batangan Peninsula to highlight the heaviest
action in weeks in southern | Corps where Americal forces killed five NVA and captured seven individual and two crew
served weapons.

At 0850 hours, Co. C, part of an 11th Inf. Bde. unit OPCON to the 198th Inf. Bde. for Russell Beach, engaged and killed
three VC to begin a string of seven incidents behind the cordon line. Co. C killed one VC at 0905 and another at 0915. All
fell 6 1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

At 1005 and 1115, two more VC were killed a half-mile nearer Quang Ngai City. At 1350, the "Old Guard" troops used
81mm mortar fire to kill six VC and, 10 minutes later killed four more VC with a second 81mm mortar barrage.

Co. C, led by 1LT Ralph Burkhart (Kansas City, Mo.), upped the Americal's Russell Beach total to 30 VC
killed. Capture of five weapons by Co. D, 546 Inf. brought to 11 the number of individual weapons taken in
the operation.

Over-all Russell Beach totals, including those of Marine, Navy, and ARVN elements, are now 83 VC killed
and 24 individual weapons taken.

Co. D, led by CPT Michael R. Smith (New Lebanon, O.), was taken by two Hoi Chanhs to separate
weapons caches and seized two M-2 carbines, two BARs, and an M-1 rifle.

PSYOP teams also had a prolific day as 1771 refugees streamed out of the cordon area and thraugh the
processing center behind the line. In nine days, 6335 refugees have moved out of the area, and 119 of those
have been identified as members of the VC infra-structure.

In the only other action in the 198th area, "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed two VC in separate incidents 8 1/2 miles south and
12 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

With two units accounting for eight VC apiece, the 11th Inf. Bde. killed five NVA and 24 VVC and captured one individual and both crew-
served weapons.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. struck first and last in the area to kill eight VC in three incidents. At 0930, he "Sharks"
engaged and killed four VC 8 1/2 miles north of Duc Pho. At 1730, two VC were killed in the same place and, 10 minuteslater two more
were caught six miles north of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 4-21 Inf. found fresh graves of eight VC, five of whom had been killed by small arms fire and three by artillery six miles norhwest
of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 4-21 Inf. continued its sporadic encounters with an unknown-size NVA force 6 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City. Co. B
added five more NVA kills in three incidents after killing three NVA in Monday fighting in the same area.

Between 1445 and 1640 yesterday, Co. B registered an incident and hour, first killing three of an unknown number of NVA and capturing
an AK-47 rifle, and then engaging and killing one each and taking an RPG launcher.

A half-mile away, H Trp., 17th Cav., OPCON from the 198th to the 11th killed three VC and capured an RPG launcher.

An element of the 4-31 Inf. killed four VC in two actions four and 9 1/2 miles west of Quang Ngai City, and the "Aero Scouts" added their
third VC kill 11 miles north of Duc Pho.

The 3-21 INf. reported its third best day in the last 21 by killing 10 more VC to run its January total to 116 as the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 15
VC, captured one weapon, and welcomed seven VC bearing Chieu Hoi passes.

The 3-21 recon unit killed six VC in two encounters 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The "Gimlets" killed on VC and captured 750 pounds
of rice at 1330 and later engaged and killed five VC.

Co. D killed three VC in two incidents 12 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. A killed one 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. A and the recon unit of the 1-46 Inf. killed the remaining VC in two actions. At 0741, Co. A engaged and killed three 116 miles
northwest of Tam Ky and , in a delayed report, the recon element engaged and killed two at 1940 Monday a mile further northwest.

Operating 24 miles west of tam Ky, an Americal Long Range Patrol spotted four NVA and VC moving 156 meters from the concealed
LRP position. After detonating a claymore mine, the team recovered the blood-stained AK-47 rifle.

Near the LRP incident, Co. C, 2-1 Inf. found and destroyed 15 camouflaged huts and eight bunkers.

Four miles closer to Tam Ky, Co. A, 4-31 Inf. came upon seven VC waving a white flag and Chieu Hoi passes. The visitors were
accommodated.

Four Americal Division soldiers were killed, and seven were wounded and evacuated for medical

treatment, according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 23 THURSDAY January 23, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT FRIDAY
Forecast for tomorrow: Fair to partly cloudy. Winds east to southeast. High temperature of 86" with a low of
68'. Moon will rise at 1135 hours and will set at 2147 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL |QO)--The 3-21 Inf., pushing its average daily body count to almost six, yesterday added 10 more VC kills to
an impressive January total as action in southern | Corps turned moderate and scattered after Tuesday's high incident and enemy
casualty rate.

Amelt’?/cal forces reported killing seven NVA and 26 VC, detaining nine VC suspects, finding just under six tons of rice, and capturing four
weapons, one crew-served.

Operation Russell Beach also returned to relatively normal action as Co. C, 4-3 Inf., which killed 17 VC Tuesday, logged the only two
killed yesterday.

Four elements of the 3-21 Inf., led by the recon unit for the second consecutive day, provided the 196th Inf. Bde. with the major portion of
its 13 VC kills. Four rice caches totaling 700 pounds were also found.

The 3-21 recon unit, working 13 - 13 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky, killed one VC at 0930 and engaged and killed four at 1300.
One of the four was killed in the first burst of fire while the other three dove into a tunnel. Ignoring the advice of the recon's Kit Carson,
they refused to reappear and were killed in the tunnel.

Co. B spotted six VC moving 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky and directed artillery fire to kill two. A haltmile away, a 3-21 observation
post called artillery on two VC and killed one. Co. C found a VC killed by artillery 9 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky and Co. A, working near the
recon unit, killed one of four VC engaged.

A Vietnamese civilian led a platoon of Co. C, 1-46 Inf. to locate the body of a VC killed by small arms fire within the previous 24 hours
and 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

A Short Range Patrol of Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed a VC 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. A found the four small caches of rice, hidden
nearby in packets, 55-gallon drums, and five-gallon pails.

Co. C, 4-31 Inf. killed one of four VC engaged 20 miles west of Tam Ky.

In Operation Russell Beach, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. continued operations behind the cordon of the Batangan
Peninsula and again caught VC trying to flee the besieged area.

At 1255 hours, Co. C engaged five VC five miles northeast of Quang Ngai City and killed two in afirefight.
Meanwhile, forward air controllers of the 198th Inf. Bde. directed air strikes in support of the cordon and
observed two secondary explosions and 12 secondary fires.

In a delayed report, Co. D, 5-46 Inf. rounded up 81 refugees at 1920 Tuesday after the Vietnamese had
crossed a river to surrender. They were moved to the operation's Combined Holding and Interrogation
Center near Quang Ngai City.

The CHIC yesterday welcomed 559 more refugees who brought the nine-day total to 6894, including 119
identified as members of he VC infra-structure.

Dr. John Connelly, senior medical advisor in Quang Ngai Province, also reported welcoming a visitor. "We
delivered our first baby at CHIC today!"

Americal units in the operation have killed 32 VC and captured 11 individual weapons, while combined
Americal, Marines, Navy, and ARVN totals are 90 VC killed and 25 weapons captured.

Elsewhere in the 198th area, seven VC were killed and two individual and one crew-served weapons
captured. Five tons of rice were also found.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. killed three VC and took two AK-47 rifles and an RPG launcher in a VC attack on an

observation post at 0417 hours 5 1/2 miles south of Chu Lai. American losses were described as light.

An element of the 1-52 Inf. killed two of the three VC engaged 9 1/2 miles south of Tam Ky, and Co. C, 1-52 Inf. killed a VC 8 1/2 miles
southwest of Tam Ky. H Trp. 17th Cav. killed a VC six miles west of Chu Lai.

Working 8 1/2 miles south of Chu Lai, Co. D, 1-6 Inf. discovered five tons of rice and evacuated the cache to the Russell Beach CHIC.

Cos. A and B, 4-21 Inf. and the NVA continued their encounters 6 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City. Seven NVA were killed in
three incidents, while other units killed four VC, detained nine VC suspects, and destroyed a weapon.

At 1530, Co. B killed an NVA and, 30 minutes later, found the badly-burned bodies of five NVA killed in air strikes within the previous 24
hours. Cos. A had killed an NVA at 0720.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed one of two VC seen running nine miles north of Duc Pho. The other, carrying an Ak47
rifle, scooted into a tunnel which was promptly destroyed.

An element of the 3-1 Inf. twice spotted single VC running in the open and killed both. One was near the Song Tra Khuc 12 miles west
of Quang Ngai City and the other on a trail eight miles southwest of Quang Ngai City.

Five Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 20 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 25 SATURDAY January 25, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Partly cloudy to mostly cloudy. Winds easterly at 5-10 knots. High temperature of 85'
with a low of 68" Moon will rise at 1249 hours and will set at 0111 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Five days of hit-and-run encounters ballooned into a full-scale cordon operation backed by
air strikes and artillery fire as four Americal units surrounded and began to rout more than 100 trapped NVA yesterday near Quang Ngai
City.

Americal Division forces reported killing 16 NVA and 20 VC, detaining nine VC suspects, and capturing 17 weapons, five crewserved, in
southern | Corps.

In Operation Russell Beach, Marine and ARVN elements were halved and joined and joined two Americal battalions on line as the
cordon of the Batangan Peninsula narrowed in its steady sweep to the sea.

After the 4-21 Inf. had killed 20 NVA in sporadic action over four days, three more units moved in yesterday to establish a triangular
cordon near a small village 6 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City. Fifteen NVA and one VC were killed with three weaponscaptured.

Elsewhere in the 11th Inf. Bde. area, nine VC were killed.

Joining the 4-21 were elements of the 3-1 Inf. and B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., while gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. worked overhead with
Air Force and Marine jets, which devastated the well-fortified area with 2000-pound bombs. The area within the cordon covered
approximately one mile.

Ground troops moved to sweep the area after air strikes which left gigantic craters, uprooted jungle growth, and burning hutsand debris
in their wake. Enemy resistance int the area continued even after the heavy bombing.

Tunnels ranging to 40 feet in depth with six-foot entrnaceways and eight-foot thick ceilings were uncovered. NVA trenches rimming the
area were built in zigzag patterns to permit enemy riflemen to fire rapidly from one direction, the next.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. found five NVA killed by artillery, killed a sixth in the area, and captured a Chicom machinegun and an AK-47 rifle. Co. C,
3-1 Inf. killed an NVA.

Co. A, 4-21 Inf. killed two NVA in firefights, found one killed by artillery, and seized a Chicom machinegun. Co. A also found the lone
dead VC, an air strike victim. Co. B, 4-21 Inf. killed an NVA, as did another 4-21 element.

B Trp. killed two NVA in separate incidents, and F Trp. "Blue Ghosts" killed one while working with BTrp.

The five-day fight has produced 35 NVA and nine VC killed and six weapons, four crewserved. Only on American was wounded
yesterday, and five-day casualties were described as light. There were no American casualties Thursday.

In other 11th action, Co. A, 1-20 Inf. killed three VC in incidents 6 1/2 and 8 1/2 miles north of Duc Pho, and a 1-20 patrol killed on 13
miles south of Quang Ngai City.

Co. D, 3-1 Inf. killed a VC on a hill 14 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City, and another 3-1 element killed three VC in two actions three
and four miles further southwest. "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed the other VC 2 1/2 miles southwest of Duc Pho.

One battalion apiece of Marine and ARVN troops joined the 4-3 Inf., 5-46 Inf., and H Trp., 17th Cav. in Task
Force Cooksey at noon as Operation Russell Beach continued its strangle hold on one or more VC battalions
being slowly pinched toward the sea on the Batangan Peninsula.

What had been an 11 1/2 mile wide cordon when the operation began 12 days ago has narrowed to less
than five miles in the eastward sweep that has killed 109 VC and processed 8967 refugees, more than 300 of
whom are proven or suspected VC.

Nine VC were killed and one weapon taken in five incidents involving Americal units yesterday. H Trp. killed
its fourth VC within 2 1/2 hours at 0030 nine miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

Co. A, 4-3 Inf. killed three VC in two incidents 5 1/2-6 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City, and Co. D, 4-3
Inf. killed two in one encounter near the H Trp. action. An element of the 5-46 Inf. killed the seventh VC and
captured an M-1 carbine.

There were no major incidents reported elsewhere in the 198th area.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed two VC and found 13 weapons, three crew-served to top a relatively light day in the 196th Inf. Bde.
area. Other units killed one NVA and a VC.

After the second platoon of Co. C had killed an NVA and captured his AK-47 rifle, the third platoon led by 2LT Donald R.
Hains (San Jose, Calif.), found a weapons cache behind a large rock in the same area 10 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

Captured were six French 7.5mm submachineguns, two Chicom submachineguns, a British Bren .303-cal light
machinegun, a U.S. .30-cal machinegun, a 60mm mortar tube with tripod and two sights, and a BAR. Various rounds,
mines, magazines, and equipment were also located. Everything was heavily greased to protect against dampness.

Co. C, 2-1 Inf. killed an NVA 24 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and an element of the 431 Inf. killed a VC 20 1/2 miles west
of Tam Ky. Co. V, 4-31 Inf., working 29 miles west of Tam Ky, found and destroyed one bunker and 40 feet of tunnel.

No Americal Division soldiers were killed, and eight were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 26 SUNDAY January 26, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Mostly cloudy to partly cloudy. Winds southeasterly at 5-10 knots. High temperature of
86" with a low of 70". Moon will rise at 1331 hours and will se tat 0202 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Keeping up northwest of Quang Ngai City and north of Tam Ky, and getting ready to mop up in
Operation Russell Breach--that was the story in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces reported killing four NVA nd 37 VC, detaining eight VC suspects, and capturing three individual weapons in
moderate action.

Elements of the 4-21 Inf. and 3-1 Inf. continued their sweep of the cordoned Buff Triangle area 6 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City
where more than 100 NVA have been subjected to a heavy land and air bombardment since Monday.

Two NVA and two VC were killed yesterday to bring the six-day total to 37 NVA and 11 VC killed Co. C, 3-1 Inf. found and NVA and a
VC killed by artillery and killed an NVA who walked into an ambush at 0230 hours. Co. A, 421 Inf. killed the other VC.

Near a small village, the triangular cordon enclosed a one-mile area described by observers as "looking" like the face of the moon" after
air strikes and artillery shelling. Laced with tunnels and bunkers, the village area apparently served as staging quarters for between 100-
200 NVA troops.

Cos. A, C and recon of the 4-21 Inf., and Cos. B and C, 3-1 Inf. found and destroyed six tunnels measuring 170 feet in length and
destroyed 1850 pounds of rice in four caches yesterday. Another half-ton of rice was evacuated. Co. A also found a K-44 rifle and an
unidentified submachinegun in a tunnel.

More NVA bodies are thought to be in the triangle. Tunnels up to 40 feet deep have been discovered, and scattered resistance has
been met since the air strikes.

Seven VC were killed and eight VC suspects detained elsewhere in the 11th Inf. Bde. area.

Gunships accounted for three kills as "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed two VC in separate incidents seven miles west and 12
miles south of Quang Ngai City and "Sharks" of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed one 5 1/2 miles north of Duc Pho. As the "Stark" worked
overhead, the recon unit of the 1-20 Inf. rounded up six VC suspects.

Co. D, 1-20 Inf. found fresh graves of three VC killed by artillery within the previous 24 hours 9 1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

An element of the 3-1 Inf., working 12 1/2 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City, killed a VC trying to hide a bicycle in a hedgerow. The
bike had been rigged to carry rice or mortars.

In the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area north of Tam Ky, F Trp., 8th Cav. had its kest day in weeks. The "Blue Ghost" gunships kiled 13 VC in
seven incidents from 12 1/2 - 15 1/2 miles north. F Trp. killed a 14th VC nine miles west of Tam Ky.

The largest encounter came at 1335 when F Trp. engaged and killed five VC 12 1/2 miles north where three more VC were killedlater.
Four were killed in three actions 14 miles north and one 15 1/2 miles away.

One kill came in the Hardin Falls operation area.

Co. D, 4-3 Inf. killed three VC in as many incidents and captured a weapons as the joint forces cordon of the Batangan Peninsua
neared a final push forward.

The line of Americal, Marine, and ARVN troops has narrowed from 11 1/2 miles at the start of Operation Russell Beach to justunder
three miles wide. Once about eight miles from the sea, the cordon is now within 2 1/2 mies of forcing an estimated one or more VC
battalions into fighting or swimming.

As Marines and ARVN elements joined Americal's 4-3 and 5-46 Infs. and H Trp., 17th Cav. on line
yesterday, the cordon plowed ahead through dense minefields, booby traps, and tunnel complexes.

Co. D, 4-3 Inf. killed one VC trying to escape the cordon in a smallboat and later killed two more VC in the
same area nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai City. In a tunnel, Co. D found five VC suspects, two of them
female, a French submachinegun, and three grenades. One young VC surrendered earlier to Co. D as a
Chieu Hoi.

An element of the 3-25 Marine Regt. met 420 civilian refugees at the northern end of the cordon and took
them through the line. As of 1600, 9523 refugees had been moved off the peninsula, with 137 of them
confirmed VC infrastructure members and 153 VC suspects.

Americal totals in the 13-day operation are 49 VC killed and 14 individual weapons taken. Over-all totals

show 113 VC killed and 29 weapons captured.

Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, "Aero Scouts” killed two uniformed NVA 14 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, and
Co, A, 1-52 Inf. found a VC killed by fire from C Btry., 1-14 Arty three miles nearer Tam Ky.

The 3-21 Inf.'s January body count rose to 142 as Co. A killed three VC and Cos. B and C one apiece in the 196th Inf.
Bde. area. The kills came within 12-14 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

In other 196th action, the 71st Aslt. Hel. Co. engaged and killed three VC 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. A, 1-46
Inf. killed two VC in separate incidents a mile nearer Tam Ky.

Cos. A and B, 4-31 Inf. relocated 26 and 19 refuges, respectively, to Nui Loc Son from areas 24 and 30 miles west of
Tam Ky.

No Americal Division soldiers were killed, and four were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.
Twelve Marines were killed, and 38 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. All casualty figures
were based on initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 27 MONDAY January 27, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT TUESDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Fair to partly cloudy. Winds from the southeast at about 10 knots. High temperature of
88 with a low of 70. Moon will rise at 1415 hours and will set at 0254 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Two units of the 11th Inf. Bde., supported by gunships stayed at the heels of scattering
NVA and VC west-northwest of Quang Ngai City, and cavalry units joined Operation Russell Beach to highlight Americal
Division action yesterday.

Americal forces reported killing nine NVA and 28 VC, finding one VC body, detaining 10 VC suspects, and capturing four
individual weapons and 3450 pounds of rice in southern | Corps.

Day-long sweeps in an area 7-8 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai City from the Buff Triangle south of the Song Tra
Khuc netted three NVA and 10 VC killed and two weapons captured by elements of the 3-1 Inf. and 4-21 Inf. and "Shark"
gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co.

Elsewhere in the 11th Inf. Bde. area, other units of the 3-1 Inf. killed six NVA and four VC.

Yesterday's sweep came after six days of fighting an NVA force concentrated in a one-mile area 6 1/2-7 miles northwest
of Quang Ngai City. Americal troops swept that area and from 2-3 miles south to the Song Tra Khuc.

Co. A, 4-21 Inf. killed two NVA and captured their rifles, an M-16 and an AK-47, and Co. B, 3-1 Inf. killed the other NVA
and found 1850 pounds of rice.

Co. A also killed two VC in one incident, while the 4-21 recon unit killed three VC in as many encounters. Cos. B and C,
4-21 Inf. each killed a VC and another element of the 4-21 also killed one.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf. killed one VC, and the "Sharks" killed the other in the sweep area.

Three units of the 3-1 were involved in all action beyond the sweep. In two incidents, Co. D killed four NVA of seven
engaged and then one VC 14 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City. A halfmile away, the 3-1 recon unit engaged 10 NVA
and killed two with mortar fire.

Another element of the 3-1 killed three VC in two actions 17 1/2 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City.

A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. and H Trp., 17th Cav. joined Americal, Marine, Navy, and ARVN forces early this
morning as Operation Russell Beach continued to press forward and the cordon of the Batangan Peninsula
where one or more VC battalions are reportedly trapped.

Cavalry units made a beach landing to link with Americal's 5-46 Inf. as part of the cordon waited on the
western bank of the Song Chau Me Dong, last natural barrier to a sweep to the sea.

Units of the Americal's 4-3 Inf. killed a VC and captured two weapons in slim action yesterday as the cordon advanced
cautiously through mined and tunnel-laced areas. The 4-3 recon unit killed the VC 9 1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai
City, close to two spots where Co. D found an M-1 rifle and M-1 carbine.

The carbine was turned up in a tunnel after two Hoi Chanhs told D Co. they had seen a VC intelligence representative in
the area carrying a U.S. carbine. A reinforced D Co. patrol found the carbine and personnel items in the tunnel but failed
to locate the VC.

Near that find, the patrol discovered a large tunnel complex dug into the side of a hill. Tunnel rats reported searching
400-500 meters and finding cubbyhole sleeping niches carved every five meters. Estimates were that more than 300
people could sleep there and that the tunnel had been used within the previous 24 hours.

Refugees continued to pour out of the area as 829 more were removed tot he holding center where 10357 refugees
have been processed, with 142 confirmed as VC infra-structure members and 192 classified as VC suspects. Twenty-four
babies have been born in the 14-day existence of the refugee center.

No major incidents were reported elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

Three ground units and "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed 11 VC and found one VC body in scattered action in tre 196th
Inf. Bde. area.

Co. B, 2-1 Inf. directed artillery fire to kill three of four VC seen moving 24 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. In a day-old report, Co. A, 2-1
Inf. found the grave of a VC killed 30-40 days ago by small arms fire a half-mile further northwest.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed two of three VC engaged during a search and clear operation and discovered 1600 pounds of rice in a tunnel 24
miles west of Tam Ky where Co. C, 4-31 also killed a VC. The 4-21 recon unit killed a VC 20 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghosts" killed three VC in separate actions, 12, 17 and 17 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. C, 3-21 killed one VC 10 miles west
of Tam Ky.

Co. B, X—Sl Inf. relocated 23 refugees to Nui Loc Son from an area 26 miles west of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghosts" also killed two VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area nine and 11 miles north of Tam Ky. The kills were F Trp.'s 15th and 16th
in the 1-1 area in the past two days and upped its two-day total in all areas to 19 VC killed.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 22 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.
Seven Marines were killed, and two were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. All casualty figures

were based on initial reports.




Vol. 3. No. 28 SUNDAY January 28, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT WEDNESDAY

Tomorrow's forecast: Fog in the morning in valleys and low areas. Fair to partly cloudy. Winds from the

southeast at 5-15 knots. High temperature 90" with a low of 70'. Moon rise at 1503 hours, set at 0347 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--It's a case of "any day now" in Operation Russell Beach and a case of "every
day now" to the west-northwest of Quang Ngai City.

Preparations for a final surge forward continued yesterday on the Batangan Peninsula while, some 12
miles west, units of the 11th Inf. Bde. pounded scattered VC elements in the 11th's biggest day in weeks.

Americal Division forces reported killing 64 VC, detaining 15 VC suspects, and capturing slightly over a ton
of rice in southern | Corps. For the first time in 14 days, no NVA were encountered.

Three companies of the 5-46 Inf. crossed the Song Chau Me Dong to join A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. and H
Trp., 17th Cav. on the east bank in preparation for today's Russell Beach probe of approximately 1 1/2 miles
between cordon and sea.

When the entire cordon moves across the river, Cos, B, C, and D, 546 Inf. will line up with Co. D, 4-3 Inf.
and two Marine companies to lead the way. Other 546 and 4-3 Inf. units remain behind the narrowing line to
conduct sweeps with Marine and ARVN elements. Navy ships still stand off shore.

In four brief skirmishes yesterday, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. killed three VC behind the cordon 5 1/2 miles northeast of
Quang Ngai City, and Co. B, 546 Inf. found a VC killed by small arms fire in the cordon area four miles
further northeast. Cos. C also found a 600-pound rice cache.

Marine units discovered the intricate tunnel complexes in the immediate cordon area. Co. M, 3-26 Regt.
searched a 25 by 30-foot complex consisting of 10 tunnels leading to a large center area recently occupied,
and Co. L, 3-26 entered a 500-foot tunnel complete with brick and concrete reinforcements and branch
tunnels.

PSYOP missions encouraged 334 more refugees to leave the peninsula area and brought to 10,691 the
number who have fled since Russell Beach began 115 days ago. More than 350 refugees are confirmed VC,
and 121 VC have been killed in the operation.

Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, Co. C, 1-52 Inf. engaged three VC and killed two 8 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, and Co. D, 1-6
Inf. found 1000 pounds of rice six miles south of Chu Lai.

Three ground units and air elements killed 40 VC in 15 clashes in the 11th Inf. Bde. area where heavy action was centered forthe eighth
consecutive day from 5-8 1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai City. Fifteen VC suspects were detained.

In one of the largest single-unit encounters in the last month, the recon unit of the 4-21 Inf. battled 13 VC in an extended firefight that left
11 VC dead and two wounded but able to avoid capture 8 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City. the dead carried VC ponchos and
wore new clothing. No Americans were killed or injured in the encounter.

Three miles below that action, Co. A, 4-21 Inf. killed three VC in two incidents and detained three VC suspects.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., working with Co. A, 1-20 Inf., killed seven VC in two actions eight miles north and 15 1/2
miles northwest of Duc Pho. "Sharks" engaged eight VC and killed four in one incident and engaged and killed three for Co. A, which
killed one VC and then found the buried bodies of five killed by artillery fire.

Co. D, 1-20 Inf. killed two VC in separate incidents 12-12 1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho, and Co. C, 3-1 Inf. killed a VC six miles
northwest of Quang Ngai City.

Another element of the 3-1 Inf. killed nine VC in four encounters from 12-13 miles west-southwest of Quang Ngai City, and an element of
the 4-21 Inf. found a VC killed by air strikes six miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.

Three units found small rice caches totaling 550 pounds in the area of heaviest action westnorthwest of Quang Ngai City.

Nine VC were killed in as many incidents in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where Co. A, 321 Inf. accounted for three VC as did 1-46 Inf. units.

Co. A killed VC 12 1/2 - 14 1/22 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The 1-46 recon unit killed two VC, one with artillery fire in a battle with an
unknown-size enemy force 19 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. C, 1-46 Inf. killed a VC 15 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Co. C,
2-1 Inf., working with Popular Force troops, engaged two VC and killed one 21 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky and, about a mile
away, Co. D, 2-1 Inf. called in artillery to kill one of four VC seen moving nearby.

The other VC kill went to Co. D, 4-31 Inf. 24 miles west of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. joined C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. in a three-hour fight with VC elements 16 miles north-northwest of
Tam ky. The two troops killed nine VC in the only action in the 1-1 area.

In eight incidents between 1510 and 1815 hours, F Trp. killed seven VC and C Trp. two. The kills brought F Trp.'s threeday total to 26
VC killed.

Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 22 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.
No Marines were killed, and tow were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. All casualty figures
were based on initial reports.




Vol. 3. No. 29 WEDNESDAY January 29, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT THURSDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Partly to mostly cloudy in the morning, becoming partly cloudy in the afternoon. Winds
will be from the southeast at 5-10 knots. High temperature 90 with a low of 74. Moon will rise at 1554 and set
at 0440.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--VC elements on the Batangan Peninsula are gradually being denied use of the
clever, intricate, and well-used complex of bunkers and tunnels lacing the peninsula area.

Major contact with enemy troops failed to materialize again yesterday in Operation Russell Beach as
Americal and Marine units poked through 21 tunnels and the familiar maze of booby traps.

Including the one VC body found in the operation, Americal Division forces throughout southern | Corps
reported killing one NVA and 27 VC, finding the bodies of an NVA and a VC, and capturing six individual
weapons in light action.

Co. C, 5-46 Inf. found the two week-old body of a VC killed by small arms fire nine miles northeast of
Quang Ngai City, and Marine Co. L, 3-26 Regt. captured two SKS rifles and an M-2 carbine while searching a
tunnel on the cordon line 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

Co. L had previously searched a tunnel with no results, although many of the 21 tunnels searched showed
evidence they had been occupied recently.

Co. D, 5-46 Inf. found 17 tunnels in three incidents, including discovery of one complex with 13 tunnels of
various size. Co. D also found a 10 by 20 foot room under the false floor of a hootch. Everything was
destroyed.

Co. B, 5-46 Inf. found and destroyed 10 bunkers, and Co. C, 5-46 Inf. found a dud 250-pound bomb.

Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, Co. C, 1-52 Inf. found the body of a VC killed by air strikes eight miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

Action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area was again centered to the west-northwest of Quang Ngai City where two
units discovered on NVA body and killed eight VC. Other 11th elements killed on NVA and eight VC and
captured an AK-47 rifle.

The recon unit of the 4-21 Inf. returned to the scene of Monday's heavy fighting near a small village eight
miles northwest of Quang Ngai City and located the graves of five VC killed in that fight. The recon unit,
which received sniper fire in the area, had killed 11 VC in one firefight there Monday.

A mile further northwest, Co. A, 4-21 Inf. killed a VC and, 5 1/2 miles north-northwest of Quang Ngai City,
Co. B, 4-21 Inf. found the week-old body of an NVA killed by artillery fire.

Six miles northwest of Quang Ngai City, Co. B, 3-1 Inf. found two VC killed by small arms and artillery fire
and destroyed 800 pounds of rice, two tunnels, and three bunkers in five incidents.

Southwest of Quang Ngai City, elements of the 4-31 Inf. killed and NVA and five VC. Co. D engaged three
NVA, killed one, and took his AK-47 rifle, 12 1/2 miles southwest where another 4-31 element earlier found
three VC Kkilled by artillery fire. That element then killed two VC five miles further southwest.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., continuing a string of successful missions in the past week,
engaged and killed three VC five miles north of Duc Pho while supporting Co. A, 1-20 Inf. in day-long
operations.

Co. A killed five VC in as many encounters, and Co. C added one as the 3-21 Inf. accounted for most of the
196th Inf. Bde.'s nine VC killed. Two weapons were captured.

Co. A's kills came between 1140 and 1345 hours from 14-15 1/2 miles north northwest of Tam Ky. The final
action in which Co. A engaged eight VC, netted and AK-47 rifle. Co. C's kill came 11 miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 4-31 Inf. engaged and killed two VC at 2220 hours 24 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky in rugged jungle
area. Nearby another 4-31 element captured an SKS rifle.

The other VC kill went to an element of the 1-46 Inf. 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

In the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area, "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. recorded their 27th VC kill in four days in a
brief encounter seven miles north of Tam Ky.

One Americal Division soldier was wounded and evacuated for medical treatment according to an initial
report. No Marines were reported killed or injured.




Vol. 3. No. 31 FRIDAY January 31, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SATURDAY

Mostly cloudy in the morning, with possibility of rain in the afternoon. Winds will be from the northeast at 5-10

knots. High temperature will be 82" with a low of 70'. Moon rise will be at 1742 hours and set at 0618 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0O)--Excellent coordination between ground and air elemetns helped the 11th Inf.
Bde. to the lead among Americal units as action picked up yesterday in southern | Corps.

Americal forces reported kiling five NVA and 51 VC, findin one VC, detaining eight VC suspects, and
capturing seven weapon, one crew-served.

In Operation Russell Beach, two VC were killed, one VC body found, and one weapon captured as Americal
and Marine units pressed through more mines, booby traps, and tunnels in their cordon of the Batangan
Peninsula.

Of 37 Kkills in the 11th Inf. Bde. area, 25 were by air elements as five NVA and 32 VC were killed and three
weapons captured one crew-served.

In the day's largest encounter, the command and control helicopter of the 3-1 Inf. engaged an unknown-size
enemy force 11 miles west-southwest of Quang Ngai City at 1115 hours and killed five NVA and seven VC.

At 1000 and 1010, the C&C killed two more VC 12 1/2 miles westsouthwest of Quang Ngai City.

"Sharks" to the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. engaged and killed eight VC eight miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai
City. "Sharks" have killed 19 VC in the past four days and 38 in the past two week.

The other gunship kill went to "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. 13 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

The recon unit of the 4-21Inf. upped its four-day body count to 25 VC by killing four more in three incidents
nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai City. One carried black cloth and 25 feet of det cord. Nearby, Co. A, 4
21 Inf. found a VC killed by artillery and killed by artillery and killed by artillery and killed a VVC in a firefight.

The recon unit of the 1-20 Inf. called in artillery fire to kill two VC running into a hut six miles west of Duc
Pho, and Co. B, 1-20 Inf. killed two VC in two incidents foru miles nearer Duc Pho.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf. killed two VC seven miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai City after finding a weapons cache
nearby earlier, Included were a 60mm mortar tube, a 16-guage shotgun, and a rifle of undetermined origin.
All were heavily rusted.

Action tapered off in Operation Russell Beach where Co. A, 5-46 Inf. found the four-day-old body of a VC
killed by air strikes; HQ Co., 4-3 Inf. killed a VC; and Marine Co. M, 3-26 Regt. killed two of the three VC
engaged. All were killed behind the main cordon line.

Elements of the main line moved forward approximately 500 meters and again encountered numerpous
mines and booby traps. Co. M also found and destroyed a tunnel complex and took documetns from another
tunnel.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. was being led by a Hoi Chanh to a tunnel complex when the Hoi Chanh stepped on a mine
or booby trap, killing himself. No Americans were killeld.

Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, Co., C, 1-52 Inf. engaged three NVA, killed two, and captutred a K-50
rifle 11 miles southwest of Tam Ky. The 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed two VC after receiving automatic weapons
fire 11 miles north of Quang Ngai City.

Four companies killed six VC and captured three weapons in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. C, 4-31 Inf. came under fire and returned it to kill three VC and capture AK-47 and K-50 rifles 24 1/2
miles west of Tam Ky; and Cos. A and C, 3-21 Inf. killed three VC in two incidents 13 1/2 miles west of Tam
Ky; Co. D. 3-21 Inf. took an SKS rifle 14 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav maintained the strong showing by gunships as they brought their six-day
total of VC killed to 40 by killing eight in seven incidents north and west of Tam Ky.

Three kills came 9 1/2 miles north of Tam Ky in two actions, and the rest were from 10-17 miles to the north
and west.

Fifteen Americal Division soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, as were two
Marines. All casualty figures were based on initial reports.




Vol. 3. No. 32 SATURDAY February 1, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY
Mostly cloudy with showers in the morning and afternoon. Winds will be generally from the northeast at about
10 knots. High temperature will be 80" with a low of 67'. Moon will rise at 1835 hours and set at 0703 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)-Increased action behind the cordon of the Batangan Peninsula, another encounter with a
large NVA force, and discovery of a weapons cache highlighted a busy day for Americal Division forces in Operation
Russell Beach and throughout southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal units reported killing 15 NVA and 41 VC, finding two VC bodies, detaining nine VC suspects, and capturing 29
weapons, 13 crew-served.

Americal and Marine elements killed 14 VC, found a VC body, and captured an M-1 carbine in three incidents near the
main cordon line and three for to rear [sic].

H Trp., 17th Cav. engaged a large group of VC trying to escape behind the cordon near the beach and killed 10 at 1425
hours seven miles east-northeast of Quang Ngai City. At 1550, H Trp. killed another evading VC and took the carbine.

Co. C, 4-3 Inf. found a VC killed within the previous 24 hours by gunships seven miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

Some four miles ahead on the cordon, Marine Cos. L and M, 3-26 Regt. accounted for the other VC kills. Co. M found
the body of a VC killed by small arms fire and , an hour later killed a VC in a firefight. At 2100, Co. L engaged two VC on
line and killed one.

In delayed Thursday reports, Marine Co. K, 3-26 Regt. found and destroyed three tunnels in early afternoon
on line, while Co. M located a tunnel containing nine cattle. Co. B, 5-46 Inf. found and destroyed five tunnels
with cots and eating facilities yesterday, and Co. B, 4-3 Inf. evacuated 5000 pounds of rice from well behind

the line to a refugee center.

Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn. yesterday brought its Russell Beach totals to 269 bunkers, 83115 meters of tunnels, 45 structures and 6L mines,
dud rounds, and booby traps destroyed.

Refugees processed off the peninsula now total 11,270, with 218 confirmed members of the VC infrastructure and 92 VC suspects.
Through the first 19 days of the operation, Americal units have killed 73 VC, Marines 59, and ARVN 19.

Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, Co. C, 1-52 Inf. scrapped with an unknown-size NVA force 10 miles south-west of Tam Ky. Nine
NVA were killed by air strikes Thursday at 1905, and five more died in an artillery barrage yesterday at 1045.

Action began Thursday when Co. C. watched a large NVA force moving toward its night perimeter and then received several 82mm
mortar rounds. Air strikes drove off the attackers. Atrtillery was called in yesterday to kill five NVA seen running into ahootch. An AK-47
rifle was taken.

Following a trail and its instincts paid of for Co. C, 3-1 Inf. which discovered a hastily-concealed enemy weapons cache in the area of
last week's heavy fighting 6-7 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai City.

Including Co. C's find, units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and 24 VC, found a VC body, detained four VC suspects, and captured
27 weapons, 13 crew-served.

Shortly afternoon, Co. C found an apparent enemy observation post and began following a trail out of the Op area. Discoveryof a rock
formation that appeared to have been used as a sleeping position prompted a closer search, and the cache was found poorly hicden
under rocks and bushes nearby.

Crew-served weapons found included nine BARs, two U.S. .30-cal machineguns, a French machinegun, and a French M-29 automatic
rifle. Also found were six M-1 rifles, four K-44 rifles, two French MAS-36 rifles, and two Russian submachineguns.

Various supplies and ammo were also taken in the cache. Later, Co. C found
the body of a VC killed by artillery.

Only four units accounted for the rest of the action as the command and control helicopter of the 3-1 Inf. killed 13 VC in six incidents and
the recon unit of the 4-21 Inf. killed ten VVC in four encounters.

The C&C engaged small groups of VC throughout the day in areas ranging from 11 1/2 miles southwest to 21 1/2 miles westsouthwest
of Quang Ngai City. The recon kills came between 8-11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City where action has increased since last week's
fighting nearby.

An Americal Long Range Patrol killed an NVA 116 miles west-southwest of Quang Ngai City, and "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn.
killed a VC 4 1/2 miles west of Duc Pho.

Action was unusually light in the 196th Inf. Bde. area as Co. B, 3-21 Inf. killed two VC nine miles west-northwest of Tam Ky in the only
major incident. F Trp., 17th Cav relocated 101 refugees to Que Son from an area 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed a VC 8 1/2 miles westnorthwest of Tam Ky in the only action in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 24 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. One Marine was
killed, and 20 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. All casualty figures were based on initial reports.




Vol. 3. No. 34 MONDAY February 3, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT TUESDAY
Tomorrow's forecast calls for partly cloudy skys. Winds will be northeasterly at 510 knots. High temperature
will be about 85' with a low of 68'. The moon will rise at 2019 hours and will set at 0823 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL |0)--Scattered resistance and moderate action prevailed as Operation Russell Beach
yesterday wound up its third week on the Batangan Peninsula with two Marine companies on the northern
beaches and more Americal and marine units nearing the central and southern coasts.

Action was also moderate throughout southern | Corps as Americal Division forces reported killing 41 VC,
finding one VC body,, detaining 18 VC suspects, and capturing six weapons.

Marine Co. |, 3-26 Regt., working behind the cordon, and three Americal units found, three VC suspects
held, and six M-72 LAW rockets taken in Russell Beach.

At 0550, Co. | killed two VC 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City and, nearly 15 hours later, engaged
eight VC nearby and killed four. Co. | was cleaning up behind Cos. K and M, 3-26 Regt. which moved to the
northern edge of the peninsula Saturday.

Co. C, 4-3 Inf. found and M-72 nine miles northeast of Quang Ngai City and , two hours later, found the
body of a VC killed several days ago by small arms fire nearby. Another 4-3 element killed a VC a mile
further back.

H Trp., 17th Cav., working with an ARVN unit, caught three VC suspects carrying five M-72 LAWSs on the
southern edge of the beach nine miles east-north-east of Quang Ngai City.

Co. M, 3-26 Regt., poking through a small village on the northern coast, found a VC hiding, 150 pounds of
rice and 150 of corn, and an ammo can rigged into a booby trap with an 82mm mortar.

Near the central coast, Co. D, 546 Inf. discovered and destroyed two small tunnels and found three tunnels
caved in by previous air strikes in the area.

There were no Americal or Marine casualties on the peninsula.

Led by "Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed 20 VC and detained 12
VC suspects in seven incidents.

Between 0820 and 0855, "Sharks" killed nine VC in three encounters seven miles northwest of Quang Ngai
City. Nearby, Co. B, 4-21 Inf. found and destroyed a tunnel 160 meters long.

In mid-afternoon, Co. D, 3-1 Inf. received heavy small arms fire and returned it along with an artillery barrage
to kill six VC 19 1/2 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City. Six miles closer to Quang Ngai, the 3-1 recon unit
engaged four VC and killed two.

Co. A, 4-21 Inf. killed a VC and detained a VC suspect, and Co. B, 4-21 Inf. detained six VC suspects 7 1/2
miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai City. Co. B, 1-20 Inf. killed two VC 5 1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Military Police at 11th Inf. Bde. headquarters detained five military-age males.

The 3-21 Inf., opening the new month in the same way it performed throughout January, accounted for all
10 VC killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. A killed five VC in three incidents, including three in one action 15 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.
Single kills were recorded 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. C encountered four VC at 0730 and killed three in a firefight 11 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. B
engaged and killed two VC 11 miles west-north-west of Tam Ky.

F Trp., 8th Cav. and B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed four VC in the 1-1 area. After E Trp. killed two VC 15
miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, each troop killed a VC eight miles north of Tam Ky.

Two Americal Division soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial
report. For the second consecutive day, no Americal or Marine soldiers were killed.




Vol. 3. No. 39 SATURDAY February 8, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY

Tomorrow's forecast calls for cloudy to mostly cloudy skys. Winds will be variable at 515 knots. High

temperature of 75' with a low of 65'. The moon will rise at at [sic] 2340 hours and will set at 1132 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--A day of firefights for Co. A, 3-21 Inf. and a day of discoveries for F Trp., 17th
Cav. gave the 196th Inf. Bde. the best overall showing among Americal Diision units yesterday.

Throughout southern | Corps, Americal forces reported killing 57 VC, detaining 10 VC suspects, capturing five individual
weapons, finding 9 1/2 tons of rice, and relocating 260 refugees as action increased sharply.

Co. A, 3-21 Inf,, led by CPT Thomas ?uffing (Pittsburgh, Pa.), killed 14 VC in six incidents, and F Trp., 17th Cav. found
19,000 pounds of rice in two caches, three sugar cane factories, and an abandoned VC marketplace. Other 196th
elements killed four VC and captured three weapons.

Between 0930 and 1345 hours, Co. A engaged VC elements six times from 12 1/2- 13 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.
eight VC were killed in three actions in the same place.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC 16 miles west of Tam Ky, and the 3-21 recon unit killed a VC 12 1/2 miles west-south-west of
Tam Ky.

Co. B, 2-1 Inf. fired on its perimeter after two trip flares were ignited at 2019 Thursday night. A daylight check revealed
one VC killed 24 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

An Americal Long Range Patrol, operating 24 1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky, killed a VC fleeing an attempt to
capture him.

In a hole covered by weeds, Co. B, 1-46 Inf. found three BARs three B-40 rockets, and a bangalore torpedo.

Cos. B and C, 2-1 Inf. moved the major refugee groups- 89 and 148 people, respectively--to An Hoa from an area 24
miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. Recon and Co. C, 4-31 Inf. moved 23 more refugees in three groups to Nui Loc Son
from 21-23 miles west of Tam Ky.

F Trp. discoveries were made in a small area 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky. At 1900 Thursday, F Trp. found 150
abandoned huts containing nine tons of polished rice and, yesterday, F Trp. turned up nine 100-pound bags of dried
potatoes in one hut and nearby found 1000 pounds of sandbagged rice in graves.

F Trp. also found three abandoned sugar cane factories, each 30 by 40 feet with grinding wheels and vats and 4500
pounds of brown sugar. One factory was in operating condition and had been used recently. Six small bags of vegetables
and eight bags of dried fish were also taken.

Arranged on both sides of a trail were 15 huts forming a marketplace nearby. A sign on one hut urged Viethamese
people to rebel against American and South Viethamese and "rally" to the VC cause. The structures were destroyed and
the signs extracted.

Delayed accounts of sharpshooting by two artillery units brought the 11th Inf. Bde. count to 28 VC killed on one of the
area's quietest days in weeks.

Btry. A, 3-18 Arty. and Btry. C, 6-11 Arty. killed 18 VC at 1830 Wednesday after an 11th Bde. observation post spotted
60-70 uniformed and arms VC walking in five to 10-man groups 11 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai.

When the same OP spotted 12 VC, again uniformed and armed, in the same area at 1800 Thursday, Btry. C fired to kill
eight VC.

In Operation Vernon Lake I, Co. D, 3-1 Inf. engaged eight VC, killed one, and captured an M-16 rifle and an unknown-
type rifle at noon 11 miles west southwest of Quang Ngai.

Co. D, 1-20 Inf. recorded the other VC kill 12 1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 5-46 Inf. was the most active unit in Operation Russell Beach with Marine troops no longer under
operational control of Task Force Cooksey on the Batangan Peninsula.

In a delayed report, Co. B ambushed and killed a VC at 2010 Thursday. Co. B yesterday detained seven
VC suspects in two tunnels and a military aged male carrying rice along the coast. The incidents occurred 11
miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

Five VC were killed elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 1-52 Inf., killed two of three VC engaged near a river 15 miles
southwest of Tam Ky and Co. C. 1-52 killed a VC after working itself out of an ambush three miles nearer
Tam Ky.

Another UH-1, working with the 5-46 Inf,, killed a VC 9 1/2 miles southeast of Chu Lai, and Co. D, 1-6 Inf.
killed a VC six miles south of Chu Lai.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed five VC in as many encounters in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area.

Two kills occurred 14 1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. The others took place nine miles west-northwest
and seven and 10 miles northwest of Tam Ky.




Vol. 3. No. 41 MONDAY February 10, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT TUESDAY
Tomorrow's forecast calls for fair to partly cloudy skies. Winds will be from the east-southeast at 5-10 knots.
High temperature will be about 86' with a low of about 65'. The moon will rise at 0146 hours and will set at
1311 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--One of the largest weapons caches found by an Americal Division unit in the
Vietnam war was discovered yesterday by Co. C, 1-52 Inf. to highlight a day of moderate action in southern |
Corps.

Americal forces reported killing 39 VC, detaining 15 VC suspects, and capturing 66 weapons, three crew-
served. Also, 68 refugees were relocated, and 3500 pounds of rice were found and destroyed.

Co. C, 1-52 Inf., led by CPT James Hall (San Antonio, Tex.), was patrolling a mountainous forest area near
a rice paddy 12 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky when a large outdoor classroom with desk and bleachers was
spotted.

Hidden in the area were 52 individual weapons, including two Thompson submachineguns, a French MAT-
49 submachinegun, 22 Chicom Type 52 carbines, 11 SKS rifles, six BARs, five M-1A1 carbines, two M-1
carbines, and a K-50 rifle.

Found with the weapons were 86 rifle grenades, one can each of M-16 and .30 cal ammo, three cans of
mixed 9mm and AK-47 ammo, six BAR magazines, a 15-gallon can of oil, and protective mask. The
classroom was destroyed.

Task Force Cooksey, originally an Americal-RVN group but later expanded to include Marine elements,
broke up a t 1330 hours as Marines pulled off the Batangan Peninsula and several Americal units stayed
behind at a new fire base and the refugee center near Quang Ngai.

In a delayed report, Marine Co. M, 3-26 Regt. killed two VC at 2010 Saturday. Co. B, 5-46 Inf. yesterday
found an M-1 carbine on the peninsula.

Russell Beach totals show 206 VC killed, 201 VC infra-structure members captured, 140 VC suspects
detained, 104 prisoners of war held, and 65 weapons taken, including six crew-served. More than 14,000
meters of tunnels were destroyed along with 241 structures.

The second highly productive barrage in five days of the 6-11 and 3-18 Arty. accounted for 20 of 28 VC
killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. area. Ten weapons, three crew-served, were captured, and six VC suspects were
detained.

The recon unit of the 1-20 Inf. directed artillery fire on the two groups of 25 VC moving 10 and 11 1/2 miles south of
Quang Ngai. At 1900, Btry,. C, 3-18 Arty. killed eight VC and, at 1935, Btry, A, 6-11 Arty. killed 12. The two artillery units
had killed 26 VC Wednesday and Thursday.

Cos. A and B, 4-21 Inf. continued their probe of an area 17-18 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai where air strikes
have been employed recently on suspected enemy staging areas.

In separate incidents, Co. A found a VC killed in the air strikes and killed a VC in afirefight. In four incidents both units
found a 57mm recoilless rifle, an RPG-2, a .30 cal machinegun, seven AK-47 rifles, an M-72 LAW rocket, and an M-79
grenade launcher.

In two encounters, one at 2300 Saturday, Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed three VC and captured a 9mm pistol 6 1/2 and nine miles
northwest of Quang Ngai.

In the Duc Pho area, an Americal Long Range Patrol killed two VC three miles to the southwest, and on 11th Bde.
Forward Air Control pilot found the body of a VC killed by air strikes 11 1/2 miles to the north-northwest.

Nine VC were killed in seven actions in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where 3500 pounds of rice were found, and 68 refugees
were relocated.

In Operation Fayette Canyon, Co. B, 2-1 Inf. killed a VC 26 1/2 miles west northwest of Tam Ky and, with Co. C, 2-1 Inf.,
moved the refugees in three groups from that area to An Hoa.

A UH-1 helicopter of the 26th Engr. Bn., working with the 3-21 Inf., took ground fire and returned it to kill two VC 14 1/2
miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

The recon unit of the 1-46 Inf. found 3500 pounds of rice in two caches in wooden crocks 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky.
Nearby, Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC and, 11 miles west of Tam Ky, Co. B, 3-21 Inf. also killed a VC. Two miles beyond the
recon unit, Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed a VC.

The second platoon of F Trp., 17th Cav. killed two VC after they threw a grenade out of a spider hole 25 miles northwest
of Tam Ky, and F Trp., 8th Cauv. killed a VC 21 miles westnorthwest of Tam Ky.

Four Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 14 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)d F Trp., 17th Cav. and Co. B, 2-1 Inf. working separately, yesterday killed two NVA

and three VC without suffering a casualty in Operation Fayette Canyon.

A good ratio ? as good as can be, and itds indicativetomdtouwhat 6s be
enemy troops in a mountainous jungle area some 25 miles west and northwest of Tam Ky.

Throughout southern | Corps yesterday, Americal Division forces reported killing seven NVA and 30 VC, detaining 70 VC suspect and
capturing 12 weapons, one crew served.

Including the Fayette Canyon success, 196th units killed two NVA and 14 VC and captured an SKS rifle.

F Trp., 17th Cav. killed three VC in two incidents 24 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co B killed two NVA in separate actons 25 and
25 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Those kills brought to 173 NVA and 78 VVC killed and 65 NVA and five VC bodies found the totals for the 57 days since Operatin
Fayette Canyon began Dec. 15. In that time, only two Americal soldiers have been kiled, placing the over-all ratio at slightly better than
160to 1.

Fayette Canyon has also produced 34 enemy suspects, four NVA prisoners of war, three Hoi Chanhs, and 69 weapons, 14 of them
crew-served.

Elsewhere in the 196th area, Co. A, 3-21 Inf. chased three VC who escaped into a spider hold [sic] 12 1/2 miles westnorthwest of Tam
Ky. When they refused to emerge, the three VC were killed along with a fourth VC already in the hole with an SK that was sezed. The 3-
21 recon unit killed three VC at the same distance but west-southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 4-31., working with Popular Force troops, killed two VC in separate incidents 24 miles west of Tam Ky and then helped 13
refugees more from the area to Nui Loc Son. Co. A, 431 Inf. relocated 44 refugees to Nui Lac Son from an area 13 miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. A, 1-46 killed a VC 16 miles west of Tam Ky and found 1500 pounds of rice beneath the floor of a nearby hut. A mile nearer Tam Ky
the 1-46 recon unit killed a VC.

Working with the 1-46 Inf., an element of F Trp., 17th Cav. found 2100 pounds of rice in two caches in a hole camouflaged with brush 22
miles northwest of Tam Ky. Co. D, 4-31 Inf. found 500 pounds of rice 20 miles wets of Tam Ky.

Air Force CPT Jack Stitzel (Phoenix,Ariz . ) , a Forward Air Control pilot for the 11th | nf.
seven VC killed in air strikes 9 1/2 and 11 1/2 miles north-northwest of Duc Pho.

CPT Stitzel, who also discovered a VC body Sunday, located five VC at 0835 hours and two more at 0926 yesterday as the 11th killed
four NVA and 14 VC, detained 23 VVC suspects, and captured six weapons.

Units of the 4-21 Inf., poking through another air strike area, killed two NVA and three VC and captured a rifle-per-man 15, 16, and 17 1/2
miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai.

In two incidents, Co. A killed two NVA and a VC and captured an AK-47 and two SKS rifles. In two more encounters, Co. C also killed
two NVA and a VC and took two AK-47s and a K-44. Co A found two motor bikes nearby and destroyed 500 pounds of salt.

In Operation Vernon Lake Il, Co. D, 3-1 Inf. engaged an unknown-size enemy force and killed two VC 12 miles west-southwest of Quang
Ngai. On the outskirts of the Duc Pho compound, Co. C, 31 Inf. killed a VC.

Other VC kills went to Co. D, 4-31 Inf. which killed one and detained 13 VC suspects 8 1/2 miles westnorthwest of Quang Ngai, and to a
ASharko gunship of the 174tnbrthwestbfbucPidel . Co. 10 1/ 2 miles north

Busy 198th Inf. Bde. units killed only one VC but detained 46 VC suspects and captured five weapons, one crew-served.

In the Batangan Peninsula area 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, Co. B, 546 Inf. found the weapons in
two places. At 1240, Co. B pulled a K-44, an M-1 rifle and to unidentified U.S. carbines from a tunnel and, in
mid-afternoon, found a 57mm recoilless rifle in a hole.
Nearby 10 minutes earlier, Co B. and elements of the 3-5 ARVN inf. discovered a 200-foot tunnel harboring
37 VC suspects. Thatbroughtto4 1 Co. Bédés total of VC suspects detained
In the Oregon area, Co. C, 1-52 Inf. engaged five VC and killed on 8 1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky. The other five
VC suspects were detained in other parts of the Oregon area.
fiBle Ghostso of F Trp., 8t h GCminutespan 31k mids westof Tavi Ky t@accduntdor VC i n  a
all the action in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area. Neither kill occurred in Hardin Falls,the1-:1 6 s cur rent combat oper
north-northwest of Tam Ky.

No Americal Division soldiers were killed, and two were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT THURSDAY

Tomorrow's forecast calls for fair to partly cloudy skies. Winds will be south-southeasterly at 3-10 knots,
gusting to 18 knots in the afternoon. High temperature will be about 86° with a low of about 67°. Moon will
rise at 0357 and set at 1516.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (Americal 10)---Gunships, working with an independent of ground troops, counted for more
than two-thirds of enemy kills in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces reported killing three NVA and 23 VC, detaining 32 VC suspects, and capturing seven
individual weapons in light and scattered action.

Most active among the gunships were "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav., "Aero Scout" Co. B of the 123d. Avn
Bn., and "Sharks" of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. Two units were active in more than one operational area

"Blue Ghosts" killed six of eight VC recorded in the 196th Inf. Bde. area, and all six kills came in Operation
Fayette Canyon. One weapon was captured.

At 1313 hours, F Trp. engaged and killed two VC 26 miles northwest of Tam Ky. At 1327, another VCwas
killed a mile further northwest and, at 1336 in the same place, F Trp. killed three more VC.

At 0912, a 196th Forward Air Control pilot directed ground fire to destroy a 75 meter trench and draw a
secondary explosion 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Intwo incidents in the same area, the F.C. pilot also directed
destruction of two bunkers and drew four secondary explosions.

Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed a VC 15-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed the other VC 15
miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. Co. A, 4-31 Inf. found an SKS rifle in a hut and detained the hut's occupant 25 miles
west-southwest of Tam Ky.

In the 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. area, "Blue Ghosts" killed four VC in as many encounters and joined C Trp., 1-1 to
provide the over-all totals of two NVA and six VC killed and two weapons captured.

F Trp. killed two VC in a 25 minute span 5-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky and captured a K-50 rifle and a BAR in
one action. The other kills came five miles west and eight miles north of Tam Ky.

C Trp. killed two NVA and two VC in separate incidents. The VC were killed at 1150 and the NVA at 1630
when C Trp. also captured 13 B-40 rockets, 50 60mm rounds, and 10 pounds of nitro starch. Both incidents occurred
five miles west of Tam Ky.

Gunships of the "Aero Scout" company and a UH-1 working with the 1-52 Inf. killed all six VC in the 198th
Inf. Bde. area, while a ground unit found three weapons.

"Aero Scouts" killed four VC at 1400 13 miles southwest of Tam Ky and a fifth VC a halfhour later after
receiving small arms fire from a hut 14-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. The UH-1 killed a VC seven miles southwest
of Tam Ky.

Also in the Oregon area, Co. C, 1-52 Inf. took charge of a Viethamese male who walked into the company
base camp with his mother and said he wanted to Chieu Hoi.

At 1330 in the Batangan Peninsula area 11-1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City, Co B, 5-46
Inf. detained 19 VC suspects and found two M-2 carbines and a K-44 rifle in a hole nearby.

An "Aero Scout" and a "Shark" killed three VC, and Co. D, 3-1 Inf. added an NVA and a weapon
in light action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area.

At 0920, the "Aero Scout", piloted by CW2 Allan Danforth, killed one VC 3-1/2 miles north of Duc
Pho and, at 1145, an "Aero Scout" found an destroyed 14 sampans 12 miles west of Quang Ngai.

The "Shark", piloted by WO1 Warren Smith (St. Louis, Mo.) and 1Lt. Steve Kennedy (Dallas,
Tex.), killed two VC 9-1/2 miles north-northwest of Duc Pho.

In Operation Vernon Lake Il, Co. D killed an NVA and took his M-1 carbine 12-1/2 miles west-
southwest of Quang Ngai.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 15 were wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment, according to an initial report.
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY

Tomorrow's forecast calls for fair skies. Winds will be southeasterly at 8-15 knots. High temperature will
be about 86° with a low of about 68°. Moon rise will be at 0646 and will set at 1831.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Cos. A and B, 4-3 Inf. yesterday discovered one good reason why
they've been retained to operate in the 198th Inf. Bde. area since the combat phase of Operation Russell
Beach ended earth this week.

Normally part of the 11th Inf. Bde., the two "Old Guard" units encountered a large VC force in a three-mile
area northeast of Quang Ngai City and killed 26 while detaining 31 VC suspects.

Including those totals, Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and 44 VC, detaining 42 VC
suspects, and capturing three individual weapons as action increased throughout southern | Corps.

Between 1030 and 1730 hours, Cos. A and B, 4-3 Inf. engaged VC seven times from 4-1/2-6-1/2 miles
northeast of Quang Ngai. Those actions accounted for all but four VC kills in the 198th areawhere six more VC
suspects were also detained.

At 1930, Co. A engaged and killed five VC, and Co. B dominated action from 1100 to 1730.

In sequence, Co. B engaged five VC and killed three, engaged and killed 11, killed one, engaged 10 and
killed four, killed one hiding in the false wall of a hut, and found a VC killed by small arms fire within the previous 24
hours.

The 31 VC suspects included several military-age males without ID cards and were weeded out of a group of
more than 600 people detained in the area throughout the day. The vast majority were quickly released.

In other 198th action, Co. D, 1-52 Inf. backed by artillery support, killed three VC and detained two
VC suspects after encountering an unknown-size force 10-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, and H Trp.,
17th Cav. killed a VC 9-1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai no the Batangan Peninsula.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. and the 2-5 ARVN Inf. teamed to blow a tunnel and detain four VC suspects in
another tunnel on the southern end of the peninsula.

A gunship of the "Aero Scouts" Co. of the 123d Avn. Bn., piloted by WO1 Donald McKenzie
(Birmingham, Ala.) and working with 198th ground troops, spotted four tunnel entrances and six fresh
graves and destroyed two huts in an area some 13 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Cos. C and D, 3-21 Inf. killed five VC in as many incidents to top 196th Inf. Bde. units which totaled seven
VC Kkills.

Co. D, 3-21 Inf. killed three VC 16 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 1-46 Inf. and a UH-1 helicopter working with the 1-46 Inf. each killed a VC 20 and 21 miles,
respectively, north-northeast of Tam Ky.

Co. A, 2-1 Inf. relocated 38 Vietnamese refugees to Que Son from an area 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky.
Light action concentrated in the Duc Pho area was again the story for 11th Inf. Bde. units which killed an NVA and a
VC, detained five VC suspects, captured a weapon, and destroyed 42 huts.

Co. D, 4-21 Inf., working 10-1/2 miles south-southwest of Duc Pho, engaged two NVA, killed one, and
captured a K-50 rifle. A "Shark" gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., piloted by WO1 Robert Thomas (Birmingham,
Ala.), killed the VC and destroyed 15 huts 6-1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

In Operation Vernon Lake Il, Co. D, 3-1 Inf. found and destroyed 27 huts 13 miles west-southwest of Quang
Ngai, and Co. A, 3-1 Inf. found and evacuated 2000 SKS rounds and 15 60mm rounds 16 miles southwest of Quang
Ngai.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. and C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. each killed three VC, and C Trp. captured
two weapons in four incidents in the 1/1 area.

F Trp. killed four VC in three incidents four and 5-1/2 miles west and eight miles northwest of Tam Ky. C
Trp. engaged and killed three VC and captured an AK-47 rifle and an M-1 carbine four miles west-southwest of Tam
Ky.

Eight Americal Division soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to
an initial report.
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT THURSDAY

Tomorrow's forecast calls for fair and hazy skies. Winds will be from the southeast at 5-15 knots in the
afternoon. High temperature will be about 87° with a low of about 72°. Moon rise will be at 0920 hours
and will set at 2209 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Americal Division forces engaged and killed enemy troops in 13
incidents yesterday in light action following the 24-hour allied standdown which has slowed action to a minimum
throughout southern | Corps Monday.

Twenty VC were killed and four VC bodies found in the 13 clashes, and tow individual weapons were
captured in separate actions. Americal units also detained 11 VC suspects and found and destroyed 7650 pounds of
and grain.

Fkkk One unit of the 11th Inf. Bde. and supporting gunships killed six VC, found four VC bodies, detained a VC
suspect, and found a small mortar cache.

In Operation Vernon Lake Il, a UH-1 helicopter, working with the 3-1 Inf., directed 6-11 Arty. fire to kill one
VC and later found the bodies of four VC killed by artillery more than a day ago. Both incidents occurred 17 mies
south-west of Quang Ngai.

Also in Vernon Lake Il, Co. D, 3-1 Inf. found and evacuated 48 82mm mortar rounds 14 miles southwest of
Quang Ngai.

The recon unit of the 4-21 Inf. found in graves the badly-burned bodies of four VC killed in air strikes within
the previous 24 hours 13-1/2 miles north-northwest of Duc Pho.

At 0835 hours, a "Shark" gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., piloted by WO1 Robert E. Thomas
(Birmingham, Ala.), killed a VC a half-mile from the scene of the recon discovery.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf., working 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky, killed five VC in two incidents, an three other
elements of the 196th Inf. Bde. added two more VC killed and a weapon taken.

A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 4-31 Inf., killed a VC near Highway 534 26 miles west of Tam Ky, and
Co. B, 4-31 Inf. observed eight VC with packs 23 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The packs, filled with rice, were
recovered along with an M-2 carbine.

Co. A, 4-31 Inf. called artillery to sink a sampan carrying two VC suspects 26 miles west of Tam Ky.

At 0950, "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed a VC 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky and, between 1645 and
1710, destroyed 12 sampans 25-26-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

At 0910, Co. A, 26th Engr. Bn. found and destroyed a booby-trapped bamboo archway built over Highway
535 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Several NVA propaganda leaflets were evacuated from the area.

Cos. A and B, 4-3 Inf. killed six VC and detained 10 VC suspects, while other units working in the 198th Inf.
Bde. area captured a weapon and destroyed a tunnel and 7650 pounds of rice and grain.

Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed five VC in three encounters five and 9-1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, and Co. A
killed one VC six miles northeast of Quang Ngai. In four incidents, Co. A rounded up 10 VC suspects and 26 women
between ages 50-70 who had no ID cards and apparently had been forced to accompany the VC suspects.

The infantry platoon of "Aero Scout" Co. B of the 123d Avn. Bn. found a 12-gauge shotgun 10 miles west-
southwest of Chu Lai where the platoon encountered booby-trapped trails in a well fortified old base camp area. The
camp was destroyed as was assorted small arms ammo and a new squad-size camp found 100 meters away.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. found the tunnel and grain and rice in different incidents 10 miles northeast of
Quang Ngai.

Air Force CPT David B. Griswold (Williamsport, Pa.), a 198th Forward Air Control Pilot, directed
four of nine air strikes in the 198th area to destroy 23 structures and damage five, and cause two
secondary explosions and two secondary fires.

Other air strikes destroyed an additional eight structures and one bunker, and caused three more
secondary fires.

F. Trp., 8th Cav. killed its second VC of the day in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area 11 miles northwest
of Tam Ky.

Six Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 23 were wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment, according to an initial report.



Vol. 3 No. 54 SUNDAY February 23, 1969
[This was a day of one of the heaviest attacks on the Division in Vietham. There is little
detail in the reporting. This is probably because there was a lot to report]

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)----Striking with small arms fire, recoilless rifle, mortar, and rocket fire,
enemy forces directed 37 attacks against 30 allied positions in southern | Corps between 0117 and 0700
hours this morning.

NVA and VC elements, sometimes working together, made ground probes at six sites, three of
which were manned by Regular Force units and one of which is an ARVN OP.

The Chu Lai Defense Command area was hit at 0152, 0230, and 0700 hours by 82mm mortar
and 122mm rocket rounds. The first barrage included 18-20 82mm mortars, the second three 122mm
rockets, and the third brought at least 12 rocket rounds approximately 40 minutes after daybreak.

Other Americal Division positions attacked by the enemy included the following LZs: Bronco (four
attacks), Bayonet (two), Gator, Cork, Dottie, Liz, Buff, Hawk Hill, Baldy, Hill 69, Professional, and Hill 38.
Among other sites hit were Binh Son, Tam Ky, Song Tinh, and the An Tan bridge area.

First reports showed at least 19 enemy soldiers killed, and at least 16 individual weapons
captured. Fifteen kills and all the weapons were recorded by A Trp., 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. which subdued a
large enemy force slightly west of Tam Ky at 0740.

Fewer than 10 Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 51 were wounded and evacuated for
medical treatment, according to initial reports. A preliminary assessment of Americal positions under
attack indicated that damage was light.

Fkk Action before 2400 hours in southern | Corps was moderate and divided almost evenly throughout
the Americal's three brigade area. Twenty-six contacts with enemy units were made.

Americal forces reported killing six NVA and 29 VC, detained 26 VC suspects, capturing seven
individual weapons, and evacuating 4350 pounds of rice.

Fkckk Four elements of the 4-31 Inf. and two of the 2-1 Inf. killed five NVA and five VC and captured four
weapons in the 196th Inf. Bde. area. A sixth NVA was also killed.

Co. D, 2-1 Inf. and its companion Popular Force team were involved in the area's largest single
encounter at 0822 hours when an unknown-size enemy force sprang an ambush 20-1/2 miles northwest
of Tam Ky.

After receiving 15-20 rounds of automatic weapons fire, Co. D and the PF's returned fire to Kill two
NVA and a VC. A later sweep of the rugged area turned up two SKS rifles and two M-16 rifles.

In three actions, Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed an NVA and a VC and Co. B, 4-31 Inf. killed two NVA 26
miles west of Tam Ky. Co. A engaged three VC with mortar fire and killed one a mile closer to Tam Ky
while a UH-1 helicopter with the 4-31 killed a VC 18 miles west of Tam Ky.

A 2-1 Inf. observation post spotted seven VC nearby and directed artillery fire to kill one 19 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

The remaining NVA was killed by Co. A, 1-46 Inf. 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

F. Trp., 17th Cav., working an area 14-1/2-15-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky, found and
evacuated 4350 pounds of rice in five caches ranging from 600 to 1700 pounds apiece.

Companies of the 4-3 Inf. and C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. totaled nine VC killed and two weapons
captured in nine incidents in the 198th Inf. Bde. area. The 4-3 and C Trp. are OPCON to the 198th.

Co. D, 4-3 Inf. killed four VC in three incidents and utilized a Short Range Recon Patrol which
killed a fifth VC. Four Kills occurred in an area 7-1/2-8 miles northwest of Quang Ngai, and the fifth three
miles further northwest.

Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC 11-1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai, and the 4-3 recon unit
found an AK-47 rifle a half-mile away. In separate incidents, Co. B detained 13 of 26 VC suspects halted
in the 198th area and also destroyed a tunnel. Co. C also blew a tunnel after removing six VC suspects.
(Continued)

(Continued) Vol. 3 No. 54 SUNDAY February 23, 1969

C Trp. killed three VC in two encounters seven miles west-southwest of Tam Ky and then found
an SKS rifle in the same general area. Working with C Trp., Co. A, 1-52 Inf. killed two VC and, 45 minutes
later, found 10 pounds of C-4 in a tunnel and blew both together.

Fhkx Co. A, 3-1 Inf. added seven VC kills to the impressive total in Operation Vernon Lake Il as 11th
Inf. Bde. units killed 10 VC, detained three VC suspects, and captured one weapon.



Co. A, operating 17-18 miles southwest of Quang Ngai, engaged VC elements four times
between 1400 and 17445 and killed seven. Since Vernon Lake Il began Nov. 2, 118 NVA and 226 VC
have been killed, and 34 NVA and 38 VC bodies found. Of 145 weapons captured, five were crew
served.

Cos. B and C, 1-20 Inf. each killed a VC 5-1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai and seven
miles southeast of Duc Pho, respectively. A "Shark" gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., working with Co.
C, killed a VC.

The 1-20 recon unit found an AK-47 rifle 6-1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed three VC in as many incidents in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.
area between 1642 and 1735. The actions occurred 6-1/2 miles and eight miles west of Tam Ky and 10
miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

*kkk

Prior to 2400, one Americal Division soldier was killed, and 12 were wounded and evacuated for
medical treatment, according to an initial report.
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[ 23-24 Feb 69 were days of some of the heaviest battles for the division. Too much
was going on to report unit actions in full detail]

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Led by three troops of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. and gunships of the 174
Aslt. Hel. Co. and F. Trp., 8th Cav., Americal Division forces rebounded sharply from seven hours of
early-morning enemy attacks against more than 40 positions in southern | Corps yesterday.

Although the number of contacts with enemy troops was average (24), action was extremely
heavy as Americal units killed 10 NVA and 159 VC, found five VC bodies, and captured 32 weapons, four
crew served.

The cavalry and gunships accounted for 134 enemy dead in three major incidents in the Tam Ky
and Duc Pho areas.

Between 0117 and approximately 0800 hours, NVA and VC elements launched ground, small
arms, recoilless rifle, mortar and rocket attacks on 11 landing zones, four observation posts, three night
defensive positions, three Special Forces camps, seven district headquarters areas, and one provincial
capital.

The Chu Lai Defense Command area received 66 122mm and 140mm rockets and 18-20 82mm
mortars yesterday morning. Twenty-six rockets landed in the sea, and damage throughout the five-sector
CLDC area was described as light.

Frckk Trps. A and C, 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed seven NVA and 59 VC, and the 1-1 command-and-
control helicopter and four "Blue Ghosts" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed 16 in only six incidents.

The major action occurred barely west of the Tam Ky airstrip in the Pineapple Forest where
Americal units caught an estimated VC battalion in the open and began a fierce 55-minute battle at 1030.

Touching off subsequent events was a ground attack by a mixed enemy force on a Regular Force
OP in the Pineapple area. The enemy held half the hill at 0415 when a platoon of A Trp., arrived to
extract five wounded American advisors.

By 0700, the enemy was in complete control, and the A Trp. platoon was redeployed to
counterattack. Behind a 40-minute small arms and mortar barrage, the "Dragoons" routed the insurgents
by killing seven NVA and eight VC and capturing 10 AK-47 rifles and six assorted M-1 rifles and carbines.

Anticipating further trouble, the 1-1 moved B Trp. in to search and clear and brought C Trp. up to
block southern approaches to the Pineapple area. At 0935, the entire A Trp. entered the area to relieve
pressure on an ARVN unit under fire.

Leading Trps. A, B, and C, respectively, were CPT Earl V. Shackerford (Hopkinsville, Ky.), CPT
Larry Beale (Macon, Ga.), and CPT Kenneth Lamison Jr. (El Paso, Tex.).

Big action started shortly after 1000 when a recon flight by the 1-1 command-and-control
helicopter drew ground fire. The C&C notified a "Blue Ghosts" team and coordinated troop moves on the
ground. A platoon of A Trp. attacked a large enemy force in the open, and C Trp. advanced from the
south.

The C&C chopper killed nine VC at 1030, and four "Blue Ghosts" moved with C Trp. as the enemy
forces fanned out in an area 600 meters long and 400 meters wide. Bordered on two sides by heavy
forest, the area sloped into rice paddies from a hill in the center.

"There were so many people on the ground that we had to wait before hitting while we marked
friendly troop positions," said CPT Lonnie Reavis (Waterloo, lowa), who commanded the F Trp. gunships.

Piloting the "Blue Ghosts" were 1LT Richard Watson (Columbus, Ga.), CW2 John
Wiley (Smyrna, Tenn.), CW2 Fred Nicoley (Rodelo, W. Va.), and WO1 Thomas Hunter (South Bend, Ind.).

(Cont'd. on page 2)
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At 1118, A Trp. slammed into the area to kill 29 VC and C Trp. followed seven minutes later with 12 kills and
two rifles captured. Working just above C Trp., the four "Blue Ghosts", hampered slightly by a low ceiling and haze,
killed nine VC.

Ten minutes later, A Trp. chopped up a squad-size unit and killed 10 VC before contact was broken as
enemy troops fled into the dense foliage. At noon, B Trp. moved through the area on a sweep but did not reestablish
contact.

No Americal soldiers were killed and one was wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.

Fhkx Four "Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed 50 VC in two significant incidents near Duc Pho.
Other 11th Bde. units killed 11 VC.

"Shark" action started in early-morning when WO1 John Pennington (Newark, Ohio) spotted rocket and
mortar flashes from his perch atop a high hill in the middle of the 11th Bde. headquarters at LZ Bronco.

WOL1 Pennington called artillery on the flash points, but the "Sharks" remained atop and at the foot of the hill
where they waited to scramble as a reactionary force. Their work day began in earnest at 0500 when a large VC
force threatened the Duc Pho airstrip.

Scrambling quickly west, four "Sharks" caught the VC in the open and killed 23 before pulling off to refuel
and rearm. In addition to WO1 Pennington, the other pilots were WO1 Ellsworth Beebe (Tiffin, Ohio), WO1 William
Cooper (Huddleston, Va.), and WO1 Robert Thomas (Birmingham, Ala.).

At approximately 0900 hours, rocket launches were spotted from LZ Liz. six miles northwest of Duc Pho.
Artillery fire in the area was impossible because of an Americal patrol nearby.

On arrival, the "Sharks" caught a large VC group at the launch site before it could reach cover of a well-
fortified bunker nearby. Despite ground fire, the "Sharks" killed 27 VC and destroyed 20 huts in the area to silence
the intruders.

Elsewhere in the 11th area, four units of the 3-1 Inf. killed nine VC in four incidents in Operation Vernon Lake
Il. Two were killed in an unsuccessful ground attack at an LZ. The two remaining VC kills went to Co. B, 1-20 Inf.
which put down a probe at another LZ.
ik All but one of seventeen VC killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area were caught trying to breach perimeters in four
incidents at three LZs. Of nine individual and four crew-served weapons captured, eight were taken in the abortive
ground attacks.

Sweeps in the 198th area turned up approximately 60 sites from which rockets were fired in the morning.
1LT Andrew Wise (Columbus, Ga.), flying an "Aero Scout" gunship for the 123d Avn. Bn., spotted 40-60 sites in the
Chu Lai area.

Co. A, 1-52 Inf., working 8-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, detained three children, ages five to 11, who
indicated they had been attending a VC class on helicopter sniping techniques. Technical charts were found nearby.
ko Co. D, 2-1 Inf. killed three NVA, captured a .38-cal pistol, and found four VC killed by artillery a week ago in
four incidents in the 196th Inf. Bde. area. Other 196th units killed four VC and found a fifth VC body in four other
encounters.

Fhkx Six Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 57 were wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment, according to an initial report.
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Three of the Americal Division's four major operations--Vernon Lake Il, Fayette Canyon, and
Hardin Falls--were terminated at midnight Friday, and statistics indicate unqualified success in each.

Only Operation Russell Beach, now is a pacification phase, continues into March in the effort to rid the Batangan
Peninsula area of VC influence and fortifications.

March debuted on the seventh day of the enemy offensive--a day on which Americal units engaged the enemy 15 times
and enemy forces attacked three LZs, a night defensive position, a Special Forces camp, and two district headquarters in southern |
Corps.

Americal units reported killing five NVA and 39 VC, finding one VC body, and capturing seven individual weapons.

In the 11th Inf. Bde. area, Operation Vernon Lake Il ended after 119 days of action involving units of the 31 and 4-21 Infs,
which pushed the 3d NVA Division out of its bastion southwest of Quang Ngai. Eighty-one enemy base camps were discovered
along with 121 tons of rice, 1253 mortars, 196 rockets, and over 23,400 rounds of small arms ammo.

Enemy casualties totaled 455 with 118 NVA killed and 34 found dead, and 265 VC killed and 38 found dead. Sk weapons
were captured and 17 enemy suspects were detained. Twenty-three Americal soldiers were killed.

Eleven VC were killed in the 11th Bde. area yesterday as a UH-1 helicopter, working with the 3-1 Inf., found eight VC killed
by 6-11 Arty. fire 18 miles southwest of Quang Ngai and E Trp., 1st Cav. killed three VC in two incidents six miles southwest of
Quang Ngai and five miles northwest of Duc Pho.

On a perimeter sweep a mile east of Duc Pho, Hqg. Co., 1-20 Inf. found a .38-cal. pistol hidden under a rock.

Co. D, 4-21 Inf. found and destroyed 31 bunkers and 30 spider holes in three incidents 8-1/2 miles southwest of Quang
Ngai.

Operation Fayette Canyon, which joined units of the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 2-1 and 4-31 battalions and the 198th Inf. Bde.'s 1-
46 battalion, finished with an outstanding kill ratio.

Begun Dec. 15 in the region of an NVA-dominated hill 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky, Fayette Canyon killed 327 enemy
soldiers--173 NVA killed and 65 found dead, and 84 VC killed and five found dead. Two Americal soldiers were killed.

Destroyed in the operation were 535 bunkers and 421 huts, while 70 weapons, including 14 crew-served, were captured.

Action in the 196th area yesterday was a repeat of the previous two days for Co. A, 1-46 Inf. which killed two NVA and four
VC in five encounters 17-1/2-20-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Co. A killed seven VC Thursday and six Friday.

Other 196th units killed three NVA and 11 VC, found the VC body, and captured three weapons yesterday.

An observation post of 2-1 Inf. called artillery on a large VC group 22-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky to kill eight. In
separate incidents, Co. A, 2-1 Inf. killed an NVA and captured an M-2 carbine and Co. B, 2-1 took an AK-47 rifle, and an M-1 carbine
18 and 18-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

A UH-1 helicopter of the 26th Engr. Bn. was successful in only its second reported major contact with enemy forces in two
months. The chopper killed two NVA 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed two VC 24 miles west of Tam Ky, and the 4-31 recon unit killed a VC 1-1/2 miles nearer Tam Ky.

Operation Hardin Falls, designed to clear and take control of six hamlets in Thang Binh district
after four years of VC domination, killed 78 VC, detained 17 VC suspects, and captured six weapons.

One American was killed.

Hardin Falls, which began Dec. 2, involved troops of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.; Co. A, 1-46 Inf.; and
Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn.

In the 1-1 area yesterday, "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed 11 VC in five incidents. The largest encounter
occurred between 1415 and 1450 hours as F Trp., worked with a Popular Force assault team 17 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky
and killed eight VC in three actions.

The other three VC were killed six miles north and seven miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Two VC were found killed by an overnight air strike, and three weapons were captured as action slowed considerably in
the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

After a prolonged firefight late Friday afternoon and an all-night vigil near the Song Tra Khuc 7-1/2
miles west of Quang Ngai City, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. and Co. B, 5-46 Inf. lost contact with an unknown-size
enemy force at daybreak.

A sweep of the area by the two companies turned up the two VC bodies, and Co. C found a BAR
and two M-72 LAW rockets in two places within the general area. Co. B also found a B-40 rocket, 10

shotgun shells, 30 AK-47 rounds, a Chicom grenade, two NVA packs, and an NVA helmet and canteen.

Nine miles south of Chu Lai, Co. B, 1-6 Inf. located at an apparent ambush site two claymore mines and a 40-pound
shaped charged embedded in the ground near several M-16 rounds wired with det cord.

Seven air strikes in the 198th area destroyed 16 structures and 12 bunkers, damaged two structures, and caused two
secondary explosions and four secondary fires.

Thirteen Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 44 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to
an initial report.

In the week ending at midnight, the first seven days of the enemy offensive, 197 NVA and 371 VC
were killed in the Americal area. In that time, 37 Americal soldiers were killed. Seventy-two weapons, 11

crew-served, were captured.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was light most of the day in the southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division units reported 16 VC killed, four NVA bodies discovered, five suspects
detained, and ten weapons, two crew-served, captured.

In Operation Russell Beach Tuesday, the nearly 12,000 refugees who were evacuated during the
early phases of the operation returned to the Batangan Peninsula.

The move began on March 14 when the first refugees departed the CHIC (Combined Holding and
Interrogation Center) outside of Quang Ngai, in sampans, trucks and helicopters.

The village and hamlet sites on the peninsula were secured by two Regional Force companies as
well as Americal Division soldiers from the 198th Inf. Bde.'s 5-46 Inf.

The people will be living in temporary lean-tos on new village sites prepared by Americal's 26th
Engr. Bn. until they can build their new homes with the division's help.

The rebuilding in the vicinities of the old villages is part of the final phase of the operation.

The 196th Inf. Bde. found four NVA bodies and reported killing five VC in its area of operation.

Four NVA wearing green uniforms who were killed two days ago, were found 12 miles southwest
of Tam Ky, in the vicinity of an NVA base camp found Monday. Tow of the NVA had been killed by
artillery and the other two had been killed by air strikes. A .30 caliber BAR (Browning Automatic Rifle) and
an M-72 LAW (Light Antitank Weapon) was found in the same location.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed four VC in the mountainous region 21 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

The point man of a Ranger Patrol of Co. G, 75 Inf. engaged and killed one VC only 10 minutes
after the patrol had been inserted into the mountains 22-1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky.

During a sweep of an area 8-1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky, Co. B, 3-21 Inf. found a cache
near some hootches which contained two carbines, an AK-47 rifle, and an SKS rifle.

Eight VC were killed and two weapons captured in the 11th Inf. Bde. area.

"Shark" gunships of the 174 Aslt. He. Co. killed three VC in a rice paddy five miles northwest of
Duc Pho. Co. A, 3-1 Inf. detained two enemy suspects without I.D. cards, among some hootches a mile
away.

Co. D, 3-1 Inf. killed two VC and captured an M-14 rifle 1-1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho. Co. D,
3-1 Inf. later found another VC killed by small arms fire in a tunnel along with documents and a French
pistol.

E Trp., 1st Cav. engaged and killed two VC by Lake Ankhe, 9-1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
Peanuts by Schulz

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. , reported three VC killed in this area of operation.

B Trp., 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav., working with A Btry., 3-16 Arty., in an area 5-1/2 miles west of Tam
Ky, killed two VC.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC in the jungle 10-1/2 miles west-northwest
of Tam Ky.

The 198th Inf. Bde. reported no enemy Kills, but Co. B, 1-6 Inf. detained three suspects five mile
west of Chu Lai.

Two Americal soldiers were killed, and 12 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Action was light in the southern | Corps yesterday. Americal Division

units reported seven NVA and 26 VC killed, and seven weapons captured.
*kkk

The seven NVA and six of the VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. as well as six of the weapons
captured.

Co. C, 1-46 Inf. killed three NVA and one VC in three contacts. At 1100 hours, the
"Professionals"” killed one NVA in the triple-canopy jungle nine miles southwest of Tam Ky. About the
same time a mile further west, the company also engaged four enemy soldiers both NVA and VC, and
killed one of each. Another VC was killed in the same location 1-1/2 hours later.

The command and control helicopter of the 1-46 Inf. engaged six VC, killing one a mile east.

In the high elephant grass eight miles southwest of Tam Ky, Co. D, 3-21 Inf. engaged four NVA
killing three and captured three AK-47 rifles, an M-1 carbine and an M-16 rifle.

A half-mile west, Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed one NVA and a VC who tried to avoid the company in the
jungle. Shortly after, another VC was killed in the same area.

A Recon patrol of the 3-21 Inf. spotted and killed one VC 11 miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 1-52 Inf. killed one VC and captured a carbine near the An Tan River two miles northwest
of Chu Lai.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed 12 VC for the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.'s only Kills
Thursday.

Eight VC were killed when the gunships engaged an unknown size enemy force in the rice
paddies 2-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. The other four were killed in four separate contacts along the
coast of the South China Sea, from 13 miles northwest to 7-1/2 miles north of Tam Ky.

The 11th Inf. Bde. reported three VC were killed and one weapon captured inits area of
operation.

A "Shark" gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., piloted by 1LT James H. Towle (Palo Alto, Calif.),
engaged an unknown size enemy force of VC killing two among hootches near the coast 10 miles
southeast of Duc Pho.

Another VC was killed by Co. C, 3-1 Inf. in a rice paddy 7-1/2 miles southeast of Quang Ngai.

Co. A, 3-1 Inf. found one Chicom carbine in a wooded area by the Tra Cau River 2-1/2 miles
northeast of Duc Pho.

Three VC wee killed in two contacts in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

The C & C helicopter of the 5-46 Inf. killed two VC among hootches 10-1/2 miles northeast of
Quang Ngai.

At 2300 hours Wednesday, movement was seen along Co. D, 1-6 Inf.'s perimeter and the alert
guards set off a claymore mine. The next morning a VC body was found during a search of the area eight
miles southeast of Tam Ky.

Five Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial
report.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was light in the southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal
Division units reporting 28 VC and no NVA Kkilled, eight suspects detained, 10 bunkers and 20 fighting positions
destroyed, and one weapon captured.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. reported 15 VC killed, seven suspects detained, and one weapon captured.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. was on a combat assault mission when it spotted 13 VC moving along a trail and called in
"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. which killed the VC.

Co. A, 1-20 Inf. on a sweep along the coast 10-1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho, engaged three VC, killing
two, and captured a .45 caliber pistol. The company also detained three enemy suspects, two males and a female
without I.D. cards, in the same location.

Two more suspects were detained by the Co. A, 4-21 Inf. in a rice paddy eight miles west of Quang Ngai.

A VC suspect was detained five miles southeast of Duc Pho, by Co. B, 1-20 Inf. with fragmentation wounds
on his head and neck. Another suspect was detained by Co. A, 3-1 Inf. three miles north of Duc Pho on Highway 1.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed eight VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area Friday.

Three of the VC were killed in a wooded area 9-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Two more were killed when
they tried to avoid the helicopter by ducking into a hootch that was destroyed. Two VC were killed in a rice paddy five
miles west-northwest of Tam Ky, and another was killed in hills 8-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

Four VC were reported killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. as well as 10 bunkers and 20 fighting positions destroyed.

The command and control helicopter of the 4-31 Inf. engaged two VC, killing one, in a mountainous region
20-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. Three miles north, the helicopter killed another VC.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC in high elephant grass 13 miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. B, 3-21 Inf. found and destroyed 20 fighting positions along jungle covered hills 17-1/2 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed one VC in the triple-canopy jungle nine miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 1-46 Inf. discovered 10 large bunkers that measured six feet by six feet and were well camouflaged.
After a thorough search of the area 12-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, the bunkers were destroyed.

The 198th Inf. Bde.'s Co. B, 5-46 Inf. found one VC who had been killed by a .50 caliber
machinegun, on the Batangan Peninsula, 10-1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, where Operation Russell
Beach is in its final phase.

The company detained one enemy suspect with a false I.D. card in the same area.

For the past week, from March 21 activity was mostly light in the southern | Corps, with Americal Division
units accounting for 72 NVA and 135 VC killed, 31 weapons, two crew-served, captured, and over 40 enemy suspect
detained.

Fifty-two enemy bunkers were destroyed during the week's action. Twenty-five bunkers and machinegun
emplacements were destroyed during the week's action. Twenty-five bunkers and machine gun emplacements were
destroyed by combined air strikes and Co. B, 1-46 Inf., who uncovered an NVA base camp while on a search and
clear mission in hills 12 miles southwest of Tam Ky, Monday.

Americal's Artillery was active the past week accounting for 30 enemy killed.

A Btry., 3-18 Arty. killed 10 VC when they engaged 100 enemy soldiers in the mountainous region 24 miles
west-northwest of Quang Ngai, Monday.

C Btry., 3-18 Arty. killed 14 NVA Saturday 8-1/2 miles south of Quang Ngai.

Six kills were credited to D Btry., 1-14 Arty. Wednesday, when the batter engaged 28 VC nine miles west-
northwest of Quang Ngai.

In the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed 19 VC for the past week.

In Operation Russell Beach, the nearly 12,000 refugees who were evacuated during the early phases of the
operation returned to the Batangan Peninsula. The people will be living in temporary lean-tos on new village sites
prepared by the Americal's 26th Engr. Bn. until they can build their new home with the division's help.

One Americal soldier was killed, and five were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Three new operations began on Mar. 18 in the Americal Division area,
marking common boundaries in which Americal Troops and 2nd ARVN Div. soldiers will work jointly.

The 196th Bde., 1st Sqdn, 1st Cav., and the 5th ARVN Regt. have joined in Operation Frederick
Hill. The 198th Bde. and 6th ARVN Regt. are participating in Operation Geneva Park, and the 11th Bde.
and 4th ARVN Rgt. are conducting Operation Iron Mountain.

Action was light in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal units reporting one NVA and 27 VC
killed, over two tons of rice discovered and three weapons captured.

Heaviest action was in Operation Frederick Hill area with 24 enemy soldiers, one an NVA, killed
by the 196th Inf. Bde., and the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.

The 1st Cav. reported 15 VC killed and one weapon captured in its area Monday.

C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. working with Popular Force units 8-1/2 miles north of Tam Ky,
engaged and killed 10 VC in heavy underbrush and captured one Thompson submachinegun, and 81
Chicom grenades.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed five VC in five contacts near the coast from 10
miles to 7-1/2 miles north of Tam Ky.

In the 196th Inf. Bde. one NVA and seven VC were killed.

Co. A, 26 Engr. Bn. found two VC who had been killed when a mine they were trying to plant in
Highway 535 went off, 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

A Recon patrol of 3-21 Inf. killed two VC in two incidents in rice paddies 1-1/2 miles west of Tam
Ky. Later the patrol was led by a VC suspect, detained the day before, to an SKS rifle hidden in
underbrush a half-mile away.

One VC was killed by Co. D, 4-31 Inf. when the company engaged four VC with packs in a
mountainous region 20 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 1-52 Inf. killed one VC after receiving M-79 rounds at 0300 hours, 19-1/2 miles north-
northwest of Tam Ky. Co. D also found and extracted two tons of rice from a tunnel in the same area.

While Co. C, 2-1 Inf. was on a search and clear mission 9-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, the
point man heard movement to the left of the trail and fired into the area. When the location was searched,
one NVA was found as well as an M-16 rifle.

Another VC was killed in heavy jungle by Co. A, 3-21 Inf., 14-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

Three VC were killed in the 198th Inf. Bde.'s Operation Geneva Park area by a "Minuteman"
gunship of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co., piloted by WO1 Richard McLean (Miami, Fla.), eight miles northwest
of Quang Ngai.

Co. D, 5-46 Inf. found and destroyed 400 pounds of rice hidden under a fireplace in a hootch and
another 300 pounds hidden in a cane bin seven miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

The 11th Inf. Bde. reported two VC were Kkilled in its Operation Iron Mountain area.

One VC was killed outside a village six miles north of Duc Pho by Co. A, 3-1 Inf., and the other
was killed by an observation post 6-1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Twelve Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report.

*kkk
ADVA

All members of the Americal Division are eligible to join the Americal Division Veteran's
Association (ADVA) even FNG's. If you are DEROSIng for ETS, use ADVA to keep track of your buddies.
Get them to join. This growing organization needs several state adjutants. You might be a VIP in your
home state. Dues are $5.00 a year in RVN; $6.00 elsewhere. Send your name, mailing address, unit,
service number, hometown, and wife's name (if applicable) with check or money order to: Americal
Division Veteran's Association; P. O. Box 1381; Boston, Mass. 02104
Don't delay--Go ADVA today!
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MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER.

There was a young man named Fred, while on guard rested instead,

When Charlie came by, there Fred did lie, Next morning, Fred woke up dead.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was light in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal Division
units reporting two NVA and eight VC Kkilled in eight contacts, 11 enemy suspects detained, and three
weapons captured.

In Operation Frederick Hill, the 196th Inf. Bde. reported two NVA and six VC killed, and one
weapon captured.

One VC was killed when Co. A, 4-31 Inf. engaged three in the mountainous region 24-1/2 miles
west of Tam Ky.

A half-mile away, Co. C, 2-1 Inf. engaged and killed one VC and while searching the area the
company found another VC body and a .30 caliber carbine.

Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed one VC hiding in a hole 8-1/2 miles south-southwest of Tam Ky. He had a
large sum of money on his person which it is thought he was going to use to buy rice. He also had GVN
and VC passports.

A half-mile south Co. D, 1-46 Inf. killed another VC in a rice paddy.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC while flying in support of the 196th Inf.
Bde. 12 miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 2-1 Inf., while on a search and clear mission nine miles southwest of Tam Ky, found three
bunkers, two 8x10 feet in size and one 20x12 feet, with VC propaganda leaflets in them. The bunkers
were destroyed and the leaflets extracted.

A Popular Forces unit, working with Co. A, 4-31 Inf. detained five suspects along with an SKS
rifle, an AK-47 rifle, a Springfield rifle, a shotgun, and a carbine, 24 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

One VC was killed in the 1st Sqgdn., 1st Cav. area Wednesday. An Americal Division PSYOP
Team of SP4 James Dixon and ARVN SSG Nguyen Troung Ginng were broadcasting to villagers around
0930 hours, when they came under attack by a 12 man VC force in a rice field along Highway 1, 15 miles
northwest of Tam Ky. The ensuing fight lasted about 30 minutes until the VC retreated when they saw a
helicopter passing overhead. One VC body and a CKC rifle were left behind which the PSYOP Team
brought back to its bullet-riddled truck and resumed broadcasting.

The only contact in the 198th Inf. Bde. was west of the Operation Russell Beach area, when Co.
D, 5-46 Inf. engaged two VC and killed one, 6-1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

A short time later, the company found an M-72 LAW hidden in underbrush by a trail, a half-mile
away.

Co. C, 5-46 Inf. found an ammo cache, with 59 rounds of M-79 ammo, five M-26 hand grenades,
four CS grenades and over 300 rounds of M-14 ammo which had been buried so long it was unusable. A
VC suspect was also detained in the area seven miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

Five more enemy suspects without I.D. cards were detained by Co. D, 4-1 Inf., 9-1/2 miles south
of Chu Lai.

In Operation Iron Mountain, the 11th Inf. Bde. reported no enemy contacts, but Co. A, 421 Inf.
found and destroyed an estimated company size enemy base camp in foothills six miles west of Duc Pho.
In it were 14 fighting positions and 14 sleeping positions and it was estimated to be over a month old.

Four suspects were detained by Co. D, 3-1 Inf. along the coast 2-1/2 miles northeast of Duc Pho.

Another suspect was detained in a rice paddy six miles northwest of Duc Pho, by Co. D, 1-20 Inf.

Eleven Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Light action prevailed throughout southern | Corps yesterday, with
Americal Division units reporting nine NVA and eight VC killed in 10 contacts, and 10 weapons, two crew-
served, captured.

FREDERICK HILL

The 196th Inf. Bde. reported moderate action in Operation Frederick Hill with five NVA and three
VC killed, seven individual and two crew-served weapons captured.

During a sweep through jungle-covered foot hills 10 miles south-southwest of Tam Ky, Co. D, 1-
46 Inf. came under attack by an estimated squad of NVA. The "Professionals"” returned fire killing three
NVA.

Co. C, 1-46 Inf. was working in an area, two miles north when it spotted and killed two NVA
soldiers running from a hootch, and captured their AK-47 rifles.

During a search of the surrounding area, the company found another AK-47 rifle, an SKS rifle, two
complete 82mm mortars and eight rounds of 82mm mortar ammo, 500 pound of rice, 10 NVA uniforms
and numerous documents.

One VC was killed, and his AK-47 rifle captures when Co. D, 3-21 Inf. engaged three VC wearing
packs, 10 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

A Recon Patrol of 1-46 Inf. spotted and engaged four VC, killing one, in the triple-canopy jungle
14-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Another VC was killed while trying to slip past F Trp., 17th Cav. in the mountains 24 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky. Later in the day, they found and destroyed four 82mm mortar rounds rigged as a
pressure mine.

Co. A, 2-1 Inf. found two small caches Thursday. The first was 9-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky,
where the "Guardians" found an M-1 carbine, 1000 pounds of rice, a Chinese telephone switchboard, and
20 pounds of documents. The other was a mile and a half away and consisted of six bunkers in which
were an M-2 carbine, 20 pounds of maps, and 10 pounds of documents and notes.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. reported no enemy kills in its area.

IRON MOUNTAIN

In Operation Iron Mountain the 11th Inf. Bde. reported four NVA and three VC killed and one
weapon captured.

Shortly after a Ranger patrol of Co. G, 75 Inf. was inserted into an area 6-1/2 miles west of Duc
Pho, it found 20 fresh bunkers. The patrol then moved to a position by the trail to call in its find. While
calling in, the patrol came under intense fire from 10-15 NVA soldiers. Fire was returned and the NVA
broke contact, after which the area was searched. Four NVA bodies were found as well as an SKS rifle.

Three VC were killed when Co. D, 3-1 Inf. blew up the tunnel they were hiding in with a hand
grenade, three miles southeast of Duc Pho, by Lake Lam Ininh.

GENEVA PARK

Two VC were killed in the 198th Inf. Bde.'s Operation Geneva Park area.

Co. C, 4-3 Inf. spotted four VC moving along a trail 9-1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai,
and engaged them killing one VC wearing black pajamas.

The other VC was killed by a "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. when he refused to stop for
guestioning five miles south of Chu Lai.

Co. D, 5-46 Inf. found 13 rounds of 82mm mortar ammo, a box of fused, a box of detonator caps,
and 300 rounds of .30 caliber ammo, in a pagoda seven miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

Five Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial
report.

WATER PURIFICATION
BECAUSE OF THE PREVALENCE OF HEPATITIS IN THE AMERICAL AREA, IT ISALWAYS

NECESSARY TO USE TWO TO FOUR PURIFICATION TABLETS IN A CANTEEN OF WATER. THIS SHOULD BE
DONE REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE WATER IS CLEAR OR CLOUDY.




Vol. 3 No. 100 Thursday April 10, 1969
MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER
ADDITION:
DRINK
+ DRIVE

DISASTER
*kkk

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was light in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal Division
units reporting one NVA and eight VC killed, 15 suspects detained, and one weapon captured.
*kkk

IRON MOUNTAIN--Four VC were killed, and seven enemy suspects detained in scattered action
in the 11th Inf. Bde.'s area of operation.

A "Shark" gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed one VC among hootches 5-1/2 miles
southeast of Duc Pho.

Co. B,1-20 Inf. killed a VC, who was thought to be a security chief, 5-1/2 miles southeast of Duc
Pho. The company also detained five VC suspects in the same area.

E Trp., 1st Cav. killed another VC along the coast three miles east of Duc Pho.

Co. C, 26 Eng. Bn. was working in an area a half mile north when it came under fire from an
enemy bunker. The company returned fire and blew the bunker up with an M-72 LAW which killed one
VC.

Two enemy suspects were detained by Co. D, 3-1 Inf. six miles southeast of Duc Pho.

*kkk

GENEVA PARK--One VC was killed and, one weapon was captured in the 198th Inf. Bde. area
Wednesday.

A recon patrol of the 5-46 Inf. engaged four VC, killing one, and capturing a carbine eight miles
south of Chu Lai.

*kkk

FREDERICK HILL--In the 1st Sqdn. 1st Cav. area, two VC were killed by "Blue Ghost" gunships
of F Trp., 8th Cav. One was killed seven miles west and the other was killed 10-1/2 miles northwest of
Tam Ky.

The 196th Inf. Bde. reported one NVA body found, and nine suspects detained in its area.

Co. C, 4-31 Inf. found an NVA in a fresh grave, who had been killed by small arms fire within the
past 24 hours in a mountainous region 26 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Two enemy suspects were detained a mile away by Co. B, 1-20 Inf.

Co. C, 1-52 Inf. detained two males and five females as VC suspects during a sweep of an area
21 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

*kkk

One Americal soldier was killed, and 11 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according

to an initial report.



Vol. 3 No. 106 Wednesday April 16, 1969
MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER
Sweat
And
Live.
Take your salt tablets regularly.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Americal Division units reported nine NVA and 19 VC killed, three tons of rice

discovered, and two weapons captured in light action in southern | Corps yesterday.
*kkk

FREDERICK HILL--The 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. was again busy on Barrier Island, Tuesday, with five
NVA and four VC killed.

B Trp., 1st Cav. engaged and killed five NVA in a bunker amid four to eight feet high dikes which
cover the island 16-1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

A Trp., 1st Cav. killed two VC in two separate actions a half mile north.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed two VC in a rice paddy on the island 14-1/2 miles
north-northwest of Tam Ky.

*kkk

The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for three NVA and six VC killed, three tons of rice found, and one
weapon captured.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. killed one NVA and found two more killed by gunships working with the company
in jungle covered foothills 13-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. The company also found one VC who had
been killed by artillery in the same area.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed one VC when it engaged two in the afternoon 21-1/2 miles west-northwest
of Tam Ky. At 2330 hours, the company engaged three more VC killing one 24-1/2 miles west-northwest
of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 1-46 Inf. killed a lone VC 13-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 1-52 Inf. killed a VC and captured his AK-47 rifle in a mountainous region 24 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 2-1 Inf. engaged three VC killing one 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

A unit from the 2-1 Inf. was working on a MEDCAP project in a village 17 miles northwest of Tam
Ky, which treated 170 Vietnamese. While it was treating the people, possible VC were being questioned,
one of whom said he knew where a large amount of rice was buried. Popular Force units went with the
Vietnamese to an area not far from the village. They found 30 crocks of rice, each weighing 200 pounds,
buried under a hedgerow. The three tons of rice is to be extracted.

*kkk

RUSSELL BEACH AND GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported nine VC killed in its
operation areas Tuesday.

In Operation Russell Beach, Co. E, 5-46 Inf. killed five VC after engaging an unknown size enemy
force 6-1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

The command and control helicopter of the 5-46 Inf., piloted by 1LT David L. Grieder
(Wheaterford, Tex.) killed one VC in a rice paddy 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

Co. B, 5-46 Inf. killed two more VC in the same area.

In Operation Geneva Park, Co. A, 4-3 Inf. killed one VC when it engaged two in the triple-canopy
jungle 8-1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The recon patrol of the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 4-21 Inf. killed a lone VC in the foothills
12 miles northwest of Duc Pho, for the only Kill reported in the brigade area.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. found a carbine which had been destroyed and an AK-47 bayonet 7-1/2 miles
south of Duc Pho.

Four Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial
report.
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MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER
If you are feeling tired and run-down in the afternoon try a couple of salt tablets with your lunch.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Action was moderate in southern | Corps yesterday, 32 NVA and 17
VC killed, and 12 weapons, two crew served, captured.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for 24 NVA and one VC killed, and four
weapons captured, two crew-served.

Soon after Co. C, 3-1 Inf. was combat assaulted into a valley 6-1/2 miles west of Duc Pho, CPT.
John Blanks (Macon, Ga.), the commanding officer of the company, led it in a charge against enemy
bunkers, killing six NVA and capturing two 50 caliber machineguns mounted on tripods.

CPT. John S. Walker, (Wakefield, R.1.), from the 3-1 Inf.'s S-2 section, said, "There were between
30 and 40 NVA in well dug in positions. They were thought to be the heavy weapons company of the
22nd NVA Regt. whose job it was to position themselves in the valley to secure the regiment's passing
through it."

"Aero Scout" gunships of the 123rd Avn. Bn. engaged nine NVA killing seven a mile east, while
flying in support of the company.

Co. D, 3-1 Inf. engaged an unknown size NVA force 3-1/2 miles west of Duc Pho, killing nine
NVA, detaining a wounded enemy suspect, and capturing an SKS rifle. The company also found a VC in
a tunnel who had been dead a week, in the same area.

Co. C, 4-21 Inf. killed two more NVA in the triple-canopy jungle 9-1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. found an unknown type weapon in a hootch 5-1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported eight NVA and five VC killed, and four weapons
captured in its area.

Co. A, 1-52 Inf. engaged and killed five NVA, and captured an AK-47 rifle, an SKS rifle, and a Vz-
58P rifle, after a heavy contact in the mountainous region 23 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 4-3 Inf. killed two NVA when it engaged five amid jungle covered foothills 20-1/2 miles
west-northwest of Tam Ky, where the company had killed a VC after he refused to come out of a tunnel.

Another NVA was killed and his AK-47 rifle captured by F Trp., 17th Cav. working with P.F.'s in
the mountains 23-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Two VC were killed by Co. B, 2-1 Inf. in two separate contacts 18-1/2 miles north-northwest of
Tam Ky, where the company found a ton of rice buried under a hootch.

One VC was killed by Co. D, 3-21 Inf. 11 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky, and the command and
control helicopter of the 1-46 Inf. killed another VC 11-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed 10 VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area 17-1/2 miles
north-northwest of Tam Ky, west of the Troung River.

GENEVA PARK and RUSSELL BEACH--One VC was killed and four weapons captured in the
198th Inf. Bde. areas of operation.

A "Minuteman” gunship of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed a lone VC in a rice paddy seven miles
north of Quang Ngai.

Two AK-47 rifles and a M-14 rifle were captured after Co. C, 1-6 Inf. engaged four VC in foothills
six miles west of Chu Lai.

In Operation Russell Beach, Co. A, 5-46 Inf. captured an M-2 carbine after engaging four VC 11
miles northeast of Quang Ngai.****

Seven Americal soldiers were killed and 24 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units reported 16 NVA and 22 VC killed, and one
weapon captured in light action in southern | Corps yesterday.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported killing seven NVA and 10 VC, and extracting 1-
1/2 tons of rice.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. was on a search and clear mission 18 miles southwest of Tam Ky, when it
observed an unknown size enemy force moving through foothills and called air strikes which killed six
NVA and eight VC.

Another NVA was killed by Co. D, 4-31 Inf. on a search and clear mission in mountains 21 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. B, 3-21 Inf. killed a lone VC in a mountainous region 25-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

Another VC was killed by Co. A, 1-46 Inf. six miles southwest of Tam Ky.

It seems as though an intelligence officer from the 2-1 Inf. has suddenly acquired a taste for rice. CPT. Robert Netter
(Kingston, N.Y.) was sitting on top of a dozen 100 pound bags of rice that had been unearthed by Co. B, 21 Inf. working with local
R.F.'s 19 miles northwest of LZ Baldy, 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky, it came under intense automatic weapons fire. The sacksof
rice CPT. Netter was sitting on absorbed the rounds.

CPT. Netter said, "l was hugging the rice bags and darn glad they were there." He added, "I'll be happy to eat rice very
day from now on!"

Over a ton and a half of rice was extracted from cement crocks buried under hootches.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed five VC in five contacts on Barrier Island from 8-1/2 miles north to 17-1/2
miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, from the only kills reported in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area.

IRON MOUNTAIN--Nine NVA and two VC were reported killed in the 11th Inf. Bde.

While the recon patrol of the 4-21 Inf. was searching an area 10-1/2 miles west-northwest of Duc Pho, it came under small
arms fire which it returned killing two NVA. Four NVA were killed after they threw hand grenades at the patrol from a bunker which
was destroyed.

The patrol had earlier called artillery which killed two VC a half mile away.

GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported five VC killed as well as a weapon captured in its area.
Three VC were killed by Co. C, 4-3 Inf. 6-1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai. One VC was killed in the underbrush
and under a pile of rocks nearby the company found 230 rounds of 30 caliber ammo, 310 rounds of M-16 ammo, as well as

documents. Two more VC were killed when the bunker they were in was blown up by a hand grenade. Co0. B, 5-46 Inf. killed

two VC and captured an AK-47 rifle eight miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

Action was moderate to light in southern | Corps, with Americal Division units accounting for 75 NVA and 187 VC killed,
and 55 weapons, five crew-served, captured.

The heaviest action was in the 196th Inf. Bde. area of Operation Frederick Hill, where 38 NVA and 66 VVC were killed, and
12 weapons captured, one crew-served.

"Firebird" gunships of the 71st Aslt. He. Co. killed 11 VC in five combat assault missions in a mountainous region 29 miles
west-northwest of Tam Ky, Sunday.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. accounted for four NVA and six VC killed in its area of Operation Frederick Hill.

Most of the action was on Barrier Island where Trps. A and B, 1st Cav. met well entrenched NVA and VC forces in five
days of contact which began last Friday. A Trp., 1st Cav. accounted for five NVA and 10 VC killed, and two weapons captured,B
Trp., 1st Cav. killed five more NVA and 32 VC as well as capturing four weapons, and "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav.
killed five VC while flying in support of the 1st Cav. on the island.

"Blue Ghost" had a total of 28 VC killed in the area last week.

The 11th Inf. Bde. reported 35 NVA and 12 VC killed, and 32 weapons, three crew-served, captured in Operation Iron
Mountain.

Thursday, Co. C, 3-1 Inf. was on a combat assault mission in a valley 6-1/2 miles west of Duc Pho, when it engaged
enemy bunkers killing six NVA and capturing two 50 caliber machineguns.

"Aero Scout" gunships of the 123rd Avn. Bn. killed seven NVA a mile away.

Co. D, 3-1 Inf. killed nine more NVA as well as capturing an SKS rifle 3-1/2 miles west of Duc Pho.

Saturday, Co. C, 4-21 Inf. found a weapons cache on a search and clear mission 14 miles north-northwest of Duc Pho.
On the floor of a well camouflaged hootch the company found 26 weapons covered with grass and other vegetation.

In the 198th Inf. Bde. 41 VC were killed and five weapons captured.

Tuesday, Co. E, 5-46 inf. killed five VC 6-1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

One Americal soldier was killed, and seven wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to
an initial report. Twenty Americal soldiers were killed in the fighting last week.
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MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER
SALT YOUR TROUBLES AWAY
TAKE A COUPLE EVERYDAY.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Action was light in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal Division
units reporting 20 NVA and 41 VC killed, and four weapons captured, one crew-served.

*kkk

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for 18 NVA and 18 VC killed, and two weapons
captured.

The recon patrol of the 4-21 Inf. found 18 NVA killed by air strikes that had been called into the
area 10-1/2 miles west-northwest of Duc Pho, the day before the patrol when it spotted an unknown size
enemy force moving through the jungle.

"Warlord" gunships of Co. B, 123rd Avn. Bn. killed 11 VC near the Vo River 14-1/2 miles
northwest of Duc Pho. Fifteen minutes later the "Warlords" killed eight more VC and captured an AK-47
rifle and a M-79 grenade launcher a half mile away.

Three VC were killed by Co. D, 1-20 Inf. in a rice paddy three miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. killed two on the coast seven miles southeast of Duc Pho, in two separate actions.

Co. C, 1-20 Inf. killed one VC after engaging two on the coast 11-1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

A VC killed by artillery was found by Co. D, 4-21 Inf. in the triple-canopy jungle 12 miles west-
northwest of Duc Pho.

*kkk

GENEVA PARK and RUSSELL BEACH---The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for 10 VC killed in its
area of operation.

In Operation Geneva Park, Co. B, 5-46 Inf. found four VC in a tunnel it had blown the day before
eight miles north-northwest of Quang Ngai.

Co. C, 4-3 Inf. engaged and killed three more VC 9-1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

Co. C, 5-46 Inf. engaged five VC Kkilling one and detaining a VC suspect six miles south of Chu
Lai.

Another VC was killed by H Trp., 17th Cav. in a rice paddy eight miles north-northwest of Quang
Ngai.

Using a hand grenade Co. A 5-46 Inf. killed a VC on the Batangan Peninsula 10 miles northeast
of Quang Ngai.

FREDERICK HILL---The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. reported 10 VC killed and two weapons captured in
its area.

C. Trp., 1st Cav. killed six VC in two separate contacts seven miles west of Tam Ky. In the first
contact, four VC were killed and an AK-47 rifle captured, in the other two VC were killed after the troop
engaged three, and a 57 caliber recoilless rifle was captured.

F Trp., 8th Cav.'s "Blue Ghost" gunships killed four VC in three contacts from nine miles north to
18 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

Two NVA and three VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operation.

Two NVA were killed after a ranger patrol of Co. G, 75th Inf. engaged 10 in the jungle covered
foothills 12-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. A, 4-31 inf. killed two VC, one after engaging three in a mountainous region 23-1/2 miles west
of Tam Ky, and another in the same location later in the afternoon.

Co. C, 2-1 Inf. engaged eight VC killing one in heavy jungle 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Three Americal soldiers were killed and 13 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.



Vol. 3 No. 112 Tuesday April 22, 1969
MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER
Fighting Charlie is hard work.

Don't make more work with
unnecessary accidents.

THINK before you act.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Light action prevailed in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal
Division units reporting 15 VC killed, six enemy suspects detained, and four weapons captured.

*kkk

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported four VC killed and three weapons captured.

PFC Joseph Rodriquez (Puerto Rico), the point man of a patrol from Co. D, 3-21 Inf. spotted two
VC among hootches in front of him and engaged them Kkilling one, detaining a wounded suspect, and
capturing an SKS rifle 14-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed two VC in two contacts; one was killed 12 miles
west of Tam Ky, in the dense jungle, and the other was killed in a rice paddy 11-1/2 miles southwest of
Tam Ky.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. engaged two VC killing one in a mountainous region 22 miles southwest of Tam
Ky, who broke contact and escaped through the jungle. During a search of the area an SKS rifle and a
Chicom type 53 carbine was found.

Nine of the 10 VC killed in the 1st. Sqdn., 1st Cav. area were killed by gunships.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed six VC in five contacts within a half mile of each
other in rice paddies 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Three more VC were killed along the coast, one killed
seven miles north and two killed 10 miles north of Tam Ky.

A Trp., 1st Cav. killed a lone VC in a rice paddy eight miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

GENEVA PARK and RUSSELL BEACH--One VC was killed and a weapon captured in the 198th
Inf. Bde. area Monday.

Co. B, 1-52 Inf. engaged four VC killing one and detaining a wounded VC suspect in foothills
seven miles northwest of Quang Ngai in Operation Geneva Park.

In Operation Russell Beach, Co. A, 5-46 Inf. spotted four VC sitting around a campfire at 0530
hours, and engaged them. The VC ran into a tunnel and out another exit before the company blew the
tunnel up. A M-16 rifle was found during a search of the area 9-1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, on the
Batangan Peninsula.

*kkk

IRON MOUNTAIN--No enemy kills were reported in the 11th Inf. Bde. area where four enemy
suspects were detained.

The recon patrol of the 1-20 Inf. detained two enemy suspects during a search of an area seven
miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Co. A, 3-1 Inf. detained two more suspects near the coast four miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Thirteen Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report.
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MIRACLE Weather Fair to partly cloudy, gusty winds from the southeast during the afternoon hours.
Todayobés high wildl be in the mid 906s and the | ow wil.l I

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) 7 Light action prevailed in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal division
units reporting three NVA and five VC killed and one weapon captured.

FREDERICK HILLSAIl of the enemy killed in action Thursday were killed in the Operation Frederick Hill
area, as well as one weapon captured.

The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for three NVA and three VC killed, and one weapon captured.

Co. C, 1-46 Inf. engaged one NVA and 5 VC 13 miles southwest of Tam Ky. This incident resulted in
one NVA killed.

Co. D, 2-1 Inf. killed another NVA in a mountainous region 20 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

An NVA was killed when Co. C, 1-46 Inf. engaged two in jungle covered foot hills 9 1/2 miles southwest
of Tam Ky.

The recon patrol of the 1-46 Inf. engaged and killed a lone VC 10 1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed one VC and captured his AK-47 rifle in a rice paddy 8 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

A ABlue Ghostd gunship of F Tignopyjungle I8 mieawest- ki | | ed a VI
northwest of Tam Ky.

*kkk

ABl ue Ghostod gunships of F Trp. 8t h Cav. IstiSgdn.ed t wo mc
1st Cav. area Thursday.

One VC was killed among hootches nine miles north of Tam Ky, on Barrier Island near the Thuong River
which separates the island from the mainland. The other VC was killed in a rice paddy 12 miles west of
Chu Lai.

GENEVA PARKOdThere were no major contacts or enemy killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

ABl ue Ghostodo gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. spotted what
southwest of Chu Lai, which consisted of well camouflaged hootches and bunkers, fresh cut wood, and
well used trails.

Co A, 5-46th Inf. found a 155 round, a 4.2 round, a 105 round, a five inch naval round, material for
making boobytraps, and documents during a search of a tunnel found on the Batangan Peninsula 10
miles northeast of Quang Ngai northeast of Quang Ngai, All but the documents and naval round were
destroyed.

IRON MOUNTAINOThe 11th Inf. Bde. reported no enemy Kills in its area of operation.

Co. C., 4-21 Inf. found seven hootches 10 by 12 feet in size which had been used recently, possibly as a
base camp. The company found a bulletin board with documents, two cross-bows, and a spear in the
hootches 12 miles southwest of Duc Pho.

Thirteen Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial
report.
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MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER

There was a Gl named McGuire, Who threw live ammo in the fire. Twas an accident they said,
But poor McGuire is dead, And now his commands come from much higher.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) i Action was light in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal Division units
reporting four NVA and 26 VC killed, and eight weapons captured.

GENEVA PARK i The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for one NVA and 13 VC killed, and six weapons captured.

Co. B, 5-46 Inf. spotted three VC crossing a bridge at 2400 hours 4 1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai. The
VC opened up on the company and it returned fire. The area was searched at first light and the three VC
were found dead. Two AK-47 rifles and eight Chicom grenades were found with them. Later the company
engaged an unknown size force which resulted in five VC killed, an M-16 rifle and three carbines captured 8
1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. killed one VC in the same vicinity.

AAero Scoutodo gunships of the 123rd Avn. Bn. spott edaouhiwestofengaged t hre
Quang Ngai, which killed one.

A Ranger patrol of Co. G, 75 Inf. spotted 12 VVC in an area nine miles west of Chu Lai, and called artillery which killed three of the enemy.

A gunship from the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed one VC in the triple-canopy jungle 13 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

At 1800, FAC airplanes directed air strikes which destroyed 18 structures and two bunkers nine miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

WO1 Kenneth G. Wood (ldaho Falls, I daho) destroyed 15 dnsuppocdt ures whi
of the 5-46 Inf. 21 miles southwest of Chu Lai.

FREDERICK HILL i The 196th Inf. Bde. reported three NVA and eight VC killed and one weapon captured in
its area of operation.

Co. D, 2-1 Inf. spotted 15 NVA in mountains 22 1/2 miles northwest of TamKy and killed one in a light skirmish, after which the company
called artillery which killed two more NVA.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. engaged five VC, killing four, in a mountainous region 21 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. A, 30-21 Inf. killed a lone VC and captured an M-16 rile in a rice paddy 8 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

One VC was killed when Co. C, 3-21 Inf. spotted two VC moving through the jungle-covered foothills 14 miles west of Tam Ky, and
called artillery.

Co. D, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC trying to avoid the company in the dense jungle 14 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Another VC was killed by Co. B, 1-46 Inf. while on a sweep of an area 14 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

fiBl ue Ghosto gunships of F Tr p. tsfréttiomileanorthtdklv miesed t hr ee
north-northwest of Tam Ky, on Barrier Island for the only kills reported in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area Friday.

IRON MOUNTAIN-Co. B of t he -20Urf killed twofVC aftBretregaging 10 ih a rice paddy 6 1/2
miles northwest of Duc Pho, also capturing a weapon, for the only kills reported in the brigade area.
Action the past week was light in southern | Corps, with Americal Division units accounting for 31 NVA and 131 VC killed, and24
weapons, one crew-served, captured.
Sunday marked the second year of U.S. Army operations in the | Corps tactical zone. Americal Division, then Task Force Oregon
deployed into the Chu Lai area and began combat operations on April 20, 1967.
In Operation Frederick Hill, the 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for 10 NVA and 35 VC killed, 13 tons of rice

captured, and eight weapons captured.

Co. D, 2-1 Inf. found over 13 tons of unpolished rice buried and camouflaged near a river 19 miles northwest of Tam Ky, during a search
and clear operation Monday.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. had 37 VC killed in its area, as well as two weapons, onecrews er ved, captured. AiBl ue Ghost ¢
Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for 30 of the VC killed.

In operation Iron Mountain, the 11th Inf. Bde accounted for 20 NVA and 35 VC killed, as well as seven weapons captured.

The recon patrol of the 4-21 Inf., Saturday, found 18 NVA killed by air strikes that had been called into the day before by the patrol when
it spotted an unknown size force moving through the jungle.

In Operation Geneva Park and Russell Beach, one NVA and 24 VVC were killed, and seven weapons captured in the 198th Inf. Bde.area
of operation.

Six Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial report.

Eleven Americal soldiers were killed in action last week.
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MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER

There was a tanker named Jack

Who rode the front of the track.

The tracks front dipped down

Ran Jack into the ground,

And Jack went home in a sack.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Americal Division units encountered light action in southern | Corps
yesterday, reporting three NVA and 15 VC killed, and two weapons captured.

GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. bde. accounted for seven VC killed and one weapon captured.

Co. B, 5-46 Inf. found five VC killed by small arms fire in an area nine miles northeast of Quang
Ngai, where the company had engaged an unknown size enemy force Friday. Co. B also killed one VC in
the same area.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. found a Chicom carbine 8-1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai where it had killed a
VC the day before.

Co. C, 1-6 Inf. found a VC who had been killed by air strikes several days ago six miles west of
Chu Lai. Nearby in an open field the company found documents and two cans of rice.

*kkk

IRON MOUNTAIN--Two NVA and four VC were killed, and one weapon captured in operations in
the 11th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. A, 4-3 Inf. engaged five NVA killing two in an area 10 miles southwest of Duc Pho, where the
company found an enemy base camp with 35 bombshelter type bunkers, a mess area for 50 to 60 men,
and separate areas marked off for enlisted men and officers.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. killed a lone VC and captured a 9mm pistol with a folding stock during a search
and clear operation 6-1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Another VC was killed by Co. D, 1-6 Inf. in a rice paddy two miles north of Duc Pho.

A half mile away the recon patrol of the 1-20 Inf. found a VC killed by air strikes within the last 24
hour.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. killed a VC wearing black pajamas in a rocky area 4-1/2 miles southeast of Duc
Pho.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported one NVA and three VC were Killed in its area of
operation.

The NVA was killed when Co. A, 1-46 Inf. engaged two in the dense jungle 11-1/2 miles
southwest of Tam Ky, also capturing a pack with document in it.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed two VC in two separate contacts, the first VC was killed at 0645 hours and
12-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky, when the company engaged two. The other was killed when Co. C engaged
two more VC in the jungle covered foothills a half mile away and a hour and a half later.

The recon patrol of the 1-46 Inf. engaged two VC killing one in the triple canopy jungle 14 miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

*kkk

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.'s A Trp. killed a lone VC on Barrier Island 17-1/2 miles north-northwest of
Tam Ky, for the only kill reported in the 1st Cav. area Saturday.

Eleven Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report.



Vol. 3 No. 118 Monday April 28, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST 28 APRIL 69
Partly to mostly cloudy tomorrow.
Isolated thunder showers over the mountains.
High tomorrow- 90
Low tonight- 77
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Action was light in southern | Corps yesterday with Americal Division
units reporting one NVA and 11 VC killed, and seven weapons captured, two crew-served.

The 1-46 Inf. encounter began when two platoons began to get sniper fire early in the morning.
Artillery was called on suspected targets. Then the first platoon swept into the area after the sniper and
uncovered the hidden base camp.

The camp consisted of three hootches 15 feet by 15 feetin size, 300 meters of tunnels, and small
caves in which the company found an AK-47, an AK-50, an M-16, and a SKS rifle along with 16,320
rounds of miscellaneous ammo. Two complete 82 mm mortars and 84 rounds of ammo, 10 RPG rounds,
124 rounds of 60 mm mortar, two Claymore mines, and three civilian radios were also found in the caves.

The find came only hours after the beginning of joint Americal-ARVN sweep in the hilly terrain
which had been a communist stronghold for a long time.

"We ran into what | think were about 12 men as we approached the area,” said 1LT Ron Piggee
(Gary, Ind.), the platoon leader of the unit that swept into the base camp. "The rest of them went south
and those who fired at us apparently ran off too."

The area was well hidden in the rugged terrain only three miles from LZ Professional, 20 miles
northwest of Tam Ky, the forward base camp for the 1-46 Inf.

FREDERICK HILL--The 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. accounted for four VC killed in its area Sunday.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed three VC in three contacts on Barrier Island. One
was killed among hootches 11-1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. Another VC was killed outside a
village 13 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, and one was killed a mile north among hootches.

A Trp., 1st Cav. killed a VC after engaging four amid pine shrubs on the island 16 miles north-
northwest of Tam Ky.

Other 196th Bde. units reported three VC were killed.

The recon patrol of the 3-21 Inf. spotted two VC in the jungle covered foothills 15 miles northwest
of Tam Ky, and called artillery which killed the two.

Another VC was killed by Co. A, 3-21 Inf. in the triple-canopy jungle 9-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported four VC killed by the command and control
helicopter of the 5-46 Inf. in its area of operation.

*kkk

IRON MOUNTAIN--Co. A of the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 4-3 Inf. engaged two NVA killing one, the other
Chieu Hoied, in an area 9-1/2 miles southwest of Duc Pho, for the only major action in the area.

The Hoi Chan led the company to a base camp 11 miles southwest of Duc Pho, which had been
used recently.
*kkk

Three Americal soldiers were killed and five were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.



Vol. 3. No. 123 Saturday May 3, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT May 4
Partly Cloudy, warmer tomorrow, showers in the mountains during the afternoon. Winds southeast gusting to
20 knots by noon.
Temp. H93 L 55 Humidity H 95 L 55
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units encountered light action in southern | Corps yesterday,
with a reported 19 VC killed and two weapons captured.

GENEVA PARK --The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for seven VC killed
in its area of operation.

Co. B, 1-52 Inf. killed two VC during a search and clear operation 14 1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang
Ngai, where the company later found two more VC who had been killed by gunships.

Co. D, 1-52 Inf. killed another VC while working in the vicinity.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. engaged four VC, killing one, in a rice paddy 7 1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai. A short
while later, the company engaged an unknown size force in the same location killing another VC.

IRON MOUNTAIN--Five VC were killed when the recon patrol from the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 3-1 Inf. engaged
seven among hootches along Highway 1, 9 1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho, for the only kills reported in the
brigade area.

Co. C, 4-21 Inf. engaged an unknown size force 12 miles southwest of Duc Pho and folowed blood trails to
a wounded NVA who was detained.

FREDERICK HILL--"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed four VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area
eight miles west of Tam Ky.

In a delayed report, C Trp., 1st Cav. found an AK-47 rifle and a carbine in a tunnel it was searching
Thursday, five miles west of Tam Ky.

Three VC were killed in two contacts in the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operation.

Two VC were killed by Co. B, 1-46 Inf. in the foothills 16 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, where the company
found and destroyed five hootches.

Co. B, 4-31 Inf. engaged two VC, killing one with a pack, in a mountainous region 22 1/2 miles west of Tam
Ky.

Three Americal soldiers were killed and 13 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according
to an initial report. Sixteen Americal soldiers were killed in action last week.

Action the past week was mostly light in southern | Corps, with Americal Division troops accounting for 16
NVA and 164 VC killed, and 25 weapons, two crew-served, captured.

In Operation Frederick Hill, the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. reported killing 77 VC and capturing three weapons.

"Blue Ghost" gunships from F Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for 50 of the VC killed. The gunships killed 17 after
engaging an unknown size enemy force 15 1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, Monday.

Eight NVA and 43 VC were killed by units from the 196th Inf. Bde. as well as 18 weapons captured, two of
which were crew-served.

Sunday, Co. A, 1-46 Inf. found an enemy base camp just hours after the NVA had abandoned it. The camp
consisted of three hootches, 300 meters of tunnels, and caves in which the company found four individual
weapons with 16,320 rounds of small arms ammo, two complete 82mm mortars with 84 rounds of 82mm
mortar ammo, 10 RPG rounds, and 124 rounds of 60mm mortar ammo.

The area was well hidden in the rugged terrain 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

In Operation Iron Mountain, the 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for eight NVA and 25 VC killed, and three weapons
captured.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. engaged and killed nine VC two miles southwest of Duc Pho,
Monday.

The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for 19 VC killed and one weapon captured in widespread action in its areas
of operation in Geneva Park and Russell Beach.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding



Vol. 3 No. 124 Sunday May 4, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 5

Fair to partly cloudy. Winds southeasterly morning and night. In afternoon winds 8 to 12 knots gusting 18 to
22.

Temp. H94 L77 Humidity H95 L 55

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Action in southern | Corps was light yesterday, with Americal Division units
reporting six NVA and 32 VC killed, as well as six weapons captured.

FREDERICK HILL- The 196th Inf. Bde accounted for five NVA and eight VC killed, and two weapons
captured in its area of operation.

At 0730 hours, Co. B, 3-21 Inf. encountered 25 NVA soldiers in a brief skirmish 11 miles west-northwest of
Tam Ky, killing four of the enemy. In the afternoon, the company engaged and killed a lone VC in the same
vicinity.

Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed another NVA after engaging two, also capturing an AK-47 rifle in the triple canopy
jungle 14 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. killed one VC where it found two VC who had been killed by gunships flying in the area day
before 17 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. D 1-46 Inf. found a carbine during a search of an area 16 1/2 miles southwest of TamKy.

Co. B, 4-31 Inf. engaged four VC killing two in a mountainous region 24 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

The recon patrol of 2-1 Inf. spotted and engaged five VC in the dense jungle 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky,
killing one.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship from F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC after engaging three in a rocky area 11 1/2 miles
south-southwest of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. also accounted for three of the four VC killed in the 1st Sqdn., 1st
Cav. area.

The three VC were Kkilled in three contacts from 6 1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky, where C Trp., 1st
Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed one VC, to 15 1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

IRON MOUNTAIN-One NVA and 10 VC were killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operation Saturday.

A FAC airplane, flown by MAJ Donald L. Mrugatroyd, directed air strikes against a 15 man VC force 5 1/2
miles south-southeast of Duc Pho, which resulted in five VC killed.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. working with E Trp., 1st Cav. near Lake Lam Binh, four miles southeast of Duc Pho, killed two
VC. E Trp. killed another VC after engaging two.

Co. A, 3-1 Inf. killed two VC in a skirmish among hootches four miles south-southeast of Duc Pho.

An NVA was killed and his AK-47 rifle captured by Co. A, 4-3 Inf. during action 9 1/2 miles west-northwest of
Duc Pho.

GENEVA PARK and RUSSELL BEACH-The 198th Inf. Bde. reported 10 VC killed and three weapons
captured in its areas of operation.

In Operation Geneva Park, Co. A, 5-46 Inf. engaged five to six VC in arice paddy seven miles northeast of
Quang Ngai, killing three.

The command and control helicopter for the 5-46 Inf. killed another VC in the vicinity.

Co. D, 1-52 Inf. engaged a two or three man force killing two VC and capturing two K-44 rifles 16 1/2 miles
west-northwest of Quang Ngai.

The second platoon of H Trp., 17th  Cav., led by PSG S. Zernell (Glendale Pa.) destroyed four bunkers,
five foot square, and three spider holes during a search of an area seven miles southwest of Chu Lai.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. killed three more VC and captured an AK-47 rifle in the Operation Russell Beach area six
miles east-northeast of Quang Ngai.

A VC was killed when Co. C, 546 Inf. engaged three on the Batangan Peninsula 11 miles northeast of
Quang Ngai.

* %k *x %

One Americal soldier was killed, and 17 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report.



Vol. 3 No. 125 Monday May 5, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 6

Fair to partly cloudy. Winds will continue from southeast to easterly direction 5 to 10 knots gusting to 18 knots
in the afternoon.

Temperature: High in mid 90's  Low in high 70's

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Light action prevailed in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal Division units
reporting three NVA and 13 VC killed, and four weapons captured.

GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for one NVA and six VC killed along with one weapon
captured.

Three of the VC were killed by the utility helicopter for the 1-52 Inf. in jungle covered foothills 11 miles
northwest of Quang Ngai.

The command and control helicopter for the 5-46 Inf. killed two VC in a rice paddy six miles northeast of
Quang Ngai.

Co. B, 1-52 Inf. engaged and killed an NVA and captured his AK-47 rifle during a search of an areal5 1/2
miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai.

Co. D, 1-52 Inf. killed another VC after engaging three in the same area, where it also found and destroyed
a hootch with three tons of salt in it.

FREDERICK HILL--Two NVA and four VC were killed, and three weapons captured in the 196th Inf. Bde.
area.

Co. D, 1-46 Inf. killed one NVA and captured his AK-47 rifle 16 miles southwest of Tam Ky, where the
company found an NVA who had been killed by air strikes two or three days ago.

Co. B, 4-31 Inf. engaged four VC, killing two and capturing two AK-47 rifles, as well as detaining a wounded
VC suspect in a mountainous region 20 miles west of Tam Ky. Later the company killed another VC in the
mountains 25 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship from F Trp.., 8th Cav. killed one VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., 1st Cav. area eight
miles west of Tam Ky.

IRON MOUNTAIN- Co. D, of the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 1-20 Inf. engaged three VC killing two in a rice paddy five
miles north of Duc Pho, for the only kills reported in the brigade area.

Four Americal soldiers were killed, and four wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report.



Vol. 3 No. 130 Saturday May 10, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 11

Partly to mostly cloudy with light showers along the coast. Winds blowing eastsoutheast 8-12 knots gusting
to 20 knots. Temperature: H94 L 77 Humidity: H 95% L 55%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Action was light in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal Division units
reporting three NVA and 12 VC killed, two NVA bodies found, and 13 weapons, two crew-served, captured.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for one NVA and seven VC killed, two NVA found in
graves, and four weapons captured.

Six VC were killed by the recon patrol of the 1-20 Inf. seven miles northwest of Duc Pho, who, related CPT
Joseph Clary (North Charleston, S.C.) from the 11th Inf. Bde.'s TOC, "was setting up camp under a very large
tree. One of the men looked up and noticed someone looking back, he immediately fired and killed the VC.
The body did not fall so he went up to bring it down to be searched. While in the tree he looked down and
noticed five VC hiding in the hollow of the tree. He killed the other five at that time."

Co. A, 4-3 Inf. engaged and killed one NVA in the jungle covered foothills 12 1/2 miles west-northwest of
Duc Pho. A half mile away the company found the graves of two NVA who had been killed by air strikes two
to three weeks ago.

A VC was killed after Co. D, 1-20 Inf. engaged two amid hootches along Highway 1, 3 1/2 miles north of
Duc Pho.

Co. A, 4-21 Inf. found a small enemy base camp with five huts eight by ten feet in size and three 10 by 12
feet in size which were newly built bunker style huts, 9 1/2 miles southwest of Duc Pho. A small weapons
cache was also found in which was a French sub-machinegun, an 808 Stone 3.6 rifle, a Remington 3.6 rifle
with a grenade launcher, and a Winchester 3.6 rifle was buried in the same area.

FREDERICK HILL--Two NVA and two VC were killed, and eight weapons captured two crew-served in the
196th Inf. Bde. area Friday.

Another cache was found 17 miles southwest of Tam Ky, near where three others had been found in the
past two days. The recon patrol of the 1-46 Inf. found there French mausers, a Chicom .53 caliber rifle, and
two French 7.52 machineguns in a hootch with a false floor like the rest of the caches found.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed two NVA when it engaged four in a mountainous region 24 miles west-southwest of
Tam Ky.

Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC and captured his SKS rifle in the mountains 20 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship from F Trp., 8th Cav. killed another VC in the foothills 12 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

The recon patrol of the 3-21 Inf. found a carbine in the underbrush during a search of the mountains 21
miles west-southwest of Tam Ky.

RUSSELL BEACH-The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for three VC killed in its area of operation on the
Batangan Peninsula.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. engaged 10 to 15 VC at 0450 hours 9 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai, killing three of the
enemy.

Air Force CPT Vernon D. Nutter (Syracuse, N.Y.), Flying FAC missions in the same area, directed air strikes
which destroyed 30 military structures, caused eight explosions, and three secondary fires.

* %k kx %

Two Americal soldiers were killed and two were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according
to an initial report.



Vol. 3 No. 133 Tuesday May 13, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 14
Fair to partly cloudy, southeast winds to 10 knots, gusts to 20 knots in afternoon, a few showers possible over
the mountains with a slight chance locally. Temperatures: H96 L 79
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--A marked increase in activity prevailed throughout southern | Corps yesterday
as Americal Division units reported killing 112 NVA and 60 VC, capturing 60 weapons, 11 crew-served.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for 71 NVA, 3 VC killed, and 28 weapons, 3 crew-served
captured in its area of operation.

At LZ Baldy, 2-1 Inf. defended the 196th Inf. Bde. Hgs. repelling an NVA sapper attack early Monday
morning. Forty NVA were killed and 13 weapons and a large number of munitions were captured.

A barrage of RPG rounds, satchel charges, and grenades along with 8 to 10 mortar rounds hailed in on the
camp.

Stiff resistance met the enemy assault as the alert fire support base units stemmed the inward flow of the
enemy, and erased all routes of escape to the sappers.

Co.'s A and D, 1-46 Inf. killed 26 NVA, captured 12 weapons, two crew-served at LZ Professional while at
LZ Center, the 3-21 Inf. accounted for four NVA killed and two weapons captured, one crew-served.

In rapid succession Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed three VC, and Co. B, 1-46 Inf. found and destroyed a 12 gauge
shotgun.

Late in the day F Trp., 17th Cav. killed a NVA near LZ Baldy.

IRON MOUNTAIN--Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed 41 NVA and 24 VC and captured 16 weapons, three
crew-served.

Embattled artillerymen, protecting their perimeter while firing two key missions, killed 23 VC and detained one while
beating back a company size sapper attack at LZ Snoopy nine miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Btry. B, 1-82 Arty. positioned on the LZ with a platoon from Co. C, 39th Engr. Bn. was firing illumination and counter
mortar missions with its four 155mm howitzer sections when the attack began.

Btry. B. defenders met the attack with controlled small arms fire along a bunker line leading to its gun parapets. Two
sappers reached the protective wall but were killed by cannoneer SP4 Bobby J. Stafford, (Peel, Ark.).

Trp. E, 1st Cav. working with Co. C 3-1 Inf. engaged and killed 17 NVA in rice paddies 6 mies southeast of Duc Pho and
captured a RPG launcher. It also discovered two NVA killed by atrtillery fire.

In the same area Co. C tallied 8 more NVA and a VC killed.

Co. D., 3-1 Inf. killed nine NVA and captured five weapons including a .30 caliber machinegun.

Three NVA were killed by Co. B, 3-1 Inf. also capturing an AK-47 rifle and two machineguns.

Co. A, 3-1 Inf. killed another NVA in a rice paddy nine miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed one NVA and captured his SKS rifle.

GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for 33 VC killed, and 11 weapons, 5 crewserved, were
captured.

The 1-52 Inf. repulsed a combined mortar and ground attack at LZ Buff early Monday morning, killing 27 VC
and capturing four AK-47 rifles.

The LZ was hit with a mortar barrage of 100 to 150 rounds, and a ground attack by two VC companies.

Btry. D, 1-14 Arty. firing on a flat trajectory helped the infantryman rout the enemy.

"Shortly after it started we had everything out there except B-52s and tanks," said SP4 David Gyllis,
(Longview, Tex.), a member of the 198th M.I. team.

In addition to the rifles, 96 Chicom grenades and 18 rockets were found.

Co. D, 5-46 Inf. killed four VC and captured an AK-47 and three RPGs.

Co. C, 1-52 Inf. liquidated a VC carrying medical supplies with a grenade.

Recon, 1-52 Inf. returning sniper fire killing the VC and capturing his weapon.




Vol. 3 No. 134 Wednesday May 14 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 15
Fair to partly cloudy, winds blowing east-southeast 5 to 10 knots and gusting to 20 knots in afternoon.
Probable thundershowers over mountains. Temperature: H96 L 80
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10)--Enemy activity decreased in the past 24 hours in the Americal Division. Units
reported killing 47 NVA and 40 VC and 18 weapons, three crew-served, were captured.

IRON MOUNTAIN--"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. reported 40 NVA and 12 VC killed in southern
Quang Ngai province yesterday. Six weapons, one crew-served, were captured.

Air strikes accounted for a large portion of the enemy Kkills in the bde.'s area.

Elements of the 1-4 ARVN Regt. and 4-3 Inf. reported 25 NVA killed by air strikes, 14 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf. reported finding five NVA killed by air strikes and three more killed by air strikes and three more killed by
small arms fire, five miles south of Duc Pho. At 1010 hours the same unit engaged and killed eight VC half a mile away.

After receiving RPGs and small arms fire, Co. B, 1-20 Inf. returned fire to kill four NVA, three miles west of Duc Pho.

Three VC were killed by Co. C, 1-20 Inf. who was on a search and clear mission with E Trp., 1st Cav. in fields five miles
west of Duc Pho. Earlier the Cav. unit found one AK-47, one M-1 carbine and a M-14 rifle.

Thirteen miles northwest of Duc Pho Co. A, 4-3 Inf. found two NVA killed by air strikes and captured an AK-47 rifle. The
unit later found one RPG launcher and seven rounds, two Chicom grenades and two green uniforms, all in the same
vicinity.

A VC killed by 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. was found by the 19th Eng.'s seven miles southeast of Duc Pho. Also found was an
AK-47.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. killed one VC in a rice paddy six miles south of Duc Pho.

Five miles further south Co. D, 4-21 Inf. found a large well-built enemy base camp with 25 hootches, each with its own
bunker. One kitchen 20 by 20 feet and a 20 by 60 feet mess hall was included. The unit uncovered 500 pounds of rice, 20
entrenching tools, and NVA poncho liners.

FREDERICK HILL - Action in the 196th Inf. Bde. areas showed 17 NVA and 7 VC killed and eight weapons, one crew
served captured.

In an area six miles southeast of Tam Ky. Cos. B and C, 3-21 Inf. killed nine VC and one NVA.

Elsewhere, near LZ Baldy gunships of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed four VC. In the same area the 21 Inf. accounted
for one NVA killed.

Fourteen miles southwest of Tam Ky, Co. A, 1-46 Inf. engaged and killed one NVA and one VC, captured a SKS rifle
and a AK-47 rifle.

Three hours later Co. A working with Recon, 1-46 Inf. killed four NVA and captured two AK-47 rifles and a SKS.

In the same area, Co. B, 2-1 Inf. found and M-72 LAW and one pistol.

Two VC were killed by Co. D, 4-31 Inf. while Co. B, 1-46 Inf. accounted for another one.

C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. captured an AK-47 rifle and a RPG launcher.

GENEVA PARK -Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed 11 VC and captured four weapons, one crew-served.

Across open fields dotted with rice paddies the armored carriers of 3rd Plt. H Trp., 17th Cav. rolled.

The unit working with an element of 1-52 Inf. was on a search and clear mission 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

Suddenly they received heavy automatic weapons fire from a woodline area. "We spotted the enemy trying to move up
on the 1-52 so we came on line and made an assault," said 1LT George E. Palmer (Waterford, Pa.), track commander.

Routing the enemy, the Cav. found nine NVA killed and many weapons littered the area. Forced to rejoin the 1-52 to
provide security, they encountered heavy action. Later going back to the woodline they found that all bodies and weapons
had been removed.

H Trp. did capture one AK-47 and one Chicom machinegun.

In other action, Co. A, 546 Inf. engaged seven VC, killing one 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai on the
Batangan Peninsula.

Ten miles northeast of Chu Lai one VC was killed by Co. A, 1-6 Inf.

SGT. Louis Love (San Francisco, CA) found out that malfunctions with weapons sometimes are nice. Love asergeant
with the 1-52 Inf. was face-to-face with death at the hands of attacking VC at LZ Buff early Monday morning . A VC had
the drop on Love with an AK-47. "He pulled the trigger three times and each time nothing happened,” recalled Love. The
VC was then shot by another 1-52 soldier.




Vol. 3 No. 141 Wednesday May 21, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 22

Late afternoon thunder showers over the mountains with scattered showers along the coast. Fair to partly
cloudy. Temperature: H98 L 79

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--In eight contacts with enemy force yesterday, soldiers of the Americal Division

accounted for five NVA and seven VC killed, and three weapons, one crew-served captured.
* k k%

FREDERICK HILL--Action slowed throughout the entire division yesterday including the 196th Inf. Bde.
area. The "Chargers reported killing two NVA and three VC and capturing one weapon.

Co's A and C, 3-21 Inf. working in a sweep five miles southwest of Tam Ky, came under intense automatic
weapons fire. The strikes silenced the enemy positions. A check of the area found two NVA killed.

"Blue Ghost gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for two VC killed in two separate contacts, 11 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

One VC was killed by the recon element of the 4-31 Inf., 23 miles west of Tam Ky. Found in the area was
.38 caliber pistol and five Chicom grenades.

* k% % %

GENEVA PARK--In the 198th Inf. Bde. area of operations three NVA and one VC were killed and two
weapons, one crew-served captured.

After receiving sporadic sniper fire from NVA snipers on a hilltop, eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai, Co.
C, 1-52 Inf. laid down a heavy barrage of small arms fire, then went up after the enemy.

The "Brave and Bold" soldiers captured the hill and put an end to the sniper business for three NVA.

A check of the hilltop area by the Americal soldiers netted one 82mm mortar with seven rounds, and one
AK-47 rifle.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. engaged and killed one VC, 11 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai. They also detained one
VC suspect in the area.

While working in an area, six miles west of Chu Lai, Co. D, 1-6 Inf. found five suspected rocket sites with
aiming stakes.

* k% % %

IRON MOUNTAIN--Three VC were killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. area yesterday.

Co. A, 3-1 Inf. while in a night perimeter position had trip flares around them ignite twice during the night.

In both cases VC trying to invade the perimeter set off the flares and both times the company was aided by
the light silhouetting the enemy against the sky, resulting in three VC killed.

Two VC suspects were detained on the coast, six miles southeast of Chu Lai, by Co. B, 31 Inf.

Co. B, 4-21 Inf., four miles southeast of Duc Pho, found five rocket canisters and 20 feet of electrical wire
with firing devices attached.



Vol. 3 No. 146 Monday May 26, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 27

Partly to mostly cloudy with showers and thunder showers in the afternoon. The showers will be isolated
along the coast and scattered over the mountains.

Temperature: H99 L 80

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Fighting in the Americal Division's southern | Corps area continued to be light

yesterday, as nine NVA and five VC were killed and five weapons were captured.
* kx k%

IRON MOUNTAIN--In multiple small actions in the 11th Inf. Bde. area, "Jungle Warriors" accounted for all
nine of the NVA killed and four of the weapons captured.

While working in an area eight miles south of Duc Pho, Co, A, 4-21 Inf. killed three NVA and captured an
SKS, an AK-47, and one pistol, in day long operations.

They also reported finding blood trails and documents in the area.

Along the coast, two miles east of Duc Pho, Co. D, 3-1 Inf. killed two NVA, three miles south of Duc Pho,
while Co. C, 1-20 Inf. found an M-1 carbine along Highway 1, three miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. killed two NVA, three miles miles south of Duc Pho, while Co. C, 1-20 Inf. found an M-1
carbine alonge Highway 1, three miles northwest of Duc Pho.

In talking of the combined sweep by E Trp., 1st Cav., and Co. B, 3-1 Inf. six miles southeast of Duc Pho, on
Saturday which lasted into the night, 1LT Tony E. Barda (Matton, Ill.) E Trp. CO said, "They were on asearch
and clear mission when we encountered the reinforced NVA company, which was well dug in. The tracks got
on line and assaulted the enemy position, while being supported by the infantry unit."

* k% % %

FREDERICK HILL--Four VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operation yesterday, along with one
weapon captured.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed one VC and captured a .30 caliber carbine, 18 miles west of Tam Ky.

Elsewhere, Co. A, 4-31 Inf. and Co. C, 2-1 Inf. each killed one VC.

A. Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed one VC.

* k% % %

GENEVA PARK--One VC was killed by "Brave and Bold" soldiers in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. C, 5-46 Inf. killed the VC, 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

In other actions yesterday, air strikes destroyed three bunkers, 21 structures, and two automatic weapons
positions, throughout the brigade area.

ARMY COMMENDATION WITH "Vv*
PFC Thomas R. Diggs - 5-46 Inf.
PFC Michael W. Fermoyle - 5-46 Inf.



Vol. 3 No. 147 Tuesday May 27, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 28

Partly to mostly cloudy with showers and thunder showers over mountains and isolated along the coast.
Winds 5 to 12 knots. Temperature: H97 L 80 Humidity: H 88% L 55%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10)--Yesterday was another day of light scattered action throughout the Americal
Division's southern | Corps area.

Units reported nine NVA and eight VC killed and four weapons captured.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported five NVA and four VC killed and two weapons captured in
their area yesterday.

"We were so close to them that when | shot the first VC the round also hit another of them," said CPT John
Whitticar (Salina, Kan.), describing action involving his company-D, 4-31 Inf., late Sunday night.

The company operating 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky found an isolated hootch while searching the area.

Moving cautiously forward, the unit observed four VC dart out from the hootch. "We were almost on top of
them when they bolted out," said the CO.

The GI's fired at the fleeting dark figures killing three.

Early Monday morning, the company added one more VC killed and captured an M-1 Carbine, 17 miles
west of Tam Ky.

Five NVA reported killed by artillery fire of Co. C, 3-21 Inf. were found by the 1-5 ARVN unit, six miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

One other U.S. carbine was found by Co. A, 2-1 Inf. yesterday in the 196th OZ.

IRON MOUNTAIN-"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for four NVA and one VC killed and two
weapons captured.

Co. C, 4-21 Inf. killed one NVA six miles southwest of Duc Pho.

Later in the day the same company found another NVA killed by air strikes.

At 1700 hours the unit captured an NVA soldier. According to SP4 Ronald M. Krieg (Plymouth, Mich.) of
Bde. S-2, "Co. C, 4-21 Inf. found the NVA soldier hiding in a bunker, he was wounded by not seriously. They
also captured some documents."

In separate contacts, Co. B, 4-21 Inf. accounted for two NVA killed and one AK-47 and one AK-50 rifles.

The contacts occurred two and half miles southwest and six miles southwest of Duc Pho.

At 1735 hours, Co. B, 3-1 Inf. killed one VC, seven miles southeast of Duc Pho.

GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported three VC killed in its area of operations yesterday.

The recon element of 1-52 Inf. observed seven VC moving along a trail, eight miles northwest of Quang
Ngai.

Artillery was called in on the position. Btry. D, 1-14 Arty. responded by firing the mission.

Another artillery mission was called by Co. C, 1-52 Inf. who had observed three VC evading into a hootch,
10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

The search of the area revealed the hootch destroyed, blood trails and one NVA pack containing medical
supplies.

Co. D, 5-46 Inf. received sniper fire from a village, eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai, the unit returned
fire and swept through the village.

The VC had evaded, but the company found 20 tunnels 5 feet by 2 feet, which were destroyed.

One and half miles away, Co. A, 1-52 Inf. found a tunnel 35 meters long leading to a chamber with three to
four leading to a chamber with three to four fighting positions. The complex was destroyed.

One VC suspect was detained by Co. C, 546 Inf. while Co. D, 1-6 Inf. detained 12 Viethamese.




Vol. 3 No. 151 Saturday May 31, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST June 1
Mostly cloudy in the morning, partly cloudy in afternoon. Winds east-southeast becoming variable, blowing 5-
10 knots. Showers over the mountains.
Temperature: H93 L 77  Humidity: H90% L 55%
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Two minor actions were the only enemy contacts made in the Americal Division
yesterday for the 24 hour cease-fire in honor of Buddha. The totals found three NVA and
LAMAR PLAIN--The two contacts were in the area being worked by the 1st Bde. 101st Airborne Division.

Light observation helicopters (LOH) were involved in both contacts.

At 0815 hours, a LOH of B Trp., 2nd Sqdn., 17th Cav. received ground fire from about six NVA, nine miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

The LOH swooped low across the enemy position and engaged them with an individual weapon killing one,
while aerial rockets accounted for another NVA killed.

In the other action involving a LOH from the 101st Aviation an NVA was killed after the aircraft was engaged
by small arms fire.

FREDERICK HILL--In the 196th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations the "Chargers" reported no enemy activity.

D Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., however found the bodies of four VC killed by small arms fire, five mileswest of
Tam Ky.

GENEVA PARK--Two caches were found in the 198th Inf. Bde. area yesterday.

Co. A, 1-52 Inf. found an additional 3000 pounds of rice, six miles northwest of Quang Ngai, bringing their
two day total to six tons of rice.

A small ammo cache of 25 60mm mortar rounds with fuses and nine magazines of an unknown type ammo,
plus two type writers were found with the ammo by Co. D, 546 Inf.

* %k k%

IRON MOUNTAIN--Activity in the 11th Inf. Bde. area was at a minimum throughout the day.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
SP5 Ed Conaway
PFC Terry Mack Co-editors
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212
*kkk
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division, APO 96374, as an
authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of
the Army.
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Vol. 3 No. 156 Thursday June 5, 1969
AWARDS
ARCOM WITH "V" DEVICE
FSG James D. Dresser - 5 - 46 Inf.
SGT Paul V. Sloan -5 - 46



Vol. 3 No. 166 June 15, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST June 16
Partly to mostly cloudy clearing in the afternoon.
Winds from the northeast along the coast 5 to 10 knots
Temp H9% L80 Hum H90 L50
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--In action involving Americal Division soldiers yesterday, 29 NVA and 19 VC
were killed and five weapons captured.

IRON MOUNTAIN--Again yesterday the heaviest action was in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operations in
southern Quang Ngai Province.

Co. A, 4-21 Inf. engaged a large group of NVA soldiers, 11 miles southwest of Duc Pho.

With assistance from artillery and airstrikes 13 NVA were killed in the engagement.

In a delayed report, Co. D, 4-21 Inf. killed four NVA, nine miles southwest of Duc Pho.

Later in the day in the same area, the "Gimlets" found four NVA killed by recent air strikes.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn. Bn. killed one VC, 15 miles north of Duc Pho.

One NVA killed by a detonated claymore mine was found by Co. A, 3-1 Inf. at 0635 hours, seven miles
south of Duc Pho.

FREDERICK HILL-Units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed six NVA and four VC and captured three weapons.

Co. D, 3-21 Inf. made contact with an unknown size enemy force, 12 miles west of Tam Ky.

The "Gimlets" eliminated six of the NVA soldiers and captured two AK-47 rifles and one M-79.

Early in the morning, Co. D, 2-1 Inf. killed three VC, 10 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. G (Rangers), 75th Inf. killed one VC, 17 miles southwest of Tam Ky for the only other Kill.

GENEVA PARK--Airstrikes directed by 198th brigade forward air control accounted for 14 VC killed, while
one NVA body was found.

One airstrike resulted in nine VC killed, 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, while five more VC were Killed,
11 miles north of Quang Ngai.

The strikes destroyed 25 structures and five bunkers.

Co. A, 1-52 Inf. found the body of one NVA, seven miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

While searching five miles north of Quang Ngai for results of artillery ire Co. B, 5-46 Inf. picked up one RPD
machinegun.

In a ceremony at LZ gator, SGT Edward E. Floyd (Morrsitown, Ind.) of Co. B, 546 Inf. was presented the
Silver Star for Gallantry by Col Jere D. Whittington, 198th Bde. commander.

SGT Floyd was cited for maneuvering through an enemy mine field to rescue a number of injured soldiers,
after the company had come under heavy fire.

Although he had been wounded, he gave medical aid to his more seriously wounded comrades.

When the company came under heavy fire from the rear, SGT Floyd directed the squad's return fire and
then helped carry the wounded to safety.

At the same ceremonies, one Bronze Star and nine Army Commendation Medals, all for valor were
presented.

LAMAR PLAIN--Co. A 1-503 Inf. found two SKS rifles, 17 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Enemy activity increased last week as Americal Division units killed 356 NVA and 166 VC and captured 90
weapons, 20 crew-served.

Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. encountered the most action during the week. The "Jungle Warriors" killed 222
enemy soldiers and captured 48 weapons.

TOMORROW IS ORANGE PILL DAY TAKE IT!



Vol. 3 No. 171 Friday June 20, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST June 21
Mostly cloudy with a few afternoon showers and thunder showers
Temperature H96 L 79
Humidity H92% L 50%
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Units of the Americal Division accounted for 14 NVA and 16 VC killed and five
weapons captured and one destroyed in yesterday's action.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and one VC and found the bodies of seven NVA,
while capturing one weapon.

At 0905 hours, the recon element of 4-3 Inf. found three NVA killed by artillery, 14 miles northwest of Duc
Pho.

Co. D, 4-21 Inf. made the only contacts in southern Quang Ngai Province, killing one NVA and one VC in
separate encounters, five miles southwest of Duc Pho. The "Gimlets" also captured one AK-47 rifle.

Co's A and D 1-20 Inf., working two miles north of Duc Pho found the bodies of four NVA killed by airstrikes.

FREDERICK HILL--"Chargers" of the 196th Inf. Bde tallied five NVA and one VC killed and captured four
weapons and another destroyed.

Fifteen miles west of Tam Ky Co. D, 4-31 Inf. engaged and killed three NVA and captured one each of an
M-16, M-1 carbine, and an AK-47 rifle.

Two miles to the east, Co. A, 3-21 Inf. ended the fighting days of two NVA while gathering one AK-47.

A sister company C found one RPD machinegun destroyed in an airstrike, while Co. B, 2-1 Inf. found the
body of one VC, 15 miles north of Tam Ky.

GENEVA PARK--In the 198th Inf. Bde. area of operations 11 VC were killed.

Gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. roamed far and wide through the brigade OZ, hunting enemy soldiers.

The "Blue Ghosts" made ghosts of 10 VC encountered during the day.

Also Co. B, 5-46 Inf. added one more VC to the total in a single encounter, seven miles northwest of Quang
Ngai.

LAMAR PLAIN--B Trp., 2nd Sqdn., 17th Cav. accounted for one NVA and three VC Kkilled in three
encounters nine to eleven miles southwest of Tam Ky.




Vol. 3 No. 190 Wednesday July 9, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST--July 10
Partly to mostly cloudy with isolated rain showers and thunder showers and thunder storms. Winds from
northeast from 3 to 10 knots. Temperature H99 L80 Humidity H90 L50
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Soldiers of the Americal Division experienced their tenth straight day of light and
scattered action as 11 VC and two NVA were killed and two individual weapons captured.

IRON MOUNTAIN--Action began at 0625 in the 11th Bde. area of operations when "Sykes Regulars" from
C Co., 1-20, engaged four VC, killing one, while sweeping the coastal plains six miles north of Duc Pho.

C Co., 4-21, engaged and killed one NVA and captured his AK-47, while working in a marsh-covered area
four miles south of Duc Pho.

A recon platoon from 3-1, while operating in the jungles five miles west of Duc Pho, received automatic
weapons fire.

The platoon returned the fire and killed one NVA soldier.

The last encounter of the day occurred at 1920 hours when D Co., 1-20 engaged three VC, three miles
north of Duc Pho.

D Co. managed to bring down one of the VC.

At 0545 hours yesterday morning, LZ Bronco, headquarters for the 11th Inf. Bde., received three 140mm
rockets.

No casualties or damages were reported.

FREDERICK HILL--Five VC were killed and the body of another found in the area of the 196th Inf. Bde.

"Blue Ghost" helicopters from F Trp. 8th Cav. reported the heaviest action of the day when they killed three
VC while operating in a mountainous region 12 miles west of Tam Ky.

A sister element, D Co., called in artillery on an unknown size enemy force 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky,
which resulted in the death of one VC.

A Ranger element from G Co., 75h Inf. (Rangers), while working in the Operation Frederick Hill area,
reported killing one VC in the mountains 11 miles west of Tam Ky.

GENEVA PARK--One VC was reported killed by airstrikes in the area of the 198th Inf. Bde.

Air Force CPT Barry G. Flanary (Wilson, Okla.) directed the airstrike five miles west of Quang Ngai City.

H Trp., 17th Cav., while searching an area eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai, found 60 old bunkers
measuring eight feet by 10 feet.

In that same area, they also found and destroyed two 500 pound bombs, two 50-pound dud bombs, and an

81mm mortar dud round.

ARVN's working with D Co., 1-52, found a tunnel five miles west-north-west of Quang Ngai.

The tunnel contained documents and was destroyed by B. Co., 26th Engr. Bn.

D Co. also reported finding an M-1 Carbine in that same area.

In their latest VIP effort, the first platoon of C Co., 546, reported receiving 10 M-14 mines, nine 82mm
mortar rounds, one 81mm mortar round, 30 M-79 rounds, and several Chicom hand grenades.

LAMAR PLAIN--C Co., 1-46, engaged six NVA in the mountains 12 miles south of Tam Ky.
The "Professionals” of the 198th Bde. reported bringing down one of the NVA.




Volume 3 No. 196 Americal Daily New Sheet Tuesday July 15, 1969
CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST T July 16

Clear to partly cloudy with a chance of afternoon or evening showers over the mountains. Winds are
expected to be northeast along the coast. 10-15 knots, inland, winds will be southwest, 10-20 knots.

Temp. Humidity
HIGH: 97 78%
LOW: 85 45%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) i After nearly two weeks of extremely light and scattered action in southern |
Corps, Americal Division soldiers got back into the sing of things yesterday when they killed 25 NVA and 13
VC and captured four individual weapons.

Americal units also uncovered the bodies of 11 NVA and one VC who had been killed by artillery and
airstrikes.

IRON MOUNTAINSfA| ways Firsto soldiers from the 11th | ndninth®dde. ds 3r ¢
Operation Iron Mountain area.
D Co. made the first contact while on a recon operation six miles southwest of Duc Pho.
SP4 William H. Pyatt (Santa Anna, Calif.), described the acti
from the second platoon. o
Soon the second platoon came under heavy enemy fire.
iwWwe rushed over to help, but when we got there, the enemy hac
Pyatt added.
Meanwhile, the first platoon, who had set up a day ambush nearby, came to aid the two platoons, but also came under
heavy enemy fire.
Airstrikes and gunships were then called in by D Co.
When the smoke had cleared, five NVA were dead and an AK-47 and an M-1 rifle were captured.
CCo.from t he AAl ways Firsto unit killed one NVA when they were (
A Co., 3-1, killed four VC and captured an AK-50 and a 9mm pistol while sweeping the perimeter of Fire Support Base
411, 19 miles northwest of Duc Pho.
At 1400 hours, a recon platoon from 3-1 spotted 11 NVA in an open are three miles south of Duc Pho. All were wearing
white hats and black pajamas.
iwarl ordso from B Co. , 123rd Avn. Bn. , were called in and kil
LAMAR PLAIN&While on a search and clear operation in the rugged mountains 21 miles southwest of Tam Ky, B Co., 2
17 of the 1st Bde. of the 101st Abn., Div., engaged and killed five NVA soldiers.
Later, in that same area, B Co. found the body of a VC who had been killed by airstrikes
B Co., 1-501, found the bodies of 10 NVA while working in the mountains 18 miles south of Tam Ky. These bodies were
also a result of an airstrike.
An aviation platoon from the 101st engaged and killed one NVA soldier 15 miles south of Tam Ky.
The last encounter of the day came at 1555 hours when a recon platoon from 1-502 killed two VC 24 miles southwest of
Tam Ky.
FREDERICK HILL i Air Force FACS directed airstrikes on the coastal area 24 miles north of Tam Ky which killed 11
NVA.
Aerial observers called in artillery strikes on an area 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky which resulted in the deaths of four
VC.
At 0715 hours yesterday morning, a recon platoon from the 19¢
VC 12 miles west of Tam Ky.
iBl ue Ghosto gunships from F Trp., 8th Cav. reported the | ast
of Tam Ky.

GENEVAPARKOi Ready Rifl eso from t b2 enga@ettithto I iGwhileBde6s D Co. ,

sweeping a marshy area 12 miles west of Quang Ngai City.

D Co. called in artillery strikes on the area which killed three of the enemy.

A Co., 5-46, while working on the Batangan Peninsula, 12 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, found the body of
one NVA soldier who had been killed by airstrikes.

Elements of the 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. found 6,075 pounds of rice 10 miles west northwest of Quang Ngai.

The more than three tons of rice had been buried between two hootches.

D Trp., 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav., called in artillery strikes on an area 12 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky which
resulted in one VC being killed.



Volume 3 No. 197 Americal Daily New Sheet Wednesday July 16, 1969
CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST i July 17

Fair to partly cloudy and warm, with scattered thundershowers over the mountains. Winds will be northeast
along the coast, 5-10 knots, and southwest in inland areas, 15-25.
Temperature H 98 L 78 Humidity H 85 L 50
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) i Soldiers of the Americal Division killed five NVA and nine VC and found the
graves of 20 enemy soldiers in light action in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal elements also captured a 7.5 French machinegun, one Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR), two M-1
rifles an M-1 and a sewing machine.

LAMARPLAINiCavalry troopers of t h¥, efgdgedsfour NVA soldierdat noond s B

yesterday while sweeping the mountains 11 miles south of Tam Ky.
B Trp. killed one NVA upon contact and called in airstrikes which accounted for three VC deaths.

I n that same area, fABlue Ghosto choppers from F Trp.,

While searching a mountainous area 14 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky, elements of D co., 1st Sqdn., 1st
Cav., killed a VC who was evading.

IRON MOUNTAIN i Action began at 0800 hours in the 11th Inf. Bde. area when C Co., 1-20, while on a
search and clear operation, one mile southeast of Duc Pho, found the body of a VC that had been killed by
artillery strikes.

Also found in the area was an M-16, fresh punji pits, and two pressure type booby traps.

At 1100 hour s, six miles southwest of -Ddoond B2hNY/A
graves. The graves were estimated to be one to five weeks old.

In that same area, a sister company, C Co., found a French made 7.5 light machinegun, 2 82mm mortar
rounds, and a box of M-16 ammunition.

A Co., 1-20, answered a call for assistance from Vietnamese farmers five miles northwest of Duc Pho. The
farmers had harvested between 80,000-100,000-Ibs of rice, and they wanted protection from the VC.

A Co. set up a defense around the 20 huts along

While conducting a sweep six miles southwest of Duc Ph, C Co., 3-1, found a hootch with a tunnel leading
towards a hill. Inside the tunnel, the Americal troopers found a sewing machine.

GENEVA PARK T D Co., 5-46, found a 50-gallon drum of gun powder while searching an area five miles
northeast of Quang Ngai City. The powder was blown in place.

Three miles further north, C Co., 1-52, found and destroyed an old trench line with numerous spider holes.

198th Bd. Air Force FACs directed airstrikes 10 miles southeast of Chu Lai which destroyed 17 structures,
four bunkers; and damaged three other bunkers.

While on a search and clear operation, four miles west of Tam Ky, elements from D Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st
Cav., found two M-1 rifles.
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Vol. 3. No. 207 Saturday July 26, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST--July 27
Mostly cloudy to cloudy with a few rain showers expected, with variable winds from the NE at 3-5 knots,
increasing to 3-10 knots.
High temp--92 Humidity--93
low--77 55

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0O)--Thirteen VC and four NVA were killed in southern | Corps yesterday as Americal
Division soldiers experienced light and scattered action.

The Americal team also captured 10 individual weapons.

FREDERICK HILL--Two seemed to be the magic number for the "Polar Bears" of B Co., 4-31, as they killed two NVA
and two VC and captured two AK-47's in the jungles 18 miles west -northwest of Tam Ky.

The first contact came at 1020 hours when B Co. engaged and killed one NVA and two VC.

An hour later, the company engaged three NVA, killing one of them.

While working in the coastal regions 18 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, A Co. of the 26th Engr. Bn, engaged three
VC. The "White Lions" of A Co. managed to kill one of the Communists.

The final action of the day in the 196th Bde, OZ was recorded by D Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., while operatng in the
jungles 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

D Trp. killed two VC during the encounter.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The "Warlords" of B Co., 123rd Avn. Bn., spotted two VC trying to evade, 12 miles west of Duc Pho,
at 1730 yesterday.

The VC were taken under fire and killed By B Co.

Elsewhere in the 11th Bde. area, "Sykes Regulars" from B Co., 1-20, captured five VC suspects five miles north of Duc
Pho.

Four of the suspects were women and admitted belonging to the Women's VC Association.

At 1815 hours, B Co. captured four more female suspects, seven miles north of Duc Pho.

While in the process of transferring the suspects to LZ Bronco, B Co. spotted a male suspect walking towards the
company.

When the female suspects spotted him, they yelled and he ran into a nearby bunker. The VC was killed while trying to
evade.

In a delayed report of Thursday's action, D Co., 4-3, spotted six NVA walking down a trail.

Artillery was called on the force, and killed two enemy soldiers.

LAMAR PLAIN--While on a search and clear operation in the mountains 14 miles southwest of Tam Ky, B Co., 1-46,
engaged five NVA soldiers.

The NVA quickly dispersed, but the "Professionals" soon found what they were after--a small weapons cache containing
seven SKS rifles.

Alpha Company, 1-502, found the graves of two VC who had been killed by airstrikes while searching an area eight
miles southwest of Tam Ky.

The final action in the Lamar Plain area took place 10 miles south of Tam Ky when elements of C Co., 1:501, found a
French sub-machinegun.

GENEVA PARK-The only contact in the 198th Bde. OZ occurred at 0820 hours when the recon element of the 1st Bn.,
52nd Inf., observed two VC in the mountains 10 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai City.

Artillery strikes were called in on the position and killed the two VC.

B Co., 1-52, while moving through an area four to 10 miles northwest of Duc Pho, found and estimated 8,145 pounds of
rice.

The rice was hidden in 55-gallon drums and clay crocks.

B Co. also captured a VC suspect in the same area who was later determined to be a VC sympathizer.

The third platoon of D Co., 5-46, received small arms fire 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai. The platoon
returned fire and silenced the enemy activity.

A sweep of the area resulted in the detainment of a group of VC suspects, two of which were later classified
as VC infrastructure.

B Co., 1-6, found an old helipad, six miles west of Chu Lai. A trip wire, attached to a B-40 rocket was
stretched across the helipad and rigged so that the down-draft of a landing helicopter would detonate the
rocket. B Co. blew the rocket in place.

A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., killed an evading VC while sweeping a mountainous region four miles south of
Tam Ky.

"Musket" gunships from the 176th AHC destroyed 12 structures while flying in support of the 5th Bn., 46th
In., 12 miles south of Chu Lai. The gunships were commanded by CW2 Robert J. Davies (Lincoln, R.L.),
WO1 Gary Williams (Phoenix, Ariz.), WO1 Thomas G. Melin (Clyde Park, Mont.), and WO1 Richard T.
Hulsey (Smyrna, Ga.).




Vol. 3. No. 231 Tuesday August 19, 1969

Partial Image.........cccoevevvveieennnens
H-92L-7 5 -90% L-50% Tomorrowds humidity H
CHU LAI (AMERICAL) i Extremely heavy fighting erupted in a section of the southern | Corps area while
other action continued to be light.
AMERICAL Division soldiers killed 148 NVA during a day-long engagement which lasted into the late
evening with an unknown-size enemy force around LZ West, 19 miles west of Tam Ky.
iThe enemy body count could be much higher when we
Cecil M. Henry (Rome, Ga.), commander of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde., at West.
Action flared early in the day near the AMERICAL basecamp and continued until late evening as artillery
and air support aided infantrymen in smashing the NVA element.
fil was receiving fire from at | east an NVA platoon
completelywiped t hem out, 6 said CPT JodhhdoWibDt@a.ar, commander
AMERICAL soldiers initially made contact with an NVA company yesterday around LZ West, killing eight of
the enemy.
IRON MOUNTAIN i Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. encountered a slight rise in enemy action, netting five NVA
and 11 VC killed during scattered fighting.
A team of Rangers from G Co., 75th Inf. (Ranger), working under the operation control of the 11th Bde,
came into contact with six to eight NVA six miles south of Duc Pho early this morning. Team leader SSG
Robert J. Pruden (St. Paul , Mi nn. ) rel at ed: i saw
i mmedi ately and killed him.o

Just an hour later, D Co., 4-3 Inf. sprang an ambush four miles west of Duc Pho and one NVA was Kkilled.

Two VC were killed 11 miles north-....... unreadable.......

They detained a VC suspect one mile north of Duc Pho. Later in the afternoon, two more were detained 12
miles west of Duc Pho.

Mortars were fired by B Co., 4-3 Infantrymen into a suspected enemy position. During a later sweep of the
area, three NVA bodies were found.

During a noon outbreak for fire, the recon element of the 1st. Bn., 20th Inf. killed two VC five miles west of
Duc Pho. A search followed and three ChiCom grenades and documents were found.

Slightly heavier fire broke out when troopers of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. spotted 10 VC wearing web gear.
Fire was exchanged and four bodies were found.

In the last action of the day, three VC were Kkilled by artilery fire when A Co., 3-1 spotted seven VC and
called in the fire.

GENEVA PARK - - Extremely light contact was made with enemy forces by 198th Bde. units operating west
of Chu Lai. One NVA and two VC bodies were found during search and clear operations while two small
enemy basecamps were discovered.

In early afternoon, two VC, killed by small arms fire during a firefight
yesterday, were found by a Ranger team from G Co., 75th Inf. (Ranger) 10 miles, southwest of Chu Lai.
Thirty minutes later, the team walked into a small deserted base camp consisting of seven hootches, one of
which was 75 feet long. Six tunnels and 18 boxes of small arms ammo were found in the area.

The NVA body was found by D Co., 1-52 Inf. nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai. His submachine gun
was confiscated. Later in the day, in the same area, D Co. found 50 pounds of rice in a hooch.

As two members of B Co., 546 Inf. entered a hooch nine miles northeast of Quang Ngai in an apparently
deserted hamlet, they engaged two VC escaping out the back door. The VC eluded their pursuers and left
behind a medical kit, two bags of rice and assorted clothing.

This was in the same area where nine tons of salt was found the pervious night. Six additional tons have
been found in assorted caches bringing (unreadable)
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Vol. 3 No. 234 Friday August 22, 1969
CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST August 23
Partly cloudy, becoming mostly cloudy late Sat. Isolated thundershowers and rainshowers are expected in
the mountain areas. Winds are expected to be light and variable southeast along the coast at 10-15 knots
Temp. High-96 Humidity 90

Low-77 50
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

FREDERICK HILL--Americal Division soldiers accounted for 138 NVA in sporadic contact in the Operation Frederick Hill
area, 16-23 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky Thursday.

An element of the 4th Bn, 31st Inf. made a systematic search in the area of Wednesday's contact, three kilometers
northeast of the Hiep Duc area. The Americal soldiers found 103 NVA, who were killed by small arms fire, artillery and
helicopter gunships of F Troop, 8th Cav.

Another element of the 4th Bn, 31st Inf. was attacked by an unknown size enemy force employing small arms and rocket
propelled grenades, approximately three kilometers southeast of LZ West, Thursday moming. The enemy broke contact
about 0700 and three NVA were found killed by small arms fire.

Elements of the 3rd Bn, 21st Inf, continued their probe toward the site of a helicopter that aashed Tuesday afternoon.
For the second day in a row, the American forces were engaged by the enemy, and sporadic contact continued throughout
the day, hindering any substantial forward movement. Gunships and artillery supported the Americal soldiers and the two
units accounted for 17 additional NVA Kkills.

In other scattered incidents in the general area, 15 NVA were killed by helicopter gunships and artillery.

By midnight, elements of the 4-31 and 3-21 Inf. had killed more than 450 NVA in four days of contact in the LZ West-LZ
Center-Hiep Duc area.

IRON MOUNTAIN--In the first action of the day, the "Sykes Regulars" of the 1-20 Inf. accounted for the deaths of three
NVA. A Recon element of the unit was working in an area six miles northwest of Duc Pho when the action occurred. The
unit had just crossed Highway 15 and started moving through the brush at the base of a mountain.

SP4 Clifton Godfre (Rome, Georgia) described the incident. "We got to the base of the mountain and started hearing
voices all around us. More than likely they thought we were another group of NVA because they hollered "lai dai" (come
here) to us.

"The flanking element of our unit opened up on the NVA, killing three of them. We captured one pack, a first aid pack,
and a couple of Chicom hand grenades."

PFC Billy Huesgen (Dubuque, lowa), said, "The platoon of NVA was so close, the voices sounded like my buddy next to
me was talking to me."

In an early morning incident, the "Warlords" of B Co. 123d Aviation Battalion detained one military age male 16 miles
west of Duc Pho. The VC suspect was taken to LZ Bronco for further questioning.

In the only other significant incident of the day, A Co., 3-1 Inf. found the black pajama-clad body of a VC 19 miles north of
Duc Pho. He had been killed by artillery fire two hours earlier.

GENEVA PARK--The hottest area of the day in the 198th Brigade's operational zone seemed to be located
12 miles west of Quang Ngai.

Saber gunships yesterday morning detained two VC suspects in the area.

Later in the day, a brigade forward air controller, Air Force Captain Chuck Tarr (Niceville, Florida) directed
three airstrikes in the area which destroyed eight structures, three bunkers, and damaged five additional
structures.

In the late afternoon, Saber gunships of D Trp, 1-1 Cav received gunfire which was immediately returned.
On a subsequent sweep of the area, D Co. 1-52 Inf. found three dead NVA and captured one. One AK-47,
one AK-44 and two other rifles were also captured.

A Vietnamese female, wounded by a VC thrown Chicom grenade, was medevaced to the 91st EVAC
Hospital in Chu Lai. She was trying to flee from a group of VC who were trying to organize a PSYOPS
meeting 5 miles west of Chu Lai.

A Co., 546 Inf. discovered 1,000 pounds of rice and 1,000 pounds of corn hidden in 15 hooches in an
operation 13 miles north-northeast of Quang Ngai. This is only 6 miles northwest of the area where B Co., 5
46 Inf. made their big salt find a few days ago. The total of that cache continues to rise. The men of B Co.
have bagged 35 tons of salt thus far.




Vol. 3 No. 235 Saturday August 23, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST August 24
Fair to partly cloudy with widely scattered showers over the mountains. Winds will be from the east-northeast
at 5-10 knots, gusting to 18 knots.
Temp. High-95 Humidity 90
Low-77 50
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--The fighting, although not as intense as Thursday's, still centered around LZ
West. In yesterday's action, Americal Div. soldiers killed 45 NVA and 9 VC, capturing one individual and two
crew-served weapons.

Nineteen NVA bodies were found yesterday, the victims of artillery and air strikes called in to support the
infantry companies of 3-21, 15 miles west of Tam Ky.

In fighting that began after day-break, five NVA were killed by men of A Co., 3-21 when an unknown size
enemy force was engaged 15 miles west of Tam Ky.

In mid-morning action, C Co., 2-1 Inf. killed four NVA and captured a machinegun in a brief firefight with an
unknown size enemy force in the same area. Just after noon, B Co., 3-21 Inf. killed eight NVA in an intense
exchange of fire less than a mile away.

Artillery was called in on an enemy position when C Co., 3-21 spotted a group of NVA. Two bodies were
found in the area after a sweep was made.

FREDERICK HILL--The Americal Div. company was in the enemy impact area. Mortar rounds whooshed
overhead and exploded close by. Taking the only cover he could find, PFC Marion Feaster (Deland, Fla.)
dove and submerged into a nearby stream. During the confusion that followed as rounds continued to fall, the
rest of his unit, B Co., 4-31 Inf., pressed on to their night defensive position, unaware that they were leaving
Feaster behind in enemy territory.

"I don't think it really ever hit me how bad a shape | was in," Feaster remarked later.

"It never occurred to me that | might be captured and not be able to get back to my buddies,” he continued.

He had grabbed a damaged radio to keep it out of enemy hands. He clutched it under his arm and waded
upstream as quietly as possible. He hoped to rejoin his unit since he knew approximately where his company
was to set up its night defensive position.

"But | miscalculated,” laughed Feaster. "When | came out of the stream | came face to face with another
group of NVA. My lucky stars must have been shining that night because they mistook me for an advance
point man, leading an American element.”

Thinking Feaster would lead a larger element into their ambush, the NVA let him pass.

"They realized their mistake too late," said Feaster. "By the time they began firing at me | had almost made
it to my unit's perimeter."

What password did PFC Feaster use to get by the infantrymen guarding his company's perimeter?

"None," replied Feaster. "l just ran like hell. My buddies were too busy blasting the NVA to worry about
me."

(Continued)

(Continued Vol. 3 No. 235 Saturday August 23, 1969)
IRON MOUNTAIN: Scattered enemy attacks in the 11th Bde. OZ have stepped up the fighting in this area,
netting seven NVA, two VC and two weapons, one crew-served.



Early yesterday morning LZ Debbie, four miles southeast of Duc Pho received hand grenades, satchel
charges, RPG, and small arms fire while an unknown size force tried to penetrate the perimeter. Infantrymen
of C Co., 4-21 returned the fire, killing two NVA and capturing an RPG-7 launcher.

At 0420 in the morning, less than two and a half hours after the attack on LZ Debbie, A Co., 4-3 Inf. received
small arms and RPG fire 10 miles west of Duc Pho.

Artillery was directed on the suspected enemy position and a later search of the area revealed that five NVA
had been killed. Eighteen Chicom grenades and a B-40 rocket were found in the area.

In other early morning action, D Co., 1-20 Inf. found the body of one VC 30 meters outside their perimeter
as they returned to their night defensive position six miles northwest of Duc Pho. A rifle and three Chicom
grenades were found by the body.

About two miles south of Duc Pho a northbound convoy comprised of military and civilian vehicles was
ambushed from both sides of the road by an estimated 50 NVA. The convoy received satchel charges, RPG
and small arms fire before 1LT Phillip Spackman (Decatur, Ga.) a platoon leader of E Trp., 1-1 Cav. led five
APCs into the area to defend the convoy.

GENEVA PARK--Action in the 198th OZ continued sporadically with 7 VC killed in yesterday's fighting.

Yesterday morning, five graves were discovered by D Co., 1-52 Inf. 12 miles northeast of Quang Ngai. In
these were four VC bodies. The VC were reported to have been killed by artillery that had been fired into the
area during previous action.

Less than an hour earlier, the 2nd platoon of A Co., 1-52 Inf. received small arms fire while sweeping an
area six miles northwest of Quang Ngai. Fire was returned and one VC was killed. A chicom grenade, a first
aid pack, a plastic protective mask and a pistol belt were recovered.

A short time later, another element of A Co., 1-52 Inf. found 4,000 pounds of rice stored in buried 55-gal.
drums about five miles northwest of Quang Ngai. Documents were also discovered.

In the same location two hours later, A Co., 1-52 Inf. found an additional 2,400 pounds of rice also buried.
Nearby, four 8X10 foot bunkers and four tunnels, one of which was 50 meters long, were discovered. All
were destroyed with explosives.

In the last action of the day, A Co., 546 Inf. clashed with an unknown size enemy force 12 miles northeast
of Quang Ngai. Two VC were killed in the exchange of fire.

kkk kkk k kkk kkkkkkkkkkkx %

AN M-16 RIFLE COSTS $124.00.....KEEP YOURS SECURED!
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Vol. 3 No. 236 Sunday August 24, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST August 25
Winds will be from the south to south-east at 3-8 knots.

Temp. Humidity
High--95 High-90
Low--97 Low-50

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)---Action tapered off in the Americal Division area yesterday, following intensive
fighting that raged earlier in the week.

In Saturday's action, Americal soldiers accounted for 34 kills, 23 of which were NVA, and captured eight weapons.

IRON MOUNTAIN--In yesterday's action in the 11th Brigade's operational zone, the "Old Guard" of D Co., 4-3 Inf. had a
man rally to them at 0745, four miles northeast of Duc Pho.

SGT Wayne Ralston (Buffalo, N.Y.) gave the following account of the incident. "We had one mane walk into our night
defensive position. The man said he had not eaten enough in four days, and was tired of being chased and running." The
rallier said he was part of a 20-man element assigned to a .51 caliber machinegun.

Four hours later, the unit came across some fresh diggings. A search of the area uncovered a carbine.

In a Friday action, "Sharks" of the 174th Assault Helicopter Company were called on for support against an unknown
size enemy force two miles south of Duc Pho. The final tally credited the gunships with killing 11 NVA. The men of the
brigade S-5 section also detained two NVA in the same action.

FREDERICK HILL--Action was significantly reduced in the Hiep Duc-LZ West area, where Americal soldiers killed a total
of 12 NVA soldiers yesterday.

Northeast of the Hiep Duc refugee settlement, elements of the 4-31 Inf. with other detached elements, engaged an
estimated NVA platoon shortly after
noon and killed 11 of the enemy.

In the valley area southeast of LZ West, where infantrymen have encountered a stubborn, dug-in foe for the past five
days, an element of the 3-21 Inf. engaged seven NVA early yesterday morning and killed one.

Elsewhere in the 196th Bde. area, cavalrymen from F Trp., 17th Cav, killed one VC about five miles northwest of Tam
Ky.

GENEVA PARK--Action in the 198th Brigade's OZ yesterday centered around an area six miles northwest
of Quang Ngai. The results of the day showed nine enemy killed, four VC suspeds detained and five
weapons captured.

The heaviest action of the day occurred six miles northwest of Quang Ngai when men from A Co., 1-52 Inf.
and Saber gunships from D Trp 1-1, in a joint operation, engaged and killed seven VC. Four VC suspects
were taken into custody and three AK-47s and two pistols were captured in the afternoon incident.

Earlier in the day, elements of D Trp 1-1 engaged and killed one VC in the same area.

The "Professionals" of A Co. 5-46 Inf. were credited with killing one VC after a firefight with an unknown size
enemy force 20 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

In a delayed report, B Co. 1-52 Inf. made contact with a group of VC crossing a river six miles northwest of
Quang Ngai Wednesday night, killing one.

In another delayed report, A Co., 1-52 Inf. uncovered 700 pounds of rice in buried metal 55-gallon drums in
the same area.

An increase in the tempo of fighting in southern | Corps during the past week resulted in 555 kills for Americal Division
soldiers, 496 of which were NVA, Twenty-four weapons were also captured, four crew-served.

The heaviest fighting erupted Monday around LZ West, 19 miles west of Tam Ky. 196th Brigade soldiers killed 148 NVA
during day-long fighting which lasted into the evening with an unknown size enemy force.

The fighting continued to center around LZ West Wednesday where 35 NVA were killed and 45 more bodies were found
as a result of Monday's action.

Heavy fighting erupted again when Americal soldiers were credited with killing 138 NVA in contacts 16-23 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky Thursday.

By midnight Thursday, elements of the 4-31 Inf. and 3-21 Inf. had killed more than 400 NVA in four days of contact in the
LZ West-LZ Center-Hiep Duc area.

The fighting, although not as intense as Monday's or Thursday's continued to center around LZ West, Americal soldiers
were credited with killing 45 more NVA Friday.



Volume 3 No. 240 Americal Daily New Sheet Thursday August 28, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST i August 29
Fair to partly cloudy skies. Winds will be light to variable from the east tonight and tomorrow morning at 5
10 knots, with gusts up to 15 knots tomorrow afternoon.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10) i Light and scattered action prevailed over southemn | Corps yesterday as
Americal soldiers killed 15 VC, and captured 25 weapons, six of which were crew-served.
FREDERICK HILL---Act i on dropped off sharply in the 196th Bde. &
brigade credited with two kills and the capture of 22 weapons, six of which were crew-served.
Artillery was directed on a group of seven VC when they were spotted by an aerial observer 16 miles west
of Tam Ky. The two VC were killed in the mid-afternoon action.
The HAPr of es s o @#6drf sircoverell a Iarge @veapons cache 13 miles southwest of Tam Ky.
The find netted the Americal infantrymen 16 individual and six crew-served weapons.
GENVA PARK i 198th soldiers continued to experience light action Wednesday.
Whilesearching a vill age 11 miles southeast eol6infObsarvedtawo , t he
VC crawling into a tunnel. After several attempts at coaxing them out had failed, hand grenades were thrown
into the tunnel. The results of this action were one VC killed, one captured and a carbine seized.
A mile away, while sweeping another area, A Co. detained three VC suspects, two of whom were believed
to be medics because of the medical supplies they were carrying.
Elsewhere, an element of B Troop, 1st Cav. recovered the body of a VC, killed by artillery about 10 miles
south of Chu Lai. A carbine was also found.
At 1945 howurs, the #6Iloffeegaged anchkildds ¥C I1bmileCsoutheast ofsSChu
Lai.
IRON MOUNTAINTT h e dhaeyabvsi est fighting took place in the opera
The fASykes RegtDIlafrwerked alday B anGiea six iniles northwest of Duc Pho. An hour
after dawn, they saw and engaged a VC while on a search and clearoperation. The pajama-clad enemy was
killed trying to escape.
At 0845, the ASykes Regularso took a VC suspect into c
Later in the day, the men of B Co. spotted two pack-carrying VC walking along a path five miles northwest of
Duc Pho. One VC was killed in the brief skirmish that ensued.
In another morning incident, C Trp 1-1 Cav. detained seven VC suspects six miles south of Duc Pho. In the
process of evacuating the suspects, one was killed attempting to escape into the thick underbrush.
At 1550, D Troop, 1-1 Cav. found the bodies of two VC 19 miles northwest of Duc Pho. The enemy had
been killed by artillery no more than 24 hours earlier.
Less than a mile away, t he31fnAdetained seveRVQsaspedts.s ol di er s of |
ACo.31 I nf had two VC rally to them wi tyearadnmlewhoour 6s t i n
had been with the VC for three years and the other was a 15-year-old boy who had been a VC for less than a
month.
For the seventh consecutive day LZ Bronco, brigade headquarters, received enemy rockets. At 1730, three
140mm rockets hit the LZ, causing light casualties.
THE AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, Commanding
MAJ John T. Pauli, 10
SP5 Cliff Miyashiro, Editor
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212
kkk khkkkkk hkkkkkhkkkkkk*k
This news sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division, APO 96374, as an
authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of
the Army.

kkhkkhkkhkhkhkhhkhhhhkhkhkhhkkhkkk*k*

-




Vol. 3 No. 245 Americal Daily New Sheet Tuesday Sept. 2, 1969
These issues were obtained by James B. Simms and Mike Crutcher from Carlisle Barracks, PA.)
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST i September 3
Cloudy to mostly cloudy with rain showers over the mountains. Winds will be south to southeast at 8 to 15
knots.
Temperature H 89 L79
Humidity  H 96 L 50
CHU LAI (AMERICAL) i Action was extremely light and widespread in the Americal area Monday as soldiers
of the Division were credited with killing 10 VC and one NVA.

IRON MOUNTAIN i Shortly after dawn, troopers of D Troop, 1-1 Cav. ran into an estimated platoon size
force of VC five miles southeast of Duc Pho. Contact was broken after a few minutes, but not before six of the
enemy had been Kkilled.

El sewhere, a |l one VC was spot t-gldf clawlingtinto a spilleDhold fodduar do of
miles southeast of Duc Pho. After several attempts at talking the enemy out of his hiding place had failed, a
grenade was thrown into the hole. A search later revealed the VC had been killed.

At 1450 the fAl wa y-EInf.Found atasecamp, bult within aorock formatidh big enough
to sleep a company of men. Fresh food and miscellaneous gear indicate that the camp had been occupied a
short time earlier. A search of the area turned up the VC suspect.

FREDERICKHILLAT WO cont acts matiken ithetllayb86talc Bde. 6s oper at

At 0635, the nGi flIeftesgagedoand kifeld @ \fCavhil€ an.a pakol 13 miles west of
Tam Ky.

In the only other action of the day three VC were spotted 14 miles west of Tam Ky. A nortar element of the
3-21 Inf. engaged the trio, killing one.

GENEVAPARK6Cont act was negative in the 198th Bde.ds operat

The fARegul ar s-6Infodiscoed an anentydasecdmp 12 miles southwest of Chu Lai while
on a patrol in the area. The camp consisted of several large structures and livestock pens. The Americal
soldiers seized between 35-40 pigs, 50 chickens, 100 pounds of rice, 30 pounds of salt, 150 pounds of
tobacco, and a few bottles of homemade liquor, a rife and ammunition were also captured in the early
afternoon incident.

D Co. 5-46 Inf. also got into the act when it found between 7 and 8 tons of salt yesterday on Sunday. on the
first day, the fiProfessi onal s 0 stbfQuangdNga. iOnMondaygabsutaof s al t
half a mile to the southwest of the first find, they found another two to three tons.

The fAready Ri f | &34 foont an@ destroyed ae NV& anti-tarkk mine seven miles
northwest of Quang Ngai. The mine weighed 10 pounds and was made in North Vietnam.

Just 300 yards north, the company found a tunnel which was destroyed after a search proved negative.

A 198th Bde. forward air controller Air Force Captain Vernon D. Nutter (Syracuse, N.Y.) directed airstrikes
which destroyed 17 structures and two bunkers. The airstrikes also damaged an additional seven structures
and caused a secondary fire.

In a delayed report of action Sunday, C Co. 1-52 Inf. engaged a 10-12 man group of VC seven miles
northwest of Quang Ngai. One of the enemy was captured, along with five Chicom grenades and 2,010
pounds of rice.



Vol. 3 No. 247 Americal Daily New Sheet Thursday Sept. 4, 1969

CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST T September 5

Cloudy becoming mostly cloudy with rain-showers in the Chu Lai area. Winds will be variable at 5 knots
becoming northeasterly at 10 knots.

Temp. Humidity
Highi95 High90
Low-78 Low50

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) i Action in southern | Corps continued to be generally light Wednesday as Americal
units were credited with killing 31 NVA and six VC. One crew-served and four individual weapons were
captured in the dayods fighting.
IRON MOUNTAIN i The heaviest fightinginth e Amer i cal area continued to cente
six miles south of Duc Pho, where 13 more NVA soldiers and 17 additional bodies were found in the wake of
fierce fighting that raged in the rice rich region Tuesday.
Elements of the 1-1 Cav. and C Co. 4-3 Inf. tangled off and on during the day with soldiers of the 3rd NVA
Divisiondéds 2nd Regi ment while on search and cl ear opera
The dayods heaviest contact was made at 1400 when D Trp.
southwest of Duc Pho. The cavalrymen, with the aid of airstrikes, killed al seven in the fighting.
Americal soldiers have killed 52 of the enemy and captured 16 weapons, three crew-served, in the two days
of fighting.
I n other action inonhé Idbnlk, Btdbedd Ab pldnf @undthehbadyad of Br a\v
an NVA 16 miles northwest of Duc Pho. The enemy, dressed in a brown uniform, had been killed within the
past 24 hours by artillery.
At 1400, three VC suspects were detained by the recon element of the 1-20 Inf. while working in an area
four miles north of Duc Pho.
TAKE CARE OF YOURWEAPONSI T6LL TAKE CARE OF YOU!
Frederick Hill-Cav. units accounted for four kills in as many contacts in the operational zone of the 196th
Bde. Wednesday.
Gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. engaged and killed three VC in separate incidents in an area six miles west of
Tam Ky.
At 1655, troopers of F Trp., 17th Cav. engaged a lone VC six miles northwest of Tam Ky. The enemy was
killed as he tried to evade the Americal soldiers.
In the only other action of the day, Americal forces engaged three VC while working in an area four miles
northwest of Tam Ky. One was killed in the mid-afternoon incident.
Major General Lloyd B. Ramsey, Division Commander, presented two Silver Stars for valor to officers of the
196th Bde. yesterday. The men receiving the awards were CPT. Alva R. King (Lexington, Ky.) of B Co. 1-46
and CPT. Jesse C. Sellers (Baltimore) of D Co. 1-46.
GENEVA PARK --- B Trp., 1-1 Cav. discovered a tunnel complex in an area 12 miles northwest of Quang
Ngai. A preliminary search revealed freshly butchered beef. The troopers blew the complex, killing a VC who
had been hiding in one of the tunnels.
Later in the morning, in the same area, B Trp. found and destroyed eight bunkers.
El sewhere, the fRe-gloflcantinged to tnfl enéney baseare&d 2 milds southwest of
Chu Lai. The 198th infantrymen found one Tuesday, as reported in the news sheet, and discovered another
one yesterday. Nearly a ton of corn, 500 pounds of rice, medical supplies, ammunition, documents, and
miscellaneous items were seized in the find.  In the final action of the day, A Co. 546 Inf. detained six VC
suspects 14 miles north-northeast of Quang Ngai. Three VC suspects were detained a mile from this location
Tuesday.



Vol. 3 No. 250 Americal Daily New Sheet Sunday Sept. 7, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST i September 8
Cloudy with frequent showers. Winds northwest from 8 to 12 knots with guststo 20 knots.
Temperature H 83 L 76
Humidity H 92% L 60%
CHU LAI (AMERICAL) i Action in southern | Corps continued to be moderate Saturday as Americal
Division soldiers reported killing 33 NVA and seven VC.
FREDERICK HILL i Elements of the 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for the deaths of 33 NVA and two VC in an
area 10-12 miles west of Tam Ky yesterday.
The AGI ml et s 0-21dnf. disBovesed the mass gravd of nine NVA soldiers while working in an
area 12 miles west of Tam Ky. All had been killed by small arms fire.
In the same area, earlier in the day, the bodies of nine other NVA were found at two different grave sites by
A Co. 2-1 Inf. and B. Co. 321 Inf. four of the dead had been kiled by artillery and the other s by small arms
fire.
A mile east of the grave sites, the men of D Co. 3-21 Inf. were engaged by a group of 810 NVA. Guns of
the 3-82 artillery, firing in support of the Americal infantrymen, killed four. Two other enemy soldiers were
killed by Delta Co.
At 1340, the AL e glldf mecoxdred thesbodiesdf twdANVE who hadl been killed by a
ABl ue Ghosto gunship from F Troop, 8th Cav.
Anot her fiBlue Ghost o gunshi p aaemysodierewhenftengagadhne deat hs
killed two VC 1 miles west of Tam Ky.
Elsewhere, Alpha Co. 3-21 Inf. discovered the bodies of two NVA. The Communists were killed by artillery
in an area 12 miles west of Tam Ky.
In the final action of the day, C Co. 1-46 Inf. spotted approximately 15 NVA 10 miles southwest of Tam Ky.
The guns of the 3-82 artillery responded to the call for artillery by bombarding the area with 105mm rounds,
killing five of the fleeing enemy.
GENEVA PARK-- Intheonly kilinthe1 98t h Bde. 6s operational zone, the Ae
battalion engaged and killed a VC 12 miles southwest of Quang Ngai.
A mine was found and destr oy e-d6thbng nine miks ndrifeast 6fOsasgi onal s 6
Ngai. 1,600 pounds of salt was also discovered in the area.
Troopers of E Trp., 1-1 Cav. found a 250 pound bomb only 50 meters from a hamlet 11 miles north of
Quang Ngai. The booby trapped bomb was blown in place.
IRON MOUNTAIN T In a day of light and scattere d acti on, the AJungle Warriorso o
three VC and detained 14 VC suspects.
In the first action of the day, the recon element and Bravo Company of the 1-20 Inf. engaged an enemy
force of unknown size four miles northwest of Duc Pho. Results of the action show three VC killed and one
VC suspect detained. Documents and over 300 pounds of food were recovered in the action.
The recon element, working the same area three hours later, detained four VC suspects. All were members
of VC organizations.
A short time later, C Co. 3-1 spotted an evading VC. After he failed to heed calls to halt he was brought
under fire and killed.
While on an operation, D Co. 4-21 Inf. detained seven VC suspects. The incident took place seven miles
south of Duc Pho.
Relatively light and scattered action in southern | Corps during the past week resulted in 191 kills for
Americal units, 137 of whom were NVA. Eighteen individual and three Crew-served weapons were captured
during the fighting during the week.
The ARice Bowl, o
1-1Cav.and4-3 I nf. tan
of the week.
The level of action decreased almost as quickly as it had started as the fighting became light and scattered
once again.

six miles south of Duc Pho, was the s
l ed off and on with troops of the 3rd

g



Vol. 3 No. 251 Americal Daily New Sheet Monday Sept. 8, 1969

CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST i September 9

Cloudy with rain. Winds from northwest and northeast at 5 to 10 knots with gusts 15 to 20 knots
Temperature H81 L 76

Humidity H 98% L 65%

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) i The level of fighting in southern | Corps continued to be light yesterday as Americal
division elements killed 22 enemy soldiers, 13 of whom were VC and captured one weapon.

GENEVA PARKdShortly after midnight, Co. E (Recon), 1-52 Inf. engaged five NVA soldiers in an area nine
miles northwest of Quang Ngai. Two of the enemy were killed before the others broke contact and fled. Two
packs containing several Chicom hand grenades, food and NVA uniforms were captured in the action.

Two miles to the south, the Aero Scouts of the 123d Aviation Bn. engaged and killed two VC. Seeral
bunkers, tunnels and spider holes were observed in the area.

C Co. 5-46 Inf. received a hand grenade while working in area five miles east of Quang Ngai. A VC fleeing
the scene was immediately engaged and killed.

A short time later, 100 yards away, a mine dog uncovered a booby-trapped eight inch round.

C Co., 1-52 Inf. recovered a badly damaged carbine after it had been uncovered by bulldozers of the 26th
engineers in a land clearing operation eight miles west of Quang Ngai.

Elsewhere, two Hoi Chanhs turned themselves in to friendly forces in the Bde. operational zone yesterday.
One, a VC for only six months, said he was tired of fighting.

IRON MOUNTAINGA Long Range Recon team from Co. G, 75th Inf., on a recon and relay mission west of
Duc Pho, engaged an NVA force of unknown size.

At 1030, the recon element of the 1-20 Inf. captured four VC in an enemy basecamp six miles southeast of
Duc Pho. Information obtained from the enemy helped the Americal infantrymen to find a cave nearby. A
search turned up a wounded VC in the hideaway.

Continuing their search of the area, the recon element engaged and killed four VC 500 meters away.

In the last action of the day, the men of Charlie Co., 3-1 Inf. discovered an enemy basecamp while working
in an area 10 miles north of Duc Pho. The condition of the camp indicated that it had been used recently.
The body of an NVA, killed by airstrikes, was found a short distance away.

FREDERICK HILL i Elements of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed five VC and recovered the bodies of six other
enemy soldiers in a day of light and scattered action in the Bde. operational zone.

At 1000, the body of a VC was found by a Long Range Recon team from Co. G, 75th Inf. three miles west of
Tam Ky. The enemy had been killed by small arms fire.

Four miles west, infantrymen of Alpha Co., 3-21 Inf. Discovered four more enemy bodies. The cause of the
deaths was unreported.

Gunships from F Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for the deaths of three VC in separate incidents inan area six
miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Working in the same area where they had found an enemy body earlier, the Ranger team from Co. G, 75th
Inf. engaged a group of VC shortly after noon. Two of the enemy soldiers were killed as a result of the action.



Vol. 3 No. 253 Americal Daily New Sheet Wednesday Sept. 10, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST i September 11, 69

Continued cloudy with isolated afternoon rain showers. Winds WSW at 3 to 8 knots.
Temperature  H89 L76
Humidity H90 L 50

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) i Activities in southern | corps continued to be light Tuesday.

IRON MOUNTAINGInfantrymen of A Co., 4-3 Inf. detained an NVA regular early this morning when he
walked into their perimeter 12 miles west-northwest of Duc Pho. The enemy was wearing a rucksack and
green uniform.

A carbine was found by the soldiers of Alpha Co., 4-3 Inf. as they continued the search of a tunnel complex
found on Monday. Documents were also seized in the complex, 19 miles north of Duc Pho.

GENEVA PARK---A booby trapped 155 howitzer round was found and destroyed by the recon element of
the 5-46 Inf. on an armored vehicle trail 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

*kkkkkhkkkhkhkkhk

MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, Commanding

MAJ John T. Pauli, 10

SP5 Cliff Miyashiro, Editor

Telephone: Chu Lai 3212

*kkk

This New Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division, APO 96374, as an
authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of
the Army.



Vol. 3 No. 254 Americal Daily New Sheet Thursday Sept. 11, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST i September 12
Fair to partly cloudy with winds coming from the west at 3 to 7 knots in the morning and east in the afternoon
3-10.
Temperature H 95 L75
Humidity H 98% L 50%

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) T Activities in southern | Corps continued to be light Wednesday as Americal Division
units reported killing seven North Viethamese Army regulars and two Viet Cong.

GENEVA PARKAWhile sweeping an area 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, the first platoon of Charlie
Co., 5-46 Inf. received small arms fire. They immediately returned the fire, killing one VC.

A few hours later, popular forces, working with A Co., 5-46 Inf., detained a VC suspect 14 miles northeast of
Quang Ngai.

Elsewhere in the 198th Infantry Brigade operational zone yesterday, two VC suspects were detained by a
Vietnamese element working with men of the 1-52 Inf. in an area eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

FREDERICK HILL8Three NVA soldiers were killed when they engaged the infantrymen of Charlie Co., 1-46
Inf. manning an observation post ten miles southwest of Tam Ky. Contact was made at 0935 hours and
broken a few minutes later. An AK-47 was seized in the action. Shortly before noon, the recon element of B
Co. 3-21 Inf. received fire while working in an area 10 miles west of Tam Ky. One VC was killed in the brief
skirmish.

In the only other contact of the day, C Co, 4-31 Inf. received small arms fire from a group of NVA while on
an operation 17 miles west of Tam Ky. The Americal soldiers countered with mortar and .50 caliber
machinegun fire, killing four of the enemy.



Vol. 3 No. 256 Americal Daily New Sheet Saturday Sept. 13, 969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST i Sept. 14
Partly to mostly cloudy with winds from the west-northwest becoming northeast at 3 to 10 knots.
Temperature H 94 L75
Humidity H 97 L 50
EXTRACT FROM EDITORIAL PAGE of the WASHINGTON STAR from 30 AUGUST 1969.
(Comments regarding the A 3/21 Inf. Bn. in regards to the widely reported refusal to fight incident.)
CHU LAI (AMERICAL) i Light and widespread action in the Americal Division area of operations Friday
netted (****CONTINUED ON PAGE 2****) Division soldiers 11 North Vietnamese Army Regulars and nine
Viet Cong.
Six weapons,onecrew-s er ved, were captured in the dayés fighting.
FREDERICK HILL&The body of an NVA soldier was discovered early yesterday morning outside the
perimeter of LZ Siberia, the scene of heavy fighting Thursday.
At 0915, the men of Delta Co., 3-21 Inf. observed and engaged three VC while working in an area 16 miles
west of tam Ky. one of the enemy was killed in the action.
Elsewhere in the Bde. operational zone, a group of 10 VC were spotted by infantrymen of Charlie Co., 21
Inf. as they swept an area seven miles west of Tam Ky. Bringing small arms fire on the communists the
Americal company was able to kill four before the other broke contact and fled.
In the final action of the day, the soldiers of D Co., 2-1 Inf. saw an NVA evading into a spider hole seven
miles northwest of Tam Ky. The enemy was killed in the brief exchange of small arms fire thatfollowed. A
search of the area turned up three B-40 rockets, five Chicom hand grenades and an AK-47 rifle.
GENEVA PARKO3JAt 0800, A Co., 1-52 Inf. discovered an RPG-7 launcher and nine RPG rounds while
sweeping an area 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai. The Co. had been in contact in the area the night
before.
A few minutes later, Charlie Co., 1-6 Inf. found an SKS rifle, a Chicom hand grenade and other
miscellaneous items while sweeping an area eight miles southwest of Chu Lai.
Elsewhere, Delta Co., 1-52 Inf. found and destroyed 15 bunkers nine miles west of Quang Ngai. Over 350
pounds of peanuts were also seized in the area.
The infantrymen of D Co., 5-46 Inf., using mine detectors, uncovered two mines 10 miles northeast of
Quang Ngai. The mines were blown in place.
Air strikes in the 198th Bde. 6s operational zone Fri da
The heaviest damage was reported in an area five miles northeast of Quang Ngai. Forward Air Controller
1LT Joe Holbrook (Bancroft, Idaho), directed two strikes there that destroyed 12 structures and 40 meters of
bunker line.
IRON MOUNTAINGA | ong range recon team from G Co., 75th I nf.
operational zone when they killed a VC and captured another west of Duc Pho.
At 0845, two VC were engaged and killed by the men of Alpha Co., 43 Inf. in an area ten miles west of Duc
Pho. A rifle was captured in the incident.
An ambush element of C Co., 4-3 Inf. was left behind as the Co. moved from its night defensive position
yesterday morning 13 miles west of Duc Pho. The men were rewarded for their patience when eight NVA
walked into the ambush. Air strikes and small arms fire killed three of the Khaki-clad enemy in the fire fight
that followed.
Twenty minutes | ater, a mile west, the Bn.6és B Co. eng:
pajamas.
Charlie Co. was credited with two more kills when they engaged and killed two NVA soldiers near their
ambush site.
Elsewhere,thei War | ordso of the 123rd Aviation Bn., killed twc
two miles northwest of Duc Pho. The 11th Bde. soldiers killed one of the enemy in the action.



Vol. 3 No. 258 Americal Daily New Sheet Monday Sept. 15, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST i Sept. 16
Fair to partly cloudy with widely scattered showers inland and fog in the valley. Winds SW-NW at 3 to 10
knots. NNE 5 to 12 knots along the coast in the afternoon.
Temperature H94 L76
Humidity H 97 L 50
CHU LAI (AMERICAL) 7 Activity was mostly light in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal Division units
reporting 64 NVA killed and one weapon captured.
GENEVAPARKOA Mus ket gunships of the 1fioDAp.,AstSgBmnistCavnd ar mor e
[Question? D Trp. Is an aviation unit supporting the armored units?] continued to support RF and PF soldiers
against an unknown size NVA force around OP George, 13 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai, for the third
straightda y . Saturday the fAMuskets killed 48 NVA, bringing
region.
Co. C, 1-6 Inf. found 75 pounds of rice, miscellaneous documents in a small hooch 8 1/2 miles south of Chu
Lai. Nearby another 25 pounds of rice found piled on the ground under a tree and covered by a poncho.
A fimd m@d wor ki n g-46th Inft duringaosweel0 1/5miles north east of Quang Ngai, found a
mine four to six inches in diameter and buried two to three feet. The mine was bbwn in place.
Co. D, 1-52 Inf. found and destroyed a 15 bunker complex 8 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.
FREDERICK HILL i Co C, 3-21 Inf. was on a sweep of the triple canopy jungle 19 miles southwest of Tam
Ky, with PFo&s fr omyéhgaged anamkno®rosize NV floreerwithtsinadl arms and M-79
fire. The combined force killed six of the enemy and captured an AK-47 with two loaded AK magazines.
Soldiers from the 2-5 ARVN Regt. killed 27 NVA and managed to push the enemy out of the area near the
Hiep Duc Refugee Center. They also captured 11 AK-47 rifles, three AK-5 0 6 s 16 Chicom grenade:
B-40 rockets.




Vol. 3 No. 259 Americal Daily New Sheet Tuesday Sept. 16, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST i Sept. 17
Mostly cloudy with winds from the northwest at 5 to 10 knots.
Temperature H 93 L77
Humidity H92 L50
CHU LAI (AMERICAL) 7 Action in southern | Corps was again light as Americal Division units accounted for
nine NVA and eight VC killed, as well as six weapons captured.
FREDERICK HILL i Most of the action was in the mountainous region near LZ Siberia, 24 miles west
northwest of Tam Ky, wher e Comp a-8liint sam®inteecanthct@ithof t he
unknown size enemy forces within a half-mile of each other. The companies first encountered the enemy at

19t

four od6clock in the afternoon and didnot break contact

had killed three NVA.

Another NVA was killed when he was spotted running through the rough terrain 24 miles west of Tam Ky,
by a Helix aircraft.

Co. C, 2-1 Inf. spotted and killed a lone VC in a rice paddy 7 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

IRON MOUNTAINGT he 11t h | nf -20 I detaded a¥iet Condsuspett in the early afternoon
three hours later it detained an NVA northwest of Duc Pho. The man said he had been left behind that

morning, but was told that someone would come back for

Re gul ar sadambush for hipreturning comrades. About a half-hour later, two NVA were spotted
coming along the path carrying a bag of rice between them. The company tried to take the two alive, but they
evaded and a chase sprang up, during which one of the NVA was shot.
Co C, 3-1 Inf. engaged and killed two VC trying to avoid them 12 miles southwest of Quang Ngai, collecting
two AK-44 rifles in the process.
Aiwarl ordso gunships of Co. B, 123 Avn. Bn. observed
killed him in a rice paddy six miles northwest of Duc Pho.
Another Helix airplane spotted movement in the tall elephant grass 11 1/2 miles northeast of Duc Pho, and
called in air strikes which resulted in one killed.
GENEVA PARKG3H Trp., 17th Cav. killed three VC in two encounters, both 11 miles northwest of Quang
Ngai. At 4:30 that afternoon, the troopers engaged a 15 man force of VC, killing two hours after and a mile
away, they killed another VC when they came into contact with a ten man force.
Three weapons, a French mm sub-machinegunandtwo AK-4 76 s wer e f o waldf. diriggaCo. B.
sweep of the hilly jungle 25 miles southwest of Tam Ky.



Vol. 3 No. 262 Americal Daily New Sheet Friday Sept. 19, 1969

CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST i Sept. 20

Cloudy to mostly cloudy with scattered morning and afternoon showers. Winds variable 5 to 10 knots.
Temperature H 89 L75

Humidity H95 L60

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) T Action in southern | Corps was extremely light and widespread Thursday as
Americal Division units reported killing seven enemy soldiers, five of them whom were Viet Cong.

GENEVA PARKO3Eight enemy 122mm rocket launchers were captured b infantrymen of Charlie Co., 546
Inf. early in the morning 24 miles southwest of Tam Ky. The Launchers were found in a bunker under a group
of hooches surrounded by heavy vegetation. Also seized were eight tripods, three sights and three bore
brushes, all made specifically for a 122mm rocket launcher.

Later in the day, four VC were spotted and engaged by the men of Co. D, 1-52. as they were sweeping an
area eight miles west of Quang Ngai. One of the enemy soldiers was killed before the other managed to
escape.

Two hours later, at 1800, gunships of Delta Troop, 1-1 Cav. engaged two North Vietnamese Army Regulars
killing both 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

Elsewhere, troopers of B Trp 1-1 Cav. found two 155mm rounds 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai. The
rounds were destroyed in place.

While sweeping an area 12 miles northwest of Quang Ngai, the scene of fighting between NVA and
Americal forces Wednesday, the men of A Co., 1-52 Inf. and H Trp., 17th Cav. found the bodies of 14 more
enemy soldiers. The finds raised the total of communists killed the fighting to 22. Fifteen were killed by air
strikes, six by gunships and one by small arms fire.

FREDERICK HILLA&Just before dawn yesterday morning, Alpha Co., 4-31 Inf. received four hand
grenades while working in an area 21 miles west of Tam Ky. The 196th soldiers immediately
countered with small arms fire. A subsequent search of the area turned up an enemy AK-50 rifle.

Infantrymen of C Co., 4-21 Inf. accounted for the deaths of three VC in a skirmish 14 miles
northwest of Tam Ky at 1330. One of the enemy managed to escape, but the Americal soldiers
were able to capture a packet of enemy documents, an assortment of medical supplies and an
enemy flag.

Landing Zone Siberia, approximately 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky, received three 82mm mortar
rounds during the day. No damages were reported in the incidents.

IRON MOUNTAIN---In the only engagement of the day, members of Alpha Co., 4-3 Inf. spotted
and fired upon a single VC, killing him. The action took place 16 miles west of Duc Pho shortly
after dusk.

The graves of two NVA soldiers were found by Co A, 1-20 Inf. two hours earlier as they swept an
area eight miles northwest of Duc Pho.

LZ Bronco, 11th Bde. headquarters received nine 82mm mortar rounds at 1:50 yesterday
evening. Little damage was caused by the attack.



Vol. 3 No. 341 Americal Daily New Sheet Wed. December 10, 1969
ON THIS DAY -- 1898

The Philippines, Guam and Puerto Rico were ceded to the United States by Spain for $20 million, ending
the Spanish American War.

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) 7 Action was extremely light in southern | corps yesterday with Americal soldiers
accounting for four enemy soldiers killed.

* %k k k k%

FREDERICK HILL&At 1500 yesterday afternoon, Delta Company 3-21 Inf saw 3 NVA while operating 13
miles southwest of Tam Ky. Artillery was called in resulting in 3 NVA killed in action.

* Kk kkk*k

IRON MOUNTAINOGDelta Company 4-21 Inf was operating with popular force (PF) soldiers securing Xuan
Thang 3 mils NE of Duc Pho. The allied soldiers received small arms fire from 5 or 6 VC soldiers. The
enemy was engaged resulting in one VC killed and one AK47 captured.

While operating northwest of Duc Pho1-4 ARV Ns found 8 dead VC. The VC had
gunships of the 174th Aviation Company.

At 1240 hours yesterday, D Company 1-20 Inf. while operating in the flatlands 5 miles west of Duc Pho
detained 1 VC suspect.

GENVA PARKG®&AnN early morning patrol 8 miles south of Chu Lai yielded 1 VC detained with an SKS and
one Chieu Hoi for Alpha 1-6 Inf.

The men were taken to LZ Bayonet.

Recon platoonof546 | nf detained 2 VC suspects with false | DO&6s

taken to LZ Bayonet.

Bravo Co., 1-6 found an 80mm booby trap with a pressure release trigger device while on a patrol 9 1/2
miles NW of Chu Lai. The mine was blown in place.
MALARIA IS DEADLY i TAKE THE PILL DAILY

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET

MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, Commanding
MAJ John T. Pauli, 10
SP4 Harry Baumann, Editor
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212
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This New Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division, APO 96374, as an
authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of

the Army.
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These issues were obtained by James B. Simms and Mike Crutcher from Carlisle Barracks, PA.)
GRAPHIC: BE SURE YOUR HOLIDAY LIGHTING IS SAFELY WIRED!!

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--- Action continued to be light in southern | Corps yesterday with Americal
soldiers accounting for three enemy soldiers killed.

kkkkkkk*k

IRON MOUNTAINGAt 0700 yesterday, C Co., 1-20 Inf. was 6 miles north of Duc Pho when they picked up 3
civilians detainees swimming in a river. One of them was carrying a green uniform, the Kit Carson Scout
working with the unit identified the detainee as a VC.

Alpha company 3-1 Inf. was 29 miles northwest of Duc Pho when they found two graves at the bottom of a
hill, which were less than 24 hours old. The two VC had been killed by small arms fire.

A 10-man LRRP team was 9 miles south of Duc Pho at the bottom of a hill, when they spotted on NVA
getting up from the ground, they engaged him with small arms fire resulting in one NVA KIA. The NVA was
wearing a gray uniform. Captured in the action were three AK47s and 11 rucksacks containing rice and
documents.

Lateron AlphaCompany4-21 |1 nf was checking out the same area wher
spotted one VC hiding behind a bush. They engaged him resulting in one VC KIA. They also captured his
weapon, an AK47, and a wallet. He was dressed in a gray uniform.

Reconofthe4-21 | nf was about 8 miles south of Duc Pho, on th
and A Company made contact when they observed 1 NVA in a green uniform. He spotted them at the same
time and tried to evade; they engaged him with small arms fire, wounded him and evaced him to Duc Pho.

About 1400 yesterday, C Co., 3-1 was 18 miles northwest of Duc Pho about 700 meters from a river, along
a road, when they detained 8 military age males. They were dressed in various colored clothing and had no
| Do6s . They were evaced to Duc Pho for questioning.

FREDERICK HILLAAt 1245 hours yesterday, Delta Company 3-21 Inf found two NVA bodies in a grave 13
1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Fifteen minutes later in the same area Delta Company engaged and killed one VC.

At 0900 yesterday morning, members of the 71st Aviation, operating 12 miles south of Tam Ky, found two
large graves containing 11 VC soldiers.

GENEVA PARKAJON a morning patrol 6 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City, C Trp 1-1 Cav, found 5 RPG
rounds, 1 M-79 round and a one pound block of TNT. All items were blown in place.

Delta Company 5-46 Inf, detained one VC suspect 4 miles northwest of Quang Ngai city. The suspect was
determined to be a VC by National Police field forces, traveling with the company. The suspect was taken to
LZ Bayonet for questioning.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET

MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, Commanding

MAJ John T. Pauli, 1O

SP4 Harry Baumann, Editor

Telephone: Chu Lai 3212

*kkk

This New Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division, APO 96374, as an
authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of
the Army.
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(These issues were obtained by James B. Simms and Mike Crutcher from Carlisle Barracks, PA.)

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)6Action picked up slightly in southern | Corps yesterday as Americal Division
soldiers accounted for seven enemy killed.

*kkk kK *k

GENEVA PARKG&Recon platoon 1-52nd, Inf. engaged two evading NVA on a late afternoon operation 13

miles west of Quang Ngai City. Both NVA wore green uniforms and were carrying packs when they were
killed.

Infantrymen then spotted a tunnel in which there were two more NVA. The NVA were engaged and killed.

For the recon element observatonwasas mal | part of yesterdayds action.

C Co., 1-52 Inf sighted 12 VC suspects early yesterday, 6 miles west of Quang Ngai City.

One of the suspects tried to evade when C Co. moved toward them, resulting in one VC killed. The
remaining were evaced to LZ Stinson for questioning.

While on a patrol 10 miles south of Chu Lai, A Company 5-46 Inf observed and engaged 3 VC.

*kkk k%

FREDERICK HILL-At 1700 hours yesterday, F Trp., 8th Cav while operating 12 miles west of Tam Ky Kkilled
two NVA.

*kkkk*k

IRON MOUNTAINGNOo action was reported in the 11th Brigade area of operation yesterday.
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(These issues were obtained by James B. Simms and Mike Crutcher from Carlisle Barracks, PA)

CHU LAl (AMERICAL IO)8Action was light and scattered in southern | Corps yesterday with the fighting
men of the Americal accounting for six enemy Kills.

*kk kK k%

IRON MOUNTAINGALt 2130 yesterday B Company 1-20 Inf was operating 4 miles northwest of Duc Pho,
just off Highway 21 when they detained a VC inside their NDP.

A search around the area found a 40 pound shaped-charge and firing device. All were evaced to Duc Pho.

Charlie 1-20 Inf. was 6 miles west of Duc Pho when they found a VC hiding in a bunker. They called for him
to come out, when he refused they threw in a hand grenade. The action resulted in 4 Viet Cong wounded and
two more killed.

At noon yesterday, A Company 1-20 Inf. was operating along a road in the flatands north of Duc Pho when
they saw three VC suspects. The suspects were detained and evaced to Duc Pho for questioning.

While operating 6 miles southeast of Duc Pho yesterday morning, Charlie Company 4-21 Inf spotted 8 to 10
NVA evading east. They engaged the enemy with small arms fire killing one with a pack dressed in a green
uniform.

*kkk k%

GENEVA PARK&C Company 5-46 Inf. detained two VC suspects early yesterday, 6 miles south of Chu Lai.

The two VC suspectshadnol dds, and were evaced t.o LZ Bayonet for
The rear patrol of 1-6 Inf detained one VC suspect 2 1/2 mile south of Chu Lai early yesterday afternoon.

The VC suspect was detained and taken to LZ Bayonet.

*kkkkkk*k

REMEMBER ONLY 12 MORE DAYS
UNTIL CHRISTMAS

MALARIA IS DEADLY --- TAKE THE PILL!

qu



Vol. IV No. 246 Thursday September 3, 1970

Chu Lai (AMERICAL 10) i The southern part of the First Military Region witnessed light action yesterday as
the troopers of this Americal Division
accounted for the deaths of 18 enemy soldiers.

GENEVA PARK

In two separate engagements yesterday, Alpha Co. 5-46 Inf., accounted for two enemy soldiers killed in an
area west of Chu Lai.

While sweeping an area where they had encountered contact Tuesday night, Alpha Co. found one Viet
Cong body. The enemy soldier had apparently died of wounds caused by small arms fire.

Later yesterday, the fiProfessionalso6o were inserted int
sweeping the area the infantrymen killed one green uniformed Viet Cong soldier.

IRON MOUNTAIN

In action Tuesday night in the mountains northwest of Duc Pho, Alpha Co, 4-3 Inf., accounted for four enemy
soldiers killed. The NVA were killed as they approachedthec o mpany s positi on.

While checking out the area of contact an additional NVA soldier was killed. A search of the area revealed
three AK-47 rifles and one RPG launcher.

I n other action Tuesday evening, t lesingimfiwayidtteer dso of t he
mountains north of Duc Pho, engaged a large
element of enemy soldiers. The guns of the aviators accounted for 15 of the enemy killed.

AiShar ko gunships of the 174th Aviation, akKledinah n acti on
area north of Duc Pho.Vol. IV No. 246 Thursday September 3, 1970

COMBINED PSYOPS OPERATION

A combined effort by the Psychological Operations section of the 198th Infantry Brigade and the Chief of
Son Tinh District recently accounted for three Viet Cong ralliers and the promises to bring in more.

The program was launched as part of a renewed 1998th emphasis on psychological operations and
cooperation with Republic of Vietham forces and political leaders.

The three recent ralliers returned to the Government of Vietnam after hearing a broadcast made by Captain
Nguyen Khiem, Son Tinh District Chief. CPT Khiem taped his appeal to local VC in the area and it was
broadcast by the 198th Psyops section from a helicopter over eastern Son Tinh District.

The ralliers, all |l ocal guerillas, returned to GVN coni
arms in return for good treatment. The District Chief
Allied forces, and noted that many guerillas were ill, hungry and poorly cared for by the VC. CPT Khiem
promised that all returnees would receive medical attention, food and, when possible, would eventually be
able to rejoin their families.

AThi s i s t h aveflowrabtoadtast made by a lochl official and we are extremely pleased with

the initial resultso, commented First Li-8ofthel®8hnt Vern C
Brigade. AThe i dea of wor ki elegmemsiesséntiatfor 3 quacassfult missienader s c o
the assistance of people who can deliver the message. 0

CPT Khiem has also written a leaflet in cooperation with the 196th Psyops section reviewing the history of
the Vietnamese conflict and the victories of the ARVN and its allies against the Communists. In the leaflet,
which will be dropped by aircraft over Son Tinh District, he makes an appeal for the Viet Cong in his district to
rally.
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ChuLai (AMERICALIO)iThe sol diers of the Armyds | argest division
light action continued to prevail in the southern part of the first Military Region.
IRON MOUNTAIN
Whil e working near a PF unit northwest of Duc Pho yeste
engaged two NVA on the banks of the Song Tra Khuc River. A sweep of the area by the PF unit, revealed the
enemy soldier killed by the gunships.
Wor king a short distance from the ASharkso, Helix 37 a
In other action, Bravo Co. 3-1 Inf., discovered an enemy bunker complex while operating in the lowlands
northwest of Duc Pho early yesterday morning. A search of the bunkers revealed one AK-47, one automatic
rifle, four CHICOM grenades and one medical bag.
Elsewhere, while on a sweep and clear mission in the lowlands south of Duc Pho, Alpha Co. 4-21 Inf.,
uncovered a 300 pound rice cache. The rice was found in a wooden box inside a small hut. A short time later
it became apparent that Alpha Co. had broke up a VC rice detail when 15 bags containing 100 Ibs of rice
each and eighteen 55 gallon drums of rice were found scattered about a short distance from the first cache.
The estimated three and one-half tons of rice was evacuated to LZ Bronco.
Later in the afternoon, Alpha Co. discovered a tunnel entrance that was a 55 gallon drum with a false
bottom. The tunnel led to a small room where a canteen of water was found. After the Kit Carson scout of
Alpha Co. had questioned a few people in the area, it was discovered that six VC had only left the tunnel a
short time before Alpha co. arrived.

GENEVA PARK
While on a routine patrol in the mountains west of Quang Ngai yesterday, Delta Co. 546 Inf., observed
three VC hiding in a hooch. The frRaticoveapans, killongnamé amdd f i r ed

capturing another. Later, the infantrymen found several blood trails leading from the hooch into the
undergrowth. A tracker team was then called in. The team followed one of the trails and found another VC
body 10 meters from the hooch lying beneath thick vegetation.

Elsewhere, Alpha Co. 1-6 Inf., received from a Viethamese child, one anti-personnel mine. The incident
took place northeast of Quang Ngai.

Meanwhile, Charlie Co. 1-6 Inf., maneuvering in an area northeast of Quang Ngai, discovered a sign
warning that there were booby traps in the area. The
three booby traps. Each booby trap had a pressure release detonating device. The infantrymen blew the
boobytraps in place.
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Army Unit
Getting Set
For Combat

WASHINGTON, June 19 (S&S)

The Armyés 198tdnllynfa Bmaoamgtatdeol d, is expected to be
needed, according to Army officials.

THe brigade is the latest major unit to be formed since the 1965 Vietnam buildup.

Right now officers and enlisted men are involved in the unit training at Ft. Hood, Tex., following a rapid
buildup that was possible through the transfer of trained men from the 1st and 2nd Armd Divs also at Ft.
Hood. Both divisions are a part of the stateside strategic reserve, had been overstrength.

At the time the Pentagon announced activation of the 198th U.S. officials said it would probably head for
Southeast Asia when it was ready, and of course, assuming there was a need at the time for additional
troops.

Fourth Brigade

The 198th, with an authorized strength of 5,000 officers and enlisted men, has its principal elements from
the 1st Bn, 6th Inf; 1st Bn, 46th Inf; 1st Bn 52nd Inf, and the 1st Bn, 14th Arty.

It is the Armydés fourth separate infantry brigade

buildup. The first two brigades, the 196th and the 199th, are now in Vietham and the 11th is in reserve at
Scholfield Barracks, Hawaii.

Among the 302,000 Army troops in Vietnam are two brigades, the 173rd Airborne and the 1st Brigade of the
101st Airborne Div, as well as five divisions, the 1st Inf, 1st Cav (Airmobile, 4th, 9th and 25th. [Historian Note:
The 5/46th Inf. Bn. was not in the 198th Inf. Bde at this time]
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??7Sep68

2 Drained Of Blood By NVA

CHU LA, Vietnam (Special)

-"Vengeance for me, kill my captors!" These were the only intelligible sounds the young woman could make
when 198th Inf. Brigade soldiers found her.

She, and another girl the same age, were victims of the grisly medical practice of a constant draining of their
blood for patients in a North Viethamese Army hospital northwest of Tam Ky.

"They were on the verge of being bled to death," said Lt. Douglas Rasmussen, 5th Bn., 46th Inf. intelligence
officer.

"They lost so much blood they couldn't hear, they couldn't eat and they couldn't talk," said Lt. Christopher
Taylor, a 198th intelligence officer who took the two women, weighing less than 50 pounds, to the newly
opened 27th Surgical Hospital in the Americal Div. area.

Rasmussen explained that when an NVA soldier who needed blood was brought into the hospital, the
doctors would hook him up with one of the women and give him a transfusion. "It's hard to imagine the
inhumanity of taking people and using their blood like this," he said.

Among the documents found at the hospital site was a North Vietnamese letter of commendation to the
director of the hospital commending him for his efficiency.

Other documents found at the site indicated the hospital was run by the medical battalion of a large NVA
force.

"The presence of our troops in the area forced them to abandon the hospital," Rasmussen said. "They
managed to evacuate all their wounded but they left a good deal of valuable supplies behind."

read

0 b
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050ct68(Sat)-Unarmed Gls Win Death Duel With VC

CHU LA, Vietnam (Special) -

"Grenades and mortars were exploding all around me as | wrestled him into the wire. It was like a motion
picture speeded to three or four times the normal rate. All | wanted was to keep him from getting any of the
grenades off his belt," said S. Sgt. D. Ray, chemical NCO for the 5th Bn., 46th Inf.

"Stay alive, Stay alive, over and over, there just was not anything else to think," said Lt. Henry L. Stauffer,
"but there we were out in the open. Our hands were our weapons."

The two 198th Inf. Brigade soldiers did stay alive, captured one AK47, five grenades and killed the Viet
Cong they engaged in hand-to-hand combat.

The close fighting started when the VC attacked an Americal Div. firebase northwest of Chu Lai. Under the
cover of an intense mortar attack, a VC managed to reach the wire. He was running for targets he was
instructed to destroy.

"It was instinct | ran out and grabbed him," Stauffer said. "Then | realized he was armed. | grabbed his
weapon and yelled for Ray."

Ray said, "I hit him as he was about to go through the wire. | knew he could give us valuable information,
but he was trying to kill us.



In Combat Z-Z-Z-Zone
Rain-soaked fatigues prove little hindrance to a tired trooper

of the 5th Bn,, 46th Inf,, 198th Inf. Brigade. He caught i nap during

a break in Operation Russell Beach near Quang Ngad City in

northern South Vietnam, (USA Photo by Ple. Art Noel)
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01Feb69- Photo Caption - In Combat Z-Z-Z-Zone
Rain-soaked fatigues prove little hindrance to a tired trooper of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf. Brigade. He

caught a nap during a break in Operation Russell Beach near Quang Ngai City in Northern South Vietnam.
(USA Photo by Pfc. Art Noel).
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08Dec69-Green Christmas for Waifs

Chu Lai, Vietnam (UPI) - The Binh Son Orphanage, a Roman Catholic institution for Viethamese war
orphans, will get a $400 Christmas present from the men of the 5th Bn. of the Americal's 46th Inf.

The 47,200 Vietnamese piasters will bring to nearly 200,000 piasters the donation by men of the battalion to
the orphanage 10 miles southeast of Chu Lai and 325 miles northeast of Saigon.

"The children are poor and have the added disadvantage of having no parents so anything | can do to help
them, | will "Sgt. William T. O'Brian, St. Paul, Minn., said.

To show their appreciation to the men of the battalion, classes were suspended at the orphanage one day
this week and the children staged a show of native Viethamese folk dances for the soldiers.

Sister Giselle, one of the nuns at the orphanage, said "We are very glad to see a service group working with
tremendous success in helping the poor, forgotten and needy of this war-torn country."
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30Dec69-Gl sd® Hel p Keeps Orphanage Open Page 7 (Tues)
BINH SON, Vietnam (Special) i Sister Gisele thought a few moments before answering.

AiwWhat would happen if this orphanage received no out si
woud cl ose within a month.oOo
I nfantrymen of the U.S. Armyés Ameri cal Di v. have been

orphanage which Sister Gisele took charge of last August.
The Hanoi born Catholic sister has 95 youngsters between the ages of six and 15 under her care at the
District Capitol of Binh Son 10 miles south of Chu Lai.
iYou Americans have been very, very helpful, 0 she sai
completed new wing, which was built in partfrommoney gat hered by men of the divisi
Lt. Col. Julian Wagner, Green Cove Springs, Fla., commander of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., called the project to
help the orphanage AProject Adoptiondo ai mern atwdrel®i ng
Wagner 6s battalion gave more than $900 to the orphanag
from contributions at the pay lines and church services.
One of the spark plugs of the project to help the youngsters has been Chaplain (Capt.) Charles V. Adams
(Springfield, Mo.) who makes almost daily trips to the orphanage about five miles from the 5th Bn., 46th Inf.,
basecamp at Landing Zone Gator.

AA few weeks ago it was my birthday, 0 phdnagmsltwasanyd, fiand
birthday party and you really wouldnét have believed it
iMany of the men are getting involved with this, d Adam
want to go down to visit the orphanage. If nothing else. YouknowAmer i cans do want to hel p.
just soft in the head for kids. o

The soldiers of the battalion have helped sister Gisele and her young charges in many different ways, giving
them money and bringing clothing and food or just a moment of good cheer.
fiLast month was the first ti meiwpcdf foft henheveeet kfildoso rs,| e pA
iThe cots wee found for the youngsters by members of t
cots suited the needsoft he chi |l dren, 0 Adams said.



18Jan70-30 Reds Invade, Shoot Up Viet Hamlet
S&S Vietnam Bureau (Stars and Stripes newspaper)
SAIGON 71 Thirty Communist infiltrators blasted their way into part of a heavily populated coastal hamlet 75
miles south-southeast of Da Nang early Friday and exacted a heavy tolld14 Viethamese civilians killed and
19 wounded 1 before being driven back by Allied ground troops and massive firepower, official spokesmen
said.
The raid on Chau Thuan hamlet, located nine miles northeast of Quang Ngai city on the Batangan
Peninsula, cost the enemy four dead.
U.S. losses in the fight were given by an American military spokesman as one killed and one wounded.
One Vietnamese Popular Force soldier was killed and one injured according to an ARVN spokesman.
Twenty homes also were reported fig800 per cent destroye:
U.S. helicopter gunships and artillery helped Allied ground troops disperse the attacking Red raiders.
According to a spokes man iehdlycasualtiesandidarBage were repoided o be the A | |
result of the enemy fire and no friendly supporting
The hamlet, defended by U.S. Marines, Americal Division infantrymen, and Vietnamese milittamen and
irregulars, came under attack at 12:30 a.m. by a band of 30 Red riflemen, machine gunners and mortarmen.
Forty rounds of mixed rocket-grenade and 82mm mortar fire raked the hamlet as the enemy band began its
assault.
During the heavy fighting, a number of Communists occupied part of the hamlet and opened up on a
number of houses, a U.S. spokesman said.
..... [Historian comments: C 5/46th Inf. Bn. and 1-4-2 Marine CAP team participated in this action. Pasted
below are Division S2/S3 entries related to this action:
6 0225 198th Bde, LT Kresge, C/5-46 & CAP 1-4-2, BS775859 (Bien Buc), (en) BS765855 &
778864 at 0015H. Rec 9-10x82mm mort rds on CP & village. Rec 20xChicom H/gren followed
by ground attack w/SAF. Eng est 30xVC w/81mm mort, arty & SAF. Res: 4xVC KIA, 1x45 cal
pistol, 3xChicom H/gren & 1xhomemade H/gren CIA. Also, 1xUS KIA, 1xUS WIA(E), 1xPF KIA,
19xVN civ wounded, 14xVN civ killed. 1st D/O compl at 0315H & 2d D/O compl at 0340H. Both
to 91st Evac. Also 20xhuts 80% dest. Kill credited to C/5-46. US KIA & WIA were fr C/5-46. Ntfy:
Il MAF, CPT Cascanio at 0545H; G-5, Sp King. Add: Fd 4xempty RPG containers & 1xRPG fin.
C 5/46th Inf. Bn. casualties: SP4 Carlton F. McCaqg was KIA and Clarence F. German was
WIA(E) in this action at 00:25 hours. ]
Far to the south,....
-1 N 1 Corpsd Quang Ngai Province, 2nd ARVN Div. infantr
fighting 100 miles south-southeast of Da Nang. The infantrymen also took eight prisoners.

r

f
fir




Pacific Stars and Stripes
An authorized publication of the U.S. Armed forces in the far east. Price 10 cents.
20Apr70-Pistol Belt, Grenade Save PFC

CHU LA, Vietnam (Special) - It is not every day that an Americal Div. soldier is shot at and hit without
experiencing some pain.

But, it happened recently to PFC James A. Renze, a 198th Inf. Brigade rifleman while walking point for his
platoon.

While maneuvering on a search and clear operation seven miles south of Chu Lai, A Co. of the5th Bn., 46th
Inf., suddenly encountered four North Vietnamese with AK47s and a .30 caliber machine gun moving down a
trail toward them.

Renze spotted the enemy first and managed to spray them with a short burst from his rifle before leaping off
the trail to safety. However, he was not fast enough to avoid being hit.

He had taken a round which almost relieved him of his belt-if not his life. The AK47 round had partially
severed his pistol belt to become lodged in an M26 fragmentation grenade secured on his ammo pouch.

The grenade did not explode and neither did Renze - he simply grew a bit faint when he realized what had
happened.
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Tweo Americal Div. soldiers stand guard over a weapon in the Red arsenal, were captured by C
cache of Communist 122mm rockets captured just Co., 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf. Brigade, after a
west of Chu Lai, Vietnam. The rockets, a main recent attack on Chu Lai. (USA)

Pacific Stars & Stripes 7
Friday, June 12, 1970

12Jun70- Photo Caption - Americache Division

Two Americal Div. soldiers stand guard over a cache of Communist 122mm rockets captured just west of
Chu Lai, Vietnam. The rockets, a main weapon in the Red arsenal, were captured by C Co., 5th Bn., 46th
Inf., 198th Inf. Brigade, after a recent attack on Chu Lai.
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RFs Kill 54 Enemy in Cambodia Battle

S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON i A South Viethamese Regional Forces company......

Across the border in Vietnam, action continued to be generally light. U.S. spokesmen said five U.S.
soldiers died when a U.S. Marine Corps CH46 helicopter crashed in Quang Nam province, the cause of
the crash was unknown. Enemy gunfire brought down a medevac helicopter 45 miles southeast of Da
Nang as it tried to evacuate Americal Div. wounded a spokesman said.

U.S. spokesmen said three crewmen aboard the chopper and two men on the ground were injured in
the crash, but gunships were called in and were credited with killing three enemy soldiers. (This was a
5/46% Inf Bn incident of 9/20/70).

In Quang Nam Province, about 21 miles south of Da Nang, the 7" Marine Regt. found a complex of
about 50 caves, 10 used for a hospital, spokesmen said. Two enemy initially identified as a Viet Cong
nurse and a medic wee captured and medical supplies and rice were found, the spokesman said.

[Historian Comment: Many of the articles published only mentioned the brigade or division. But by
reviewing the Division ORLL reports, many of these actions can be
identified as to the battalion and company involved in the action]

10Nov70-Pacific Stars & Stripes
Tuesday Page 1
500 Mortar Rounds

Reds Shells Rain

On Border Posts
SAIGON (AP) - .......

(Americal Div. troopers killed two Communists in a brief skirmish 11 miles south of Tam Ky the Stars &
Stripes Vietham Bureau reported. (Historian Note: there were several other actions unreported. Based on the
number of enemy KiAs this may have been an incident involving R/5/46" Inf. Battalion.

(Two Americans were killed and five wounded in scattered contacts in Thua Thien, Quang Ngai and Binh
Duong Provinces, spokesmen said. Two enemy soldiers were killed in the engagements.
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Report 119 Enemy Dead

S. Viets, Cobras Hammer Reds in Cambodia
Compiled From AP
& S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON - ........

In South Vietnam, meanwhile, U.S. Command spokesmen said no U.S. soldiers died in combat Tuesday.
the only U.S. casualties Tuesday occurred in a firefight between an enemy unit and troopers of the 23¢ Inf.
Div. (Americal), 12 miles west of Chu Lai and 50 miles south-southeast of Da Nang, the spokesmen said. Six
Gls were wounded in the fight, they said. Enemy casualties were no known.

(The Americal reported 10 casualties for the day. Six minor injuries were reported from D/5-46 Inf. Bn as
a result of friendly fire artillery).

U.S. Marines killed 12 Reds in a fight 20 miles south-southeast of Da Nang Tuesday, the spokesmen said.
there were no Marine casualties, they said.
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Pointman Spots
Red Arms Cache

KY TRA, Vietnam (Special)
- An apparent oversight by North Vietnamese soldiers and the good sight of a U.S. pointman were all the
ingredients necessary for an element of the 198" Inf. Brigade to capture an enemy weapons cache on a
recent operation northwest of Chu Lai.
The cache i consisting of two machine guns, three other automatic weapons, three rocket-propelled
grenades (RPGSs), 25 mortar rounds, and several boxes of machine-gun ammunition i was found after Spec.
4 Jessie Spivey, a pointman with A Co., 5" Bn., 46™ Inf., spotted an NVA poncho when he moved into a small
clearing in the midst of a heavily vegetated area.
At first, Spivey, I|ike all pointmen, was a |ittle uncei
thereintheclear i ng and thought there might be someone under it
made a shelter to keep out of the rain.o
Spec. 4 Rick Lowman, acting squad leader, believing the poncho might be a sign that the area was booby
trapped, decided to set up a perimeter around the poncho until the entire area could be checked out.
The AProfessional sd then made a thorough search for bo

nothing.

iwhen we checked out t he argaadertha poncholandsegihgifsherevwas ned t o | «
anything under it,o0o said S. Sgt. Paul Spangl er, the pla
somet hing under it. o

Spec. 4 Larry Kisner took a rope and tied it to the top of the poncho and backed offa good distance before
unveiling the prize underneath. Al was afraid the ponc
of the enemy |l eaving us something for nothing. o

But the enemy, evidently thinking that the thickly wooded area was a safe place to stash their weapons, did
leave the infantrymen something for nothing, and when the unveiling occurred, the weapons were exposed.
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3,135 GI, Marine Spaces Cut
S&S Vietham Bureau

SAIGON i The Force Logistic command of the 3rd Marine Amphibious Brigade began stand down Monday,
as part of the 7th increment of troops withdrawals, a move that will result in 2,215 space reductions, U.S.
command spokesmen said.

The unit came to Vietnam in 1966 and was the central command element of the Marine Corps supply
around Da Nang. It will be inactivated in Vietham and the men reassigned in country or returned to the United
States.

The 5th Bn., 46th Inf. 198th Inf. Brigade, Americal Div. also began stand down Monday, spokesmen said.
The Battalion will be reduced to a color-bearing detachment for return to the United States.

American troop strength in Vietnam fell to 267,100 last week, a drop of 6,300 from the previous week, the
U.S. Command announced Monday.

Losses by service were: Army, 4,000, Marines, 1,800; Navy, 300; and Air Force 200.

The 267,100 does not include 17,800 sailors with the 7th Fleet and the 200 Coast Guardsmen serving off
the coast of Vietham, spokesmen said.

Pacific Stars & Stripes
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Americal Unit
Stands Down

S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON i The 3 Bn., 18" Field Arty., Americal Div. began stand down Wednesday, creating 565 space
reductions, the U.S. command announced.

This was the second Americal unit to be withdrawn from Vietnam. The firsti the 5 Bn., 46% Inf. | stood
down last May.

The retiring battalion, which came to Vietham in October 1965, was awarded a Presidential Unit citation for
its service here.

715 Leaving Vietnam

SAIGON (S&S) 1 The 715t Aviation Co. began stand down Wednesday, the U.S. command announced.
The approximate number of space reductions is 290.



VOL.1,NO. 1 / LZBAYONET, VIETNAM / 11 May 1969
5/46th cordon hamlet kill 15 viet Cong

By SP4 Bob Kunkel 5th Bn., 46th Inf.
LZ GATOROARIflemen of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry cordoned off a tiny hamlet west of the Batangan
Peninsula recently and killed 15 Viet Cong who had used the hamlet as both a firebase and hideout.
After the Americal Division infantrymen learned of the communist position through intelligence sources they

conducted a combat assault of the area, meeting fiheavy
iwWwe moved two platoonsofeomnthbensotuthhaofi ttwe wmill age,
Hoover (Ypsilanti, Mich.), Company B commander . AfOne o
weapons fire forcing us to stop outside the village. 60

The infantrymen then cordoned off the hamlet. As darkness began to fall four combat assault vehicles of H
Troop, 17th Cavalry were dispatched from LZ Minuteman on the nearby Batangan Peninsula, and the Third
Platoon of Co. A, 5/46 helped in the cordon.
So it remained during the nigh, as sporadic fire continued to come from the village. As dawn broke, Brigade
Psychological Operations dropped leaflets urging the communists to surrender.
Shortly thereafter the infantrymen swept through the hamlet, destroying the fortified bunkers from which
heavy firing had come the day before. In all, 15 enemy soldiers were killed, some of them as they attempted
to sneak out of the hamlet before sunrise.
fiThey were ent raegnec hadd irn gthhta td wvsiali d Capt ai n folndmmes B. Pe

tunnel complex about 700 meters |l ong in the hamlet. o Th
26th Engineers.
Al think we got most of them in the village, 0 said CPT

there inthe firstpl ace. 0

The Viet Cong that were killed in the village engagement were believed to be part of a local force battalion
which has for a long time been able to elude allied infantrymen in their searches of the area west of the
Batangan Peninsula.

VOL.1,NO. 1 / LZ BAYONET, VIETNAM / 11 May 1969 Best
MESS AWARD goes to 5/46

LZ BAYONETOA new award is now underway in the 198th Infantry Brigade, with the 5th Battalion, 46th
Infantry Mess Hall winning the monthly competitonfor fiBest Mess of the Mont h. o
The award trophy-appropriately, a chromed meat cleaver mounted on a cutting boarddwill be displayed in
the5/46messhal | , then passed on to the next fABesttngMesso tit|l
award each winning mess hall will retain a certificate.
The team announced the following results in the first month of ratings: 5/46 88.8%; 1/46 83.5%; 1/6 76%;
1/52 72.2%; HHC 198th 63.2%; H/17 51.5%.
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Vietnamese Honor U.S. soldi@ySrc Herb Nesmith 198 Brigade PIO

Eleven 198th Infantrymen were among 32 Americans decorated for valor recently by the South
Viethamese government for their actions in engagements in the Binh Son District, 20 miles south of
Chu Lai.

The eleven men, members of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry, received the decorations along with
other U.S. infantrymen and Marines from Quang Ngai Province Chief Ton That Khion.

LTC Ronald R. Richardson (Colorado Springs, Colo.) then 5/46 Battalion commander and the
present Assistant Chief of Staff G-5, and Captain Michael R. Smith (Dayton, Ohio), former
Commanding Officer of Co. D and now with the Division G-3 section, both were presented the
Gallantry Cross with Silver Star by the Province Chief.

Awarded the Gallantry Cross with Bronze Star were Specialist Four Wendell Roberts (Kodak,
Tennessee) and Specialist Four Guadalupe Elizondo (Mcalla, Tex.) of Company A; Sergeant David
W. Bloom (Oakley, Kan.) of Co. B; and SP4 Gary N. Brock (Bixby, Okla.), a HHC medic working
with Co. D.

The Cross of Gallantry with Bronze Star was also awarded to SGT Edward E. Floyd (Rushville, Ind.) of
Co. B; 1Lt James G. Fraser (Decatur, Ill.) of Co. D and PFC Charlie W. Rose (Treadwell, Va) of Co. C, both
previously medically evacuated; and posthumously to SGT Paul Boehm (Green Bay, Wis.) of Co. D and PFC
Bobby D. Anthony (Cherryville, NC) of Co. Co.
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cooks show pride in fine cuisine
SFC Herb Nesmith 198 Brigade PIO
LZ GATOR&When SP5 Roger Kennedy (Battle Creek, Mich.), one of the two First Cooks for the 5th Bn.,
46th Inf. Hg Mess Hall, talks about his job there is a pride which cannot help but sneak between the words.

iSure everybody here is proud of being a@suxzdoWhem he say:
youdbre a cook, every day you buil d a dnBatbdafoeerthp negtc e . I n a
meal you make another. o

Preparing meals is more than a fichoreo for Kennedy and

Bn., 47th [sic] Inf.
il feel proud, o0 said Asst. Mess St rgsonea theScpneplimerasr | Hi nkl ¢
we get makes me want to please them again. So we try to outdo ourselves the next meal. Attitudes such as
these have brought laurels to the mess hall at this hillside basecamp south of Chu Lai, including a recent
iBrave anrBghde award of fABest Mess of the Month.oo
iwe get a | ot of support from just about everybody in
Obst (Hancock, Mich.), fand this lets us do just a |litt
Aside from feeding the personnel at the baescamp Battalion food service and also provide meals for the

5/ 46 fiovtwamwd area at Chu Lai, and feed the troops in the
Ailn all, we feed probably 1, 3thihe GomhnedActiondPhtrolsidnthg over 20
Batangan Peninsulao, explains Hinkle.

The workload at the Hg Mess Hall rests on eight cooks, two 1st Cooks (one per shift) and supervisors Obst
and Hinkle.

fiBasicaly it is a team ef himgtort, D.G.), ;e of he 1StRCdks. JHe guckyAb b ey (°
gets nods of com plete agreement from the other cooks around him.

Obstds mess hall has kept up high standards, demonstr af
iWe work pretouwr cpeoospelley. wiweh gi ve credit where itéds du
right we do not hesitate to correct him.?o By caref
food at the 5/46 is wusuallyg wecbhnwai ohngofar goopTbifsve
says CW 2 William H. B. Miller (August a, Ga. ), Brigade
correct handling of supplies proper sanitation and over

Meeting such standards has made the mess personnel of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. true professionals in their
field.
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LTC. Wagner assumes command of 5/46

LZ GATORGSLTC Julian F. Wagner, formerly assigned to the First Field Force Headquarters at Nha Trang has
assumed command of the 5th Battalion 46th Infantry.
The fAProfessional so new commander has been in Vietnam |
here to take command of the 198th Brigade unit.
He is a native of Columbus, Ga., where his wife, son and daughter reside. Before coming to Vietham he
served with units in Japan, Germany and the Dominican Republic.

VOL. 1,NO. 3 / LZ BAYONET, VIETNAM / 26 May 1969
weapons are.... photo albums

LZGATOR6Ther edés a new fiusedo for the versatile fAlittle bl a
Brigade.

Some soldiers of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry have been using their M-16 rifles as ideal portable photo
albums by carefully sealing in plastic and taping their favorite pictures to the stocks of their weapons, reported
one soldier.

So if you meet a member of the 5/46, and tell him youboc¢
expect him to unravel his wallet from a double layerofplas t i ¢ . Just wait, because heodl
for inspection.
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LZBAYONET-For the second ti me i n tha5thrBo.w6th Ihf.davéibRenawasleds i onal s o
the 198th fABest Mess of the Montho honors. The award,

trophy and a permanent certificate presented to the winning mess hall. The 5/46th hq Mess will receive
another certificatedthis one for the month of Maydand retain for another month the trophy won in April.
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198th men are top two in leadership at division school

CHU LAI-Two 198th Infantry Brigade soldiers ranked first and second in a class of 43 persons recently
graduated from the 12-day Combat Leaders Course at the Americal Division Combat Center.

SP5 Michael D. Coleman (Alexandria, Va.), B Company, 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. was the top graduate while SGT
Craig R. Singer (Kersey, Pa.) A Company, 1st Bn., 6th Inf., was second.

Both men were promoted to E-5 upon graduation.

Other 198th men completing the course were: SP4 Clifford M. Bridges, SP4 George H. Eckhardt both of the
5/46th; SP4 John T. Dryman. SP4 Jessie M. Rendon, 1/52; PFC David O. Seiben, SP4 Elvis R. Weatherly,
SP4 James L. Weathers, 1/6 SP4 Wayland W. Rupp, 1/46; and SP4 Pete A. Whek IIl, H Troop, 17th Cavalry.

These men will return to their units to serve as squad leaders.
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3 earn silver star

LZSTINSON-Two i nfantrymen from the 198th Brigadeodos 1
from the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. were awarded the Silver Star last week at ceremonies on LZ Stinson
and LZ Gator.

Brigadier General Wallace L. Clement, assistant Americal Division commander, presented the
nationds third highest award for valor to SP4 St a
and Sgt. Philip G. Savoy (San Antonio, Tex.), Delta Company at this 1/52 forward firebase.

The next day Sgt. Edward E. Floyd (Morristown, Ind.), Bravo Company, was presented the
Silver Star by Col. Jere O. Whittington, brigade commander, at 5/46 headquarters at LZ Gator.

Sgt. Savoy, the son of a retired Army chief warrant officer, was cited for his actions when
elements of his company deployed as a blocking force were attacked by a large North
Vietnamese group.

Although suffering from fragmentation wounds, he took command of his company after his
company commander was pinned down by enemy fire. The 23-year-old sergeant, who had
earlier received the Bronze Star, continued to call in artillery and air strikes, forcing the enemy to
withdraw.

In a separate action, SP4 Paige was credited with laying down a heavy volume of fire from an
exposed position after the patrol of which he was a member was caught out in the open. The
suppressive fire put out by Paige enabled other members of the patrol to take cover.

Though Paige suffered fragmentation wounds in the initial encounter, he then rallied a force which
routed the enemy from its position, making it possible for helicopters to evacuate the wounded men.

Sgt Floyd was cited for maneuvering through an enemy mine field to rescue a number of his injured
infantrymen after his company had come under heavy fire. Although he had been wounded, he gave medical
aid to his more seriously wounded comrades. When his company came under heavy fire from the rear, he
directedhi s squaddés return fire, and then helped carry the w

Bronze Stars were awarded to two AReady Riflesdo, SFC A
Company and PFC Vincent J. Sitoski (Pittsburgh) of Alpha Company, as the result of valorous action in the
defense of LZ Stinson one month ago.

In the ceremonies at the 5/46 Capt. Wayne D. Seacrest (Ravenna, Ohio) received the Bronze Star for Valor,
and nine other AProfessional so were woaarded Army Commen
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Old trail becomes new road

By PFC Bill EFTINK 198th Brigade PIO

TRA BONG-the bushy foot trail winding alongside the Tra Bong River nine miles southwest of Chu Lai was
too narrow for jeeps in many places, serving as an easy spot for communist ambushes.

That was before Company B, 26th engineers, supporting the 198th Brigade, began working the old trail over.

They pushed westward toward a CIDG camp 17 rugged miles away with the confidence that comes from past
experiences with and faith in the might of their giant 60-ton Combat Engineer Vehicle, three 23,000-pound bulldozers, five
sandbagged special 3/4 ton dump trucks and other smaller support vehicles.

Their mission was to build a road capable of safely handling convoys loaded with equipment and supplies for the CIDG
camp.

The road would also give local civilians a better transportation route for bringing out their rice and cinnamon, staples of
the native economy in this part of Southern | Corps. In this way it serves as a big step forward in the pacification of the
area.

To turn the longitime French foot trail into a road with a 40 to 100 foot rightof-way on each side and to install culverts in
the numerous tributaries of the Tra Bong River was a major operation.

At times the slow progress got a bit discouraging, noted one engineer. After a section of the road was completed, it was
still susceptible to communist tampering. Each morning the portion of the road built the previous day had to be searched
for mines.

Five days after the start of the project the Viet Cong blew up a large culvert near the beginning of the freshly constructed
road. CPT Warren W. Sullivan (Fredericksburg, Va.), Co. B commander, explained thatthis really was not that much of a
set back:

ifiWe use culverts in roads of this type instead of bridges bec
replaced in an hour. With a bridge it would take considerabl

Finally the goal loomed before themdthe small CIDG camp. After arriving, the engineers spent some time in Tra Bong
before beginning their journey back toward Highway 1, where the new road had begun.

In many ways the trip back was easier. There were no bushestobec| eared and no culverts to be |
|l oomed as a threat and he didnét | i ke what the newly construc
toward pacification was communications.

Platoons of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry were airlifted by helicopter to different points along the road as
the convoy was to leave Tra Bong, and so the first trucks to travel the new road moved east toward Highway
1, bringing with them much of the heavy engineer equipment which had been used to build the road some
weeks before.

The first 12 miles were uneventful. Then just six miles from Highway 1 it became obvious that something was wrong.

iThere was a punj.i pit in the road, so mveyhdddustgoneovenizek e a bypa:
bypass and returned to the main road when we first knew for s
Robinson (Bainbridge, Ga.).

SSG Hoyt Ailes (Lima, Ohio), who was a buokaitadmine thatwasliuried he t r ac k¢
too deep for the mine detectors to find. It blew the | oad of

Next an RPG round hit the second truck and salperofire
the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. and the engineers started returning small arms fire, called for gunships and opened up
with fire from the potent 165mm gun mounted on the Combat Engineer Vehicle.

The attempt by the Viet Cong to close Highway 5393as the new road has been nameddwas short-lived as the convoy
continued on its way to the junction of Highway.

This marked the opening of the second major road inward in the Americal Division area, as the engineers continue to
open new arteries of transportation and commerce in the Southern | Corps area.
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WHATG6S ON A SOLDI ERG6S MI ND?

By SGT. Alfred Anthony Jr.
198™ Brigade PIO
LZBAYONETol t 6s not easy to reatdher Mmaln 6Gormpg:ndgneéudan ng lOUS
Bol do soldiers are thinking by Il ooking at their hel mets
Among the artistic practitioners of hard hattery, the
the more exacting infantrymen the camouflage cover banddwhich for many years has been used to hold
everything from playing cards and tropical flowers to fingernail clippers and melted chocolate-has become an
ideal circular calendar when marking a hundred days or less to go in Vietham.

iSan Fcoanlcdrse | comeod graces the camoufBmrdgedinicAnder of o
his sidekick shows proudly that heds just ACalifornia D
The covers cano6t deny space for the girl 1B B8'Inhome, as
shows; AfLorett a, youbre with meodo and #fABaby, I ainot

AiRaquel, 18&dm yours!o

Just think of a girlés name and ités carried across th
andQuang Ngai in the fiBrave and Bol do brigadeb6s area of
Even in the rear areas the some-t i me wearers of the proverbial steel p o
the hel met of one chaplainbés assistant, while a cookds

it best. o

And the soldier-philosophers who are as old as war itself also find their hard hats a useful instrument of
expression. ATrmers a@n ldyo gldisv ewoird dit 0 reads one hel met,
ATranquil i toy Hibutbuwhegr emswers, AWho knows? Who cares?c¢
Bob Dylan |lyric: ADondt criticize what you dondét unders
Ot hers take friendly jabs at anything and everything:
pyromani aco; and fiHell o out there in television |lando a
endless.

What then, does a soldier have on his mindd For the an:
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5/46 acts as defender on hwy 1 construction
By SFC Herb Nesmith 198th Brigade PIO
QUANG NGAI CITY i The combined efforts of Army, Navy and U.S. civilian personnel are
rehabilitating South Vietnamdést mesAmempoalk abDitviresiad
operations in Southern | Corps.
Between the division basecamp at Chu Lai and Quang Ngai Cityda 22 mile stretch of coastal
plain and fertile rice fieldsbme n of t he 198t h Brigade are charged w
interfering with the project.
The fAirehabilitationo and paving Highway 1 to even
to the republicds northern provinces.
Most of the construction is being done by American civilian construction workers of RMK-BRJ, a
conglomerate of four U.S. construction firms.
As the dozen or so road-builders work, a four-man team from the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry
mounted on a gun jeep, keeps an eye out for enemy harassing tactics.

AWe patrol the awoeakitnhgatont haet carneyw giisven ti me. It &
such as Quang Ngai because there are a | ot of Afri
Junior Rambo Fresno, Calif.). ABut oud in the cou
equi pment and keep a sharp |l ookout. o

The gun jeep is armed with an M-60 machinegun, an M-79 grenade launcher, two M-16 rifles, two
.45 caliber pistols and a few Light Anti-Tank Weapons (LAWS).

AWe have enough fire powerf dro anaklorntt pgeruighd fofr (Ci
Rambo, adding that should any prolonged contact ensure the team has instantaneous radio
contact with the headquarters at LZ Gator, just minutes away.

A sustained attack or even the prospect of one is remote, however, and the infantrymen who
have manned this job say their greatest worry has been about Viet Cong mines and sporadic snhiper
fire after dusk.

Five pieces of equipment including two large rollers and an asphalt laydown machinedeach day
turn a section of dirt roadway into an asphalt highway.

At night the civilian workers return to their base at Chu Lai, and the heavy equipment is moved to
a secure compound near wherever they are working.

AThere were a few ni ght s reybuemienthdt B-60eanswaeslit a | i t t | e
stopped all at once, 0 recalls Navy Lieutenant Joe
civilian contracted construction projects in this part of South Vietnam.

For the most part 0 6ftha RMKiBRIOwork grgect.sThiaty agdeat exteet a r
has been attributed to the presence ofthe5t h Batt al i om,ot4ettth fAlgrufna n tereypds a
instant retaliation capability of the 198th Brigade.
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hamlet learns sel§ecurity

By SFC Herb Nesmith 198th Brigade PI1O

TRI BNH (1)8Not so long ago the Viet Cong liked to visit the hamlet of Tri Binh (1) near Chu Lai.

It was the most prosperous hamlet in the area, and the VC could walk in at night and extort money, rice
and other foodstuffs, or just about whatever they wanted.

Nestled in low hills between two U.S. LZs, it was also an ideal place for the VC to slip across Highway 1
and enter other villages, unseen by Americal Div. infantrymen.

But all that has passed.

Now things are considerably harder for the communists.

The hamlet five miles south of Chu Lai is now ringed with a barbed wire fence. There are lookout points all along the
fenceline, and roving patrols conduct ambushes every night outside the hamlet. There is also communication with the 5th
Bn., 46th Inf. basecamp nearby.

What happened to change the hamlet so much? An idea by the 198th Brigade S5, and the work of a squad of
i Pr of e sfsomCGom B of hedSth Bn., 46th Inf., set the wheels in motion.

Maj. Frederick J. Lynn (Pittsfield, Me.), the brigade civil affairs officer, thought the hamlet should be taught to defend

itsel f, and the squad from @@whta Co.ds 2nd Pl tn, began the in
iOur biggest problem was that the people |l acked confidence, 0
haml et themselves. We have to convince them that they can, a
This was not the only problem the squad faced.

AfiWedbve caught two C Infrastructure members that |ived right I
VC and their sympathizers, and they are being watched. 60

But things appear to be going well. The hamlet chief recently told Maj. Lynn that the people are happy. The Viet Cong

can6t harass them or extort their money and rice, and the peo

The Americal soldiers are doing more than teaching the people to defend themselves. They are also assisting them in
self-help programs. Several near-crumbling walls have been rebuilt, and construction is planned for a 48-meter dam for
use in irrigating rice paddies.

The men like their job.

iltds interesting wor kiyleBeineriFargo, NDh),&a squasl member., 06 sai d SP4 L

iltds al sesoamedhanlelsepgest in communicating with the people, 0 a
few of the CDs (Civil Defense personnel ) tsop eaa kg osoodmed eEgnrgel ei.soh ,

iwWe got a | ot of help from the hamlet chief,d Reiner explaine
night there were kerosene lanterns strung all along the 3,000met er f encel ine encircling the peri

Soon the 1,062 people of the 260-house hamlet will be able to defend themselves without relying on outside help. The
U.S. infantrymen then hope to move on to another village.
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5/46 adopts viethamese orphanage

BINHSONOT he A Pr of e thebth®m,a6thdnd havefunofficially adopted 44 Vietnamese orphans at
the Binh Son Orphanage here and have begun to receive contributions for the children.
AAl'l of t hel edp [adwrmdk natetagdnd school on the orphanageébés gr
LTC Julian F. Wagner (Columbus, Ga.).
The battalion has initiated a drive for donations to aid the young orphans, two to 14 years of age.
AThis is but 4d ngmalolmewdy tafl eheclhp | dren who were caught
Presently the orphanage is working on construction of a new building.

GRAPHI C ART: Soldier admiring a U.S. flag. Caption: @D
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unique mess gets 2 hot meals a day to professionals in field
By SFC Herb Nesmith 198th Brigade PIO
LZGATORSA mess hall that doesnét serve food?
The 198th Brigade has one. And because of it, Americal Division soldiers of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. eat two
hot meals a day while in the field.

Whirring helicopters |ift off from the resupply helipai
in the field. A few minutes later, the choppers swooshintothes cat t er ed el ementsé | ocati on
food as well prepared as that back at basecamp.

The brigade food service advisor, CW2 W lliam H.B. Mil
mess systemo and a r e safphzhiytosaeeshe mentakag fros the battalbmu t y
headquarters.

In a kitchen at LZ Gator the food, which is comparable to that served at the regular mess 100 meters away,
is prepared put in insulated containers to keep it hot and then placed on a heicopter which carries it wherever
el ements of the AProfessional so are operating.
When a unit is on the move and unable to carry the food containers with them hot meals are not practical.
I n such cases sandwi chas$ i an d dsedwihdhe snpliakis on lbohnsedls A C
whenever possible.
The operation requires flexibility and planning. Each
the resupply mess cooks as to what kind of mealsdhot, sandwich, or c-ration T the company commanders
think would be best for the men in the field.
In addition to battalion troops in the field, the resupply mess also provides 250 meals to Marines Combined
Action Platoon team members in the area.
The project requires close coordinatonwi t h t he battalionds regular mess hal
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awards & decorations

BRONZE STARS (V) ARMY COMMENDATION MEDALS (V)
1/52 Inf: Capt. A. L. Jamieson Hall;  1/52 Inf: Sgt. Hans G. Deutschmann
SP4 Herbert L. Messer SP4 Robert W. Green

BRONZE STARS (M) ARMY COMMENDATION MEDALS (M)

5/46 Inf: 1st Lt. Thomas B. Donnelly; 5/46 Inf (all 1st OLC): SP4 Earrest
SFC Charles F. Groff Jr.; SP5 Robert A. D. Biscamp; SP4 David W. Bloom; SP4 Rob»
Peterson; SP4 Kenneth L. Collins; SP4  bert Castillo; SP4 Hector Rodriguez; SP4
Walter P. Ford; SP4 Leonard W. Frye; SP4 Ray Tullos
Jimmy R. Goins; SP4 Tim D. Hess 1/14 Arty: SP5 Michael A. Yates

1/52 Inf; SP4 William T. Young Jr. B/26 Engr: 1st Lt. Richard S. Arvai??

HHC 198th: Maj. Kenneth S. Mink (1st SP4 Michael E. Benda; SP4 Glen A. Gurs|??
OLC); Capt. Ruben D. Quinones; SFC James

R. Martin; SSgt. Andrew J. Edmondson PROMOTIONS
1/14 Arty:SFC Jerry McCreight; Sgt.
Jack R. Carpenter To MSqt.

B/26 Engr: PSG Edward Robinson; SSgt.  1/6 Inf; Winston A. Carbonneau
Elijah Brock; SP5 Thomas Gigee

To SSGT.
1/6th Inf: John W. Medek; Joe C. Taylor B/26 Engr: Cushman P. Abild; Gary O.
B/26 Engr: Robert H. Ragg Annis; Hilarian N. Casillas Jr.; Bobby

R. Davis; Robert E. Dyas; Robert H.

To Sat. Finch; Larry P. Fisher; David W. Kauff;
1/6 Inf: Teddy | Corpenning; Frank O. Edwin E. Rivera; WilliamE. Rose; Pat-
Ehrmantraut; Edward Gully; David A. rick M. Shannahan; Don P. Sullivan; Vie
Keefe; Allan D. Koyon; Lawrence J. tor M. Vazquez
Lennen; David T. Lyons; Charles G. Nel-
son; Donald R. Peterson; Jerome W. Rath- REENLISTMENTS
manner; Thomas J. Rizzo; Loy D. Roper; 1/6 Inf: PFC Joseph Elie; PFC James
William L. Sharp; Morris Thomas; Elvie T. Flanagan; PFC Gary L. Martin; PFC
R. Weatherly; Barry L. Wright William J. Morris; PFC Gary L. Rosso;
5/46 Inf: Tim D. Ness PFC Dennis F. Smith
1/52 Inf: Donald D. Beals Jr. 5/46 Inf. SFC James L. Jones; PFC

Gregory L. Arent

To SP5 1/52 Inf: SP4 Jack K. Napier Il; PFC
1/6 Inf; Jefferson D. Baker; Gregory Orvel L. Bailey; PFC Albert BrownJr.;
E. Chynoweth; Curtis Finley; John B. PFC Perry L. Dorsey; PFC Daniel L. Elle
Watson on; PFC George M. Guerrette; PFC Wil

iam P. Hass; PFC Joseph B. Mafnas; PFC

To SP4 Charles W. Mann; PFC Paul E. Mitchell;
HHC 198th: Peter C. Beer; Emil E. PFC Danny L. Pipkin; PFC Gerald D. Roach
Benth Jr.; Daniel B. Grochola; Thomas A. PFC William W. Rogerson; PFC Wayne A.
Harmon; Larry C. Hill; James E. Papp; Smith

John R. St. Croix H/17 Cav: 1st Sgt. Donald Stoddard.
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Boost LIvestock program

LZ GATOR i Waste material from mess halls at this 5th Bn. 46th Inf. basecamp has been put to good use at
a nearby village for feeding the villagersé ani mal s.

1st Lt. Jerry Gooden (Burlington, lowa), civil affairs officer for the 198th Brigade unit, explained that from six-
to-nine barrels of garbage gathered at the battalion ms halls are sent daily to the hamlet of Tri Binh (1).

The village chief told American officialsthat t he program i s helping the hamletd
the other people are able to buy additional animals, since they now are capable of feeding them.
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5/46th pressure VCby 11T Josef Hebert 198th Brigade PIO

CHU LAI T Cordoning and searching almost a village a day, units of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. and elements of
the 6th ARVN Regt. are putting pressure on Viet Cong Infrastructure members operating 15 miles southeast
of Chu Lai.

Since late July three companies of the 5/46 have worked closely with two battalions of the ARVN regiment
in an intensive pacification effort aimed at breaking up Communist-political activity in the area.

iGetting to the infresgametarsaiidc MAk Damek dk)RSt hKannady
2 officer of the 198th Brigade.

In the first three weeks of the joint U.S.-South Viethamese pacification drive, 721 persons have been
detained for questioning. Of these, 31 VC Infrastructure members, 71 civilian defendants (loyalty suspects)
and 32 VC or NVA have been found. Another 59 Communists have been killed.

Almost daily a company of the 5/46 rings one of the enemy hamlets and villages in the rice paddy flatlands.

Along with a Vietnamese interrogation team, they comb the huts in search of Communists. Just to the south
the ARVN soldiers do much the same thing.

iwWwebére disrupting their activities in this area, all/l roi
b at t adomneandérsLTC Julian Wagner (Columbus, Ga.).

The project is part of a long range campaign. Although the prime target is Viet Cong who have worked
themselves into the areabds many smal |l haml et vement i t i cal
and logistical support of several VC Local Force nits in the vicinity.

With the drive only four days old an estimated company of one of these units was thought to have been
| ocat ed. BolAdB& aivref &nt r y men e ngag ehdavyalr grikes bnd anttlenyt Sesend cal | e (
enemy were killed, and intelligence officials say Aot he

Although U.S. forces have long conducted cordon and search operations in the area, those since late July
have been more intensified.

iwWwe are using the strength of one of our companies, ofr
capability of Vietnamese provincial forces, fAExplained
brigade S-3 officer.
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Enemy Shatters Ll(lﬂelated story on page 6)

LZBAYONETiThe 1l ull in fighting was shattered | ast we
firebases was hit by enemy mortars, sappers or small arms fire.
Only LZ Fat City, forward control center for the 1st Bn., 6th Inf., escaped some kind of action.

AtLZ Dottie,aUS-ARVN artill ery base that fires support of
Cong were killed and two captured in a middle of the night attack from three sides by an estimated
t wo companies of Communists. AWe threw everything

beating, 0 said 1SG Homer A. Roberts (Manitou Sprin
AWe fired firatltltoajeguosi és hwei siachginsandéObremr r i ng t o
and 155mm howitzers of his battery and those of elements of both the 1st Bn., 14th Arty. and an
ARVN artillery battery.

Some 75 mortar rounds fell on Dottie that night while another 23 hit LZ Bayonet, headquarters for the

198th. At Bayonet four sappers penetrated the wire. One was killed while attempting an exit. There was
minor damage inflicted on the LZ.

iwe reacted quickly and had our r elsades N Katafjama (Captaip ut on t |
ff

Cook, Hawaii), base defense o icer . AiThey (the sapper
get a chance to hit what they wanted. 0
The enemy didndt get inside t he omeiViet€ong sapperivaskited her fir e

near the perimeter of LZ Gator. At LZ Minuteman Echo, mortarmen of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. received small
arms fire, as did LZ Gator, while an estimated dozen mortar rounds rained on LZ Stinson, forward firebase for
the 1st Bn., 52nd Inf.

At Dottie quick reaction and heavy firepower stopped the enemy before they could move within the wire.

iwe had everyone out in the bunkers putting out the ma:;
i ncomi ng, 0 s ai dznalChiEagd) executivefficAr.of the /82 battery.

The Americans had high praise for a platoon of infantrymen from the 6th ARVN Regt. which manned the
peri meter near the campébés main gate.

iwWe had two big guns and thénme(thedAQUNs)dand.thBydeally §otupand g t o

supp
fought, 0 Roberts said. AEveryone was very pleased with
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LZ GATORG&Four Communist sappers playing a dangerous game of hide and seek with 198th
Brigade infantrymen of Delta Co., 5th Bn., 46th Inf. recently and came out losers.

Shortly before midnight, bunker guard SP4 Jason M. Woody Jr. (English, W.Va.) spied a figure
standing like a statue behind a rock about 35 feet from his bunker.

Al't was incredible. Apparently he didnét realize
the bunker and |l ooking in his direction, sshee sappe
figured the darkness would hide him, 0 Woody said.

At the first sign of movement from Woody the sapper disappeared behind the rock. After waking
his bunker-mates, Woody spotted an additional three sappers and began to direct mortar and small
arms fire on their position.

For the next two hours shadows continued to dart from rock to rock, drawing continued small
arms fire from the basecamp.

Around three o06clock, an unexplained explosion oc
original bunker . il called to two other guards to see
area, 0 Woody recalled, They had not.

The next morning a preliminary search of the area revealed the cause of the explosion.

One of the sappers, heavily laden with explosives, had been struck by a bullet fired by the
basecamp defenders, causing the deadly baggage to explode, killing the enemy soldier.

A more thorough search of the area revealed blood trails marking the exit route of the other
members of the sapper team.
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Early Bird squad passes up worm, gets charlie

By PFC Bill Eftink 198th PIO
LZ GATOR i A 198th Brigade infantry squad and a small element of Vietnamese provincial forces surprised
two Communists with an early morning visit near this 5th Bn., 46th Inf. basecamp, killing both of them and
capturing their weapons.
filt was pretty dark and we relied heavily on the Vietn:
through, 6 said SGT EIli Ring (Yakima, Wash.), the squad | ec:
Combing an area near a village which was suspected to contain Viet Cong, the Americans and Vietnamese
prepared to search the village as daylight broke.
After arriving at the village, SGT Steve Ewing (Wichita, Kan.) set his men up as a blocking force to catch
anyone trying to sneak out the back way. When the search began, the blocking squad was alerted to a small
number of Communists on a high ridge behind it. They opened fire and killed two, one NVA and one VC.
One of the two was shot out of a tree he had climbed, evidently to better observe the area.
SGT Ewing said, Al believe that they were behind us all
using the high groundforob s er vati on. 0
In addition to two rifles captured by the men, a search of the area turned up seven Chinese Communist hand
grenades, a pound of explosives, four loaded rifle magazines, medical supplies and a pair of binoculars.
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KKO ulF1Sa AU IFT3IFAY gAyYya oNR ao0Sal
By SFC Herb Nesmith 198th Brigade PIO
LZ BAYONETAHHC 198th Mess hall again this month rolled up the top score, and took an unprecedented
thi rd straight win in the brigade fiBest Mess of the mont
HHC cooks broke a two-consecutive-wins tie with the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. mess in ringing up their three-in-a-
row mark to set a new record.
August results in the cafeteria contest showed HHC posting a 91.75 percentage score, while the 1st Bn., 6th
Inf. edged past the 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. by a slim one-fourth of one per cent, 89.50-89.25, in a tight runner up
race, the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. followed with 78.75.
Commenting on the new Best Mess record set by HHC, COL Jere O. Whittington, brigade commander,
observed, AThey put a |l ot of effort into getting their
With H Troop, 17th Cav. cooks bolstering the HHC mess staff, the brigade is top kitchen has a powerful
starting lineup. HHC Mess Steward SFC James A. Roberts (Mena, Ark.) outgoing H/17 Mess Steward and
SFC O. H. Hubbard (Sherman, Tex.) and incoming Cav. stewards SFC Aurthur W. Johnson (Gulfport, Miss.)
and SSG JamesE. Ingram (StLoui s) have between them a total of 74 ye:
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Huge VC Salt cache found
By SGT Mark L. Wolf 5th Bn., 46th Inf.
LZ GATOR 1 5th Bn., 46th inf. soldiers have gouged deeply into Viet Cong salt supplies, capturing 235
tons to datedwith more still being found in what is believed to be one of the largest caches ever
discovered in Vietnam.

The salt is a vital part of t he pésemativenancattinésisdi et , i s
used for bartering.
il 6ve been in Vietnam for 16 months now, and anything

said CPT Steven Schopp (El don, Mo -findingBravon@oander of t he |

The stores were found in a series of caches on the Batangan Peninsula 10 miles northeast of Quang
Ngai City.

AWedre distributing it to refugees i RSowhiiethaanesea t hr ougt
Combined Action Platoons) and Viethamese districtand provi nce headquarters, o0 sai
Phelps (Smithtown, N.Y.), civil affairs officer of the 5/46.

Bravo Co. had been conducting normal search operations along the Southern edge of the peninsula,
looking for VC by day and returning sniper fire by night. On the third day 1st Plat. Leader 1LT Gary Byler
(Parsons, Kan.) reported that his early afternoon patrol had found a four-foot-high structure which after
careful examination was discovered to contain a large quantity of salt.

il thowglst julkits an i solated case of finding a sal
more patrols in the area we found so much salt |

By the end of the day the men had filled 200 bags with 16,000 pounds of sat, which was flown by Hueys to
LzZ Gator, basecamp of the AProfessionals. 0

When the size of the find became apparent, Charlie and Delta companies were rotated into the area to help
with the removal of the salt. At the same time, other large amounts were discovered hidden under haystacks
within a mile of the original find.

Since then, an average of 25 tons a day had been moved from the Communist storage area.

It was soon discovered how such a large quantity of salt came to be on the peninsulai the VC had been
Afarmingd it from the nearby South China Sea. they ter
flats, and let the high tide fill it with sea water which was then trapped by a hastily thrown up dike. As the
water evaporated under the hot tropical sun, rock salt residue remained to be racked together, scooped up
and hidden by the VC for future use.

t cach
call ed

Meanwhil e, the AProfessionalsdo continue to find and sa
constantly harassing Communist snipers.
Moving several tons of salt daily requires a | ot of tr:

salt by O6Hook6é to LZ Gator that we decided to take it o
moved by shiptoi t s various destinations, 0 said LTH%46battdionan Wagn e
commander.

Musing over the huge amount of salt his men had found, Col. Wagner came up with a few interesting figures
of his own. If the caches of saltdstill being founddshould rise to a total of 275 tons, there would be enough to
make salt tablets in a quantity to furnish every American in Vietnam with two tablets per day for an entire year.
Laid end to end, the tablets would stretch more than 2,500 miles.
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5/46 MAN WINS FAST STRIPES

CHU LAIdSP4 Melvin Schoch (Pottstown, Pa.) of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. entered the Americal Combat
Centerds reconnai ssance cour se Wwidcdivinditlee pugosnatiodgrombtienn ng t he
that goes with it.
But when he completed the two-week course he was not promoted to SGT; he was promoted to SSG.
The day before the graduation ceremony the Charlie Co. soldier was advanced to SGT on normal
promation orders from his company. Less than 24 hours later at the ceremony he was named the top
graduate and got the automatic hike to the next higher grade, but already being a SGT (E5) his promotion
was to SSG (E-6).
BG Edwin L. Powell, assistant division commander, presented Schoch an engraved plague noting his
accomplishment. LTC Julian Wagner, 5/46 commander, was a guest at the graduation, which marked the
second successive Unit Recon Course in which a man from his battalion won the top honors.
This was the fifth class to graduate from the recon course since it began. Students are selected by their unit
CO6s to attend the classes, which are designed to train
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two-star medieearns silver and bronze (v)

LZ GATOR- SP4 Walter G. Yeargin (Avondale, Ariz.), 5th Bn., 46th Inf. medic, was presented both the
Silver Star and Bronze Star Medal for valor by 198th Brigade Commander COL Jere O. Whittingtonin a mid-
morning ceremony here recently.

Yeargin was awarded the Silver Star for gallantry in action while serving as a Delta Co. medic with the 4th
Bn. 3rd Inf. of the 11th Bde.

Conducting a sweep near a vi |l | atgoewas pinngd Hogvn amdreceingd e War r i ¢
numerous casualties. Although wounded himself, Yeargin continually exposed himself to enemy fire in
moving from one injured man to another to administer first aid.

When a dustoff helicopter was shot down near the still pinned down platoon, he again went through the
hostile fire toward the aircraft. On reaching the spot, he helped evacuate the crew and give first aid to the
injured.

Yeargin received the Bronze Star for his heroism in a later action when a helicopter he was riding in was
shot down over enemy held territory.

SP4 Yeargin is now a member of HHC 5/46.

In the same ceremony SP5 Wayne R. Otto (San Francisco) was presented the Army Commendation Medal
for Valor by COL. Whittington for his actions in the defense of LZ Gator, the battalion basecamp. Otto is with
Delta Co., 5/46.
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decorations & promotions

DECORATIONS ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL (V)
1/6 : SGT Hayward D. Neace;
SILVER STAR SGT Carl T. Bechard; SGT Ced -
5/46 : SP4 Walter G. Yeargin ric C. Barnes; SP4 Ronald G.
Sorey
BRONZE STAR (V)
1/6 : SGT Hayward Neace PURPLE HEART (3 OLC)
5/46 : SP4 Walter G. Yeargin; HHC 198: PFC Wallace E. PIil -
SP4 Wayne R. Otto and
PROMOTIONS
TO CPT
1/6 : David A. Truijillo
To SSG T. Bechard; Norman A. Milnes;
1/6 : John W. Medek; Gary L. Thomas F. Flanig an; John A.
Sholten; John T. Barry Siatkowski; David L. Handl;
1/52 : James H. Beheler Richard A. Chapman; William L.
Privett; Randy R. Stratton
To SGT
1/6 : Craig K. D ecker, Tom E. To SP5
Buyze; Dominick Maugerl; Ray - 1/6 : Jimmie E. Lovings; Jo -
mond W. Morgan; Michael W. seph S. Major; Allen G. Foster;
Wells; Lawrence S. Dyson; Lou - Robert G. Selby
is E. Hutson; Victor B. Haw -
thor ne Jr.; Timothy J. Still - To SP4
well; John W. Vanlandingham; 1/6 : Ernest Fletcher; War -
Terry L. Andreesen; Charles M.  ren D. Malm; Alan G. Wade;
Holder; Cedric C. Barnes; Carl Gonzalo Mendez - Rivera; John A.

Victor
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5/46 men win awards

LZ GATOR-CPT Ben L. Anderson Jr. (Torrington, Wyo.) of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. was presented
the Silver Star in a combined awards ceremony here early this week. Two Bronze Stars for valor,
one 198th Bde, and two 5/46 Bn. awards were also presented by Jere O. Whittington, commander
of the 198th Bde., during the ceremony.

Anderson, a U.S. Naval Academy graduate, was honored for his gallantry in action on Feb. 23
while commanding Alpha Co. of the 5/46.

The company was conducting a search and clear operation in an area known to be infested with
NVA forces when a report was received that a group of 50 enemy had been spotted moving
through a small gorge. Alpha Co. maneuvered to the opening of the gorge to engage the NVA, but
Ander son di dnoét | idhekvegetationlofferedtise camimunisth an ideal spoato
ambush and cause heavy casualties on the company. He led two of his men up the side of the gorge,
thinking that from the top he could better observe the situation and control the movement of the company. On
reaching the top, however they spotted three NVA hiding in the brush. Anderson assaulted them killing all
three with hand grenades, and receiving a wound in the right thigh. Nonetheless, he continued to direct Alpha
Co.6s movement s. Shortly afterward he and his two men
way down saw to more communists. Anderson opened fore with his M-16 and killed both NVA, bringing his
total for the day to five. The enemy then apparently fled the area, and Alpha cleared the gorge with no further
casualties.

During the same ceremony Bronze Stars for valor were presented to PFC Everett M. Rowles (Creighton,
Pa.), a medic with HHC, and PFC Robert L. Zimmerman (Houston) of Charlie Co.

The Brigade Reenlistment Award for the month of September went to the 5/46 as SFC Charles H. Gallagher
(Springfield, Ohio), Bn. Reenlistment NCO, posted the high mark in the brigade of 250 per cent.

The Battalion Safety Award for September was won by Echo Co., commanded by CPT Billy R. Church
(Columbia, Tenn.).

The driver of the Month was SP4 Corwin M. Cook (St. Louis) of HHC, whose efforts gothim both the title
and a three-day in-country R&R.

All awards were presented by the brigade commander.
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r.v.n. soldiers win u.s. awar@g 1LT Rob Kresge 198th Brigade PIO

LZ BAYONET-Nine Vietnamese soldiers were presented with awards for valor by 198th Bde.
Commander COL Jere O. Whittington in a recent ceremony here.

Three Popular Forces (PF men received two Bronze stars and an Army Commendation Medal for
their heroism in joint operations with Alpha Co. of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. Six ARVN soldiers were
awarded four Bronze Stars and two Army Commendation Medals for valor in other actions in the
combined U.S. 198th Bde. i 6th ARVN Regt. Tactical Area of Operational Responsibility (TAOR).

CPT Chau Duc Thao, a Bronze Star winner and commander of the 3rd Bn., 6th ARVN Regt., was
leading his men in a search and clear operation early last month in Quang Ngai Province when his
two lead companies were attacked by two companies of Viet Cong. Thao raced across open
terrain to the point platoon, only to find it pinned down. Other elements could not move to help the
platoon without taking heavy casualtiesbu nl ess t he VCdéds volume of fire c

Threading his way back through the fire, he picked out a mortar crew and recoilless rifle team and
led them to a position where they could pour concentrated fire on the enemy. Although in a
dangerously exposed location, he called in and directed fire from artillery, gunships and flareships
in the gathering dusk. The combination of courage and skill was successfuldthe VC were driven
off, not even stopping to pick up their dead.

Two weeks earlier, CPT Ho Nam, also of the 6th Regt., was leading his unit on a search and clear
mission on the Batangan Peninsula 15 miles southeast of Chu Lai, just after the element set up a
night defensive position, a VC company opened up on the command post with heavy mortar and
machinegun fire. At the same time two additional enemy rifle companies launched probing attacks
against the perimeter from two sides. The captain grabbed a radio set and ran through the fire to a
position where he was able to call and direct artillery and gunships.

In order to lay fire closer to his own location, he personally directedthewi t hdr awal of hi s
Ranger Pltn. to a more covered position. The strong VC force gave up the fight and withdrew
under the cover of darkness, leaving their dead and many of their weapons behind them as they
fled.
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Bde., Div Celebrate anniversaries;

198th welcomes 4tar visitor
USARPAC CHIEF SEES BN. LZs
LZ BAYONETAGEN Ralph E. Haines Jr., Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. Army Pacific
(CINCUSARPAC), visited the 198th Bde. area Thursday for briefings on the tactical situation and
anupto-dat e | ook at the ABrave and Bol d. o
GEN Haines was given division, brigade- and battalion-level briefings at LZ Gator, then flown to
LZ Stinson for an inspection tour.
Resembling a small combat assaultby f our sl icks and two Cobra guns|
landed at Gator to meet the commander and staff of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. and review a 16-man
honor guard.
Haines was accompanied by BG Howard H. Cooksey, acting commander of the Americal Div.,
and COL Jere O. Whittington, brigade commander.
The CINC listened intently to the almost two hours of information that brought him up-to-date on
events in the brigade Tactical Area of Operational Responsibility (TAOR) since his last visit in May
of this year.
Americal staff officer provided background on the intelligence situation, operations and civil affairs
in the division area, and COL Whittington briefed the general on the status of the 198th TAOR.
LTC Julian F. Wagner, 5/46 commander, and his staff provided a picture of their battalion
operations, emphasizing the hamlet team project now in effect at three targeted hamlets in Son
Tinh District south of Chu Lai.
The USARPAC head and his party then flew to LZ Stinson, a 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. fire support base.
LTC Arthur E. Brown Jr., battalion commander, led him on a tour of the LZ, where he paused
briefly along the way to talk with the riflemen and 4.2 mortarmen in the area. As he left Stinson and
the 198th area, the Pacific Army chieftold COLWhi t t i ngt on and LTC Br own, nT
war wilbewondwh en we can keep the VC and NVA off the pec
(Government of Vietnam) carry out the pacification
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it only takes once
....TOLD SIMPLY, WITHOUT DRAMATICS, THIS IS THE STORY OF HOW ONE MEMBER OF THIS
BRIGADE WON HIS COMBAT INFANTRYMAN BADGE. REPRINTED FROM THE 5TH BN., 46TH INF.
UNIT NEWSPAPEROA THE P ROF E S&TISONRBAIITY THE STORY OF EVERY MAN WHO
TAKES THE TRI P TO THE 6BOONI ESO6 OF VI ETNAM. .. ..
By SSG M. W. James Co. A, 5th Bn., 46th Inf.

What is it to be a veteran of combat? How am | going to react to enemy fire? These are
guestions a soldier asks as he catches his first chilling glimpse of Vietnam from the tiny window of
his Areverse freedom bird. o Only time will tell an
For some the questions are never answered. For others the answers spring into life in a matter of
seconds. Whether it be at Cam Ranh Bay, Dong Binn or another port of entry, the omnipresent
bunkers, wire and enemy mortars are a way of life. But is this combat?
No. To run at the blast of a siren or to hit the dirt as a mortar round detanate into a bal of flame is
instinct. One must wait until he is face to face with the elementsdand the enemy.
You may have to wait for a dark, overcast day in late July. It is like many days before and many
still ahead. the unit is moving to cordon avillage and conduct a sweep. The same maneuver had

been effected the previous day without a hot fired
has made contact to the south. Birds will pick yo
As the unit consolidates in the pickup zone, the platoon leader briefs you. It is brief, too. He jabs a
finger at the map. AfOnce we get there wedll group
The chopper ride lasts only a moment. There is time to light up, take a puff, glance at your buddy
and find him glancing at you. Ti me t-bladesaral i ze you

whipping cold air around like a huge air conditioner. Time to close your eyes and yank them open
again, seeing the grass and mud and yellow hooches come spinning toward you.
Then suddenly rockets are exploding, M-60s spit and the ground races up to you. Jump.
Stumble for cover. Peek up to get your bearings. Regroup the platoon. Then move out.
Things grow quiet as you spread out and begin to move south, toward Bravo.
Then automatic small arms fire cr ac-khepootmanist o t he
hit. Impossible to move forward. But you move forward. Flank to the right. Move up. People
around you are blurs as they move in front of you and beside you, working their way toward the fire.
A sergeant yells to take cover; people jump and dive and press into the clay earth. A grenade goes
off; no one is hurt. Heavy fire is put out by the infantrymen. You start pulling the trgger yourself.
Continuing to fire, you find yourself set in a hasty perimeter, waiting for the dustoff bird. It arrives.
ltds gone.
Then ités over. Questions are answered. Now t her
answers (5/46 PIO)



VOL. 1, NO. 20 / LZ BAYONET, VIETNAM / 03 November 1969

5 vc would rather switch
LZ GATOR i Five Viet Cong decided they would rather switch than go hungry after Alpha Co. ofthe 5th Bn.,
46th Inf. uncovered the supply of rice they had hidden away for the monsoon season.
Working with Delta Co., the 198th Bde, soldiers were conducting a careful search of a small village five
miles north of Quang Ngai when members of the 2nd Plat. became suspicious of thick, mud walls of several
hooches in the 30-building village. A few cautious taps with sticks caused the thin outer walls to crumble,
spilling out 6 1/2 tons of the precious rice.
The following day five member s o fintlhe-aleobAaihfanty@enuni t A Chi
MSGOrenW.Just i ce (Oswego, Kan.), battalion operations serg
find like this really injures the enemy in a subtle way. They compare their situation with that of the
government soldiers who have plenty of food, and it serves as a powerful demoralizing factor. When they are
in this state of mind they will often take advantage of
is the exact effect we are hoping for.o
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dza > @y aljdzSS1'S 2dzu a OKF NI A SE€
PHU THANH 1 Farmers and their families are streaming into this small hamlet near Quang Ngai City. And
the reason isndét too hard to find.
AThey know there is security i n t htossofficermfithe5thBn, sai d MAJ
46th Inf.
MAJ Disneyds battalion has become involved in the paci:
joint U.S.-South Vietnamese effort to bring improved conditions and security to small hamlets in this part of
southern | Corps.
The goal is to bring the small, Afcontested Avill ages s
influence its well-being, explained Disney.
To do this, infantrymen of one platoon of the 5/46 have joined with a PF platoon, National Police and other
Viethamese agencies to eliminate VC pressure in the hamlets.
Of first priority, Disney said, is improving security for the villages. When Revolutionary Development (RD)
cadre begin to establish an elected local government, rooting out the VC infrastructure members.
A Census-Grievance Committee surveys the population and monitors complaints from the people. In further
stages of the program, the RD cadre trains local men as a selfdefense force, and U.S. Army doctors and
medics conduct MEDCAPs.
The muscle for the project is the two-platoon force of PFs and 5/46 infantrymen, assigned full time to the
hamlet.
Although similar programs are being conducted in three villages in the Quang Ngai area, one of the most
successful efforts has been here.
AiThe people here are becoming more friendly to the Ame)
the 5/46th platoon. AWebve checked out where the kids
Hamlet chiefs in all the areas undergoing the newly activated form of pacification have contributed in finding
enemy munitions, mines and booby traps.
Because of the presence of allied forces in Phu Thanh, many Vietnamese have abandoned surrounding
areas and moved into this hamlet.

iThey know that there is security here, and they are s
beginning to turn to the hamlet team and provide inform
their ability to defendt hems el ves . 0

Al think with this new program the peopl e wielflenlsegron al
said CPT Donald Duncan (Rolling Meadows, lll.), whose men are taking part in the hamlet team concept.

Aside from helpingthe vi |l |l agers, the project also is keeping fAiCha
peopl ebds wand-supplplmasea r est

AiThe VC are going to get awfully hungry out there, o col
While the Communistsarefigoi ng hungryé the people of Phu Thanh, anc

program, are making long strides toward a safer and healthier life.
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ARVNs decorate 13 198th infantrymen

QUANG NGAI8Thirteen men of the 198th Inf. Bde. were presented the Viethamese Cross of
Gallantry in recent ceremonies at 2nd ARVN Div. headquarters here.
BG Nguyen Van Toan, division commander, presented
the Viethamese peopl e 6s appreciation for the military skill s
given the people of South Vietnam in their war aga
The Cross of Gallantry with Bronze Palm was presented to COL Jere O. Whittington (McLean,
Va.) 198th Bde. Commander, and LTC Thomas J. Ambrose (Morristown, N.J.) and LTC Julian F.
Wagner (Green Cove Springs, Fla.), commanders of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. and 5th Bn., 46th Inf.,
received the Cross of Gallantry with Silver Star.
Ten memberBy aovfe talimned Bol do were presented the Cross
Three from brigade headquarters receiving the award were MAJ Charles T. Borg (Pateros,
Wash.), S-3, and CPT Banta M. York (Sumter, S.C.), PSYOPS.
CPT William D. Hyde (Merced, Calif.), 1/6 S-5; 5/46th Bn. Chap. (CPT)
Charles V. Adams (Springfield, No.), and SSG James R. Watford (Orange Park, Fla.), 57th Inf. Plat.
(Scout Dog) platoon sergeant, were also presented the Cross of Gallantry.
Men of the 1/52 awarded the Vietnamese decoration were CPT Allan M. Tashiro (Capt. Cook,
Hawaii), S-2; CPT Claude G. Smith (Donora, Pa.), Alpha Co. CO; 1LT Michael Anderson
(Kingston, N.Y.), Alpha Co. Liaison Officer; SGT Melvin C Gillenwater (Mt. Vernon, Ind.), Bravo Co.
Commo Chief; and CPT James A. Fivian (Ottawa, Kan.,) Delta Co. CO.
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Ghost ship runs aground

By SGT Tim O6Brien and PFC Bill Eftink
5th Bn., 46th Inf. 198th Bde. PIO

LZ GATOROIt floated in silent and unnoticed.

Where it came from was a mystery. Where it was headed and why were just as perplexing. But one thing
was forsuredt he ghost ship wouldndédt be going anywhere for a w

Spotted by men of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. while they were operating along the seacoast south of Chu Lai, the
49-foot Chinese fishing junk was firmly aground on a sandbar 100 meters offshore. Listing slightly to
starboard, the vessel appeared to be abandoned.

1LT Norman C. Cottrell (Terre Haute, Ind.), 1st Plat. Leader for Charlie Co., radioed a description of the find
to 5/46 headquarters. Within minutes LTC Julian Wagner (Green Cove Springs, Fla.) battalion commander,
and MAJ Robert C. Disney (Alexandria, Va.), operations officer, were circling the junk in a helicopter. After an
aerial inspection of the boat, they planned a course of action. Disney joined Cottrell on the shore and the two
waded out about halfway then began to swim against the churning late afternoon surf.

i When we itrweswanhasodnd it quite a while looking for mines or booby traps before climbing
aboard, 0 Disney said. They soon discovered, however, t
Convinced all was safe, the two signaled the hovering chopper to drop a 1,200-foot nylon rope. One end was
tied to the junk, and the other to a Navy Swift Boat called in to drag the stranded vessel free. Slowly the slack
was taken up, and the Swift boat began to pull with a load roar and a frenzied churning of water.

But the waves had trapped the wandering junk deep in a bed of sand, and the taut rope snapped.

With darkness rapidly approaching, the infantrymen had to abandon the effort until another time.

Before fiabandoning s hi p édChinesendengificatiom plateyleadingthb e i nscr i b
meandering junk, still homeless and now nameless, last seen aground on a shifting sandbar of the South
China Sea.
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special advance issue

brigade chages commanders

LZBAYONET0At 10 o6éclock this morning COL Jere O. Whitting
Inf. Bde. to COL Joseph G. Clemons in a change of command ceremony here, as MG Lloyd B. Ramsey,
Americal Div. commander, passed the brigade colors from the old commander to the new.
MG Ramsey praised COL Whittingtonds efforts as commanc
achievements since May when Whittington assumed command.
Joining the division band for the ceremonies were the commanders and troops from the 1st Bn., 6th Inf;;
5th Bn., 46th Inf.; 1st Inf.; 52nd Inf.;
H Troop, 17th Cav.; HHC, 198th; and 57th Inf. Plat. (Scout Dog) elements.
With his departure, COL Whittington was awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross, the Bronze Star and the Air Medal with3rd through 10th OLCs. Whittington will fly to Long Binh
shortly to assume the duties of commander of Long Binh Post.
COL Clemons comes to the brigade from two previous positions within the Americal Div. He has served as
commander of Supt. Comd., and more recently as Div. Chief of Staff.
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5/46 gets new c.o.

LZ GATORGACOL Jere O. Whittington, 198th Brigade Commander, passed the colors of the 5th Bn., 46th
Inf. from LTC Julian F. Wagner 9Green Cove Springs, Fla.) to LTC Melvin C. Snyder (Kingwood, W.Va.) in a
recent change of command ceremony at LZ Gator.

Wagner has left to assume new duties in the Office of the Asst. Chief of Staff for Intelligence in the
Pentagon.

The new commander, a 1951 West Point graduate, began his military career in Korea first as a platoon then
company commander . Returning to the U.S., Snyfeer atten
completing the school he was assigned to France for a three-year tour. He then served in a civil schooling
capacity for two years, followed by three years with the Defense Atomic Support Agency at Sandia Base,

N.M.

He was then selected to attend the Command and General Staff College and was then assigned to the G-1
section of the 8th Army headquarters in Korea.

Immediately prior to coming to Vietnam, he served two years in the office of the Chief of Research and
development.

The departing LTC Wagner praised the officers and men of his former unit as he recalled moments of
anguish, pride and humor while commanding.

AiA commander and his battalion are what the men wu
mind that you men will give LTC Snyder the same outstanding supportyou gave me, 0 sai d t
commanding officer.

LTC Wagner was presented the Legion of merit, the Distinguished Flying Cross and four through ten Oak
Leaf Clusters for his air medal.
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Gallantry Nets Silver Star

By SGT Tim O6Brien
5% Bn., 461 Inf.

LZ GATOR i SSG Randell G. Backovich (Vallejo, Calif.) was presented the Silver Star for gallantry in action
with the 51 Bn., 461 Inf. by COL Joseph G. Clemons (Kailua, Hawaii), 198" Bde. commander, in recent
ceremonies here.

Backovich was a member of a six-man team flown in to protect the crewmen and secure the wreckage of a
light helicopter shot down by small arms fire. On landing, the team immediately came under intense
automatic weapons fire, followed (Cont. on Page 4)
by a barrage of enemy hand grenades. As the team leader went to the aid of the crewmen, Backovich
deployed the unit to counter the increasing fire of the NVA.

The leader and two members of the team were soon wounded, leaving Backovich in command.
Abandoning his position, he went to the aid of one of the wounded and pulled him to the safety of a nearby
irrigation ditch.

As he attended to him, he saw an-60NMachinegunt Backqvichikiled t o pi c |
the NVA, and again left a safe position, retrieving the machinegun.

With only one member of the team able to defend the position with him, Bachovich directed fire against the
enemy to prevent a direct assault.

The two held the position for over 40 minutes until friendly ground forces arrived.
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V.N. ORPHANAGE DEDICATION THANKS 198th
By SFC Herb Nesmith
198" Brigade PIO
BINH SON 1 U.S. and South Viethamese religious and military officials
gathered Wednesday morning in this district headquarters town 12 miles
north of Quang Ngai City for the formal dedication of the Binh Son
Orphanage.
The dedication was a form of the orphai
benefactors, including American soldiers of the 198" Bde, with a special
emphasis on the 5" Bn 46" Inf.
The battalion a few months ago unoffici
charitable institution, and its men have been voluntarily contributing portions
of their monthly pay toward the support of the orphanage. Their total to date
I's around 150,000 piasters, and this mo
contribution which will add more than $600 to the total.
The orphanage is home to 60 children, and furnishes them a primary
though high school education, another 20 youngsters from four hamlets in the
Binh Son area come to the orphanage daily to attend school. A new wing
has been added to the institution, giving additional space for living quarters
and classrooms. Officials hope to add a second story to take care of more
children in the future.
Added to the academic courses of the school are homemaking classes for
the girls and industrial arts subjects for the boys.
But on the morning of the dedication there were no classes held. The
children were all neatly dressed in their school uniforms, or bedecked in
colorful costumes for their show of skits, songs and dances that was a part of
the dedication ceremonies.
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HISTORICAL SUMMARY
1 April to 30 June 1968 (Part 1)

The 5th BN 46th Infantry was activated on 2 October 1967 at Fort Hood, Texas, and assigned to the 1st
Brigade 2nd Armored Division. The 5th BN was activated as a light infantry battalion under the Command of
Ltc. David K. Lyon to be deployed to the Republic of Vietnam. The first individual to officially sign into the
Battalion was Captain Lawrence Johnson who became the Commanding officer of Charlie Company.

The month of October was spent in organizing and manning the Battalion. the months of November,
December, and January were spent in training and preparation for deployment to Vietnam. In February the
Battalion was involved in packing and preparing the Battalion for shipment to Vietnam. On the 11th of March
the Advanced Planning Party departed the United States for Vietnam to prepare for the arrival of the
Battalion at the end of the month.

The first elements of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry arrived in Vietham on 12 march 1968 at Cam Ranh Bay.
The Advance Planning Party consisting of one officer and four enlisted men arrived in Chu Lai on the 13th of
March. The next element to reach Vietham was the Advance Party consisting of ten officers and ten enlisted
men under the command of LTC David K. Lyon, the Battalion Commander. They arrived in Chu Lai on the
16th of March 1968.

The first company to arrive in Vietham was Bravo Company on the 24th of March followed that same
afternoon by Charlie Company. On the 29th of March the general cargoes arrived along with elements from
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Delta Company and Alpha Company arrived in Vietham to
complete the movement of the Battalion from Fort Hood, Texas to Chu Lai,

Republic of Vietham.

The Battalion arrived in Vietham under the command of LTC David K. Lyon who formed and trained the
Battalion at Fort Hood, Texas. The Principle Staff consisted of Major Herbert Krause, XO; CPT George
Harmon, S-1; CPT Rodger Dimsdale, S-2; Major William S. Bickwermert, S-3; CPT Tennessa, S-4; and 2Lt
David Ames, S-5. The companies were commanded by: CPT Kenneth McCarley, A Co.; CPT James Lamb, B
Co.; CPT Lawrence Johnson, C Co.; CPT Carl Koppies, D Co.; CPT Alfred Choiffe, E Co.; and CPT Earl
Shackelford, Hq Co.

On 31 March 1968 Bravo Company and Charlie Company completed their training at the Combat Training
Center in Chu Lai and moved to Landing Zone Gator to establish the Battalion Base Camp. On 3 April 1968
HHC, Delta Co., and Echo Co. completed their training and moved from Chu Lai to LZ Gator to conplete
training for the entire Battalion. On the 4th of April 1968 the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry became tactically
operational when at 2116 hours LTC David K. Lyon
officially entered the Battalion in the 198th Brigade radio net.

The Professionals began tactical operations on April 5, 1968. Alpha, Bravo, Delta, and Echo Companies
secured LZ Gator, and Charlie Company secured LZ Chippewa. Working off these LZ's
sweeps and rice denial operations were being used.

With intelligence reports that two battalions of VC were working in the area. Nightly ambushes were sent
out. No significent action was encountered with the enemy during the first week of April.

The second week of April the Battalion undertook the defense of LZ Ann. Search and clear operations were
established in the rocket pocket. Numerous booby traps were found and destroyed
in place.

The final two weeks of April LZ's Gator, Chippewa, and Ann were still under the security of the battalion.
Companies working off their respective LZ's were on rice denial operations, locating and destroying enemy
rice caches.



May 1968

The first week of May saw A company securing LZ Paradise, and performing sweeps with blocking
positions. B company defending LZ Ann conducted combat sweeps in the area and the LZ. C company at
LZ Chippewa ran daily patrols and night OP's. D company securing LZ Gator conducted night combat
sweeps in the area around the LZ. E company had mortar support teams at each of the firebases.

Daily patrols, sweeps, night Op's, and ambushes were sent out during the second week of May. Squad size
patrol bases were set up off respective LZ's and patrols were departed from that area.

The third week of May found Professionals still securing LZ's Gator, Chippewa, Ann, Paradise, and
Riverboat South. Patrol bases were still set up around each LZ. Squads ran daytime patrols and
night ambushes from these patrol bases.

The final week of May companies continued to work off mentioned LZ's. Sweeps and ambushes were still
being performed with negative results. Occasional detainees were turned over to Brigade.

May ended with action being light for the entire month. Sniper fire was received on LZ's on several
occasions results negative.

Men were told to be more careful as several personal accidents occurred during the month.

June 1968

June began with 5th Bn 46th Infantry continuing operations in the A O with an emphasis being put on rocket
launching sites in the Rocket Pocket. Blocking forces were used throughout the area wit h
negative results. The Battalion still maintained LZ's Gator, Chippewa, Ann, and Paradise. E company with
mortars supported each of these LZ's. Action for the first week of June waslight with LZ Paradise
receiving the only sniper fire recorded.

The week of 8-14 June, Professionals conducting day patrols made several encounters with the enemy.
Heavy sniper fire was received by a patrol of A company. Known and suspected VC were
turned over to officials at Binh Son.

On 15 June the Battalion under took Operation Burlington Trail. Working Southwest of Tam Ky
Professionals were in action from the time they landed. Sniper fire was received after the C A was
completed. The following day C company located and destroyed a 1500 pound rice cache. On 17 June an
NVA base camp with 25 bunkers was found. Additional rice caches were discovered and destroyed.
Detainees were sent to Brigade.

The final week of June Professionals C A'ed into the Tra Bong A. O. Companies working with elements of
the Tra Bong Special Forces Began Operation Vance Canyon.

Operation Vance Canyon 21 June-02 July 1968 (Part 2)

Working in mountainous terrain with prominent valleys off LZ Manchester. The men of the 5th Bn 46th Inf
found themselves working in dense jungle, which hampered movement and resupply. Daily showers and
overcast skies along with high humidity and hot temperatures prevailed throughout the operation.

Using combat sweeps and reconnaissance patrols. The Professionals were to find and destroy the
suspected POW camps and enemy elements south of the Tra Bong Special Forces Camp.

The first day of the operation turned up negative incidents.

As all companies completed a C A into their respective areas. The days that followed, the companies
encountered limited sniper fire. Many booby traps and puniji pits were found and destroyed in place.

Platoon size sweeps uncovered hidden buildings and camps, also tunnel complexes containing weapons
were found.

During the week 23 - 30 June the Professionals worked in company sweeps. Concealed buildings, and
what appeared to be a POW camp, surrounded by a six foot bamboo and barbed wire fence
were found.

Contact with the enemy was moderately light, and resulted in two NVA and 4 VC killed in action. The
operation turned up an assortment of both individual and crew served weapons along with
ammunition.

The operation was both well conceived and executed. Resupply and air support were excellent for such
difficult terrain. The morale of the men was excellent, and health remained good despite
terrain and weather.

Operation Vance Canyon was terminated 2 July. LZ Manchester was destroyed and elements of the
Battalion were extracted to new locations.

The first two weeks of July saw light action. Working off LZ's Dottie and Buff patrols and ambushes were
sent out daily. A and B companies were sweeping the coastal area south of Chu Lai.



The third and fourth week of July found the Professionals securing three firebases, and conducting
offensive operations within capabilities in the T F Cooksey A.O. A company secured LZ West and maintained
three O P's around the L Z. D company held LZ Polar Bear I, and worked platoon size sweeps with blocking
force operations in that area. C company secured LZ Sooner, and conducts daily patrols.

On 22 July 5th Bn 46th Inf under operational control of the 196th Brigade took part in Operation Pocahontas
Forest. Working in predominately mountainous terrain, and jungle. Professionals had good cover and
concealment, but movement was difficult. Weather during the operation was favorable to military tactics
being hot with temperatures in the 90's.

The mission of the Battalion was to locate, kill, capture, and destroy the enemy, to provide a blocking force
for other elements of Task Force Cooksey. Professionals secured LZ sooner in the A O, and acted as Task
Force reserve.

The units moved as planned on July 12-14 with no enemy contact. The remaining days of the operation saw
units receiving light sniper fire, with no major encounters.

The Professionals accomplished their mission. Tunnels and complexes were uncovered and destroyed.
Enemy losses were light, but many individual and crew served weapons were taken. Ammunition, rockets,
and miscellaneous equipment was turned in. Operation Pocahontas Forest terminated on 3 August, as the
Battalion moved to a new A O.

On 4 August the battalion continued final extraction from 196th A O to 198th A O control, and changed to
198th radio frequency in accordance with Division SOI.

The second week of August Professionals conducted patrols in force to locate, capture, and destroy enemy
facilities. D company secured and reconstructed LZ Pleasantville. Elements of the Battalion
working with the PF's reconned the Rice Bowl A O. The week ended with companies completing a sweep of
the Rice Bowl A O. Preparation was made for extraction to LZ Bowman and LZ Young.

The final week of August found the Professionals securing and improving LZ's Bowman and Young.
Companies worked the area around these LZ's conducting daytime patrols and night ambushes.

The first week of September the Battalion was securing LZ's Bowman and Young. Daily recon patrols and
ambushes were used. LZ Young received light mortar attacks during the period with only
light casualties being taken.

The week of September 8-14 Professionals continued operations in assigned A O, and security of LZ's
Bowman and Young. Companies began rotation for stand-down at Ky Ha.

The two Battalion LZ's received sniper fire with no friendly casualties. While on recon patrol D company
uncovered a booty trapped rice cache of 500 pounds.

On 19 September Professionals assumed responsibility of the southern Chu Lai A O. Elements moved to
new A. O. A and E companies secured and improved LZ Chippewa. B company secures LZ Gator. C
company took over LZ's Paradise and River Boat South. D company provided defence of LZ's Dottie and
Buff. All elements conducted patrols around their respective LZ's.

The month of September closed with the Battalion securing the same LZ's in the A O. Ambushes and
recons patrols were used daily. Binh Son took intense mortar and small arms fire on the 21stof
September resulting in the only major action in the A O. Small rice caches were also discovered and
destroyed during the time.



1 October to 31 December 1968 (part 3)

The first week of October found elements of the Battalion securing the following areas. Alpha Company
was defending and improving LZ Chippewa, and conducted local perimeter patrols. Bravo Company working
in recon force moved toward a blocking force at CAP 133. Charlie Company
continued to secure and improve LZ's Paradise and Riverboat South, and provided the blocking force for
Bravo Company. Delta Company assumed security of LZ Gator, and sent ambushes out from that location.
Echo Company assisted Alpha Company in securing LZ Chippewa, and mortars supported Chippewa and
Cap 133.

After a three day operation B Company returned to secure LZ Gator. On 6 October D Company took over
responsibility of LZ's Dottie and Buff. The week ended as Professionals continued operations in assigned
AO.

On 12 October A, B, and C Companies were relieved of security of their respective LZ's by 1/6th Inf. Said
companies then CA'ed to an area southeast of Gator. On the operation A Company provided blocking force
as B and C Companies ran combat sweeps through the area. The
week of 8-14 October action was light; with elements taking occasional sniper fire.

The third week of October saw Professionals continuing operations in the southern Chu Lai AO. Alpha
Company conducting saturation patrols, and night ambushes just northwest of Gator. Bravo Company also
used saturation patrols and night ambushes in the area northwest of Gator. Charlie Company assumed
defence of LZ's Dottie and Buff. Delta Company secured LZ Gator. Echo Company assisted in the defence
of Gator. Echo mortars supported LZ Chippewa and CAP 133.

On 23 October B and D Companies CA'ed to Dottie to begin rice denial operations west of LZ Buff. Alpha
Company took over security of LZ's Gator. Charlie Company remained at LZ's Dottie and Buff, and
conducted local perimeter patrols. Echo Company remained at Gator. Action in the rice denial area was
light. Many VC suspects were turned in, and D Company accounted for one VC killed. Snipers fired on the
element with small arms. The fire was returned with negative results.

The final week of October companies continued to secure the above mentioned LZ's with the exception of A
and B Companies. As A Company moved to the area around LZ Dottie to commence a detailed search of
suspected enemy OP's and unit locations. Bravo Company relieved A
Company of security of LZ Gator.

November 1968

The week of 1-7 November saw Professional's continuing operations and security of assigned LZ's in the
AO. Charlie Company sent out the first "killer team" to work with the LRRP's.

The "killer teams" consisted of 13 or 14 men assigned to work in a small area of operation. They moved
around very little and observed the heavily VC traveled routes. On 2 November the second day out the "killer
team" accounted for eight VVC killed.

The first week of November ended with operations continuing in AO. Alpha Company rested at LZ Buff,
waiting for future operations. Bravo Company continued to secure LZ Gator. Charlie Company conducted
rice denial operations west of LZ Buff. Delta Company remained at LZ Dottie. Echo Company assisted in
defence of Gator, and mortars supported LZ Buff and CAP 133.

The last weeks of November action was light for Professionals. Rice denial operations west of LZ Buffwere
continued. Battalion held security of LZ's Gator, Dottie, and Buff. Each company was send
ing our SIRP Teams. Sniper fire was received but results were negative.

December 1968

The first two weeks in December found the Battalion continuing operations and security of LZ's in assigned
AO. Alpha Company maintained security of LZ Gator, and had SIRP Teams working west of LZ Dottie.
Bravo Company assisted in defence of LZ Gator, and had SIRP Teams working the area west of LZ Dottie.
Charlie Company secured LZ Dottie and had SIRP Teams working northeast of that LZ. Delta Company
defended LZ Buff, and ran SIRP Teams southwest of LZ Dottie. Echo Company helped secure LZ Gator, and
mortars supported LZ Buff and CAP 133. Delta and Charlie Companies SIRP Teams accounted for six VC
kills between 1-4 December.

The week of 15-21 December companies continued security of assigned LZ's, and continued working SIRP
Teams in the area of LZ Dottie.On 18 December C Company CA'ed into a heavily suspected VC area
southwest of LZ Buff. Results of C Company's three day operation were negative. On 21 December And C
Companies CA'ed to the "rocket pocket" to prevent rocket attacks on Chu Lai. Bravo Company secured LZ
Gator, and Delta Company defended LZ's Dottie and Buff during this third week in December.



The final week of December Professionals working the area southwest of LZ Dottie. Alpha and Delta
Companies ran sweeps and patrols through the area. Bravo Company continued security of LZ Gator.
Charlie Company defended LZ Dottie. Echo Company assisted in securing LZ Gator. LZ's
Buff and Paradise were dismantled early in the week.

1 January to 31 March 1969 (part 4)

The first week of the new year the Battalion continued security of LZ's and operations in assigned AO. All
companies assisted in securing LZ's Gator and Dottie. Each company had SLRP teams working in the area
northeast of LZ Gator. Action for the week was light for Professionals.

The remaining weeks of January the Battalion participated in Operation Russell Beach. The operation was
a multi-Battalion cordon and on line sweep of the Batangan Peninsula, a longtime VC stronghold.

Operation Russell Beach

On 11 January 1969, 5th Battalion 46th Infantry began Operation Russell Beach. The mission was to have
the Battalion move on line and clear the area east toward the Batangan Peninsula. Professionals working
with 4th Bn 3rd Inf and H Troop 17th Cav were to take part in one of the largest operations of the Vietnam
war.

Action was heavy from the very beginning of the operation. Bravo Company had their positions mortared,
and seven men were wounded. As the future days proved Professionals were working in one of the most
mined and booby trapped areas in Vietnam.

Companies continued to sweep and join up on the area west of the Batangan Peninsula. Bravo Company
was the left flank of the cordon. Alpha Company the center, and Charlie Company the right flank.

On the morning of 12 January Bravo Company came under sniper fire. That afternoon the lead track from
the 17th Cav working with Charlie Company hit a mine that was not detected by the mine sweeper, due to the
fact it was wrapped in plastic and bamboo.

Daily Broadcast and leaflet drops were made to tell the people in the area to give themselves up. The
detainees were moved to a Battalion Detention Center, which was set up on the Peninsula. At the center the
civilians were given hot meals and a shelter to sleep in.

The cordon continued to tighten as the Professionals moved towards the coast. Flareships were used
every night of the operation, and due to their outstanding job the ground forces never knew night on the
Batangan Peninsula. Artillery support came from LZ South and the eight inch guns located at LZ Dottie.

The enemy began to retreat as the cordon tightened. Numerous tunnel complexes were discovered
everyday and engineers working with the Battalion were constantly blowing up the complexes, dud rounds
and booby traps. From sunrise to sunset, the words "fire in the hole" were used, and soon became a normal
part of the vocabulary, used on the operation.

The operation was successful as the Professionals established a landing zone in the middle of the
peninsula. From which the area would be controlled in the future.

February 1969

The first week of February found Professionals continuing operations and security of LZ's in AO. Alpha
Company defended LZ Gator and LZ Dottie. Bravo Company ran patrols around LZ Minuteman. Charlie
Company was on a three day stand down. Delta Company secured and improved LZ Minuteman. Echo
Company assisted in securing LZ Gator, and Echo mortars supported LZ Minuteman.

Landing Zone Minuteman was established by the Battalion in the middle of the Batangan Peninsula. It was
named after the Minuteman Helicopter support group, which greatly aided the Professionals on Operation
Russell Beach. Minuteman has been used to control the reconstruction of the area around the LZ, and
security for the civilians who would be moving back to their homes.

The final weeks of February Professionals had light contact with the enemy. The major encounter being on
23 February when sapper squads hit LZ Gator. Companies continued security of LZ's Gator, Dottie, and
Minuteman. Security was also provided for the engineers working on Highway One.

March 1969

Action for the first three weeks of March was light for the Battalion. Bravo and Charlie Companies
continued security of LZ's Minuteman and Gator. Alpha Company secured the Binh Son Bridge, and
conducted patrols and ambushes north of LZ Gator. Delta Company conducted patrols and ambushes in the
area northwest of LZ Gator. Echo Company mortars on Hill 26 supported LZ Minuteman, CAPS 142, 143,
and 2nd ARVN Regiment. Echo recon worked in the area west of LZ Minuteman.

The month of March closed with action being very light for Professionals. Alpha Company provided a
blocking force for the 3/2 and 1/2 Battalions of the 6th ARVN Regiment. Bravo Company continued defense



of LZ Minuteman, and conducted ambushes in the area around Minuteman. Charlie Company continued their
security of LZ Gator, and also provided protection for engineers working on Highway One. Delta Company
worked in the "rocket pocket" to prevent rockets from being fired into Chu Lai. Echo Company mortars
continued support of LZ Minuteman, CAPS 142, 143, and the 2nd ARVN Regiment. Echo recon worked with
Bravo Company off LZ Minuteman.

1 April to 30 June 1969 (part 5)

The first two weeks of April the Battalion continued security of LZ's and operations in assigned AO's The
third week of April found elements of the Battalion securing the following areas.

Alpha Company continued their security of LZ Minuteman with ambushes being sent out by night. Bravo
Company working Northwest of LZ Minuteman set up sweeps and night ambushes to check out their area of
responsibility. Charlie Company continued to search out the "Rocket Pocket", and Delta's Devils continued to
defend the Palace grounds of LZ Gator. Echo Recon, without Bravo Company this week, swept and
searched the area North of Gator.

On 18 April, Alpha Company at Minuteman began taking mortar rounds along with sniper fire. Realizing the
fire was being directed at the C.P., Spec. 4 Hector Rodriguez left his bunker during the firing, and ran to shut
off the power at the C.P., at which moment the incoming rounds ceased.

On 16 April, while checking out a tunnel, Bravo Company's second platoon came under sniper fire. The 1st
and 3rd platoons joined together with the 2nd in pursuit of the sniper. Realizing that they were being drawn
into a trap, Gunships were called in, and supported the company as they assaulted the enemy's position.
Two VC suspects were later turned over to higher.

Charlie Company fresh from uncovering 12 old and destroyed rocket sites the week before, found and
chased on 19 April 3 military-aged males. On Tuesday 22 April, Charlie Company was
Chinnooked back to LZ Gator for a 3 day Stand-Down.

On 14 April, Echo Mortars located on Hill 26, took 23 mortar rounds from Charlie, but the men from Echo
continued with their fire mission throughout the action.

May 1969

All the companies of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry, remained relatively stable for the month of May.

Alpha Company conducted a Rice Denial operation West of the Batangan Peninsula while Bravo Company
returning from their Stand-Down assumed responsibilities of defending LZ Gator. Charlie Company
continued to secure LZ Minuteman, as the men of Delta enjoyed their 3 day Stand-Down, and then returned
to work in the "Rocket Pocket". Echo Recon split their time between Minuteman, and LZ Gator. Echo's
Mortarmen continued their support of the general area.



On the first 3 days of May, Alpha's Army accounted for 8 VC killed, and 3 captured. On the 9th of May, men
of the third platoon, early in the morning detected some movement. The Raiders
called for illumination, and spotted 10-15 VC. The platoon engaged the enemy, and accounted for 3 VC
killed, 3 VC wounded, and one NVA captured. On 17 May, Alpha pulled a night raid on a village West of the
Batangan Peninsula. The Raiders captured the Village Chief who admitted to being a VC.

On 3 May, Charlie Company's third platoon, while on a day patrol from LZ Minuteman spotted three VC.
The enemy was engaged with small arms fire, and results showed one VC killed, and three
Chi-Com hand grenades captured. On 21 May, Charlie Company CA'ed to an area West of LZ Dottie and
became OPCON to the 1-52nd Inf.

On 12 May at 1245, Delta's second platoon, and third platoon received sniper fire. The platoons engaged
the enemy with small arms fire and M-79 rounds. The result, one VC killed, an AK47,
RPG round, and a mortar base plate captured.

In the early morning hours of 12 May, the Battalion's base camp came under intense mortar, RPG, and
sapper attack. LTC. Alfred Barnes, Battalion Commander of the 5th of the 46th, was killed in the attack on LZ
Gator.

June 1969

Action for the month of June was light for the Professionals of the 5th of the 46th. Once again each
company's AO remained fairly stable for the month.

Alpha's Army kept security on LZ Gator, while Bravo Company for their first three weeks of June worked in
the vicinity of LZ Dottie. On the last of June Bravo working with Vietnamese troops
cordoned and searched the vills and hamlets Southeast of Chu Lai. Charlie Company moved into the
"Rocket Pocket" for the month, and Delta's Devils split their time between operations near one of the
newer hamlets in the vicinity of LZ Minuteman, and providing securrity for engineers working South of Chu
Lai.

Echo’ Recon continued support of Hill 26, and Echo Mortars continued their general support.

On 8 June, LZ Dottie received approximately thirty incoming mortar rounds, however no casualties were
reported as Bravo Company immediately moved out into the surrounding area to search.

On 24 June an alert recon team of Bravo Company found a brand new B-40 Rocket still enclosed in it's
carrying case. On 6 thru 10 June, Charlie Company conducted a detailed search and clear operation. Two
platoons were deployed to screen the "Rocket Pocket" while another platoon went on an Airmobile operation.
One VC killed, and one wounded during that operations. Charlie Company during the week of 21 June,
discovered a pressure release homemade mine in #10 can in the bottom of a crater. Also found were a
rocket site and a tunnel.

Delta Company had one Chieu Hoi for the month, and caught a VVC suspect carrying medical supplies and a
notebook.

1 July to 30 September 1969 (part 6)

The month of July found The Real Professionals conducting a joint operation against the 21st NVA
Regiment. The 5-46 Inf and elements of the 6th ARVN Regiment conducted a helicopter assault into a
mountainous area to the west of LZ STINSON following a B-52 strike. Upon landing in the LZ Co B engaged
and killed two NVA, capturing two AK-47's. Later a helicopter from the 176th Aviation Company was shot
down by heavy machine gun fire. The helicopter plunged through 150 feet of triple canopy forest to the
ground. The crew miraculously escaped injury and evaded back to friendly units. The next day Co C
captured one NVA soldier from the 21st Regiment. Later that afternoon
Co B, while investigating noises, found and engaged 10-15 NVA climbing a rock face. The contact continued
until 2330 with Spooky and Shadow expending on station. A weep of the area in the morning revealed 15
NVA KIA.

A sidelight to this incident came about at 2245 hrs when an aeromedical evacuation was attempted. After
"dusting off" the wounded, the ship took hits from small arms fire. The dustoff ship finally was forced to land
about 5 Km southeast of the battalion. The command and control ship landed and picked up all personnel
from the medivac ship. Through the skill of the pilot
the C& C ship (a UH1H) took off with a total load of nineteen people.

The next day Co C discovered a hospital complex and in it captured 4 NVA wounded. Action was light the
next day with three VC killed and two weapons captured.The following day Co B and D came under heavy
small arms fire. The battalion suffered 4 KIA and 3 WIA. A dust-off was attempted by the medivac but it was
aborted due to intense automatic weapons fire. Helicopter gunships



were requested and made many gallant attempts to reduce the enemy fire.Musket 38 destroyed one 51 cal
AAW position. A total of five air strikes were put in by Helix. Another attempt was made to evacuate the
wounded and this time was successful in spit of small arms fire.

On July 4 the battalion was extracted to resume normal operations. In addition to those reported killed, the
battalion uncovered the graves of 66 VC/NVA KIA.

The battalion them resumed operations in the coastal lowlands in BINH SON and SON TINH Districts. The
Real Professionals exerted a constant pressure upon the enemy and although a number of HOl CHANH's
claimed that an enemy offensive was due to begin the Professionals continued to aggressively seek the
enemy. The HOI CHANH's stated that they could not bear the relentless pounding of air and arillery against
their units. Contact during this time was limited to mining and sniper incidents.

On 23 July Co A, B, and D conducted a helicopter assault into LIEM QUANG (1) trapping a company of the
48th Local Force Battalion. The company decided to stand and fight;a large number never lived to regret it!
All three companies aggressively maneuvered against the enemy under cover of air strikes and helicopter
gunships. When the smoke cleared there were nine pacified (dead) VC. Agent reports later indicated that the
actual body count was over thirty due to bodies being sealed in tunnels. Numerous tunnel complexes were
found by the battalion and destroyed. During the ensuing period the enemy avoided all major contact.

On 25 July OPERATION RUSSELL BEACH was terminated and OPERATION NANTUCKET
BEACH begun. In the initial phase a series of large scale search and destroy operations were conducted with
many hamlet and village VC killed and large amounts of foodstuffs captured. The major VC units continued
to avoid contact.

On 28 July 2/B while on patrol engaged and killed two VC, capturing an SKS Carbine. Musket gunships in
support of the operation engaged and killed seven VC  During July attempts were made to probe FSB
GATOR. However, due to the alertness of the defense all the attempts proved fruitless to the enemy.

August 1969

In the beginning of August, Co A, in response to a request for help from CAP 1-3-5, commenced operations
in 1-3-5's TAOC. In a short time, Co Avirtually eliminated all hamlet guerrillas and VCI in the area. Co A also
assisted in the construction of a PF OP.

While engaged in a search and destroy operation with Co D, Co B uncovered a salt cache. The salt was
bagged and moved with further caches being uncovered until in the end it was necessary to utilize two
companies to bag and load the salt. The final figure for the amount of salt was 282.4 tons.

During this period enemy activity was confined to sniping and mining incidents.

September 1969

On 14 September the 5-46 Inf received the mission of conducting a bomb damage assessment of a B-52
strike in the rear area of the 2nd NVA Division. The battalion once again went back into the mountains, this
time with a platoon of CIDG attached to Co's A, B, C and Co C 1-52 Inf. A fire support base, LZ BOXER was
established to support the operation. After conducting a heliborne assault into the area the units received
light contact throughout the operation. During the operation an NVA training site and communications center
was destroyed. On 18 September Co C uncovered a weapons cache of eight rocket launchers. This was the
largest cache of these weapons ever found in Viet Nam. The operation was completed on 21 September with
the extraction of the companies and LZ BOXER. The battalion suffered no casualties during the operation.

On 9 and 21 September units of the battalion secured polling places for GVN elections. With The Real
Professionals on guard the VC did not attempt to disrupt this important event. The remainder of the month
was characterized by a lack of enemy contact.
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Combat Ready Two Battalions Arrive

CHU LAI - The arrival of two infantry battalions from installations in the U.S. has bolstered the Americal
Division's strength by more than 1,400 men.

The 5th Bn., 46th Inf., assigned to the 198th Inf. Bde., and the 4th Bn., 21st Inf., with the 11th Inf. Bde.,
joined the division last month.

The soldiers of both battalions were immediately moved to the Americal Combat Center, where they were
given a week-long course on booby traps, map reading and characteristics of the Viet Cong to supplement
the training they had received in the states.

The 4/21 Inf. "Gimlets" arrived in Chu Lai from Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, and the 5/46 "Professionals" had
been in training at Ft. Hood ,Texas, prior to their movement.

The new 198th Brigade soldiers are currently engaged in the defense of the Chu Lai complex, while the
"Gimlets" are engaged in combat operations in the Duc Pho area.

Lt. Col. James E. Armstrong heads the "Gimlets," and Lt. Turn To Page 8

RECEIVE INSTRUCTION—Newly-arrived soldiers of
the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. receive instructions on booby traps at
the Americal Combat Center. (Photo by SFC Snow L.
Wilson, 198th Inf. Bde.)

Photo Caption - RECEIVE INSTRUCTION-Newly-arrived soldiers of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. receive
instructions on booby traps at the Americal Combat Center. (Photo by SFC Snow L. Wilson, 198th Inf. Bde.)

Battalions

Continued from Page 1
Col. David K. Lyon is the commander of the "Professionals."

The arrival of the soldiers enabled both brigades to release their men to take on additional duties such as
operations Burlington Trail and Norfolk Victory.

Their arrival also takes up some of the slack caused by the temporary departure of the 196th Inf. Bde.,
which is currently operating in Northern | Corps.

Both outfits had "sister" battalions already with the Americal Division - the 5/46 Inf. combines with the 1/46th
Inf. and soldiers of the 4/21 Inf. can look to "fellow Gimlets" of the 3/21 Inf., from the 196th Inf. Bde., for
guidance.
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Triple Punch Kills 17

LZ DOTTIE-Army infantrymen, Navy swift boats and Air Force jet bombers teamed up in an operation near
here to hit a Viet Cong unit with a triple punch.

The combined attack left 17 enemy dead.

The fighting broke out when an Air Force forward air controller saw about 40 enemy soldiers about eight
miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

Eight air strikes hit the area and destroyed some 103 enemy structures and fortifications. Following the
strikes, the men of Co. A of the 198th Inf. Bde.'s 5th Bn., 46th Inf. were airlifted to the seaside area shortly
before dark to search for the fleeing enemy.

Gunships provided overhead firepower during the early stage of the battle.

Shortly before midnight, the Viet Cong hit the company's position with small arms and automatic weapons
fire. Again gunships were called in, and with the help of flareship helicopters, the drove off the enemy.

Throughout the action, U.S. Navy swift boats blocked the enemy's chances of escaping along the South
China Sea, and ARVN junks patrolled the river lagoon to the south.
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Support Soldier Risks Life
Each Day For Men In Field
By SP4 ERIC DAUGHERTY
198th Inf. Bde.

LZ BAYONET--SP4 Reed E. Nichols climbed to a precarious perch atop a water trailer in the middle of the
helicopter pad, tensely awaiting the incoming Chinook a sit circled and descended.

Nichols was about to start his job for the day as a support soldier, tucked away "safely" several hundred
thousand meters from the "field." But 20 times during the day he would risk his life for those "field" soldiers of
the 198th Inf. Bde.

Down came the 60-foot monster and with it the small hurricane which hurls dirt and gravel at anyone
standing nearby. Nichols braced himself for the winds, but when the chopper got close to the ground the air
churned so violently he was forced to bend down and grab the trailer to keep his balance.

The Chinook jockeyed back and forth, trying to get within hooking position, narrowly missing Nichols' head
with its gigantic wheels. When it finally hovered in a good position he reached out and shoved the hooking
apparatus into place.

Jumping from the trailer, he signaled "thumbs up" to the chopper pilot and the craft climbed, the water trailer
swinging easily in the air.

"Good hook, Reed," a fellow 5th Bn., 46th Inf. resupply man standing nearby said.

"Thanks," the soldier answered pulling off his goggles and running a dirty hand through his hair--a motion
caused by habit which made no noticeable difference in his wind-blown appearance.

"We have to do that about 20 times a day. It gets a little dangerous sometimes, but | like it," Nichols said.

Nichols was a company clerk before volunteering to take charge of the resupply helicopter pad.

"This work gives me a real sense of accomplishment. | feel I'm really doing something for the men in the
field," he said.
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NVA Hospital Found
LZ BAYONET--"The doctor is out!" Or so it appeared when a company of the 198th Bde. discovered a large

North Viethamese Army hospital complete with surgical supplies and operating facilities 33 miles northwest of
Chu Lai.

C Cao., 5th Bn., 46th Inf. was operating in an area not visited by American soldiers in the last two years when
they spotted an armed enemy soldier. One platoon gave chase, and killed him just outside the hospital
perimeter.

The 20-hut complex, capable of handling 400 patients, had been run by the medical battalion of a large
NVA force. It contained such medical and surgical supplies as penicillin, sleeping tablets, aspirin, dysentery
pills, scissors, forceps, and Czechoslovakian surgical gloves.

Since the hospital was vacated only a few days before the discovery, the medicine and medical supplies--
which were turned over to the Vietnamese government for us in their hospitals--were in good condition.

"The presence of troops in the area forced them to abandon it," said battalion intelligence officer LT Douglas
Rasmussen. "We interrupted them. They don't leave things lying around. Surgical equipment and medical
supplies are too hard for them to obtain. They cleared out all the patients, but left the supplies.”

Among the documents found at the hospital site was a North Viethamese letter to the hospital director
commending him for his efficiency.
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‘Brave and Bold' Big In | Corps (198th Inf. Bde. bayonet & flame patch)

Photo Captions-

(1) Brave and Bold' troops board chopper for extraction. (Note helicopter has a minuteman painted on the
tail, 176 on the door. One the nose is "075" and the words "THE INSERTER".

(2) 198th soldier scans hut for VC.

(2) Cavalry mortarmen support operation in 'Dragon Valley'

(3) Medic treats burned Son Tra victim (small child).

(4) Kit Carson scouts lead patrol.

(5) MP 'River Rats' check junk for enemy contraband.

(6) Engineers add final touch to brigade chapel.

Not yet 18 months old, the 198th Inf. Bde. has gone from the practice field of Fort Hood, Tex., to the hills
and jungles of Operations Burlington Trail and Wheeler/Wallowa and the rice paddies of Muscatine to prove
itself equal to any combat demands, as the youngest "seasoned veterans" in Vietham.

On The Move

Always mobile, the 198th units have operated from Duc Pho to just south of Da Nang in pursuit of the
enemy. They have gone west of Chu Lai to areas either untouched before by American soldiers or
unsearched for years.

Nearly 19-1 Kill Ratio

During its search and clear missions the "Brave and Bold" brigade has killed more than 1,200 enemy. The
head-on battles have been few, but in three major battles the enemy losses were 499 compared to the
198th's 28, a ratio of nearly 19-1.

Units have uncovered huge weapons caches, thousands of rounds of ammunition tons of rice, medical
supplies, and enemy buildings.

Fighting disease, more than 82,000 Viethamese, or nearly 8,000 per month, have been treated during
MEDCAPs by 198th civic action soldiers.

Aid To Education

Numerous repairs and construction of schools, wells, roads, and market places have been made. In
addition more than 70 primary and secondary school scholarships were awarded to Viethamese by 198th
personnel during the last school term.

Consists of 4 Battalions

Commanded by COL Charles B. Thomas, the 198th consists of four infantry battalions: 1st Bn., 6th Inf.; 1st
Bn., 46th Inf.; 1st Bn., 52nd Inf.; and 5th Bn., 46th Inf. Other brigade units are the 1st Bn., 14th Arty.; the
support battalion; H Trp., 17th Cav.; Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn.; and the 57th Scout Dog PIt.

Story and Photos
By 198th Inf. Bde.
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One H&l Round Kills 8

LZ BAYONET--"Is it unusual? Yes, I'd say finding a whole squad killed by harassment and interdiction fire
is unique," said CPT John Kenny, 198th Inf. Bde.'s asst. S-2. "Especially if all the weapons found are at the
scene."

It happened in the 5th Bn., 46th Inf.'s sector of Operation Burlington Trail.

A company of the "Professionals" was making a sweep through the mountains when it found the eight dead
North Vietnamese and their eight weapons.

"One round must have killed the whole squad." CPT Kenny said, "Otherwise the survivors would have
policed the weapons and tried to hide the bodies."

Btry, A, 6th Bn., 11th Arty, fired the H&I in support of 198th soldiers working in the area near Chu Lai.
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New Commander

CHU LAI-- Lieutenant Colonel Ronald R. Richardson has assumed command of the 5th Bn., 46th Infantry of
the 198th Infantry Brigade. He replaces Lieutenant Colonel David K. Lyons, who has been assigned to the
Americal Division's G-4.
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100,000th Vietnamese
Treated By 198th Bde.

Photo Caption - WITH SKILLED HANDS a 198th Inf. Bde. medic, SP5 Paul D. Kerr of the 1st Bn., 52nd Inf,,
swabs medication on the sores of a young Viethamese boy during a medical visit northwest of Tam Ky. Each
week more than 2,000 civilians are treated by the "Brave and Bold" MEDCAP program. (Photo by 1LT
Robert F. Garrigan, 198th Inf. Bde.)

By PFC WALTER JACKSON
198th Inf. Bde.

LZ BAYONET--The 198th Inf. Bde's Medical Civic Action Program (MEDCAP) reached a milestone of
service last month by treating its 100,000th Viethamese patient since the brigade arrived here a year ago.

The impressive total was reached a week before the brigade's first anniversary in Vietham when a young
Viethamese woman trained to give medical assistance by the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. treated the 100,000th patient.
The 198th joined the Americal at Chu Lai on Oct 23, 1967.

2,000 Treated A Week

About 2,000 civilians are treated each week as a result of the "Brave and Bold" brigade's MEDCAP
program, which is designed to help raise the health standards of the local population.

"Treating injuries is only a small portion of our work," according to sSG Beauregard Lee of the 198th civil
affairs office. "We are trying to get the people to practice good health habits. Preventive medicine and
medical hygiene are stressed in our visits to the villages.

Starting Them Young

One of the brigade's recent projects directed toward this goal was a poster competition held among school
children in the Binh Son district. Prizes were given for the best posters showing good health habits, such as
brushing teeth, bathing and washing clothes.

Lee said the MEDCAP program is a continuing success. "One of the biggest problems we treat is skin
disease," he said, "and these have shown a significant decrease in areas wee we've worked."
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Combat In Review
Soldiers Win
Wrestling Rout
With Enemy

LZ BAYONET--"Grenades and mortars were exploding all around me as | wrestled him into the wire. It was
like a motion picture speeded up to three or four times the normal rate.

"All I wanted was to keep him from getting any of the grenades off of his belt," said SSG D. Ray, the
Chemical NCO for the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf. Bde.

"Stay alive, stay alive, over and over, there just wasn't anything else to think," said LT Henry L. Stauffer, also
of the "Professionals." "But there we were out in the open. Our hands were our weapons."

One Slipped Through

The two "Brave and Bold" soldiers did stay alive, captured the Viet Cong that they engaged in hand-to-hand
combat, plus his AK-47 and five grenades.

The close-in fighting started when the enemy attacked a firebase northwest of Chu Lai. Under the cover of
an intense mortar attack a VC managed to breach the wire.

"It was instinct. | ran out and grabbed him," LT Stauffer said. "lthen realized he was armed. | grabbed his
weapon and yelled for SGT Ray."

Exciting, But.....

"l hit him as he was about to go through the wire," the sergeant joined in. "I knew he could give us valuable
information but he was trying to kill us.”

THe two men dragged the Viet Cong out of the wire, disarmed him, and put him under guard.

"Yes, it was exciting, but | never, never want to do it again," both soldiers agreed.

24Nov68-Southern Cross Vol. 1 No. 12 Page 1
'Professionals’
Roundup Rice

LZ BAYONET--Rice, rice, and more rice was the situation recently when a 198th Inf. Bde. company
discovered and confiscated 29,500 pounds of rice during an operation in an area 10 miles southwest of
Chu Lai.

Besides the large rice cache, the "Professionals" of Co. D. 5th Bn., 46th Inf. also killed four Viet Cong
and detained 12 VC suspects during the operation.

"It took more than three Chinook loads to evacuate all that rice," said CPT Michael R. Smith of New
Lebanon, Ohio, the company commander.

Varying quantities of rice were found in 24 different locations in the area. The largest of he caches was
about 2,500 pounds.
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'SRPs' Collect
22 For Debut

LZ DOTTIE--Adapting some old tactics to a new situation, the 5th Bn., 46th inf., 198th Inf. Bde. started a
Short Range Patrol (SRP) recently and killed 22 VC. The oultfit is patterned along the same lines as the Long
Range Patrol (LRP).

The SRP team, led by SSG Kenneth Turner (Smyrna, Ga.), was hidden on a hill near here when they
surprised 30-40 enemy soldiers. Before the VC could collect their wits, artillery shells were falling in right on
target.

Small, But Powerful

SSG Turner explained the organization and operation of the Short Range Patrol. "We work in 13-man
hunter-killer teams," he said.

"Like the LRPs, we are small enough to avoid detection by hiding out in the daytime and travelling at night.
But we've got the LRPs beat if we encounter an enemy force. We've got enough firepower to take on an
enemy platoon," Turner said.

Trouble Stoppers

The SRP team carries two M-72 light ant-tank weapons, two machineguns, two grenade launchers, two
shiper rifles, and the usual array of M-16s, grenades, and ammunition.

"With that much firepower,” Turner noted, "we know we can get of big trouble if we run into it, or start our
own trouble if we have the chance.”
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Combat In Review

Tree Climbing

Aids Artillery

LZ BAYONET--Two Americal infantrymen went airborne into a tree to direct artillery fire that netted 18 Viet
Cong killed south of Chu Lai.

The mission began when a Long Range Patrol, led by CPL John Dane, 198th Inf. Bde., rendezvoused with
13 men from C Co., 5th Bn., 46th Inf., led by SSG Everett Rice (Weaverville, N.C.). The soldiers spotted and
opened fire on six VC moving across a rice paddy.

Bird's Eye View

With the VC pinned down, Dane and Rice took turns on a position high in a tree to direct the fire of eight
inch howitzers from btry. D, 1st Bn., 82nd Arty. The shells screamed in right on target, killing six of the
enemy.

"By being that high," Dane said, "we had good surveillance over the entire area and still had concealment.
It also helped our radio transmissions."

VC Flushed

When three of the enemy left their cover trying to recover their weapons, the LRPs requested a repeat of the
first fire mission, bagging three more VC.

In the next few hours four more fire missions were called in on groups of VC killing an additional nine enemy
soldiers.

"The artillery really did a fine job," a LRP spokesman said. "It is a big asset when you get quick accurate fire
like we had today."
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Combat In Review

Buy Explosives And Ammunition

‘Brave And Bold' Business Boom

LZ DOTTIE--It's like bargain day at Macy's when 198th Inf. Bde. soldiers go to market seeking merchandise
to buy.

They purchase only certain commodities, though--explosives and ammunition.

D Co., 5th Bn., 46th Inf., working with B Co., 39th Engr. Bn., open for business a couple of times a week at a
village near the perimeter of LZ Dottie. They offer cash in exchange for ammo and explosives found by the
local populace.

Business Good

According to LT William Mullins of D Co., business is booming for the "Professionals.” "The Voluntary
Informant Program is getting so popular now there's usually a big line of customers waiting for us," he said.

In a recent three-day period, the Americal soldiers bought nearly $1,000 worth of explosives.

LT James Romanowiz of the engineers agrees that the program is growing in popularity. The lieutenant
drives a jeep and trailer into a nearby village about once a week. He's considering switching to a deuce-and-
a-half.

Complete Arsenal

The ammo and explosives collected include everything from blasting caps to howitzer shells. The most
common item is the M-26 grenade.

After a recent trip to the village, LT Romanowiz returned with a trailer full of 205mm shells, 81mm mortar
rounds, and anti-personnel mines.

"Most of the explosives are found by the villagers out in the rice paddies,” noted LT Daniel Schulte, civil
affairs officer and coordinator of the program for the "Professionals." Some of them probably know where
large caches are hidden. We've been hoping that eventually they'll lead us to them."

Advertising Pays

The program is advertised to the villagers by Psychological Operations loudspeaker teams, leaflets dropped
from the air, and by signs posted along Highway 1. Word of mouth advertising also is important.

As LT Schulte stated, "If one satisfied customer returns to the village, he usually comes back the next time
with about 20 friends.

Fringe Benefits

In addition to the obvious benefits of keeping potentially deadly explosives out of the hands of the enemy,
the program offers other advantages.

"It builds up the villager's confidence in us," said LT Schulte. "Soon we expect them to lead us to caches of
rice, ammunition, and enemy concentrations. It will be an important avenue of intelligence."

LT Mullins summed up the importance of the program. "It seems like we are paying a lot of money for a
grenade, but it is worth it when you consider someone may have thrown it at us instead.”
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Small MEDCAP,
Big Contribution

CHU LAl -- In an area of South Vietham where trained medical personnel are hard to find, a three-man
team from the 198th Inf. Bde. is working daily to help raise the health standards of the civilian population.

It is a big undertaking, but signs of progress have already become apparent to the members of the team
working the division area south of Chu Lai.

SFC Lloyd Laughnan (Killeen, Tex.) is chief of the small team which makes daily MEDCAP visits to
villages in the northern portion of Quang Ngai Province. This is his second tour in Vietnam.

Small But Effective

"My team is rather small," noted Laughnan. "I have one driver who doubles as an aidman and one other
medic. But with a small team, the people can trust us and gain confidence in us better."

The team of medics from the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. is authorized to take an infantry fire team with them on
their MEDCAPs for protection, but they rarely do.

Unescorted and armed only with their personal weapons, the team journeys to isolated hamlets to treat
the sick and injured. They seldom have been fired on.

Welcome Visitors

As the medical vehicle with the big red crosses painted on the sides and top approaches a village,
children stand alongside the road to wave greetings. They run behind the vehicle in a steadily growing
group until it stops in the village.

The "bac-si" (doctor) opens up his medical supplies and begins to treat patients.

There are all sorts of ailments. Primarily, the team treats sores, cuts, and infections. They sometimes
pull teeth, cast fractures, give shots, and treat people for major diseases such as malaria and plague.

Patient Becomes Aide

The other two members of the medical team, SP5 Roger Stanford and PFC Harold Thedfold, are
dedicated to their work just like their team leader. They know many of the village children by name.

The medical team has adopted one young girl as an assistant, and has taught her many of their basic
treatment techniques. The girl first came to them as a patient.

After recovering from her injury, she expressed a desire to aid the medics in their work, and they began
to teach her how to clean sores, apply bandages, and give some medications.

She is now considered a valuable asset to the team's operation, and she goes with the medics on
MEDCAPSs to several villages other than her own.

Her ability to speak English and Viethamese helps solve many communication problems.

The people in the villages have very little knowledge of correct medical practices, Laughnan explained.

On one occasion, he saw women in a village engage in a pill trading session after his team had
completed a MEDCAP visit there.

He pointed out, though, that such problems are gradually being licked. The number of people to be
treated at a given village on a given day has decreased.

"The people still show up at our MEDCAPs," he said, "but fewer of them need treatment. Now manyjust
come to watch and talk."
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Christmas '68 Brings Hope to 18,000 Troops

CHU LAI-- With a plane-load of pretty girls and a bagful of laughs, Bob Hope looking for all the world like
Santa Claus brightened up the Chu Lai scene Christmas Eve.

Hope and his troupe entertained an estimated 18,000 Americal soldiers, Marines, Seabees, and sailors
under almost perfect weather conditions in the Chu Lai Amphi-theater.

"It's great to be here at this military ghetto," the Gl's perennial overseas entertainer quipped as he came
on stage.

From then on, Hope had the huge audience laughing, yelling, and even crying during the hour and 45
minutes of his colorful show.

Secret Arrival

The exact arrival date for the troupe and the show time were closely guarded secrets until 12 hours
before the show, but rumors quickly
filtered through the Chu Lai area days beforehand.

The day before Christmas Eve, a number of soldiers and Marines were already homesteading seats
close to the front.

When asked why he was at the amphitheater so early, one soldier joked, "l justthought I'd sleep out
here for a change."

Included in the audience were almost 700 troops from remote fire bases of the 11th and the 196th Inf.
Bdes. and the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., who were flown in by Chinook helicopters just to see the show.

Security Provided

The 5th Bn., 46th Inf., and 1st Bn., 6th Inf., both of the 198th Inf. Bde., provided security for the
immediate Chu Lai area during the performance.

The mobile dental clinic from the 219th Med. Det. was on hand to take advantage of the early, large
crowd, treating approximately 40 of the soldiers who were waiting.  Hospital patients, some walking,
some in wheelchairs, all in blue hospital gowns, were ushered into the stage front seats.

Surrounding them were men from all services who sat anywhere there was room--leaned against fences
and posts, on top of trucks, an on faraway buildings with binoculars.

A fleet of Marine Chinook helicopters was employed to ferry the troupe and technical crew from Da
Nang to the Chu Lai Admin. pad.

Convoys of trucks and buses then transported the performers to the headquarters area, where they
enjoyed their first real meal in several days, Hope commented.

The chow was prepared by the Americal consolidated mess.

This year's Christmas show featured 19 girls and two men, besides Hope.

Included in the cast were:

-Ann-Margret, beautiful and talented dancer-singer-actress, who openly admits to being "very proud
of all the guys over here"

-Blonde singer Linda Bennett

-Miss World, Penelope Plummer

-The Honey, Ltd., four mini-skirted misses from Detroit, Mich.

-121 young beauties called the Gold-diggers

-Former football star Roosevelt (Rosey) Grier

-And Dick Albers, a world-renowned trampolinist

Music for the show was provided by Les Brown and his Band of Renown who have traveled over
overseas with Hope every year except one since 1948.

This was Bob Hope's fifth visit to Vietnam, and his 27th year of providing entertainment for American
servicemen both at home and abroad.

Photo Captions.......
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Combat In Review
Direct Deadly Artillery

HIDDEN SRP BAFFLES VC

LZ BAYONET-When soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. begin to play hide and seek, the enemy had better
watch out.

That's what a group of Viet Cong found out recently when their evening rendezvous was broken up by
a band of American Infantrymen they never saw.

A short range patrol from D Co., 5th Bn., 46th Inf. was concealed on a hill observing activity in an
area 15 miles southwest of Chu Lai when they spotted two enemy soldiers with weapons and
packs about 1,000 meters away.

Out For Stroll
"They were just walking around in the open like they owned the place,"said SGT Dennis Braboy
(Raymond, Wash.), the patrol leader.

"We kept them under observation with our binoculars and called for artillery fire," he added.

While the artillery fire mission was being coordinated, about eight more enemy appeared and joined the
first two. The VC still had no idea there were Americans in the area.

"What was so interesting about it,"said CPT Michael R.Smith (New Lebanon, Ohio), D Co.
commander, "was that the VC had no idea there was anyone observing them. They were just wandering
around down there."

Eight of the enemy were killed in the engagement.

Repeat Barrage

As darkness crept in, the 198th soldiers remained in their position on the hill. Periodically during the
night they would call for artillery fire in the area where the bodies lay to discourage other VC from going
near.

Early the next morning they spotted more VC in the area and again called on B Btry., 1/14 Arty. for
105mm fire support. The VC hastily cleared the area.




FROM THEIR WELL HIDDEN VANTAGE POINT, one man spots the enemy’s location
while the other calls artillery fire. These 198th Inf. Bde. spotters were part of a 13-man
SRP who took several VC soldiers by surprise during an encounter south of Binh Son.
(Photo by SP4 Mike Sullivan, 198th Inf. Bde.)

Photo Caption: FROM THEIR WELL HIDDEN VANTAGE POINT, one man spots the enemy's location
while the other calls artillery fire. These 198th Inf. Bde. spotters were part of a 13-man SRP who took
several VC soldiers by surprise during an encounter
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CSM MEADE ASSUMES POST OF COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR
CHU LAI--CSM James P. Meade has assumed the duties of division Command Sergeant Major.

CSM Meade filled the position left vacant by CSM James D. Rogers who has been reassigned as
Command Sergeant Major of the First Army area at Fort Meade, Md., First Army Headquarters.

With 196th And 198th

Before taking over his present position, CSM Meade was Command Sergeant Major of the 196th Inf.
Bde. for eight months.

During his first two months in country, he was Command Sergeant Major of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. of the
198th Inf. Bde.

"It is truly an honor to be selected as the Command Sergeant Major of the Americal Division," CSM
Meade said.

"l intend to be a working Sergeant Major," he continued "l would rather the men refer to me, not as the
sergeant major, but as our Sergeant major."

Selected for his slot by MG Charles M.Gettys, CSM Meade is scheduled to rotate in June.

Decorations

During his 22 years of military service, CSM Meade has been awarded the Bronze Star for Valor, the
ARCOM, Combat Infantryman's Badge, World War Il Victory Medal, Asia-Pacific Campaign Medal,
American Theater Campaign Medal, Philippines Liberation Ribbon, and the Presidential Unit Citation,
Philippines.

C Jaes . Meade

Photo Caption: CSM James P. Meade (standing under doorway with overhead sign that says,
"AMERICAL DIVISION COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR".)
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Giant Cordon Tightens On Enemy
Combined Forces Push Against VC Stronghold On Batangan Peninsula

CHU LAI--In one of the largest pacification operations of the Vietham war, Operation Russell Beach,
Americal soldiers, Marines, and ARVNs continue to tighten their cordon around the trapped Viet Cong
stronghold on the Batangan Peninsula, 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

Beginning on Jan. 13, the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf. Bde. and the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 11th Inf. Bde., together
with two battalions of Marines, two battalions of the 2nd ARVN Div., and Navy Swift Boats established an 11
1/2-mile land cordon and sea blocking force to encircle the peninsula.

The operation began as a twin-pronged strike at the peninsula when one company of Marines landed on the
beach. The rest of the almost 9,000-man force walked or were flown in and moved on line less than 10
meters apart.

Trap Two VC Battalions

The cordon, which winds across hills and rice paddies now flooded by monsoon rains, locked in an
estimated two VC battalions, which have been using the area as a staging and resupply point.

Laced with tunnels, caves and fortifications, the peninsula has not been under effective GVN control for
almost 20 years.

During the early phases of Operation Russell Beach after the cordon was established, PSYOP
(Psychological Operations) leaflets and helicopter broadcasts urged civilians to evacuate the peninsula
through check points along the cordon.

Cordon Begins Closing

After four days of PSYOP saturation. 2,449 refugees had moved through the cordon to small processing
centers behind the cordon and then to a central holding and interrogation center (CHIC) near Quang Ngai
City.

After four days, Operation Russell Beach (and the Marine Operation Bold Mariner) had accounted for 21 VC
killed and six individual weapons captured. The Americal force, named Task Force Cooksey for its
commander, BG Howard H. Cooksey, assistant division commander, had kiled 10 VC and taken three
weapons.

BATANGAN
PENINSULA

Russell Beach—1st Day

Map Caption: Russell Beach -- 1st Day (Note: Shows Cordon area Batangan Peninsula and approximate unit
locations.
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MOVING ‘OLT ON LINE through a monscen rain and across a flooded rice paddy, these
two infantrymen are part of the giant cordon in Operation Russell Beach. The soldiers are
members of D Co., 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Bde. (Photo by PFC Art Noel, 198th Inf. Bde.)

Photo Caption: MOVING OUT ON LINE through a monsoon rain and across a flooded rice paddy, these two
infantrymen are part of the giant cordon in Operation Russell Beach. The soldiers are members of D Co., 5th

Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Bde. (Photo by PFC Art Noel, 198th Inf. Bde.)



Hugging The Md

Prone along a river bank, soldiers of D Co. 5th Bn. 46th Inf., 198th Inf. Bde. await
an unseen enemy 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City in the Operation Russell Beach _cordon
on the Batangan Peninsula. (Photo by PFC Art Noel, 198th Inf. Bde.)
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Photo Caption: Hugging the Mud
Prone along a river bank, soldiers of D Co., 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf. Bde. await an unseen enemy 10

miles northeast of Quang Ngai City in the Operation Russell Beach cordon on the Batangan Peninsula.
(Photo by PFC Art Noel, 198th Inf. Bde.)
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Russell Beach Task Force Sweeps To Sea
Photo Captions:

AMERICAL SOLDIERS LEADING VIETNAMESE women and children to safety and
hot food (above); an Infantryman tensely watching for enemy snipers (left); GIs painstak-
ingly uncovering hidden tunnels (right). This is Operation Russell Beach—a combined Ameri-
cal, ARVN, Marine, and Navy task force that has uprooted stubbornly-entrenched VC and

destroyed th tunnel 1 in the B g la area 10 miles northeast of
Quang Ngai City. (Photos by SP4 Steve Shlngledecker, 523rd Sig. Bn. More Photos on
Pages 4-5.)

1,2,3) AMERICAL SOLDIERS LEADING VIETNAMESE women and children to safety and hot food
(above); an Infantryman tensely watching for enemy snipers (left); Gls painstakingly uncovering hidden
tunnels (right). This is Operation Russell Beach--a combined Americal, ARVN, Marine, and Navy task
force that has uprooted stubbornly-entrenched VC and destroyed mammoth tunnel complexes in the
Batangan Peninsula area 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City. (Photos by SP4 Steve Shingledecker,
523rd Sig. Bn. More Photos on Pages 4-5.)



CHU LAI-- Americal Soldiers continued their push to the sea in Operation Russell Beach, and as of Jan.
31 were less than two kilometers from reaching the end of the Batangan Peninsula south of here.

Action on the peninsula 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City began Jan. 13 when almost 9,000
Americal soldiers, marines, 2nd ARVN Div. soldiers, and Navy swift boats encircled the area.

After four days of PSYOP leaflet, drops and aerial broadcasts urging civilians to evacuate the
peninsula, the massive allied force began their march toward the sea.

Joint Operation
Division units included the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. and H Trp., 17th Cav., 198th Inf. Bde.; the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf.,
11th Inf. Bde.; and A Trp., 1st Sqgdn., 1st Cav., which came ashorein Navy landing craft to add more
firepower to the final phase of the operation.

The discovery of many elaborate tunnel complexes and scattered mines and mine fields made progress
slow. Special care was taken to move deliberately so that every tunnel discovered could be checked for
weapons caches, food, or VC.

Through Jan. 31, 151 VC had been killed in skirmishes on the Peninsula, including 73 by Americal
Infantrymen, 59 by the Marines, and 19 by the 2nd ARVN Div. elements.

The number of civilians evacuated through the cordon line and flown to the Combined Holding and
Interrogation Center (CHIC)in Quang Ngai City increased gradually throughout the operation.

At press time, 11,257 Vietnamese had been processed by government officials at the CHIC.

Of this number, 48 were held as. VC prisoners of war, 218 were identified as VC infra-structure, and 111
were listed as VC suspects, pending further interrogation. Thirty-two persons rallied to the government as
Hoi Chanhs.

The remaining 10,848 persons were classified innocent civilians at the CHIC.

Capture Supplies
As the allied forces pushed through the rolling hills and rice paddies on the peninsula, they uncovered
43 individual weapons, four crew-served weapons, more than 10 tons of rice, and more than 15 tons of
salt.
The Batangan Peninsula has been a major enemy storage area and base camp since the war with the
French, and earlier minor probes of its defenses have almost always resulted in fierce fighting.
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Combat In Review

Need A Hand
It’s rough going up, and this machinegunner for a Short
Range Patrol from Co. 5, 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf. Bde.,
gladly accepts help, during a patrol south of Binh Son.
(Photo by SP4 Mike Sullivan, 198th Inf. Bde.)
Photo Caption: Need A Hand
It's rough going up, and this machinegunner for a Short Range Patrol from Co. 5[sic] 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th
Inf. Bde., gladly accepts help, during a patrol south of Binh Son. (Photo by SP4 Mike Sullivan, 198th Inf.
Bde.)
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198th Mans Minuteman
First LZ Built On Batangan

WITH A HEAVE, 198th Inf. Bde. soldiers add another sandbag to a bunker at Fire Sup-

port Base Minuteman, the new forward LZ of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. Minuteman is the first

American fire base in the heart of the Batangan Peninsula, a former Communist stronghold

for 20 years, 15 miles south of Chu Lai. The fire base—constructed by D Co., 5th Bn., 46th

Inf. and a platoon of B Co., 26th Engrs.—is expected to aid in the pacificatoin of the pen-

insula. (Photo by SP4 John Hollenhorst, 198th Inf. Bde.)

Photo Caption: WITH A HEAVE, 198th Inf. Bde. soldiers add another sandbag to a bunker at Fire Support
Base Minuteman, the new forward LZ of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. Minuteman is the first American fire base in the
heart of the Batangan Peninsula, a former Communist stronghold for 20 years, 15 miles south of Chu Lai.
The fire base-constructed by D Co., 5th Bn., 46th Inf. and a platoon of B Co., 26th Engrs.--is expected to aid
in the pacification of the peninsula. (Photo by John Hollenhorst, 198th Inf. Bde.)

LZ BAYONET -- The pounding of hammer against nail still could be heard. Shovels cut into the peninsula
turf with a dull thud.

Amidst it all, CPT Michael Smith (New Lebanon, Ohio) dug the guidon of D Co. 5th Bn., 46th Inf. into a
grassy hill overlooking the Batangan Peninsula.

First Fire Base

The fire support base Minuteman, a new forward LZ for the 198th Inf. Bde., had been dedicated,
establishing the first permanent American fire base on the peninsula 15 miles south of Chu Lai.

The peninsula had been a Communist stronghold for more than 20 years despite the brief tenure of a
Korean base camp there two years ago.

So entrenched were the VC that search and clear operations continue to uncover massive tunnel
complexes despite the recent cordon sweep over the area.

Aid In Pacification

"This base definitely will help in our operations here and allow us to move about more widely and
extensively in the area," explained CPT Smith, CO at Minuteman.

The new fire base also is expected to aid in the peninsula's pacification program once civilians return from
their temporary refugee center near Quang Ngai City.

All Companies Patrticipate

CPT Smith's company is expected to occupy LZ Minuteman for at least the initial few weeks, conducting
search and clear operations throughout the area and improving the fire base itself.



Different companies of the battalion will man the fire base on a rotating basis.

"We named the fire base Minuteman after the 176th Avn. Co. because we couldn't operate without their
help, and we're proud of them," said LTC Ronald R. Richardson, commander of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf.

"Minuteman" is the aviation company's nickname.
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Break From Battle

SGT Elton L. Wall (Macon, Ga.) keeps a wary lookout
as he takes a break in the doorway of a deserted house on
the Batangan Peninsula. A member of C Co., 5th Bn., 46th
Inf., he was taking part in Operation Russell Beach. (Photo
by 1LT Cecil Green, Americal 10)

Photo Caption: Break From Battle

SGT Elton L. Wall (Macon, Ga.) keeps a wary lookout as he takes a break in the doorway of a deserted
house on the Batangan Peninsula. A member of C Co., 5th Bn., 46th Inf., he was taking part in Operation
Russell Beach. (Photo by 1LT Cecil Green, Americal 10)
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Combat In Review
198TH BRAVES BARRAGE,
DRIVES VC FROM HIDING

LZ GATOR-Elements of the 198th Inf. Bde.'s 5th Bn., 46th Inf. cordoned off a tiny hamlet west of
the Batangan Peninsula recently and killed 15 VC using the hamlet as a firebase and hideout.

After learning of enemy presence B Co., 546 conducted a combat assault of the area, meeting
heavy automatic weapons fire as they closed on the hamlet.

As darkness began to fall four combat assault vehicles of H Trp., 17th Cav. were dispatched from LZ
Minuteman on the nearby Batangan Peninsula along with third platoon of A Co. to assist inthe cordon.

Sporadic fire from the village continued through the night. As dawn broke, the brigade's PSYOP team
dropped leaf leaflets urging the enemy to surrender.

Soon after the infantrymen swept through the hamlet destroying the fortified bunkers and a tunnel complex
700 meters long.

The VC killed were believed to be part of a local force battalion which has long eluded allied soldiers in
the area west of the Peninsula.

(198th 10)
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GVN DECORATES
DIVISION TROOPS

QUANG NGAI--Nine Americal soldiers from the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf
Bde were among 32 Americans decorated For valor recently by the South Viethamese Government.

LTC Ronald R. Richardson (Colorado .Springs, Colo.) and CPT Michael R. Smith (Dayton, Ohio, were
awarded the Gallantry Cross with Silver Star.

Awarded the Gallantry Cross with Bronze Star were SP4 Wendell R. Roberts, (Kodak, Ten.) and SP4
Guadalupe Elizondo Jr. (McCalla, Texas of A Co.; SGT David W. Bloom (Oakley, Kan.) and SGT Edward E.
Floyd (Rushville, Ind.) B Co.; PFC Charlie W. Rose (Tradwell, Va.) C Co.; 1LT James G. Fraser (Decatur,
ILL.) and SP4 Gary N. Brock (Bixby, Okla.), a HHC medic working with D Co. 198th I0)
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Village Pagoda Yields Cache

PROFESSIONALS FIND
ENEMY WEAPONS

LZ GATOR-As the infantrymen searched the tiny village west of the Batangan Peninsula, they couldn't help
but remember a wet dangerous four hours last January.

On that day, D Co. of the 198th Inf. Bde.'s 5th Bn., 46th Inf. had been pinned chest-deep in a rice paddy by
automatic weapons fire from the same village.

The long firefight had subsided only with darkness that January day as the Americal unit skirted the enemy
area to join a cordon operation on the peninsula.

Find Cache

Now it was different as SP4 Richard Ellashek (Youngstown, Ohio) and SP4 Kenneth Bates (Louisville)
searched the village pagoda and four 13 Russian and Chinese 82mm mortar rounds behind the altar.

"We weren't really expecting to find anything, but we discovered a double wall behind the altar and became
suspicious," said Ellashek.

"After removing the bricks, we found a large compartment lined with  plastic. Someone used a lot of
ingenuity to build the secret compartment.”

Mortar rounds weren't all D Co, found during the village search which began when PFC Dewey D.
Davide (Southgate, Calif. noticed two VC sneaking toward his platoon near the village.

He killed one VC while the rest of his company started a thorough village search.

An ammo cache there contained the mortars; charges and fuses, many still packed in shipping containers;
300 .30-cal rounds; an American grenade; an M-72 LAW rocket; and assorted ammo.

After searching the village, the company's tunnel rats impregnated tunnel walls with CS.

"The company has taken belated revenge,” said CPT John T. Goorley (West Monroe, La.) D Co.
commander "We've destroyed VC supplies and denied them a rest area. (198th 10)
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New COs
Join Units

CHU LAI-The Americal Div. welcomed two new brigade commanders and a
trio of new battalion COs to its ranks in recent weeks.

The reins of the 196th Inf. Bde. were taken by COL Thomas H. Tackaberry (Fairfax, Va.), while COL Jek 0.
Whittington (Kilgore, Tex.) is the new leader of the 198th.

COL Tackaberry, who succeeded COL Frederick Kroesen, came to Vietnam after
serving as military assistant in the office of the Under-secretary of the Army in Washington. He previously
served here from July 1966 to July 1967. He is married with four children.

COL Kroesen was reassigned to the Pentagon.

The new "Brave and Bold" commander, COL Whittington, took over from COL
Robert B. Tully who was reassigned to Headquarters, Department of the Army.

COL Whittington served a previous tour here as a MACV advisor at TUY HOA, in 1964-65 and most recently
served in the Pentagon with the office of the Joint Chief's of Staff.

Also married and the father of four children, the 198th CO resides in McLean, Va.

The three battalion changes of command consisted of two new infantry CO's and one new armored
squadron leader.

LTC Clarence T. Campbell (Rockfield, Md.) took over the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 196th Bde. from LTC Sinclair
L. Melner; LTC Albert J. Smith (Fairfax, Va.) replaced LTC Jack C. Davis with the 4th Bn., .3rd Inf., 11th
Bde.; and LTC John H. Dure is the new leader of the "Dragoons" of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., assuming
command from LTC Phillip Bolte.
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VC HIT
CIVILIANS

SON TRA-- For more than a year the three coastal fishing villages at the mouth of the Son Tra River south
of Chu Lai were free from the hostilities of war

One almost forgets that the area was the scene of heavy fighting in last year's TET offensive.

Then the calm erupted into violence. An estimated 70 Viet Cong stormed through The Three villages of
Son Tra (1), Son Tra (2), and Tan Hy as a heavy rocket and mortar barrage pinned down a nearby U.S.
Marine
CAP team.

Heavy Toll On the attack five civilians and a member of the Rural Development force were killed, another
10 Vietnamese wounded, and 39 homes destroyed.

"They knew where they where going because they hit the homes of the village chief, a lot of the leaders, and
anyone who had been extra friendly with
us." said one of the Marines. The CAP team, which has its small compound on a knoll between the villages,
was not penetrated by VC but a steady flow of mortar and B-40 rocket fire kept the Americans pinned down
until the enemy was finished heaving satchel charges and grenades in the villages.

Terrorism
"This was definitely aimed at the civilians and not us," said one Marine.
Many of the inhabitants of Son Tra (1) are refugees who, until recent pacification efforts in the area, had lived
in villages freely used by Viet Cong.
"The VC are terrorizing the people to get them to move back into VC-controlled areas. Then the VC again
will be able to take their rice and foodstuffs," said CPT James B. Perez (Fresno, Calif.), an intelligence officer
for the 198th Bde.'s 5th Bn., 46th Inf. (198th 10)
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198th Carts Hot Chow to Field
BDE. FOOD SERVICE MOTTO:
"WE DELIVER'

LZ GATOR-- A mess hall that doesn't serve food?

The 198th Inf. Bde. has one. And because of it, division soldiers of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. eat two hot
meals a day while in the field.

Whirring  helicopters  lift  off from the resupply helipad here twice daily to rush hot chow to the
battalion's units in the field. A few minutes later, the choppers swoosh into the scattered elements'
locations, bringing the men food as well prepared as that back at basecamp.

Flexible System
The brigade food service advisor, CW2 William H. B. Miller, attributes the service to a "flexible battalion
mess system" and a resupply mess, the sole duty of which is to serve the men away from battalion
headquarters.
In a kitchen at LZ Gator, the food, comparable to that served at the regular mess 100 meters away, is
prepared, put in insulated containers to keep it hot, and then placed on a helicopter which carries it
wherever element of the 5-46th Inf. are operating.

Spice Up “Cs'

The "C-rations" have, of course, not been eliminated, explained SFC John Long (Elizabethtown, Ky.),
The resupply mess steward. "But even when we use them we try to send along little extras such as fruit
juices, milk, fresh fruit, and potato chips. Whenever we can we try to give them sandwiches for a change of
pace."

The operation requires flexibility and planning. Each day supply men from the companies' rear areas notify
the resupply mess cooks as to what kind of meals the company commanders think would be best for the men
in the field.

As The orders come in -- usually a day in advance but at times with only a few hours notice- -the kitchen
begins to hum with activity. Regardless of the time of day, everyone from the mess steward to the KPs
quickens the pace to prepare the food on time.

Feed CAP Teams

In addition to battalion troops in the field, the resupply mess also provides 250 meals to Marine
Combined Action Platoon team members in the area.

The project requires close coordination with the battalion's regular mess hall, explained Long.

If a unit suddenly departs, the resupply mess hall picks up the rations that had been waiting for the men at
the regular mess hall and rushes it to the helicopter pad. If an element returns unexpecedly, their rations
which had been at the resupply mess are taken to the regular mess
and served to the men there.

The battalion's mess setup is the only one of its kind in the 198th Bde., and according to the division's
Support Command food service section is very likely the only one in the division.

(198th 10)
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Stork Stats

PFC VICTORY W. HOWELL, 723rd Maint. Bn., son born June
11, Savannah, Ga. SP4 STEVEN SAVAGE, 4-21 Inf., daughter
born June 16, Quincy Mass. SP5 ROBERT WARNER, 723rd Maint.
Bn. daughter born June 18, Northhampton, Mass, 1LT TED M.
KELLY, 2-1 Inf., daughter born June 18. SP4 STEVEN MOODY,
5-46 Inf., daughter born June 18, Everett, Washington, SP4
RONALD D. DUNNING, 5-46 Inf., daughter born June 18, Seattle,
Wash. SP4 REGINALD ASPLT, HHC 11th Bde., son born June
18, Sayer AFB, Michigan, PFC WILLIAM M. JONES, HHC, son
born June 19, Flat River, Mo. 1LT KIRK SWENSON, HHC, son
born June 19, Trenton, Neb. SP4 MICHAEL MANNING, Cbt. Center,
son born June 19, Spencer, lowa. PVT LEWIS WILSON, 26th
Engr. Bn., daughter born June 19, Jacksonville, Fla. SGT
THEODORE H. ROSOVICH, 3-1 Inf., daughter born June 20, Tuscon,
Ariz. SP4 JUNIOR HELTON, 5-46 Inf., son born June 20, Savannah,
Ga. PVT JOHN G. ONOFRYTON, F Trp., 17th Cav., daughter
born June 20, Detroit, Mich. PFC ALVIN CORNELIUS, 39th Engr.
Bn., daughter born June 20, New York, N.Y. SP4 TERRY E. GODFREY,
1-52 Inf., daughter born June 21, Tulsa, Okla. SGT CECIL
G. SPENCER, 3-18 Arty., son born June 21, Jackson, Tenn. SGT
DONALD M. MONTGOMERY, 523rd Sgn. Bn., daughter born June
21, Long Beach, Calif. SFC LARRY B. MARTIN, 723rd Maint. Bn.,
son born June 21, Ft. Polk, La. PFC PETER M. MORFOID, 1-52
Inf., son born June 22, Amsterdam, N.Y. SP4 ARTHUR S. PERKINS,
335th Trans. Co., daughter born June 22, Tuscon, Ariz. MAJ
GEORGE A. INGLERIGHT, 4-3 Inf. daughter born June 23,
Florance, Ala. SP4 EUGENE P. BECK, 295th Ord. Co., daughter
born June 23, Columbus, Neb. SP4 RAYMOND L. NETTLES, 4-21
Inf., son born June 23, Palestine, Tex. SP4 JAMES W. THEFORD,
4-31 Inf., son born June 24, Hamilton, Tex. SP4 JAMES L. FINEFROCK,
174 Avn. Bn., son born June 24, Canton Ohio, 1LT
D. JOHNSON, 4-31 Inf., son born June 24, Dothan, Ala. SP4 BRUCE
NOENNICH, 2-1 Inf., son born June 24, China Lake, Calif. PFC
SCOTT A. BROMAN, 3082 Arty., son born June 25, Rockford, Ill.
SSGT LARRY STIPE, 1-1 Cav., daughter born June 25, Temple,
Tex. SP4 FREDDIE LEONARD. Cht. Center, daughter born June
25, Altus, Okla. PVT LEE S. SCARBOROUGH, 59th IPSD, 11th
Bde., daughter born June 27, Janesville, Wisc. SSG THURMAN
VINCENT, 123rd Avn. Bn., son born June 27, Hopkinsville, Ky. SP4
RONALD F. LABRIE, 75th Inf., daughter born June 27, Beverly,
Mass. PFC ELMER J. KELLY, 3-21 Inf., son born June 27,
Kewanee, lll. PFC LEONARD CLARK, 178th Aslt. Hel. Co.,
daughter born June 27, Chicago, Ill. SP4 STEPHEN K. HOENER,
126th S&S Co., daughter born June 29, Quincy, Ill. SGT DONALD R.
RAHM, 55th Arty., daughter born June 30, Seattle, Wash. SP4
GLEN MCBEIGH, 14th Avn. Bn., son born June 30, Elyria, Ohio.
PFC BARRY C. SMITH, 71st Avn. Bn., daughter born June 30,
Beaumont, Tex. SP4 Richard Haskins, 1-4 [1-147] Arty., daughter born July,
Onawa, lowa.
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OPERATION RUSSELL BEACH CONCLUDED

CHU LAl - Operation Russell Beach, a long-range pacification campaign which began on Jan. 13, ended July
21. The operation kicked off with a massive 8,500-man cordon around the Batangan Peninsula, a longtime
Viet Cong strong hold 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

Besides Americal battalions - the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 11th Inf. Bde., and the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf. Bde. -
other allied forces in the operation were two battalions from the 2nd ARVN Div., two battalions of Marines,
and Navy Swift Boats patrolling off the coast.

Americal units accounted for 158 VC killed during the campaign, and other elements brought the combined
total to al most 225 enemy Kkilled.

The operation aimed at removing the entire civilian populace from the peninsula and weeding out the
enemy, VC suspects, and members of the VC infrastructure.

After the allied cordon was in place across the neck of the peninsula, an intense psychological operations
(PSYOP) campaign
persuaded more than 12,000 persons to evacuate the area. Refugees were moved to a combined holding
and interrogation center (CHIC) near Quang Ngai, where
government officials screened them.

During the pacification phases beginning in mid-February, refugees were provided with food, building
materials, and transportation by Quang Ngai Province officials, and the rebuilding process began. (Americal
10)
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Combined Forces Protect Civilians
198th Paves Way For Road
By SFC HERB NESMITH

QUANG NGAI CITY -- The combined efforts of Army, Navy, and U.S. civilian personnel are rehabilitating
the Republic of South Vietnam's most important road as it cuts through the Americal's area of operations.

Between the division base camp at Chu Lai and Quang Ngai City--a 22-mile stretch of coastal plain and
fertile rice fields -- men of the 198th Inf. Bde. are charged with keeping "Charlie" from interfering with the
project.

The rehabilitation” is in the form of widening and paving Highway 1, eventually stretching from Saigon to the
Republic's northern provinces.

Civilian Builders

Most of the construction is being done by American civilian construction workers of RMK-BRJ, a
conglomerate of four U.S. construction firms.

As the dozen or so roadbuilders work, a four-man team from the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., mounted on a gun jeep,
keeps an eye out for enemy harassing tactics.

"We patrol the area the crew is working on at any given time. It's not too bad near large cities such as
Quang Ngai because there are a lot of ‘friendlies’ around," said the team's leader, SP4 Junior Rambo
(Fresno, Calif.). "But out in the country we stay pretty close to the men and equipment and keep a sharp
lookout."

Ready For Enemy

"We have enough fire power to make it tough for 'Charlie’ for a short period of time anyway," says Rambo.
He added that if any prolonged contact ensures, the team has instantaneous radio contact with its
headquarters at LZ Gator, just minutes away.

"There were a few nights out there when there was a little sniper fire, but when that M-60 answered it
stopped at once,” recalls Navy Lieutenant Joe Clare (Batavia, NY), who is responsible for all civilian
contracted construction projects in this part of Vietnam.

For the most part the enemy has stayed clear of the RMK-BRJ work project, thanks mainly to the presence
of the 5-46 "gun jeep" and instant retaliatory capability of the 198th Bde. (198th 10)
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Large Pacification Drive Underway
LZ BAYONET -

LZ BAYONET-Cordoning and searching almost a village a day, Americal infantrymen and elements of the
6th ARVN Regt. are putting pressure on Viet Cong Infrastructure members operating 15 miles southeast of
here

Since late July three companies of the 198th Inf. Bde.'s 5th Bn., 46th Inf. have worked closely with two
Battalions of the ARVN regiment in an intensive pacification effort aimed at breaking up com munist political
activity in the area.

"Getting to the infrastructure is the name of the game," said MAJ Donald R. Kannady (Fayetteville, Ark.),
intelligence officer of the 198th Bde.

Rooting Out

In the first three weeks of the joint U.S. Republic of Vietnam pacification drive, 721 persons have been
detained for questioning. Of those, 31 Viet Cong Infrastructure members, 71 Civil Defendants (Individuals of
guestionable loyalty), and 32 Viet Cong or NVA have been found. Another 59 of the enemy have been
killed.

Almost daily a company of the 5-46 rings one of the many hamlets and villages in the rice paddy flatlands.
Along with a Vietnamese interrogation team, they comb the huts in search of the enemy. Just to the south the
ARVN soldiers do much the same thing.

"We're disrupting their activities in this area, all right, and we're hitting their food supply, too," said LTC
Julian Wagner (Columbus, Ga.), the battalion commander.

Pacification

The project is part of a long range Vietnamese pacification campaign. Although the prime target is VC who
have worked themselves into the area's many small hamlet political structures, tacticians also aim to disrupt
the movement and logistical support of several local force units in the vicinity.

With the drive only four days old, an estimated company of one of these units was thought to have been
located. Infantrymen of 5-46 engaged the element and called in heavy air strikes and artillery. Seven enemy
were killed, and intelligence officials said "others were probably buried in the area."

"We are using the muscle of one of our companies or an ARVN company along with the interrogation
capability of Vietnamese provincial forces," explained CPT James Gaffney (Tewsbury, Mass.). assistant
brigade operations officer.
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Photo Caption: Dawn Patrol

First signs of morning find this Huey helicopter of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. flying members of A Co., 5-46 Inf.
198th Bde. to a location 10 miles south of Chu Lai. (Photo by SP5 Thomas Maus, Americal 10)



